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Resumefire?

Maoist leader Prachanda's statement
Wednesday that there was no point
anymore carrying on with peace talks
shows that the group is under a lot of
internal pressure. The government either
doesn't know this, or has chosen to ignore
it. Result: the Maoist leadership is not
getting a face-saving way to enter
mainstream politics. After all, they down-
graded from a people’s republic to a
bourgeois republic, and then dropped the
demand for a republic altogether. They
climbed down on interim government, and
‘were sticking to a constitutional assembly
as the minimum acceptable demand. The
government rejected it outright.

Trapped, there was no other way than
for Baburam Bhattarai to warn this week of
a “Mahabharat War", and for Prachanda to
says the ceasefire didn't make sense
anymore. For Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, who has staked all on
achieving peace, there may be a sense
that he pushed the Maoist leaders too far
too fast. But he was under pressure himself
from rivals within his own party who felt he
was too soft on the Maoists.

Prachanda has left one small
opening: he says he is still committed to
peace but under a “new process”. Deuba.
can grasp that olive branch and agree to
discuss a constitutional assembly, or
organise an all-party conference,
including the Maoists, to thrash things
out. The alternative is a resumption of the

BINOD BHATTARAI

Thcl{oyal Nepal Army isembarkingon

it larges-ever purchase ofweapons:
50,000 assaul rifles over the next five
years owo Russian Mi-17 helicoprers o be
delivered in January, and new German guns
already ordered. More purchascs re being
discussed:  Super Puma helicoprer, cven
Russian Mi-24s. The toral price tags $70
million. Add to this the logistical support
needed for the paramilitary Armed Police
Force, and you wonder, howare we goingto
pay forall this?

$70,000,000

That’s how much the army is spending over the next five

years on

Korea, Germany,
Isacl,the United States and Belgium are
hoping to win the contract to replace the
army’s ageing scl-loadingrifles (SLR). The
bidding process began in September, but

media s

weapons upgrades. Who i is

purchascofhe o M ohabeen e o

hasetodate,having

so0n be rting 10 transporc
the United Statesasagife. Hetold us hewas
misquotd, Howeve,sources oldus the

bei ved by both th and
the PAC, the parfiamenc's spending
watchdog. Theveryfct ha he nnh(ary is

gomg to pay

for it?

.
hordi e the Do K2, the Hocklrand
Koch G306, the Colt M16, and rifles made
by FN Herstal and Galil. “This s nor like
businganew CD, one army sourc told us.
“The new wezpon noeds w© bc rugged, suited

Ifthatis truc, {hm e capon
conspicuous by its absence from the

nodecision yet. fferof Bell UH-1 bitterly that tour
And then th hat thearmy i v heli theAPE. cumbersome means that the PAC mimng

Jso thinkingal -hand reconditioned el with o yis its job, even though itis hobbled by rules

Mi-24 helicopter gunships of in d d helicopters, we touMbu\ld that prevent it from investigating anything

shefim Ranboll Theamy sir oo
buya French Super Puma helcoprer AS 332

chousandsof primary schools, 50 new distict
hovpialsand 5,000 bideallover dhe

witha “scauriy” wg.

shordlist is the Russian Kalashnikov, the
famous AK-47 which cost under $500. The

‘hat | bout the other

L2 witha price mgafﬁ 10 8 mnllwn for VIP
transport

county. Buthegoernment e by he
#

delsinth pipeine, and mnmmamn forthis
antclehad lagentsof

army. dardise s arsenal, and is
mying oswicch from 7.76mm 05.56mm

Public Accounts! (ommm(\ (PAC). A defence
analystroldustheoferwaso radeinan
exiingSuper Puma (aled ar §5 million)for

four Sovier Afg hips

husendorsd theamy'splan o upgrade: This

prospective supplicrs. lhc amy iscurenly

being Nepal,alotof
du]\ advborus offwihth kickbaks

$1 million cach.
“The Nepalitax payer will befootingbill
forthearmy's $70 million shoppinglist,and
has theright o ask: whoare we defending
ourselves against? Wil the money be diverted
from vital development programmes? And,
most ofal, can we afford iz

war, this time with weapons. The
only winners will be the arms merchants.

change its official
l:ilcndnr to “N!l:al Sambat”?

Scerediespmsesan 8 Toialvotes: 1554

y burwehave
oredefine sccurity,”argues Dr Chaitanya
Mishra,sociologistand former member of the
National Planning Commission. “Weapons
don’tmakea country like ours more ecure,
oursecurity comes from better health, better
education, guaranteed civil liberies.
Asistant Home Minister Devendra Raj
Kandel s cxasperated by all his dove alk, “We
necd transport helicopter, the police needsat
leastwo,” hetold s, “Ifwe cannot find
donors,we maycven have o buy them, ©0

overslghn.sworkmg‘ The

aluatin pplicrs for the 50,000
rifles, which i says it needs to replaceis
SLRs. The offes quoted by supplies for the

tifles range from $600-970 apicce. On the

pons. The 5.56mm gea soldier
more fire-power, while the 7.76mm has
longer range.

With the ceasefire in danger of being
broken, the §70 million question is: can this
country to afford to plurge on weapons, or
isit going o buy only what is appropriate
and necessary?

ince the 1996 Indo-Nepal trade
s treaty, Nepal's exports to India

have grown five-fold to about Rs
25 billion. But renewal of the treaty,
which expires at midnight on 5 Decem-
ber, appears to be in jeopardy.

Officials from the two countries
have met four times to iron out the main
sticking point: India's worry that there
has been an unnatural increase in
exports of certain items, suggesting that
these are third-country goods pretend-
ing to be Nepali products. “There has
been absolutely no progress on the two
main issues: rules of origin and safe-
quards against surge,” one negotiator

Id us.

Here's where the negotiations are stuck:
0 India has proposed two formulae to

Poles Apatt..

The Indo-Nepal treaty is deadlocked as deadline
nears, only a last-minute miracle can save it.

change the rules of origin: either capping
imported material content, or fixing local
value addition.

0 India also wants a safeguard clause
giving it the power to suspend and
eventually cancel preferential treatment
for the product in question.

Nepali negotiators seem undecided on
how to respond, and also about the
nature of the technicality we want in
place. Commerce Minister Purna Bahadur
Khadka even took the same flight back to
New Delhi from Doha with his Indian
counterpart Murasoli Maran to see if he
could untie the knot. Officials say that
unless there was a political breakthrough
atthe Khadka-Maran talks, itis unlikely
that the treaty can be salvaged.

Meanwhile, the Indians have been
turning on the heat. They nearly walked
out of the last round of joint secretary
level talks “because nothing was moving".
Nepal apparently had no response at the
talks to the Indian proposal for a 50

percent cap on imported material content
on our exports to India, or a 50 percent
local value addition threshold. At present
there is a roughly 20 percent value
addition requirement for goods seeking
duty-refunds on exports to Indian markets.

Nepali officials who had initially
opposed a formula on value addition
proposed by Nepal's Federation of
Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FNCCI) and India's Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII), are now said
to have decided that could be the way to
go. But India now wants value-addition
calculation done differently.

Indian officials are under pressure
from their manufacturers of vegetable
ghiu, acrylic yam, copper wires and steel
pipes, who say a surge in Nepali exports
of these items since 1996 has destroyed
their business. They've already lobbied for
anti-dumping duties on acrylic and zinc
oxide and local taxes in some states. They
say the Nepali products have high third-

va svkans

country content, and there has been
an explosion in the entry of these items.
into India.

‘The Indians had been complaining
about this for about a year, but it appears
that Nepal failed to gauge the extent of
Indian anger about the 1996 treaty. “Now
we are trapped,” says industrialist Binod
Chaudhary. “If the government accepts
the Indian proposal, trade will regress to
pre-1996 and our exports will be
doomed.”

Others argue that a few exporters
who benefit from questionable “exports”
are holding Nepal's trade with India
hostage, and —
sabotaging the Interview p 3
counlly s industriali- - pep, Mukharji
sation. S
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stan.” It has become irresistible for politicians of
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It was, and is, Afghanistan’s great misfortune that it is so
strategic, straddling the crossroads between civilisations. Ever

‘ ‘Nepa\ should not be turned into another Afghani-

every hue to proclaim those words from pulpits

across the land.

They mouth the words, but it is doubtful if they have
studied the history of how multi-ethnic Afghanistan entered
such a hopeless vortex of violence and destruction. A lot had
to do with failed governance within Afghanistan, its fickle
alliances and frequent back-stabbing. Sound familiar?

Lest we forget, these intractable internal rivalries were
largely stoked and fomented by Afghanistan’s neighbours for

their own short-term advantage.

The Afghans were proxies of

regional powers who in turn were the proxies of the super-
powers. Bin Laden used to be an American proxy, Mullah
Omar was a Pakistani proxy. Ahmed Shah Masood was a

Russian proxy.

As Michael Ignatieff warns in this issue (p 13) proxy wars
are easy to fight, but the danger is that proxies run away with
their own agenda, and then mess up the agenda of those
who think they are controlling the proxies. History shows us
that in geo-politics, short-term advantage is almost always a

long-term disadvantage.
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ATE OF THE STATE

A nation in hard labour

Ganga and Jamuna return to their homeland, where more
mothers d|e at childbirth than anywhere else |n the world.

seesssccscss

ofu[[e[neglcctin(hehin[erland
and national i

hedaySiamesc[winsGanga
and | ived as two
independent babiesin

giventothe

Kathmandu, onein every ten
children born in their homeland
died before completing theirfirst
birchday. It may look i

thereis an expanding middle
ground whete he definiton of
“minimumlevl of srvie' isslowly
hanging, packet

since the Moghuls rode over the Khyber Pass, all through the
Russo-British Great Game, the disastrous Soviet occupation,
and finally to the present day when the country became a haven
for extremists from all over the Islamic world, no one has ever
left Afghanistan alone. This hostile land peopled by fierce
tribes became the graveyard for many invaders who had to
slink away with tails between their legs.

This month, the Taleban political structure finally collapsed
under the weight of American firepower. Something happened
in Afghanistan in the first week of November 2001 that probably
marked a turning point in the history of military campaigns. As
a response to suicidal terror, we saw the application of a new
doctrine of high-tech distance warfare a la Tom Clancy. Twelve
years after the Gulf War, we have seen the awesome advances
in military hardware and technology which now obviate the
need for full frontal invasions, supposedly minimise “collateral”
and “friendly” casualties, and allows the conduct of virtual

remote control warfare.

So far so good. But however euphoric the talking heads on
CNN may sound, America's war on terror is not over. In fact, it
may just be beginning. The Taleban could just dig in and keep
fighting a guerrilla war, Afghanistan may be partitioned be-
tween north and south. But how is this new high-tech war going
to fare in the next phase when it can't be fought by remote

control anymore?

And the most frightening part: al-Qaeda is still loose and it
is more enraged than ever before. Is America more secure
than it was before the Afghan bombing began. They'd be
fooling themselves if they thought so.

Despite all this, if there was a worthy outcome from the
deaths of innocents in New York and the misery of millions in
Afghanistan, then it must be that one of the most repressive,
intolerant and obscurantist regimes on earth has been un-
seated. Also, the world's only superpower seems to have
realised that multilateralism is the way to go and there may be

some use for the United Nations after all.

(Now maybe Wash-

ington will finally pay up its UN dues.)

Yet, in our own region, India and Pakistan continue to see
the unfolding drama in the Hindu Kush from their own narrow
prisms. For them, it's still about Kashmir. Numerous pundits
on satellite talk shows continue to rant about how India or
Pakistan can earn brownie points from the misfortune of the

.
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Jamuna, and the generous
donations made by the citizens of
thataffluent city-state,
Aslongasspecialised medical
servicesaren't being provided at the
costof general halh ar forcvery
o inadvanced

o talk about this silent catastrophe
amidst the celebration ofa glorious
medicalachievementbuticis in
times of joy that we must not forget
the sorrows of the lss fortunate.
“The maternal morality rate in
Nepalisalso one of the highestin
theworld. More than one quarter
(27 percent) ofall deaths of women
between the ages of 15 and 45 are
theresultofchildbirh complica

tions. In most yis

sesscsss

aleruism falls flacin front of che
compellingargumen hat when you
cannot provide clean water to
drink, acaesarean surgery s no
social service. Iftheir urge was
professional excellence, they could
have chosen th yofequall

cesse

A PROXY-FREE ZONE

other. There are few with the clarity of thought of Indian
analyst K Subrahmanyam, who argue that after the Taliban
is defeated, everyone's (the US's, India's, Russia's, Paki-
stan's) common goal should be a moderate Pakistan.

So what lessons for us? Nepali history and geography have
parallels with Afghanistan. We are also multi-ethnic, we are
strategically located, we also have a history of domestic
intrigue and outside meddling, and we are as fiercely
independent as the Afghans. Our strength can come from
visionary leadership that can show integrity and commit-
ment to economic progress that makes us more self-reliant
and in control of our own destiny.

Our squabbling politicians may want to learn the les-
sons of Afghanistan and resolve not be proxies for anyone
for short-term gain. Proxies are expendable, and they are
abandoned first by their mentors.

The forthcoming and much-delayed SAARC Summit in
Kathmandu in January will be largely symbolic photo-op.
Anything can happen during December. Stil, it could be an
opportunity to forge a “Kathmandu alliance” to declare Nepal
and the smaller South Asians a proxy-free zone.
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“Nepal and India have so much in common
we tend to take each other for gr.

Equaly ahinkiharvhicourvievs may

have been witnessto some tragiceventsin
o cominorher e .

wearcboth rying o do,itwould be difficule

heinternal hich

tions. I've seen the resili

none—onwhich

Weshould not

interest.
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dthe

determination of the Nepali people, the

other personin every insunce. Weshould

overwhich one does not have total control

Is there a way out of the impasse on

scen tobesolved atagiven momentof

this foreverand ever, hink for thinking tightened security along the Indo-

peopleand fordecision-makersthetcare Nepa[ border, there have been raids

lesons d\alwould need tobedrawn forfurure safe-houses in Siliguri
it o

Nepali ol indeling vith hesetagi aceeptpeopleatfice e Neghbous have foint water and iver projecty? Gujtal Doctrine is finally dead?
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Are there lessons we can daw from ay.  hastodecidewhether collboration with respects. Now the fact i that n the operation
the Hrithik Roshan riots? Indiainthe development ofwater resources o the reaty in the past five years, India fels
TihinkitwoudbeappropriaeborhinNepal  Has something changed afier 11 forenergyisbeneficaltoNepal. And Ithink ~ chatsomeshortcomings have been evidenced
aswelasinlndaifwedrvthespproprite  September? Your Foreign Minister  oncesuchadeciionisaken,theestmustbe  whichned o be et Threare, ik,
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repeated calls for her presence in
the ward. She doesn’teven have the
time tolookat the faces of those
who come to her more for reassur-
ance than anything csc. Supatra
hasn't changed, i€ ustthat now
she has become a victim of herown
professionalism. Butthatisa
differentstory.

Ononeofthose carlierleisurely
days,sheonce cared toaska
would-be facher: what would he
lke i son or daughte obe. The

medical d notbe

ofb ities o help sudenis
dotheirjob) and taining of women
paramedicsarthevillag velare
sowlyimproving e snices
available o th and

questioned. Itisa grim realicy of
this country that a poor sudeniin
Adsham o anillerate chzmain in

mothersalike. While its true that
mosthealth posts in the country
lack enough trained personnel and
essential supplies, their role in
delivering basic health care
cannot be denied.

en dical

managed according to practices
passed down from generation to
generation. Almostall deliveries in
ruralareas areattended by sudenis
in the hills and chamainsin the
tarai—women who have learn their
craftof midwifery by apprentice-
ship, and have no knowledge of
modern medicine or tools. The
use of rusted razorblades to cut
umbilical cords, and the applica-
tion of cow-dung to treat birch-
wounds are not uncommon.
Butberween the bleak picture

practitioners in urban arcas who

uya
subsidised pack:[of&u[ken
he i

Samagri,cither

competent state-of-
the-art facliies in more developed
countries. There must be something
more, something personal, that
motivates them to do what they do
dayafce day aginsesemingly

Supatra on

unaware of it or because itisn’t
available there atall. Even so, this
does not mean that famous

revealed her fount of nspiration
quimunimsn(iomllyabﬁu[nme

man precen
intoned in mock-seriousness, ific’s
ason, hewould want him to bea
BP,and ificwerea daughter he
would want her to beanother
Supatra. Between the moment the
sentence was uttered and when
Supatr gathered her composure,

by CK LAL

never budged from hisdeals.
DrShashank Koirala san
erudite eye specialist, he alks lofeily
about Koirala legacy, and likes to
quote Kant o carify a complex
theory of vision. Supatra may be his
wife, butshe has no such preten-
sions. Instead, she s much more
compellingwith her natural
simplicity, sincere smile, and carchy
wisdom. Inthe abour-room of Om,
attendants aver that Supatra knows
best how to make babies cry s they
enter the world. Her touch makes
thelitele ones rend the room with
the music ofa new human life.
What her coleagues probably don't
knowis that she s equally capable
of making grown men cry too.
Koiralasare somethingakin to
oyl commnersin Nepl, much

worldof passed through
her face. “Don’tever wish BP's fate
onany one, much less on an
unborn,” she said slowly, her

render n though
only o those who can afford their
fees, Itlimits the reach of some
ourstanding physicians, but that
still doesn' reduce the importance
of their services. Afierall, every one
lifesaved, or every momentof
agony reduced, san important
sevie. Exch human being sunique

smuclogss e Dfn Thapa T s ays, Om Nursing

and Dr\unzrrz Koiral Homcwaumuuc t

Kathmand 'ﬂ,mym some | hospitalthat it has grown into

faraway land where they can today. Supatra’s consultations were

practice their profession with a often more ke counsellingsessions

dlear conscience, for nervous coupls. Sometimes she
Butwhatis it that makes would call expecting mothers and

peoplelike Dr Thapaand Dr
Koirala get up n the morningand
faceanother grueling day, often full

offrustrations? Money can'tbe

cheir husbands togetherand talk
calmlyabout the challenges of
parenthood. Sadly, all thatis

hisorynov. Ihmdxys, she rushes

treatment.
| h

Thxs jusifie

their sol because they
\

surgery by I eam of

ialmost

there el isa

doctorsin Singaporc on Ganga-

high-sounding motive butsuch

tion table, ano[hcnmndmgun the
weighing machine, one moreina
chair, and manages to ward off

yes weling up. “Nobody
deserves to endure the pain BP
went through.”

Whenever I think of Dr
Supatra Koirala, these are the
first two sentences that come to
my mind. In the economy of
those few words lic hidden the
sum of the physical pain, emo-
tional turmoil, intellectual
hunger, policical frustrations and
social rejection that BP Koirala
went through in the last years of
his life. Like others born never to
die, BP lived through ll that, but

licical dynasty of the
Nehru-Gandhis n India. Supatra
could have easily chosen to bask in
the glory of her surnamealone,
particularly afier 1990. Or she
could have gone no social srvice
mode. Instead, she chose to emain
what she trained to be—a consult-
ing gynaccologist for the urban

middle lass. Thereis only one

lament however: her dedication has
bred a popularity that has turned a
counsellor of human souls ntojust
another fumous physician with a

high market value. Wonder if BP
would have approved. O, whether

Supatra sill remembers what she
told a would-be fther about her
illusrious facher-in-law. [

November. He spoke to Nepali 9% al his relati

Times about his brief posting
in tumultous Kathmandu,
addressing issues such as tend

Indo-Nej cross- knowall

border Maoism,
relations and water sharing.

Ichinklike any relationship, ties bet

tween

hrsionid oftheciffee ke,and "
h John Ihto-medium hydroelectric plantfor
One of the things that the riots and yearsago: “Ask ot ﬁ)rw}\om thebellwolls, for  which some sites have been visited. I trust
the aftermath showed is that India and  ittollsfor thee....” You cannot that if those are allowed to move ahead,
Nepal just cannot seem 1o get any-  compartmentlisc terrorism. Itisa hydra- shey vill st heleve of confdence
thing started because of our mutual headed monster that has s linkages, ramifica- needed for mu
hang-ups. Little problems get in the  tionsallover. Idon'twantto gointothelinks  tion in water resources.
way of bigger things that need o be  the Maoists have with external organisations,
done. whu, inturn, might have otherlinks. These After the prime minister’s visit to
hipish beseeninisolation Delhi last year things looked rosy.
the problem is not only on oneside. I think India has been a direct victim of interna- There were no problems at the
that because we have so much in common, we  tional terrorism: fomlung time. \X’ ich: mgand w  leadership level, but later things
ke cach forgranted. We yourspecificqr seemed to get stuck in the bureauc-
istoknow, whenin | hathas | | Wehave  racy. Is it 2 problem of babudom an
ficinourown vayswearebothgrovingup,  similr pmblemsmlnd.la choughinourkuger  oth sides?

sides?
Tllspeak primarilyof India. Tvill say

nations need to beworked atand I think both
llen short of the desirable level

nay not

impactsinNepalOursupporchasabvays

Nepli Times: By all accouns you have — of
been Indian  undersanding

the last two years have been among
the most challenging for our bilateral
relations. How did you do it?

Deb Mukharii: Thanks. Thatis for my friends

So what kind of confidence-building
manessfxuldbelakaiHowalxw

cultural exc
Ithinkat the highest cvcl thereis no absence

en i epal in
combatingany movemen s o

categorically that whena politca decisionis
made, bureaucracy does o obstruct. But in

allfaimess to my breed, I should, goa lmle

causedamage o industryasawholein India.
Butitcould cause damagein sgnificantarcas
inamannerwhich causesdisres.

Now, with egard tothe s issue which
cited, Iwould also suggestthat you may wish
toconsiderastohow much theinerestof
Nepal, Nepalilabour,or your foreign
exchange reserves re served by large dollar
importsand sclling the goods with marginal
valueaddition to India.

Astowhat believe tobe the essnce of
the Gujral Doctrine,that Indian hasaspecial
utytowards her neighbours,hink his

rthrow

further.

means ofche gun.

Have there been any special moves to
mamehnkabetwammrmm
and

ly hold: I'hlsdoano(mmnaun&
e relati for

the
implcations. va,whilcldonorclaimd’lc
Indian burcaucracy tobe thesole guardian of

nationalinteest, itis our duty to lookatall

sustinableon that bsis

from Nepal?
haveenjoyed myselfgratly. Hopefuly,

hay Ihave had some

‘yourvery, very

in Nepal ojude. ofundarsanding Cutunlcxchangsvwould aspectsofa question so thatany final decision
help. T Th: b y ulaly mm kinds  thatis taken is taken on the basis of full
These have been very eventful times dund di icularly b of that tak knowledge of facts. I think political wisd
for Nepal. How has it been for you?  jounalistsand academics,so both he  border, Maoistsand Indian i 1 ilinmoling ~ oecasion
Indo-Nepalraionshave hadsomeupsand  other chap :pom( ofiew. Wemusttexpect Maoists,in Jhaxkhand indndhraPradoh, s whichcanonlybereoldvith beautful country.
down.s in thc past ycar—and-a—halﬁ Bu( ‘most hat thatwould b . Wedon't it Butl muse rmphul.\c
‘Weeachh ‘ d knowif they h andifso,what  that the majori (A selection of black-and-white photo-
our!C|d[lonsh1wconnnu¢dmmrt interests. Itshould not b d tharwe kind of they have. Within the dysis by exp P chis p
. Py . o

themselves. Ith hen |
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graphs taken by Deb Mukharji in Nepal are
reproduced on page 10-11.)

DUBYA AND DEUBA
CK Lal's pathological hatred for
Americans is difficult to
understand (“Oh, say, can you
see Osama and Omar?”, #68).
Why does he not realise that
Nepal gets nothing by support-
ing countries like Afghanistan,
Iraq or Sudan? But if we
supportthe US, Nepal can
benefit—look how Pakistan has
benefited. Itis possible that
Sher Bahadur Deuba has some
understanding with the Ameri-
cans, who after all were his
lami (matchmaker). Maybe we
will get American help to fight
the Maoists in Nepal. CK Lal
should be happy that Deuba
supported the USA immediately
in its war with Afghanistan. The
fundamentalists are helping set
up madrasas in Nepal, spread-
ing Islam in a Hindu country.
Naresh Adhikary
Anamnagar

CK Lal has done it again. He
criticises the Taleban and al-
Qaeda, but unleashes his full
wrath, with no stones left
unturned, upon his favorite
target—the Big Bad Wolf of the
planet, in his view, the United
States of America. Buoyed by
hot air from such Blame

America icons as the ever-

?-E_ |
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apologetic Bill Clinton and Noam
Chomsky, he is more than happy
once again to ride the jet-stream
of anti-American hatred. The
whole point of his article can be
summarized in two words:
“America... Bad".

If CK Lal were to tune out of
Al Jazeera for a moment or two,
maybe he would not be making
such a ridiculous statement as
America is responsible for the
Taleban and the al-Qaeda. If CK
Lal's point s that America only
acts in her own self-interest—
then the natural question, is which
country doesn't? The solutions to
the struggle in Afghanistan is “so
elementary” to him that he gets
frustrated that the folks at Langley
“don’t get it". But what does our
boy wonder have to offer... well,
nothing, of course! He would
rather wallow in guilt, self-pity,
introspection and soul-searching
than provide concrete ways of

liberating the Afghan people, and
ridding the world of terror.
Roughly fifty years ago, an
evil not unlike the al-Qaeda and
the Taleban was visited upon this
world in the name of Nazism.
Their leader was Hitler. There
were people then, like Neville
Chamberlain, who thought that a
civilised dialogue mixed with a
gentle dose of appeasement
would be enough to melt Hitler's
heart and save civilisation from
ruin. But in the end, it took force
to defeat this evil. Already in
Kabul, with the initial success of
the allied forces, the Taleban are
on the run, there is music on the
streets, the women have started
to unveil their burkhas in defi-
ance, men are lining up outside
barber shops to get rid of their
Taleban-mandated beards, and
children are flying kites again, and
people are shouting “America
America” in utter expression of
gratitude. And CK Lal has either
missed it all, or has selective
amnesia.
Bishwa Basnet
by email

Finally Daniel Lak has shown his
true colours (“Two months after”,
#68). He pretends to sympathise
with the objects that he covers

for the western media, but his
loyalty remains with his subject—
furthering western interests in
developing countries. Lak should
read his fellow columnist CK Lal
(“Oh, say, can you see Osama
and Omar”, #68) to understand
why US policies in these parts of
the world are despised so much.
Ifthe United States practiced
what it preaches, there would
have been no Taliban, no al-
Qaeda, and no bin Laden, and 9-
11 would not have taken place at
all. America needs to correct itself
rather than keep bombing Irag,
Sudan or Afghanistan at its
whims and fancies. Instead of
writing western propaganda in his
widely read column, it would be
better for Mr Lak to expose the
hypocrisy of Britain and America.
Satyendra Shakya
Bhanimandal

GIRUA

Re: “Deuba's gamble”, # 67. Looks
like Nepal is seeing some rays of
hope amidst chaos with the
government and Maoists talking
again and the Maoists giving up at
least some of their demands. |
seriously hope that something
positive will come out of this. But |
am really aggravated and vexed
by Mr Girija Koirala's attitude. Here

is a guy who is incompetent and
completely clueless, who is
hungry for power and whose
greed exceeds his ego, going
around asking people to rise
against the Maoists when there is
a peace process being under-
taken by his own party member.
When will he finally accept his
failure and let Nepal move
forward?
D Karmacharya

New Jersey, USA
PRACHANDA
‘Thanks to Puskar Bhusal
(“Prachanda comes alive”, #68)
for exposing Comrade Prachanda
for what he is: a failed, phoney
revolutionary who has brought
untold suffering to the Nepali
people, and set in motion an
imeversible brutalisation of our
society and nation. The fellow
hasn't learnt his lesson. He wants
to take on the Indian Army. Then
he has the cheek to wax eloquent
about Karisma Manandhar. She

attitude towards the BP Koirala
Institute of Health Sciences
(BPKIHS) we always felt
insecure to work there. There is
this alarming trend of “daktar
kutne® in the whole of Nepal,
but especially in the tarai region.
As aresult, doctors in Hetauda
have stopped doing forensic
examinations, there are no able
doctors in most district hospi-
tals, most doctors wants to
remain in Kathmandu or in the
big regional hospitals where at
least security is a bit better.
Whose responsibility is it to
provide security to doctors in
the district hospitals? This is not
justa small local issue it will
ultimately make the already
sorry state of our health system
even sorrier.

Dr Amrit Rai,

Copenhagen

disown him.
P Shrestha
by email

DAKTAR KUTNE

I agree fully with Dr Milan Piya
(“How much is too much?”, #68). |
had worked in Inaruwa Hospital,
and even though most people in
Inaruwa have a very positive

An editing error in a sentence
about the 1967 banquet for King
Mahendrain the Netherlands
incorrectly identified Queen
Juliana as being absent as she
was giving birth to future crown
prince Willem-Alexander. It was
the present Queen, Her Majesty
Queen Beatrix. -Ed
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d: thousands
of Indian patients with cataracts
and other eye discase come to
specialised centres in Nepal

Itis one of those litele-
known success storics of Nepals
development in the past 20 years
that the country is nowa
regional leader in eye care. In
1981, there was only one eye
hospital in Nepal, today there
are 17 hospitals and 32 other
ve care centres. In addition, six
government hospitals have full-
fledged ophthalmologic depart-
ments. While doctors are still in
short supply, there are 85 cye
doctors for Nepal’s 23 million
population, thereare 175
trained ophthalmic assistancs,
335 specialised eye care
paramedics.

While impressive, these:
numbcrssn“ do not meet the

Ncp al. Like most ducl()pmg
countries in the region, the
prevalence of blindness is quie
high. (Nepal .8 percent, India .7
percent, Myanmar 9 percent,
Bangladesh 1, Sti Lanka 5
percent):children often suffer
eye infections which can casily
be cured but due to lack of
antibiotics many children go
blind. Cataract i sill common,
and despite impressive strides to
control it blindness due to
vitamin A defi
ANational Blindness Survey

ncy still exists.

in 1981 found that 80 percent of

the blind suffered from prevent-
ableor curable blindness,
cataract, trachoma and glaucoma
as the three leading causes of
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Unnoticed, Nepal has emerged as a model for
low cost, reliable world-class blindness
prevention care in the world.

blindness. The survey w

vices asa major problem in the
“Third World. To improve

hospitals were set up in the 1980s
to first establish the necessary
infrastructure. It was only after
1990 that attention was given to
enhancing the quality of services.
Now, the government has
launched an ambitious Vision
2020 programme-part of aglobal
drive against avoidable blindness.
Under the programme, Nepal is
obliged to train ophehalmologists
and provide surgical supplies to
climinate leading eye discases like
cataract, trachoma, childhood
blindness and other eye discases.
But to meet that goal, we
need to produce 400 more
ophthalmologists and four times
more supporting staffand
technicians in the next 15 years.
Today, Nepal produces only an
average of five eye specialists
year, The national drive against
cataract, the leading cause of
blindness in Nepal and the world,
paid attention to the number of

national survey
conventional type of cataract
surgery where the cataract was
removed and patients were given
very thick glasses—halfwere not
actually wearing their glasses and
were thereby functionally blind.
Owing o the lack of proper
modern equipment cataract
surgical related complications
were very high..

Asan answer to the problem,
Tilganga Eye Centre
started an intraocular lens.
production lab in 1994 with
assistance from the Fred Hollows

Foundation of Australia, The
laboratory is now run by an all-
Nepali team to produce world
standard intraocular lenses to be
used within Nepal and to be
exported to southeast Asia.

‘The Fred Hollows Founda-
tion was set up to carry on the
work of Australian visionary Prof
Fred Hollows who thought it
was appalling that people in the
developing world go blind from
cataracts because they didn't
have access to affordable
treatment. He set out to provide
local doctors in these countrics,
with the skills and tools they
needed to give people back
their sight.

Onesuch doctor, Sanduk
Ruit, Medical Director of the
Nepal Eye Program (synonymous
with Tilganga Eye Centre)
pioncered the modern cataract
surgery: removing only the
clouded lens and implanting an
intraocular lens into the
nacural capsule.

“With this method the sight
of an eye can be restored near to
the normal level,” says Ruic
whose team proved that modern
cataract surgery can be done
safely and hygienically in
developing countries like Nepal,
Eritrea, Vietnam, Chinaand
Myanmar with results equal to
those obrained in Australia and
throughout the world.

Ruitis driven by a dream to
have a self-sustaining cye care
program throughout Nepal. TEC
stressesa strict pricing tir, cross
subsidics and high quality care.

‘Abarcfoot patient coming from
Sindhupalchowk and a member
of Parliament get the same
treatment,” says Ruit who asa
general medical doctor attending
an eye camp in western Nepal
was intrigued by the problem

HERE AND THERE

KANDAHAR - Forany of us doing potentially dangerous work, the death
ofa colleagueisa soberingand tragic experience. Whether you deliver life

saving food and shelterto the innocent vitims of violence, or provide
information to the comfortable lasses of the west, you don’t expect
todie.

Ifyou'relucky, you have been formally tained to
copewith what e known s hostile nvironments. On
thelonglistof inadequate cuphemisms dreame up by
bureaucrats,that onesits near the top. Takingsucha
course means—for mostof usinthe media—going to
the English countryside fora weekend of war soris, too
muchalcohol anda staged kidnapping by ex special
forces soldiers.

e not the sort ofching that prepares you for much,
letalone fe threateningsicuations

Tdoubr that such training was much help to the late
Henry Burton of Reuters news agency, who along with
three colleaguesare the latest media victims of chis

Death

We all rushed here to catch the last of
the Taleban. Life seems to go on, the
murder of colleagues notwithstanding.

in the family

fades from the maps of Afghanistan. So ina chaoric frenzy, journalists
soughtand fought ver visas to come hee. All thoughtsof afety and

by DANIEL LAK

securty weresecondary o geting hete. The natureofche beast, but nota

T ign of our maturity. Th

in the country

gave usall a reality check, buticdidn't st long, In Spin
Boldak, amid sprawling refugee camps and smugglers

bazaars the world's press is gathered to cover the
“Taleban’s aststand. I¢s an alluring so
have waited a long ime for the merest glimpse inside the

d many here

minds ofthe miliiathat has ruled Afghanistan for the past

five yars, The turbaned men and boys with Kalashnikovs
havea disarming simplicity and sensc of humour. The
laugh and joke when you ke their photograph. They

clutch their rifles fierccly on demand. They alk wistfully
ofhow the dreariness and violence of this lfe will soon

give way to the pleasures and seductions of the next
Meanwhile,theirleaders shout into walkie-talkies and
generally behave like part of a regime that's o it last legs.
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of blindness

“Opthalmology s high tech
branch of medicine, advancing
very quickly. At the Centre, we
try o adapt the latest technology
but still keep our fect on the
ground, keeping Nepali condi-
tions in mind.”

Today, TEC runsa gricf-
counselling centre and an eye
bank for cornea donations.
About 30 percent of patients
receive free treatment, 50
percent are paying patients, and
the rest are subsidised. It has
started outreach centres in
Ramechapand Dhading
where eye health care faclities
arelacking,

“The production of
intraocular lenses was a turning
point for Nepals fight against
cataract blindness. TEC pro-
duces 100,000 one-piece lenses
yearforjustRs 450 (abous $6)
tach wheress the

= W e
Dr Sanduk Ruit of the Nepal Eye Program pioneered modern cataract surgery: removing only the
clouded lens and implanting an intraocular len
This technique is now used by Nepali doctors to restore sight to thousands of blind patients from
Eritrea to Cambodia. Here, Dr Ruit (second from right) speaks to a Tibetan cataract patient in

Lhasa through an interpreter.

remarkable success story? Dr
Ram Prasad Pokharel, pioneer
eye care activist in Nepal, has no
doubt about the reason: “Non-
interference from the government
allowed the sector to explore the
development potentiality to the
fullest.” Pokharel’s Nepal Netra
Jyoti Sangh (NNJS)is nowalso
offering its eye care expertise to
pacients outside Nepal.

Major eye-care institutions in
the country like Til Ganga and
Netra Jyoi are non-governmen-
tal encities and run 16 zonal
hospitals. These institutions have
been successful in maximising
costeffectiveness of donors funds
and instead of depending on sale
of expensive services to richer
clients they have targeted
auracting  large turnover to
reduce the price for eye

treatment,
The economy of scale means
that corrective ey in

lens costs $150 in :\umaha.
Presently, 95 percent of cataract
operations are completed with
implantation of intraocular lens
In neighbouring India and
Bangladesh, the percentage is
only 50 and 35 respectively
Whatis the reason for this

Nepal can cost beaween R
2,000-Rs 6,000, whereas a
similar surgery in New Delhi can
cost between Rs 20,000-Rs
40,000. The reason the treat-
mentis better and cheaper here
is the effciency
ophthalmologists. According to

Nepali

o the natural capsule (seen being done at left).

an unofficial evaluation, the
number of cataract surgeries
performed by an ophthalmologist
per year in Nepal is 1,062, while
itis about 300 in India and 150
at the ophthalmologic depart-
mentat the government-run TU
“Teaching Hospital in Kathmandu.

Impressive as these achieve-
ments are, the distribution of eye
care centres in Nepal s stil
uneven. The Central Develop-
ment Region where Kathmandu is
situated has seven full-fledged eye
hospitals, while rest of the
country s lefe with ten hospitals.
Similarly out of the 17 hospitals,
more than halfare in the tarai,
while the high mountain belt docs
not havea single hospital.

“The high concentration of
eye-care instiutions in the tarai
have put Nepalis ata disadvan-
tage because the hospitals are
swamped with patients from
northern Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
across the border. In a country
where health awareness and the
concept of consulting doctors are
unfamiliar, Indian patients are
usually taking advantage of the
inexpensive and high quality
services available in Nepal. Lahan
Eye Hospital and Lumbi

Hospital, centres of excellence,
serve locals as well as Indian
patients from Bihar and UP. Data
show that of the 80,000 cataract
operations conducted in Nepali
eye hospitals last year, 70
percent were on Indian patients.
“This trend has over-burdened
hosptals near the Indian border.
Last year, Lahan Eye Hospital,
one of the most popular with
Indian patients conducted 28,835
cataract operations with its five
ophthalmologists.

“Unless all the hosptals run
outreach progtammes, poorer
Nepalisare not going to benefit
much,” said Nabin Kumar Rai,
Medical Coordinator of Tilganga
Eye Centre, TEC conducted half
ofits 7,300 cataract surgerics at
mobile eye camps las year. Nepal
Netra Jyoti Sangh (NNJS) sources
said that only 40 percent of the
people who get care are served by
hospitals at present, while the
restare treated at free mobile cye
camps conducted by various
organisations. The rescarchers
also found that word of mouth
was the main source of informa-
tion for 80 percent of these
patients who evencually got
treatment.

Fear of flying

The crew of a private airline narrowly escaped an accident in
Jumla this week when a bird hit the windscreen, shattering it
and spattering the pilotin blood. Feathered creatures have long
been amenace at Tribhuvan Intemnational Airport. But it appears
that another kind of four-footed trouble is causing concern in
airports in other parts of the country. In Tumlingtaar,
Sankhuwasabha, in east Nepal, airport authorities and the local
municipality have got together in a campaign against canines
straying onto the runway. Officials say the stray dogs are
dangerous to domestic flights to and from Kathmandu and
Biratnagar. They don't want to take chances, so they have taken
to poisoning them. More than fifty have been killed so far and
animal lovers will agree—it isn't the most humane way of
aviation management.

Also in civil aviation news.

Nepals civil aviation sector is getting some money to brush up its
awareness about European industry practices concerning
ainworthiness, safety and standards. With air connections
between Nepal and Europe expanding, the industry definitely
needs to know how Europeans manage and control their air
traffic, as well as their take on product maintenance and
customer support practices. The European Commission has
signed six new financing agreements with Nepal, Bhutan,
Cambodia, Laos, Philippines, and Thailand for the EU-Asian Civil
Aviation Co-operation project. The total pie is Euro 30 million. The
EU press statement does not say how much each country will
get.

Muna Madan in Tibetan

Late poet Laxmi Prasad Devkota would be happy. His master-
piece Muna Madan, long considered a Nepali classic, is likely to
be translated into Tibetan. That's what Han Shuli, vice chairman
of the Literary Federation of the Tibet Autonomous Region of
China told dignitaries and artists attending a reception marking
the 93" birth anniversary of Devkota. Muna Madan is a tragic
tale of a young couple, the husband Madan who travels to
Lhasa to trade, only to return to Nepal to find that the wealth he
has eamed has no meaning because his beloved wife Muna is
dead. One of Muna Madan’s best remembered insights is in the
line: Maanis thulo dila le hunccha, jaata le huundaina (Man
becomes great by his deeds not by his birth).

Positive news

Nepali documentary filmmakers are coming of age Faur Years rn
Hell, a documentary about a young girl infected with HIV and her
contribution to the promotion of HIV/AIDS awareness raising,
has won the UNICEF Prize at the 28" Japan Prize International
Education Program Contest in Tokyo. Says producer Anil Rijal of
the Kathmandu-based Young Asia Television Nepal, ‘I hope the
film informs people that HIV-infected people have a right to work,
live normal and happy lives.”

Barring children

Nepal has decided to relocate —

all children living in the country's L

Jails inacommitment made i
Tuesday, the 12" International

Child Rights Day. The children 1
will be taken to different l

centres of the Nepal Children’s

Organisation, five have already

been brought to the organisa-

tion's Kathmandu office. A Child

Reform Home has also been set

up at Sano Thimi Bhaktapur. The government has not said how
many children are currently living in prison around the country.

L |

-

=2 ledddeney weeli

o

neched varin Afghanistan. Henryhis cameraman and T the market, contraband dealersand ruck driverstell "
twoother d froma cras it drove througha you they're used toauthoriy ising and collapsing on a %
nasty bit oferritory cast of Kabul. It wasalways a bad fuilyregular basi. Evencualy, - -

stretch of oad, we old Afghan hands said when we heard
the news, That'ssmall comfort to anyone, butii was
something we had tosay:

Frighteningly, i scems a f the four victims of this atrocity were
singled out because they werejournalists, representatives of a western
mediathat has few friendsin Afghanistan at the moment, We'll probably
never knowwho killed them, it could have been rogue Taleban or southern Afganistanasthappencd. Along it 120 otherjournliss, I Is this what being ajournalisesall about?

lightl whemomert. Iésaquesionsiecan nolonger sk Henry

Northern Alliance fighters, bandits,oral-Qacda supporters from the aslightly
Middle East—it really doesn’t matter. There's no shortage in this Belatedly, it scems s f the Taleban wanted to get its message out beforeit ~ Burton,

they say,cach new government |1 [ i
makes its deal with the i
smugglersand lfe goeson.
“Today the Talcban, tomorrow some other group,
chat has as many drawbacks for the people of
Afghanistan. And hete weare coveringitall

d on road to Kabul, and (rig

country, oranywhere else, of people willing to esore to murder tosetde
scores, eal or imagined. It seems a f the Reuters people fell victim to that
We gor the chilling news from the cast here in Taleban-controlled
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MIN BAIRACHARYA

RAMYATA LIMBY
awaraj Timsina, from Siseri
in Okhaldhunga had just
paid his fare and was

alighting from a microbus a the

bustling Koteswor junction on
morninga month ago. He
climbed back on to say some-
thing to his aunt and uncle
who were also on board. He
alighted again.

Busdriver Umanath
Pudasaini, a Nuwakot resident,
fela bump beneath the wheels,
and heard people shouting that
someonc had been run over. “1
then drove off, dropped the rest
of the passengers at Naya

Baneswor and turned myselfin at
the police station in Gaushala,”
Pudasaini told usat the
Hanuman Dhoka District

Police Office.

Several eyewitness accounts in
the next day's papers accused the
driver of intentionally backing the
bus to run over the wounded
‘Timsina. Pudasini and other eye-
witnesses say it was an accident,
“I don’ think it was intentional,
“The man fll. The driver pan-
icked, backed agitatedly, running
over the man by accident,” says
Raj Bikram Kathayan, who was
athessite,

But the deceased man’s family

is determined to file a case of
murder. “Several eyewitnesses
have confirmed with the police
that my nephew was run over
intentionally,” says Hem Prasad
“Timsina, Nawaraj’s uncle who
like many Nepalis believes that
drivers inentionally kill wounded
people they have run over so they
don't have to pay hefiy hospital
bills and get away with only Rs
17,500 in funeral expenses and
compensation.

However, the Vehicles and
Transportation Act 2049 (1993)
docs not give any immunity to
drivers who run over and kil
people on the street. In fact,

It is an enduring myth that it is cheaper to kill, than
just injure a person in a traffic accident. But is that

what actually happens?

nowhere does the act mention
tha drivers can get away with
just paying the oft-quoted Rs
17,500. “It docs mention third
party insurance, which many
police, lawyers, and concerned
professionals are not aware of,”
says advocate Lav Kumar Mainali.

Article 163 of the Act, which
deals with the Payment of
Medical and Obsequics Expenses
and Compensation, says: “Ifany
loss or damage is caused o any
person from vehicle accident, the
driver or owner or manager of
vehicle shall be ordered to pay to
the victim the following amount
as medical expenses and compen-
sation: In case of death of a
person, the heir of the deceased
person shall be paid with ten
thousand rupees as obscquics
expenses and as compensation,
theamount equivalent to Third
Party Insurance payable for such
death according to this Act, if no
“Third Party Insurance has
been procured.

According to Clause 55 of the
newer Vehicles and Transport
Regulations 2055 (1998), the
owner or manager of the vehicle
shall procure Third Parcy
Insurance equivalent to Rs
300,000, “The law docs make
provision for compensation
beyond Rs 17,500 and the kin of
the deceased has  legal right to
claim it, bu many people are not
aware of this,” says Mainali.

S0.ifRs 10,000 i for
obsequics expenses, where did the
additional figure of Rs 7500 come
from? “From what I understand,”
says Mainali, “this became an
accepted practice afeer the courts,
in the absence of the Vehicles and
Transport Regulations (which
appeared almost six years after
the Act), sought the advice of
insurance companies regarding
Third Party Insurance. They
madea rough estimate and came
up with the figure of Rs 7,500.
That's been the practice so far.”

Alchough itis not mentioned
anywhere in the Act or the
Regulations that the family of a

person who dies in a traffic
accident should recive compen-
sation cquivalent to Rs 17,500,
the general public, and authori-
ties and professionals concerned
labour under this misconcep-
tion. “Itis a misinterpretation of
che law,” says SSP Keshav
Prasad Baral of the Valley
Traffic Police. He finds it hard
o believe that drivers intention-
ally kill people to avoid paying
larger amounts of money.

Tnvestigations by the
deparcment have never come
across evidence that this
happens and Baral does not
know of any case of a driver
intentionally running overa
person filed in court. “To my
knowledge,” adds Mainali,
“cases of negligence, and reckless
driving do occur. Butin my
carcer s a public prosccutor and
defence lawyer dealing with such
cases, I've never known anyone
being charged with running over
someone intentionally.”

Granted, says SSP Baral, the
current law s largely in the
interest of powerful transporc
lobby and not in the interest of
the public. But that in itselfis a
reason why drivers don't have to
run over people to avoid paying
expensive medical bills. “The
present Vehicles and Transpore
Act (amended in 2049 afecr the
wransporc lobby went on strike)
offers pltmynflmmum[y w©

this insurance.”
According to the Act,its
largely vehicle owners and
managers who are required to pay
the fines and fees in case of an
accident, not the driver. Acci-
dents may oceur owing to
negligence, butintencionally
running down someoncis
cquivalent to murder and would
be tried under the stricter civil
Codes. “Who would want to risk
life imprisonment or
harsher punishment” asks a
police officer.

‘The Vehicles and Transporta-
tion Act itselfhas provisions for
homicide—driving with the
intention of killing, reckless
driving with no incention to kill,
and accidents not the result of
rash driving. The penalty ranges
from life imprisonment and
confiscation of property toa

Rs 500 fine and two years
imprisonment.

i, almost every time there
is an accident the local media
duifully report thatitwas a case

drivers, wh
influcndalwele aspcadons and
organisations,”says Baral.

‘The Vehicles and Transpore
Act 2049 requires vehicle
owners to procure third party
insurance. But,says Mainali,
“Apart from long haul passenger
vehicles, like night buses, who
have begun to do so, most
vehicle owners don't” The
problem with i

of drivers Iy running
over wounded victims. It hap-
pened to Timisina in Koteswor,
in Tulsipur two months ago, toa
woman scooter driver eatlier
thisyear.

“There may be some incom-
petence on our part during
investigations, but  just don’t sce
ichappening Itis morea com-
posice effectofalack of educa-

and deciding what the letter and
spirit ofthe law mean gocs
furdher, explains the lawyer.
“The Department of Transport
doesn’twithhold a road permit
o vehicles that do not have

tion, and engineer-
ing,”says another policc officer. He
thinks lack ofsidewalks, jay-
walking, specding, dark steets are
what cause deaths on the streets,
and 90 petcent of raffc deaths in
Nepalinvolve pedestrians. 0

wingthe Dasin/ Tihar tca
partiesthey took turns

organising, our poliicians
el b handsand

inall conceivable directions,
Nepalismightendup voring ora

e

With political currents flowing

b

-

theirideological affiliation down to
the party suffx. Democtats will

by PUSKAR BHUSA

~ Political alert --

In these are fluid, unpredictable times, the upcoming local
elections might hold some surprises. Then again, they might not.

Maoists ossed alfeline to Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
preciscly aca time when his

e L ooschl

onlytobetricked by pary ivalsin
A

wiggera thunderous

confidence he was doomed tolose.
Deubais too hardened b i

P s
sor—Girija Prasad Koirala had
proceeded to unleash the full force

P
fe

1y Itmay be
instructive to recall that Nepal was

noralonein wincsing he

notto realise that
in protcan poliical calclations can be

abolition of P racy
duringthe turbulent 19605 orin

new anall-pary | eventually have toacton their ofhisarsenal o tum Nepalintoa | prohibiively highatatime when welcomingits recurn three decades

Itcnough pulses o prepare t ludingthe Maoists | affimation that pover comes outof | moreactivep the me Maoistactivist d | later. Ifthend ofthe Cold War

sratgis for Nepal Sambat 1122. before they gec to knowwho'son | the ballot box even ifthey don’t i houting Prachanda | could hasen the fll o the Berln

Amongiheugetitmsoftusines | thericket for hervard ommic. | beivehatscactly rue. With campmgn,Smock(yDcubnallim— dothersare barcly lici all corge W/
lecions.For | tce. Bucnationalleaders canignore | localand naconal pol goff | whoin theNepal barcly | sayingtheynol hi Bush's New Kind of Warcould

allthe top parties, keeping the folksat | the pleas and pressures of local cach other, poli the rom rivals— theircomrdeiehit. surely help raise new forcresses in
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BIZ INEWS

Chinese tourists

agreement to that effect, most likely later this month, the Nepal Tourism Board says. The NTB led a group of
Nepali tourism operators to the China International Travel Mart at Kunming earlier this month to do some
preliminary marketing. The number of China’s outbound tourists in 2000 exceeded 10 million, of which about
5.6 million travelled abroad for leisure and holiday. China's State Council last year approved 17 outbound
destinations for Chinese travellers: Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Australia, New Zealand,
Republic of Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Brunei, Myanmar, Nepal, Hong Kong and
Macau. Three more countries, Germany, Egypt and Malta, were added to the list in June 2001.

Nepal has direct air connections with China, but the service is far short of meeting the demand for
seats should the Chinese actually decide to visit. The situation is compounded by severe aircraft shortage
faced by the Royal Nepal Airlines. Chinese tourists can, however, come via Hong Kong—there are two
Dragon Air flights each week—or direct from Lhasa, on the thrice-weekly China Southwest flights.

CNI Update

The Conf

jon of Nepales

Commerce and Industries (FNCCI), says it has moved one step forward towards formalising the organisa-
tion. The CNI, whose most powerful proponent is former FNCCI chairman Binod Kumar Chaudhary, says it
has finalised its constitution and is ready to complete the registration processes. In a recent press state-
ment, the group says failure to renew the Nepal-India trade treaty before it expires on 5 December could

have serious consequences,

Greenline to Lumbini

Greenline Tours, a tourist transport operator from Kathmandu, has
introduced luxury bus services to Lumbini, birthplace of the
Buddha. Its fully air-conditioned luxury buses already service
Pokhara and Chitwan, the two destinations most frequented by
visitors to Nepal. The fares range from $8-15 depending on the destination.

Peugeot vehicles

Euro Gears P Ltd (Aulo\and P le) has begun mavketmg ‘hree models of Peugeot vehicles in Nepal The
406HDI comes with a common rain diesel engine, on board computer, front and side airbags and ABS
brakes. The 206 is a rally-winning model and the Partner is a multi-utility van. The vehicles' emission and ey

safety features meet Euro |1l standards, an Euro Gears statement says.

Jogbani rail

The residents of Biratnagar are Ilﬁa\ly 10 gel somelhmg Ihey ve wan(ed Ior a \ong nme a hroad gauge va\l
link to the neighbouring Indian town of Jogbani. The project, which was inaugurated by India’s rail minister
last week, is expected upon completion in 18 months to facilitate trade between the two countries through

the direct link it would provide to the Kolkata port.

ECONOMIC SENSE
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“The notion that multmatlonals are
harmful is outdated...’

As chairman of
Hindustan Lever and
Nepal Lever Vindi
Banga looks after
Unilever’s South Asia

operations. Nepali

Times spoke to him
last week in
Kathmandu.

Nepali Times: How did you find the business mood in Nepal
during this trip?

Vindi Banga: The mood is quite positive. Our company is strongly
focussed on growth in domestic business, we are seeing that with
proper channelisation of strategy and effort that growth can be
realised. | am looking at an even more aggressive plan for local sales.
As far as the general mood is concerned, | sense one of cautious
optimism. There is a hope that the political stability and law and order
issue will be resolved.

What are the main challenges and opportunities in Nepal

for Lever?

We have enough manufacturing capacity for our current portfolio,
our concentration will be on investing in market and brand
development, in communication, education, in distribution systems
and we will continue to make significant investments over the next
several years.
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Should Nepal change its official calenda to

originated where is out-dated and so typical of the closed mind sets of
some people in Kathmandu. Whether you like it or not, Nepal is a diverse
country of Bahuns, Chettris, Rais, Limbus, Gurungs, magars, Tamangs,
Madhesis and Tibetans. | see no reason to be so puritanical when it comes
to culture. This brand of cultural conservatism stems from insecure minds
who are dead scared of diversity and pluralism

Nepal should use its own calendar as an official calendar because our
present one is based on an Indian emperor.

Sanoj Shakya
The Bikram calendar has flaws which makes it difficult for planning fiscal
years. As for the English calendar, the date cycle repeats predictably and
so is efficient and easy to use.

Manjil Joshi

The Nepal Sambat has a cultural history but is impractical for modern use.

joju
Use the international calendar. Think forward not backward. And it doesn’t
mean we are losing or culture. Culture is never rigid.
Basil Panta
Newars, Bahuns, Magars, Tharus...are all brothers and sisters, like a family.
If one member of the family is feeling cheated, it is wise o see why they
are saying so, instead of lambasting them with insults. To prove to them
that they are not being mariginalised as they are claiming would make
more sense to me. To turn a deaf ear to it would bring crises in future.
Ravi
Our country is rich in cultural diversity, and we should keep it alive. But
changing something like the calendar or the language may just divide
people.

Hemanta Shrestha
Why do we need to change something which is working perfectly fine? If it
isn't broken don't fix it. Simple s that.
Bishnu
Even though | am a Newar, | am a Nepali frst. The development of a
nation does not depend on its calendar. We can follow the Nepal Sambat
for our festivals and traditions. But for official use, neither Nepal Sambat
or Bikram Sambat are suitable.
A Newar
What now? Nepalis have nothing to do? s this the only thing remaining to
be done in Nepal? There are so many other urgent matters besides
changing calendars.
Rajak Sundar, Minnesota

There is nothing wrong if Nepal Sambat is introduced as national calendar
to indicate all our feasts and festivities celebrated according to lunar
calendar. And we can use the Gregorian calendar for solar-based dates.
Then we don't need the Bikram calendar.

Puran Bahadur KC
Avery unnecessary issue. Ifs idiotic to change our calendar. We have
been used to it for generations and let us keep on rolling as we are.

Shailesh Thapa

I don't understand why we are so upset because something is Indian.
Hinduism too originated in India, so should we stop practicing our faith? |
think we should stop defining our idenity by what we are not (Indians) and
should instead define ourselves by what we are. All this ethinic talk of who

“Whoever"
I see no point in discussing things which are pretty irelevant to today’s state
of the country. You people at Nepali Times should think of more pertinent
issues, which really matter to the country. These debates will get us
nowhere.
Maria K
Don't mix poliics, ethnicity, economy, globalisation into this debate. This
pollis about our calendar only. There is no choice but to go for the
international calendar.
Harka Gurung, Tanahu
Since Nepal Sambat is based on lunar calendar on which most of our
festivals along with birthdays are based, it may be useful and easy if our
official calendar is changed to Nepal Sambat.
Suresh Maharjan
Should Nepal change its national animal to buffalo? Should Nepal
change its national bird to crow? Ridiculous questions aren't they? The
main reason why Nepal will most likely not change for the better over the
next fifty years is precisely this attitude among Nepalis.
Bichar Nepali
Is the type of calander we have now a hurdle in our development? If not, let
us try and focus our attention to make our nation economically sound
rather than just creating an environment which is not healthy for our nation,
Do you want to see another Afghanistan in our beautiful land? Let us rid
ourselves of such divisive discussion.
Govinda Pandey
If one is free of prejudice one must agree to discard Bikram Sambat from
Nepal and replace it with Nepal Sambat which should be used for festivals
celebrated according to lunar calendar. And then we can use the Gregorian
calendar for day-to-day administrative work.
Tashi Chiring Sherpa
This is very controversial and dangerous for the unity of multi-ethnic Nepal.
The question of changing a calendar is not of any importance before the
question of changing the economic status of the country. Let us talk about
how we can develop our country economically, technologically and morally.
If we have to change our calendar then let's change to the international
calendar. Otherwise let us stick with the Bikram calendar. It is working ok.
Kishore Manandhar
Since the founder of Nepal Sambat has already been recognised as a
national hero of Nepal it is not an important question whether one accepts
Nepal Sambat as national era or not.
Ramhari Joshi

“Nepal Sambat”?

Some people misinterpret Nepal Sambat as the calendar of only
Newars and this is not true at all. As all our social activities from lots of
ethnic groups are carried out based on tithi (days in Nepal Sambat). It
is a calander that gives us identity as Nepalis. We must use it and
improve relations between various ethnic communities. Let's start this
good effort to improve our nationalism further.
Balaram Shrestha, Tokyo
Is Nepal Sambat the only alternative? What about the calendars
followed by other ethnic communities like Tharus or the Kiratis? Does
it mean that by just being the calendar of a privileged community we
have to accept Nepal Sambat as the only alterative? The best way
out could be following the Gregorian calendar.
Bibek Koirala
I'm very proud that we have fellow Nepalis who can look on Nepali
issues apart of their ethnicity/religion. I'm very proud to be a Nepali
and very glad that Nepal has multiple ethnic groups and religions, but
would like to conserve this Bikram Sambat as it is because its not
about Newar/Gorkha/Tamang/Gurung. It has been the culture of all
Nepalis.
Pradeep
Though | am Newar, | think myself as Nepali first. Just because it has a
word “Nepal', Nepal Sambat does not mean it has to be a national
calendar. Moreover the calendar has not been followed by a wide
range of people in Nepal, but just limited to the vallley.
Rajesh Shrestha
What is going on in Nepal? Are you mad to raise such an issue at this
time? If you quys in Nepal have nothing to do then do nothing, but
please don't destroy the country's harmony. Do something productive,
don't fight over unnecessary things.

Karuna Sharma
| would fike to request all those fellows who are ignorant of the history
of our country to read its history and understand the truth about the
Nepal Sambat. It is not a Newar calendar, but a Nepali one. When it
started 1,122 years ago there were no people called Newar.

Gyanmani Nepal
Nepal Sambat must be introduced as soon as possible. Nepal Sambat
is not just Newar it belongs to all Nepalis

Dhananjaya Subba, Washington
I'am not Newar but | think Nepal is a country of diverse nationalities
and everyone has the freedom to celebrate their ethnic origins, but
when we talk about the nation, we all are Nepalis. We have already
wasted decades and if we still get lost on useless things like this, we will
never get better.
K Silwal

What exactly is Nepal Sambat. Never heard of it
Curious

There is immense opportunity to really build markets for many of

our product categories. The potenti

ial exists because the level of

consumption of our products is very low. The basic challenge is in
reaching people. Television reach in Nepal is not good enough so we
have to rely much more on unconventional media. As you are aware

the Indian government has initiated

Lever leverages local sales

BINOD BHATTARAI

several incentives for investment

An export slump forces Nepal Lever

which have made it economically more viable in some of our product
categories to source from India, and therefore you've seen exports
come down. | think the important question for us is how can we
develop the domestic market faster. Rather than worry too much
about what Indian fiscal policies are, | think we should be spending
more time thinking about what can be done proactively here to
positively drive sourcing, for example by setting up special eco-
nomic zones.

Whenever a big company like yours enters the market of a
small country like ours there is fear that you will over-
whelm local businesses.

Our philosophy at Unilever is that we believe that
our prosperity as a company lies in the prosperity
of the country. We start with that, and then take
steps to match the country’s priorities. You can
see that in every step we have taken in India
over the past 50-60 years, and today we are
one of the largest companies. We've been in
Nepal only for 8-9 years and even during the
time we have provided direct employment to

200 people, indirect employment to more than
2,000, and if you count the number of people
associated with the company—the stockists,
their manpower and traders—it runs into

several multiples. We pay a very large sum

to the national exchequer, we contribute to
training of people who work for us. If you

go to Hetauda you will see what it was 10

years ago and what it is today. It is

vibrant and the contribution is visible. The

notion that multinationals are harmful is

an absolutely outdated one.

What possibilities do you see for developing intra-South

Asian trade?

Immense! There is a lot of potential. | am a great believer and think
we must exploit our own proximity with each other to achieve that
even though most countries are at a reasonably early stage of

economic reform. Trade can go hand in hand in resolving tensions.
Would trade liberalisation after WTO be conducive to busi-
ness?

Ithink so. Joining the global world is a foregone phenomenon. The
only question is that we should prepare ourselves for that. It is very
important for everybody to ensure that they are competitive. You
cannot be competitive at everything. So | think you have to, as a
country, pick and choose areas where you can be competitive.
Countries have to play to their natural strengths.

Where could Nepal start?
One of the big opportunities for Nepal is to hamess hydropower and
leverage that. That is the core capability, which is sitting here,
which no one can replicate. Look at Bhutan
and look at the enormous progress it has
made by hamessing hydropower.
Hydropower and tourism are the best for
Nepal, and you can even combine the
synergies of the two. If you are able to do
away with the passport requirement between
Nepal and India, you can increase tourism. But
tourism will require law and order, stability,
infrastructure, flights.

Nepal and other countries in the region
have a crisis of governance. What lessons
does the private sector have for govern-
ment?

You have to undertake the journey with a coalition
of interests. You have to build consensus with other
political parties, local and global industry, and

judiciary and with the people. The real challenge for
leaders today is to learn how to build this consensus,
choose the path very carefully and use each step to
cement and make the consensus stronger. Give
everybody a little bit to win so that they feel confident about taking
the next step, and the next step and the next step. Sometimes all
you need is one person who has vision. And leaders can make that
difference, because they can make the vision happen.
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“Al these will not be desttoye

Machhapuchhre from Annapurna Base Camp

En route Gokyo from Machhermo. A glimpse of Machhapuchhre above Modi Khola

Nature's weave Autumn morning above Dudh Kosi

Forever untiring Early spring en route Annapurna Base Camp
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DIGITAL NATION

heidea of merging TV and
T the web typically has been

ed with scom, scepricism
and disbeliefamong heavy Internet
users Citics ofthe concept have
pointed out that the Internetisa
“lean-forward” technology ofactive
engagement, whereas TV isa lean-
back” technology of passive
absorpion.

However, market studies have
shown thatat least onen four
Intemetuscrs waches TV while
online,an

replaced by the company's new
UltimareTV platform. And giane
AOLTime Wamer s ollingout
AOLTVard Bothof

by GARY CHAPMAN

Will interactive
Internet television

um into a two-

eaded monster?

It should come as no surprise that the Internet is headed
to a very familiar technology: your television.

loser to whom?

The US is feeling rather warmly
towards China. But this may be
challenged as the focus on Asia blurs.

Cooperation (APEC)in October,
which Bush rtended, o further the

plancincident ncar Hainan Isand in
April this year

Fuming over diesel

LONDON - TSmall particles found in diesel exhaust fumes can
penetrate into the lungs of children, research indicates. The study is
the first offering what is said to be conclusive evidence that PM10,
particles from diesel exhaust, reach, and are taken up by, cells that
reside on the deepest part of the lung. PM10 are tiny particles—less
than diameter—and their ize allows them to
penetrate deep into the lung, where they can aggravate respiratory
disease. Dr Jonathan Grigg and his team at the Institute for Lung
Health at the University of Leicester looked for particles in cells
sampled from the lungs of 22 healthy children—and found evidence
of diesel particles in them all. The level of particles was significantly
higher in children living on a main road, although there was no
difference in the proportion of these particles in children of different

antteroristcause, JiablievestheSepremberattacks

The Bushadumi dChitat ol -, o {
pondediy d . d China'swil © cooperate ages. Tt estimat
Chinaasa srategccompecitor” Ac | the Bushadminisation hatthe eal

the APEC mecring, where Bush

Chinese President ang Zemin, Bush
refeed o Chimaasa “grarpover

from China butfrom terrorist groups
such asal-Qaeda. The Bush adminis-

dits

view of Beijingasan

that there are 24,000 deaths
of adults a year, which can be attributed to the inhalation of PM10.
Dr Grigg said: “This research, which shows particles in cells that
are known to cause lung injury, supports epidemiological studies
which demonstrate an adverse effect of particles on the respiratory
health of children. PM10 are one of the most damaging pollutants
and can penetrate far into the lungs—causing inflammation,

Baijng, “This wasacontrastwith his
former satemens,” sid Ja. “US-

enemy, hesaid. But the newartitude
v China il oy ksifthe US

coughing, respiratory and even permanent damage. This
biological evidence is very important in furthering our understanding
of air pollution and its effects.”

BRUSSELS "The United Nations has ruled uulcreanng atradiional
and is instead

force, Francesc Vendrell, UN deputy
special represema(nve to Afghanistan said recently. But the EU, in
with UN bodies, hopes to resume humanitarian aid to

EUt i Aid Office (ECHO) is finalising
$135 milion in aid for needy Afghans. This includes significant
assistance for the area around Mazar-1-Sharif, a town captured by
the anti-Taliban forces that should allow the establishment of a vital

“hunger belt", about three million peaple will have to rely on aid
agencies to feed them through the winter. ECHO will support three
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TV systems s Linus-bas
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notlikely to convere critics. For
cxample, Microsoft's WebTV—a
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chatallow limited Weband e-mail
accessona TV screen—is being
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still have ch ha hard-

coe Internet users disdain: the low
resolution of current TV scteens,
which makes web pages look
cartoonish and ofien unreadables
the “dumbed-down” look and fecl
of servicesoriented to people who

feclintimidared by a petsonal
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Pincton Grphicsand Sania o
hook high-defnition, digial TV
diretly tothe Internet, The Ch.1
system, which s both the hardware
insidea digital TV and asubscrip-
tion service,allows full access to the
Intenet through any Internet

Service Provider, even high-specd
cbleand DSLservices,and the

g definition sets display web
sense that interactive TV isaimed | pages and e-mail the same way they
primarily atvacuuming users’ appear on computer sreens.
walless. The Ch.1 TV sets offered now

secutity, and human rights. 01 (1ps)

NGOs (Action Contre la Faim-France, SCF-UK and Aide M,dicale

by JEFFREY SACHS

Freedom from want

hen Franklin Rooseveltand Winston

Churchill set forth the Allies” World

War I aimsin the Adantic Charter, they
talked about securing “economicadvancementand
social security” for the entire world. In his 1941
Inaugural Address, Rooseveltsaid that the world
should be founded on four freedoms, including

“freedom from want.” He called for global

cconomicarrangements tosecure or every nation “a
healthy peacetime life for tsinhabitants.”

Dresident George Bush recentlyechoed them
by declaring that “wewill also defeat errorists by
buildingan enduring prosperity that promiscs
more opportunity and betterlives for all the
worlds people.” Thisisaworthy and urgent goal,
butit requiressignificant changes in rich-country
policics, particularly in the US iesclf.

Overone billion people strugele cach day for
mete survival,and many do not succeed. During
the pasttwoyears | have been Chairman ofthe
Commission on Macroeconomics and Health of the:
'WHO. Our Commission received detailed
evidence thatmillions of impoverished people die
cach year because they lack the barest means to sty alive. The mostshocking
h b I bleand treatable h |

prosperity

billion. The WHO Commission estimated that
cightmillon peoplecach year could besaved by
apropety funded effot Americakhas been the

FR) in Mazar-l- that reliefand
aid programmes. Measures for this region include therapeutic and
supplementary feeding centres, special food rations for children,
and support for hospital and clinics. The UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) have
already begun assistance, with help from ECHO. But the WFP is
concerned for the safety of its local staff, problems with communi-
cations, and the coming winter. Doubts also remain over whether
the food is being distributed to the most needy, or whether rival
fighters are commandeering the supplies to feed their armies. NATO
is reportedly considering offering logistical support to ensure the
delivery of humanitarian aid. (ps)

Defeating terrorism through

is a fine concept.
who will foot the bill?

devcloped world stingicstdonor,a fce
unrecognised by Americans. In rcent opinion
surveys, Americans believethey arc the most
gencrousofal, and estimate that America
spends around 20 percent o ts federal
budget on foreign aid. The real figure s less
than one halfof 1 percent! When aid is
measured asa share of GNP, the US i last
amongallrich countries. Many European
countries contributeten imes morcona
rlacive basis.
President Bush further demonstrated
American attitudes on cconomic development
when hesid“trade can conquer povertyand
despair.” Many Americans elive market forces
alone,includingintemational rade,can solve
the problems of poverty. Asa trade cconomist
knowhisis only halfright. Trade docs bencfic
the poor f ich-country markets are opened,
but trade by iselfis not enough. Targeted

e oty b themlionsat s dicaf

But

i 1
Besides, where dis led arowth is nearly impossible to achi

pi ‘malaria, tuberculosis, and AID!
‘The problem s th i d

Americansingings resuln inbighcosts to USscurity. The US ncli-

alot, but

much more than is available to thy Id’s i ished. In the

fbute o sate falure” the technic termfor pliicl collpse, evlutions,

countries, annual health spcnding isaround $11 per person per year, while at
s $33pe peson ey snceded oprovide minimal el seices. Rich

civilwarsatesponsored erorism, and milary coups. When ‘e fires
llowed by cosymilryintervcnionsby he USand s

. Instead they
provide st 2 perpeson: and! b:he»c(h:yar: msting hencedsofhe poor.
il hel,he US and

alles Rich late, racher than
workingto hmdol?mscsandcol]apacmdx: ﬁ(slplac:
It time fotheich o promote sl conomic development throgh

other ri if thi “natural” occurrence,
nfpulm'mlmglm.
Teveryrich bued hofl .
hly 1 cent for d—theresultwould be $25

biliona e, a.um thavould maleieposibleoxtend esenil el

includi for AID! hildren,
ofbed: laria. Rich m it ds

h he needsof the poor and through
open markets that allow the poor to export their way to prosperity. Until
then, the poor will suffer and die unnecessarily, and instability and
political upheaval will reign. 00 (Project Syndicate)

Jeffrey D. Sachs is Galen L Stone Professor of Economics, and
Director of the Center for Interational Development, Harvard
University.
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After the elections

CALCUTTA-
support the Awami League party, defeated in the Bangladeshi
elections, have crossed into India, with tales of rape, torture and
murder, as well extortion and destruction of property. As former
Awami League Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina handed over power
to a caretaker administration last July, the first of the attacks
began against Hindus, who form 10 percent of Bangaldesh's
population. The caretaker chief, former Justice Latifur Rehman,
who has been accused of favouring the fundamentalist anti-
Awami League coalition overlooked reports of the attacks by
alleged supporters of the now ruling coalition. Bangladesh’s anti-
fundamentalist leaders say Hindus were targeted because they
were seen as a huge Awami League vote bank. The size of the
Hindu e\ectovale whﬂse enrollment the Awami League was

t08.2million thi Imost one-sixth of
the total volers. “W Ihey had all voted, there was no way the
Awami League would have lost. But not more than 10 percent
could vote,” says Kabir Choudhury of the South Asian Coalition
against Fundamentalism. (1ps)

India’s Vitamin A tragedy

NEW DELHI - The deaths of 15 children and (he hosp\lal\sanun ol
hundreds more following a Vitamin A supplementation drive in
India's north-eastern Assam state last week may be a classic
case of too much of a good thing. Internationally-known nutrition-
ists, such as C Gopalan of the Nutrition Foundation of India (NFI),
say it was a case of toxic overdoses. Gopalan said the tragedy
underscores the need for India to have “a food-based approach
rather than a medicinal one to Vitamin A deficiency.” He added mat
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“these massive doses should be reserved only for
He hinted that the “‘commercial exploitation of malnutrition” was
linked to a mishandling of the approach to Vitamin A deficiency.
UNICEF, which is responsible for a prophylactic programme
directed against deficiency diseases, especially childhood
blindness, sees no link between the programme and the tragedy.
Maria Calivis, UNICEF representative in India, said: “I see no
correlation between these most regrettable deaths and the
programme. We are still trying to find out what happened.”
Although the reports are not yet released, the central government
has issued a circular directing all states to stop mass Vitamin A
drives. Soon after the deaths were reported, Union Health Minister
CP Thakur, himself a doctor, said that the federal government was
opposed to the Vitamin A campaigns and that the states were:
carrying them out on their own with UNICEF support. Calivis, who
toured the affected districts, said a Vitamin A overdose could not
have produced such disastrous results. UNICEF experts said
Vitamin A supplementation was being carried out in 40 countries
and that it was absolutely essential in states like Assam, where
coverage has actually dropped over the years. “It is all very well
for nutritionists like C Gopalan to talk about leafy vegetables and
papayas, but how many people in this country can afford these?”
a UNICEF expert, who asked not to be named, said. (iPs)
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ANALYSIS

Fighting a war might be possible by
remote control. Rebuilding a country
after that is not so easy.

0000000000000 00000000000000000000

Prlndpal agents rely on proxies to carry out their plans. But you

cannot be sure that proxics will do what you tell them to do, and your
hands may end up as dircy as thei
In Afghanisan, he Usbek and Tajk mliias—Herbi Wahas, Junbis,

The problem with proxy wars

by MICHAEL IGNATIEFF S

proxy from appearing the stooge of the principal agent. The legitimacy of the
prosis o et own people—the Afghanis—epends o theirappcring o
fthe Americans. The ofthe also
depends on not looking like an imperialist. America fought most of its wars
against Communism through proxies. It funded Jonas Savimbi in Angola
when it looked like he would be helpful in overchrowing the Marxist regime
in the capital, Luanda. Unforeunately, all that the principal agent achieved
was complicity in a devastating civl war. In Afghanistan, bin Laden himself
wasa proxy in the jihad against the Soviets. Here, victory was followed by
devastating civil war. Proxies have a nasty way either of disgracing principal

Jamyat Ishami—are the prosies the US has chosen the Taliban.
Whenlastin Kabul, berween 1992 and 1996, these militias fough cach
other and turned the city into the Dresden of the post-Cold War world.
Knowing this, the Americans have tried over the firstsix wecks of the war to
hold them back, bombing Taliban positions just cnough so that they break
apart,but not so hard that the Northern Aliance breaks throu

Abloodbath aftera Northern Alliance victory would be like the revenge
Killings by Kosovarsthat followed the June 1999 NATO victory. In both
cases,the principal agent, nor the proxy, would take most of the blame. A
bloodbath in Kabul or Mazar (captured by the Northern Alliance) would be
played out before  tclevision audience of the cnire Islamic world. Ifawar
against terroris a bactle for hearts and minds, it s hard to imagine anything
thatwould do more harm (o the princpal agents moral case

Contellngaproxy ar fom the i isnotcsy. Too much bombing
and the proxy hto “Too ltle bombing and
the var salemates.Just enotghallows th Taliban o meltavay or chane
sides. Inaddiion oir-power, Americ'sgovernmenthopes o control s
prosies by means ofthe Specal Forces and ‘advisory workingon the

agents or againse them.

Yecitis moral perfectionism to suppose that America can fight a war
against terror without proxics. The only real alternative s o sclffight. Al
Qacda must be hoping to lure long convoys of American soldicrs and their
cquipment into those high, narrow mountain passes where the Russians were
drawn n to their deaths. American strategy would be wise to deny Osama
bin Laden that sarisfaction.

‘The principal agent uses prosies to avoid being sucked into a quagmire.
But depending on prosies puts the principal agent' fate i the hands of
peoplewho may not define victory asthe principal agent does. For awarlord
in American pay, victory might look like sccure control of heroin produc-
tion, cogether with death to his warlord rivals, not an Afghanistan rebuilt on
solid political foundations. The real problems with proxy wars begin once
victory has been achieved. Revenge killings by milicias, score-setcling
berween militias, and batels over turfand resources could inflic still more
agony on Afghanistan. A durable peace, however, cannotbe buil by remore
control prosie. Pesce ill e substantial commitment by the principl

troop assistanc, re-building of

ground. Again, the balance th is delcate. Too
many troops on the ground risks sucking America into the type of ground
war that destroyed the Soviet empire. Too few exposes the principal agent to
the isk of losing control of he proxy :kng&(her The hundreds,posily
housands of Special F round now may be

ospor targets for the US Air Force “nd v he essencially lawless
Alliance troops.

Another consideration essential o fighting a proxy war i to prevent the

Nooncin hto
actually disarm the progics.

“That will be the test of this war: whether a warrior culture can be turned
into  politcal one, whether proxies can become principal agents in their
own righ, rebuilding a country they once devastated. [ (Project Syndicate)

(Michael Ignatieffis Carr Professor of Human Rights Practice, Kennedy
School of Government, Harvard University.)

Stand up for your
community’s rights

The rise of
Comrade Badal
Jana Bhawar, 12 Novernber

Jana Ekata, 12 November

Dalits are barred from entering the very places that have been
built using their skills and labour. They, too, are Hindus, but
the doors of most places of worship are closed to them. Why
is this? Dalits must unite to break the barriers in their way.

They entered the Baglung Kalika Mandir on 15 October.
But the question arises, “Why do Dalits have to enter temples,
and what do they gain by doing so?" Thinking that by entering
the temples they have broken all barriers, is a very shallow
way of thinking and one that will prove detrimental to them in
the long run.

Dalits are in the state they are in today largely because of
the Hindu religion and the reactionaries who use it as a
shield for their own selfish purposes. This religion is a curse
on us—they use our skills to erect places of worship, but bar
us from entering them. Temples are public places, so we
must also have the right to enter and utilise them. Entry into
such places is our right and we need to oppose moves to
stop us.

In our country today, our enemies are very active and they
are inciting people against us. It is necessary for all Dalits to
be aware of this. We will be our own greatest enemies if we
do not unite and make an effort to bring down social barriers.
Our enemies will gain greatly from this. But some of our Dalit
brothers are singing the praises of our enemies, they are
prepared to sacrifice our community for their own personal
benefit. We need to remove such characters from our ranks.

The liberation of all Dalits is a political question. Dalits
should be active in the political arena and Dalit struggles
should become political struggles. The Dalit problem is a
political problem. If our struggle does not turn political then it
will not be very effective, it may even just fizzle out. So it is
incumbent on our struggle to become politicised. We have to
be politically active, but in such a way that it helps our
struggle. We have to organise ourselves, form platforms and
participate in politics.

We know that many political changes have taken place in
the past. Many different people have attained positions of
power and prestige. They said all kinds of things, and we
Dalits have believed them and voted for them. They promised
us the sky. We believed them. But, as you can see, there has
been no change in our lives. We Dalits have been exploited
on all fronts, political, social, economic, cultural, even in the
field of education. Despite all this, we still vote for the same
parties. This will only make our situation worse. From now on,
if anyone speaks in our favour, we should make sure that they
really want to help us and will not make fools of us again.

Many organisations are using our cause to reap economic
benefits for themselves. They are collecting donations in our
name and not giving us anything. It is time we took this
seriously. This does not mean that we should not accept any

help that is extended to us. But we should do so only if those
who come to help us come as equals and with respect. In
fact, we were assisted by human rights when
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i Ithough the Maoistsclim thatthey | in favour ofamiliarysolutin. This d providentfunds—will
Maoms e putforvard for wscarms ordefncs,the cenc abodlearlyshowsharKoimlavants | behandedoverto pubhcschool
them ve thatis no longer true. d tharthe
up. Thesourc: furcher statesthat onlyvayhesesofgeringDeuba | tachos havemadethiodhe main
mostofthe party adre disagree wich | outisby caiming there hasbeena ndaofheprotes.
theflexibilitythe party has shown on ‘The government | ;50 Cieree e s sge .
theisueofarepublic AndBecl, | g lying” situation. Ifthe dalogue with the [lloenss,
whowas neverin fvourof dialogue,is | +or a2 L L L L I thenicwill teachers ill
convinced thatthe alks won't Sanghu 12Novernber definitely givea major boostto totake exams o obainfthey want
producasoluion Sincehevasina . | Deubaandhiscamp. Thevary tokeep theirjobs. They fecl that
minorityin the pary; h avistenceof Koiral askingteachers o ak
thisissuc cair. But now he has Shanta Neupane willbeatstake. insulcand thatitis detrimental o
developedavery good rapporewith | Shanta Neupanelives in Gianagar, thosewho have been teaching for
theamd cadre.Hehaswonthem | Chiwanvithher o daghirsand over 30yearsandarenow doseto
averand b pary | oneson.Sh i recirementage. Many teacherssay
Ieaders knowhisviews, Sourcessay | Dandapani Neupancin 1969 atthe suchamoveisagainsethelav:
that most | ageof 13, Dandapani lved “Theteachers stare thatthe
Thapaswews,w}uchhzsmmd Chipchipe Village Development cxamination s not necesary for
problemsfor the top leadership. Committeein Tanshunandjoined teachers whohave passed the Publi
studentpolitcsin the 1970s.In 1973 Service Commission examinations.
B thecouple migrated to Chitwan. EatliertheNTOand the NNTA
Who is Prachanda Dandapan, memberofthe Maoist had asked thatteachers e provided
Ieadmg" Pary, wasarrested on and offat with teaching permits. To dlear the
8% .| regulrinenals Hewaslstarresied messin the ducation system the
1 12Noverber in 1999 and hiswhereaboutsare not govenment has taken the casy way

we entered the temple in Baglung. We must work for the
liberation of Dalits with an open mind and not fight to take
credit for the work done. Raising slogans will not help,
actions will. If we keep jostling for individual glory, we will
never be free. We must fight to liberate all Dalits. That will
mean freedom for all of us.

QUOTE OF THE

EK

Our main point

that Nepals present constitution is not even a capitalst constitution. The biggest proofis
hat his constitution was not written by elected people’s representatives, or issued by them, or ratified by them.

Maoist idcologuc Baburam Bhattaraiin Kanipur, 21 November

Maoist leader P dy said

yecknown. Even lawsuits that require

Government-Maoist chat: From Godavari, back to Godavari.

HER Budhabar, 21 November

out. Toweed ou teachers who have

} acquired fake certificates the
thathispa duce resuls, Hiswifeh governmentwil now requireall
doesnochaveapolicyofharming | up hopssheissilllooking for him teachers to take an cxarmination
menbesofobeparis Buton | Follvingaecapsfoman G, Sl Koimdaand | i fve yearsof e i I
nightof ber.agoupof | inerviewwwith S theirf et they donot,they willbe
Maoists manhandled Pemba Ringhi When was yourhusband problems for Deuba, but Krishna dismissed. Teachers think that this
Lamaoffunbes Villge Devclopment | arrestec? Were there any Prsd Bhuranissppedinto | fsan nsul o them.
amesio? PrasdBhaanibs peothen.
Hewasarested i the thirdweekof | partytosuppore Deubain very theamendmentwillincrease
Apil1999acaround7.00PMby | possblevay. poliicisarion ofhe education sector.
policein Tehbahal near dhara. My The major party, the Peopl th i it
neighbours Poudel and Sita Adhik UMIL be closer to the hools feel that education should
whoare:mdm[s,gwhlmbﬂng Koiralaside. The informal alli notbeheld letely in the hands
arrested. In fact the b h isvery signi It of th butshould b
whomﬁ)rmedm:abouuheanm seems that the UMLis dto sponsibility of d
‘The govemnment says supporcKoirlascallforanallance | chisithebestway todeciderwhatis
Dandipani's ot s sty | llldmociclos bosorcommuriyhoob.Thy
islying, After ('\e:u[’ all political parti d feel that Il
him himin their leads ingall out to cash takean i inth
Maharsgunj Baralion foramonth. | inon thetroubl unry. | oftheschoolsonceth
Onthe 25" day o hisarrest hewas | And hey arecreting gmrm)ubl: voiceintheday-to-day ffirsof the
blindfolded and allowed to move out for the: country o, ge[\vhat they nmimrions. Theactive interest of
ofhisroom. A policeman who wan, Th work iiesasawhol
. ‘happens to be from Chitwan told me harder to maintain their love for the will be beneficial for the whole
this. Hetold me thatthey aso cunryand thepeople. educatonsecror,
. questioned him. The polceman's Efforsarebobeingmadeto
- description matches the name, address H institutionalise all privateand
. i Tttt | NO licenses communiyshool. The
o o Pokhars Bhakpurandother | Tarun, 12November s g e | governmentwillgiveallnew eachers
plces. I came o know st February exmporay teschingpemision
- thachevwasill, Pariament recendly pasd the withinsicmonthsof ther eing
What steps have you taken to seventh amendment to the hired. Teachers will have to take
locate him? Education Act, which the Nepal the government-administered
In the first week of May 1999, Ifileda Teachers' Organisation (NTO) and. ination within five years of
witwith the Supreme Courtwhich | the Nepal Narinal Teachers receivingteaching permission. If
wasoverruled in the third week of Association (NNTA) have both they do not, they will

June. I fied anotherwritsomedays

vehemendy opposed. The

automatically be dismissed.
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The next big thing

wainingin rock climbing for the st

sixyansoschool and cllege sudens,

Welcome to the
joys of moving
with your
fingertips.

b b d private

improving,particulryafc he

Jdvmm ouroperors werwouldsee

association

of tourists

twaining program and providing more
information on thesport.
isheld wice

increasing their stay by a day or wo.
I comemplanngn: possbliics
| cpal, the

ayearfora minimum of 15 amateur
Nepali limbers. The NMA annually
trainsabout i leat Nagarjun
in Kathmand ngin Solu

discussion often turns to Indoncsia.

While mostofusthink of chearchi-

pelagoas superbdiving country, among
B o Indones s low

Phaplu, a highaldicude region.
Climbingisan adventure sporcints
own right, buritisalso a necesscy for

P wly
gaininga repuration for good climbing,
particulary throughitsindoor

competitions, Outdoor rock cimbings

mountainecring
Since 1998, Eco Himal and the
havealso been ioinh G

yaround Jakaraor ncarby
Bandung, but Sumatra has some pretty
specacrurdoorcimbing s
“Thissort

A jointly g

“Thame, Solu Khumbu, The five-veck
courses include rock climbing, The
o organisations lasc weck aso held
arfshercourseac Nagajuna for

ple ke Aang Norbu, would be
casyto doin Nepal

“The NMA does have rock climbing,
cxpertssuch as Ang Nuru Sherpa,
Prem Bahadur Gurung, Lhakpa Norbu

LHUMAG S hother Asian | alumni of the Sherpa, Kilu Temba Sherpa, Iman
here’splenty hasJapan,the | in Thame. Singh Gurungand Da Gombu Sherpa.
Tsponrhan heeye. And | Philippines and Indonesi L AangNorbu Sherp, alimbing Allofthem weremainedat the Ecole
‘you get to see that dangling faces have been developed i | : le d d'Alpinismein
from one finger offasheer rock face,or | grounds forenthusiastic climbers, SchouImT}nme, sysalot nesdsmbe Francezndu\uld 1phyanimportnc
inching through acrack i a vall that bo(l\locs]m\d'umgn doneto parcin popularising the sporc. But
Il for anyth limbing, Adh enthusiass | alongith thar, wealso need oimprove
chanafern dother private Nepal amongother
Rock dlimbingis perhaps oneof ics have been instrumental in |rckng.u\d(.\ﬁmg,l_\uwouncwr endeavours, building indoor walls ike
the least promoted and under promorting rock cmbing,andslowly, | hear Lbamu Foundation

recogised sportsin Nepal. But
though Nepal hasalong way to go

thesportisentering public conscious-

rockclimbing Aang Norbuis

ness. The NMA has been providing

convinced hat fthe sporc e pushed

isbuilding ncar Maharzjgunj.
Anyoneup foraclimb?

P T T
Hiscdarcn [enk Lanied

|

Climbing the Valley’s rock faces

Kathmandu offers some terrific places for those who like
inching up sheer vertical cliffs with their fingernails.

Few people know that you can go climbing in the Royal
Park of Nagarjuna near Balaju, a 20-minute walk north-
west of Kathmandu. For a Rs 10 entrance fee, beginners.
and experts can have their pick of several cliffs within the
park. The best one is about three km inside, from the
entrance walk up the road that leads to the army check-
point, just before the post, there is a track leading off the
right which in five minutes gets you to a 10-12 m granite
face. There are several piton equipment routes up this of
varying degrees of difficulty.

The other interesting, though less explored, climbing
site in the Valley lies north of Kathmandu on the slopes of
Shivapuri adjacent to the Bishnumati river. The cliffs here
are black granite, and need more effort, if not more exper-
tise. To get here, head west past Budhanilkantha school
and climb up along the left bank of the Bishnumati. The
track passes through paddy fields before entering the
Shivapuri Wildlife Reserve, where the cliffs are.

F i vl
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NEPALITERATURE by MANJUSHREE THAPA

THE CRITIC AND THE POET:
Govinda Bartaman

Unlike most progressive poetry—which can be emotive but
simple, resorting to common tropes that are easily under-
stood by the Nepali everyman—Govinda Bartaman's
poems require readers not just to work their hearts, but
also to tax their brains. There is a studied,

FILM REVIEW

Iegend of K Rowling—lone

mother, would-bevwriter, church-
mouse poor, siting n alocalcafe for
warmth and wiingdown ths words

I sthereanythingasexcitingas the

timbre to his work that comes, perhaps, from his work as a
literary and social critic. (He is one of the clear logicians in
the progressive ranks of Nepali literature today). In the
poem below, Bartaman uses the symbol of a walking city—
and the menacing image of its unstoppable, stalking
legs—to reflect upon the increasingly fast-paced, greedy
and heartless nature of life in Kathmandu.

THE CITY’S LEGS

On streets cleansed by currents of coins
the city's legs walk

to crowds and deserted comers

to pubs and parlours

to casinos and bars

hauling all the goings-on of the body

The city's legs walk endlessly, without tire

With the same haste that national disasters feel
to generate headlines in daily newspapers

the city's legs pace back and forth

in the aggrandisement resembling vile makeup
on the faces of all the front pages

The city's legs walk endlessly, without tire

Storing sleep in a tranquilliser pill

they walk all night through a jungle of pitches
Sometimes they ride all night

upon the horseback of words

circling the unbounded world of their own idiocy
When they step down, hungry

they gorge on the blood of time

They ordain every shoe in the world

a master, not a slave

And currying favour with these shoes

they forge ahead to stalk the marketplace
No, the city's legs never tire

There are many of us like me here
Emerging from the hush of our brains

our insufficiencies and our legs

walk to factories and to offices

seeking work and conducting work
seeking loads and carrying loads

tiring as they walk

walking as they tire

Among these legs, my own legs walk now
towards rice grains and lentils

towards the vegetable market

These are but food products

sometimes they are available

sometimes not

On days when | can't find a face

for the body that | have erected

my legs disappear into my own eyes

and stride towards brutal dreams

In my dreams, the butt ends of rifles

My legs become bloodstained as they walk
From nearby the city's legs

chant slogans of the global village at my legs
Tell me if anything can be done

to stop the city's legs which become

more and more brutal

with each new rise of day

The most dangerous thing—
These days our city has started
gorging on human flesh

and the city's legs

are out stalking for prey

This poem was originally printed in the “Koseli” section
of Kantipur .

Il1m'Porrer1mlrhePh:lmupheu
Stone: “He'l 1

lines from asensual, but almost
immobile mouth, he comers of which
arctumd resoluly down.

The young prince oflight himsclf
isplayed by Daicl Radclifle, who has
charmand alovely, open fice, though
heissubrly burdistincrly outclassed by

woul dn cbesurprised ftoday was
Harry Poteer Day in furure—therewill
bebookswrittenabout Harry—every
childin our world will know his
name!” Was thereacrash of thunder
outside? Did the sky fill wich portents?
Did the cafe ill with owls?

Tecerainly ought o have done.
Tharwasthebcgimingofthe

his pals. Th howa touch
more ively than Harry himsclf, who
accepts hisdestiny and heroism witha
kind of evennessborderingon
insouciance, and i never roubled with
v doubtsor reversals thatare not
yerased. Rough-and-ready Ron's
Rupert Grin, plying a muted Jack
'Wild to Daniel's Mark Lesterand
Emma Wason s the magnificenc

temare Hary Pt tjcor,
q

Hermione: imperiou
he

wjectory lyend inthe radition
2007 ith ibl jected h the subordi Enid Blyton girl.
b

HP movie fmm \X/.\mu by which

orshad people whisper “You are bue
morcal” in theircars. Maybe JK
Rowlingemployssaffto send hr Jar-
Jar Binks merchandisc.

Avany rate thisrchly accom-

it e

‘§m1nCnvgs
design come toggrher superbly. My jaw
dropped atthe magnificentshotsof
Hogwarts central hallway, withits
moving suircascsand animated,
chattering portrie. The central
Quiddichocene.

quickest, appiestwoand a halfhours
you'lspend i the cinema, made me
very nostalgic not for boarding
schools, CS Lewis or Angela Brazil, bue
for theold-fashioned prc-11 Septem-
ber cultural news event, In those
innocentdays, giant global phenomena
for the west sprang from the culture
industry—Madonna, Hannibal,
amazon.com—and theirnewswordhily
disruptive implications could be
chewed overin the knowledge that our

played whileflyingona broomstick is
supremely exciting. No Econian will

ever pinefor the wall gameas much as
Hogwars fantasists will love Quidditch

by PETER BRADSHAW

Harry Potter: the film

JK Rowling’s schoolboy sorcerer provides

K

and they l akeie
“Thomas Hughes and Dr Arnold ever
ook rugby foorball

‘And those houses! Can it really be
tuethatin 2001, children from
Amersham to Zambia can be made to
careaboutwhich wackily named public
school “House”the tarsgecinto? The

childs fantasy lfe: the fear of abandon-
mentcoupled with the chrill of
liberacon.

Harry's dad isa smiling, middle-
aged, speccy version of himself. His
mum is—well tll, auburn-haired,
serious-looking, very much ikea

the quickest, zappiest two and a half
hours of entertainment you'll ever see.

HP saga might conceivably ival the
Bond movicsfor saying powwer, and it
isintercsting,and challenging, that
Harry s set o age n real time, taking
hisfansalongwith him through the
rocky rond ofadolescenceandbeyond.
Evenjuston tsown, csawidly
successul picture, and | grinned with
Burl

peaceand plenty wercessencally answerisyes. Th g | corinbessclingchidren'sauthor. | plesreallthevay throu
undisurbed.So Hary Porer dibeirhouseby theralkingla | Theirsrsphiclycl : couldn'thelp thinking that however
ensational, th H: h hall 1ik ! ikes them look like 1l d it is, the movie is

arry
Porcer,issid tobe, variously, a rbuke

much asthe master’sspecchiin

\upuman sparcns ol and L,

addressed to fans, mdm than a general

loyaltes

topoliiclconscnes, arpudinionof | Charosof i, inwhich umes Kalelin | audience.ltak
thefllaytharchildrenvantadour | youngC: : paceshipand bl o | esentiallyforgranted, withou, ke
eing Caius men was beore the planec Kypron other movies, needing o persuadeand

reflction ofbroken'

strife, and a clarion call for literacy
and reading

adecplyand fascinatingly diffren
(hmg from bing sy, Tumry men

explodes, O even, darewesy it
Joscphand Mary themsclves, Cerainly

exciteus from firseprinciples. For the
momens, hiishardlyaproblem. At

Chiis Columbussmviis Harry'sdad in bn\asa( childenand
notbleinits urcersubs e differenceb Slytherin,the | Harry's world by Dumbledore dulsali

writtenword: itis ightly, shrewdly | house for wlented white haird hitc beurdodd joyallaround me: Lwas th
respecefulofthe book, clarly very 1ndp(mr()|dHumtpuffrhc}mu}eﬂsr figure. kesnobones | tradicional i

reluctantindecd o alienareany parcof
the 100 millon-strong reading

wimpsand nerds.
Director Chris Columbus playsall

whateverabouc Voldemores Luciferian
background.thewiard whochalloged

fanbasc, and v tiny asiccanbe | a and fell from grace, and now,
(o Peces the Polergeis) havc been plyed stright—and hankfulynever | vith awhiffof sulphur, peruadeshis
loudly regretted by the fithful. wvistany

Exercsingher s ous, he ofthestoryforaduithughsorimpose | onlythepover”

Aswith the alamitous Phantom

Menace,aterrble cretive complacency

and scerosiscan so asily scin. Arthe

endofa fantsticilly cnjoyable 152

minute, theold adage“Leave them

wanting more” poppedunbiddeninto
d. S

and British accents, and. hrr Hullv—

anextralayer
mrmhw which “uuld have hccn

ing for
capism are il gadshedid
Onlywhen the time comes o film
Harry Potcerand the Prisoncrof
Akaban might cchocs from theoutside
worldstat tointrudeagain.
Asalltheworld knows, Harry s
thelitle wizard boy, orshould that be
wizard e boy, whose magus parents
Lilyand James were kiled by the

unerlv d It

makingsofan epic eries than this. It
s g, Ihas wings. I has broom-

uld
have happencd 1fTerrnyl[mmhad

ticks for on. The great

my
decade,the HP franchisewill esthat
axiom todestruction.

(The Guardian)

been hired rodircctic 1 h
rulmgumuwmﬂdmmmloumd
with precisly chis wnof\\mng-
headed, patroising loopiness Or if
notthat exactly,chen icmight have
lookedlke awmmmmum

unspeakable Voldemor (shiihhhh).
Bucheis then delvered to his Muggle,
icnon-magician, civian auncand
undle,and beastly faccousin, o be
bulied unil Harry is whisked offto

anderlandor Tm Windin che
Willows,in which TV comedy starsare
knowingly atexed upas thewelHoved
lead charactes. Columbus's movie,
aleitcosered e il oche

lnmk never u}k de

for ¥
allowed tosay “bloody” oabeak
without gecing into woubleand where
Hanyis ttored i the ar of potions,
spels, and ridinga broomsick. Heis
watched over by the headmaster
Dumbledore: awiscly bearded and
snowy-haired Richard Harris,whose
habirualand very slight away-with-the-
faircs screen presence i hereabsolutcly
right, Harrisis asssted by the peppery
disciplinarian Professor McGonagall:a
very Jean Brodic-ish Mageic Smith.
an Hartisthe dmid Professor
Quirrel and Alan Rickman luxuriates

inthe role of Iy, hilariously

It imn investment of seriousness
whichisrepaid when wearriveatthe
bigemotional centrepicee, farmore
imporant than Harry'satdle to
retricve the Philosopher’s Stonciself,a
plot poincwhich,on the creenas on
the page,isdissppointingly fudged.
“Thiscrunch is when Hary secsa
vision ofhisdead parentsin the fabled
Mirrorof Eriscd, the nchanted glass
which,asi name hins, reflect the
onlooker'sdecpest desire. Harry
Porttr' story—hisoppression by the
Mugglesand then the empoverment
e el

siniser Severus Snape, speaking his

without the fact of his parents’ death. It
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES

00 Festival of French Films 12 feature films presented by the French Embassy and Alliance
Francaise. All films subtitled. Free passes at the French Embassy (Lazimpat), Alliance Francaise
(Thapathali), Chez Caroline (Babar Mahal Revisited), Himal Media (Sanchay Kosh Building,
Pulchowk), Tik ‘n Tok (New Road). 27 November-2 December, Russian Cultural Centre.

EXHIBITION

00 Kenichi Komatsu 2001 Exhibition and sale of photographs by Japanese photographer of
Mustang, Dolpa and pilgrimages to old Nepali temples. Organised by Japan-Nepal P
Exchange Society. 22 November-7 December, Nepal Art Council, Baber Mahal. 220735

00 Digital Art 1995-2001 by Jyoti Duwadi. Until 26 November. Siddharta Art Gallery Baber Mahal
Revisited. 411122

00 Colour of my mind Paintings by Mona Ghosh. 20 November-2 December, Alliance Francaise,|
Thapathali. 241163

EVENTS

00 Nepali classical dance and folk music  at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and Buddhist gods
Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400. Nepali folk
tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30Pm onwards, hotel restaurant. Hotel Vajra, 271545.

00 Siemens Action Asia Himalayan Mountain Bike Race Series 2001  Final event 24 November.
Open to all, five race categories, great prizes. Himalayan Mountain

Bike. Info@bikingnepal.com. 437437 —F

00 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance

Francaise Sundays and Tuesdays 4.30PM-6.30PM, 241163. At ey

Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30PM-8PM, Saturdays 1.30PM. |‘ - o
434024, 434830

00 Visions 2001: The World Of Fashion ~ Nepali and Indian profes- . B

sional models model ethnic and modern ensembles designed by top Nepali designers. Mod-
elled clothes and jewellery on sale. Rs 1,500, including dinner. Baber Mahal Revisited, 23
November 6PM. Tickets at Baithak, K2 (251647), and Chez Caroline (263070).

00 Ganesh's Trunk Exhibition and sale of Christmas ornaments and cards, hand-painted
baskets, woven Thankas, paper products, jewellery, hand crafted soaps and herbal products,
Newar wood carving, luxury homeware, cashmere and silks, carpets. Raffle with prizes to benefit
the Harelip Project. 24 November, 11AM- 6PM Hotel Yak & Yeti.

00 Blast from the past Sixties theme night with Rusty Nails, Red Sky Walkers, Robin & Looza.
28 November, 6PM onwards, Radisson Hotel. Rs 450 including one beer or soft drink. 423888

Music

00 Live acoustic music Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday and Sunday at the Himalatte
Café. 7.30PM-10PM 262526

00 Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin band|
on Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7PM onwards, Shangri-La Hotel. 412999

00 Live music by Catch-22 Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 %

ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant. 414336

EATING OUT

00 Afro-Caribbean night with music and speciality food. Rs 500, 30
November, La'Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque, Pulchowk. For

reservations ring 525290.

00 BBQ and Thai buffet dinner  every Friday with live band Las

Sonidos Latinos. Adults Rs 500, children under 12 Rs 250. Taxes extra
Summit Hotel, Sanepa. 521810

00 Far Pavilion Indian cuisine with Sapana Pariyar and Suresh

Manandhar. Everyday except Tuesday. 8PM-11PM, The Everest Hotel

00 Spa Rejuvenation Cuisine ~Special brunch offer with use of health

club and swimming pool. 25 November, 11.30AM-5PM. Rs 750 Hotel Yak & Yeti
00 Himalayan Feelings Fusion band every Friday night with full Sekuwa dinner and complimen-
tary beer or soft drink. Rs 555 per head, Rs1010 per couple at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

00 Le Cafe des Trekkers New Tibetan and French restaurant. Special 10 percent discount on
Nepali menu until 7 December. Jyatha, Thamel, opposite Hotel Blue Diamond. 225777

00 Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Satur-
days and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675

00 Rox Restaurant Traditional home-style European cuisine from a wood-fired oven. Steaks,
trout, roasted vegetables, desserts. Hotel Hyatt Regency. 491234

e

GETAWAYS

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per
head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

00 Escape to Jomsom Two nights, three days, B&B package with tours and Pokhara-Jomsom
return airfare. Expats $250 per head. Valid until New Year. Jomsom Mountain Resort. 434870
00 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests.
Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari.
keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

For inclusion n the listing send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER
=

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

Not much to report. The westerlies travel across Iran
and Afghanistan, and then just when it looks like they
are headed our way they veer off northwards to the
Pamirs. This is why Nepal has only seen the edges of
several of these fronts in the past two weeks.
Western Nepal has received a dusting of snow, but
otherwise it has been an uncharacteristically warm
and dry November so far. And it looks like it will stay
that way for the foreseeable future. What this means
is dry days ahead, thicker ground fog in Kathmandu
Valley and z further drop in minimum temperatures,
while the maximum stays at a balmy 24,

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fii Sat Sun Mon Tue
24-07 24-06 23-06 24-05 23-06

YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

BOOKWORM

Buddhist Sculptures in Tibet Ulrich von Schroeder

Vol I: India and Nepal 655 pp, 766 illustracions (749 colour, 17 half-cone) Covers
Gandhara, Swat, Pamir, Kashmit, Himachal Pradesh, and Pala, Lichhavi and Malla
styles.

Vol IL: Tibet and China 675 pp, 987 illustracions (949 colour, 38 half-tone) Covers
theorigin, development, technical and ricual aspects of Tibetan arc through the

Imperial and My ds, andalso Chi I sculprures from the Ming
Dynasty.

Visual Dharma Publications, Hong Kong

Rs 111,650

From the Scared Realm: Treasures of Tibetan Art from the Newark Museum

Valrae Reynolds

Preste, Munich

Rs4,595

“The Newark Museum’s outstanding Tibet ollection started with objects brought & N

back by the missionary Dr Shelcon from his say in castern Tibet from 19040 1920, {48 J

“The collection, anging from the 11% to the 20 century, includesitualslk brocade
garments,painted leather picces,ceremonal ilver objects, intricately worked h'h
omaments, prayer wheels, and Buddhist paintings and ying |
essays discuss Tibetan culture and present senes of everyday lif,the ole of the
obility and the official Buddhist establishment. Pre-1950 black-and-white p it
graphsarealsoincluded.

ulprure

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

For immediate hire  Toyota Land Cruiser. Three-
door, air-conditioned, CD player. Excellent condition,
great price. No brokers. Contact 9810-4192.

Tolet Spacious fumished apartment near
Jawalakhel Zoo. Two bedrooms, two bath, large
living-dining, modern kitchen, looking
garden. Quiet surroundings. Contact Mrs Singh at
524389,

Kodari Eco Resort _ Peace in natural surroundings,
good views of Nepall Tibet border, jungle-covered
mountains, Buddhist monasteries, ancient Shiva
cave. Hike to villages with various ethnic groups,
vantage points to Himalayas. Comfortable accommo-
dation, attached bath, balcony or terraces, good
food, friendly service. 480262, kodari@mos.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant
and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15
percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort _ For canyoning, rafting,
trekking at Tibet borders, Professional Development
Program, Leadership Courses and many more.
425836/425894. info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Best Room in Thamel _ Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves. Quiet,
private, and a great view. US$5 per day. Contact
John 548119

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest”,
“highest", “first" or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

Stupa View and Restaurant & T errace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on
fullmoon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

HMB Mountain Biking _ Have your bike serviced or
repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the
HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and parts
available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired.
New and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and Expeditions.
437437,

Gourmet weekend_for Nepalis and expatriates at
Naked Chef, Nagarkot. B&B, three-course interna-
tional gourmet dinner, transportation both ways. Rs
1,100. 417386, 680115

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

[EIE]C] on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Aureft &av
BBC Aursft &=v

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

TONI HAGEN

KUNDA DIXIT

OFF THE BEATEN TREK

s the castern sky turns from
grey o pink, silhouetting the

the

the horizon, dwarfed by the saw-
tooth summits of the nearer
Rolwaling mountains,is Mt

sky,afew carly riscrsare huffing
and puffingalong the pine ridge.
‘They are racing the sun to the top
of Champadevion Kathmandu
Valley's southern rim.

Butthe sun i rising a the
specd of the carth’s rotation, and
pretty soon the first rays catch up
with the climbers and bathe the
dew-wet pine forestin a warm
golden glow. Below, the sceneis
primordial, the fog covering
Kathmandu likea blanketat the
exact heigh of the lake that was
once there, Only the templeat the

Everest. You'll mis itfyou don't
knowwhete tolook, butthe
bhadgaonle topioutline of the
world’s highest mountain s
unmistakable. Gauri Shankar's
imposing west face is in shadow
and despite being more than 100

the car climbs up the hll,you
break through the mist to be
accosted bya sky full ofsars.
Venusisrising behind Phulchowki,
just beginning to be visible n the
pale pre-dawn o the cast. Take
the turnoffto Hattiban Resort,
and climb the narrow, seep,
serpentine bends through pine

forests. Pass the resortand drive up

km away, it hasa
presence, Welcome to
Kathmandu’s best-kept secret
‘The Champadevi Sunrise.

Start carly. Iflethargy o
hangover conspire to keep youin
bed, persevere. This time of ycar,
5.00AM isa good time to starc off,
f hesun rises carly and

another long the ridge
and park the car. The smell offresh
airafter the saleair of the Valley
flooris o intense that the oxygen
makes you dizzy.
‘The climb o Champadevi

should take onc-and-a-halfhours,
and the lastbit to the round and

wopof Kirtipurand !
golden stupa pierce through the
mistlike slands.

To the norch, the snow
pyramids of Dorje Lakpaand
Langang reflet the yellow light
and loom over the Valley. Along

sethes lyand your
progressalong the Dakshinkali
Road will beslowed by fog, By the
time you pass Chobhar, the fog will
beas thickas pea soup, mixed up
with the overnight dust from the
cement factory smokestack. Bucas

at6,200 fs steep.
The more adventurous can

morespectacular. The great thing
about this hike is you can just keep
walkingalong the ridge for s long
asyou can take it Some hike right
up to Chitlang Pass and descend to
Thankot, ut this wil take you the
whole day. Unlike other tourisc
arcasaround the Valley, thereare
no resorts, and the likelihood of
secing other hikers s minimal.
Take plenty of water, there are
no streams or water sources. One
greatway to fnish off your
Champadevi dlimbis to makea
leisurely descent to Hattiban Resore
(keepingan eye outfor the abun-
danebird lfe), order brunch and
stay around for tea while watching
the haze clar from Kathmandu
Valley laid outat yourfeet,

HAPPENINGS

PREMIER AND HERO: Prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba unveilinga
statue of national hero, Shankadar Shankhwa in Thimi on 16 November to
mark the Newari New Year 1122.

HAIR TODAY: Indian hair stylist Sylvie with beautician Dolly Singh with
trainees of the National Hair Institute at the Royal Singhi Hotel on 20
November.

VAHYHOVHITYE NIN 'SOId TIY

THINKING ALOUD: South Asian participantsata conference on “Region-
alism and the Nation State “organised by HIMAL South Asian magazine at
the Dwarika’s Hotelon 18 November.

idgeand climb
another two hours to the summic
of Chandragriat 8,700 f, from
whee the views of the Himalaya
from Dhaulagiri o Everest arc even
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

NEPALI SOCIETY

ighteen months after
they were born joined at

the head at Prasuti Griha

in Thapathali, twins Ganga
and Jamuna are back in

b

d latent vig
endearmentlend the songan ominous sense offorcboding.

itslfhasbecome uncergain.
Lecstakeanother popular Nepalisony

yesterye
atime when the world
was young, love was sweet, whil through the mediurm of
musicthe Nepali public getsa esson n horticultureand the
cthe ! reanc

theinsect P

Mamahuri hun Radha,
Timiaanp ko manjari hau.

My good friend Salil asisted mein translating it chus:

Tamabee, Radha,
You are amango tree.

Isce some dancingin theaisles, o et me presenc

These conjoined
sisters, the youngest Nepali
duo to hit world headlines,
were separated at the
Singapore General Hospital
in early April. The operation,
initially expected to last 30
hours, ended up taking the
team of about 20 expert
surgeons over 90 hours to
complete.

There have been only four
instances of twins joined at
the head being successfully
separated and it was, if
nothing else, an extremely
expensive undertaking.
Neurologist Dr Basant Pant
says Nepali doctors did a

job, but the
operation was impossible in
Nepal due to lack of equip-
ment. Even in Singapore, the
procedure could only be

because after
news of the twins' plight hit
the headlines, generous

another popular folk tune, t Banskota:
Rato tika nidharma, talakka alkiyo
hereare hings that distinguish human being Chhai bhit lkiy
from non-human ones. Humans, forinstance, have Eh, bijuliko ar, @, tar....
thewell-known tendency to sprout fur under their Phursata bhaye, eh haju, bh ib
armpits, whereas other lesser mammals whose
ampis I} ingp i brighl
thisardile, don’t Iso the only speci Flame of ingi fercel
ide from the Common Himalayan Blue-throated H icity wire, wire, wire...
Bush Charthar, icand sing, How I wif you' lreadh
the genes responsible for music evolved in early
isstilla matter of conjecture in the scientif Here, the lyricist has leverly shown us the connection
communityac large, but the latest theory s that our primate by high-vol ision lineand th
de rudi i fier  Then, subly, he drives home the' thatour
ahard day of hering and stalki hsin  nation’ in the prudent harnessing of our
i L i d taking ¢ -historic ‘hydropower il so th i il have the

showers. This s why,to this day, my significant other sings
popular Nepalifolks songs whileinthe tub, In fact, sheis
doingsoeven aswespark.

S hoseof uswho have mad.

p g

leisureto rendenvouson weekends.
Hydropowerisa recurring themein Nepalifolk songs,

aswe anscein thisnexone which s he lamentofa paan-

N
multplevists to Bhojan Griha know, arca fiscinating
blend of thythm, mlody and poctic yrics ltisthe
harmony ofthesethree important musical clements hat
make Nepalifolk soirrsisible. There s nota trekker who
does notleave thi humming Resh il

h

rkingi i Project

itisto power

Pankopac
Maya cimiki samjhanchhu din ko raac
isalala

beine fisked amidst heightened hed

gate. haveoften wondered atthe populaity ofhat

Daling betelleaf,
i

particularsong, and icis
thelyricsthat makeit the hot favouice. The wordsare
imbued with deep symbolism and relevance. Take the
second stanza of the chorus:

Ek nale banduk. Dui nale banduk. Mrig

uday and.
Like thelean season flow of the Marsyangdi.

And tis when the river goes dry because all the water
i o

the urbines that trouble
of psychos

h

in paradiseand th

Mrigahimailetake ko hoina, maya b dake ko.

Dhunge bagara,daji dhunge bagara

Transation: Mayachhadaichha halla nagara.
One-barrel gun, two-barrel gun, aiming ata deer.

Pm notaimingatno deer. Rocky bugger, rother, rocky bugger
Prmaimingatyou myd OK, OK, Tlovey Inatup alecads

came in from
Singaporeans and Nepalis.
Bhushan KC and Sandhya
Shrestha now have enough
money to take care of the
medical expenses of their
children for the next few years.
The twins are said to be in

reasonable health and are
now at home in Kathmandu

Headline twins

with their parents. Bhushan
and Sandhya say Jamuna is
the more active of the two, but
Ganga is also slowly perking
up. However there is one
small problem. Because the
children had been living in an

Anglophone environment for
close to a year, they seem to
respond more to English than
to Nepali. “No matter,” says
delighted grandad Arjundev
Shrestha. “I'l talk to them in
English.” 0
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