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lusi when you thought Kathmandu could take no more, another English daily newspaper is coming to town.
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But the public won't get to read the editorial. It went into the Tuesday edition of the
dummy run of Kathmandu's newest English daily, tentatively called The Himalayan, set

“This is what we believe every Nepali is asking today,” says Pradhan, a 25-year

The Tot Soltiens Company

veteran editor. “We have a four-man, all-Nepali editorial team that decides our opinion,
and it will remain that way as long as | am here.” This last remark is to assuage critics who
have lashed out at the new venture for its Indian links. Rival media groups, politicians
and some journalists maintain that foreign ownership of media is detrimental to the
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national interest and have recently stepped up their opposition.

P Kharel, a former editor at The Rising Nepal, says: “Media is a very sensitive sector
and that is why foreign investment should be rejected outright, including in radio and
television.” Kharel says even India with its tradition of free press does not allow foreign
investment in media, so why should we? One of the staunchest critics of Indian entry into
Nepali media is MP and former journalist, Raghuji Pant: “It will weaken Nepali independ-
ence, dilute our patriotism, give wrong information and confuse Nepalis.”

Not everyone agrees. Academic Pratyoush Onta, writing in this paper in August
(*What to do when Big Brother knocks”, #55), argued that foreign competition would
actually enhance professionalism in Nepali media. “What is really at work behind this
bogey of nationalism is fear that the mediocrity of those who rule the Nepali media world
will be further exposed,” Onta wrote. Go hl] 9
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TIMES OF NEPAL

After the restoration of democracy in 1990, we have seen in Nepal an explosion of
expression. In fact, if there is a single pillar of democracy that we can say is
relatively robust, it is the media. The Panchayat-era taboos are gone, there are a very
few holy cows left, and the freedom to publish and broadcast a wide spectrum of
political opinion has bestowed on our adolescent democracy a remarkable resilience.

Freedom is a safety valve that makes our polity less brittle, society itself more
malleable. Outwardly, it is easy to mistake this freedom for a free-for-all, and the
powerful who are in the media glare would prefer to get on with dealing in the
shadows. But those who have personally profited from democracy and have in the
process given the system a bad name must realise that it is, paradoxically, this same
freedom that protects their interests.

Itis only because all shades of opinion are allowed to be aired in public that
tension and resentment do not fester. A free press allows Nepali society to let off
steam. There are very few places in the world where an underground party
committed to a violent overthrow of the state is allowed to openly own and publish
a slew of newspapers. Where else would guerrilla leaders also be columnists for
mainstream papers?

Avibrant media has reinforced the public sphere, it has made the citizenry more
alert, it has fostered awareness and cemented Nepali society with a collective
consciousness. Production quality, values, content, and the sheer range of public
opinion makes the Nepali media today unrecognisable from what it was pre-1990.
The deregulation and corporatisation of the Nepali media in the past 12 years have
been driven by a simple fact: professionalism and credibility sell better than bias
and gossip.

All this should have meant that media should have grown on a healthy trajectory.
Alas, it hasn't. Traditional news values push the media to focus on confrontation and
conflict, on the shallow and negative, the sensational and titillating. The media then
sets off a self-perpetuating cycle of cynicism that hurts national morale and
self-esteem.

There is now a bandwagon effect in the Nepali daily broadsheet market with at
least five papers scrambling for a share of the pie. The FM business in the Valley is
saturated. Television is the next frontier, and the unseemly wheeling and dealing that
has accompanied the license for private cable TV shows that it must be very
lucrative for all concerned. There is a similar fracas for licenses for terrestrial
television.

The electro-magnetic spectrum is the property of the Nepali people, it does not
belong to the minister of the day, it does not belong to private interests in perpetuity
even if itis awarded by a passing politician. There must be anti-trust legislation to
prevent the concentration of multi-media ownership in the hands of private
monopolies.

The imminent arrival of a fourth English daily in Kathmandu as an Indian joint-
venture has raised nationalistic hackles. Why should we allow Indians to enter our
media market when India itself has banned foreign ownership of media, they ask.
They will influence our public opinion and dictate our national policy, others fume. Itis
interesting to reflect on what this says about the Nepali media's own self-confidence,
and how fragile we think our nationalism is. If this is how weak we are, then we
probably deserve some solid competition.

C'mon, let's grow up. Why do we weaken ourselves with paranoia? Let's build
instead on our strengths, and one of them is a media that is at the moment the freest
inthe region.

Media is traditionally too lazy for introspection. Besides, daily deadline pressures
don't give us time to take a step back and look at ourselves in perspective. If we did,
we'd see that journalism is much more than being a passive recorder of events. Our
role goes beyond the ego fill of a byline in tomorrow morning's newspaper.

For their part, media owners have to see their products as something much more
important than the bottom line. There is a responsibility here that comes from carrying
out a public service: the service of informing, interpreting and explaining independ-
ently, objectively and without a hidden agenda. It is about creating outrage about
injustice, blowing the whistle on wrongdoers. And this will not happen if we are so
swamped with the immediate, with the over-riding desire to please political patrons or
the market.

At a time when hopelessness and helplessness abound, when there is yearning
for a vision that will unite the crushed fragments of our nation, we owe it to our-
selves and the Nepali people to restore trust, find faith, and protect our freedom with
its complete application.

There is a lot that is wrong with Nepal, but we are not doomed. In these jaded
times, media is also in the business of replenishing hope.

STATE OF THE STATE

Memories of the futurek

by CK LAL

cading history s often depressing,
R because it's essenially a record of

human falings—tales of those who
could have changed the course of history
for the better, but didn’t. They let the
opporcunity pass, and allowed the society
o fallinto another morass.

Edward Gibbon says n his tome on the
Declineand Fallof Roman Empire,
“History...s indecd litle more than the
regiser ofthe crimes, follis, and misfor-
wnes of mankind.” But then, is history
again that shows that the survival instinct
almostalways tiumphs—despitc the
setback that i has to suffer on its way to
cternity,or apocalypse, depending upon the
way you ookt the destiny of humanity.

Buc hunting for the past does have its
rewards for hard-core
aficionados. Rummag-
ing through the
dustbins of history in
contemporary memoirs
of persons in publicife,
you occasionally stumble
upon dry bones of
nostalgia. You try to chew
upon it until the throb of
your cerebral vein threat-
ensto burst. And then you
weep. To be born is to
suffer, said the Apostle of
Peace.

Turning the pages of Dr
Jagadish Chandra Pokharel’s
The Days of Shameand Painis
excruciatinglypainfl foranyone
who played even a small parcin

harsh realities. In a language that will not
please even a secondary school teacher of
English language (He had killed too
many birds with one stroke” and “Their
economy was not strong enough to
support them”), but will be of immense
delight to researchers looking for cultural
variety in expressions (“We had felt the
real taste of sugarcane after having tasted
the bitterness of neem”), Dr Pokharel
remembers the days of suffering that he
endured as a child in Tanahu and in exile
in India.

For Dr Pokharel, itis a pleasant
journey back in time. He has exorcised
the ghosts of his past and is one of the
more successful *professionals to come

out from families with
aNepali Congress
background. He
studied in India,
went to Greece fora
degree in architec-
ture, and then gota
docroral degree
from Massachu-
setts Institute of
Technology in
the United
States. After
that he spent
time at Hawaii
for post-
doctoral
research.
Those are
impressive credentials, and

Dr Pokharel probably deserves the

the thirty-y I the tyranny
thatwent by the name of Panchayat in this
country. Remembering theagony s bad
cnough, buti’s the sadness of what the
leaders of those exciting imes have turned
out o be that makes the memory cven
more difficult o bear.

Back then, there was hope to help you
endure the hardships. Griefwas justa
sacrfice for a higher causc. But with the
faith n theiinfalibiliy of leadership all gone
and dreams of buildinga new society almost
dead, the strugeles of the past look ke days
wasted in chasinga mirage. I’ the shame of
the present political mess that makes the
pain of the past even more intense.

Dr Pokharel makes an attempt to
return to those days of high hopes and

pportunity that the state has given
him—he s an Honourable Member of
the National Planning Commission.
Temust be very tempting for Dr
Pokharel to swivel his chairand reflect

politics or diplomacy. The book may not
have a political agenda, but itis not
difficult to spot traces of advocacy for
Subarna Shumsher faction of Nepali
Congress in it. Whena learned person
like Dr Pokharel makes an attempt to
pursuc an agenda, extra care is ahways
taken to shroud the intention in the veils
of impartiality, sincerity and spontanc-

ity.

Dr Pokharel will not take offence if 1
were to suggest that his experiences were
of the less extreme kind compared to the
children of many other Nepali Congress
supporters all over the country. Subarna
Shamsher had the reputation of being
more generous to those who were
personally loyal to him compared to the
activists that were reckless enough to
persist with their loyalty to BP Koirala.
Memory is always selective, and Dr
Pokharel refains from temembering the
way Subarna Shumsherloyalists were given
Kid-glove treatment even when the minions
of the Panchayat ruchlessly prosccuted
Koirala supporers in the seventies.

‘What makes this book more
important is the way it depicts the
failure of armed strugle waged by the
Nepali Congess. I think there is lesson
in it for Messers Pushpa Kamal Dahal
and Baburam Bhattarai. They need to
ask themselves: sn't it history repeating
itselfin the Peoples’ War, but this time
asfarce? Dr Pokharel and Dr Bhattarai
were colleagues for a while t the
Department of Architecture at Tribhuvan
University's Institute of Engincering,
Shouldn't they come togetherand prepare
ablueprint fora new Nepal where Manasi,
Dr Bhattarai's daughter, would not have to
write of her days of shame and pain twenty

yearshence?

about hischildhood while looking down ac
the vista of Singha Darbar Gardens from the
huge window thatwashes his room with
winter sun. Afeerall, blss i nothing but
remembrance of pain and shame in the
times of glory and happiness. The satisfac-
tion of havingovercome fills you with pride,
andachievementisa powerful aphro-
disiac—itimpels you to dig decper to reach
higher for the fruits of success.

Tn that sense, Dr Pokharel’s book is
not justa trip down memory lane, it s
also his road map for a future career in

arning for prospecti : while
it'srewarding o plough through the book,
itslanguage can put your power of
perseverance to test. You realise the real
worth of something when s not there—
Dr Pokharel’s book demonstrates the
importance ofa good copy edior. Perhaps
thatis the other thing Dr Pokhrel should
have done: given the draft to Dr Bhattarai
o polish before sending it to the printers.
Irwould have done both of them a load of
good, and itwould have been lessofa
strain on readers.
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BAHUNS

Kanak Mani Dixit in “Bahuns
and the Nepali State” (#65)
seems to have completely
overlooked the fact that a
good majority of Bahuns in
remote parts of the country
are living in poverty, are
uneducated and unsophisti-
cated—very much like the
counterparts he has com-

o

pared them with. Bahuns
may have 98 percent of the
civil service jobs, but how
about for other industries?
What made Dixit concentrate
on Bahuns in the civil
service? For example, if he
looked at businesses, it
would be dominated by the
Newars. Travel and tourism
would be where Gurungs,
Rais and others hold
prestigious positions. But
taking only the civil service
statistics to conclude that
Bahuns are responsible for
the ill fate of Nepal shows
narrow vision. This is “dog
ate my home work” type of
analysis. The real problem is
lack of proper education,
let's not make any one
community a scapegoat
here.

Imit Sams

by email

Why is it that everyone in
Nepal hates Bahuns? And
why doesn't anyone dare
come forward to defend
them against allegations that
they are ruining the country?
Either Kanak Mani Dixit feels
quilty about being a Bahun,
or he simply believes in what
he hears.

| admit there isn't equal
representation of all ethnic
groups in decision-making
bodies and for some obvi-
ous and some not-so-
obvious reasons, Bahuns
and Chettris tend to domi-
nate them. But that does not
mean other ethnic groups in
Nepal are oppressed, or
exploited. Actually, Bahuns
are probably the most
oppressed group in Nepal.
We have had Kirati kings, we
have had Newar kings, we
have had Thakuri kings, we
have had kings of all other
groups, but we never had a
Bahun ruler. In fact, we are
the most oppressed group in
Nepal. Poor Bahuns work at
chule-Bahuns at the homes
of rich Newars. They are the
ones who get to eat katto—
which no other group even
dares to touch. We are the

ones who always get blamed
for whatever goes wrong in the
country, and people like Dor
Bahadur Bista (author of
Fatalism and Development,
another example of intellec-
tual mediocrity) and Dixit fail
to, or simply pretend not, to
know this.

Dixit writes about his friend
Tashi being summoned by
this Bahun/Chettri looking
gentleman. Why doesn't he
write about the numerous
incidents where Bahuns are
insulted by other ethnic
groups? Dixit makes Bahuns
who have nothing to do with
what goes on in the country
unnecessarily guilty about
their heritage. OK, | admit
certain Bahun prime ministers
have screwed up the country,
but haven't there been prime
ministers from other ethnic
groups who have been equally
unsuccessful? Is the Nepali
Times brave enough to
publish this letter? | suppose
not.

Trailokya Raj Aryal
Kathnmandu

There is no system better than
democracy. We cannot go
back to an autocratic system.
As Dixit points out, our country
still remains an incomplete
democracy. We should be
able now to find gaps in each
sector of our democratic
system and correct it. Once
the system functions well,
there will not be any discrimi-
h

have been lapses in the
past, yes, but we cannot
change the picture by simply
condemning them or giving
more opportunities to the so-
called underprivileged. It is
the attitude that needs to be
changed—the attitude of the
whole people, including
those of the underprivileged.
Is Kanak Mani Dixit who he is
today because of his abili-
ties, or simply because he is
a Bahun?

Hari Sharma Dahal

Dharan

Congratulations to Kanak
Mani Dixit for being bold and
honest on the issue of ethnic
groups being under-repre-
sented in Nepali politics and
government administrative
jobs. With a long history of
natabad and kripabad,
Nepal was bound to have
this unfair and unjust
representation. For a long
time, Bahuns have had the
upper hand in Nepali poli-
tics, and that grip has
increased. As a boy in
predominantly Newari
community, | was advised to
be a doctor, engineer or
businessman when | grew
up. But never a politician or
a jagire. My elders gave me
this advice not because they
hated these professions but
perhaps they tried and they
were severely discouraged
to be in such a field. | do not
know whether Bahuns are to

nation to Nepalis—Bi
otherwise. Dixit has also put
forward the idea of propor-
tional from

be blamed ly for the
sorry state of the country, but
one thing is clear: this poor
ion has to end

each ethnic group. This may

contradict the basic principle
of the majority in a democracy.
BP Poudyal

Richmond, California

| applaud your efforts in
pointing out the sociological
consequences of the Brahmin
dominance in Nepali society
and politics. Our society is still
in the feudal-medieval age
regardless whether we are in
the 21st century or not. The
Brahmin (priest) is the me-
dium between god and
humans. This medium of
interpretation of the super-
natural gives the Brahmin
extreme power. It is natural for
human beings to be inclined
towards self-preservation
according to social Darwin-
ism. Some may suggest
getting rid of the caste/class
system, but this would merely
take the branches off a tree,
not the root. We must trans-
late all Brahmin texts into
vernacular languages so
average Nepalis can evaluate
and analyse the doctrines,
concepts and values of the
system. Then we will have a
true Nepali renaissance,
enlightenment and revolution
in our thinking and culture.
Subarna Bhattachan
USA

Kanak Mani Dixit is neither a
narcissist nor a masochist, so
why does he take pleasure in
blowing up a volatile issue in
a society that is already
ethnically fractured? There

and | am sure the domi-
nance of Bahuns will erode
as education spreads. Some
of my best friends are
Bahuns, they are no different
than me. For me this ques-
tion of Newar vs Bahun/
Chettri is not relevant. More
relevant is a good blend of
representation from all
ethnicities in our bureauc-
racy and politics.
‘DBK"
New Jersey

While | agree with Kanak
Mani Dixit's argument that
there is a need of greater
participation from all ethnic
groups, | don't believe in
your approach. You present
the data of the Public Service
Commission job referrals
showing the increasing
participation of Bahun
people. But this does not
necessarily mean that the
PSC is discriminating
against other ethnic groups.
Though there can be some
loopholes, | believe the PSC
exams are fair. If no one from
a particular ethnic group
does well, it is not discrimi-
nation by default—it is
deficient and uneven educa-
tion. In my student says |
saw some Bahuns (espe-
cially from Syangja) prepar-
ing hard for the PSC exam
for years and eventually
succeed. They didn't get their
jobs because they were
Bahuns, but because they
worked hard. There is a
need for greater participation

of the dalits and janajatis in
nation building, but this does
not mean they should get an
opportunity to replace well-
trained and competent
people just because of
belonging to a particular
ethnic group. The only way to
ensure greater participation
of non-Bahuns is to give
them access to good educa-

tion. The true enemy is
illiteracy, not Bahuns. Let's
not disturb our socio-cultural
harmony by scapegoating
one ethnic group. | belong to
a new generation of Bahuns,
| don't have any prejudice
against Dailts or janjatis. |
believe in freedom and
democracy, fair play and
justice. | don't want to be
blamed for the injustices of
my ancestors.

F Nepal

USA

| was very moved by Kanak
Mani Dixit's analysis. | am
not a communal janjati. |
would be moved even if |
were a Bahun. | am an
idealist and believe in justice
and fairmess. We may have
different value systems, but
we all agree on certain
universally accepted and
appreciated human values.
Dixit's approach is humane,
forgiving and generous. He
could easily be another one
of those arrogant, self-
centered, narcisistic and
(worst of all) selfish Nepalis.
However, he has judiciously
chosen to feel for Nepal's
indigenous janjatis. | do not
believe in the blame culture,
but is it justifiable for 12
percent of the population of a
country to occupy over 80
percent of all the jobs in
politics, bureaucracy, judici-
ary? On the other hand, the
majority of Nepali martyrs
have been non-Bahuns.
Other communities must
learn the good attributes
from smart Bahuns but
speak out against
Bahunismm. It is sad to see
many janjatis following the
values of Bahunism. We
need more Bahuns like Dixit,
people with bigger hearts
and larger brains.

Rai

UK
The issues discussed by
Kanak Mani Dixit are easily
brushed aside with the

standard argument about
meritocracy. According to this

argument, the preponderance
of Bahuns in civil service,
political leadership and other
important sectors can be
accounted for by the Bahuns'
superior educational qualifica-
tions. As a member of an
ethnic group keenly following
the issue, | would love to hear
what our ethnic activists have
to say about this counter-
argument. Dixit and the
editorial team in Nepali Times
deserve plaudits for openly
discussing an issue that
largely remains a taboo in the
mainstream media. The
solution pointed out by Dixit is
also admirable as it prudently
steers clear of extreme
positions taken by some
radical elements on both
sides of the divide.

Ram Limbu

Sydney

Hats off to Kanak Mani Dixit for
taking on such a controversial
topic even though he himself
belongs to the Bahun commu-
nity. 1 am a girl of 18, and
unfortunately | have felt the
superior attitude among the
parbatiyas about other
communities that Dixit talks
about. It is necessary to
address these grievances and
the oppressive psyche now so
that it does not erupt into
violence later. It is a long and
difficult job, but it is important
to tackle it head-on. After all, it
doesn't really matter whether
we are Bahun, Chettri, Rai or
Gurung. We are all Nepalis.
Aacista Gurung
Kathmandu

TRUTH
As | cross my fingers and
hope that my long awaited trip
to Nepal scheduled for
November is not cancelled
due to recent events, | thought
I would take a moment to
browse the Internet for some
information from your part of
the world. | was quite inter-
ested to see your editorial
(“Truth is the first casualty”,
#65). Do not jump to the
conclusion that as an Ameri-
can, | am going to defend our
national media. Indeed, as a
former journalist, | have been
appalled at the media's
beating of the proverbial war
drum which has been heard
across the vast stretches of
this land, from purple moun-
tains, seas of grain... you
know the rest. I could not
agree with your editorial more.
No. This is a response from
an American who remains
unheard in his own land. An
American who feels the war in
Afghanistan is wrong. Who
feels the US has a history of
its own terrorist actions that lie
at the root of the tragic events
of 11 September. The purpose
of this letter is to let you know
that not all Americans support
our current war. Some of us
know that if truth wasn't the
first casualty, it was the first
wounded, but there are those
of us who are trying whatever
methods we can to let our
voices, and the truth, be
heard.
ather
Denver, Colorado

| am overwhelmed to find the
short but true war analysis
by Daniel Lak (“Collateral
damage”, #65) in your
Internet edition. | agree
about the failure of diplo-
macy and politics by the
United Sates and its allies
as well as the approach
taken by the global mass
media in covering this crisis.
Many are deviating from the
basic norms of journalism,
and this is a major test for
the world's media. The
promises expressed by
leaders involved in this war
are also going to be tested.
Let us hope for a quick end
of the war and peace in the
world.

Shital Bhandary

Tijuana, Mexico

TIKAPUR
Thanks to CK Lal for cover-
ing Tikapur in his regular
column (“Nothing to do in
Tikapur", #64). During my
three years stay at the
adjoining bazaar of Rajapur,
Bardiya, my family of three
were regular visitors of the
Bangla garden. It is a well-
known picnic spot for people
from Nepalgunj,
Mahendranagar and
Surkhet. Mismanagement,
over staffing and
politicisation are the three
legs of a dangerous tripod
that prohibits the progress
of the park. People of
Tikapur are still recalling
the dedication made by
late Khadga Bahadur
Singh. His untimely de-
mise was a tragedy. As
indicated by Lal, Tikapur
could become the educa-
tion hub of mid and Far-
western Nepal because it
has already a well devel-
oped infrastructure.
Tikapur, like the rest of
Nepal, needs sound
management and
depoliticisation. The road
linking Tikapur garden
from the Mahendra High-
way at Lamki should be
black-topped. The garden
should be divided into
different parts and a part
should be developed as
mini-zoo to attract domes-
tic tourists.

Prakash Kafle

by email

TAX
We wouldn't mind paying
taxes, if we knew where the
tax money goes. And if it
goes into someone else’s
pocket, why should we
pay? (From the Nepali
press, “UN salaries, tax”,
#65). Other workers in
government and private
sector pay tax, but do they
know what has been done
with their money? Has
education improved? Have
services improved? Has
security improved? Nope. It
is not just UN workers, no
one should pay tax if it is
being used for personal or
political benefit—like
adding more ministers and
departments.

Dinesh Bhatta

Kathmandu
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The wealth beneath

w;egas planrzzPachzll, Tekit.

Some 300 metres below the surface, Kathmandu Valley's vast natural

gas reserves are waiting to be tapped. What’s holding things up?

RAMYATA LIMBU

inita Sharma used to think
B that vegetables wereall

that grew on her tiny
backyard on the banks of the
Bagmati in Teku. Then she found
out she was sitting on top of a
huge deposit of natural gas.

For the past twenty years,
Sharma's family hasnt used
firewood, kerosene or cylinders,
the household’s entire energy
requirement is met by a scemingly
inexhaustible (and torally free)
source offuel: underground

natural gas.
“I have been using the gas to
cook,” says Sharma, who was at
first reticent to talk to media
about the bonanza below her feet
because she though the govern-
ment might start taxing her. The
Sharmas were drilling for water
when they accidentally discovered
gas—a careless plumberlita
cigarette and threw away the
match. “The workmen had drilled

to about 700 fe when a huge et of

water gushed out of the ground,”

recalls Sharma. “When the

plumber's match touched the
ground, it burst into flames.”

Geologists have long known
that there are huge reserves of
natural gas below layers of
sediments in Kathmandu Valley—
remains of the vegetation and
aquatic plans that thrived on the
lake bed. They say there is enough
gas trapped in zones called
“facies” between 180 to 300
mettes below the surface.

“The gasis composed chiefly
of methane, carbon dioxide and
nitrogen. It highly combustible

and non-toxic, and can be utilised
asa dependable aliernative source
of cnergy,” says Ramesh Kumar
Aryal, a geologist with the
Ministry of Industry’s Depart-
ment of Mines and Geology.

Studies carried out by the
deparement indicate the gas
reserves, found mainly along the
Bagmati and along the southern
end of the valley, can fulfil the
domestic energy needs of an
estimated 21,000 households in
Kathmandu Valley for 30 years.
“The gas itselfis generated by

Extent of gas field

clayey sediments rich in organic
materials, and the methane is
dissolved in water under tremen-
dous pressure.

“The gas could be made
commercially viable fa project
floated in the private sector by
the Department of Mines and
Geology takes off. The
Kathmandu Gas Project,initiated
by the department with the help
of the Japan International
Cooperation Agency, JICA, and
UNDP, concluded thata

oential gas reserve of about 300
million cu m exists in central and
southern Kathmandu as far
back as 1978.

“The department recently
floated a tender, and the private
Susasan Power Company says it
has been virtually assured of the
contract, Itis waiting for che
political situation to stablise
before invesing in the infrastruc-
re. “Itisn'ta very good time for
investment and, like most private
investors in Nepal, we have to
waitand sce what happens with
the talks between the Maoists

and the government,” says
exccutive director Gopal Krishna
Gadraula. The company’s
Chinese partners are wary about
the investment scenario and also
want to wait before they commit
themselves to the project,

which is estimated to cost nearly
Rs 450 million.

“Butwith really high excava-
tion costs, the toral will probably
be higher,” says Gadtaula. Once
they start, Susasan expects to
work with the government on
establishing parameters, including
subsidies on electricity, i
ax releases, and subsidies similar
o those on imported Indian
liquefied petroleum gas. Govern-
ment officials told us negotia-
tions on revenue and royalty
would take place after it accepted
the proposal of a private com-
pany it was in the final stages of
approving.

Forany company interested
in implementing the project,
much of the nitial groundwork
and infrastructure has already
been done. Initial exploration

HERE AND THERE

Remembering rebabs in Rimche .

by DANIEL LAK

or the horrific. So my journey to Langtang, one of Nepal's most
beautiful valleys, should have been a timely interlude free of worry
and woe. But it wasn’t

Evenin the (lterally) breathtaking surroundings of Kyangjin
Gompa, the world kept intruding. Not just any old part of the world,
but Afghanistan, now being bombed for the fourth straight week by the
world's only superpower.

Tknow, I know. There he goes again, banging on about morality
and murder, sitting on the sidelines deploring the play on the pitch; or
in this case, the vividly American “field”. No, I didn’t set out this
week to point out civilian casualties yet again, or to wondet in print
how to stand against terrorism, whilé despising what’s being done to
stopit. That I'll leave to another time.

No one told me that that the sweaty journey up the Langtang
Valley was so steep! It’s not a valley, ic's a vertical jungle. 1l admit to
being slightly out of shape, or even slighly pear-shaped, but I could
barely manage the ho, sultry, bamboo shaded paths through thick
forest, and along mossy clff faces. As your correspondent though, I
persevered. Usually, to make the plodding go by less painfully, T hum
tunes (“out of tunes” according to my long suffering fellow trekker and
wife). Almostanything that comes to mind. Buc on this trek,
stayed silent.

Tcouldn't sop thinking about a house in Islamabad where we used
0 meet in the carly 1990s o hear Afghan musicians play.

Usually they wer away on rebab d
that are to the more claborate sarod what a banjo is to a classical
guitar. We would quench our thirst with rough Italian wine, poured
into an carthenware jug and dispensed into cups made of glorious
smoky glass from Herat. Our host made us it on the floor, which after

I n theory, a trek should make you forget the mundane, the pressing

Even on a trek up to Kyangjin
Gompa, memories of Afghanistan
kept intruding.

afew cups of plonk became very comfortable indeed.
Allthis, you understand, came flooding back as I perspired my way
up towards Ghoratabela, on the second day in Langtang, Back to
Islamabad, one singer named Ali was a real favourite. He wasa
Kabuli, and as such, a deeply cultured and passionate man. His fingers
would licerally fly over the strings, each one plucking madly. The
mausic would be distorted, syncopated and utterly compelling. His
eyes would close tighly as he strove for higher and higher notes. He

often sanga nashena, kind of a gazal on steroids, and I swear I actually
saw one person so moved that he crushed his wine glass and didn't
notice the deep red blood flowing from a gashed hand.

Thoughts of Ali became thoughts of Afghans in general and what
had happened to them over the past twenty-odd years. Ali,like most of
the musicians [ knew in Islamabad, had fled Kabul when victorious
mujahideen groups turned on each other and killed tens of thousands of
civilians in the capital, fighting like vultures over a scrap of rotted flesh.
‘The coming of the Taliban in 1996 ended the fighting, but senta final
wave of musicians, artists and actors into cxile. No room for them ina
country where shimmering nests of video and audio tape fluttered on
every cornerlight standard as a reminder that music and television were
now banned.

Tquickly forgot about Ali and his entertaining Afghan compatriots
as we sat down to lunch at Rimche. One good thing about trekking; it
allows you to cat vast quantities and feel good aboutit. But no, not
even the groaning board of the Summit Hotel and Restaurant,
Rimche’s finest, provided honest escape from the war. As I shovelled
down my dal bhat, I started thinking about Kabuli pulau, and the
exquisite fried aubergines in yoghurt that my cook in Kabul used to
assemble proudly, even as rockets exploded nearby and Kalashnikovs
clattered from the roof,

Where s he these days? No forcigners to cook for, no hard
currency to salt away in his Pakistani bank account, not much of a life,
just American bombs raining down these days. 1 sincerely hope heis
not part of the collateral damage.

Even Langtang or the amazing view from Tserigo R, can’t banish
thoughts of the war against whatever. And I'm going back next week,
to meet the newest wave of refugees to flec the slow and horrible death
ofa country. [

work by JICA in 1978 delincated
226 5q km area in central
Kathmandu as gas-rich area. JICA
studied the surface and subsurface
geology, as well as the
geochemical characteristics of
water and natural gas from
existing water wells, Three gas
wells drilled at Tripureswor
indicated that there was a proven
gas reserve of 47 million cum
within a4 sq km zone of Teku-
Tripureswor.

Amodel gas plant established
by the Kathmandu Gas Project in
Tekuin 1983 stopped operating
about thee years ago, but there is
astilla Department of Mines and
Geology security guard looking
after the site. The experiment was
o sce if gas supply was consistent
enough for commercial use, The
gas collected in the plant was
supplied to the Veterinary
Hospital, the then Ministry of
Industry, and the Nepal Telecom-
munication Corporation offices in
the immediate vicinity of the
model plant.

The gas was supplied to the
institutions from a 500 cu m
storage tank connected to three
gaswells by an underground PVC
pipeline. The Department of
Mines stopped supplying the gas
not because the gas ran out, but
because it was spending up to Rs
2 million annually.

“The pipelines, the infrastruc-
ure, are still in place, so whoever
takes on the project can actually
starc right away,” says Aryal. He
estimates 5,000 houses can start
getting gas within a month, and
the entire project could be
implemented within a year. Once
the project gets underway, the
private company will be the
sole distributor of the gas and
its use by private consumers

will be illegal.

“We do know that in some
areas of Patan, Thapathali and
Tripureswor the gas s being
wpped by individual households.
Once we implement the project,
wewill have to notify individual
houscholds that it isillegal to use
this gas,” says Gadtaula,

But that may be casier said
than done. Ifthe company
decides to use the infrastructure
thatis already in place for gas
collection and distribution there
would be opposition from the
new residences that have come up

-I"I‘ J.I-ﬁ
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in the Teku area. “The plant was
built nearly twenty years ago
when there were hardly any
houses in the area. Today, itisa
heavily populated neighbour-
hood, and a plant like that could
bea threat,” says Krishna
Bhakea, a local resident.

“The Department of Mines
and Geology has divided the
Valley's gas prospective zones
into three blocks: Block A,
Teku-Tripureshowr, hasa

Cross section of Kathmandu Valley

-
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proven gas reserve of 46 million
cum. Block B, Koteswore-
Tinkune, shows a probable
reserve of 170 million cu m, and
Block C, Manahara-Imadole,
shows a probable gas reserve of
100 million cu m.

“The project plans to install
gas gathering stations in Teku,
which would supply gas to
Soaltce and Thapathali through
Tripureswor, in Bhrikuti
Mandap, which would supply gas
to Darbar Marg through Jamal,
Ratna Park, and the Tudikhel
area, another station in
Sankhamul, which would supply
gas to The Everest Hotel, along
Arniko Highway towards Babar

Mahal and Tinkune, and oneat
Balkumari would supply gas to
Pulchowk and to Tin Kune,
through Koteswor and Gwarko.

Adetailed feasibility study in
1996 on the commercial utilisa-
tion of the Valley's gas resources
ruled out the use of "biogenic”
natural gas in the industrial
sector, for power gencration, or
as compressed gas for transport,
but said it was good for domestic
purposes.

The project anticipates
generating revenue out of two
components, methane gas and
water produced from the wells.
“OFcourse we have to discharge
some water forcibly back into the

ground since the gas is water-
dissolved. The rest we hope to
sell—if Melamchi hasn't taken off
by then,” says Aryal.

Department estimates
indicate that the revenue from gas
and water sales could amount to
over Rs 120 million per year.
Intetestingly, although Susasan
says it has been assured the
license by the government,
officials say the exact details of
how much royalty it pays to the
government has not yet been
worked out.

All this is good news for
Binita Sharma and others ke her
who can go on using the free gas
from beneath their feet. [
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OURTARIFF
Room uss$
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Double 40.00

10% VAT & 2% T.S.F

Meal

Breakfast 3.00
Lunch/Dinner 6.00
10% VAT & 2% T.S.F
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But our hidden strength are the solid back-up services: Central
air-conditioning, Central hot water boiler, Full capacity generator, Own
perennial source of potable water; and above all, the experienced
managerial support of the ACE Hotels & Resorts team !

For SPECIAL RATES 9|
INR Contact E
Mrs. Bindu Sakya é
1600.00 indu S
1800.00 (Managing Director)

Mr. Hari Shyam Shrestha
(Manager-Sales & Marketing)

130.00
275.00

Clo Hotel Ambassador
P.0.Box: 2769, Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 410432, 414432, 419432, (res) 612383
Fax: 977-1-413641, E-mail: acehotels@acehotels.com.np
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Preparing for disaster

Nepal is almost synonymous with natural disasters. And
UN agencies in the country are not taking chances. UN
Nepal this week launched the UN Disaster Response
Preparedness Plan on the occasion of 56" anniversary of
the international body. The three-part plan seeks to ensure
that in the event of a major disaster the UN and its partners
will be able to provide effective and timely assistance to its
staff and their dependants, and other affected people. The
UN has also established an Emergency Operation Centre,
designed to withstand earthquake tremors of up to 8.5 on
the Richter scale. They have reason to. Studies estimate
that an earthquake on the magnitude of 8.3 could kill over
40,000, injure more than 90,000, and destroy about 60
percent of the buildings in the Valley. That's not all. It would
leave about 700,000 people homeless, more than 50
percent of bridges impassable, damage more than 95
percent of water supply pipes, and leave 60 percent of
telephone lines out of order. To get the message across to
attending guests and dignitaries, including Prime Minster
Deuba, the theatre group Aarohan put up a hilarious street
play.

Festive occasion

Festivals are about fa:mly And Revatl Subem has a h\g
one. One of Bhaktapur's seven centenarians, Subedi
recently celebrated Dasain with a host of grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. The 114-year-old has outlived her two
sons and has a daughter, six grandsans and 13 grand-
daughters, 10 great t-great

and two great- great granddaughters

The rewards of fiction

Good times are here for Nepali novelists writing in English.
While Manjushree Thapa’s recently launched book The
Tutor of History, published by Penguin India, is doing brisk
sales in Valley bookstores, Ohio-based Nepali writer,

Samrat Upadhyay, .— r

just bagged the
2001 Whiting
Writers' Awards.
Given annually to
the best emerg-
ing writers,
Upadhyay and
four other fiction
writers, two poets,
two non-fiction writers, and a playwright, received $ 35,000
each at a ceremony in New York on 27 October. Upadhyay's
Arresting God in Kathmandu was released by Mariner
Books/ Houghton Mifflin in July this year, the first fictional
work by a Nepali author to be published in the west.
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A do-rt-yoursetf commumty in Chrtwan has created .a min

park, and is eaming money from eco-tourism.

KISHOR PRADHAN
INKUMROSE, CHITWAN

ficen years ago this place,
F north of the Rapti and cast of

the Royal Chitwan National
Park, was 25 hectares of barren
land. Once partof the vast Chitwan
jungle,the forests had ben cleared
by loggersand a government
resetdement campaign.

“Then, in thelatc 19805, the
community got together to plant
trees and recreate the once-lush
jungles of the area. Today the
Kurose Community Forestisa
1,050 hectare patch ofjungleand
generates Rs 1.5 million annually
from tourists visiting the area for

le need not be in confli

Thek

“Inthe past th floods from the
Rapr river used to wreak havoc in
Kumroseand seven other villages.
We started trce plantations on the
barten banks of the river to prevent
floods, now thercare no floods,the
trees hold the soil ogether and the
farms are more fertile,”says Hira

Bahadur Gurung, who chairs the

Community
bl

Forestisa story

l--\:.

local micro-entreprencurship, and
the su ion efforts

ofhow communityforestry and
conservation can go together. The
village collects fees from the rides
and ploughs the money directly into
frther conservation work.
“Thevillage charges Rs 300
rupees per clephant o enter the
Kumrose forestand generates about

hasalso encouraged the people to
start community enterpriscs. The
users'group of the Kumrose
Community Forest, together with
the Village Devel Commit-

-nat'ional

Come to Kumrose

ity forest show: lush

inthe iy scason (), and kesis head
through the tall cleph bserving him (above).
leopards. Inically, when faced wich “The Kumose Community

the reforestation plans, not everyone
was so sanguine. “The local
leadership was criticised by people
when it was first decided thata

: b

Forest started out 15 years agoasa
Panchayat-protected forest, butin
1995 it was registered as a commu-

iy forescand s ben unctioning

implemented in our village. People
were afraid that wild animals from
the nearby Royal Chitwan National
Park would make this patch of

forest their home and cause more
trouble to local farmers,” says the
Kumrose Village Development

Committee Chairman Krishna Lal
Chaudhary.

Now there s none of the
hosdlty herein Kumrose towards
wildifeoften seen in other conser-
vation areas of Nepal. “We tolerate
e o frovild aimals

tee, recently constructed a machan
(viewing tower) that can accommo-
date eight visitorsata time. The

wesce the benefis they bring us,”
says Hira Bahadur. Sometimes the
village secks the help of the Royal

accordin
forestryregulations, which hand
over decision-making on protection
and management to the forest user
groups et up by the village develop-
ment committces.

“The Kumrose Community
Forestis shordy completing ts
terms under the jurisdiction of the
district forest authority, and isin
the process of being registered asa
bufferzone of the Royal Chitwan
National Park, Onceitis declared
abuffer, it will benefit from the
park's conservation efforts, and in
turn contribute grassroots suppore
for the park.

Thisisavital part of the modern

forest conservation group. Rs1.5 millonayear.“Themoney | machan offrsvisorsachanceto | Chitwan Nationl Parko elocte | apprach o consrtion, andville
‘Today, nearly 1,200 houscholds | generated by | feeto the night, and bl leph gy behind the Tarai Arc

in thevicinity benefit directly from | tourist on clephants are used for m(hedayl@u theapportunityto | marmudinglcoprds Landscape (TAL), a newconservation

the Kumrose forest, which helps ion activities in the KCF. dbirdsina Arecent rhi onducted | approach beingd

et i firewood, timber, fodder | The fencesdemrcating theforet | pesceful stin. by the King Mahendra Trustfor | Worldwide Fund for Narure (W)

and thatch needs. area from Withthegrowh of theforest | Naure Consenvaton found 20 ojoin conservation efort in the
With the restoration of the | tained and repaired, thino trenches | and resident wildlifein Kumrose, | resident rhinosin K Nepal araiand Indi

forests, wildlife from the Royal are dug,and moneyisalsoinvested | there has been a surge in the Says Hira Bahadur, “Since the Royal | - TALaimsto connect commu-

dlphantridsand mawrevalks. | Chitwan Nadonal Pk asao
does not rival the Kinginto the Kumose
nearby Royal Chitwan National forest. The Asiaticone-horned
Park, butwhatithas shown s that | thinoceros and the Royal Bengal
humaninterention canbringack | Tiger both oam he fore, and this
hat human bringsin tog

destroyed—and it can work for the
benefitof nearby villages and raise
their standard of living, Park and

eleph:m[ -back to catcha g lmpse of
the rare beasts, or go on jungle
walks or even camp out.

Kumrosevillage,” says Hira

installed in many

invarious development activitiesfor | community'sawareness of conserva- | Chitwan National Parkis near ity forests, protected forests, cleven
son. Villgers have el they are | Kumvoss widanimals fomthepark | proteted reasand ational parks

Babadur Bogaspanthavebeen | the jariesof the | used tostmayinand around the in Nepal and India to fciliate
househ dbyvisiing Ki butwihth I | migration of Issucha
alierativesource of encrgyand tourists. Therei growthof K area,the | tigers, thinos and Asian clephants.

villagers are encouraged to useless
firewood from the forest.
Curioussisors o thecomm-

about the wild animals their forest
now attracts, especially since crops
are damaged by rhinosand wild

ity forest haveal ag

leph dlivestock killed by

grasslandsand the natural water
holes and canals, large wild animals
Tike hinos have become resdentin
the forest.”

‘This would ensure their natural
roaming patterns along jungle
cortidors and ensure their long-
term survival.
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The foreign hand - -

Is Nepali sovereignty really so fickle that it
by a new English newspaper?

seee

ith the Maoist militia on furlough and the
government fidgering its way towards
uncertainty,the holiday season has given

us an opporcunity to reflect on wha i really means
tobeaNepali

cecee

bbli

parliament
overtheir rank and/ur portfolios n the newly expanded
cabinetand others were enraged by the last-minute
forfeiture of their Dasain kharcha, sell others were
warning us of how a new foreign-funded English daily
was fast emergingas the greatest threat to national
security since the 1814-16 war with the Bricish. The
Dasain-eve fracas on the (futliy of foreign investment,
ordinarily a welcome proposition for an economy n
distepair, has fortified ourallegiance to nationalism.
Advocatesof state protection of the media nsist
dhacche nvestorinquesion vascoing o Nepal nox
only to take away our money butal;

secee

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

e

it is threatened

ceee

advertising revenue cannot sustain a further frag-
mentation of the market would have been a more
plausible one. The major dailics from down south
available ac Kathmandu newsstands are cheaper than
our own. (Until several years ago, on some evenings
in places like Biratnagar, you could choose between
the train-delivered dark cditions of Indian dailics
and the jet-sped late city editions routed via
Kathmandu.) Morcover, they have more pages and,
therefore, command a higher resale value among
Kabadiwallahs. If opponents of the upcoming English
daily can live with foreign publications continuing to
penetrate Nepal's market as long s they keep their
hands offthe local advertisement pic, then all I have
to say is that the current debate is fatally flawed.
Asfor fears of the propagation of ominous
external agendas, do we honestly believe we need
foreign i d their official sponsors here

her own country’s hidden agenda. OneMPdsmlad
how opening the fourth estate’s doorsto forcign money
would eventually turm Nepal intoa truly paperless
society. Others haveasserted that no South Asian
country has been so iberal with the cash and editorial

udgememofnon residentales.

and abroad—to bring out newspapers for that? Some
of our indigenous publications have long shown
adeptness in adapting stories conceived and vetted
by innocuously named specialists repesenting
forcign governments into cogent commentaries. |
have compiled my ovn weely liscof must-read

sound el mky, Ove the s 12 years we
have been told that our democracy is noless inclust

d think I have figured out with a reason-
able degreeofaccuracy where | can find country-
specifc pespecives on Nepali and internati

and resilient than that in Britain or in the United
States. Implicitin such reasoning, one would have
thought,is the freedom people like Rupert Murdoch
have to buy minority shares in Nepal Television, mount
abid to take over Metro FM and fully own RCT
football club. We never bothered about what other
countries in South Asia were doing while we decided to
‘modulate our FM bandwidth with a clutter of frequen-
cies. Why are we suddenly being asked to take a
regional perspecive of the media now? Our constiru-
tion does not limit our right to be misinformed
precisely because it presupposes we are capable of
rational judgemem in (he vo(ing boothand in front of
newspaper aving the whit
flag even before the dummy edmons of the publication
hit the pavements?

Itisimportant not to forget the moral dimen-
sion of the discourse. Foreign media outlets kept
aloft the torch of Nepalis’ burning desire for
freedom from the early days of the Nepal Praja
Parishad. Photographs of young revolutionaries in
shackles smuggled out of a Rana prison showed to
the world that Nepalis were willing to pay any price
and bear any burden for lfe, liberey and the pursuic
of happiness. During the panchayat decades, foreign
news media were considered the paragons of
journalistic perfection. (Remember those colourful
stories on how the panchas rigged the referendum by
using ballot papers that changed from blue to yellow
overnight?) Why are some of these same outlets now
considered pernicious sources of disinformation?
How could we become so uncivil to those who
helped us regain our liberties?

“The economic risks posed by the ediorial
venture seem more real. The argument that our

issucs. The fairness doctrine works remarkably wel,
t00. Within days, you can expect to read robust
rebuttals and compelling counterclaims within the
same pool of periodicals.

Asa reader, T would want to hear

secee

Read the fine print

Foreign entry into the Indian media spells
trouble, says an Indian journalist.

N
o ver the greater part of the
last decade, there has been
considerable lobbying to
bring about a major institutional
change in India-reshaping the
character of India’s press by
compromisingand erodingits
wholly Indian character.

The demand is to reverse the
strategic policy decision and
allow the entry of foreign media
interests and foreign investment
into India’s newspaper sector.
This demand is made in the name
of liberalisation and globalisation
in India. Itis not backed by any
kind of sensible, logical or
persuasive reasoning, Itis a
demand raised by those who do
not care for our history, our
politics, our constitutional-legal
situation, the professional and
economic realities of our media
and its future.

There are two major media
traditions in Indi lder one

with what is available to non-
citizens in Articles 14 and 29 of
the Constitution.

How on earth can the entry
of foreign media interest into the
press sector make constitutional
sense when neither “freedom of
speech and expression” nor “the
freedom to practice any profes-
sion, or to carry on any occupa-
tion, trade or business” is
guaranteed to non-cirizens by the
Constitution of India?

Afeer Independence, the
question arose whether foreign
ownership of daily and periodic
newspapers was good for India and
its press. Out of the First Press
Commission’s 1954 Report flowed
the Cabinet decision announced in
the Lok Sabha on 30 September,
1955, by the minster for informa-
tion and broadcasting, BV Keskar.

ofadivers,plualsicand
|

relatively i ia and

‘The decision was that forcign

the younger one of the manipu-
lated and misused broadcast
‘media, state-controlled radio and
television. The long-term Indian
press experience suggests the
following substantive functions
performed, over many decades, by

arguments from both sides before officials come out
with a final decision on the future of the newspaper
in question. The debate should be premised on the
fact that the government is not entirely powerless.
Officials can specify recruitment policies that
neither conflict with the realities of the Nepali
labour market nor contradict the Nepali mind-set.
In terms of content control, didn’t we witness
not too long ago how the government could haul
into the Hanuman Dhoka gaol those who in its
view failed to respect the outer bounds o
freedom of expression?

Then there are other measures, ranging from a
stiff surcharge on newsprint and a symbolic denial of

scrutiny from the tax officers, which could work
aginse potential mischicF makrs, We wouldi'c
have to worry too much aboutan

alarge number of
coming out in various languages:
() credible-informational, (b}
critical-‘adversarial -investigative,
(©) educational, (d) agenda-
bmldmg, and (¢) propaganda
roles.

Freedom of the press is
derived from Article 19 of the
Constitution. The Supreme Court
has held that press freedom is a
combination of two freedoms.
Article 19(1) (g), subject, of
course, to consitutionally-
sanctioned “reasonable restric-
tions” (which to be effective need
tobe prescribed by law and also
meet judiclalstandards of

outcty against offcial clampdown on press freedom
after we recall how national-security considerations
compelled the Voice of America to spike an inter-
view with Taliban chief Mullah Mohammed Omar
onlya few weeks ago.

TFour foreign investor friend eventually were o be
ordered to take the next flight out of the country along
with his chequebook, that wouldn'tleave meany more
reassured about the security of Nepal's sovereignty. If,
on the other hand, the liberal proclivities of e
governmentwere toallow the presses tostar rolling, [
still woulds' stop reading ll those revealing analyses in

limited readership base and of

bl mylise.0

tional protection and practical
freedom India’s

dealemainly with news and current
affairsshould not beallowed to
bring outeditions in India.

Tndia’s press has come  long
way since. According o the
National Readership Survey 2001
(NRS 2001), there are an
estimated 178 million adult
newspaper readers in India, even
ifwomen readers ate notoriously
under-represented in this number.
Diversity, pluralism and relative
independence remain in our
media, although they have come
under pressure from various
quarters, are enviable by interna-
tional standards.

Yet, for all this, the social
reach of the press remains weak—
some 45 copics of daily newspa-

seee

Australiaand some other coun-
tries have demonstrated the
wisdom of restricting foreign
ownership in their newspaper
industry.

Itis sometimes asserted that
forcign players will be interested
only in India’s English-language
press. This s a naive assumption.
“The pursuit of profit and power is
unlikely o be stopped by
linguistic barriers. If the 1955-56
policy decision is thrown out of
the window in the name of
globalisation, nothing can prevent
aRupert Murdoch from expanding
and taking over, directly or
indirectly, one or more of India’s
major newspaper groups.

Onceallowed in, foreign
capital will also launch new
newspapers in collaboration with
Indian parties, which can be
active or passive partners. Nor is
aminority equity holding
stipulation for foreign investors
going to make any difference in
Favour of indigenous interests.
When the play is between
unequals, the developed and more
resourceful player is not going to
be disadvantaged by a minority
ownership stake.

What happens to the demo-
cratic media when the Murdochs,
the Robert Maxwells and the
Jean-Luc Lagarderes move in
under the signboard of the “global
village” is the subject of a growing.
body of literarure. In his splendid
book The Media Monopoly Ben
H Bagdikian, who has been hailed
as “the conscience of American
journalism,” draws attention to
the homogenising, sulifying and

of

pers per 1,000 population, which
compares, poorly with the social
dispersion of the press in devel-
oped and some developing
countries. At best, the Indian
press can be characterised asa
quite developed press with

! In

areindeed the envy of the
developing world.

But the Aricle 19 guarantee
of the freedom of specch and
expression, and therefore,
freedom of the press, is available
only to Indian citizens—not to
forcigners. The exclusivity of the
application of all Article 19
fundamental rights o citizens is
clearly no accident: this contrasts

other words, its a developing
press that needs carcful nurturing,
and systemic protection from
destabilising forces.

The price paid by some
countries,including the United
Kingdom, for failing to protect
cheir newspapers from Murdoch-
style aggession, take-overs and
value-formation is well-known.

On the other side, Canada and

fewer and fewer corporations
owning “most of the output of
daily newspapers and most of the
sales and audience in magazines,
broadcasting, books and movies”
in the US and constituting “a new
private ministry of information
and culture.”

From an Indian national and
democratic standpoint, Murdoch
s not the only kind of foreign
player we are concerned with. If
the 1955 policy decision is
reversed, nothing will prevent
American, German, British,
Israeli, Iranian or Saudi or, for
that matter, Pakistani business-
‘men from hiding behind fronts
and shell companies and operat-
ing within the Indian press sector,
taking advantage of the sover-
cignty-minimal policy. When it
comes to ‘regulating foreign
media entry, you cannot open the
door selectively.

In the final analysis, the
argument turns on politics—
democratic politics. As eminent
jurist AG Noorani emphasises,
the Indian press s part of the
Indian political system. In the
same spiric, the media, the
political system, the government
and the public should rejectas
dangerous the demand to open up
the Indian newspaper sector to
forcign interests and forcign
investment.

(The Times of India)

(N Ram is editor of Frontline and
Businessline in India.)
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Deadlock

The last round of the Nepal-India trade talks at the secretary level on 25 and 26 October went nowhere,
following India's proposal to revert to pre-treaty provisions on value addition and compulsory labour and
material content of Nepali exports. The treaty, which expires 5 December, provided Nepali manufacturers
unrestricted access to Indian markets. The problem is Indian concerns about “Rules of Origin” and “surge”,
and threatens a treaty that has seen a six-fold increase of Nepali exports to India and a doubling of imports
from India. The agreement would have been renewed automatically, but India wants safeguards against the
increase in five Nepali exports—vegetable ghiu, acrylic yarn, copper wires, zinc oxide and steel pipes.

Text it

The Nepal Telecommunication Corporation will make its Short Messaging Service (SMS) a regular feature
for mobile owners after Tihar. Users will have the service free until 16 November, after which they will
have to pay for text messaging. Sources in the corporation told us the NTC has. areduction

Ef

IOMIC SENSE

Sikkimonomics

by ARTHA BEED

£
i |

Sikkim may not be perfect, but it has some lessons for us in Nepal.

ip ourside Nepalisalways
refteshingand instructive,
Conside,forxampl, the

notices warning those wholtter
abouraRs 5,000 fine. And guess
what! Gangokis clean. Such

Evenapartfrom tourism, Sikkim
isdoingquiteall ight. Hydropower,
thatwe think so highly ofhere, sa

e ione S

onarecent pre-fetival rip to Sikkim.

justd

tha pass theaverage esidentby,

matter

y
styl. Projectsas largeas 510 MW
hvebeer identified and areon

Nepalisthan Sikkim—an India-

of tariffs, as part of the strategy to meet potential competition from a private operator expected to begin
services later this year. The new tariffs would need government approval.

To text, customers go to the message menu on their mobiles and complete the set up, which involves
dialling the SMS Service Centre (+ 9779810-28801). The procedure for writing and receiving text differs
from set to set. The NTC presently has about 17,000 mobile subscribers, of whom about 15,500 are in
Kathmandu Valley.

ADB assistance

The Asian Development Bank has earmarked $306 million in soft loans and $4 million as a technical assist-
ance grant for 2002-2004, or $102 million each year. Much of the money is to be spent on poverty reduction
projects, in line with the Poverty Reduction Partnership Agreement between the government and the Bank.
The technical assistance is to be used to prepare projects that will be funded by the loans. The exact
amount that will be disbursed will depend on the assessment of the performance of existing and new
projects, according to the Bank. Nepal's actual borrowing from the Asian Development Fund between
1994-2000 was $94 million.

centriceconomy thatwas eventually
anneed, and often Nepalisin Nepal
feartheir face willollow that of his
former Himalayan kingdorn.
“Thebordertown of Rangpo
presentsan interesting phenom-
enon—thedifference between the
states of West Bengaland Sikkim.
Crossabridgeand se thedifference
instandards oflving The changeis
something ke that between
Mahendranagarand Banbasaor
Tatopaniand Khasa. Thereisa
difftencein the way shopsarelined
up,intheorganisation of the markets
and thetall buildings supposed to

ofsuch moves,and mostlocals take

pridein howwell they manage to

implement their planners suggestions.

Whileitwas nicc tobein
Gangrokasa tourist,itwasn'tso

drawingboard.Ifhydrocanbea

leadingindusryin Sikkimand
Bhutan, why notin Nepal. Sikkim
also hasthe highest tele-densicyin
India, and thenewfocuson IT

Himalayan apples

Apples from Jumla and Mustang are once again in department stores

and mobile kiosks in Kathmandu. In recent years, due to the liberalisa-

tion of domestic aviation and transport and packaging subsidies, cargo

flights have brought the juicy fruit to major urban markets. Jumla alone
has already sent 250 tons to Nepalgunj and Kathmandu. Under a
subsidy program, the government pays Rs 7 for each kilogram of
apples transported and Rs 58 for each box packed. Apples here cost
about Rs 100 at department stores, and Rs 50-60 on the streets.

Negon and. S!iangﬁla

Necon Ai led two Beechcy

of two ATRs. Necon is now operating Shangrila’s routes, which include Bhairahawa-Pokhara, Kathmandu-
Simra and Pokhara-Jomsom. The fare for the Kathmandu-Simra sector is Rs 780 and that for the
Bhairahawa-Pokhara hop is Rs 975. The two airlines are going through a complicated phased merger.

reflec‘development
e ol

greatfroma Nepali perspective, Here — guarantees some prety inercsting

onetothe kingdom of lowers, and
those fickle beasts,rourists, are
around. Sikkim' ecent efforsac

floodedwich
touiss, and poor old Kathmanduis
Worse,ulking tosomeofthe
Worse alk

inthe furure.

“Thisisnta perfectplace—the
ockeail circuit is ak ith wh
‘made’ what. Thectaftof graftis
finely honed here, buri does notstop

lessons for the travel trade set here.

contend with the factthat Nepal was  posiciveaction. Most politcal parties

Gangokisjustafew kilometres  simplynoton theirtravel map. They  havebeen committed to develop-
actoss,but theystill careat el iesaboutinsecurityand  ment, anditshows.
makingsure ther traffic moves the stateof the country, stories Sikkimisn'ta one-off —plenty of
smoothly. Asfor theoften negaive  unheard ofin Nepal. From thenow-  good hascomeaboutin Bhutan, too,
impact tourism has, ke on the biqui ity pointof view, andforusi Himalayan

i donpollutionlevels,  Nepalisth h,Asamor  kingdom, thisshould bethe cueto
Sikkim is doing ll it can to tackle: even Kashmir. Th he d k i fori i
ihis 0o, Phstic bagsare banned then crossthe borderinto Indiatellof ~ and et lid goals.
Peoplecarryshopping bagsand t being fisked, abways odious, bue

e id } henall (Readers can post their views at

paperbags. Thetcarc prominent todoiskick backand reax. arthabeed@yahoo.com)

Should the number of national holidays in

Of course, but it should be strictly applied throughout the country. No
partialism between Kathmandu Valley and the rest of Nepal.
Bhawani Neupane, Mumbai

Yes. No more holidays. Nepalis are less efficient than other people, they
are lazy, and still want holidays.

Amit Dhungel

Let's not bother with holidays, but we should concentrate in effective-
ness and efficiency of our system. It won't work if we have more
holidays, but the same mentality.

Rojwal

What is the difference when there is nothing to do when you get to
work? Cutting number of holidays does not increase work efficiency.
Prakash Shiwakoti, California

No, we shouldn't cut down holidays but definitely should concentrate
more on utilising work hours and be more creative and dedicated to build
our nation. Our country is beautiful, it just needs dedicated citizens to
make it stronger.

Lekha

We have to cut holidays, but have to do it gradually. In Dasain, people
have to go a long way home and most of our places are still not
accessible. Still, instead of eight days, we can come to seven and then
to six and keep it at five. Not less. Other holidays should be reduced as
well.

Ramesh

My suggestion: let's work our butts off for one day per week and let's
have national holidays for the remaining six days. In this way, in one
year we will have 54 working days and the remaining time we can
relax.

Dukhi

A country where people take days off to worship snakes, students
barely go to school for six months in a year because of holidays,
Dasain, Tihar, Maobadi and Prachanda vacations does not need more
holidays. We are the poorest people in the world because we are lazy
bums. The number of holidays should be slashed.

Leon Pun, Hong Kong

People should do doubly hard work on the king’s birthday to fulfil his
vision for a prosperous country, and not take part in processions,

drinking or playing cards. On special days, civil servants should finish
pending jobs, instead of having wasteful holidays.
Badri

Of course, the number of unnecessary holidays should be reduced.
Why do we need so many holidays? Itis only for playing ‘marriage’
and drinking ‘daru’. But the government is not serious about cutting
holidays, rather it is trying to increase the number of ministers and may
be the number of holidays. This is a time for work and not for rest.
Kumar Khatiwada, Philippines

It doesn't matter whether we have less holidays, it has to do with the
peoples’ sense of duty. Nowadays a lot of businesses remain open on
most holidays. They realise that they need to work. If only other people
in Nepal like politicians and government officials realise their duties, all
would be fine. They are the ones that cause the most damage
Udup

Bureaucrats are as lazy as donkeys. All they want to do is rest, sleep
and go to sasurali in the office vehicle. So we must reduce the
number of public holidays as soon as possible.

Thaggu Dhotane, Germany

The major question here is the objective of holidays, which no doubt is
to give people a break. The rest and opportunity is to create a more
efficient work force. But this is not followed. In a multi-religious and
multi-ethnic country, there is a limit. There should be allocated days for
every government official for holidays, and then we can join hands for
building a better Nepal.

Krishna Kaphle

The number of national holidays should not be reduced, but adjust-
ments are very urgent for the better performance of government as
well as the non-governmental sector. This will not only improve the
efficiency of that office but also the nation will benefit ultimately.
Sujan Acharya

Don't reduce the religious holidays. Itis the most deep part of Nepali
culture and would be a sin to stop the festivals. But it is a good idea to
close government offices on Saturday and Sunday, not much work
gets done anyway.

Raajan Man Singh

| agree we need some relaxation but not too much. We have already
relaxed too much and it's dragging us towards poverty. It's time to think

nepalnews.com

Nepal be reduced?

for our country, not more holidays.
T Lawoti

The two-day weekend in Kathmandu Valley is irrelevant. Other public
holidays are to be modified taking the sentiments of minorities into
consideration. Nepal needs more working hours than anybody else in
the world so we can increase the speed of development.

VP Kayastha

If possible the number of holidays should be reduced by 50 percent
immediately.
Ram Mani Bartaula, Lancaster, UK

Yes. Only 15 days a year should be assigned for extra holidays besides
Saturdays. Sunday holiday should be cancelled and offices should keep
open

Ram Raz Ghimire, USA

Nepal has the largest number of national holidays and some of these are
not so important. Working days should be increased. A country develops
by doing, not sleeping.

Pramod, Japan

Itis tempting to be lazy and ask for more and more holidays, but are we
willing to live with the outcome? One way we can start is by increasing
production, and that translates to working more. As it is, we have so
many holidays that we waste time doing unproductive things. It is one
thing to have the desire for a better future, it is another thing to make
that a reality. We need to start by making sacrifices, and one step in the
right direction would be reducing the number of days off. We need to be
fair in the allocation of holidays across religions and cultures. Let the
holidays be a symbol of celebration of something great, not a symbol of
our laziness and lack of work ethics.

Diwakar Thapa

A government office already has 365 days of holiday in a year. You
don't find anybody, they are always at lunch. Waste of taxpayers
money.

Anita

Most Nepali holidays are based on religion, culture and traditions of
different communities. We should be sensitive before reducing national
holidays. These holidays are meant for enriching, maintaining and
promoting our cultures, values and traditions.

Atma Shrestha

Khasi online

Cyber goats and virtual bokas? What
will the diaspora think of next?

HEMLATARAl |
finally making sense to some
Nepalis. As computerlieracy

and people’s access to the

Internet increases, there are

more potential lients sutfing

the shop sites, and c-shopkeep-
ers are venturing forth with new
ideas to woo them.

Whata shop needs to be
hitis play on the hold of
tradition and a judicious
amount of sentimentality.
Nepalis residing abroad were
offered a chance this feseival
season to feel close to their
families back in Nepal and be
involved in Dasain celebra-
tions—by purchasing a khasior
bokaonline and having it
delivered to their loved ones
here. And they (the relatives,
ot the goars) seemed to like
the idea. The Internet porcal
chamel.com sold 59 khasis
online to about 40 individuals,

I nternet shopping scems to be

most of who are already regular
buyers at the site.

“This i their way of
showing respect for tradition
and asign of the attachment
these people feel towards their
families—their sentiment was
expressed through this site,”
says Prem Joshi of thamel.com.
“The site normally recives three
or four orders a week, and
double that during other
festivals, but this Dasain wasa
bonanza. Thamel.com delivers
the orders free of cost, and
sends visual confirmations for
deliveries within the Valley, and
voice confirmations for deliver-
fes outside the capital to the
giftsenders within 24 hours.
During Dasain, the site even
allowed gift recipients to pretty
much pick their gift—they
could go along with someone
from the site to touch, prod
and otherwise examinea
number of khasi in the price
range the sender specified.

The sticky point for Nepali
shop-sitesis mode of pay-
ment—not too many domestic
shoppers have credit cards,
which is unfortunate for them,
but worse for the sites.

Still, -businesses are
expanding their reach.

Munchahouse.com, which
functioned solely as a gift shop
carlicr, has been functioning asa
department store for the last
three weeks. The change was
made to attract more local
shoppers, and the site now has
different modes of payment—
you can pay Cash on Delivery,
or deposit an amount with the
shop in advance. But if you want
to send someone a gift, you must
still pay in dollars. And that's
where the hundiis handy.

“E-shopping will catch up in
Nepal soon, we want to be
prepared to cater efficiently to
clients when that happens,” said
Amrit Man Tuladhar of
munchahouse.com. The recent
expansion in mode of payment is
expected to encourage shoppers
from outside the Valley in
particular. Munchahouse.com
charges Rs 100 for deliverics
within the Valley, while for
deliveries outside the Valley, the
weight of the order determines
the charge. Delivery is e if the
value of the purchases exceeds
Rs2,500.

Others are less optimistic
about the possibility of an
Internet shopping boom in the
foresceable future in Nepal.
Most business to consumer
shops sites, critics point out, are
stillstruggling to build a client
base among the non-residenial
Nepalis or foreigners with Nepal
connection. “E-shops are not
doing great. The plummeting
cconomy will notallow the
boom just now,” says Binaya
Mohan Saud of nepalshop.com.
Besides, the expensive Internet
services and added telephone
revenues make shopping on the
Internet relatively unaffordable
for many. Saud's client base is
mostly Nepalis abroad (80
percent) and foreigners with
friends in Nepal.

And, industry observers say,
when shopping ites mushroom
without proper marketing
strategies, the number of
potential clients starts to drop.
During Dasain, nepalshop.com
reccived only 10 orders, though
itsprice points are lower than
those of many retailer.

But despite the differences in
pricing strategies, delives
models, and even divergent takes
on the potential for such
undertakings,all Nepali shop-
pingsites have a model o pull
consumers in—they play up the
tradition, culture and values
associated with products, to
appeal to.a diaspora that can
afford to spend, but perhaps
not come home as often as it
would like.

Come Tihar, it will, we are
told, bea litle more of the
same—there will be special
offers on items related to
traditional pujas, merry making
and sentiment. Oh, and a good

dose of nostalgia.

“It is Nepalis who decide what
goes into the papet.”

from [] ot

At his slick new office in Anamnagar, Ram
Pradhan brushes aside the criticism: “We're not
violating any law, as far as | am concemed, if people
say there should be no foreign investment in media
then it is their opinion.” According to its registration
papers, The Himalayan Times (as it is officially called)
is published by International Media Network Nepal P
Ltd, with Ujjwal Sharma as publisher. Sharma is also
publisher of the Nepali daily Himalaya Times brought
out by National Media P Ltd.

The new English paper has National Media’s
Sharma and Ravin Lama, formerly of Stimulus
Advertising, as promoters, and start-up capital of Rs
50 million. “If Binod Gyawali and Kailash Sirohiya (of
the rival Kantipur group) can publish a newspaper, why
can't Ravin Lama and Ujjwal Sharma be publishers?"
Lama asks. “We will go by every law in the book.”

Kantipur and its English-language sister The
Kathmandu Post last month launched a broadside
against the new venture, focusing largely on its
perceived Indian backing and accusing it of bypass-
ing Nepali law on foreign investment in media. The
reports alleged links between International Media and
Asia Pacific Communication Associates (APCA)
Nepal, APCA India and SAMA Printers. Lama is the
common promoter in two (APCA and International
Media) separate entities, and a minority shareholder
in SAMA, which is a separate Rs 30 million venture,

To make things more complicated, APCA Nepal
is a joint venture between Lama and APCA India, and
it has foreign direct investment (FDI) clearance to set
up an advertising agency and a printing plant. SAMA
Printers is a venture between Lama, SP Singh (who
used to be Executive Vice-President at the Kantipur
Group until April 2000) and AN Sen, an Indian
national. SAMA has FDI clearance for running a
commercial printing operation, which is now ready
for trial runs. Itis to print both Himalaya Times and
The Himalayan and could take up other available
print jobs.

APCA India s a venture of Times of India staffers
chaired by Dilip Padgaonkar, and also has “persons of
Indian origin’—now citizens of other countries
including the US—and “non-resident Indians” as
investors. APCA had been planning to invest in Nepal
since early this year, when it approached other Nepali
media companies including Kantipur and

Himalmedia for possible collaboration.

Independent media watchers in Kathmandu say
the real issue is competition between advertising
agencies, including Indian joint ventures. Nepal's
advertising industry is growing at a phenomenal 24
percent a year, and competition is heating to get a
greater share of that pie.

Nepali law is silent on foreign investment in
media. The Industrial Enterprises Act, which defines
industries, lists “printing” and “press” separately as
service industries. The Foreign Investment and
Technology Transfer Act allows FDI in all industries
except those on the negative list—which does not
include printing or the press. FDI, for example, is not
permitted in real estate, trading or consultancies. But
because investors don't have to disclose the source of
investment funds, it is difficult to say if the capital in
even industries on the negative list is truly Nepali.

“There’s no law barring foreign investment in the
media,” says Satish Kharel, a lawyer. “If there is a
policy level decision somewhere, I'm not aware of it.”
The law, however, does require the editor of a newspa-
per to be a Nepali national.

The Himalayan has already put together a team of
about 40 journalists, mostly Nepali, a handful of
Indian polishers to improve English copy, and a full-
fledged marketing operation. “We will keep the
foreigners until our staff are capable of taking over,”
says Pradhan, and hastens to add, “even with them
around it is we Nepalis here who decide what goes into
the paper.”

Pradhan says The Himalayan will set up fully
staffed news bureaux in five Nepali cities, and market
the product in both India and other South Asian
countries. The 12-page paper is to have an initial
print run of 15,000 copies.0 0
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Not so freaky anymote on Freak

DESMOND DOIGIMY KIND OF KATHMANDU

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY
ay back when the war was
in Vietnam and not
Afghanistan, when protest

‘was in the air, and when people

wore flowers in their hair, you came

to Freak Street. That's Jhonchen to
us. The hippies, the Rastafaris, the
flower children searching for

‘happiness and nirvana, all arrived in

the thousands, travelling overland

in their Mercedes Benz buses,

praising Krishna, Rama and other

deities that surprised the local
populace alittle—the Bobs Dylan
and Marley and the Beatles. They
converted the pigalley to Pie Alley
and Swoyambhu to Monkey

le.

el
“The windsof change were
sweeping through the worldandby
some cuiouschance they dumped
cvenyonein Kathmandu, nean

MIN BAJRACHARYA

MIN BAJRACHARYA

Is Freak Street getting gentrified? If not, why not?

order of experience ltogether. But
the plac nccds hep for thar. Right
now,

my stafffrom 32 to 12 because of
revenuelossesafcrtheysarted

i
i

fruming

fairly small number of
vsitors,so most do not belive they
have the time, energy or resources
to tryand turn ‘Freak Street’into

fees" complains
Shrestha. Businessessay thatsince
50 many visitors to Basantapur are
backpackers on tight budgets,
when faced with the entry fee
they spend lessin restaurants and

Jhonchen. souvenir shops.
 “Thamelas money;andthe But Rashmila Prajapati,
being, of the
bu[w:cmnu(gu beyond the Hanuman Dhoka Darbar Square
limit,” says Udab Shrestha, the Conservation Program started by
ownerof Restaurant Oasisestab-~ the Kathmandu Municipal Corpo-
lished in 1985. Making matters ration (KMC) resons,“UNESCO
World H around the

worseis the Rs 200 encry fec,
described a

yisgoving

nues in the

Basantapur fi sale. Hippi dby together with three friends to open
Charles Sobraj to your regular old trrkkles, and dmrwo:ld wasin anew hotel called Monumental
Hare Krishna. And the locals Paradise, right on Jhonchen. The
looked on with “(“ itable, wehave | hotel stands out compared to its
swooped down like locustsand 10 goalong with the times. The admittedly faded neighbours, in
consumed indays whatmightbe  hippie erais a thing of the past. large part because while those are
theannual marijuanaconsumption | Now we have to look towardsthe | old buildings with most of their
ofasmallisland population. Veni,  future,” says Mohan KMulepati, ~  traditional features citherlong
vidi, vici. This small, happy ownerand managingdirectorofthe ‘renovated” or simply badly
population changed the fate of not  Himalaya’s Guest Houseand ‘maintained, this modern hotel
just the Valley, but the entire Coffee Barin Jhonchen. Mulepati |~ decided thatit would go with the
nation. Nepal was to remaina ran the Himalayan Cold Drink increasingly popular traditional red-
tourist destination foreverafter. Storein Jhonchen backin 1965. brick fagade.
Butthatvasalongimeago. | “Themoney leamed fromtheshop. Thisisonc of th iststcpsin
Yousill h Iputino the guest house,” hesays, ~ what! like
everyonceinawhilein guidebooks - recalling he lory days. gentrification of Freak Street, The
thattry to wm: asummary of Indeed. Today when ifyou phenomenon of gentrification takes
epal’ but Freak htoJhonchen | place in every city, but the pace ac
Strectis no more, I¢s been decades  (aNewari word meaning lancof  which this has been happening in
since the last lnppne moved out uf Newars)), youget the sense that the last decade or so has been
here. The few th ﬁna]ly. in remarkable. Places like New York,
figuteslostsomewhere in irme, peop di where the Internec boom fulleda
trying hard to recollect the days on, whil dly clinging to the real csmcboom sawanalmost
they spentin blissful oblivion in Idwids heir little street
Kasthmandap, orNew Age yuppies - sill has. Even if you catch a faine Fac(ory floorsinto cyber-hubs.
in disguise trying to recreateanera  whiffof pot from an old pipe There’s been no such boom in
they missed. When Nepal finally someone chanced upon, bewarned,  Nepal, but the
declared marijuanaillegalin 1972i¢ ~ drugsatea thing of the pasthere.  ~ and increasi
wasablow to the heart of “Iri s cldm aloner or the increas- and sprawl mean there are fewer
Kathmandu's original tourist hub. mis-
Tt had played its part, but was guldcd—Ncpzh pusherswhothink | heart of the city.
already giving way to theadventure-  they can geta market here, We are Baudha may be ‘the next
seekers on the lookout for high trying hard to deal with this,”says ~ Thamel’, but itis still a Thamel-

mountain treks, white water rafting
and the Chitwan jung]

Uden Shrestha,ayoung

got

like tourist ghetto. A revitalised
Freak Street would be a different

charge, that the Kathmand
Municipality now charges tourists
visitingthe World Heritage Site

Basantpur-Hanuman Dhoka .
Residents of the nei

appreciate nor want this help. For
the first time in Nepal something;
akin to a class-action suit s in the
courts, The municipality’s regula-
tion i being challenged in a lawsuit
filed by 507 people. What will
happen in the courts is anybody’s
guess,but there is another side to
the story—thereis no sign that
wourstsare decreasing in
Basantapur. When we vsited
Prajapaci's offie, the 74° day the
fee was being charged, over Rs 5
million had been collected from
close t0 26,000 tourists.

world have servicefees, weare not
theonly ones It akes a whole lot
of money to preserve these sites and
the bottom line isthat neicher the

projects i the pipeline to improve

Basanatapur. Inaddition to

mainenance of the Heritage

structures, these include building
o

KMC nor: (hc of

firious. They claim that this more
than anything in recent years has
affected their business. “I had to cut

logy has this kind of money.

Weareonly tying o help.”
‘Whatever the justification, local

entrepreneurs seem to neither

lights, putting on cultural shows in
csquare, and becfing up security.

“Thislast s aimed ac keeping away

hangers-on and souvenirvendors.

Pethaps, since they are,afterall, an
imporant parcof the informal
cconomy, the havwkers themsclves
could be made parc of the land-

scape,installed under semi-

Street

Jhonchen'’s monetary concerns
are understandable, bue maybe we
should begin by asking what kind of
fiure is possible for . The fame
and fortune that hashish brought
cannot be replaced and itis best to
noteven ty. Thamel, where the
money is s in-your-face s the
tourists who throngit, is acrually
not doingso well—undercutting
and oversupply mean business
would be goingsteadily down, even
ifthe tourists weren't. Thatis litle
consolation for Jhonchen, which
lacks both capital and confidence.
‘Theaverage tourist—and
Kathmanduite-about-town—would
like an alternative to Thamel, with
itscxcessive hasles its claustropho-
bic sometimes racist environment
and the sca of other tourists all
doing much the same, or watching,
cachotherdoit. Asapairof Dutch
tourst puti,“Bvery ouristvants o

entire Jhonchen community secms
1o havea new, enthusiastic sense of

but Thamelis
justlike any other tourist ghetto.”

There will always be people
who wantanother Thamel, another
Pat Pong or King's Cross. Jhonchen
could step in for those who wanta
somewhat quicter, more contempla-
tive place to be that still hasall the
amenitics they need. Instead of
fifteen variations on the same bar,
Jhonchen's space constraints could
be used creatively to have smaller,
fewer, but altogether more indi-
vidual places to hang out. You
could step from a cosy pub to an
imaginatively-lit square at midnighe,
just to see how beautiful it looks.
As for rooms, there would be fewer,
but they could range from the
relatively upscale to the fairly basic,
and they could all be better
designed. With the limited supply
there would be no undercutting, so
business would be healthier.
Souvenir vendors could be
organised, and prices could be
standardised. Itis a small enough
area, so Jhonchen and its environs
could conceivably be kept clean
all year round.

Whatall of this needs s proper
planning, Ifthe municipalityand
thelocal business and residential
communities could get togetherand

ree on their vision for Jhonchen,
this little area could be a haven for
tourists and Nepalis alike, a place
tojust go and relax, watch the
beauty and lec your guard down.

“The entreprencurs seem to be
gcarmg up to bring the glory back.

‘The young residents of thearea
have new ideas and hope fora
better future, and they have slowly
staned shakmg things up a lmle
Aruj

permanent canopiesthey could rent
fora small ec. IFall this pans out
like the municipality hopes it will,
icwill bea good thing for
Basuntapur,

Bucwillit beas positive for
Freak Street? Mohan Mulepati

“Instead of

ffers an alternatis

umquely Freak Street” en(ery called
Café Culture thinks there is hope.
He, for one, is willing to change.
And he thinks he knows just how to
getother peopleinvolved as well —
communityacion.‘Locls were
ind

charging people tojust walk on the
street, they could have taken fees
o0, say,enter the Kumari Ghar. Or
they could have cultural pro-
grammes in Kasthamandap and
make those who want to view
them pay a decentamount. The
municipality says it will do things
for the neighbourhood with the
money they raise, but whether
they will and what they do
remains to be seen.”

not
welost out.” Uden of Monumental
Paradise echoes his sentiments:
“We need to fuse the old and the
new—we cannot just stick with the
“Freak” idea.” The veteran
Mulepati, who has seen so much,
advises residents not to give up.
“We have to be patient in this
business. We have been really
trying to get people to accept
this,”he says.

Anditis remarkable, how the

i and desire to get their
acttogetherand dowellfor
chemselves Like-minded residents
and businesses have even formed a
committce called the Darbar Square

Promotion Comittee, which came
outwith a free tourist brochure
thatincludes asmall map of
Kathmandu, abiggeroncof the
Darbar Squareand Jhonchen, and
information regarding the various
deitiesin the rea. The committee

isalso trying w0 gua:d rhe legjon

like the Bmmzpux le w:th its.

rom dnigp

VAMYHOVACYE NI

dkeeping dustbinson s(glfm'mlr o s
the road. “Bucthisis notcnough, | necdtobetotally posh, buticcould
wehave much dfarto  bealitdeedgier,alicd d
go,”saysahopeful Uden. Mod= Freak Strcetis no more, long
em—and well-designed—buildings | live Jhonchen.
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Global village idiots

The allegations and prophecies of doom circulating on
email were ridiculous, but the social functions of
rumour are often indistinguishable from “real news”.

STEPHEN D O’LEARY

inbox s flooded

i hebumine buildi
«  photosof

with “doomsday predictions,

neofthe fvourite observations
Siumalsswhofedl
threatencd by the changis

reveal Satan’s face in the smoke;
«amaninthe WTCrodebits of
Jine buildine d £

the planer

ofnewson the nternetisthatche | and sk, “Wheredoth + anunbumed Bibl li
netall too ofien becomesa fromyIesasifweelivingna thewreckage ofthe Pentagon.

breeding ground for I Aided by the Itener,these
wnspmqlrhconcs gosippasorknowedge” rumours allsubsequently proven
spccuLmon onthe'story behindthe | medievalvillgeto theglobalvillage? | rate. The dayafier 11 September,

story. Unsurprisingly,the recent
terroristattacksin the US have

And, justhow many “kooks™—global

village idiots—are out there on the

overonchundred ofthe 120 students
inmy classat Annenberg had received

providedamplefodderforurban net? Stories that most regular cmail | c-mailscontainingthe Nostradamus
legends,crackp es,and b frecentl “prophecy’: “In York there will bea
apoclypricspeculion, Whatis include: great collapse, Two owin brothers publishcd on thevweb b h I dcredibility | warch CNN: yingtomake
i h torn apart by chaos, while srudcn[ lyingth dinar ible foll sense of theirworld.
n\wd\elnmme(nmxsdmdw) mncxpaung Lhc\VFCamdg lls ¢k leader will succumb. ical obscurity of indi that the impact of the The Internetis ideal for the
ppeal frbeyond th . acoded the | Thethird bigwarbeginswhen the big Nosmdamusswmmg,s Bucthis ksisseveralordersof | spavningand evolvingof|
di fanaticsand attackinaMicrosoft grapt ityisbuming. damus, 1654” dlicleimpact. On deab ysi disi ion, and collective mythol
wnsplracyd-xmnsm Asfanclle o 4000Jewstold nottogotothe papers debunked thescory, | 15 Seprmeber, thebeswelingbookon | thelnerner gies,which provide deologicalsupport
Brown observesin Salon.com’s WTC[hcdavotheamck noting that Nostradamus died in Amazon.com was. 1 The Tc d the credibility of ligic icsand secul:
rumourroundup, “Thekkooksare . footageof Palestini 1566, About. dothersites Complete Propheci thesestores weighthinkaof hem | raionliss. Joumalists may reporcon
comingoutof thy dwork.” in Jerusals % u'“N'N d that the Internet columnist Aaron Schatz, | as modern folkl y e debunk them, but nLhe
Bridget Harrison of PageSix.com, stock footage; 1ina1997 essay, i fuctuai fo hnologjes i avoid
information on Lycos, rporced that | functon. Legends, rumours,and Vprezd.mgfa]v:smnamtmd\ﬂous
- “Nostrad: hesincreased, purious propheciesarei people.Ithrdly mattershow songly
Jespite media outl hey help peopl ipswith eresitbeng dravn
ARternative sources ey, | brkeorm
i ignil hd orderoutofch meaning to I -work inevitably
but the imphicati disturbi pparently meaninglssviokence,and i heevol Teural
The Iragis are training bin Laden's troops in chemical and biological weapons; Russian mmsd‘e \Vhod:bunkaddle mm“guswdmlmﬁmm mvihs. How will this kind of
commandos packing newly acquired American arms are poised to storm Israel prophe hfor peoples Temaybe hard for TR 1o olobalvilla
is about to be charged with damaging the mosques on Jerusalem's contested Temple Mount. hungertofind supernaturalignis- understand thatin cises, the social respond to, and affect the conflic? I

Stories like these are making the Israeli news site Debkafile increasingly popular with

Americans looking for the inside scoop on the new conflict. Debkafile offers

canc,inforgedveres fromafamously

funcnons of rumourarevirtually

tips,

unsubstantiated rumours and chilling, detail-laden stories on Middle Eastern military, intelli-
gence, diplomatic, and terrorist matters. And it is beating big-name American and international
news sources on key stories, attracting flocks of new readers in the process. Daily visitors to
the site have increased threefold in the last month to 120,000, says Debkafile editor and
former Economist foreign affairs reporter Giora Shamis. Americans now make up 60 percent
of Debka's audience, compared with 45 percent before the crisis. John Ghazivinian, editor at
the news professionals’ site Mediabistro, says, “There’s a strong sense that the mainstream
media have scaled back operations and are incapable of covering this from the ground.”

Debkafile gets that kind of coverage. It reported days before USA Today, CNN and NBC that
American and British forces were in Afghanistan scouting out terrorist hiding places, and
included details about Russian intelligence officers and German commandos joining in the
incursions. Earlier, two days before the New York Times, Debkafile ran a story that Saudi
Arabia had refused to let the US use its air bases to stage attacks on Afghanistan.

Debkafile reports with a point of view-—the site is unabashedly in the hawkish camp of
Israeli politics. That slant, and Debkafile’s breakneck pace—its eight-person staff updates the
site five or six times a day with terse, one-line tips and sparse news briefs—means it often
airs unfounded, inaccurate rumours while breaking legitimate news

There are some missteps, such as Debkafile’s about turn on its initial position that the
Siberian Airways Tel Aviv-Novosibirsk flight crash was the result of terrorist action, but they
don't to bother the site’s increasingly loyal readers. “Not everything Debka says is confirmed,
but three days later you'll find at least one item in The New York Times,” said Greg Clayman, a
New York City Internet marketing executive. “When (White House press secretary) Ari Fleischer
tells the mainstream media, ‘Watch what you say," you've got to look for other sources.” (wired)

ymysticorin ishabl o el
! dingsof sofiware news.” Peoplesp
engineers. Therapiditywithwhich | same reason they read the papersor

(Online Journalism Review,
Annenberg School of
Communication, USC)
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What not to do in the US

T heUS Congress astmonth residnc) for ngaginginspecch eneinghecounty. lowstandard thardoes otequie
passed the Unicingand pmmdlw.cm w ymentofmembership b facrimeoreven
Stengehening America by of liical organisati relevancy

Appropriate Tools Required e dInternecsurveillanceby | deportableoffe investigation.
o Interceptand Obstruce Terrorism | lawenforcementauthoritiesinanti- | 0 Grantsthe FBI broad access to o Allows student records to be
(USAPATRIOD) Accarfiedbythe | terorismi dinroutine dicl, financilmenal | searched based onavery lowstandard
officesof Attomey General John iminali htedto | health,and educational ecordsat of elevancy
Asherof Lura Murphy dircorof. | terrorism. individuals i wsho 00Createsabroad newdcinicion of
the American Civil Liberties Unionin | 00 he abili the govern- fa dwithouta “d " that could target
Wasingon DC sy Indudedin | menttoconductsecretscarchesin courtorder, peoplewhoengage inactsof poliical
the bill ould i-terrorism investgationsandin | 00 Will ead to use of inceligence protestand subject them to wirctap-
Ao fort o  irectminal horifiatob e and erhared peral
immigrants, thesuppresion of | unrclated to Lawenforce- inal
fisentand thei mentauthorii andscarch | 00 Allow the ClAand otherineell- | (& from an ediorial in
surveilance ofwholly innocent anindividual's homewithout genceagencis oaginspyon The Nation, New York)
Americans.” Civil I preseni . : thedircctorof
thatheeveilason: subjectofthe search. Central Inteligence theauthority to
00 P yGenerlto | 0 Givesthe Aomey Generland he | identify priry rgers for inveligence
i detin d | Sccrctaryof Sate © illancein the US.
on fon, and to deny re- d d a0 All hes of highly personal

admission to the US of non-citzens
(including lawful permanent

organistionsand o blockany non-

higl
financial records without noticeand

i h them from

hout judicial review based on a very

The other victims

The irresponsibility of this conflict is
breathtaking. It is not about terrorism at all.

JOHNPILGER

singleterorst implicated n the attacks on America has been caught or

Thc war against terrorism s fraud. Afcer three weeks’ bombing, nota

Killed in Afghanistan.

aphancintoabuildingororderand
colludeithitfrom the Oval Officeand
Downing Srcct.

1fBlair was eally opposed to ll
forms of errorism, he would get Britain

Tnstead, one of the poorest, hast dbythe
most |—tothe point vt losst dubious
“milicary” d d d houses, a hospital, Red Cross

warehuum, loriescarying efges.

outofth de. On the day of the
owin towersattack,an “arms fir”, seling
weaponsof error lke cluser bombsand

nothingof

missiles) d human

this. Tonv Blair has yet to tell us what the Vlolem deathof chlldlenASsv:n inone
family—has to do with Osama bin Laden. And why are cluster b
used? The British public should know abou[ these bcmbs which the RAF also

tghsabe, opencdin London’s

uses. They spray hundreds of

purpose—okilland

hihefullbackingof the B gvernment Briin'sbiggsams

ustomerist regime,which dthe

relious fnaicmof e Tlcan.
Ift

le. Those that do not expl
waitingfor people o step on therm.

“the moral fibre of Britain”, Blair would
docerytingin hispowertolif e hreacofvilene i hose prsof the

e weapon vas desgned specifcallyforacrs oferoriom, s s orld wh blegri danger. Hevoulddo
have seen tf hasd ‘more than mak I Id de d that Israel end
Laotan toddlerwho picked one upand had her rightlegand face blown off Be nunuﬂ’1|cmneandwl(hdrawwlubordmpnurm(hcl%7w1r,ﬂ.~.urdertd

assued hsis nowhappeningin Alghanistan, in your name.

None of those directly involved in the 11

premberatrocity was Afghani.

Mostwere Sauclis whoapparendly did thei planningand triningn Germany
and the United Sttes. The camps which the Taleban llowedbin Laden to use
were emptied wecks ago. Morcover, the Taleban itselisa creaton of the Ameri-
cansand the Britsh. In the 19805, the ribal army that produuced cherm was
funded by the CIA and trained by the SAS to fight the Russians, The hypocrisy
does not stop there, When the Taleban took Kabulin 1996, Washington ssid
nothing, Why? Because Taleban leaders were soon on their way to Houston,
Tes, o beenterained by xcutvcsof heoi company, Unocil.

With secret U

cutof the profisofthe il and gas pumped through apipeline e

canswanted tobuild from Sovietcentral Asia through Afghanistan. A US

diplomatid: “The Talsan il pobabydeclop ke the Sudidid” He
b \

there would be

apkined thar Afha

ecome an

the West, no democracy

can live with thar,” he said.

Although the deal fell through, it remains an

fwomen. “We

by the Security Council, of which Britain is a permancnt member. He
would callfor an end to the genocidal blockade which the UN—in realicy,
America and Britain—has imposed on the suffering people of Iraq for more
than a decade, causing the deaths of halfa million children under theage of
five. That's more deaths of infants cvery month than the number killed in
the World Trade Center

Therearesigns that Washingron 1sabnurmt’x[€nd iscuren‘war olng

yetunknown to most of us, al ery day RAI
bomb I Thereaenoheadlns Ther:lsnothmgcnrh:ﬂ'nnvs This
teroristhel glo-A World

War Tywo. The WallteetJourna eportethatthe US and Brcin faceda
“dilemma’ in Iraq, because“few targetsrermain”. “We're down to the hse
outhouse,” saida US offcial. That was two years ago, and they'restill bombing,
‘The cost o the Britsh taxpayer £800million s fr.

According toan internal UN report, covering afive-month period, 41
prcentofthecaslisarcvans. I northen g, | mcta woman whose
husband and fourchildren wereamong dinthereport. Hevasa
shepherd, wk s sheep L}mcldcryﬁ\(hcrandhnchxldmn

wationof George W Bush, whichssteeped inthe ol mduslry s

sgendais o cxplottheof and gas resercsinhe Caspan b, he g
rding

sourceof

meet America’

uesds for

Onlyifthe pipel

through Afghanistan can the Americans hope to control it
o, notsurpriingly, US Seceary of tate Colin Powells now efering o

“moderate” Taleban, who willjoi

T

whentwopl h p.It I
there were no miltary targets earby. T want to e the pilo who did this
said the widow at the graveside of her entire family. For them, chere was no
servicein St Paul's Cathedral with the Queen in attendance, no rock concert
with Paul McCartncy.
Thetragedy ofthe s, and the Palsinians,nd he Afghanisisarnuch
! much of the Western media. Far

w©

run Afghanisan. The “var n errorisn” L:amvcrfo( ihis: .\mumnfachmmg

that pposite of their
from being th ists of the world, the hels majority of the [slamic

bellicose * slmuldu toshoulder™ wlth Bu<l| nonsense, he is now prepared to send

peoples of the Middl  Eastand South Asia have been i vietims._-

fgreat power. ] t ¢
ill do the real d work il han mercenar-  of the West's exploitation of precious natural resources in or near their countries.
lamb nnr o mention tf i There is no war on terrorism. If there was, the Royal Marines and the
nself. Havi targetfor terrorismwith his ~ SAS would be storming the beaches of Florida, where more CIA-funded

terrorists, cx-Latin American dictators and torturers, are given refuge than

roopsoal fwhere inthutevenhe Cicfofthe  anywhereoncarth.
Defence Staffsays the conflice“could fase 50 years” The responsibiliy of chs reis, however, lagainstthe power
breat hep Paki digni oriss  withnewexcuss, ncwhlddmagendas b e
acr b . Havingreported many wars, Lam al K violenty, or quictly aticsare crated in both the

s eager
d notsay boo toa Taleban

castandthewest s imeforthe eoplef i o ke theirvoices eard
d the kind of bold, imaginative

P

I the days of gunboats, our imperial lead Iheirviolenceinthe  non-viol bt sl poliiclco
“moralit” ofcheiractions. Bliris no different. Like them, his selective moralis- Theozhcrday ] ho died inthe
ingomitsthe mose basc ruh, Nodhingjusifd he lingof innocenc peoplen Word Trade Center sid i “We md moug‘xof(henemm:ense thatour
g with the prospectof

Americaon 11 September,

anywhere lsc. By killing innocents in Afghanistan, Blair and Bush stoop t the
levelofthecriminal outrage in New York, Once you cluser bomb, “mistakes”
and “blunders” area pretence. Murder is murder,regardlessof whether you crash

sons, daughters, parents, fn:nds in distant lands dying suffering, and nursing
furcher grievances against us.”

“Itis not the way to go...not in our son’s name.” [ 0 (The Mirror, UK)

P
plans to enact a sweeping new anti-terrorism law this month,
despite civil libertarians’ warnings that the legislation poses a
threat to legitimate dissent. Critics maintain the complex
legislation would suspend several civil liberties including
protection against self-incrimination and arrest without charges,
and would give the government too much power not only to strip
legal protection from anyone suspected of terrorism, but to
define who terrorists are in the first place. Critics say this power
is so sweeping, that anti-globalisation protesters and Native
activists could be labelled “terrorists,” but they also predict that
precisely because the legislation is so broad, it faces an almost
inevitable challenge in court under the country's Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. Says Clayton Ruby, Toronto civil rights
lawyer, “The problem with these laws is that they come in as
emergency measures, temporary measures that are only
supposed to last for a short time. But they are never temporary.

You can never roll them back.” Justice Minister Anne McLellan
says the law is needed to give the police powers to suppress
existing terror groups, provide them with new investigative tools
and toughen prison sentence for terrorists. The bill defines acts
of terrorism as those that threaten Canadian lives or property,
instil fear in society, damage the economy, or that are targeted
against political institutions and the welfare of the country. Three
opposition parties support the bill in principle, and two con-
servative parties are demanding even stemer laws. Bill Blaikie,
Member of Parliament from the social democratic New Demo-
cratic Party (NDP), the only legislative group that opposes
important aspects of the bill, says the NDP wants to ensure that
the right to peaceful dissent is not removed, or limited. (iPs)
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BANGKOK - Irappearsthatin the
warbeoween the United Statesand
Osamabin Laden, the latcris coming
outahead. Washingron hasachieved
rorhingofacialorstcgivlue

by WALDEN BEL

How to lose a war

The US is losing the ideological war it might have won if it

had not tg[(gp_the law into its own hands

[c_\dcn of Thailand's

attacl but

routein pursuing st

“The bombing, which has al Je they werebutavariant | patient
lvsofmany civians, bas worsened | supportfrbin Laden,InIndonesis, of(,hs(_vuemmx ﬁ)cn"(hsury For | diplomacy,andeemploymentaf
the US ssuategic posicon in modeloftolernt | Guevar theaimofbold acceptedi

hwestand South Asiaby erodi Isfam, arecent survey revealed that Id: demorali h I Coureofusice.
thesabily ofpro-US Mislien halfe dbin Laden yand yourpopuar | “Thesemethodsake imebu ey vork.
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No sedan chairs in the WTO

BEIJING - As China prepares for full membership to the WTO later this
year, it must begin streamlining the world's largest and oldest bureauc-
racy to create a small, efficient government whose legal transparency
and political openness meets international standards. In China, where
BO pevcem of the pcpu\aﬂon \lves in rural areas qua\ cadres still rule
 cadres can i
have the power of law and they have unlimited power 1o enforce
regulations such as those on rural taxes. Central government policy
guidelines differ from those on the lower levels of China's bureaucratic
ladder and each level can interpret regulations to fit local conditions.
When Premier Zhu Rongji was elected in 1998, he unveiled an
aggressive three-year goverment restructuring plan, including laying
off up to half of China's eight million government and party officials.
But he failed to transform the way the country was governed. Zhang
Chengfu of the State Council Development Research Centre explains:
“For a few thousand years ‘official' meant someone carried in a sedan
chair. It is not easy to make Chinese officials get off their sedan chairs
and become ‘public servants'." The State Planning Commission (SPC)

miliary action against Iraq, decisvely
supporting theimmediate esablish-

recently “two serious challenges” the country must deal
with under the WTO regime—the way government acts, and the impact
of equal market access on Chinese enterprises. To resolve these
problems, the country's central planning agency says, China must
overhaul policies, regulations, and administrative and macro-economic
control systems. The commission has also set a five-year dateline for
Beijing to develop “an administrative system in line with market rules
and WTO regulations.” Regional protectionism and industrial monopoly
are also listed as challenges in the evaluation—20 years after eco-
nomic reforms began, the Chinese market remains fragmented and
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that would inflame the Muslim world
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he Araband Muslim worlds now confront.
iny since the Ottoman Empire el. The terrorseattacks n the US cost

thousands of innocent lives. Millions more will be wasted or lost if

bin Laden’s politi dideological

aaions of US iy e nds
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appeal and opened up anew erain
US-Arab relations. It could have
foresworn unilateral milcary action

types like Attorney genmw ]ohn
Asheroft, who are using the current
i o push hrough i1

d

September agenda:

I Washingron kilsbin Laden, he
becomesamartyr. Ifitcaptures him
alive, frecinghim will becomean
intense focus for the Muslim resistance,
while capital punishment would be
prevented by thelikelihood irwould set
offmasive revolt throughout the
Muslim world. Ifit fails to kill or
capture him, he il securean aura of
invinibilit, as somebody favoured by
Godand whose causeis therefore just.
Tronical and perverse as this may
sound, che Washington-bin Laden
conflctisbecominga batle of spiric
versus matter,rightcousnessand
might. 0 (rs)

Walden Bello is professor of
e

public
administration at the University
of the Philippines.
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Arabs and Muslims now face the
challenge of not claiming victimh

00

local frequently set and enforce rules to protect compa-
nies in their particular domains. (iPs)

TOKYO - Japan's trade surplus, said to De (he hlghes( m me world |s
shrinking fast. The ferocious exporter might soon become an importer,
and Asia stands to benefit the most, say analysts. A recent Finance
Ministry report showed that Japan's trade surplus in the first half of the
current fiscal year fell from its year-ago level by 43.1 percent to $240
billion—the fifth straight half-year decline. The rate of decline is the
steepest since 1978, the ministry says. Exports from April-September fell
6.1 percent, mainly due to a substantial drop in exports of IT-related
products, and they will continue to drop given falling consumer
spending and investment in the wake of 11 September. Imports since
1999 have risen 4.6 percent to $200 billion. The shrinking trade surplus
is due to rising imports from Asia and falling Japanese exports of
electronic products to the region. The Nomura Research Institute said
that by 2003 Japan would have a trade deficit, as in the sixties before
the economic miracle. Kenichi Nagura of the Norinchukan Research
Institute believes that in the next decade Japan would be like the US,
where a bulk of the merchandise is produced in Asia, Latin America and
Africa. This is because Japanese companies are investing heavily in
Asia to remain globally competitive, exporting technology to countries
with far lower labour prices. Direct investment by Japanese companies in
China, the biggest recipient of Japanese capital, grew by 117 percent in
the first four months of the year, compared with the same period last
year. Still, economists believe Japan could retain its competitive
advantage. “Japan -onomy will

as electronic games which Japan leads in, and lechnnlogy and digital
developments,” said CH Kwan, senior researcher at the Research
Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry. (iPs)

Flghtmg terrorism—and civil liberties

NEW DELHI - The 11 September attacks have prompted India's right-
wing government to resurrect anti-terrorist legislation rejected by
parliament six years ago as restrictive of civil liberties. When the
Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (prevention) Act (TADA) lapsed in
1995, rights organisations were relieved because of its misuse in
insurgency-hit areas such as Punjab, Kashmir and north-eastern states.
Attempts to replace TADA with the Criminal Law Amendment Bill failed
because of opposition by groups like the People’s Union of Civil
Liberties (PUCL) and even the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), a statutory body. The UN Human Rights Committee, too,
expressed concern at proposals to reintroduce the act, parts of which
the
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of sty riforced b hose tyranics, whichascrbed the word sl he

1L

fantasies. Thc) buttress rhem by refusing to break out of nationalist paradigms
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Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to
which India is signatory. But on 16 October government promulgated
the similarly-worded Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance, drawing protests
from rights activists who say it is more restrictive of civil liberties than the
old law. Rajindar Sachar, former Delhi High Court chief justice and
PUCL activist, says a detainee held under the new law will be at the
mercy of executive officers and the police rather than a judicial body,
as required by international human rights standards. Rights activists find
other sections of the new law also objectionable. Prashant Bhushan,
Supreme Court lawyer and human rights activist, believes existing laws
are adequate to tackle terrorism. The new law gives “unbridled” powers to
the executive and to a police force with a poor track record, he argues.
But PN Ghatate of India's Law Commission who helped draft the bill
says there are safeguards against abuse. In places like Kashmir, he
adds, what is applicable are laws in effect during war rather than human

reat Satan, America, or the liccl Israel. Th 1ge any wonder despairing middl dical and terrorist
e noson hat s A" bad no.orhardyany, pover ochange s tosmie the demonised other Thei onscallforthevermore | O 2¥S: (P5)
ways the world works in. Arabs, and lly, began to see d violg hich rei i f
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il o M and Arbs—not Amer beonthefrondincsofan
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Shi'is,and Sunnis). Inthe Arab world, especially afer stacls victory n the

1967 six-day war, this complex became the driving force of poliicsand culture.  Kanan Makiya was born in Baghdad and teaches at Brandeis

Teb i d upon which Hussain’s
Iraqand Hafez Assad’s Syria—were built. From secular Arab nationalists, the

University. His books include Republic of Fear: The Politics of Modern
Iraq, and Cruelty and Silence: Was, Tyranny, Uprising and the Arab World.
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court was then formed to deal with
= v | Envoy overload
emise the monarchy | i o | .
and other Maoists free. The Chief
by Narahari Acharya | | SherBahadur Deubasiill thinkshe | District Officer of Dhanusa The Indian ambassador was in
R RS — canensurea longer tenure by doling | Withdrwall cascs against Yadav.Ie | Mugu during the Rara Festval.

The 1 June incident that took place in the royal palace,
a place where only the King and members of the royal
family were present. Before 1 June the royal palace was
considered to be the centre of power, respect and
authority. The 1 June incident changed all that and
serious questions have now been thrown up. The
question of security was one of them. Till now it was
considered very safe for His Majesty to travel to all parts
of the country and one never thought that royalty would
be harmed in any way, but now it is not so anymore
because security could not be guaranteed even within
the palace walls. The issue of respect and social values
is another issue. We share a very special type of relation
with our parents, siblings and other family members.
There are differences in a family but there is a lot of
respect too. After 1 June the notion no longer holds,
especially the traditional social values. Such was the
incident that it was not even thought to be a possibility
by our laws and regulations, especially the one
governing the issue of succession. The constitution gives
the powers of nominating the heir to the throne to the.
King. The accession law states that if the heir to the throne changes his religion, then he can no longer
remain an heir. It would be the same if the heir does not follow tradition and marries someone considered
not fit to marry royalty. The laws are silent about anything of a more serious nature.

Our elected representatives now have a problem on their hands—to ensure that the rights of the heir to
the throne are properly safeguarded by the constitution. No one can disbar him nor take away his rights.
The constitution clearly states that it is possible to remove a King if he is mentally or physically unfit to
rule but the constitution is silent when it comes to the same issues relating to the heir. ... Therefore all
rules and laws concerning the heir to the throne have to be carefully revised and changed. The existing
laws seem incomplete on this issue, plus they have serious in-built flaws. Since the laws do not address the
needs of the times, people are not taking them very seriously or do not understand the gravity of the
situation. That 1 June incident was very unexpected but it has raised fundamental questions, which have
to be answered if we do not want that same type of situation to be repeated.

Now because questions have been raised we have to act responsibly and make sure that the
appropriate changes are made. Fundamental changes have to be brought about because the
constitutional monarchy is here to stay, but we have to modernise it and move ahead with the times. It is
stupid to even think about ending the institution of monarchy. We have to make sure that it is
strengthened and is provided with full security. It is also important that the palace brings about changes in
its behaviour and also moves with the times.

A child who was six at the time of the restoration of democracy in 1990 is now a young man of 18. In
the same way, a person who was 18 at that time is now 30. Let us for a moment study and analyse Nepalis
who are now 30 years or less. Let us analyse their behaviour, their thinking, and their ways of life. Let us
study the changes that have come about in their behaviour. We can ignore the inspirations of many that
‘may have reached the twilight of their lives but can we silence peaple who are just 30 or below all the
time? Do they not require answers to all the questions in their minds?

A lot of issues have to be properly dealt with for making constitutional monarchy stable and strong.
The shortcomings in the laws, especially on issues concerning the heir, have to be dealt with properly.
Therefore why should parliament not have an active role in bringing about changes that are required? Or
else can anyone guarantee that the 1 June type of incident will not re-occur? We have to take
precautions. And doing that is the responsibility of the representatives of the people. Only then can we
have a monarchy that is cared for and respected by its people, and one which will last.

People wanting to bypass or postpone the issue as, ‘the people’
are not strong, are not mature, don't have political will, are not honest, are not responslb\e etc.,' and
therefore cannot be trusted. What we must not forget is that despite everything the solution lies with the
people. Also the system of elections every five years allows the people to influence the decisions their
representatives make. After the investigation commission presented its report, the Nepali Congress passed
a resolution which attempted to encompass all the changes that it thought were needed to be brought
about. It was along the line of giving people the right to provide security and continuity to monarchy, for
which the government has to bring about fundamental changes in policy, legislation and actions.
Something else needs to be done to facilitate the monarchy to move along with the times. Elected
officials were unable to get proper information on the 1 June incident because existing law and rules did
not have the space for that to happen, or space for them to help find out what was going on. Our nation,
instead of moving forward from such a state, seems trapped in a time warp going back in history. Therefore
there are two important points that have to be taken care of: first parliament has to make laws and
regulations concerning succession, and second the laws must give parliament the right to set down rules on
the acceptable behaviour of the heir to the throne.

Political parties, people who serve the country, intellectuals, and everybody else should try and
solve the current problems faced by the country by being sensitive and staying within the legal
limits of the constitution.

out perks, obs and cash. Recenly,
the army wanted to buy a Super
Puma helicopter. The government
presented the required documents
to parliament’s Public Accounts
Committee, which refused to
authorise the purchase. The prime
minister personally met the
chaitman of the PAC, Subash
Nemwangand asked him to
reconsider his decision. Thejumbo
41-member cabinet s also in favour
of the deal. The prime minister feels
that he can ensure the long-lasting
support of people and instirutions if
hebribes them with jobs. This was
oneof the main reasons why he
formed such alarge cabinet. People
who vored for Sushil Koirala or
otherwise supported him have not
been made ministers. Wasit
necessary to forma 41-member

wasafter this that he was taken to
Bir Hospitalfor treatment from
where hewas then taken to Nakkhu
jail and then released.

Acthejail premises, Yadav told
reporters he was being released
from a small prison intoa larger
one. He added thatat the present
moment, the whole country fele like
aprison. ...

PM stumbles

Jana Aastha, 17 October _

Acapublic mectingat Rara, Prime
Minister Deuba was in a fix,
wondering what he ought to speak
on. He turned to Mohan Baniya,
pn.sndcnr ofthe Muga Disticc

A porter was walking right in
front of him carrying his bagand
the present the people of Mugu
had given him, a wooden
briefcase. He followed the
porter and as he reached the
helipad, Kamal Kant Regmi, the
Chief District Officer, and
Mahendra Singh Rathore, the
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, stood on cither side of
the ambassador to be phoro-
graphed with him. The DSP
called out to an MP, who was
already in the helicoprer, and
the MP also came running to
have his photo taken, after
which all of them got into the
helicopter. The pilot asked
whether 16 more people more

slmng nesttohim, and asked what
‘would bean o

cabinet o have the supportof 57
Members of Parliament? Issues
raised in the budget, as wellas
policies made public by the
government have been overruled by
the new cabinet. So, now
controversy surtounds the working,
of the cabinet. Evenfall MPs are
capable enough to be ministers, the

dignityand presigeofthe cabinetis
importan. The prime ministe has
given some ainted people

prominent posts and the publicis
certainly concerned—in fact, this
hascreated a if between the
peopleand the government, Itis
wishful thinking to hope that these
winted (corrupo) people will
improve the way the government
functions. Notasingle memberof
the Upper House has been madea
minister. Some ministries have

three ministers, 15 ministries have
two ministrs each. There are some
ministers without porefoli
like in Deuba’s cabinet in his earlier
termas prime minister. Thereare
only four ministres with only one
minister each. This jumbo cabinet
will not makelife casy for Deuba.

—His Majesty King Gyanendra in Nepal Samacharpatra 29 October

[
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Sher Bahadur Deuba: Okay, I have decreased the weight. Seven less than my former cabinet.
et Kantipur, 21 October

Too many create more
confusionand problems.

Yadav freed

Budhal .',170ctobcr

Maoist central committce member
Matrika Yaday was relcased from
prison on 16 October. All cases
againsthim were withdrawn—he
wasimprisoned on charges of arms
trafficking—in the hope that ths
would createa favourable environ-
mentfor the dialoguc underway
between the governmentand the
Maoists.

‘The police had arrested Yadav
last ycar when he came to
Kathmandu for medical treaument.
Hewas caught in Bafal, imprisoned
forawhilein Mahargjgunj and for

Bharatpur. A special

alkabout.

Baniyawas stunned by the
question, but ecovered and said
that Deuba should talk about the
sameold issues, the current
situation of the country. This
conversation went on forsome
time, it was something like this:

Deuba: “Tell me, whatshould T
alkabout.”

Baniya (pointing to the rca
around Rara lake): “The construc-
tion of the road around the lake.”

Deuba: “No! Weshould not
build a road in thisarea.”

Baniya: “The construction of
theairporcand thessue of food can
bediscussed.”

Deuba: “Please write t down
forme.”

Baniya, a UML party member,
hurriedly scribbled some points on
apicce of paper lying n fronc of
him. At his very moment Member
of Parliament Rajendra Pandey was
addressing the mecting Hewas
facing the crowd on the banks of
thelake, and so Deubaand Baniya
weredirectly behind him. Pandey
finished off his specch saying that
the prime minister had to promise
that the irportwould be com-
pleted within six months.

Deuba then started speaking
and said thatifhe lied, he would be
called  fool and so could only say
that theairporcwould be com-
pleted within a year. Pandey
shouted from the dais, “Can’t you
finish icwichin six months?” Deuba
replied, “Not possible.”

Bahkat Shahi, former president
of the Mugu DDC, wassitting with
some reporters. He shouted, "W
are the ones who have to carry out
the construction, so don’t worry.”
Shahi is the president of the
airport construction committee.
“The Talcha airport has been
under construction for the past
23 years.

Deuba then said that f the arca
were to be developed, then the
UML, too, had to xtend a helping
hand. Pandey added that they (the
UML) had helped to make Deuba
prime miniser. Deuba brought up
the issue of the republic (de-
manded by the Maoists) and said
he could not agree to that, saying
that even after 28 years in exile,
there was now talk of bringing
back the former king of Afghani-
stan to rule the war torn country.

The Prime Minister was there
toinaugurate the Rara Festival,
which was to have been opened
by King Birendra, who was killed
inJune.,

could b

then trooped in and sat on rhe
floor. The ambassador was
shocked.

The aircraft landed at
Surkhet airport, and everyone
there said that it was overloaded
and this should not have
happened. The ambassador told
areporter of Jana Aastha that
thiswas illegal, and overloading
should never be allowed.

“The helicopter in question
belonged to Asian Air, and had a
Russian pilot. According to the
rules, the helicopter is not
allowed to carry more than 21
people ata time but this
chopper had 32 people on
board. The ambassador was so
angry, he did no even speak to
the Chief District Officer of
Surkher who was at the airport
to welcome him. The CDO was
actually there to receive
Minister for Tourism Bal
Bahadur KC and he was
surprised to see the
ambassador .

After the ambassador left for
Nepalgunj, the CDO went back
t0 what he was doing—
preparing for KC's vsit. The
CDO requested the members of
the press not to write about the
overloaded helicoprer. In fact,
he threatened the reporters and
said that overloading was not
something new in these
mountainous regions. He added
that no one could ever do
anythingabout it. Most
helicopters operating in these
areas are used to ferry food to

the hilly regions. The airline
companies had agreed with the
organising commitcee of the
Rara Festival that they would
provide 20 flights. They also
promised to shash fares by 20
percentand allow passengers to
take 15 kg of luggage free of
cost. The companies did nothing
of the sort—they charged people
for excess luggage, which was
less than the 15 kg promised,
and they did not reduce fares.
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The deployment of Gurkha soldiers in
Afghanistan is a possibility as British

commandos in Oman go on standby this
week. The last time the Gurkhas were in
action in Afghanistan was in the

NEW YORK - Michael Jordan never
developed athythm with hisjump
shot, didn’t make the right
decisions down the sretch and
couldn’( knockdnwnh'mlzmhm

'tthe No

Missing his biggestshot of the game
and committing two cruciallate
turnovers, Jordan's Wizards lost
93-91 to the New York Knicks
Tuedayightin hisreum foma
nearly

23 nf old Tha( 'swho the Washing-

ton Wizards needed this night.

retirement.
“The game s a little bit

Mlchael Jordan’s comeback was, er, interesting.

cecee

d.frucm, my teammatesarea litde
it different, and obviously the
outcome tonightisa litle different
from what [ wanted,” Jordan said.
“But fecl good about myselfand
aboutwhat the team did tonight,
and we have to continue to work n
the right direction.”

Jordan spent the majority of his
minutes at point guard in his big
comeback game, scoring 19 poins
and putting up decent numbers in
other categories.

Butthe defining moment came
when he misseda three-pointerin
frontof the Knicks bench with 18
seconds lfi that would have tied
the game. “T had a good look and it
came up shore. My sho today was
prety shortand pretty flat” Jordan
said. “Itcould have been a great
sicuation, bucit'sthe b

secee

The Knicks took an 87-86
lead inco the final two minutes,
and afier Lacrell Sprewell hita
wrnaround, Jordan answered
witha 21-footer—his first field
goalof the quarter—to cut New
York’s lead to 89-88. The 38-
year-old Jordan missed his next
shot,alsoa jumper, and then
failed to outump Kure Thomas,
allowing him to grab an offensive
rebound. That led toa pair of
foulshots by Othella Harrington
with 34 seconds lef for a three-
pointlead.

Jordan threwan ill-advised
pas that was stolen on Washing-
ton’s next possession, but
Christian Lactener stole the ball
back. Afict Jordan missed the
threepointartmp, Thomas vas
fouledon dmade

longscason—thacs chevway | look
ati.” Jordan’s final miss was his
L4th in 21 attemprs. Healso had
the two late turnovers,along with
anairball and a missed breakaway
layup in the first quarcer.
Wearing hisfamiliar uniform
No. 23 butthe unfamiliar colours
ofblue, blackand gold, Jordan
made his much-anticipated retum
beforea sold-out crowd at Madison
Square Garden—the itc of some of
his greatest momens. He was
cheered during player introduc-
tions,jeeted when he ossed upan

au-hall less than three minutes into
1

CHLEAENC) CAgalTya)

rucinised on every
move the rest ofche nigh.

both shots for  93-88 lead that
allbut ended it. “When I urned
the ball overand saw it go into
hishandsand I him g for the
sho,Lthoughthevwasgoing o
makeit,” Thomas said. “I¢'s
forcunae hthe did and s
able to get the rebound.”
Sprewellled New York with
28 points, including 13in the
fourth quarer, and Allan
Houston had 22 to reach 10,000
points for his career. Chris
Whitney scored 18 points to lead
the rest of the Wizards, who
would have made Jordan's return
amuch bigger successifthey had
converteda few ofhis precise

cee

seee

passesinto field goals.

As bad as his teammates looked
for three quarters, they managed to
open the fourth quarterwith an 8-0
runand takea71-69 lead before
Jordan checked in with 8:57 lefr.
Jordan hit his next shot and gotan
assist on his next pass, helping the
Wizards maintain a slim lead.

“The game stayed close the rest
of the way, setting upan ending
that could have been dramatic if
Jordan had been a little more
accurate with his shot. He ended
up missing four of his final five
attemptsand showed no emorion
when the game ended.

Jordan's first touch 10 seconds
into the game resulted in a pass to
Lactener fora shot that clanged off
the rim. Jordan also missed his first
jumper—a 17-footer that hit hard
off the back rim—before he used a
surprisingly quick firststep to drive
around Sprewell 90 seconds into
the game fora finger-roll chat
bounced around and in.

“They wete Jordan's frs poin

Air looks human

three reboundsand three steals. He
had only four poines and one
rebound in the third quarter. “I el
youwhat, I think he was. domi-
nant player on the floor. He didn't
shoot pardicularly well,” Knicks
head coach JefFVan Gundy said.

It wasa special nightin New
York, notonly because of Jordan's
comeback, butalso because of the
pre-game routine that was changed
by the 11 September trrorist
attacks. There was also Game
“Three of the World Series being
played a few miles noth in the
Bronx becween the Yankees and
Asizona Diamondbacks. Every
person entering the Garden was
screened with a hand-held metal
detector, and the Knicks putona
pre-game presentation withoutits
usual glicz.

Rather than introducing players
oneby oneas they normally would,
both teams lined up on opposite
foullines with members of the
armed services, postal service, and
policcand fire departments. A
police drum corps played as cach of
them was introduced.Jordan
reccivedaloud from the

sincehehicajumper over Utah's
Bryon Russell in Game Sixof the
1998 NBA Finals togive the Chicago
Bullheirsixth championship.
Jordan went on to hit successive
jumpersin the first quarter,
although he had another lessthan-
great momentwhen he misseda
contested breakaway layupafier
interceptinga pass by Mark
Jackson. Jordan finished the first
halfwich 11 points, fourassists,
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fans, who were lready on their et
by the time he was introduced.
Some ofthe players and Washing-
ton head coach Doug Collns sang
along o “God Bless America.”

Earlerin the day, Jordan
offered some of his thoughrs on all
the Washington Wizards' doubers
outthere, “Youknow, the un-
known s dangerous,” Jordan said.
“Everyone speculates, but no one
knows—and I think that'sa part of
the challenge. This young team,
although they've never won
anythingand have never really been
putina sicuation to win, may bea
story in the making.” 0 A7)

Kathmandu-3, Nepal

Orteatat Decarater
Tel: 242389, 241760,

241058
Fax 977-1-428122

Up to 50%

Sponsored by:
Ptaon & Furatshing
Eporiam

Panipokhari,

KTM., Nepal

Tel: 428414, 427806,
4075

Fax: 977-1-428122

‘W a. ’g7 a. .a a, y

To Prince Paras Bir Bikram Shah Dev & Princess Himani Rajya Laxmi Shah on the occasion of being

declared the Royal Highness Crown Prince and Royal Highness Crown Princess of the Kingdom of Nepal.

A, Godavarnd Village Resort
q‘f" Greenwich Viblage Fotel Family

disastrous British retreat from Kabul
almost exactly 160 years ago.

As Peter Hopkirk explains in The
Great Game: On Secret Service in
High Asia, in the 1830s, the exiled
Shah Shujah was itching to depose

the ruler of Afghanistan, Dost
Mohammad and regain the throne.
The British decided that they
wanted to move further north in

their attempts to reconnoitre hitherto unmapped

routes between India and Russia across the Hindu Kush. But to do this,
they needed a friendly ruler in Kabul—and Dost Mohammad was not.

For the next few years there

was all manner of Great Game

intrigue, the British admonishing Dost Mohammad as if he were ‘a

naughty schoolboy”, and the Ru:

issians using this rift to inveigle

themselves into the court. Shah Shujah needed to be pacified and
returned to Afghanistan so he would give up his claims to Peshawar.

In 1838-39, the First Afghan
restored to the throne in Kabul.

War broke out, and Shah Shujah was
During the campaign he ordered

executions cruel even by frontier standards and, once his authority was
established through fear, made the public feed his army and raised
taxes to support his lavish lifestyle. None of this brought him any
goodwill, and also gave rise to great resentment against his British

SpONSOrs.
These years were not just a

time of Anglo-Russian rivalry over

passage through Central Asia and the establishment of Afghanistan as
a pro-British buffer between India and the Tsar’s territory—Afghanistan

and the ‘khanates’ of the region

were all absorbed in their own rivalries.

One of the results of this was that Dost Mohammad's favourite son,
Mohammad Akbar Khan, lived across the border in Turkestan, whose
internal politics were a matter of some interest to Afghanistan, Britain

and Russia. He lived there until

1841, when things came to a head.

There were riots in Kabul and a prominent British diplomat,
Alexander Burnes, was cut to pieces. Mohammad Akbar Khan—Akbar—
came back to lead what had turned into a full-scale insurrection
against the British and their puppet ruler. In the war that followed, two
British men played prominent roles—Sir William Macnaghten, a
former political secretary in Calcutta and a brilliant Orientalist and
polyglot, said to be as fluent in Farsi, Arabic and Hindustani as he was

in English, and General William

Elphinstone, the officer in charge of

British troops outside Bala Hissar, the walled citadel overlooking the

capital.
‘The British were routed and

some 16,000 British troops and

civilians started back to Jalalabad, the nearest British garrison. Five
days later, between relentless Afghan firing and exposure to the bitter
cold, all but a handful of the troops and over two-thirds of the civilians
were dead. Following are excerpts from Hopkirk's account of the
disastrous encounter, in some part based on historian John Kaye's

History of the War in Afghanista

while, things were going from
bad to worse. News was
comingin of the fall of outlying
British posts to the rebels, with
considerable lossof lfe, includ-
ing the massacre of an entire
Gurkha regiment. A number of
officers had been killed and
others wounded, among them
Major Eldred Portinger, the
hero of Herat. The cruel Afghan
winter had already begun, far
carlier than usual, and food,
water, medicines and morale
were beginning to run low. So
too, it appears, was courage, for
the garrison’s one and only
major assault on the rebels had
ended in a humiliating and costly
defeat which saw the headlong
flight of the Briish and Indian
troops back to their own lines.
Kaye was to call it ‘disgraceful
and calamitous’. It took place on
23 November, when the Afghans
suddenly moved two guns to the
top of a hill overlooking the
Britsh position and began to

bel

I n the cantonments, mean-

-

that guns must lways move in
pais, but for some reason,
perhaps to give himself greater
mobility, the brigadier had only
taken one 9-pounder with him.
Acfirst the grape-shot from this
had had a devastating effect on
the Afghans occupying the village,
but soon it began to overheat,
putting it out of action when it
was most needed. Asa result the
attack on the village was driven
back. Meanwhile the Afghan
commanders had dispatched a
large body of horsemen and foot-
soldies to the assistance of their
hard-pressed comrades. Secing
the danger, the brigadier at once
formed his infantry into two
squares, massing his cavalry
between them, and waited for the
enemy onslaught, confident that
the tactics which had won the
Battle of Waterloo would prove
as deadly here

But the Afghans kepe their
distance, opening up a heavy fire
on the tightly packed British
squares with their long-barelled

Even General Elphinstone,
who until now had expended
more energy quarrelling with
Macnaghten than in engaging the
enemy, could not ignore this
threat, He ordered a far from
enthusiastic brigadier to venture
forth with a force of infantry and
cavalry. Having successfully
scized the hilland silenced the
guns,the brigadier turned his
attention to the enemy held
vllage below. Tt was here that
things began o go wrong There
had long been a standing order

hlocks, or jezails. To the
dismay of the brigadier's men,
casy targets in their vivid scarlet
tunics, their own shorter-
barrelled muskets were unable to
reach the enemy, the rounds
falling harmlessly shor of their
targets. Normally the brigadier
could have turned his arcillery on
the Afghans, causing wholesale
slaughter in their ranks, where-
upon his cavalry would have done
the rest. However, as Kaye
observed, it seemed as though
“the curse of God was upon those
unhappy people’,for their single

9-pounder was till too hot for
the gunners to use without the
risk of it exploding, and in the
meantime men were falling in
scores to the Afghan marksmen.
Then, to the horror of those
watching the battle from the
canconments far below, a large
party of the cnemy began to
crawlalong a gully towards the
unsuspecting British. Moments
later they broke coverand flung
themselves with wild cries upon
their foes, who promptly turned
and fled. Desperately the
brigadier tried to rally his men,
displaying remarkable courage in
facing the enemy single-handed,
while ordering his bugler to
sound the halt. It worked,
stopping the flecing men in their
tracks. The officers re-formed
them, and a bayonet charge,
supported by the cavalry, turned
the tide, scattering the cnemy.
By now the 9-pounder was back
in action, and the Afghans were
finally driven offwith heavy
casualties.

The British triumph was
shortlived, though, for the
Afghans were quick to learn
their lesson. They directed the
fire of their jezails against the
unfortunate gunners, making it
all but impossible to use the 9-
pounder: At the same time, from
well out of range of the Bricish
muskets, they kept up a murder-
ous hail against the exhausted
troops, whose morale was once
more beginning to crumble, I
finally gave way when a party of
Afghans, again crawling unseen
upa gully, leaped unexpectedly

upon them with blood-curdling
screams and long, flashing knives,
while their comades kept up an
incessant fire from near-invisible
positions behind the rocks. This
was too much for the British and
Indian troops. They broke ranks
and fled back down the hill ll
the way to the cantonments,
leaving the wounded to their
incvitable fate.

The weather was now rapidly
deceriorating, and they had licde
time to waste if they were to
stand a chance of getting through
the passes to Jalalabad before
they were blocked for the winter.
Pottinger was given no choice but
to submit to most of Akbar's
harsh demands. On 1 January,
1842, as heavy snow fell on
Kabul, an agreement was signed
with Akbar under which he
guaranteed the safety of the
departing British, and promised
o provide them with an armed
escort to protect them from the
hostile tribes through whose
territories they must pass. In
return, the Bricish agreed to
surrender all but six of their
artllery pieces and three smaller
mule-borne guns. For their part,
the Afghans dropped their
demand for married officers with
families to stay behind, and
Captain Mackenzie and his
companion were freed. The first
they had known of Macnagheen’s
fate was when his severed hand,
attached toa stick, was thrust up
in front of the window of their
cell by amob yelling for their
blood outside. Instead of them, as
a guarantee of good faith, Akbar

insisted that three other young
officers stay behind as their
“guests’. The ‘British were in no
position to arguc.

Acfirst light on 6 January, to
the sound of the bugles and
drums, and leaving Shah Shujah
and his followers to fend for
themselves inside the Bala
Hissar, the once proud Army of
the Indus marched ingloriously
out of the cantonments. Its
destination was Jalalabad, the
nearest British garrison which
lay more than cighty miles across
the snow-covered mountains to
the cast. From there it would
leave Afghanistan and enter
India by the Khyber Pass.
Leading the march was an
advance guard of 600 red-coated
troops of the 44* Regiment of
Footand 100 cavalry. Next came
the British wives and children on
ponies, and sick or pregnant
women in palanquins borne by
Indian servants. Then followed
the main body of infantry,
cavalry and artillery. Last of ll
came the rearguard, also
consisting of infantry, cavalry
and artillery. Becween ‘the main
body and the rearguard wound a
long column of camels and
bullocks carrying ammunition
and food. Left to struggle along
as best they could, without any
proper provision having been
made for them, were several
thousand camp-followers who
attached themselves to the
column wherever they could.

So it was, on that cily cold
winter's morning, that the long
column of British and Indian

troops, wives, children, nannies,
grooms, cooks, servants and
assorted hangers-on—16,000 in
all—set out through the snow
towards the first of the passes.

Aweek lacer, shordly afier
noon, alook-out on the walls of
the Bricish fort ac Jalalabad
spotted a lone horseman in the
far distance making his way
slowly towards them across the
plain. News of the capitulation
of the Kabul garrison had
already reached Jalalabad,
causing intense dismay, and for
oo days, with increasing
ansity, they had been expecting
the advance guard. For it wasa
march which normally took only
five days. Ac once the look-out
raised the alarm, and there was
arush for the ramparts. A dozen
telescopes were trained on the
approaching rider. A moment
later someone cried out that he
wasa European. He appeared to
beciher ill or wounded, for he
leaned weakly forward, clinging
o his horse’s neck. A chill ran
through the watchers s it
dawned on them that something
was badly amiss. “That solicary
horseman’, wrote Kaye, ‘looked
like the messenger of death.”
Immediately an armed patrol
was sent out to escort the
stranger in, for numbers of
hostile Afghans were known to
be roaming the plain.

Excerpted fiom The Great Game:
On Sccret Service in High Asia,
Peter Hopkirk, 1990, Oxford
University Press, Rs 500.



18 city

2-8 NOVEMBER 2001 NEPALI TIMES

ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES

00 Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITION

00 Images from Bhaktapur ~Solo photo exhibition by Kishore Kayastha. Until 21 October,
10AM-6PM. Park Gallery, Pulchowk. 522307

EVENTS

00 Kathak dance performance by Kumudini Lakhia and her group. Royal Nepal Academy
Hall, 5 November, 6PM. Passes at Embassy of India, Lainchaur (413174), Nepal-Bharat
Sanskritik Kendra, RNAC Building, New Road, (243497), Bhartiya Gorkha Sainik Niwas,
Thamel (414283), Indian Airlines, Hattisar (429468), Chez Caroline, Babar Mahal Revisited
(251647), NAFA, Babar Mahal (411729), Indigo Gallery, Naxal (413580) Indian Council for
Cultural Relations and Embassy of India

00 Action Asia Himalayan Mountain Bike Race Series 2001  Opening ceremony 9 Novem-
ber, 3.30PM, parade from Himalayan Bank through Thamel to Northfield Cafe. All welcome.
Races on 10, 18 and 24 November. Open to all, five categories, great prizes. Himalayan
Mountain Bike. Info@bikingnepal.com. 437437

00 Nepali classical dance and folk music ~ at Hotel Vajra Dances of Hindu and Buddhist
gods Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Tea and ticket Rs 400.
Nepali folk tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays 6.30PM onwards, the hotel restaurant. 271545
00 Friends of the Bagmati 5 November, at 2PM. Darkroom Creations, Lazimpat. All wel-
come. 479488

00 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays
and Tuesdays 4.30PM-6.30PM, 241163. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30PM-
8PM, Saturdays 1.30PM. 434024, 434830

music

00 Annual Jazz and Food Festival Dine with music by the Japanese quintet K;
and the Jazz Connection. Rs 900. 2 November, Hotel Yak &Yeti. 248999

00 Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodl
Restaurant. 414336

00 Live acoustic music  Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalglfe

Café. 7.30PM-10PM 262526

- J 00 Rox Restaurant Traditional home-style European cuisine from a wood-

fired oven. Steaks, trout, roasted vegetables, desserts. Hotel Hyatt Regency.
491234
00 Peking Duck and Mandarin Music ~ Chinese chefs' mild and spicy delica-
F = J cies from the far-east at the Imperial Pavilion every Sunday. Hotel Shangri-La.
412999
00 Brunch and swimming Pool-side BBQ, Rs 650 per head, weekend brunch with swim-
ming, Rs 550 per head. Shangri-La Village, Pokhara.
00 Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500 per
head. 410432
00 Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner with Fifth Avenue sandwiches, full meals
at backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651
00 Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, breakfasts, sports bar. All week long. Live
band Wednesday, Sunday 6.30PM-10PM. K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043
00 Saturdays at the Malla Swimming and French chef's barbecue lunch. 11AM-5PM. The
Malla Hotel. 418385, 410966
0 Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with view of city and surrounding hills.

Radisson Hotel. 411818

00 Le Cafe des Trekkers New Tibetan and French restaurant. Special
Spanish Paella on 2,3,4, 9,10,11 November. Jyatha, Thamel, opposite
Hotel Blue Diamond. 225777

GETAWAYS
00 Escape to Jomsom Two nights, three days, B&B package with tours and Pokhara-
Jomsom return airfare. Expats $250 per head. Valid until New Year. Jomsom Mountain
Resort. 434870

00 Dwarika's Escapes Breathtaking Escape, two nights package with

| BN
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BOOKWORM: TREKKING MAPS SPECIAL

~ Annapurna Base Camp Ghandrung, Ghorapani

S Shangri-La Maps, Kathmandu, 2002
-l o

1:75,000 trekking map of Bircthanti, Ghorapani, Ghandrung, Chomrong, Hinku, Machhapuchre
base camp, Annapurna base camp, Tatopani, Beni and Pokhara.

= Langtang, Helambu & Gosainkund | 88 S
Shangri-La Maps, Kathmandu, 2002
Rs800
1100000 rrekkll\gllla])ofTrlsullBml Dhunche, Syabru Besi, Langtang, Kyanjing gompa, [ il
base camp, Tarkeghyang, Gosainkund, Helambu, Ganja-La, Rasuwagadhiand
Melamchigaon,
r
S Everest Climbing Map
Shangri-La Maps, Kathmandu, 2002

Rs800

“The firstever dlimbing map for Everest with approach routes (1:50,000) and climbing routes
(1:25,000). Covers Lukla, Namche Bazar, Tengboche, Pangboche, Pheriche, Lobuche,
Kalapatthar, Khumbu Glacier, Everest base camp, Cho-La, Gokyo, Island Peak.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Secretary wanted Minimum three years secre-
tarial experience, excellent written and spoken
English, computer & basic accounts, filing. Travel
agency experience an advantage. Immediate start
Position for GM of Adventure Travel Co. Bio-data
and photo to PO Box 12673 KTM.

international gourmet dinner, transport both
ways—Rs 1100. 417386, 680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse  not the
“longest”, “highest", “first" or any other superla-
tive. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar and
restaurant with the coldest beer and juiciest
steaks this side of the moon. By the Kathmandu
Guest House. 433043

Kodari Eco Resort  Peace in natural surround-
ings, good views of Nepal/ Tibet border, jungle-
covered mountains, Buddhist monasteries, ancient
Shiva cave. Hike to villages with various ethnic
groups, vantage points to Himalayas. Comfortable
accommodation, attached bath, balcony or
terraces, good food, friendly service. 480262,
kodari@mos.com.np

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serv-
iced or repaired by HMB's Professional Mechan-
ics at the HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accesso-
ries and parts available. Second hand bikes
bought/sold/hired. New and reconditioned
mountain bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain
The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant Bikes—Tours and Expeditions. 437437
and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433.
15 percent off-season discount. House for rent or sale  Sitapaila Ring Road,
12-minute drive from Lincoln School. Two
roapni compound, five bedrooms, two bath-
rooms, kitchen, dining and sitting room, serv-
ant's quarters, other facilities. 356074, or
98103-0322 (Hari, Shanta, Sanju, John)

The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses and
many more. 425836/425894.

Sekuwa for Friday night check-in, Krishnarpan dinner, afternoon tea, cocktail, half-} hour
massage, breakfasts. Rs11,800 per couple. Or bid for the Anytime Escape, full overnight
package in one of Dwarika's suites. Bidding starts at $130 per night. Until 18 November.
479488

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per
head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

00 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests.
Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari.
keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

For inclusion in the lising send information o emmrs@neua/mmes.cnml

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL
This satellite image taken on Thursday morning shows
pretty much clear skies, with a westerly disturbance
over the horizon. The first of those disturbances from
the west that will bring fresh snows to the high
passes, and their arrival to the rest of the midhills will

depend on the behaviour of the low pressure troughs

to the north and south of the Himalaya early next week.

Expect the first of the westerlies over Kathmandu this
weekend with high altitude clouds and even some
drizzles. When the weather clears again next week,
the temperature will go down a notch, but still be in the
double digits.
KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
26-11 24-12 24-11 25-10 25-10

.com
www.borderlandresorts.com. Best Room in Thamel Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves.
Quiet, private, and a great view. US$5 per day.
Contact John 548119.

Gourmet weekend _ for Nepalis and expatriates
Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-course

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today

BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC AuTet @av
BBC Auret @av

Radio Sagarmatha
P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977~
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org
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Let the

T thatis pcrhaps parcofits
charm. The physical cffort,
the discomfort, the delicious
mauscle aches arc a great way to
getaway from the comforts and
amenitics of the modern world.
For awhile, anyway

But there is always the
problem of the night stop.
However gruelling the day, the
climb up and down a 5,000 m
Himalayan pass in cight hours, it
is always nice to come to a cosy
and warm inn on the other side.
‘There are plenty of cosy trekking
lodges in Nepal, but very few that
are warm enough.

Keeping rooms and dining
areas of trekking lodges warm at
high altitude has always been a
challenge in a country where
central heating is non-existent

and houses lack insulation. In
most Nepali homes, the kitchen
is about the only place that is
v and we havea notorously
slack attitude towards heat loss.
The result: frezing rooms where
you breath comes outin clouds of
condensation as you try to
snuggle into your slecping bag,

There was a time when the
Himali Inn in Mustang’s Jharkot
village was the only trekking
lodge on the trail up to
Mukeinath. Tt was  labour of
love for the Thakuri family that
ownedit, and an itinerant
American named David Doverner
whose concepts of energy
efficiency and appropriate
technology were way ahead of
their time.

Jharkot is north of the
Himalaya in the rain-shadow.
Firewood is scarce, the winds are

un shine in

The greenhouse effect may be
the way to keep trelking inns
warm and toasty.

deadly and the winters here at
3,200 m are Siberian. So, how do
you heat a trekking lodge?

Doverner and his Mustangi
family designed the Himali Inn to
cleverly usca three-sided design
o trap solar energy. As soon as
the suns pops out from behind
Thorung Peak to the east, it
strikes one side of the house,
during the mid-morning to noon
period it bakes the middle
portion, and again in the aftct-
noon the slanting rays strike the
otherside.

The heat traps are set at the
base of the building, jutting out
into the porch likea greenhouse.
“The only difference is there are
no plants underneath the glass,
but piles of stones all painted
matted black. The greenhouse
effect heats the stones throughout
the day, and warms the entire
house through convection.

Duringa recent autumn
night, the temperature outside
was minus 2 Celsius, while the
rooms at the Himali Inn re-
mained at 18 degrees.

“The beauty of itis that it
costs almost nothing, and it is
virtually maintenance free,” says
Notbu Thakuri, whose family
owns the inn. “The only mainte-
nance we have done in the past
25 yearsis to replace glass panes
broken by drunk and when a
block of ice fll from the roof.”

Once a year, the inn opens up
the glass panes, gives the stones a
new coat of black made from the
inside of dry cells, and dusts the
air passages. That s all it takes.

Even with the Himali Inn
prototype, thee is room for
improvement. For instance, metal

frames encasing the glass would
be more permanent and air-
tight than wood, double-glazing
would improve insulation,
stones can be selected for better
heat retention, and arrayed for
increased surface arca. Then, of
course, there i the need to
make the windows and doors in
the house more air-tight and to
reduce heat loss through the
roof and walls, All this would
make the system cost slightly
more, but would make it even
more efficient.

Whatis surprising is not
how well passive solar space
heating works, but why it hasn’t
caught on along the trekking
trails in the rest of Nepal. Given
Nepal's success story in
designingand marketing solar
water heaters, it would have
been a logical extension to sl
home space heaters. Maybe
some day it will happen, and
when it does, it will help save
millions in kerosene and
firewood.

Says Norbu's elder brother,
Rajendra: “I’s a great idea, but
the challenge i to get the
younger generation fired up
about the concept, especially
since it makes so much business
sense, while at the same time
being environment friendly.” 0

HAPPENINGS

DEUBAAND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS: The prime minister
inaugurates the Emergency Operations Centreat the UN Complexin
Pulchowk on 31 October.

NEW UNIFORMS: IGP Krishna Mohan Shrestha with three colleagucs
in the brand new uniforms of the newly-formed Armed Police Forceac the
UML Dasain parcy on 31 October.

SAVE THE BAGMATI: Parcicipants atche Friends of Bagmati Workshop
on 13 October at the Ram Mandir Temple o stratcgisc on rejuvenating the
river.

It's never been easier fo subscribe to
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

More ministers the merrier

cagreewith crticsof the governmentwhohave
serious misgivingsabout the sze of our new
jumbojet cabinet. Theyarerigh: with 41

theme: “Ministries forall by 2002". Here are some of the

excellentideas:

Ministry of Distortion and Extortion: this new
AR N N

d

ministers,i'sjust notbigenough. 3
Howdocs the Primordial Minister hink hei beaonewindowoffice for party fund-raisingactvii
goaboutusheringi fFpeaceand devel Ministry of legitimate Affais: in the spiricof
in this country fhiscabinet Iy undersaffed bilityand non-duplication,al
Fornational A oo mons  coverand e band des il b el o thi i
warfooting we need an army of ministers, notjust the Ministry of Adultery: diluion of petrol and dicsel with
pathetic laroon we have now. keroseneisanational crisisand this ministry will punish
Weunderstand that the Premium Ministerhadareal — adulerersb themin public laces during which
problem on hishandsto thoserwithoutsinvill be
providecvery new minister asked to cast the irststone
with theaccoutrementsof Ministey of Tourismand
ministethood, viz.and to Maoismigiven the
wit:bodyguard, peon, cook, monetary conibucions
driver wife, personal made by the ourism sector
assistn, hangers-on, . o the people's wareffort it
Buthe must realise hat wasthought prudentthat
asdefiom personal saff, thetwo ministriesbe olled
every minister provides intoone
valuablejobsin his ministry Ministry of Physical
foratleast 300 constituents Therapy and No Works:
within the firstmonth of prolonged naction leads to
akingoffice. Weshould lookatthejumbo cabinetasa ~ atrophy, hi illensure ministers burn a dail
national umempl by severalp p thetble
and makeit forNepalisto mig kin  Ministryof hisis ministy
Quaranymore. mainly because youcan work outof home

Ancxpanded cabinec hasa muliplierefcron the
cconomy Thisis why the Primeval Ministershould gnore:
ritics, and just go ahead and enlarge his cabinet som

Ministry of Junkets and Aviation: n stark contrast
this minister is never home, buramassingair miles
Ministry of Ministerial Administration: with the new

more:iisin the national interes, 185-member cabinet thereisanced fora minisry justto
Butvewould e remissinour whiste-bloving duti ko theroll callduring cabi iy
ifwedidnotbring fhigher-up authorici  pak d
i Iy shorcof ministe- Portolio: inglylef
tial porcolis. Thisis why the Commisionon Commis-  vacanttoaccommodate disgrunted party members who
o Kckbarks hela oo drorkshop semi U notetmimisteral bertand s dhoateninn to defect
the Yak, Yak & Yak Hotel recendly to brai the he disident faction
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