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UNDER MY HAT
Don't mess with us

Deuba’s gamble

The prime minister may be frittering away a strong hand.

MIN BAJRACHARYA
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Fairy tale hydro

KUNDA DIXIT

Nature doesn't make hydropower projects more feasible than this. A 140 m drop through
atunnel of just 2.2 km on a bend in the Karnali river in western Nepal. Little submer-
gence, an eight-hour storage for peak power, project site already accessible on the
Surkhet-Jumla road. Then there is the price-tag: an incredibly cheap $455 million for a
project generating 300MW. There is more: Nepal does not have to pay even one cent,
and we get 30 percent equity in the project from a French charity—for free!

It's all too good o be true. So what's the catch? “We are a trust that supports
infrastructure projects in developing countries around the world,” says Sylvain
Leveque of the Singapore-based French trust, Ely: iere. “This is a fund for
peace, stability and democracy. We chose Nepal because it is trying to develop by
making democracy work.”

On 22 October Elysee signed a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with the Nepal
Electricity Authority (NEA) to buy electricity from the Upper Karnali project at a rock
bottom cheap Rs 2.90 per kW/h during the dry season and Rs 1.45 during the rainy
season. (Compare this to the more than 6 cents per unit the NEA pays to other
private producers.)

The agreement is conditional on Elysee coming up with its share of cash by
December. I all goes according to plan, this one project will add Nepal's enre present
hydropower capacity to the grid by 2008. In addition, the country's neglected far-western
hills will get a development boost. Elysee says it is setting aside another $200 million
for education, health care and other infrastructure projects in wester Nepal.

“The terms of association with Elysee are just too good to ignore,” says Devi B
Thapa, deputy managing director at the NEA. “We're getting a good PPA and equity in
the project, which is what we need to keep tariffs down.” The NEA admits it doesn't know

the exact details of where the
windfallis coming from, but
Leveque told us in a phone
interview from Singapore that the
trustis backed by wealthy
investors and runs on earmings
from investments in the financial
markets. “The idea is to re-invest
the profis into viable develop-
ment projects to raise living
standards in poor countries,” Leveque told us.

Elysee came in through a fast-rack investment committee chaired by Prime Minister,
Deuba and did not have to compete with other bidders because it took on a project for
which the NEA already had the license. Ex-prime minister Girija Prasad Koirala strongly
pushed for the project last year during his tenure.

“Iiitis a serious party then this is the best thing that could be happening to Nepal,”
says Bikash Pandey, an energy economist. And that seems to be a big if. The fear is that
Elysee came in through the back door, and is going to squat on the license and hand it
over to a third party. Leveque flatly denies this, saying his group will meet the December
deadline for the financial commitment to obtain its power generation license. “Most of
the work has been finalised, it is no problem at all to meet the deadline,” he said.

Ratna Sansar Shrestha, a lawyer and Chartered Accountant who was involved with the
Khimti project is sceptical. “There are no free lunches these days. There has to be money
coming from somewhere for Elysee to give the NEA 30 percent equity,” he said. We put
this to Leveque, who told us the money is mainly from donors in Europe, Canada and
Australia. Come December, we may finally find out i it is all too good to be true.
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AFTER THE HONEYMOON

When Sher Bahadur Deuba ousted Girija Prasad Koirala after a long and
bruising fight on 24 July, we wrote in this space that he did not need a political
honeymoon period. But as it tumed out, he got one anyway. Friends and foes
alike have been kind to Deuba for the first 100 days of his second term as
prime minister. Compared to the hand-to-hand combat of Girija’s tenure,
Deuba’s four months have sailed by in relative serenity. The country is asleep,
but at least there is peace.

The prime minister seems to have leart from the mistakes of his first
term, and moved with determination and purpose to fulfil his single-point
agenda of resolving the Maoist crisis. Deuba can be stubborn when he wants
1o be, and he refuses to be distracted from the goal. That is why we get the
feeling that everything else is on hold.

Remember the mood preceding Dasain last year when policemen were
being butchered like buffaloes at the Kot, and compare it with this year's
relative calm. True, there has been intimidation and violence by anti-Maoist
village vigilantes, and Maoist counter-kidnappings of UML cadre. True, most
MPs and local officials stayed in Kathmandu and did not go back to their

constituencies for the holidays out of fear of being abducted. Also true that the °

government-Maoist talks seem to be stuck, and rebel cadre are itching for a
fight. This being Nepal, even the peace talks took a breather during Dasain.

Still, despite it all, the truce has put a stop to the mindless violence of the
past year in which 70 policeman were killed during some weeks in Maoist
raids. It would be a sacrilege to the memory of the more than 2,000 Nepalis
who have been killed by other Nepalis in the past six years if, after coming
this far, we were to retum to violence. The obscenity of the past cannot be
allowed to be a rehearsal for even greater carnage in future.

Cutting through the posturing and rhetoric of both sides about the release
of detainees, the third round of talks appears to be delayed because the
Maoist leadership cannot decide on what to settle for. It has now taken the
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‘“Kathmandu is an islan’(’l

in an ocean of poverty.

Nepali Times:What changes do you see in
the past two years?
Nishimizu: I see Nepal much more integrated with the
restof the world even compared to two years ago. The
benefits of that are obvious in Kathmandu, the better
livingstandard is somevwhat tangible. That s what
ion of sk bout—people call it
globalisation which has become a bad word. It is
that economic integration can do to people’s
living standards, to help reduce poverty faster if
policiesare right.

And in the villages you visited?
Thereitisa confirmation of what [ learnc st tme,
the difficulelives that poor people lead inthis country,
especilly women. And how diffrent hei lfeis from
yoursin Kathmandu. The gap becween Kathmandu
and the st of the country i getting wider.
Kathmandu is an island in an occan of poverty. And
Dhadingisa disrict just next door to Kathmandu.
It gave mea sense of urgency about how important
good development polices are to narrow that gap.

The last time you were here you told us you
were angry with the poverty you saw?

Yes.

How has the Bank helped the government to
address it?

People tend to think World Bank has a lot of money
and clout to help Nepal. Thisisa misconcepion. The
money the Bank can provide s adrop ina huge
bucket. The bucket is Nepal’s own domestic re-
sources, including the taxes people pay. What we o is
relly,a pareof the government’s development
program and hopefully good policy. In terms of
policies, i this trip I have a sense of encouragement.

In the past two years there hasn't been any
‘major Bank lending ... has that got to do
with policies not being right?

You have to remember that we have financed many
projectsin the past. The money is being disbursed,
millions of dollars, for education, clean drinking
water for people to manage forests on their own.

But no new ler
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We are seeing an ugly repeat of last year's gnashing of internal Congress
teeth. Party president Koirala has given derisive speeches accusing the

ancw projectin
Thete isa group of peaple with foresight here in Nepal
whohave been hardacworkin crsingamoden

prime minister of going Soft on Maoists. His cousin and general secretary h,ifatall water. Th P L
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for Deuba's negotiating stance from the UML than from within his own
party. UML's Madhav Kumar Nepal calls Maoists ‘“terrorists”. Even the
Congress hasn't gone that far. Maoists are now targeting UML cadres at

afford. demumqv “Thiscan then beextended
further tosay that we don’tdeserve to be even

capable of keeping the partisan acitude of
the govemment of the day in check.

the consttution docsn't need to be changed
should notbe nterpreted o mean thatic
afixedenure | docsn't i

the grassroots for abductions. It
could be they are testing the waters
to field front candidates in local
elections next year.

The opposition of the Koirala
cousins to Deuba is understandable.
But why are Deuba and his home
minister, Khum Bahadur Khadka,
having a slanging match in public?
Deuba has sidelined the ambitious
Khadka, and the home minister
believes the prime minister is doing a
solo on the Maoist negotiations.

So at a time when the ruling party
needs to have a consensus on
providing the Maoists a face-saving
way out so the whole party can benefit
from the peace dividend, we have this
clawing and scratching going on. Just
goes to prove our old axiom: the
Nepali Congress is its own worst
enemy.

Nepalis have extraordinary
patience. But it is running out. And
when the people lose their patience,
neither the government nor the
Maoists will be spared their wrath.
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ctor, with modern regulation
that enhances not contol, but private-government
partnership for bringinginformation technology. We
feelthat development cannot be brought bout by
money only, but through information, timely
information. Thatis the future and these people
anticipaed it and are starting to create a regulatory
regime to preparc Nepal for the future, so we
decided to financeit.

Did you have a special purpose for this visit?
Since the lat time [was here, chere s a new govern-
ment, Same party buta new prime miniscer and
cabincr. So my main purpose was to comeand mect
the prime ministerand ey leaders in his cabinet who
areworking on some very important reforms. I necded
to meet them face to face to have a better understand-
ing of the quality of policics they mean to introduce in
this country.

What was your impression?
Tfound the people I met to be very candid so I don't
have to worry about what | say. The vision of this
prime minister is Nepal without poverty. He hasa
very strong focus on the silent majoricy, the people
whoare marginalised from society,including women.
Havinglistened to him, [ beleve that the focusand
[1\6 vision isa genuine one, not thecoric, As for the

sof social transformation, part of which is
hlghcl income, he belmmrymn
process has o be participatory. Ithas 10 beone
nation, not Kathmandu vs the rest, or therich vs the
poor. He talks about empowerment, bt the way he
descrbesit el he \mdelsrands irdecp dov based

onh P fecl that

Nepal this week. After a
field visit to Dhading, she
spoke to Nepali Times and

talked extensively about

Nepal’s progress in the

past two years, financial

sector reforms and the
empowerment of Nepali
women. .

the future of Nepal lies with the women. He wants to
give theinvisible women avoice. He really s focussing
onthe empowerment of women and dalits.

What about economic reforms?

“There is something that Nepal really ought to be proud

of: what was announced in the last budget and is being

implemented. That s the Medium Term Framework.

Thevalueof inancia dicplinetht proces canbring
expenditure Thereare ve

in Nepal who have been doinga ot o technical work
preparing, butitis not an casy reform and it s not just
aboutthe twosick banks the newspapers write about.
Ttis much more than that. I¢s about the entire banking
system, how to help the central bank to regulate the
bankingsystem muuch betterso that good money s
made,as opposed to bad mony.

In Nepal there seems to be the impression that ¢
isa World Bank dea. It fr from the truth, I fecl
insulted when | read that, and reformersin this country
wouldbedoubly insuled by sucharenark. s cally,
really homegrown, The reforms
there s no way it can even start fc i only the World
Bank sayingso. It has to come from within, with
conviction, with determvination and with politcalwill
T p—— i

that this reform is about hs vsion.

From the point ofview ofa common, hardworking
but poor Nepali itizen what would happenf, god-
forbid,abanking cisishappens.I gethit severl times,
firse lose my sav u\g deporsi, then the governmenc il
have to spend millions of dollars to stop the crisisfrom
wxmoncy. Who pays ax,itis I  gethic again.  lose
my savings and my tax goes into this to rescue all the
tich, powerful, corrupt people who have ruined
some of these banks who were once premier inseitu-
tions, by being defaulters.

Whatare they doing, they are essentially sealing
my moncy. | gethit twice, and again. Because ll taxes
are going to stop i this risi, what happens to
development expenditure? The school [was hoping
would come up next yeara mile down the road isn t
going o be built. So the hope that [ can finally cducare
my girls and boysis out of the window again. So, | get
it che third time. Then because the problem could
be severe, the cconomy will go into  recession and |
will probably lose my job. I get ht for the fourch. A
bad policy hits the poor first and most.

‘What really comforced meis that the prime
erunderstands thisand that s why he s commit-
ted. Itis very rare for me to speak toa leader of a
country who understands such importanlinkages,
without me cxplainingit, and with avoice of
conviction.

What would be your wish list for things (o
happen in Nepal?
(Laughs) Let me think. Obviously because banking
reform isa very important reform that will change the
courseof this country when this work i inished. Afier
itis done, given c\srythmg remains the same, you can
hope forthe growth rate to go up to 4 percentage
fuer1 hope that the commitment of the leadership
will be translated quickly into constant, consistent
action. I have noillusions, i not going to be asy.
Anotheris related to the women I saw in Dhading
and other marginalised people, the o called “untouch-
able”people,that also met. Men n govermentand
civil society will have to try to think from the point of
viewof women.

Last wish?

(Laughs) Howabout peace. The underlying cuse of the
Maoist movement hada ot o do with the destitution
in remoteareas,so not just dialogue with Maoists,
whichis continuing, but sing the whole mightof the
governmentthrough development, T hope that every
itizen of this country can get t0: point where they can
take peace and security for graned. That they don't
have to worty about it constancly.

How did the Nepalis you meet come across?
Nepalis are extremely patient people, they have
wemendous strengeh. | could sense

few developing countris in the world that have
implemented something ke this. Everybody ks sbout
it, but to actually have the guts to say we'lldo tand do
it sdifferent. | commend the governmentand this is
somtingdhc Nepl 2 naonught o beproudof.
“The people need to make sure thi

thatagain in Dhading, Iwould ke the peoplein

positions of power, with wealch, wih influence n the

publicand private sectors to understand how important

thatinner steength s, of che entire people of Nepal

“The people whoare better off,when they think of the
derdl

wellso that the whole country bencfitsfrom this
medium term frameswork as you go forward.

On financialscctor reforms therc has been  hiatus
from time to time, but [ am leaving witha sense of hope
and encouragement that things will really start to move.
Since the budget therc has been a small group of people

poorand the s, have to think of themas
human beings with enormous wisdom. A good democ-
racy that really helps rase everyone’s livingstandard can
sallyhappen hen morcand more Nepl peplevaue

andweallbrin w©
derocrig. Lean tovae th snormous sy of
this country as an asset, not asa division.

CROWN PRINCE PARAS

It was good to read the sentiments of
Prince Paras (*Has Crown Prince Paras
mended his ways?", £66), but we Nepalis
don't trust him. The palace took advan-
tage of Dasain so there would be no
protest. He does not trust the Nepalis, and
Nepalis should not trust him.

N Sharma
by email

I am not an authority on

Nepali fistory, but | do know

this much: Nepal is what it

is today because of the -

Shah Dynasty. We could
have been a country divided
into small principalities
wulnerable to foreign powers if
it had not been for Prithvi
Narayan Shah. So when
our so-called “principled
politicians” question the
fight of the monarch to
appoint his son the
crown prince, it
disgusts

my stomach.
What have these “gentlemen” done for
Nepal besides tying to look radical with
their witless questions trying to garner
votes in such a pathetic manner?
Siddharth Thapa
Boston

Paras being declared the crown prince
when the wounds of the royal massacre are
stil fresh s a serious blow to many
Nepalis, especially when his well-docu-
mented acts of indiscriminate violence is
sillfresh in many peoples minds. The
impicaton of tis decision deserves better
analyss than trumpeting mediocre verses
which Paras alegedly wote.

Arun Neupane

Michigan, USA

What the announcement of the crown
prince shows s that Nepal is still a long
way from being a true democracy. The
palace’s method showed that the old, dark
ways of doing things in secret are stil
prevalent. f Nepal is to be a modern,
transparent monarchy and eam the
respect of the people like the monarchy in
Japan the palace has to change the way it
does things.

Seema Chheti

Tokyo

Thank you for a balanced and objective
overview of the royal appointment of
Paras as crown prince. As you correctly
point out, the king really had no choice.
But he could have done it in a more
consultative and open manner. Now that it
is done, itis up to Crown Prince Paras to
eam the trust and respect of his people.
He should know that the people are
walching his every siep.
G Thapa
Hong Kong

For the sake of Nepal's unity and national-
ism, the monarchy needs to have continu-
ity. With only two men left in the royal
family, there was no other option. But let
us use this opportunity to modernise and
reform the rules of succession so that
Paras’ daughter can be the next in line.
And next time let us do it with more
deliberation and grace.

Naresh Pradhan

Kathmandu

MAYDAY, MAYDAY

Binod Bhattarai's report (‘Mayday,

mayday’, #64) is right on the mark. What it

shows is that the private sector is ot the

super-efficient answer o everything that it

is made ot to be. The domestic airline

business has become a dog-eat-dog

situation. The reason is private greed and

the government's inabiliy to regulate.

Lama

Kathmandu

UNDER HIS HAT
Im afaid Kunda Diit has finally lost it
(‘Lights, camera, action’, #65). But who
can blame him, given the state of the
country and the world. There is a message
in his lunacy. Hang on to your hat!

Gwen Ridley

by email
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Bridge builders think national

«wnpA DI

1ty Karnali could as well have been

KUNDA DIXIT

2l
Development takes a great leap forward as
suspensmn bndges span nvers across Nepal
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impactstudy found that Molung
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Bridge Division
I Ministry of Local
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Local Scf Governance Act, two-thirds
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Now, Nepalitechniciansare

ISLAMABAD: There’s a new front in the “war against terror”. For days
now,vetbalai stikes on the medlia have been proliferating, US Defence
Sccretaty Donald Rumsfldpentabout hilfof ancws brifing duringa

recencvisi I tclevision
their “failure dhatwe re doing .
Bnnsh en Tony Blirwho ranks it il C
ofthe greatall-time handl ly criical of TV

pictures ofsuffring Afghans, and commentators who pointoutthat
bombing of Afghanistan has et to produce visble rsult.

By contrast, the verbal campaign has scored a significant victory. CNN
is now putting “health warnings” on s coverage. A report showing
pictures of dead Afghan civilians, o the catastrophic humanitarian situation
there, willlso have to mention that “Afghanistan harbours etrorists who
have praised the September 1 1th attacks in America that have kiled more
than 5000 people”.

Prisingan attocit isnow enough o justify waratlast or CNN's
management. Theiejournliss i he i arenthappy with i, b none
d publicly. Interesingly ony the American people are
deemcd worty,or perhaps inneedof the healthvarning. CNN's

herebu inental United States,
will otbe required to dd commment coverage of casualtcs

My own frequent employers, the BBC, arc horrified ac this, although

The info

by DANIEL LAK

war -

Lak is back in Pak holdmg a mirror to the medla.

more populr, | darsy.

spokesman said it was up to individual correspondents to add what context
thydomed o schicpars, Ot Amsianevors, who i

The P hiredaPR fi he medi {theworld.
particularlyin Musim ¢, That's throwis 1 afierbadin

manyvayssincesofowof thosecounishavea e mdis. ihclocal

lated o carlier pressure from the U

of Osama bin Laden, have drawn their line i m the mnd v.xll short onh.\:

itgetson. Iftheydon's it
cxitsonyon the BBC, CNN andthe Workd Wide Web. Butthe Pengon,

d, is the first casualty of war. Phillip Knightley,

NN hasagreed to. American newspapersh demned the mcrn o
news network, in part becausea list rarcly misscs an opp Truth, i ly sai
iy o rbbish collaguc i clevision forbing mch s depth.And chauthoraf ook called The Fi Caslyhos challenged Rumsteld

bt and e who e dhe i s A
clling forvarime cnsorship—incesany— o bevers, J\lsnﬁsd
yafull expl, fwhatis to be gained from the pres,
otherhan polical advantag orccted policians wortid hat (hey are
failing o gt their '

Winston Churcil, formany[h:grsares(wmlmcleaderufall not
only World War Two. Heis alleged to have
prevented mformanon from decoded messages geting to the peopleof the
English ity of Coventry that might have saved lives in German bombing
raids. The reason? Enemy spies would deduce from an evacuation that
their sectet codes had been cracked and endanger the future war
effort. “The truth,” he told his cabinet, “must be protected by a
bodyguard of lies.

Perhaps. Bucconsider also these words from a woman who lives  few
milesfrom whete the World Trade Centre used to ominate ower
Manbatan,“Asappalled, horifed and saddened by the vens (the

i NewYe Lam
morecnaged b th blatant manipulion of e pres. s painfl to
watch and hear..asitis to view the formally sp oyl
towers havesimply vanished.”

Me, I think the journalist must always try to comfort the afflicted
and afflct the comfortable—a cliche that came about long before
television and politicians (and now terrorists) began the devil dance
that blurs enteraainment, enlightenment and the peoples'legitimate
tight to know. I¢'s going to be a long war, and this fronc will be no
casir than theonein Afghanistan.

AIDS update

An alarming picture of AIDS is emerging in the country. A report
conducted by Dr Hari Krishna Baskota for UN-AIDS indicates that
on average 14 people are infected with HIV/AIDS everyday in
Nepal—that means more than 38,000 HIV/AIDS carriers by end of
this year. While intravenous drug users comprise nearly half the
population of HIV/AIDS carriers, commercial sex workers make up
about 17 percent. It's time the government acted. In a follow-up.
seminar to the Sixth International Congress on AIDS in the Asia and
the Pacific held in Australia last month, Health Minister Sharad Singh
Bhandari said the government would soon constitute a special
parliamentary committee on AIDS and develop a multi-pronged
approach to prevent the spread of the disease.

Missing Indian

The Indian Embassy in Kathmandu is seeking information about the
whereabouts of Pradip Bhattacharya, a 49-year-old Indian from
Kolkata. Bhattacharya was last seen trekking in the Manaslu region,
at Village Dharapani in Manang District on the morning of 15
October. The Embassy says that anyonw helping to trace
Bhattacharya will be suitably rewarded. Contact telephone
numbers are 413347, 423390.

May peace prevall Thal was lhe message a( lhe |naugural|on oi
the biggest stupa in South Asia in Lumbini last week. At 41.5 min
height and 59 m in diameter, the World Peace Stupa towers above
Nawagram and is part of the Lumbini Master Plan designed by
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beginningof Nepal's planned setlement evolved intoa vibrant caleused o gesuckin he gaps dertaken. The central ibilcy. And it shows. Instead J?nﬂn:zegw;dmstgmamsalmé\w:mamsl:) realise the dreams
devel i inthel ark 4 d e designwas guvcmmnm,lugahtrmthlmal fih dozen bridees th | their Lo bridecs, ectting them to realise that of Nichidatsu Fuji, a Japanese Buddhist ascetic.
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h A devel dg dtosway in the d brid the Dudhara the budget,they are hesi qmdemanepm’ Progamme Motorcyclists better
ment.In 1964, th i impl ind, and they are now rcinforced and Chadanivilageshateacrossche | comstru 165 bridges. Even old . PsaidNeersj | ) hold their breath
established th Bridge uspension bridge can bring, Every ith side wi hmore care Mahakali, with ¢ the nation. ded, with steel Shah, Pr D. And urmmn, thesocial el Studies that = .ﬁ‘\-
Division (SBD) under the Ministry of | year the SBD 100 | istaken I d Th bethe L his dunl b devel i hard drivers of two- i g - 1
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later Helvetas (che Swi ly take on ab getwashed offin flash floods. pedestrian bridge built by Nepali The Tocal hi bility among. lised ch y cannoth passengers are the !'F
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support. Later on, the US and the desperacl aspectof Nepals bridge-buildi all Nl venure, The Sis bling blocks. “Local Theonlyway then come cyclists

and pedestrians.
WHO studies say
Valley residents
spend Rs 30-50 million annually treating pneumonia, bronchitis, dry
cough and cold, and red eyes, all caused by minuscule dust
particles in the air, especially in the dry, dusty winters. Air pollution
tests indicate that traffic heavy areas like Putali Sadak, Chabalhil,
Patan, and Paknajol have a high concentration of suspended
particles—five times above WHO-recommended 70 micrograms per
cubic metre. Tests at Putali Sadak showed 210-375 microgram per
cubic metre, Patan 300-350 microgram per cubic metre, and
Chahabil 280 microgram per cubic metre. While health experts say
masks can, to a certain extent, prevent dust particles from entering
the body, the best way to deal with the menace is by reducing
traffic and closing off congested junctions every once in a while.
Presently, a record 171,678 vehicles ply Kathmandu's roads
everyday—30,000 more than the city’s road infrastructure is
designed to hold. Over 110,000 of these are motorcycles.

Agitated teachers

There's another potential upheaval in store for Nepal's long-
suffering education sector. Nearly 150,000 public school teachers
are threatening to take to the streets soon. The teachers, organised
under the Nepal National Teachers Association (NNTA) and the
Nepal Teachers' Organisation (NTO), are unhappy with the seventh
amendment to the Education Act approved by the House of

Kahmandu 3, Nepel
2%,

ot Lanz

Sponsored by:
A

Tloon & Furnisking

Emporium

Panipokhari,

Fax; 9771428122

amonth ago, especially the clause that requires

them to sit for exams to acquire licences within five years of
fth . Failing to d

losing their jobs. The teachers plan to publish appeals, hold
dialogues with parliamentarians and educationists, and wear black
bands to work. If the government fails to respond positively, they
will organise rallies and sit-in protests at district education offices
starting 21 December. The NNTA and the NTO allege that the
government is trying to evade its responsibility of providing
education, and is encouraging the commercialisation of education.
Butthat's as far as their like-mindedness goes. The Nepali Con-
gress-supported NTO and UML-supported NNTA plan to protest
separately.
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Climb every mountain, but slowly

There are three rules to avoid mountain sickness. And commercial
expeditions on the world’s highest peaks may need more.

RAMYATA LIMBU

B astweek, for the first iime,
medical experts from around
the world descended upon

the Valley to discuss various
aspects of mountain sickness and

topicisimmenscly relevant,” says
Dr Buddha Basnyat, Medical
Director of the Himalayan
Rescue Association (HRA) and
newly appointed vice president of
MedCom, the medical commis-

4,300 m, were susceptible to Acure

severely impairs breathing,

Mountin Sickness (AMS)— “Women scem to be very
headaches, gustointestinal roubles, | suscepible”ays Dr Bsnya.
insomni of he

“Thesymproms of mountain
sicknessare basically caused by lack
of oxygen—the medical termis
hypoxia—asa resultof the decrease

in pressure. Dr
Basnyat's study indicated that 32

highaalitude medicine. sion of the UIAA.
“The Nepal Mountaincering “Contary o populr e
the Interna- Ncpa_hsrr Khing arhigh 1
tional Sy Mountin
me vmmm ick thei

Medici

the Union Internationale Des
Asociations D Alpinisme (UIAA),
and the Society of Incernal Medi-
cineof Nepal (SIMON).
“Itisimportant o cnhance the
interestin and understanding of

WA ? saysDr
Basnyat. “This is notjusta bideshi
affction, buca swadeshione too.”
Amnicpidemiobgicdsudyof
Nepalipil

percent of the pilgrims had High
Altitude Cerebral Edema

(HACE), a more malignant form
of AMS in which fluid collection
in the brain leads t0a dangerous
lack of muscular

population we studicd were men,
and yec women had significandy

higher rates of AMS, HAPE and

HACE”

Across-scctional study of non-
Sherpa porters, oneat 4,300 m-
high Pherichein Khumbu, anda
controlled study lower down at
1,500 m, concluded thatapproxi-
mately one-thied of the porters

suffered from AMS, and two

percent had life-threatening HACE.
“Trekkers to the Himalayas need to
remain alert aboutsafty precau-
tions for their porters,who usually
aren’tinsured, so that both trekkers
and the portersare secure n the
mountins,”says Dr Basnyat.

Discussionsat the symposium
ranged from high ltitude physiol-
ogy, Himalayan high licude plants
in medicine, the impact of high

Guided Commercial Expeditions.
With moreand more experienced
and not-so-experienced climbers
joining commercial expediions
thatadvertise guided dlimbs up
7,000 mand 8,000 m p:zks, the
tisk has become greater for lients
aswell s guides. Recent studies
indicate that of the 4,664
individual ascents of 8,000 m
peaks before January 2000, there

alitude tourism on local have been 591 deaths—close to
populrons the fctsofalinde | onedexth for vy sven cens
iningon Andiciatonly ho
biochemical [hcalth, i 10
and the practcal aspects of percent successfate the risk of
acclimatisation t highalttude. | death on 8,000 m peaksis 1in 79
Professor Dr Franz Betghold | climbers.In the US, wherethe

from the Austrian Socicty for
Mountin and Alitude Medicine
reiterated that the most reliable key
o success s o follow the tactical
rules ofalttude climbing, especially
above 2,000 metres.“Severe AMS,
HAPE and HACE are not atall
fatal, but they arcalways the resule
of distegard ofthe rules of acclima-
disation,” said Berghold, whois
associated with the University of
Salzburg, Austria,and Insicute for
Sports Sciences, Dr Berghold set
out the thrce major rules of thumb
toavoid mountain sickness: don't
go1t0o fast 00 high, avoid
overexcring yourselfduring

e e el

highest mountain is Denali (6,195
m), therisk of death while
climbingis 1in 6,000,

“The current UIAA guidelines
Tackstrict deinitions of exactly
what the duties of commercal
expeditions, guides and the ke
arc. They may be insufficient for
the uniquesituation at extreme
alitude, when mountaincers,
particulary those climbing above
8,000 m, may reach the limitof
their mentaland physical
capabilitcs, and so may notbe:
capable o asisting others,” says
Dr Litch. He suggests aspecific
UIAA Code o Pracicefor

000

lower than the maximum aldtude
youclimbin the day.
DrJames AL luh,ﬂmtd\ml

commercial exp
m peaks, the majority of which
fallin Nepal and Pakistan.

“Theresadifferencein terms of

docor Evers
Jeurgedhe

by idesand clients, but

UIAA to review its Recommended
Code of Practices for High Altitude

notin the terms of physiology,”
says Litch.

Basnyat conducted with fellow
rescarchers showed that 68 percent
of pilgrimstravellingto
Gosainkunda, a sac lake at

mountain medicine, speciallyin
pa

Another acure, if relaively rare,
form of AMS is High Altitude
Pulmonary Edema or HAPE, fluid
collection in the lungs thac

T JIT BT
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by PUSKAR BHUSAL !-

Democracy in a time of individualism - -

ancsh Man Singh used rorecall

how the Nepali Congresshad

envisioned the panchayat
ysemasanon-pany suctue for

One reason political analysis goes awfully wrong during these transparent times is that pundits have
to take into account who is not in the minority in the majority party at any given moment.

Bahadur Thapa’ Translation: “Ihad to geton ! I thefementofparypoiics.
theargumentwent, \wsmonmrm 1983, Expm:drhetx[emohheg)oup board as many people as I possibly h i implytendto  universality, Koirala's call
susain party div ya 1d ywobl ”lose their  releance. Publiinterest  specialweight Ram(_handr.\Poudcl largly
ionsatthelower iety. The  Panchayat Moscofhe Oneesson why polcicalanalysis goes in feuding poliicians army by his
mal:x(emof(l\cl(zng;esu shockac minisrsabidedby he e awfullywrong during these ranspar- hh hasbecomesointense  conspicwouswhenyourecillthatthe  own party collagues, oo, seems obe
recaria’ the enttimesis that pundits have to ke dacd Imostsucceededin I dded o culivating the high
schemeinnational poliicscan govemmencovoeagins Thapa. A inoaccounwho'snotinihe i ysemin
measured. inedaboard ot y party atany almusu]lnfduudur 1 awave ofstud Herecentl the dangers
Thefguenionofpucss | minseunhevey biernd O genmamensvhich sy i di ngother lipary d dfromd
howereespected by | asistanc aitsounds, hings, Sducation Plan, Maoists perched nthe igh-altude
thicsoftheday to uphold the ha\:donemu(ﬁmmedmnvnm ThLN(pdllbungL\u by whic dash dthepoliial
fundumenl oyl agins Th hhhth\mmmoqu’m he eaiies of Nepal's Jiferatingin the capitals expand-
hodin theal ! hrougha Congres laders carth,airand wate ingeoncrc jungle Fowcanacause
ation to beso disorganised. Since  shad the bunctious ck tktﬁhih k Tobesut, Koialal Poudel of el her group,
helmi ofecruis ofMPswhohave dwhenit hich may be hi di
wthenaworderhad 1 d mnmmpnmr) pnhm (omas(o(hmkmga]nud Whenhe — age Iisquielondyout hreinche
(’mmrheﬁ)rmedydomlnanNepa]l poltics which was eferred toas aset their fFrnultiparty wh
the deomod  indvialy Gira Prasad democracyasavicrory forchepanchas  have to fend offendless accusa-
Paushl 2017 pursch,theysimply — having ousehe miligned ke overdhei M hhktk ﬁ Koirdaspokeof  aswell the audience in Tundikhellost ~ tions of itcing on the fence.

shorter,

'rhwmdmdmmpamcmw
cvident during the graduate-

seven yearslar. In the end, thethree-

way Thapa-Lokendra Bahadur Chand-

constituency elections to the pre-adult Marich Man Singh Shrestha internal
franchml{as(rm Panchayat. splccid as much to hasten the
wrconyallowed ojoin— demolionofthe arylscdi
ddh did i hordeson the

age, occupation or sex, most promis-

capialssteet,

placforms of politcal philosophics

Sher Bahadur Deuba began voicing
st boiomd ;

Neplsfsexperiecevic -

hiscabinetthe day after e sworein

inst Surya

aflation. T'he pary's
chicfwhip knows hatno
amountoflashing would
work to restrain MPs

who know they can't h

mm Y

sysemmore
responsive o Nepal's

Ak Rk
* h h Considaing

notimein heckling him. It took seven
years,afcr Chand and Thapa reumed
othe prime miniscers officein
succession, for Koirala tofnally have
feleproudlyvindicared. Koirala's cim
thatthe zonal commisionersof the

! ot

However, the real merit of
Poudel’s method lies in his
(perhaps unintended) undercak-
ing to amalgamate the cultures of
partyless and muldiparey poliics
ina el spiric of generarional
Since the panchas

borrowed much more than their

tive toolswhose continuation could

axpecttosandfor hatitcame from
rewlecion unless the chicfofaparty
s [y

polity from the Kangresis,

perhaps i’s only fair that the

in the council
st bk
Motions

vithinthe tk
rulingparey

KRE oo
AX o

refusal to

lad Kangresis should be practising
Inthe anm]s ufpm( 1990 the brand of policical individual-
pol ism the p
blending of personal assrtivenesswith  preach. [

north-east of Ilam.

fanfare and jubilation.

days forthe water torecede.

was music to most ears.

“A gadibefore Dasain” was the slogan in
Jamuna and it happened with two days to
spare. It proved to many here that where there
is commitment, there is a way. The going was
not smooth, especially on a road designed
and built entirely by the villagers. The Land
Rovers needed a bit of human power to get
over the rough bits. The fast-flowing Mai Khola
was still swollen with water because of recent
rains, and the road builders had waited two

On the 24" they decided to take on the river, within half a day, there
was a temporary log bridge in place. By early afternoon the vehicles were
on their way, negofiating sharp bends up the spur on which the village
rests. Villagers clung to every inch of space in the cars, dismounting to
get around the quick twists that local engineering had not been able to
get right. A loudspeaker mounted on the hood of the first vehicle
croaked continuously—tinny music that was supposed to be festive. But
0 one was really that bothered, it was the sound of rewving engines that

Jamuna gets a road

If you ask Nepalis what they want most desperately in their village,
more often than not, the answer will be: a road. In the more remote
parts of Nepal, many have waited their entire lives for the road to get
to their village. But in some places, they don't wait for the govern-
ment: they build the road themselves. This is what happened in the

Itisn't long, just 5 km. But that s al it took to join Jamuna with the
road to the district headquarters, and what a world of difference itis

going to make. It took the local people over six months to complete the
task, and on 24 October two Land Rovers arrived here amidst much

As a visitor, | was co-opted to be the official photographer of the
ceremony. My grandfather, 90-year-old Devi Prasad Bhattarai, was
cutting ribbons, The bazaar folk had readied two ceremonial copper
‘ghadas to mark the arrival of the cars and had strung marigold garlands
on everyone that deserved one—including the Land Rovers.

It took some time for the moment to come because one road gang
had marched ahead to level the road beyond the bazaar to take the

a

by BINOD BHATTARAI

vehicles to the high school from where it would be visible to large parts of
the village. Local donors, drivers of the vehicles, village elders all had
marigold garlands on their necks and vermilion all over their faces. It was

a celebration of victory over the difficult mountain terrain and the triumph
of self-help. | was born and raised in Jamuna and was visiting after a gap
of about six years. The time that had elapsed since my last visit had
effectively made me an outsider, and | was initially unable to soak up the
joys of the road getting there. My admiration of my compatriots grew only
when | heard the full story.

‘This was the second road the villagers had built in the past three
years. The first one, of almost the same distance, connected it with the
Indian border to the east. But soon after it was completed, a change in
customs rules made it difficult for vehicles with Indian license plates to
service the village. That was the end of the road, and all the money and
labour that Jamuna had put into it

“We realised we had to connect with the district headquarters,” Jit
Bahadur Sawa, VDC chairman told me. He began
the work with a Rs 75,000 grant from the Village
Development Committee, a promise by MP
Keshab Thapa to contribute Rs 25,000 and Rs
120,000 from two local contributors. The villagers
putin labour—some families up to 32 worker days.
A villager with road building experience in the
Indian hills was hired to be the surveyor, engineer
and contractor.

The road has injected new energy into
Jamuna, “We'll get back to road building again after Tihar,” Sawa said.
Surprisingly for a poliician, Sawa worked on the road-gangs alongside the
other labourers throughout the construction period. It will be a shame if
we don't fix the road and make it usable throughout the year,” he adds.
“Now we've an additional responsibility, thinking about how to build a
permanent bridge across the Mai." That may take some time because with
fess than Rs 500,000 to spend every year, itis clearly beyond the VDC's
budget. So what does Jamuna get from the road? Will the quiet litle
village be converted, like most other newly-connected settlements, into a
squalid and noisy town? Perhaps not. The people of llam are very

industrious, and this vilage of 6,000 people produces over 20 tons of
cardamom, 40 tons of ginger, over 15 tons of potatoes and several
hundred kilograms of tea leaves every year. They are sold mainly in India,
carried on horseback or by porters. Now there is the road. “We are about to
take a great leap forward,” Sawa tells me, as the Land Rovers give off a
mighty cloud of soot and heave up to the school grounds with blaring
homs. “This road will help make it happen.”

M AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE IN HARD €O

Nepali Times is now available on PEPC Worldvide
vending machines at major airports and hotel chains.
Receive 40 pages of the latest editions of Nepali
Times and selected material from Himal South Asia
and Himal Khabarpatrika in high-guality paper
printed while you watch commercial video content
onthe monitor. PriceUS$ 2.50, all major credit cards
accepted

Koxhi I.|p|m Wildlife Camp

fart Tened Camp

all kinds wl Tora
el 1 el

el by I
] Grladiin.

OURTARIFF For SPECIAL RATES g
Room uss IR wirs ‘;‘I’r;;'ff;akya s “Best Resort in the best location at Roval Bardia National Park”
Single 35.00 1600.00 . 2 i . 0 i i
Double 2000  1800.00 (Managing Director) l- _? ™™ : \S/emlr}rar hall with 65 Pax capacity
10% VAT & 2% T.S.F Mr. Hari Shyam Shrestha d : ‘ e 0\/‘(I‘/eerspe(:\alize in
(Manager-Sales & Marketing)
Meal e « Elephant Safari Bolphin Tour [ —— "
et D EREY - ’ +Jungle Walk «Vidiife Raftin ) '
Lo 900 2 R W offer sromofi . ~Bird Watching - Culure Dance oy
SO AL 2RSS E Fax: 977-1-413641, E-mail: acehotels@acehotels.com.np We offer promotional rate = b

Nepal Wildiife Resort: Thakurdwara-6, Royal Bardia National Park.
Kathmandu Office: Thamel, Kathmandu, Nepal G.P.0. 1044, Fax: 419237, Tel.: 258492 E-mail: nwr@mos.com.np, www.nepalwildlife.com.np
Japan Office: Tokyo to Sumida Ku 3-40-6 Kyoujima. Japan E-mail: tourist@syd.odn.ne.jp Tel/Fax: 03-52473585

A b e

Adik
nales

iz, Fa
S




8 NEPALI ECONOMY

9-15NOVEMBER 2001 NEPALI TIMES

ECONOMY

9- 15NOVEMBER 2001 NEPALI TIMES 9

Trade Treaty update

Nepal and India moved a step closer toward coming to an agreement on renewing the trade treaty before ff
expires on 5 December. At the centre of the dispute are five Nepali exports whose surge India says has hurtits
domestic producers. There's another issue that India want d—a safeguard to ensure
that it will ot be hurt when Nepal joins the World Trade Organisation (WTO). WTO rules say a member country
must extend to all members the same treatment, and though there are safeguards for concessions given to
least developed countries, India would fike to ensure that the treaty does not require it to grant facilities similar
to the provisions of the treaty to other LDCs. Stil, things appear to be progressing. Finally, in the last round (3-
4 November) officials took the advice of lobbies in both countries and began talking about value addition as a
way to deal with the problem of surge, an indication that a resolution s imminent. Indian offcials are said to
have suggested different models for calculating value addition and Nepal has its own ideas on how that should
be done. Finalising a formula acceptable to both sides, fixing value added percentages and ironing out the

ECONOMIC SENS] by ARTHA BEED

That sinking feeling :

e
o i

Every treaty time, we learn anew the importance
of timely tete-a-tetes, and firm mano a manos.

other explanation i there for sucha

implications of this on industry and trade may take some more meetings.

More Belgians

The global impact of

rorist attacks in N

ind Washington are

g e
Arivals for the firt ten months of the year fell by roughly 14 percent. Indian arrivals fell by about 29 percent
and third country tourists by about eight percent. The October arrivals, which directly reflect travel plans after
the terrorist strikes in the United States and the war in Afghanistan, were 34 percent lower compared with the
same period last year—Indian tourists were down by 50 percent and third country visitors by 30 percent. The
only nationality that saw an upturn were Belgians, with 13 percent more arrivials. thana

The slowdown begins

We are now officially facing an economic slowdown. The Nepal Rastra Bank's

economic report for August-September records a drop in government spending,

including development expenditure, a slump in resource mobilisation, and an -
upswing in inflation. Overall government spending grew by just 9.7 percent to Rs

6.25 billion, compared with 26 percent growth in the same period last year. The

unusual spending slowdown in the early months of the fiscal year is because of

delays in disbursement, which was slower this year because of the extra time it took

in getting the budget approved by parliament. However, a worrying trend is that

over 58 percent of the allocation was spent on recurrent expenses and only 12 .

percent on development projects. Regular spending dropped by 4.3 percent while

the drop in spending on development was 11 percent.

“Special Editions” for Tihar

S&Y Wills g, a Chennai, India-based Pubiic Limited

Editions garments are “fve-star stuff without a five-star price tag."

New NEPSE listings

The Nepal Stock Exchange (NEPSE) has lsted two joint ventures: Nepal Alpic (CHK SPL) Everest Finance
Limited, and the Bangladesh Finance and Leasing Limited. Alpic applied for 200,000 of its shares to be
listed, and Bangladesh Finance has 300,000 shares for trading at the exchange.

ompany has added two new oulets to market its
upmarket shirts and trousers, sold with the “Special Editions” label. The new outlets are Shrestha Tailoring
Centre, Bag Bazar and Chabahil, and the Kasthamandap Bazaar, Kamaladi. The company says its Special
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A But, this Becd and others of
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oftheworldtoagree o alk,and then
agreein alks o alk agin.

Afteche fourth round of alks
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‘proges. Fairenough,bucwhereon

ing t0 reflect on to

hueand ey abouta ‘surge’ in Nepali
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Weekly Intemet Poll #7

Should Royal Nepal Aitlines be privatised?

There is no other way to save RNAC than to hand it over to private
entrepreneurs. A virtually resourceless state can not rescue a bankrupt and
mismanaged state corporation. The corporation should find its bread and
butter from it's own revenue. Once it goes to private hands, the state coffers
will stop bleeding and the CIAA, Parliament, the Courts, the Press, and
even the general public can use their fime and resources for other
constructive business. Time is running out, we may not get quality investors
if we delay the process for long,
Tanka Khanal

RNAC is marred by inefficiency, mismanagement and frequent scandals, it
needs a complete overhaul. The government has proved to be incapable
of running any sort of business, including civil aviation. RNAC must be
privatised, but it must go to a party that can run the airline efficiently and
profitably for the greater interest of the nation

Atma Shrestha

No privatisation. Already there is a huge gap between the rich and the
poor. Let's not widen this gap by privatising
Pukar Bista
The way the government s sucking RNAC dry, it is better to keep the airline
out of the government's reach.
Deependra P Acharya, UK
Privatisation may not be the best solution to the problem. Nepal is not yet
ready for full-blown privatisation. Due care must be taken in protecting the
domestic sector so that ordinary Nepalis will still be able to fly.
Batu Krishna Sapkota
Before privatising think of what happened to other companies that were
privatised
Deepak KC
Political interference has ruined RNAC, but everyone blames the: Staﬁ‘ So
let the government hand it over to the public.
A loyal RNAC stafer for 25 years

RNAC should be 51% owned by the government, the rest should be
allowed to pubc
Iswar Atreya

RNAC should be privatised so itis no longer a cash cow for polficians for
funding elections and employing cadre

Purshottam Rai
Itis a disgrace to call RNAC a national flag carrer. It s an embarrassment
for the country. The atitude of the staf is appaling, rude to say the least,
and the on-time record is very poor. As a passenger, you just can' plan
around an RNAC fliht. Flight cancelations are rampant and wors_ of al, it
il boasts of one of the highest number of employees per aircraft in the

world. Instead of privatising it, it may be cheaper to just close it down.
And let other private airlines come in.
Former RNAC passenger
Privatise. Take it away from the poliicians. Let Singapore Airines run it
MG Gorkhaly
Anyone who has worked in the remote districts of Nepal knows the
importance and service provided by RNAC. Life without RNAC is
unimaginable there. Tell me how a private aifine can take you to
Taplejung for just Rs 500, RNAC connects poor and remote areas. What
will happen to them if you privatise the airiine?
/An RNAC aircraft engineer
Give it to business entrepreneurs, and not politicians, to run.
Varat Pokhrel
All good citizens of Nepal should join together to voice loud and clear
our determination to rescue RNAC.
JN Rai, Brunei
We've seen how other governments are pouring extra cash to save their
respective flag carriers following the attacks in the USA. In RNAC's case
the goverment just keeps taking money from the airine.
S Bhattarai
Knowing the way business is done in Nepal, it really makes no difference
whether airlines operate under the government o the private sector. Both
are cormupt
Sabina Neupane

Privatise. And save RNAC from corruption and destruction. Disgusting
and rude flight crew, unreliable service, how long will we let RNAC
embarrass Nepal?
Payal Rai
Good question. But you think corrupt politicians wil allow privatisation to
happen? They won't privatise unless they get a good dakshina
Dharma Gurung
Immediately, urgently and instantly
Navaraj Dhakal
Why stop with RNAC? Privatise the whole country.
Chandra Prasad Mishra, Korea
It should be privatised at least to control the corruption so that RNAC can
be an airline with an image like other Asian airlines.
od Dawad, Japan
Yes. Government is too busy being corrupt to improve the airline.
SBGurung
Yeah, privatise it. But who is going to buy a bankrupt airiine? And why
should the government privatise its milking cow? Just ask Girjal
Samir Tamang

No privatisation. The government shouldn't blindly privatise RNAC.
Budhamagar
Privatise RNAC and turn it into the Bansbari Leather Factory? Hand over
RNAC to Indians?
RNAC staff
No, no no no.
RSRana
Look at the scandals: Dhamija, China Southwest, Lauda, Chase Air. And
then ten years ago, RNAC sold two perfectly good 727s for scrap.
Kapil Rimal
Royal Nepal Airlines is destroying Nepal's image. Privatise it immedi-
ately.
Prakash Sanjel
Privatisation is good, but private companies in Nepal do not have the
expertise to run an international airline. It will be another mess. There
may be hope for privatisation if the process of privatisation went honestly
without any nepoltism. But there is no chance of that, is there?
Rejeeb L Satyal
RNAC, like everything else the government runs (Sajha, Trolley Bus,
Banijya Bank) are all bankrupt. They should all be privatised.
HR Shrestha
There are pros and cons. If RNAC goes into the hands of those private
companies with vested interest to make hefty profits, then what is the
point of privatisation?
Sujt Shakya
RNAC staff are not even getting their salary. Privatise it
Rajesh Adhikari
If RNAC disappears from the sky nobody will shed any tears
Kumar Adhikari
The privatisation unit in the Ministry of Finance is not moving. There is
o politcal will o privatise RNAC
‘Shyam Subba, Khotang
Yes. Not only RNAC, everything must be privatised.
Dev Gurung, Hong Kong
Privatisation is the only solution...but Nepal is not yet ready for full-blown
privatisation. Due care must be taken in protecting the domestic sector so
that ordinary Nepalis can stil afford to fiy. The selection of bidders or a
parent company should be done in a transparent manner. International
airlines like KLM, SAS or Air France should be approached individually
Leave out Asian carriers with the exception of Cathy Pacific, Singapore
Aifines and JAL. Many others are doing okay but do not have enough
experience of managing a subsidiary company. Politicians must not
interfere with this process
Ramesh Shrestha

than most Englishmen. Massood
as been the Holiday Inn Crowne
Plaza regional dircctor for South
Asia, has visited Nepal several
times, and is happy to help promore
Nepal. He has even offered to rent

I (and back)

office space to Royal Nepal Airlincs
in the Crowne Plaza (easier to find,
beter cxposureand suppor),as the
airline’sleasc at the cubby hole
(monthly rental abou $1,300)
expires nextyear.

Royal Nepal hosted adinner
recentyforlocal mediaar Nepali
Kitchen, theone Nepai esaurantin
Shangha,run by Kanchha Ghalefrom
Manang, Althoughitscatsonly about
40 persons, iisverycosy, asteully
decorated by an Ialian ncrior
designer. The oc
publicsctheairinc'ssummer
promotion frefor Kathmandufor
only $400 recum, Ghale, whoused to
workin Taiwan, s well-connected
with both Taiwancseand Japancse
expatriates who patronise the
restaurant, and |

sionwas to

hasoffered to runaNepalifood
promorionincoopertonvith Royl

Shanghai may makeiasadventure
ourists,for rekking, afing orsafar.
Buewhatof the Chincse themselves?
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™ omikethe | Jipart palissome Japancse | Fulbari Resort,and thatthey would
hi tourists ’Jnex nu\mda( bably al: th
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bankingon thel ht for theshopping and Business Support. Hiswife
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Royal Nepal Ailinesis not lsted
anywhere n any travel magazine or
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European school in Shanghai, and
both are well-connected in the
expatriae community.
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is Mahmood Massood, oncof those
suave UK-cducated Pachans from
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And they're off...

ALL PICS AND MAPS COURTESY: HIMALAYAN MOUNTAIN BIKES

Mountain biking is the sport du jour in Kathmandu.
And we are about to be hit by its biggest event.

Internarioral.

With llthisahead, it s ot
surpisingwe seeall hes bikersout
trainingin the morningsand
cveningsthesedays, Ranjan
Rajbhandary issaid o bein Tibee
preparingfor therace, Pecer Stewar,
the ace directorthinks the Nepali
riders havea firchance. “Given that
thingsare tough aitis, what with
cquipmentbeingsoxpensive,
Nepaliriders who ke the sporc
seriously haveitin them o dovwell
“Theironly disadvantageis thatthey
don'thave up-to-date cquipment,”

says Stewart.

‘Antu Charan Shresthaisa
young businesyman and an amateur
ider, Herecently discovered the
joysof pedalling uphilland
speeding down muddy racks,and is
hooked. Themonsoon season for
him s ccspion. Thiwsmy

firseseason of mountain bikingand
Hovedit” hesays, ughingat how

was covercd with lecchesand

‘mud when heand a friend biked
sesesccccccscesseccecccetsasaccccccccccssansoveses fumKiknioBubuilana
18, and 24 Novembx m,g)“bt]m llandwill beattended b open, women's , ins. He plans to d
hat extraboost Nepal's faggin number ofhigh-rank juniors (under 16),and e nter- everyhinghecn o kecp ridingand
wurismindusnynmds. officials, ambmdors,pmnumn( hool
“The aces will be ilmed by ﬁgum from the Neplispring like Ranjan Rajbhandary, whommc ingin Lthzc:Sﬂ'Ks,“Som:fnmds
“TransWorld International, one of the naturally, smnndml:s(ym the of mineand I
worldslkading producersof port anda]sonlz.chcvdopnkm ilalsoh part even ifwewill b
d i i Commi L icpans i ichertand | with profesional riders” he sys
ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY hitheatrethatische Himal prckages il be diebured Sk and Kakani,wherech Bt Muller o A
‘ow thatautumn is finally “Anumber of Nepali youth i ision channdl i Cen he  acliss. Theopnand mastrsace ‘And heisn’cche only one.
hm,andtheclwblueskncs jonesing for the distinctive adrenali ks suchas ESPN and Nacional lebrities will hh dis 35 km over Therei chusi fally
it, | rushofbiking, i Geograpl h streets of Thamel in d d ﬁv:hps’mcwnmmgomkm while | amongyoungmen, forjoling
sporty ypes, expecilly foraste ofadventure, have ensured dience of 4 million. “Thiscould be liceband, while 12km. Winners around and evn ilingofbikes,
itis time to ha b h d publi meﬁuwnﬁedcdmhd{m some 1,000 histles and tick ill take home | P dwith ke thi
ofupsand | imagination. Anditall head  tourism,” says speswill be handed onlookers. | trophies, and certifi d oth toadd doe, itwill
dovs Mounmnb).kmgwh)chhzs thisseason, with several biking cvents CEOoflheNcpalTnummBmld T datth ieslike round trip air tickets to i mzfewycarsN:pal
pope bei ised, o itngand | oneof heevent Himalayan M Bikeofficein | Europe. Inaddition, the organisers | doesnot haveatleasta couple of
g herch Jargetofwhich s th Siemens Act Thamel Jouralsh have also decided o give vy ld lassbikers. Tt dl
‘years, is the sport of the season, and Asia Himalayan Mountain BikeRace  Tridevi Mz d th Organis ing prizes look h ) ride out to, so go! And if
oncofthe biggest cyclingevens is Series 2001. This threc-day .| Thamelh how ofthissize |~ 200 cyclists, Nepalisand forci ‘mountain bikes worth $650 cach | you nced some nspiration, just get
about to begin in the splendid. beheld d the Valley on 10, forqui ime. T i i i from the world famous brand Fuji outand watch the races.

The second race on 18 November will commence from the Club

1 950m, the road descends across aianusnc Himalayan backdrop

and typice that will make every
ble. The rnnd is neany alljeep lrack. \mlh 'some rough and
willreg ious riding. Pros
i hallenging, with a progres-
swedropo!51.5mmvsmmawnumllaxmemnofme
race. Al participants will complete the entire length while the
disabled will race from the starting point to the Nagarkot Tower.

ON STANDS NOW

National Championship
for disabled athletes

This will be the first international sporting event in Nepal
where the disabled will also have the chance to prove
themselves. Some 30 disabled people will be participating
in wheelchairs in all three races. The race courses have
been adjusted to accommodate the participants, but be
certain, it will a challenging task. Says Rakunuz Zaman,
program manager of Handicap International Nepal, and
one of the members of the race committee, “This will give
an opportunity to the disabled to prove that they are normal,
and ensure they are recognised by society.” There is even
talk of recognising this event as a national championship
for the disabled.




nlike most ofis headline-
U grabbing predecessors, the

SirCam virus chac hit us in
July was not a transient chreat.
Almost four months afeer it was
firstsported, the virus and
deadlicr variants are seill
pouring into e-mail inboxes.
Mostviruses peak and then
rapidly fade away two or three
days after their Internet debuts.
Butso far, SirCam has been
more ke a monsoon than a
squall. Lists by anciviral
companics that track virus
infections have SirCam topping
the all-time active threalists
by a huge margin. So, cicher
SirCamis one incredibly
pervasive and persuasive virus,
orits much-heralded predeces-
sors didn’t have a huge effect on
most c-mail users.

Rob Rosenberger of
VMyths, a virus hoas site,
argues that most “red alere”
viruses are really just tempests
ina teacup, dubbing them
“Hystericanes” that do litle
damage to few users and fade
fas. Impac statistics for the
best-known viruses scem to
confirm Rosenberger's theory.
Melissa, which spread across
networksin March 1999, only
reached fifth place on anciviral
company Sophos st that
month, with a mere 6 percent
of all repored infections.
“VBS/LoveLet,” better known
asthe Love Bug, came in firse
place when it debuted in May
2000, but claimed only 36
percent ofall reported infec-
tions. That record was barely
topped by AnnaK in February
2001, with 38.2 percent of all
reported infections. Variants of
allthre of these viruses
occasionally turn up, but the
originals sputtered out after
onlya few days of running wild.

SirCam’s infection ratcis
far greater than that of its
predecessors and, although
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infections seem to have slowed
somewhat last month, suddenly
in the last week, newand more
potent variants have surfaced.
And experts say it will continue
o spread until computer users
develop a healthy scepricism of
anyand all e-mail actachments,
0 matter who sent them, how
Iegitimate they look, or how
tempting the contents of those:
attachments promise to be.
“Viruses like LoveBugand
Kournikova all had the same
subjec line, body text, and
attachment name,” Shipp said.
“So they were casily spotted
andall turned out to be one-
day wonders,fading out within
48 hours of being identified.
Buc viruses like SirCam,
Magistrand Hybris change their
identity and all these viruses
have been very long-lived in
comparison to the one-day
wonders.”

Hybris, first spotted in
October 2000, was sill rated as
the third most active virus on
Sophos’ summer list, with 4.1
percent ofall epored infec-
tions. It ofcen cops  top spot
on virus threalists, but
infection ates have continued

The worm that

won’t die

“Sir Cam, | presume?”’ And
other ways of winning friends

and influencing people.

sometimes includes random fle
artachments from itsvictims with
theinfected e-mail; SrCam always
includesafile plucked from the
infected machine. And like
SirCam, Magistr hasits own c-mail
engine thatallows it o connect
direetly to amailserver. Bu
Magistr trshes infected comput-
crs, which has limited s ability o
spread widely. I¢s hard to transfer
avirus when the computer that
harboursiis unusable.

Dr Wise Young, recently
honoured by Time magazinc as
one of America’s best scientists,
said SirCam and Magistr have
many of the same features as
biological viruses and bacteria.
“Avirus cannor reproduce by
ieself. Tt must do so with host
cells because it contains licele or
no machinery for protein
synthesis,” Young said. “In
contrast, a bacterium is a
unicellular organism that
contains its own machinery for
reproduction. A biological worm
such asa tapeworm or a liver

to dimini

Jast October. Hybris updates
itselfby downloading litcle
picces of code that allow it to
perform new, malicious actions.
Butso far, the text of an
infected c-mail always refers to
Snow Whiteand the Seven

for computer uscrs o identify
than Magistr.

Magistr has appearcd in the
top five of most antivirus
companies' lists since it was
firstspotted in March, and has
maintained a steady rate of
infection. SirCam is similar to
Magistr. Both create the
subject, body and attachment
text of their infectious c-mail
attachments from files on an
infected computer. Magistr

fluke isa mulicellular organism
that not only contains s own
machinery for reproduction but
has many multiple cels that
perform specialised functions.”
Computer viruses are
malicious programs that spread
only chrough physical actions
such as clicking on an c-mail
attachmen or sharing an
infected diskette. In this respect,
they are similar to biological
viruses. A computer worm—
malicious code that can auto-
matically replicate itselfover
networks—is biologically similar
to bacteria, which is capable of
reproducing without any outside
help. Technically, both Magistr
and SirCam are worms as well as
viruses. Both require an action—
clicking on an infected attach-

ment—to be activated, but once
activated they are capable of
replicating themsclves.

“SirCam packs a double
punch with its viral abilcy o
appeal to humans’“curiosiy’ cell,
and its bacteria-like ability to
sclf-replicate,” Young, the head of
high-tech WM Keck Center for

S borud wid,

‘Thevirus-laden attachments
can be safely pried open by the
tech-savvy, so some SirCam
vietims have been wrned nto

“Sothere s a good chance that
SirCam may be with us for a long
time.” Inboxes flled with
messages asking for advice have
already become the norm for
those hit hardest by SirCam—
anyone whose c-mail address
appears on a websie. Each time
the user of an infected computer
boots up a program on that
machine, SirCam infectsa
randomly sclected document from
the My Documents folder and
attaches the document o an ¢-
mail. It then sends that e-mail to
randomly sclected names gathered
from an infected computer'se-
mail address book and Inernet
cache files, which contain copies
of recently visited websites.

flashing
cheir private parts to nosy nerds
around the world. Some people
who have been reading the
attachments speak almost fondly
of their new plague-idden
“friends,” saying they feelthey
have come to know them by
pecking into their private
documents. “Yes, I read all the
attachments,” said Terry Anders,
afreclance technical researcher.
“There’s Enrique, he's looking for
ajoband is getting desperate. |
Keep getting new ‘upgraded”
versions of his resume and cover
letters. Maria is in human
d ling hard to

temper, he sends sarcastic memos
0 his staff. And Thomas is an
accountant with a wicked porn
collection.”

Anders and others whoare
reading the attachments said they
firstattempred to alert the senders
of SirCam-infested c-mails that
chey had been infected. But the
alert c-mails often were returncd
with error messages indicating that
the infected user's eturn address
was incorrect. SirCam’s built-in c-
mail program can spoof addresses.
And so, when the e-mailed attach-
ments just kept coming, some
people sarted reading them,
“SirCam has been like a sleazy soap
opera for gecks, so Il be sorty to
sce it fade away,” Anders said. “Buc
i€sgor o suck foral the people
ly realise that their

keep a large corporation happy.
Gerald is an immigration lawyer
with a heavy cascload and a short

Imle secrets have been providing
mad amusement for techies around
the world.” 0 (Wired)

Are TV and newspapers really to blame for

all the spin, war-mongering and fear?

by MARK MORFORD
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Back in business

BELGRADE - Macedcma has ordered weapons wonh “mHIlons of
dollars” from the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY), marking, say
analysts, the revival of the country's military industry. The deal was
clinched in capital Belgrade in late October. “The important thing is, the
‘military industry is being revived,” military analyst Stipe Sikavica told
us. “Thirteen percent of all the expnns of the former Yugoslavia in me
1980s were from the military -

industry.” Since the Federal H | i
Directorate for Special Goods |
(SDPR), the FRY's military
trading company, was
reorganised in 1949, the =
country has exported military
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by GEORGE SOROS

The WTO could do with a
better-defined mandate and
less sweeping powers, but it

d

equipment

Customers were Third World
countries who bought the equipment when the former Yugoslavia
was a ‘respected” member of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). “We
combined (former) Soviet and East European weaponry with the
Western technology at our disposal and made sophisticated goods,”
said Jovan Cekovic, head of SDPR. “The crown was the M-84A tanks
made for Kuwait, and successfully used by the allied forces in the
1991 Gulf War,"” he added. The tanks raked in $500 million in exports.
Until 1990, Yugoslavia was a non-traditional Communist country that
had good relations with the former Soviet Union and the West. After
the bloody 1990s wars of disintegration of the former Yugoslavia, the
FRY was placed under sanctions, including an arms trade embargo
that was lifted after the 1996 Dayton Peace Accord ended the
Bosnian conflict. It was re-introduced in March 1998 to curb the
‘military adventures in Kosovo by the regime of Slobodan Milosevic.
After Milosevic was ousted last October , the UN Security Council
lifted the embargo last month. ()

GTZ gets active
FRANKFURT - The state-owned German Agency for Technical
Cooperation (GTZ) has acquired a crucial role in Germany's aid policy
following the recent decision by the German parliament to focus on
bilateral cooperation with 70 developing countries, rather than the 118
that Germany provided official aid to until recently. The objective, say
officials at GTZ's largest client, the Ministry of Economic Cooperation
and Development, is to increase the efficiency of aid and strengthen
regional cooperation. “This (new policy) enables us to respond
flexibly, and at short notice, within a setting that is changing at an
ever-quicker pace—a crucial factor, especially in the case of emer-
gency assistance measures,” says GTZ director-general Bernd
Eisenblaetter. The new policy will enable GTZ to respond directly to
tensions and conflicts and reconcile divergent interests. This is
becoming increasingly important as crisis prevention and conflict
cooperation
agenda. Other areas ul GTZ activity include helping implement the UN
Convenlmn to Combat Desertification in development cooperation for
natural resource management and desertification control in dry zones,
where 1.3 billion people live. GTZ also has a crucial role in bringing

p P
projects. An example of the so-called public-private partnerships
(PPPs)is aninnovative solid waste management system in Peru being
introduced in cooperation with a Frankfurt company. In Nepal, in
cooperation with the Sulzburg firm Primavera Life, GTZ is training
local specialists in organic farming. Germany's annual budget for
development cooperation is about $4 billion, just under 0.3 percent of
gross national income. The UN targetis 0.7 percent, (s)
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NEW DELHI - Recentdisclosures that
Pakistan’s nuclararsenalisnot safe,
comingamid unrestover thewarin
Afghanistan,and rumours hat the US
mightbe planning o neutralise” it,
oncemore highlght South Asi’s
nuclar dangers. The egion, which
crossed the nucearthreshold in May
1998, could beon thebrinkofa
confrontation unlss India-Pakisan
rivalryis defused and pro-Taliban
protestsabatein Pakistan. To
complicate matters, US Secretary of
Defence Donald Rumsfeld on 29
October refused o “rulcout” the
possbilty thatthe US could use
tactical nuclear weaponsagins bin
Laden’s uspected hide-outs.
‘Numerous recent developments,
including media repores, sugst chat
thedangerof Pakistan's uclear
weapons o materas llingintothe
handsofpro-Taliban andal-Qacca
clementsis very eal. The New York
Times, Guardian, the (Londor)
Times,andthe Washingron Posthave
allarried arides quoting US and
Britshinteligence ofcials on the
vulnerabilty of Pakistan's nuclear
weapons, The mostrevealingisastory
by Seymour Hersh n the 29 Ocrober
Neww Yorker, Thisisa credibleaccount
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nuclear arsenal. An official Pakistani
spokesman says the dangerof nuclear
weapons fllinginto unauthorised
handsis “unthinkable.” The Indian
government,othenviscextremdy
adversarial ovwards Pakistan, also says
Pakisun's uclearprogrammeisaf.
Defence Ministr George Fernandes
said lasweek: “Those concemned with
Pakistan's nuclear programmeare
responsible people.” Heaid hewas
certain that Pakistan would nocallow
anybody to ampervwith the devices
“Thisisaniresponsiblecomment,
notbased on ralFamilriy with
Pakistans nuclearweapons pro-
grammeor pracice. There has never
beenany carity among Indian officials
ontheeisues. (Some ad md

tical companies, Foreign inister Jaswant Singh offered a gift of a
$1 million worth of ciprofloxacin to the US to tide over shortages.
But both offers ran up against patents held on the drug by the
German pharmaceutical giant Bayer in the US, valid unti
December 2003. Ironically, the US took India to the WTO dispute:
settlement tribunal, and in 1999 compelled India to begin work on
legislation to introduce product patents and allow foreign patent
holders exclusive marketing rights unti then. India's policies until
this time fostered the growth of ts legendary, privately-owned
pharmaceutical industry and ensured that drug prices remained
under government control.

US lawmakers have been calling for lifting Bayer's patent
restrictions given the huge rise in purchases of the anidote there.
One way out now is the compulsory licensing route under the Trade
Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs), which enables WTO
members to allow cheap local manufacture in the public interest.
But compulsory licensing has long been resisted by transnational
drug corporations that demand higher levels of patent protection
than provided under TRIPs. The \ntemal\cna\ Federation of

cempulsary ||censmg, avgumg that it constricts mcennves for

mﬂmdmbumbumh}mv it
tested.) Fernandes’ remark is meant to
deflct quesions about the ety of

India'sown nucleararsenal (whichalso

nd slows the search for better drugs.
Mira Sh\va a! the Vn\unlary Health Association of India, says the
IFPMA is over-reacting, given the negligible share of developing
countries in the $400 billion global pharmaceutical market. Even
now, she says, the US is not interested in reforming the global
patent regime, only in solving ciprofloxacin shortages.

The vaccine was developed at Delhi's Jawaharalal Nehru
University, and Panacea Biotec, an Indian company, is committed
o mass producing it at a fraction of what existing vaccines cost.
Professor Rakesh Bhatnagar, who helped develop the new vaccine
using recombinant echnology, says i s far superio t exising

“supematant" vaccines produced in the US and i Britain, which
are expensive, have side-effects and need booster doses. Sameer

of the high vulnerability of Pakistan’s hasahigh potential for mishaps and
nudlear stockpile, and of how the US accidental or unauthorised use), and to
security establishment seesit. Hersh di‘ﬂix j);’;c;sabom rheuniqgf
says the US military hasa special decp- nudcardangerin South Asia India
penctration unit toeize, ke outor and Pakistan e disaster-and mishap-
il Just how safe are South Asia’s [ mmm@wm
“The commando groupissupposedly programmesare marked by applling
oo an ool NUClear arsenals? beseotuiy
262 know forcovercopeaions ther m!lmry infratrucrures hz\ca
including nuclear ild fall into the d. In Pakistan, two

Pakistan is believed to have wrunghmds Tl Pakis u‘:ny ifthereis ial unit d ientists of m Atomic
between dlearweapons. in llancein Pakistan, Emgy(‘ ionl

dia probably b i y gramme, ith Israeli forces. dand detai alleged
Bothstates lackrelabl d i Bu(]osq)hRBAden,chmlmanafme Tt B

d y p tively,ifth ate Foreign Relations Committee, | to beexpertson plutonium technol-
unauthorised access o the weapons, or I ogy. Med denied by

collapses, radical Isamicists

President George

a expert, says it is il that
the US has not yet developed safe recombinant technology
vaccines. “They probably have them stashed away because of their
strategic value in biological warfare situations,” he said. The new
vaccine, which is patented, will be cheap—no high royalties are to
be paid because of the government's low wages.

Amit Sen Gupta, an expert on pharmaceutical drugs with the
Delhi Science Forum, sees a lesson in this: “Itis finally dawning on
everyone that even developed countries need cheap drugs in
times nf crisis.” He added that the argument that compulsory

thiracidenluse IFPakisan'sier | sympahedctobin Ladenorhe W Bushisconsulingseniorleaders | 1Namabad,sa they have been handed
instth latand | Tali the nuclear np Jise Pakistan’s overto USinll i
hestreis desabilised, Isamabad’s | arsnal. US Jearcapabiliesif Mush i 0wy
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geopolitcsis lmpo»!b]:‘ru prtd\u No one can now foretell how long the
USwillcengagedn Usbekistan, orwhethee Amerca ill extend s each

byproductof cooperation with the US, Uzbek President sham Karimov has long

decperinto Central Asia. Much depends on how evolves in
Afghanistan, and if US military presence will make way foraU’N»

sponsored supervisory mission a in Kosovo.
e

y he region, the US may make
l Tficdocs, Uzbekis Id phay the same
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Martha Brill Olcott is Senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for
onal Pe: of .

Unfulfilled Promise.

incentives for R&D was specious, as much of it
happens in areas of lttle relevance for developing countries. “Take
the case of tuberculosis where no new drug has been developed for
30 years—though this may change with teh resurgence of B in
developed countries,” Sen Gupta said. A 1996 WHO report says of
the $56 billion spent worldwide on health-related R&D, only 0.2
percent s spent on pneumona, diarrhoeal diseases and TB, which
represent 18 percent of the global disease burden. Sen Gupta also
referred to “orphan drugs', medicines effective against diseases in
tropical and developing countries that cannot be manufactured
because they make no profits for transnational companies. (1Ps)

Keeping China trucking

BE
uncertainty gripping the Middle East and Central Asia, China faces
new fears about oil security and has accelerated plans to establish
a strategic oil reserve. For long-term oil security, China needs to
reduce dependence on the Middle East as an energy supplier and
on the US, whose military controls the tanker routes across the
Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. China imports about 30
percent of its oil consumption, two-thirds of this from the Middle
East. With economic growth steady at around 7 percent in the
foreseeable future, the country's need for oil could only rise—it is
expected to reach 390 million tonnes by 2020, with domestic
production at around 180 million tonnes. Last year, despite
soaring international prices, China imported 70 million tonnes of
oil, up from 36 million tonnes in 1999. Wang Zhongming, an
official from the State Economic and Trade Commission, recently
emphasised: “We must quicly form regulations in such fields as
Sino-foreign cooperation in land and offshore oil exploration, oil
and gas pipeline protection and the State oil stockpile to pave way
for the law,” Wang said. Experts say Beijing should take advantage
of depressed ol prices and triple its planned strategic oil stockpile
to 18 million tonnes. China is also looking anew at gas pipeline
projects that previously had more political than economic benefit.
Befing has announced plans to build a ‘west-east” pipeline linking
the natural gas fields in the Tarim basin in Xinjiang with Shang-
hai. The offcial rationale is that the project will bring employment
and jump-start China's poverty-stricken far west, long troubled by
separatist movements. But the pipeline faces daunting challenges.
It will cost $15 billion to build, 11 ministries will be involved in its
management, and the trunk line alone will raverse 12 provinces
and 50 cities. Experts see the pipeline as the first part of a much
larger grid linking gas fields in Central Asia and China with Japan.
Central Asian states such as Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan hold
some of the largest untapped gas resources in the world. Beijing is
discussing plans with the Kazakh government to build a pipeline
from gas fields on the Caspian Sea to Xinjiang and further east to
markets in Japan and South Korea. (ips)

already taken place, and we are now
preparing for the third round. The tragedy of
the situation is that although the third round of
dialogue is set to begin, there are very many
learned people who have no idea about what
it is being held for, who just refuse to listen to
it, or pretend they know nothing while, in fact,
they know everything. Do they really think that
after making these great sacrifices we will be
willing to join the present political system,
which is rotten to the core? Don't you think that
we are ready for a dialogue to find a way out of
the mess the country is currently in?

If we try a little and remember the situation
of the country to 23 July, we will definitely get
the answer. Haven't our great fighters
achieved one victory after another, from Dunai
to Holeri? Doesn't the “people’s government”,

i formed in almost all districts now, show that

the nation is ready for a change, that the

people have accepted us and support us fully? Isn't this proof of our success and our
achievements? So how can you imagine that a force which has been victorious on the
military and non-military fronts is surrendering when they come to the negotiating table? It is
stupidity to even think so. Doesn't this show our greatness, in fact, that as the reactionary
forces are moving from one disaster to another and we are moving from one victory to
another, we are still prepared to come to the negotiating table and speak with them?
Despite this, the reactionary government is not prepared to find a peaceful way out of this
problem and only harps on that it is not prepared to compromise on the present constitution
or the constitutional monarchy.

Keeping the aspirations of the people in mind, our party has agreed to an agenda that
meets its goals only halfway. We have put aside our main demands and are ready to meet
the other party. For now, we only want an interim government, a new constitution and a
republic. This is our minimum-points agenda at the moment. These are not communist
principles but are, in fact, pure capitalist ideas that we have put forward...

The above three points are indivisible and inter-related. Negating one makes the others
incomplete—it only takes common sense to figure this out. Anyone can understand that an
interim government leads to a new constitution, and a new constitution leads to a republic.
Anyone can figure that out. If we say an interim government only, it means staying within the
present system and constitution and this is not in our interests...

There are certain issues that we had put forward right in the beginning, but it seems that
many people simply did not get it, or analysed it incorrectly. First of all, we have agreed to
stop all military activities. We have in no way stopped our political activiies—we have
continued the process of forming people's governments, the collection of donations and
other economic and peaceful activities. No one has ever objected to these activities. If
people do not understand this, there is little we can do to help them. During this ceasefire,
we will be carrying out our regular activities—everything but our military campaign. We have
the right to do what we want and no one can tell us what to do.

I think it will be proper to talk about donations. A donation is something given voluntarily.
It is not collected forcefully, and that is not what we do. Revolutionaries collect donations in
a peaceful manner, while the enemies of the revolution collect taxes and fines forcefully
from the people. In fact, the enemies confiscate property forcefully at times, too. We also
have the right to collect economic wealth, that is a fundamental belief of any revolution. In
our efforts to collect donations, we have heard, some difficulties crept in, in the way we were
doing it. Our leader Prachanda has publicly apologised for that. This does not mean that we
have stopped collecting donations, for the time being or for all time. We are still collecting in
many areas. We are just requesting people to be cautious and make sure no one is
cheating them in our name...

E OF THE

Ql =

Ifyou consider the nature of the wrongs that Paras has committed, he should be put in jail, not
on the throne.

—Shyam Shrestha, editor of Mulyankan, in Jana Aastha Saptahik, 7 November.

o

The Maoists vs Deuba.
Onlooker: “Oh dear...”

Jana Bhawana, 5 November

has gor togecherall the smugglers
and made them ministers, at a cost
ofRs S0 million ey, n

presentsystem isa mult-party
consitutional monarchy. Soal
ork within this

the country.
Tewas estimated that the total
expenditure of the carlier cabinet
that had only 13 ministers would be
only Rs 25 million per year. This
estimate has been revised for this
h i

system have o work forthe benefi
F o Thi h
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el new drug problem c a er on sl ence Khojuahs 4 November | direclyaffcted by the situation of | come home for Dasain for thelasc
:;polm,an m.‘ l:‘) k NEW DECH - i Has olower d'ufn s offer (u‘sl}p;‘)ly‘c o anie ’ ~a-n | thecountry. Our pam' }m always three years, because the Maoists
ede e nl; P anthrax crugs to the Unted States with the announcement of an Babu Ram Bhattarai | | Recendy Prime Miniser Sher raised s » told Bal Bahadur chac his brother
i affordable and effciive vaccine against the deadly bacteria being Bahadur Deuba expanded his 13- fon and commerci should send i hisresignation once
intenstly thecniisin Jatasan. used in bio-terrorist attacks in America. Last month India cocked a X member cabinet to 41. This of education, and icis in this he reaches home.
Fak‘s‘?"‘?"d}"d‘ﬁ“a"fh_?_"”“ snook at the global patents system by offering the US 20 million Kantipur, 21 October expansion has placed 2 bisger context that you have to under- Thereis presently a truce
ly tablets of the drug of choice against anthrax, at a el burdomon the ey, He | standourstance. benween governmentand Maoist
Islamabad's poorly-safeguarded. fraction of going costs. Apart from this offer by private pharmaceu- .Till date two rounds of dialogue have Y We have to realise that the forces. Also, mostarmy and police

personnl have returned home for
Dasain. The Maoists are taking
advantage ofthisand pressuring the
famiesofpeoplin hearmy and

p theirmembers to

unlthe present system s ot
completely destroyed, we will ot
beable o completelylibert he
education sector. Th

vesign. Sources say thatthe Maoist

cadreare moving from house to

howsanddreeing e
ofarmyand p

and
75 million.

ourstudent wingis to establisha

“Ther enough flag-
bearing vehicles forall these
ministersand so the government
has hired seven vehiclesfor the
ministersofsate. The people
realise that the prime minister
formed this huge cabinetonly to
tighten his grip on power, and to

" i

increase the duration of his term as
prime minister. Peoplealso realise
that thisis not beneficial to the
nation andisa purely poliical
move. Immediately aftr the
formation of this huge cabineta
decteevas passedallowing the

udents wingofhe Moo had
said carlir that it would try and

he children of army and

power,

We demand that pivate police personnel to ask their
schoolsshouldbe handedoverto | parens o esig from thiejobs

" e | adtryand orit hese child
areinvolved in handing over private | into the Maoist cadre. Given this
hoolsolocal jties,and | situation, many peoplear
theywill lterbebroughtunder | threatening peopleaccording o
govemment conrol Educationis | thirwhimsand fncies
ibilty of the govern- The

ment,and it must never back out of
this duty. We want cducation that
will benefitsociety, ot schools that
are run with the intention of
turninga profic. Education must be
provided fice of costand work for
the well-being ofallsociety.

On theissue of giving schools
back to communities we have said
thatany person can starta
community fund and thena school,
but not to make money offi.
Anyone can work for the benefitof

visiting the familics of army and
police personnelin more than 35
distict, Their message s simple:
“Wewillsoon be forminga
governmen. Ifyou do notaskyour
Family members o esign from the
armyor the policeas soon as
possible, you may have to leave the
country forever.”

Poor,but proud

Kantipur, 3Noverber

society. Educarion must beasocial |t Khagendia Sangroula

service it must work or the enefi ShEwg?

ofsocity. This was the stand taken | [ heard thisa couple of months ago.
AnIndiant anted to

at

ly
tion of our students’ wing. ...

Quit, or else

pacetime, 20 October

toappoint 49
ministers. In addition, each minister
of cabinct rank could appoint seven
peopleand cach minister of state
and deputy minister could appoint
five people.

Recently Prince Paras and his
wife were made Crown Princeand
Crown Princess, The palace has
senta ltter to the government
requesting rhanheyb:gnenthsu
dueassetout by the civil list, The
palace hasasked for Rs 3.5 million
immediately, though in this fiscal

Ram Bahadur Biswokarma of
Dolakha districtisterrified and has
moved to Kathmandu. His son,
Bimal,i in the police force, and the
Maoiss had putalotof presurc on

sarcanewspaper in Nepal and he
was on the look outfora Nepali
whowould help him in this
endeavour, Hedid no find anyone
and Iwas quitc happy. I was happy
because | believed thatalthough
the Nepalis are poor, they havea
lot of self-respect and are national-
ists to the core. A few weeks ater,
heard that inally some Nepali was
willing to help the businessman. I

him, asking him to mal
resign from the service. Some 20 to
30 students affiliated with the
Maoist partyvisited Biswokarma's
housea couple of days ago toask
hisson to resign.
“Thestudents i

ed

feledist livwas
willingto help chis Indian, willing
to become his stooge. The Nepaliis
willing to tare chis English paper.
“This paperis going to be published
in Nepal, buits hearts not going
tobe on this side of the border.

year no money was sec aside for Biswokarma's house atnightand InIndia thereisan organisation
them. Thisyear's budget for the old him that the whole family related to this field. It s called the
civil listwas Rs 12 million. ... would facealot of problemsif AsiaPacific Media Association, APCA

Bi}:mi did:}:’: resign :{"mcﬁiﬂwly» forshort. APCAis now going o set

This has taken itstoll on al jtslfupin Nepal and startan English
Maoist education | ;... icmiinarcing | syt Hath
Janadisha, 1 November sucofshock. The women of the Ram Pradhan aseditor. Therecan be
’ S | g Ram Bihadurtocometo | o moives forsuring dispperin
Madhav Prasad Sapkota [who?) | Kathmanduand speakwithhh N aspect,the
‘The students wing of our Ram Bahadurisinafix. Hetold other could beadesie to destroy the
organisation hasjust concluded its | Spacetime: ‘Ifheleaveshisjob, how | ey basis o his country andits |
historic 15* convention. Every villverun the family, howwillthe | pagionglism,

ireducation? If

decision taken in

has been made public through
various means. The most important
decisions were that the students
would accept the Prachanda Pach
and Maoism as their guiding
principles,and that they would play
anactive partin the “people’s
revolution”. The statc of the
cducation sectorisoncssuc on
everyone’s mindsthese days.In fac,
cven ight before the convention,
everyone was curious to know what
line would be taken concerning the
privtcand commercly-un

job, thena

The mediais aﬁc]d rhar help: s

d information,

momenthewenill be killed.”

“Wearein the process of
destroying the present reactionary
government.Inits place we will put
anewrevolutionary force that will
be peaceful and for the people.
Yourson i helping the reactionar-
fes suppress the il of the people.
So,ask your son to immedia
resign from the police.” Thisis
what the Maoists who came visiing,
inthe night told Ram Bahadlur.

Bal Bahadur Tamangof

Ichokis alsoa very

tor. Even people who
did notunderstand the position
taken by the student wingstarted
publicsingic.

Thenaton sinasatcofvar,
ands

distutbed man. The Maoists have
threatened him too, as a result of
which his family could not spend
Dasain together this year cither. Bal
Bahadur'sbrotheris n the army,

wilinform e people frcan help
build the power of the people, but
it can also destroy ir. Mediais
directly relaced to the adminstra-
tion, the rule of lew and the
political situation of the counry. It
can shape the thinking of people, it
can introduce nationsand cultures
o the outside world. Buritis nora
sectorwhere thercisa lot of profic
tobe carncd. Realising the
importance and seriousness of this
sector, most countrics in the world
donotallow forcign investmentiin
it. India has one of the most
suingent policies concerning this.
Anda person from this very
country, India, is nowall st to
sarca paperin Nepal. .
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Who will be #1?

South Africa could eventually replace Australia as
the best Test cricket side in the world.

THRASY PETROPOULOS

hile the cricket world continues to salute the current Australia
qdc .n one nflhc bm in¢ the game’s ! history, South Africa are
pid

irsuperioriy. True, they

cannot match Australa’s record run of 16 successive Test wins. Butalook
atthe Incernational Cricket Council's Test table, reveals them o be far
closer to Australia than rest o the pack.

‘The Aussicslead the ficld with an average of 1.62. South Africa lcin
sccond place with 1.50, while England are third with 1,14, The gulf
benech Austliaand South Afcaand he et chercore, immene,
South Affica have managed towin 12 out of thei st 17 Test serics,
includingvictoris in Pakistan and India. They arethe only team that can
match the Ausiesfor consistency both homeand away. Australia have lost
only three times abroad over the past four years—to India, S Lanka and
Pakistan, and are unbeaten ac home.

South Africa have lostthree times in 17 scrie, o Australia (home and
away) and to England abroad. It is perhaps true that South Africa lack
Australia’s ruchlessness, but when they had the opportunity to wipe the
floor with the West Indies, they achieved the same 5-0 scoreline.

“The two top teams n Test cricket collidein Decemberand January
withsix Testsspli evenly home and avay and only then will we know who
canlay claim to the icle of the world's best side. Right now the two teams
arewarming up for that battle. South Africa have just beaten India in the
firse Test of threc and Australia warm up by entertaining New Zealand with
the first Test at Brisbane on Thursday. Their impressive records should
continue. Buwhile they are close, there s clearly a gap berween the sides
and that lies in Australia’s staggering srength in depth.

Thereare. ie b in England’s County Ck ionship wh
would walk into other national ides, and fast bowers like Damien Fleming,
Andy Bichel and spinners Colin Millerand Stuare MacGillro call on. South
Africa have few such luxuries. Andre Nel and Justin Kemp do nor quite
match up to their frondincactack of Shaun Pollock and Allan Donald
(when fi). They do have in Boeta Dippenaar a young batsman versatile
cnough o coverall bascs and Neil McKenzie has promise, but there s not
much else ready to step in. And as Australia have shown so readl
50 much the personnel as the artirude.

But South Africa are now showing a toughness and resolve that s nowa
match for Australia, Their performances have inseilled  belifin not only
cheir players, butalso their polcicans. Sports minister Ngconde Balfour
said: “I hink weare going to do very well against Australia wih the depth
of alentwe (South Africa) have.”

“Come here Australa, we arc going to murderyou,” he said.

Come the end of March wewill sc if Balfour’s faichis backed by
substance. [

Show us the proof

KARACHI: Former South African cricket head Ali Bacher has been asked
to present any information of alleged match-fixing by Pakistan cricketers
at the 1999 World Cup to a Pakistani judicial commission.

"We have sent a letter to Dr Bacher asking him to come and share
with the commission any information he has on the suspicions he has
raised on the World Cup matches," Kazim Ali Malik, the commission
registrar, said

The inquiry, headed by Justice Karamat Bhandari, has been ordered
by the Pakistan government to investigate allegations that two matches
at the 1999 World Cup in Britain involving Pakistan were fixed. Pakistan
lost both matches to Bangladesh and India. Bacher, executive director
for the 2003 World Cup to be hosted by South Africa, said last year that
Majid Khan, former chief executive of the Pakistan Cricket Board, had
told him of his suspicions of the results. Four senior players, Wagar
Younis, Inzamam-ul-Haq, Saeed Anwar and Moin Khan, have told the
inquiry the two maiches, as well as Pakistan's losing final against
Australia, were not fixed. However, former pace bowler Sarfraz Nawaz and
Majid have recorded statements saying they believed there was sub-
stance to the allegations.

“Dr Bacher is a very important figure in this inquiry. The commission
would like to hear him personall, but so far we have ot received any
answer to our letter," said Malik. "What the commission wants is to hear
out Dr Bacher so that it is in a better position to reach a conclusion.” The
commission has summoned Pakistani journalists who covered the World
Cup, to its next hearing on 10 November.

NEPALITERATURE

Writer Bhuvan Dhungana is the author of the
short story collection Yuddhako Ghoshana
Garnubhanda Aghi (Before the Declaration
of War), a literary translator, an independent-
minded intellectual, and an active member
of Gunjan, a group of woman writers who
organise monthly meetings in Kathmandu
as a means of overcoming both minor and
major restrictions on women’s intellectual
mobility. The story below shows off
Dhungana’s ability to compress time and
space in order to throw together a tale that
is fresh, surprising and quite unexpected.
This story originally appeared in Nepal
magazine.

SYMBOL OF RELIGION

In her childhood she had heard the
tolling of temple bells. Those bells weren't
ringing at a temple, though. Her mother had
set up a shrine right next to the kitchen, a
small version of a temple. The daily routines
her mother performed before getting down to
housework also involved daily worship. And
so she would awaken to the tan-tan, tan-tan
tolling of the bell, the bell that her mother
rang just like the alarm clock she now keeps
in her room.

Once there had even been a pact be-
tween her and her younger brother: they
must hide their mother's bell that disturbed

Bhuvan Dhungana

their sleep every morning.

One day, towards afternoon time, when her
brother tried to hide the bell somewhere, their
mother heard it ring at a most inopportune time,
and she scolded her brother— “You're not
supposed to ring the bell at off-times, it's only
rung to invoke the gods, in the moring and
evening. You think a bell is a toy?"

As her age increased, she came to under-
stand, too, that a bell is not a toy.

In the passage of time, she tuned from a
girl into a young woman.

She remembers—the day of her first
menstruation, when she had to stay locked up
in a dark room, a stream of tears had poured
out of her guilt-ridden eyes. She thought she
had committed a sin. In the days that she
remained in that dark room she discovered
much about herself. She conceived a sense of
what was sin, what was merit in a young
woman's form. The customs that her mother
taught her, taking menstruation as a symbol of
religion, seemed sometimes like religion,
sometimes like sin, sometimes like an accusa-
tion, and at other times like a gift she'd been
granted, and this is how it seemed to her for
years.

On the twelfth day after her menstruation,
after she had taken her morning bath, put on a
yellow blouse and sari, and sat down on a
special mat to pray, according to tradition, she
hung her head in embarrassment, unable to
even look at the pundit who was teaching her
how to make a water offering from cupped
palms with a banana placed on top. Those
cupped palms, the symbol of a woman's vulva,
and the banana lying on top of it made her
quiver. Her hands trembled as she offered the

water. She herself was surprised by the strange
comparison. Every year during the Teej
Panchami festivals, when the women of the
house were rapt in worship pouring water on
top of a banana placed in cupped palms, a
corner of her mind would centre on male and
female sexual symbols, and she couldn't lose
herself in worship as the others did. She never
probed the mystery of that symbol, it's been
years she’s kept this sin safeguarded in
religion, the mystery of the cupped palms and
banana—this symbol of religion.

She couldn't become like her mother.
Yielding to the pressures of time she became a
housewife as well as a modern woman work-
ing outside the house. Her daily routine was
extremely hectic. Some days, as she reached
home in the worn out, exhausted, darkening
evening, she could hear, mixed in with the
sound of bells in the neighborhood, the voice of
her absent mother asking, Why so late? The
evening bell's already rung, and you've come
back tired, haven't you? Before she could come
up with any response, the long sigh of exhaus-
tion inside her, finding no reflection outside,
chose to stay inside. Outside the bell kept on
ringing, and inside the house her voice stayed
suppressed.

In the passage of time she turned from a
young woman into a mother.

It was a winter's moming. She had taken off
her year-old son's clothes so that she could oil
him in the sun, and then had fallen into a
quandary. As she slathered oil on him, her
hands stopped suddenly. Her infant son's
small-shaped penis was like that small instru-
ment-like dong that hung, tolling, from the bell
in her mother's hand. Forgetting all about sin

by MANJUSHREE THAPA|

and merit, she stooped over and kissed her
son’s small, soundless musical instrument.
He chuckled as though he'd been tickled, and
she too smiled in maternal love.

In the second half of life, she too stands in
crowds, in lines, at the gates of temples in a
sinless state of mind, fully liberated from
sexual longing, in the hope of receiving the
blessings of the gods, or in delusion. When
someone rings the bell in front of the temple,
sin and merit suddenly smile at that bell, that
symbol of religion, that upside down vulva-
shaped bell and the hanging musical instru-
ment of a penis that it tries to cover, but cannot
fully hide. Tolls and echoes emanate from the
penis-shaped instrument as it knocks and
thunders against the crevices of the vulva-
shaped bell, the tolls outdoing even the
hullabaloo of the crowds. She listens, en-
chanted, to that tolling.

Today she finds that bell symbol as
mysterious as she once found the cupped
palms and banana. That bell symbol, that
instrument which, without the touch of a
woman'’s vulva, cannot make a sound but just
hangs there uselessly. She feels a kind of
pride at the woman's sexual organ, which,
upside-down, subdues the machismo of men.
When she widens her nostrils to take in the
fragrance of the incense at the temple
grounds, she feels that her entire being is
being perfumed.

She's already forgotten many of the
pleasurable entrapments of sex; but the
symbol of the bell hangs straight in front of her
eyes, bringing back memories. A faint but
unforgettable image appears before her like a
picture. The bell reminds her of an image of
male/female coupling. To remove this sinful
thought that arises even in a temple courtyard,
she lurches forward, grabs the instrument
hanging on the bell, and starts tolling: fa-na-
na-na, ta-na-na-na, ta-na-na-na....
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by JANAKI GURUNG
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES

00 The King of Masks An aged street performer in 1930s
Sichuan realises he has no heir to whom he can pass on his
ancient tradition and secrets, so he purchases a son on the black
market. Wu Tianming, China, 1996. 11 November, 5.30PM,
Russian Cultural Centre. Inter-Cultural Film Society,
icfs@wlink.com.np. 537551

00 Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at
www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITION

00 Digital Art 1995-2001 by Jyoti Duwadi. Until 26 November. Siddharta Art Gallery Baber
Mahal Revisited. 411122

00 Paintings and sculptures by Surendra Pradhan and Ram K Bhandari. Park Gallery,
Pulchowk. Until 20 November, 10AM-6PM, Sunday-Friday. 522307

00 The Swiss Alps Photo exhibition. Videos on various aspects of the Swiss mountains,
including the highest train in Europe and cheese-making, everyday at 5.30PM, except Sunday.
6-11 November, 10AM-5PM, Hotel de 'Annapurna. Organised by the Embassy of Switzerland,
New Delhi and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation for the International Year
of Mountains 2002.

00 Action Asia Himalayan Mountain Bike Race Series 2001  Opening 9 November, 3PM,
parade from Himalayan Bank through Thamel. 10, 18 and 24 November. Open to all, five race
categories, great prizes. Himalayan Mountain Bike. Info@bikingnepal.com. 437437

00 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays and
Tuesdays 4.30PM-6.30PM, 241163. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30PM-8PM,
Saturdays 1.30PM. 434024, 434830

Music
00 Live music Saturday nights with dinner and wine at La'Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque,
Pulchowk. 535290
00 Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin
band on Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7PM onwards, Shangri-La Hotel. 412999
00 Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant.
414336
00 Live acoustic music Dinesh Rai and Deependra every
Friday at the Himalatte Café. 7.30PM-10PM 262526 1-| .
EATING OUT
00 Le Cafe des Trekkers New Tibetan and French restaurant. Special Spanish Paella on

- 2,3,4, 9,10,11 November. Jyatha, Thamel, opposite Hotel Blue Diamond.
225777
00 Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with view of city and
surrounding hills. Radisson Hotel. 411818
00 Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft
drink for children. Saturdays and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675
00 Rox Restaurant Traditional home-style European cuisine from a wood-fired oven. Steaks,
trout, roasted vegetables, desserts. Hotel Hyatt Regency. 491234
00 Peking Duck and Mandarin Music Chinese chefs’ mild and spicy delicacies from the far-
east at the Imperial Pavilion every Sunday. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999
00 Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500 per
head. 410432
00 Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner with Fifth Avenue sandwiches, full meals
at backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 426518
00 Saturdays at the Malla Swimming and French chef's barbecue lunch. 11AM-5PM. The
Malla Hotel. 418385, 410966

GETAWAYS

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per
head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

00 Escape to Jomsom Two nights, three days, B&B package with tours and Pokhara-
Jomsom return airfare. Expats $250 per head. Valid until New Year. Jomsom Mountain Resort.
434870

00 Dwarika's Escapes Breathtaking Escape, two nights package with complimentary
Sekuwa for Friday night check-in, Krishnarpan dinner, afternoon tea, cocktail, half-hour mas-
sage, breakfasts. Rs11,800 per couple. Or bid for the Anytime Escape, full overnight package
in one of Dwarika’s suites. Bidding starts at $130 per night. Until 18 November. 479488

00 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests,
Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari.
keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

00 Himalayan Feelings fusion band playing every Friday night at Dwarika's Hotel
person, Rs1010 per couple includes full Sekuwa dinner and

complimentary beer/soft drink. Call 479-488 for reservations.

Rs555 per

[ For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

This satellte picture taken Wednesday evening shows a
strong westerly band moving across central Nepal, the
reason for overcast skies and a drop in maximum
temperature. Nepal has also been hit by winter Gangetic
haze much earlier than usual this year, bringing down
visibility throughout the midhills up to an altitude of
3,300 m. More westerlies are expected and they will bring
the season’s firstsnows to the high passes. Winter rains
have failed for the past two years, but all indications are
that this year there will be normal precipitation. Mini-
mum temperatures are now into the single digits.

KATHMANDUVALLEY

Fii Sat sun Mon Tie
2411 2510 2509 2411 24-09

YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

'Wild Orchids in Nepal: The Guide to the Himalayan Orchids of the Tribhuvan
Rajpath and Chitwan Jungle Kevin Whitc and Bhagirath Sharma

White Lotus, Bangkok, 2000

Rs2,650

4 “The result of 20 yearsof obscrving Nepal's orchids, thisis hands-on companion to Nepal's
mostaccessible orchid habitats, with practical advice for thevisior, and a handbook for the
orchid grower or armchair traveller. This volume has a wealth of data on wild speciesand
derailed descriptions, and also reportson sixtcen new Nepal rcords.

‘The Throne of the Gods: An Account of the First Swiss Expedition to the

Himalayas Arnold Heim and August Gansser

White Lotus, Bangkok, 2000

Rs2,550

Originally published in German in 1938, this account was written by two geologists who

spencigh mondsin e iy incdig i e “Torbidden” landsof Nepaland Tibet.
‘The authors made geological srudies, ecord d the lves of the people,

animals and plants, The volume includes md photos and mapsand isa valuable resource

for nacuralists, geologlsn and mountincers

Jt-

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Stupa View and Restaurant & T errace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restau-
rant and terraces with views of stupa and
Himalayas. International vegetarian
specialties, pizza from clay oven, ice cream,
soft guitar tunes on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on full
moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning, rafting,
trekking at Tibet borders, Professional Develop-
ment Program, Leadership Courses and many
more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Nagarkot Deepawali Special = B&B, three-course
international gourmet dinner, transport both
ways. Rs 1,440 or $19. Naked Chef, Nagarkot.
417368, 680115

Secretary wanted Minimum three years
secretarial experience, excellent written and
spoken English, computer & basic accounts,
filing. Travel agency experience an advan-
tage. Immediate start. Position for GM of
Adventure Travel Co. Bio-data and photo to
PO Box 12673 KTM

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest”,
“highest”, “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043
Kodari Eco Resort  Peace in natural sur-
roundings, good views of Nepal/ Tibet
border, jungle-covered mountains, Buddhist
monasteries, ancient Shiva cave. Hike to
villages with various ethnic groups, vantage
points to Himalayas. Comfortable accommo-
dation, attached bath, balcony or terraces,
good food, friendly service. 480262,
kodari@mos.com.np

HMB Mountain Biking  Have your bike serviced
or repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at
the HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories
and parts available. Second hand bikes bought/
sold/hired. New and reconditioned mountain
bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain Bikes—
Tours and Expeditions. 437437.

Best Room in Thamel  Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves.
Quiet, private, and a great view. $5 per day.
Contact John 548119.

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today

BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Aurelt @av
BBC Aurelt &ar

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

T to nirvanais enlightenment.”
‘That may have been just
whatauthor Joc Cummingsand
photographer Bll Wassman were
afterin the more than cigh years
they spent rescarching theand
author Joc Cummings of the part-
philosophical, parc-coffec able
book Buddhist Stupasin Asia: The
Shapeof Pekcion. Publhcd by

The perfect shape

A new book shows that in the
Buddha’s Asia, there are many forms.

their journey in the late 1960's
when they realised that there
were more ways to happiness
than the West offercd.
Cummingswasa politial
science studentin North Carolina
when he came to his own realisa-
tion. On his first day accollege in
1970, he ecall chinking about
America’snvolvementin Vietnam,
“I had to establish mysclfasa
moralobjec,”hesays. Hebegan

purveyors Lonely Plancr, the:
volume has jus been released in
Nepal and is sure to bea bestseler
Cummingsand Wassman,
both well known names in the
travel guidebook industry, and
both devour Buddhists, began

the Eas and ler cameto
“Thailand asa Peace Corps
volunteer. Eventually there camea

Master's degree in Asian art history

and Thai linguage from the
Universityof California at Berkley,
followed by more than 35 works

sccccccssssssccccccsssssccce

on Thailand, Laos, Myanmar
and other south-cast Asian
countries, Not surprisingly,
Cummingsis today considered
an expert on thearca,
Trekkingin Helambu n the
mid-1970's, Wassman ralsed is

calling moments of

cose
duohave managed tojudiciously
balance eye-candy with ltde-
known facts and theorics, The
book covers 11 Asian nations

from Japan to Afghanistan, where
the Bamiyan Buddhasare now
justamemory. Wicha forevord
by d American

lfein pictures. He began asan
amateur photographer and soon
worked his way to professional
standards. In 1987, he won the
Pacific Area Travel Association
I’An) Gold Award for his story

th and was one of

authority on Buddhism, Robert

“Thurman, Buddhist Supasin

Asiaattempts o exphain the

essence ofastupa, the soul,

somethingthe collaborators on

this volume feel the many modern
e el overdh

heso photographers chosen to
cover Thailand for the Kodak-
sponsorcd Seven Daysin the
Kingdom, Since the eternal eycsof
Swoyambhunath irsstared back
athim in 1968, Wassman has had
arather strong case o obscssion
with stupas. Butitvwasn'cuncil
abouta decadeago that he began
workingon an entire book
dedicated to these archirectural
masterpicees. Wassman was
journeying across Asia, suring nto
its very soul, when he ran into
Cummingsata estival in southern
Laosin 1998, Thar, he decided,
was what he nceded, a masterin
the subject o writc about what he
was phorographing;

Thatold cliché about not
judginga book by s cover isright
onabout Buddhise Scupas in Asta
Temay look ke just another
glossy on Asia, but the alented

the
globelack.

“The stupa needsasoul. The
new stupa being builin Godavari
certainly has one and transcends
poliics,” says Wassman,
referring to the new structure
being builein Lalitpur, which is
inspired by Burmese, Tibetan
and Nepali designs.

Although Cummings says he
writes “as an arc hstorian”, heis
quick o add that for him,
personall, stupas are more than
just works of arc. Itisthis
combinaion of theacstheticand
the academic that s the book's
biggest strengeh, and scts the tone
forwhatiatempts to do—
illustrate the different ways tha
Buddhist communities across Asia
haveunderstood the teachings of
the master through the difference
in thearchitectural design of
stupas.

HAPPENIN

WITH SPELLING BEES: Queen Komal poses with winners of
h Aishwarya Shield spel at St Xaviers Schoolon 7
November.

MORE TALK: Foregn Screay-levealks etyen ofcalsof Bhuran
and Nepal over *h erification”of
began in Shital Nivwas on 5 November.

ALPS COME TO THE HIMALAYA: Swiss Ambassador to Nepal, Walter
Gygershowing Prime Minister Deuba pictures ofthe Swiss Alpsacan
exhibition at Hotel de [Annapurna on 4 November.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

in of Nepalis who have madeic bigand got major

F romall comers o the world, reportsare pouring
breaks. About time. Nepalisare now award-
ol serhort .

only lastweek to restriceall non-essential travel, He
wasjustbeing careful thacsall.

‘What has gone completely unnoticed inall his
hullabaloo s that in Nepal, a khukuri s part of our

they have done double PhDs n the mating habits of che
Greater Himalayan Red-nosed Langur, and Nepali ke
Kirtiman Lama have become thefirst o jog up to the
summit of Mt Exerest Alpine Stylein shors, without

national dress. We don’t think twice about sticking
cold steel into our patuka i the morningbefore
heading offto our ten-to-five agirat Charkhal Adda.

But Americais di : there itis every man for

Don’t mess around with us

oxygen,and withoutastun gun.

‘And here s some news just n: a Nepali has
shattered ll previous world records for the number of
khukuris cver carried by an airline passenger i his
carry-on luggage. i indeed a matter of great national
pride thata Nepali will now go into the Guinness Book
of World Records in the catcgory “Number of Knives
Taken Undetceted Through Security Check” by beating
the previousecord holder by cight knives and a pepper
spray. Yetanother indication that when it comes to
brandishing the khukuri and sctting new thresh-
oldsof achicvement with the Knational Knife,
Knepalisare right up there with the best the
world has to offr.

Wedon't know what motivated the
heavily armed dude to muster the courage to
gochrough with his fear, bur given the terror
that our Gurkha forebears have struck in
the hearts of the encmy by waving
khukurisaround in the world's wars, we
know that this brave young man was
juse carrying ona glorious radicion of
valourand gallantry. But likeall
humble, modestand scf-eficing;

Nepaliswho tend to downplay

their own achievements, our

man told American network

TV that he was carrying the

knives to protect himself

against theal-Qaeda. Aferall,

Shitall Niwas had issucd a travel

advisory to all Nepalis planning tovisc the Chicagoarea

himselfor herself. One knifes not
enough. Overwhelming force s the only
deterrenceagainst mugging on the mean
strects.

By allowing himsclfo get caught,
Subash hasalso become the first Nepali
after Girija Prasad Koirala to makean
extended appearanceon CNN, and raise

the country's national profilein the
internationalarena. Al hisfree publicity
can only be good for our tourism an
pashmina industries which, as we know, are
both going through a somewhat sleepy
period. Ithas been caleulated that fwe had
o pay forallthe ir time Nepal got fier the
O'Hare cpisode, itwould have run nto $9
million, almost the exact cost ofa brand new
Super Puma.
Difficultasicis for us these days to make c

NEPALI SOCIETY

Gobinda’s sweet tooth

phenomenon in Nepali

society, consider this:
Gobinda Das Rajbhandari, 73,
claims that his roti outlet in now-
crowded Maru has been serving
quick meals to government
employees and traders for the
last 100 hundred years.

In recent decades many

have their genera-

Ii you think fast food is a new

obligations to tradition.

“l'am a master craftsman as
far as making sweets are
concemed, and | am an expert
on the traditions and norms of
sweet-making,” he says with a
twinkle in his eye, and no hint
of modesty.

Traditional sweet-making in
Kathmandu Valley is a complex
matter that brings

Nepalis have found
ingenious ways to hit headlines despite saturation
coverage of Afghanistan. (Nework News Editors
“Lookat this coming in theticker, another Nepali
caught trying to take two pressure cookers past
security. el lead with that, drop the caprure of bin
Laden tosccond main.”)

Now, everyone worldwide who thought Nepal
was justanother banana kingdom knows thatcis one
withaagreat martial tradicion. No one messesaround
with us, Anditisalsoa country wherea major world

dissh 4 day. Kirtiman h i i

firse person to limb Exerese wichout breathing,

tions-old family occupation of
making traditional, labour-
intensive Nepali sweets and
snacks, or have felt the need to
include more eye-catching
Indian items on their menus to
survive changing demands. But
Gobinda Das, 73, is undeterred.
He firmly believes that trading
only in good old Nepali delica-
cies is still economically viable.
Moreover, he believes he has

together art and tradition. Births,
marriages, birthdays, deaths
and other cultural and social
occasions require a mind-
boggling variety of sweets with
particular shapes and ingredi-
ents, each symbolic of certain
norms and beliefs. And these
might differ among the many
sub-clans within the Newar
communities. A real sweet-
maker needs to know all of

this—this is not a tradition that
forgives negligence.

The devotion of Gobinda
Das' family to the national sweet
heritage of the country means
their store has quite a reputation.
The Hanuman Dhoka Darbar
still relies on supplies from his
shop for all the royal pujas there.
The Kumari's house ordered the
32 varieties of traditionally
prescribed sweets when the
new Kumari was instated
recently. And during the Rana
regime, the queens used to rely
on Gobinda Das' family to keep
them dudh swari, mohan keshari
and other delectations required
for their Tij fasts.

For eight generations, sweet-
making has been the main
family business of the
Rajbhandaris. His great-
grandfather Bhandas, migrated
from Patan in search of fortune.
His start-up capital: “nyarka
pyamo’ (Rs 5), his skill: tradi-
tional sweet-making, already his
family’s occupation. He did well
for himself. So well, that five
generations later his outlet
sells sweets worth some Rs
60,000 per day during the
festival and wedding seasons.
Gobinda Das'’s 21-year-old son
now spends all his time
supervising production and
managing the shop. And young
Durlabh Das is determined to
pass on the family business
to his son, one day. Take a
walk down Maru and watch
Gobinda Das getting ready for
the Tihar rush.
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