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by KUNDA DIXIT

Let’s get this over with

Maoists broughe ehis on themselves.
They willfully took the “people’swar”
to the next phase o bring down this
country's constiutional monarchy and
parliamentary democtacy. While there may
have beena few other options,itis clear
why the clcted government decided
declarea tate of national emergency.

By breaking the ruceand the alks to
artackthe Royal Nepal Army last Friday, the
Maoists knew exactly what they were
getting into. They must have foreseen
how the government would respond, they
must have known it would plunge the
country into civil war. And yet they went
ahead and did it. Why?

Tewas citheran exaggerated sense of
their own strength and a complete mis-
reading of regional geopolitics. Or, it
indicates a deep-seated division in the
leadership i which the hardliners now have
the upper hand, and the cadre have run
away with theagenda.

Eitherway, the country s now iniforthe

I-e( us be perfectly clear about this: the

This campaign must be brought to a
swift and effective conclusion with the
least amount of Nepali blood shed.
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Here in Nepal, civil socicty, media,
human ights organisations and the

ia must understand this if
they are to be true monitors of the

) kinga heavy beatin theywent forarmed strugele, the Maoists'is dand mm\ anda d from those years.
Asrepeated ofen, the killingof Nepalis | sillin Jidcal cause. Adchinged | ofinternec

by Nepalscannot beavictory foranyone. | Maoistmovementisthe bestbet thatthe Eme[gcuclcsare notprety. [n1975-77,

Bu thatis exactly what the ilente thepolii asit Indira

doing thes pst years, and now thetables | shovi. There asavays ben spaceforhei Gand.h( and her son Sanjay used itto try

may tun. The Royal Nepal Army, which | ideologyinthe parlamentary arena. and rid the country of all it ils the

has held is fire for so long, now has the
difficultjob of bringing this campaign toa
swiff, effective and conclusive end with the

leastamount of Nepali blood shed. The

Impatient for power, the Maoists took
avilentshortcut herthangothe ong-

Nagalites were mowed down in West
Bengl, trains ran on time, and there were

hon of political
“They decided on a e-tun of the Shining

forced Itis important o
understand that unlike the socialist

Nepali Emergency just begun: they can
guard against its possible misuse. This is
atest for our institutions: parliament,
government, monarchy, judiciary,
bureaucracy, army and police. It will be

longhaul, and th focus of th mustclearlybeto | Pachin the Himalaya. During the past four | Jayaprakash Narayan and others who the alertness of media and civil society
clash between insurgentsand soldiers isa disarm the rebels and get them o surrender, | months of truce, they also realised that Indira had itin for, Sher Bahadur thac will ensure democracy emerges
reality. Allindications from the fistweekof | rather than to climinate them. Thearmy | thereisa lot else that comes out of the Deuba’s emergency is dirccted solelyat | stronger from this test so it can at last
amyaction are thatafier Dang, wherethe | can only neutralise the Maoiists, it cannot. | barrel ofa gun: criminalisation of aonce- | the Maoists. It must also be said that deliver socio-cconomic development to
RNAwas caught napping, the Maoistrank- | solve the “Maoist problem”. Even though | valid struggle, crosion of discipline, lackof | Indian demaocracy has stll not recovered | all Nepalis. ¢
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Q. Should mbemﬂ-edmdsam
efore furthertalks? .

BINOD BHATTARAI . . ..

1949 (3006 BS): Pushpalal Pradhan A blow-by-blow account of the emergence of the Nepal Communist Party

fomed reNepdl it Py (Maoist) from its inception, through the splits in the communist movement,

(NCP). Ideology was closer to the then

Soviet Union than Mao's China. tts brief honeymoon with paﬂlamenta?r democracy, the start of the bloody

y

1971 (2028): Mohan Bikarm Singh (MBS) people’s war” to the present state of national emergency.

formed “Central Nucleus” patterned after

the Chinese communists. 1994: The NCP (Mashal) split again. The by Krishna Prasad Bhattarai won the trated street riots sparked off by rumours.

Election Commission did not recognise majority in parliamentary elections. of Hrithik Roshan remarks.

[ Toaves 1230 | | | 7 (2031 MBS organises the Fourth - yne faciion led by Baburam Bhattaral and  Bhatarai appointed Deuba o find a way
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Convention and formalised the NCP split.
The Maoists are latter-day offshoots of
this stream.

1983 (2040): Singh's NCP (Masal) split
again, softer leftists stay with Nirmal
Lama. Hardliners split again, Mohan
Baidya (who now goes by the nom de
guerre Kiran in the Maoist ranks) walked
away with those believing in Mao-style
revolution and formed the NCP (Mashal).

1989 (2046): Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
Comrade Prachanda, took over as general
secretary of the Mohan Baidya stream.

1990 (2047): NCP (Mashal), Nirmal
Lama's faction and other smaller groups
came together to form Ekata Kendra
(Unity Centre). Masal decided to boycott
general elections, so Baburam Bhattarai
joined Unity Centre which won nine seats
in the 1991 (2048) polis to become the
third largest party in parliament. The
United General Conference which
convened the same year approved
Prachanda’s plan to launch a ‘people’s
war” and out-voted Nirmal Lama's “mass
uprising” line.

1992 (2049): The Unity Centre fared
badly in local government elections, and
the party formally had a name change:
NCP (Maoist).

the Maoists, instead approving the United
People’s Front. The “optionless” Maoists
boycotted the 1994 mid-term polls. Some
years later the court ruled that Bhattarai's
was the legitimate party, but it was too
late.

February 13, 1996: The United People’s
Front of Baburam Bhattarai submitted a
fist of 40 demands to prime minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba that it wanted met by 17
February. But the Maoists went on the
offensive four days before the deadline
attacking the police post in Rukum,
Rolpa, Gorkha and Sindhuli.

November 1994-May 1999: Political
disarray, coalition government with every
political alliance of Right and Left, and
an epidemic of corruption favoured the
rapid spread of Maoist activities. The
government tried to crack down the Maoist
activities twice. “Operation Romeo”
investigated and arrested suspected
Maoists. Operation Kilo Sierra (1998/99)
was a search-and-arrest campaign in the
midwest. Police atrocities peaked. The
Lokendra B Chand government set up the
Dhami Commission to find ways to resolve
the crisis, but he was ousted and that was the.
last time anyone heard about the report.

May-June 1999: The Nepali Congress led

out of the Maoist crisis, and he held
informal talks. Deb Gurung and Suresh
Ale Magar, senior Maoist leaders, were
freed in the give-and-take.

March 2000: Girija Prasad Koirala ousts
KP Bhattarai, accusing him of failing to
maintain law and order. Koirala takes
over, promising to even use the army to
fight the Maoists. There is a debate
about who controls the army: the prime
minister or the king.

25 September 2000: In the biggest and
most audacious attack of its kind, about
1,000 Maoists raid Dunai, headquarters
of Dolpo district in which 14 policemen
are killed. Koirala wanted to send the
army in hot pursuit, but the brass balked.
Home Minister Govinda Raj Joshi
resigned in protest four days later.

27 October 2000: In the first ever one-to-
ane between government and Maoists,
Deputy Prime Minister Ram Chandra
Poudel met Maoist central committee
member, Rabindra Shrestha.

3 November 2000: Government released
high-profile Maosts including Dinesh
Sharma. The rebels denounced the
insurgency only to retract their statement.

24-26 December 2000: Maoists infil-

22 January 2001: Koirala got royal
approval for ordinances to set up a
paramilitary force and appoint regional
administrators. The bill failed to be
ratiied by pariiament

February 25, 2001: After their conven-
tion, Maoists adopted a new doctrine
“Prachanda Path’—a combination
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism advocating a
dual sirategy of simultaneous armed
conflict and urban mass uprising. The
‘mass uprising' was spearheaded by
frontal organisations of student, women,
farmers and labour unions, which come
with the “revolutionary” suffix.

March 6, 2001: Reading Prachanda
Path to mean the Maoists were softening,
government met a long-standing rebel
pre-condition for dialogue and
announced the whereabouts of those

in custody.

2-7 April 2001: Maoists gunned down
over 70 policemen in separate attacks in
Rukumkot and Naumule. Police chief
Pradeep Sumsher Rana admitted he
could not fight Maoists anymore.
Opposition UML stepped up street
protests against Koirala, while Deuba
stepped up campaign to unseat him.
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prolonged, messy conflict with uncertain outcome, more death

T his is just what most of us felt should never have happened. A

and misery for long-suffering Nepalis. The birthplace of the
Buddha, a land known for tolerance and harmony, is now going to be
better known as just another Third World war. Yet another hot spot
competing for the brief attention span of the world’s media.

How could things have gone so wrong? It is futile looking too far
back to the roots of this conflict. After all, you can go as far back as
you want. The 12 years of democratic decay, the Panchayat years
that stifled dissent and let social pressures build up, a hundred years

of Rana rule, or the socio-cultural substrate of apathy and belief in the

pre-ordained.

We know the roots of the problem. Itis the prolonged neglect and

indifference of the Kathmandu elite and political class to the needs and

aspirations of the majority of Nepalis. This did not change with the
People’s Movement and the mandate our leaders got from a newly
suvereign people. Maybe it was too much to expect democracy to

start d overnight, and mayb

the role of lhe anti-democratic forces to prove the failure of the new
order. But it doesn't excuse the way most elected leaders showed
disdain for the peoples’ welfare, exhibited a singular lack of
leadership, squabbled incessantly, squandered away their chance,
and in the process gave democracy itself a bad name.

Adding fuel to the fire were the Maoists with their twisted vision of

ATE OF THE STATE

fiera four month lull, the
A B ——
sucked into the vortex of

violence. The Maoists’ withdrawal
from negotiarions was so sudden,
and resumption of actacks on clearly
identificd targets so swif, that i is
nowclear they were just buying
time.

“They used the truce for open

reion, cland

A state in dire straits

moment. In addition to social
unrest, the country s n the grips of
an economic crisis. Revenue
isacanall dme low, the
fate of the automatic renewal of the
trade treaty with India hangs in
balance,tourism i nshambles, and

allother i

collecti

JusT ANOTHER THIRD VWORLD WAR

an outdated utopia. They cashed in on the people’s silent rage at
persistent injustice and inequality, the frustration that political freedom
didn't translate into even the hope of economic wellbeing.

After faring badly in the first post-1990 elections the comrades
found justification to wage an armed struggle even though the political
space existed for them to make their mark. It still exists. On the ground,
armed struggle translated into wanton mayhem. (See chronology, p.1).
This culture of killing off anyone who does not agree with you is so
corrosive and irreversible, it will have a profound impact on the Nepali
polity for decades to come, and long after the Maoists themselves have

moved on.

What is surprising to many is the acceleration of the Maoist
revolution, and its rapid spread in the past six years. You could say the
straw was tinder dry, but it is also true that the rebels faced no real
resistance. Our elected leaders had neither the moral standing nor a
proper understanding of what was fuelling the rural revolution. All we
had was institutional failure and a governance crisis.

Early attention to genuine grassroots development, and giving the
self-governance act real teeth (as Krishna Prasad Sapkota advocates
on p. 3) would have pulled the rug from under the feet of the Maoists.
And the 1998 Kilo Sierra Two search and destroy offensive in the mid-
west played right into Maoist hands by alienating the civilian population
and fuelling the revolution. Just as Mao predicted (see p 17 for excerpts
from the Red Book), popular support grew in direct proportion to the

taken unaware. In Salleri, they
were better prepared and inflicted
heavy losses on the guerrills.

utitis extremely unlikely that
the insurgents can prevail over
the sccurity forces in the conflict
that has ensucd.

and training offresh recruits. The
It, vhile

abou( whiris going o happen ncxt.
wb

Despirealli our
democracy has'clostisegiimacy.

with no fal back oprions. It
slumbered through Dasain and Tihar
whilethe Maoists were busy filling
up their pressure cookers. In

ety

the media, wereall taken fora

by these cunning strarcgists.
Hovere, thegovarmment's

<
.\g;lcullum, where,ironically, we
haveanother year of bumperrice:
harvests. This s sure to create
problems of plenty, with rice prices
dipping for the third year ina row.
Bucthat sanothersrory.

Sure, Maoists staged a actical
coup of sorts by hitting the
governmentwhenihurt thesociey
most. Th Id have done

respectthe
government, but vy few aside from

So they killed two birds with one
hall

government crackdown.

After that, again following Mao's tenets, the rebels picked off
police stations one by one, first in their base areas and later all over
the country. When the slaughter of policeman started resembling a
duck shoot, the government got ready to set up a paramilitary and
pass a public security ordinance. This brought down the Koirala
government in July, and the Maoists declared a truce and started

negotiations.

Itmay have been naive of us to believe that the talks would get
anywhere, but we hoped it would work out because the alternative
was so horrific. The alternative was what we began to witness

this past week.

Itis clear now that the Maoists took another of the Great
Helmsman's helpful hints to regroup, re-arm and train during periods
of rest. And when they did resume fire last Friday, it was with
decisive and vicious force, exposing the vulnerability of the
government and the total failure of intelligence.

The emergency is not going to resolve the crisis. It depends on
how well we demonstrate that we have leart the lessons about
the past lapses that got us to this stage, and begin to correct them.
Like improving intelligence and undercover work, not alienating
civilians. And, of course, restoring the peoples’ confidence that
there is a government that cares about its people, and not just about

itself.

and there is no need to enunciate
butitoffers solace in the

and showed that thei figure-head
leaders o not callall the shots.

Bigoted they may be, butic’s
unlikely that the Maost leadership
harboursany llusionsabout
defeating the security forces of the
governmentin the presentgeo-
political situation. No insurgency
e witbouthe

de forces, and

the Maoist cadre, question s
authority. The interests ofa very
large numberof people—including
almostall of the middle-ck

recent eventsin Afghanistan will
deter even the most determined

ticd with the present system. When
push comes to shove, they will

defend it. Now that the interest of
thearmy and the pnlmul classhas

supportingthem. The Maoist cause
does nothaveasgnificant o

by CK LAL

“The challengeliesin keepingthe
responseroviolentrebelion carcilly
ailibrated, and avoid “collterl
damage” hatincvitbly rslinany
counter-insurgency operaton.
Stcofemrgeny isanreme

face quhd“LngL‘\ toocomplesto
comprehend. They y
conspiracy theory s thati's oo

abouta “forcign hand” you can do
lice.

Ontheother hand, rational
analysis ofsocio-political events
ofien fail o offer full explanation of
the causes, but what i doesis give
us theoptions to deal with the
cffect that oceur. While it would
have been useful to know the reasons
that made Maoists back out of the
negotiation proces, it more

base ither
it. Or, is there more to

outsi

may not
asit looks during this week of gloom
and doom, By theirstubbornnessand
by retreating from talks without
explanation, the Maoists have shown
that theyare not dependable players
in national politics.

“Thatsfor the long term. Butin
the short term,the dramatic
escalation of violence couldn't have
occurred atamorcinopportunc

wichouta messy war at this point.
Tris clear the Maoists don't care:
much about what happens to the
cconomy, so focussed arc theyon
the revolutionary goal. Even then,
i¢'s baffling why the Maoists have
chosen thisparticular moment to
take on the Royal Nepal Army head-
on. Notexpectinga frontal attack,
soldiersin Gorahi barracks were

find thac rhsyxhaH have todelwith
more han they had bargained for.
On the face ofit, Maoi
misadventures ook nothing less than
suicidal, The question that remains

in Nepalthanwe

know about

o effecively deal
with the crisis and free the country
froma prolonged period of
debliaing iy

stepyand the onl
isthe resultchar

ssupposed o
deliver. In millcary jargon, i'scalled
HARP (Search operations o dentify
rebel hideours, Hot pursuit o nab
terroiss, Annihilation ofcrror
network, Rehabiltaion of victims of
insurgency,and Propagandatoisolte
insurgents). The quickeran emergency
runsitscourseand achievesits

objectives,sooner the normaly ecurns

“The press,the policcal partics,
and thearmy of urban inceligentsia
besicged by thepoliical correctness of
oppasingevery moveof governmentas
amatterof fith will dowell o
remeber hat chis dme e othing
lesthantheveryfnurcol thefrcdons

s ris
chotce. Hardine Mot mand-
file have begun to feclthreatened by
the policicians among their ranks.

planatory

Bevildered by th y o ishso much thatisatsake.
he crisis and d by the de.;l hthe problem ofarmed Iesimportant that the fihionable f
complesity of its causes, ic's rbelon ssllomamaterofchoice | andlose tght—mareofendhan
(emp(mg wgabatheoryof y i itsa | nouh Id

why did they decide o ake bl all I db theirfircfor the momenc. To

Answer:they had no n\u(pm)cm\‘.r’\mnspxr.\(ylhmry that land ! fbourgeois
may beasign ofintellectual hreatentt ityofthe derm holdi |
laziness—it requites ncicher country. The choiceth herher hingel

footnotes, | tobeis noe | defeati.
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‘“Where decentralisation has brou

development, you don’t see Maoists.

Krishna P Sapkota is the elected chairman of the District
Development Committee of Kavre. A staunch UML activist,
Sapkota represents a new breed of grassroots leaders who have
the vision and commitment to take Nepal forward. He believes
the future lies in local self-governance and genuine participation

by the people in shaping their own destiny.
He spoke to Nepali Times last week in Dhulikhel.

[ha[oonmdlcn[spmwsmnssull
st These laws goaginstthe
4 Fccentral

erants from the stateare minimal, which s why
Tocal units have to depend on others for

cannot happen in the absence of decen-
tralisation.

accountable elected local bodies can
finally deliver development.

Your district is said to be among the
ones where some decentralisation is
working, how is it with the other
districts?

Atpresent the performance ofa majority of
thedistricsis good, asregards taking forward
theprocessof decentrlistion. Anothergood
side of decentralsaion s ransparency.

Millions may leak outof the system in the
centre, bu people may never gt o know of
that. Buteven smalleakagesin thevillages
and districs cannor behidden because people
b ereand e

sationand they have not been How i going
repealed oramended. The Last year you organised a rally against  now? istobespenton. This makes local offcils
AsocaionofDistisDevlemen - oret reltons, il it get any resul? sl of contrdiions.School ol + ble,and combining hi
feerthar the g aledofftheban islowand ve wanto e tha through with democracy means ineffcentor corrupt
onlocal nranan  politicanswhodo norddliverdevclop
lited laws that need (obcrcpealed The  nity forest,but they aresil plorting o take  enrolment campaign. Many students cameto  don'tgetre-ccted. resure fom he people
governmentt forests that 1 d  school butch cnoughclassroom  incraasesthe chancesof orrecingthe

change only 10-11 laws thatafece
decentralsaton, notall, Thelaws thatare

space for them. The BPEP (Basicand
anzn Education Project) has money for

‘mistakes.

actually creacing problems n decenrraliaion  Convince us that decentralisation is the  construction, butwe don't et How s the Maos affecting
Is sclFgovemance just a slogan, or is ascnorbeen akentopalamentforchangs, — only way 0 go. time. Sowe plan projectsand theyare ot development in Kavre?
it really working? Withourd he peopls funded. What happens when the people’s Wehavesome problerns, nothing major. In
“Thecentalgovemment hasnotbeenabletocreate mmle, whichoncs? paricpace sl governane. Theycamnor— expecations e ised and herisno oneVDC, the Maoistsloored Rs 125,000
anenvionmentforsefgovemance, Thepre- oress, v paricip i i ddlivery? Iewill just curn young peopleinto  allocaed o the Village Development Proggarm.
isicistharthe enrrl ! llcontradicory: Thishas extremists. “The peopleopposcd it and similaraces have
posiiveaboutdecentralistion. Ieisn': Acthe m.\dtmm dfftorbc bodistofincion aboutonly being able to vote once n ive notbeen repeated. Theyaresiid tohave
i : Onfors foristanes P yearsand be ruled the way the rulers ke, Now therearc other players ke NGO formed some“peoplesgovernmens”insome:
s ficesand en's oleis reduced tojust carrying h i ilagesbutthe VDCsth Iworking,
i DDCsevenart Jour Wevane — party flags. [believeitis porant to “Thesiwuation hereis notas bad aswe hear

ncddon
hands. Thiscrates  olderlwsto berepealed, b 5 in planning, decsion- Inademocracy, both peopleand people’s

ot ootiematthelorallond b L making, buld oo ool I
Th hich fortheirlives. Unless  organisacions arestrong then there could be

aboutin other district.

Could true decentralisation also be the

aos—I believe

o itis nota

Wheethereiscficive devclopment, I don't
think there can be Maoisesupporters. The

socicty asa whole that has to be strength-

the Maoists can be met through local
autonomy. Wecannotyieldto egional and

there. |
believe that many of today’s NGOs o not
reprsencvlsocie, andtheiracibviis
e. Al DDCsare not

y ity building, power
and resources should come toggher. Their

havetobe

How can things be changed? d i Evenivl: lol th Idon'tsee  dictatorial tendencies, if peopl
i bytheaentrl DDCbeingempowered to carry  strong then there could be
Constuton first, We haveagood Consiturion, it govemment. Thesecretary .\(duDD( mdmm outlocl devlopment And unlthey have - balancing the ovo s rc
aysoutin the preamble hat people should be DevelopmentOff peopleat th il question of ither/or
lowed! hemsdy Loc Derel isay. Decentrisadonk norhavﬂnymgo\srmn:ﬁ,and illnot  DDCorsupportingan NGO. il
hrough TheCy Id ingi taces,mai ed ip towards activities designed
lidebeyond thatand ayou fFand elected oficial d Burthatis  to make their lives beter. ened, because NGO:
laringh 1l lways h “This may seem like | am spouting
realise thatvasan oversightwhile writing the jargon,but democracy, decentalisation,
Consitution,soifwecani peopl’
provisions, letalkab dfor decentril ! omplement ach other. Uil ble cith p
g henthey f Thenthey h wecamoralk
Thenweneed  Kathmandu wheredh lyak 1b0unumnom}. ! ople )
L decenirl happ donorhing Iesallboutpower,and — won'c et their powers, and will nm improved. We shouldn't only be
howtokeepit. Ononchandwedonthave won't
L t i dontheotherthe  projects. Speedy and sustainable development  to local units. T
$70,000,000 we want. We want victory over

‘The 23 November attack on
the army base in Dang should
answer Binod Bhattarai's
query in "$70,000,000” (#69)
about why the army needs the
new weapons. $70 million may
seem like a lot but it is nothing
to save the country and it is
innocent people from the
Maoists. Of course, the
purchasing process has to be
monitored to avoid any
corruption.
Pravin
United States

How long is it going to take for
the government to realise that
the Maoists are not our enemy,
poverty is. We might be able to
fight the Maoists and defeat

them, but this is not the victory

but devolving power
atis when strongand

yat this stage because that
would weaken national unity. I epea:
decentralisacion asthe only way to ensure
that people feclthey arca parc of the
policical process and actually parccipating
in making their own lives and the lives of
their children becter. When peopleare
involved in determining their own
development, thereare fewer people who
are dissatisfied by whatis noc happening.

neglect and poverty. It might take
decades, but at least we have
to start working for it. The army
is not the strength of a nation, it
does not ensure peace and
security. If you ask me, you will
win my heart and mind if you
open a good hospital in my
hometown Urlabari in Morang
and appoint few more doctors in
the district hospital in Biratnagar.
Sameer Khatiwada
Indiana, USA

The government lost its opportu-
nity to solve the Maoist problem
through peaceful dialogue due to
lack of negotiating skills and
ppoor representation on both
sides. The Maoists lost their
opportunity to prove themselves
aresponsible committed party

devoted to national development
by just showing hastiness to
attack the army in Dang. The
peace talks failed, but the
people’s perception towards
them was slowly changing in
their favour. This is one of their
bloodiest suicidal mistakes. It
will be their ruin.
Rajeeb L Satyal
Baluwatar
Re: Binod Bhattarai's
“$70,000,000". The police was
incapable of solving the Maoist
crisis because they were never
trained to fight a guerrilla war.
The army's role is not only to
protect the country from outside
enemies, but also from the
enemies within, who try to
disrupt democracy. It is there-
fore high time to deploy the
army to counter the insurgency,
and bring back economic
confidence so that investments
can start again.
Prajwal Joshy
Loyola College, Madras

The latest escalation of Maoist
violence can be attributed to the
government's intrasigence
during the recent rounds of
dialogue. It failed to understand
that negotiations involve give

and take. For Maoists to drop
their demands for a republic and
the formation of an interim
government was tantamount to
shooting themselves in the foot.
If our government was
expecting the Maoists to surren-
der their arms without receiving
even nominal concessions, then
itis living in a fool's paradise
and jeopardising our collective
future.

Saradchandrika Sharma

PK Campus, Kathmandu

TERRORISM AND THE STATE
Ifind Daniel Lak's assertion
(“Two months after”, #68) that
US foreign policy is all right
because the makers of such
policy are accountable is
patently ridiculous. I'd be very
interested to know who in the
United States has ever been
brought to account for the

victims of US sponsored
terrorism.
Matt Caine
by email

Thumbs up to Daniel Lak for the
splendid article about America's
war on terrorism. He rightly
points out that Americans,
though not “angels”, are “ac-

countable” for their actions.
Nobody has a right to kill
innocent civilians, either in the
name of Allah or in the name of
politics. If fanatics like the
Taliban and so-called holy
warriors could understand this,
the world will be a safer place.

Sajju
Pennsylvania, USA.

NABOB OF NEGATIVISM
The comments and observations
of Kunda Dixit in “Under My Hat"
are best left under his hat. | was
reading his “Mother of all
inventions” (#68) and | was
struck by how one person can
live with so much negativism
Many other Nepalis agree with
me on this. | would like to
request the readers of Dixit's
column to not get infected by his
cynical, masochistic, and self-
defeating analysis of Nepal and
Nepali society. Thank you,
sincerely,

Prachanda Prajapati

Ohio, USA

| heard through the grapevine
that a Nepali eight-grader has
designed a missile. Is this a fact,
or is this another leg-puller from
Kunda Dixit? As | am in the UK |
am not in a position to know

whether it is really true. | would
be glad if you could clarify the
matter.
Pramod Gautam
UK
Kunda Dixit's humour is becom-
ing a farce. In “Mother of all
inventions” (#68) he has made
fun of a school kid. It was the
presentation of the newspaper
that published the original
article about his missile that
was objectionable, not the
young boy. Then in “Bijuli ko
tar, tar, tar..." he has tried to
make fun of popular folk songs
of Nepal. Itis better for Dixit to
use his wealth of English
knowledge in other fields than
translating folk songs. We don't
want non-Nepali English
readers making fun of our folk
songs.
Sudhangshu KC
Japan

THE BEST
This is to convey my support to
your paper and what it stands
for. It is very reliable and for us,
people far away from home, a
wonderful source for accurate
information from Nepal. Keep it
up, you are simply the best.
Binod KC
Pune
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20TH PiCS:

For urban Nepali youth, the lure of injectable drugs is

increasing, and needles are hard to come by.

KUNDA DIXIT
F or thosestill sceptical that AIDS

isamajor risisfor Nepal,
consider the following fcts:
® Thereare ncarly 40,000
Nepalis living with HIV or AIDS,
six times the total number of
hospital beds n the country
® 3,000 Nepaliswill dic of AIDS
thisyear
® 14 Nepalisarcinfected with
HIV every day athis e the

cuseofdeathinthe 1549 age group.

There’s more:
®  Thereare 6,000 injecting drug

condoms
® Oncinevarysixsexworkersin
Kathmanduis positive

“Ten percent of mal

usersin Kathmandu Valey alone,
¢his number s expected to double
in the next three years

® Morethan halfthe drugusers
are HIV-posicve

® Nearlyallinjecting drug users
are sexually active, and almost half
areman

workersreturning to Dot from
Bombay are HIV-posicive
Areyouthinking AIDSisa problem of
Nepalisexworkersin Indiaand
injecting drug users,and that the
general population isnot vulnerable?
You'rewrong, Ninety percencof
Negaliwomen whoare HIV-osive
parmerin their

number of infected people will g
200,000 in the next 8 years
®  AIDS willsoon betheleading

Th fallnjecting
drugusershave multiple parmmers,
and 64 percent of them do not use

lifetime. Thev have| been infected by

their male parmers.

Once a “foreign disease”, AIDS  is

There is no such thing as a

high-risk group

for HIV in Nepal

anymore. Everyone is at risk.

agenciesand actvists working with
sexworkers or drug users in N
Tisclear thatat che present rates
of growth, our health care system,
already grossly inadequate, willjust
not beable to cope with this
onslaughtof new AIDS patients.
Nepalismoving from it

ceeee
group New Era showed that halfof
all truckers along Nepal's highways
and 15 percent of all migrant
workers visit prostitutes. Awareness
among them about condoms has
increased from 33 percentin 1997
1051 percent now, but more than

half of all sex workers along the

lla“ dtheir lients did not
epidemic” toa “gener e one | wearcondomns. “Thercisabiggip
which h spread- | between dbehaviour,”

ing fromvirulent pocketsn
i) hegenerl

[ahn. “Condoms have to be

population. And is doing so
exponentially, driven by the rapid
spread of njecting drug use among

lable and affordable. And
\hcn thereare taboos, it is still very
diffcule for women to go toashop
and ask fora condom.”

urban youth and th
Nepal's highway necwork, w Iud\ is
giving peoplefrom the hinterland
new mobilicy.

Poverty, pecrp
frustration arethe major push-
factors here, forcing young women
into prostituion alongthe high-

Pokhara, ays, and middeand
Kathmanduand Dh h pper-middleclass youth to drug
as where the deadly com f | abuse,andits d omi-
dinjectingd ant, needlesharing, A sample

incubacing thevirus,which then
spreadsthrough Nepal'swidening
highway nerwork wall partsof the
couny: ongthehighvay hrehas
by

survey of Nepali teenagers l»
UNICEF in April showed that more
than onein ten people surveyed
sid theyhad ied drugs, andof

Male migrant

returning from Indian ctics with
the virus,itis notjust Nepali
women who workin brothels. Drug
wsers are not just strect children,
manyare from the upper middle
chsin Kathmandu

AIDS isnota “forcign discase”
and there s no such thing asa high-
tisk group for HIV in Nepal
anymore. AIDS isa Nepali cpidemic
and all Nepalis arc ac high-risk.

As AIDS spreadsactoss the
land, alarm bellsare

5 percentin
commercialsex. Brothelsserviced by | Kathmanduand 13 percentin
o | young ddlientand | Pokhara said they had injccted.
Sexworkeralike helpspread thevirus | Even Nepalisabroad are infected.

tothe gencral population.

And this is why, although HIV
isstil entering Nepal from men and
women workingin Indian cites it
would be mistake to believe it can
be checked by closing the border,

Hahn, of UNAIDS in Kathmandu:
“Even ifyou close the border
tomorrow, the pidemicisstill

public health specialists donor

going

Atecentsurvey by the rescarch

one AIDS treatment charity in
Sydney says amongthe foreigners it
is treating with frec anti-retrovirals,
thereare as many as 50 Nepalis.
Most drugusers in Kathmandu
do ot use the more expensive
“brown sugar” anymore, buca
morphine-based compound called
tidigesic, codeine, or
benzodizapom, which are usually
available over the counterin most
pharmacies. The tidigesic comes in
2 mlampoules, and drug users share

The bastards of war

The lessons of war and everyday life are
often simple and similar: equal rights,

socitescven today.

by DANIEL LAK

Nor does Islam justify theill uea(memafwamen ‘who refuse to hide behind

Josed d

dveils. Covering the hair and wearing loose lothing s vay

equal development. For women and men.

dqunng rape, i omedingall oo hideouslycommons the Prophecs e
Tt vwomen

ssecsssse seccsssscccsss secee htagain i Theinference by isal M““”Of
o many ofus,the case for women's equality in all walks o fe what Mohammed intended my liberal Musliom i "
slfcvidentforalong . Butitsaight hat must m‘vcr(ul\LAnd grafingof sam onto the ficrcely patrirchal socity of whatis now Afghanistan
extolling th dsofvictory ytokeep lesly  sawthefith assaulted and diminished by ribal custom. There's no mention of

andin ourown selfintereseas men.
Pur i simply, Afghanisanisin the st tisin odaybecausofthevasc

theburqain the Quran.
Afghanleadrsofthe 18" and 19° centris werea boodiry, cyic,

gulfbetween thesocil positon of

ourheadsand murering god riddance o the Talan, s
d ilitia that ison th

questionofwomen, B

customs, notan aberration by Taleban dika.

nodding

barons. They married what they believed was
:lmr.\]h\mdmmlokﬁvurwms then sought concubines by the dozen. Naturally,
they fathered far too many duhlrm, and sons and bastards F«xug}u overthe
succession ¢ dignoring
institutions save armies and treasuri

Teisnota i xy om Afehanian oday.

prion was Kabul, wherethe clvisi howed Iesasif theattempred reforms of King Amanullah n the 1920's, Zahir Shah in

elaively liberated female populace clapped i doctors, lawyers,sciendists  the 60's,and the Moscow-backed Afghan regimes of the 70’s never xisted.

diil d from theirjob lled hom Madieal obbe barons,whethe you call e Talcban o Northen Alliance,

Afghan history salitany of omen, theblnlingand ) Ihandpoves.andto
endacmencofhad Andicwasal ! a aselesly fightagainst fellow warlords—today's a
: Fequality b d  scrap from theking's bl

carenforhefemalofhespaies The Holy I’mphu sincvife mmm, wasa Nepalof courseisnota Muslmsate, and s s orbid polygamy and
uccessful hofunded b ieswith th g gh . The rformsof King Mahendrin 1963 werea good
hercaml caravans. He fought ong 1ndh1rd1gw\>r fpolygamy,and  starctowards erasing patriarchy. The women's propercy bill should build on that.
eventallysredfora compromise—s maximum of fourvwives buconlyfall— Butheraresil oo manyobstacs o heprogres ofomenhee

ul ! new marital unions. My | d feudal andlords who drobe

lemed rends cl hat was supposed to bea way of guarantcing dha polyamy,

dhorificin pre-Idamic Arab culture, would ppear.

Itis rue thasthe Prophec himself married nine women in toral. But the next

sevenalfr hadiavere por widows,and by maryinghe b put e undee
is| Before that, they

ket sk for their behaviour s offnce ol Denyingpropery ighs o

womenn any vy i to deny them their humanity. Rapeand sexual assault need
tobeaddrssed ona warfooing. And soon No, NLpn isnot Afghanistan, but
d quickly. Once men realse

anyphc thar

begged on the treetorwere pmsmmes—(hcfiueufwldmm in all pariarchal

ey llstand aside and | d socicry, flourish. .
Equalrights equal developmem itsthatsimple. 4

Highways bring mobility, and a

greater demand for drive-hy sex.

it, as wellas the needle to shootit
with, because one ampouleis too
much forasingle user. The curbon
saleof new disposable hypodermic
needles (which cost Rs 12) by
pharmaciss o suspected drug
addicts,and the scaling-down of
activitiesin the past ycar by LALS,
the only organisation involved in
needle-exchange, hasled toan
increase n transmission among
Kathmandu youth,

“The resultsa dramaticincrease

i the proportion of drug users wih
HIV, and the danger of this
spreading o the general popula-
tion. In 1993, only two percentof
injecting drug usersin Kathmandu
were HIV-positive. By 1999 ichad
soared to 49 percent. Rajiv Kafle,a
former drug userwho went public
lastyear by disclosing he had HIV,
saysthe proportion today could be
anywhere up to 70 pecent. (See
also p.7) He blames the scaling
backof needle-exchange pro-

now a Nepali epidemic |

created by

mmes,and adds thata campaign
offering safe ncedles—called “harm
reduction’—is the only vay to
bring down the nfection rate.
“The best way to stop the
spread of HIV i to ensure that
needles are not shared. Yetour
mentality s seill o try to use the
police method,” says Kafle.
Sharan Chhetriis another
person living with HIV who has
gone publicwith his infecion, and
swith the help group Pea
Twoyears ago, Sharan married
Ashay who also has HIV and the
story of their lives got wide
publiciy n the Nmu media
Sharan told us: “The most impor-
ant thing s to generate awarenss
in schools for 10-11 graders. We
ny of these boyssharing
and getcinginfected. Itis

strategy toarrest the spread of
AIDS s to el young peopleabout
drugabuseand safe behaviour.
Drugusersare ofien treated like
outcasts, due to the public’s
perception that they are deviants or
criminals. Needle-exchange

education, peer pressue, family
supportand accessible counselling,
Injecting drug usersare young
people from allstrata of socicty.
Deny them access o safer habits,
and you oy hasten the jump of
the virus from vulnerable groups to
the general population. HIV/ AIDS
is not simply about drug usc or
migrantlabour or commercial sex
anymore.

Afterbeing in denial for many
years,the government scems to
have inally woken up to the criis
ahead. Nepal i till shead of the
curve, and withaa strong awareness
and prevention campaign lke the
one Thailand launched in the ate-
19805, the epidemic could sill be

checked. On avisitto Nepal carler

chis year,the architect of Thai-
land's dramatically successful anti-
AIDS campaign, Meechai
Varavidya, advised: “Thisisawar.
“The more you dotoday, theless of
aproblem AIDS will bein the
future. The less you do today the
bigger the problemin furure.”
Hl Ministcr Srad Singh

idely sup-
ported, because society thinks they
encourage addiction. The police
take the same view, even as many of

the prime
minister to chairaNational AIDS
Councilwhich, whenitissctup, il

be the firstin South Asia thais led by

them continue to be in cahoots ahead ofgovemment. ANatonal

with pushers on the streets. AIDS Prevendon gy sinthe
p el \

din April,

firs prioricys
the habit. But

progeammessay th

Ll\.:NauonalP]anmng(.ommmon|s

dhisis not casy,soas they workon t,
they lso ry o getthem toswitch to
lessharmful non-injected drugs. If
they silnject, addict are persuaded
wstop \hmng needls. Ifchey share
neecle,theyare told how o disnfect
needlesbeforere-use,
Whatever the method of harm
reduction, says Hahn, the main goal
is oallow young people access to
protection from HIV. “You have to
makeitacceptable that they
protect themselves,” headds. And
wareness through media
alone s not enough, there has to be

planningtomake HIV/AIDSa
“crosscuting” issucin the 10° Plan.
‘There is reason for the
government to panic. One just
needs to look at African countrics
like Botswana and Malawi (with
nearly 40 percent of their
population HIV-positive) o sec
which way we arc headed if
something s not done urgently.
This is going to be not justa
health crisis, but an cconomic
emergency for the nation, witha
largerand larger portion of the
productive labour force infected. #

Ev
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Saturday & Sunday come to the Godavari
pared to delight your palate. Unw

din the

irely pa

tyle and pick up culinary skills from him

to avoid disappointment

Rate: Rs. 650/- + tax per person.
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One who did Nepal proud

The 1960s through to the mid-
can be considered the
man age of Nepal's bureauc-
vaur when a few but able
bureau s, led by redoubtable
individuals such as Yadu Nath
Khanal and Padam Bahadur Khatry,
helped create the state infrastru
ture that has kept the country
going until now. One of the best of
crop of wor a
worldly-wise civil servant
Ram Chandra Malhotra, who
passed away at his home in
Baneswor on the night of 22
November at the age of 73.
Malhotra was born in Jamal on
28 October (0 the family of Gokul Chandra Malhotra, a scholar
who came from Lahore at the invitation of the Rana rulers of the day

to teach at the Durbar High School and later at the Tri Chandra
College. The son, Ram Chandra, himself studied at Durbar High
School, finishing in 1945. After that, Malhotra completed his IA and

then his BA at Tri Chandra Colle
degree at Punjab Universi
He started off in the civil service as deputy secretary in the
linistry of Transport, and in the following two decades held senior
positions in a number of ministries. He was also variously head of
the National Trading Corporation and Royal Nepal Airlines, and
member-secretary of the National Planning Commission.

Malhotra retired in 1974 and was immediately picked up by what
then ECAFE (now Escap), the UN office for Asia based in
Bangkok. In 1980, he joined the newly formed International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), where he served as Director of

lonitoring and Evaluation, becoming one of the first Nepalis in senior
positions in the international bureaucrac

In February 1988, in his last year at IFAD, Malhotra suffered a

heart attack after which he had open-heart surgery in the United
States. He returned home with his wife Raj to their Ban
Heights home in Kathmandu. In retirement, Malhotra heac
Samaj yinki
behind four daughters and a son, all settled abroad.
rayag Dutt Tewari, a long-time friend and colleague of
in Rom “Ram Chandraji was one of Nepal's best bureaucra
In the international arena also he did the country proud as a strai
talking, mild-mannered, extremely competent official. Those who
know what he stood for will miss him dearly

Nt on to eam a m

Short on passports

Those hoping to go abroad in the near

future are in trouble if they don't have their

passports yet. An official at Kathmandu's

Central District Office confirmed that the.

distribution of passports here and in

most parts of the country had been

stopped due to the shortage at the

Foreign Ministry. The new stock of

Nepali passports, which are printed in

France, has been delayed for two

months, supposedly because the

Finance Ministry did not have the

funds for it. They will take another two

months to arrive here. The Foreign Ministry distributed pass-
ports until two years ago, when they handed the job to the Central
District Administration under the Home Ministry office to make the
process quicker. Officials at the Foreign, Home and Finance Minis-
tries are said to be blaming each other for the current situation.

Culture of preservation

Cultural conservationists have cause to celebrate. They hope the
endorsement of the Kathmandu Declaration, adopted by the Ministry
for Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation in August at an international
symposium on illicit traffic in cultural property, will allow existing
mechamsms to function hetter The 12-point declaration includes
from the D
of Archaeo\ogy and Customs and the Nepal Police to coordinate
protective actions, customs control and recovery of cultural property,
establishing a comprehensive record of ownership of all monuments
and cultural properties in Nepal, strengthening the Department of
Archaeology, and updating and effectively implementing relevant
legislation. “But the most essential issue is local ownership,” says Dr
Yoshiaki Kitamura, UNESCO representative to Nepal. “We can pour
millions of dollars into protecting local heritage but if the community
does not feel responsible that is useless”. A good way to foster a
sense of ownership, says Kitamura “would be to release a small part
of local revenue from cultural income to the community.”

Purposeful PAC

For once, someone appears to be takmg the Puhl\c Accmmls
Committee seriously. After the PAC issued a notice in August
threatening to make public a list of former ministers, bureaucrats, and
parliamentarians using government vehicles they were not entitled to,
106 vehicles have been retumned. That leaves 46 vehicles, including
a couple of motorcycles, still at large, and PAC officials say if they
are not brought back soon, they will have to take legal measures.
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by GOP/ IWAKOTI 'CHINTA|

In times like these

freedom ofthought, conscienceand
relgion. The sume covenanta
prohibitsany acton the parcof the
government that vioktestherightto
life, freedom from tortureofany kind,
and theright oa firand specdy trial
inaregularcourt.

One can argue that Nepal has
nothing to dowith such interna-
tional obligations in a situation of
emergency. However, we made no
such rservaton or dechrrion
while I

degrading treatment). Iralso Calling someone or some group

prohibits the passing of sentences
and carrying outof executions
without trial by a regular court
tha affords al judicial guaran-
tees, and discusses the protection

“terrorist”docs not necessarily
justify taking action against them in
violation of existing laws, nterna-
tional human rights standardsand
the principles ofinternational

humanitarian law (IHL), or the
Geneva Conventions.

Ti for the country
and the people, and we mustact
together o find a permanent

and care of the captured, the

wounded and the sick.
Inaddicion, th

ards for the protection of the

civilian population and places of

civilian use such as hospitals,
lectric power plant, sources of

binding legal treary. Furcher,this
treaty has supreme satus over other
domestic laws in Nepal, including
the Constitution, under aticle 9

drinking water etc,even in times of
serious armed conflictand duringa
sateofemergency. Thesame

pply to the legalicy

solution to the conflict,and a
return to normaley from the state
of emergency. Butunilthis
happens, i the primary duty of
all human rights groups, the media
and ctizens to closely monitor the
situation and establish the

ability of violators of the

R BT ofthe 1991 Nepl Traty Act. | andthevldiy of mostof he
Perhaps the emergency was the only way out of the present Th f George W isi ’s

impasse. But civil society should now ensure it is implemented
W|thout contravening national laws and international covenants.

Bush and Tony Blair are recent
examples for those who believe
we should not care about such

cseese standards or obligations.

ion thatthesix-
yeamldMaols("Peoples

immediately. Indecd, itis possible

long-awaited Terroristand

legaand human 1 rights provsions

Distuptive Activites (Prevention
and Control) Ordinance that came
into effect together with the

and thei umanitar-
ian laws principles. And one
can presume that the violations

w:\wﬂseed]ew lice

the

governmentand declarea

/hatever the p n

hoped-for esultsand

d fears,a

sm:of:mergency “This stuation was
inasense xpected—ve have been
ginan environmentof “ral
and terror”in ey rather
chan the “tri

ivi

sutcofemergencyisnowin force.

Andvith t,comes the challenge to
justifyiin legal and poliical terms.
Bily e ovs e

common toall the Four Geneva
Conventions on the Laws of Armed

Conflict (1949), which Nepal

17 (right to property),
22 (rightto privacy), and
23 (right to constitutional remedies

except habeas corpus). ratifed in 1964 without reserva-
sons. Asaminimu, hisartice
Th Jtheking of violence tolfe
ider this:the UN and murder (including murder ofall

d:mocracy:xpec[s. .1z<z>(a Glandd. lelaung[o
Jhac this newd | .
notmean, however, isthatwewill fmadomnf fulassemblywith

comeuponanappropriatesoluion

arms, and freedom of movement),

International Covenanton Ciiland
Politcal Rights (ICCPR),rtified by | and torture) and the taking of

kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment

guerllas o uphold hes.
Asforthe

from the

o 13(1) relatingtop Anotherlegalhallegeisthe | decrron ofemergency: Iisnow | will be many.
I ol5 ived issue of complian the responsiblity of h Allhisi
o 16 ight binding obl lerartice3 | securtyforces as well asthe Maoist | usualwork ofhuman ights NGOs.

Andforthe mediatisafarcry
from the usual cf of

terrorists, there s really no
universalstandard o definition—it
always depends on the opinion ofa
government,political group (non-
s, il groupor persons).
Terrorism can be classi

crminal ertorim, ol

Nepalon 14 May, 1991, prohibitsthe | hostages, personal

he

P dignity (sucha

thetoric o please the political dlite
orensure monecary gain. For even
asweare alert, we must be sure
thatwe are not capitalising on the
suffering of others. 4

(‘Chintan’ is a lecturer at the
Nepal Law Campus, and practices
human rights law.)

NATION
SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

Peace pretence

Maoist semantics has clearly been misunderstood.

sesssssssssssccccccce

cnshriningin the preamble the
people’s movementas theinspiration
forthe constiution. This had the
virulent effctof sancrioning violenceas
the catalystor poliical change. There
wasanother serious flaw: a hastly
appointed nterim cabinc excrcising
theleihiv poversofa disolvd

freradrawn-outdebate heavly
skewed in favourof why
Nepalisdidn’t -

drafied by thei given lucrac ial pordfoliosin berendorsed
Iésaquore from the Declarationof | anclected ya panel of judge/
d dependence the Americansadopred Bur Comrde Prchanc's pullnu;\n‘\/hwvrn|n\\h|nhum'nf(hs

tional assembly, the Maoists last
weck began presenting their case in
the form of a discursive discourse
immediaccly followed by a deadly
wilofdoasaion

in 1776, Acthat time Nepal had just
cmerged asaunified counry, and

bombshell laseweck I astooillo
nation that wasilldigesting Dr participate, The firs scssion ofthe:

stood on the threshold o s firscvwar Blmwafsargumtmmancwspap:r parliamentclectedin 1991 squandered
with Tibec. aridethatmoring why Nepalis amajoropportunity o plugthe
Ifthe thecoricof Nepali Maoists | couldn'texpece loopholeby faling o cndorse

h the conviction of the

amongmer, deving heirjusc powers

(Amnnem;ﬂ Congres it brmme

from theconsentofheg

asthe “we” in the constitution’s
preambleid not rfero the people.
Inless than SO hours, it became clear

basiclaw.
Overtheyears,leaders ofthe

Rastriya Prajatantra Pary, the Nepal
I

wheneverany Philadclphia wereal wharthe M ly meantwhen Sadbhawnal’arr} andother oliic

becomes d thescends,tis | wh dthecreation of he d their demand d towear thardon't-

therightofthe peopletoalcrorto | worldsfirscwritten constitution, ondec]anng‘ la ing | bl

abolishis and o nsie ne unlessyou count Cromwells 1653 | the third round orpucc ales. constiuion vas st bcauerhey
mmea, Governmentasone. | Go filed | werecontl 1. Many of

such principlesand Withal Nepali politi grasp the sub “Maoist keup

powersin such form, as o them shall | partyworking wichin the ml tics,and led leadershipfeel ey b

seem most likelyto cffet theirsafery svsreme\ldend)mh\aurofamendr by thescaleof theviolence d !

and happincss.”
“Thisis nota leglistic translation
of Maoistidcologuc Dr Baburam
Bhattarai's st cxcgesison why
Nevalineed s sentieconsth

ingthe
of epal 1990 s bche»ed (he
Maoists (oralcastthe op leadership)
wouldincvitably be drawn into the

the because they had alreadly rejected
1990. (Don'c even try contemplat-
inga Maoist-RPP-Sadbhavana
coalition government under these
circumstances.) As a esult, the

four-month-old ruce.

“The roors of the current risis ie:
inthe monumental misjudgement the
agentsofthe 1990 change made by

TESTIMON

Who will look aftet us...

by RAJIV KAFLE
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by PUSKAR BHUSAL

his ecapituation of contemporary
policical history may have been
reduuced tolctle more than academic
relevance

“Prudence, indeed, willdicare
thatgovernments long established
should not be changed for lightand
transient causes; and accordinglyall
axperience hath shewn, that mankind
are more disposed to suffer, while cvils
aresufferable,than toright themselves
by abolishingthe forms to which they
arcaccustomed, the American
revolutionaricssaid. The Maoists
leadership would probably ell you
thatther fvouritesentencein the
Jeffersonian affirmation i theone that
comesnext “Bucwhenalong rain of
abusesand usurpations, pursuing
ably the same objectevinces 1
design to reduce them underabsolute
desporism, itis[che people’sright, it
istheir duty,to throw offsuch
goverment,and o provide new
guards for ther urure securiy:

‘Whether Nepalishave eached the
pointwhere they should be killing
cach otherin the queseforamore
inclusive alternativ to muldparty
democracy vill be discussed more
energeticallyin the daysahead. The
debatcoverwhether the country
requiresa constitutional assembly will
refuse o goaway with
stubbornness. Exercsing my personal
share of popularsovercignty, I submit

inv:

of people—j | liaand Malaysia—who ‘my case against such an assembly: why
mllandwmc\o me. el them what d\q needtodo,sboutthe retrovis Nepali Congress, the UML and all waste ime and moncy onelecnngdxc
kn dhewasinvhicha | theorherpuries wee efvoicng fpeop
infected, what to d d | the he llow th
g‘vlngl fected peoplecareand suppore | w}ulc[he stution,etalonedraftanewone?
allenge. Every day 14 peopl A p pecifics on 1 percepti-
mfcc(edby(hewms Th how this consticution blocked d ble politicalalegi dbedoing

From ) p1

The last 12 months

12 April 2001: Ordinances for setting up paramiltary and regional admins-
rators re-promulgated. Maoists attacks on police bases continue

1 June 2001: Royal massacre. Maoists say they had a ‘working understand-
ing" with King Birendra, the massacre was masterminded by India. They
infiltrate street protests following massacre. Government declares curfew,
brings situation under control.

4 June 2001; Government issues the Public Securiy Regulations amidst
widespread protest from the Left and civil society.

15 June 2001: Maoist women declare Chitwan a dry zone, student wing
steps up attacks on private schools.

29 June 2001: Baburam Bhattarai says in a newspaper article that the
Republic of Nepal was born after the royal massacre.

6-13 July 2001: Maoists attack police posts in Lamjung, Nuwakot,
Ramechhap, Gulmi, Dailekh and Holeri. They abduct 69 police from Holeri.
Army helicopters intercept Maosts, there s a shootout, but the army is
called back. Maoists also form a regional alliance called the Confederation
of Communist and Maoist Parties of South Asia (CCOMPOSA)

22 July 2001: Deuba replaces Koirala on 19 July. The next night, Maoists
attack police post in Bajura killing 17. Deuba strikes a truce with Maoists on
23 July and says talks will begin.

14 August 2001 Top communist leaders including Madhav Nepal of the

UML and Bamdev Gautam of M-L sneak to Siliguri India for an audience
‘with Prachanda. The two, and other communist leaders, disagree with the
Maoist plan for a joint struggle for a republic.

30 August, 2001: Round | of peace talks were held in Godavari. Three
Maoists and five government negoltiators agreed to keep on talking.

14-15 September 2001: Round II. Maoists tabled their wish-list, had three
core political demands: an interim government, a consfituent assembly, a
new constitution and the institutionalisation of a republic.

13 November 2001: Round IIl of peace talks. Government scraps Public
Security Regulation and frees 68 prisoners before talks. Maoists give up
demand for a republic but stick to constituent assembly, all political parties
say 'no.’

21 November 2001: Maoist leader Prachanda sees no point in keeping on
talking. Maoists set up a 37-member Joint Revolutionary People’s Council
headed by Baburam Bhattarai.

23 November 2001: Maosts launch attacks in Surkhet, Dang, Syangja and
other parts of the country, for the first time attacking the Royal Nepal Army,
killing 14 soldiers in the Gorahi base. 23 policemen are also killed. Maoists
loot Rs 225 million from banks over the week.

25 November 2001: Maoists attack army again at Salleri. They kill 27
policemen, a chief district officer and four soldiers. But this time, Maoist
casualties are heavy—over 60 said to be killed, although only 15 bodies
are recovered.

26 November 2001: King Gyanendra declares a National State of
mergency. Government declares Maoists terrorists, and deploys the Royal
Nepal Army to fight the insurgency.
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It is not who you are, but what you do

that puts you at risk.

ave been living with HIV forthe last five years. I went public with his
exactly one yearago, on 1 December 2000, World AIDS Day. It wasa
il decsion, bt decided thatby coming utinheopen | could help

organistons working in prevention. Millonsof dolsar being m into

vision for qu].
T

thewritinganyway, why force
s

different project:

hich the

Fhaving

then followed b k ceptions. Alot of but vhr d toscore over the todrafta new constitution every time
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my
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ascrtion hepulce hqd\ummdzn

sense of | bsnml felt by those who

own country is one of the hardest hitand I

many whoarewiling o lsten o me. Without areand supporcforpeople
lvingith HIV, no mattcrhow much moneyorfrs puinth problern
red

thetragedy of 1 June, 2001, Amid the
blood and tears that flowed last week,

wante
chanceand thought (hsv ‘had almost
succeeded. ¢

will geeworse, At presen,ver

people. Around 100 Nepaliswich HIV are being provided direcsupport.
What, Iwonder, aretheother 39,900 Nepulis oing through?

‘need toset

ised c

spread
infected peopleare notsick peopleon the verge of death.

“Today, | haveaviral load of 2,600 and 2 300 CD4 cell count. Thisis not
toobad, bt does g vors e L amstesed nd do geany . Buc
don’tgetmuch dvocacy work the
Internetalor, andsince | don't have money foran email connection, a friendly
epbercaféallows me o gecon the Internet chereafiertenat night.

Since L cameout,havebeen able 0 hlp e, and v peopll did 3

finfected people,

is notsuitable for Nepal. Thete are many young

menwith HIV right herein Kathmandu who have nowhere to go. There is
also an urgent need to find injecting drug uscrs access tolie-saving tools

such as clean needles and methadone. Our government must recogn

needle-exchange works.

that
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theircareand love. latest Js. It could be the most basic o needs: a home toliveand die
Afewdaysafier ] gotthe results of my blood tstin 1998, I goraceepredto  with digaicy. ¢

studyin Denmark. Whilethere,they madea teevision film about me called Life

underaribbon, which il soon be shown on Danish TV—itshows how T (Rajiv Kafle is a board member representing the Asia-Pacific in

adjusted to my lfeasa Nepali person with HIV ina co-cd school.
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Indosuez shares

Nepal Indosuez Bank's efforts to offload its shares and pull out of Nepal

have hit another snag—petitions by board members and shareholders for

anti corruption investigations, which at best would delay the process and

weaken the bank, its clients and shareholders further. Two petitions have

been made by Rastriya Beema Sansthan shareholders (including a

director) at parliament’s Public Accounts Committee and the Commission

for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA). Here's a chronology of what has happened so far:

Indosuez (owned by Credit Agricole Indosuez, France) has been trying to divest and leave Nepal since
July. (See “The scramble for Indosuez,” #56) At that time, it wrote to the central bank seeking clarification on
ifit could sell its holdings to its promoter partners, the Rastriya Banijya Bank (RBB) and the Rastriya Beema
Sansthan (RBS). Indosuez's concern was that both these have held 15 percent shares each since 1985,
against a 1993 central bank directive limiting individual or institutional ownership of banks to 10 percent. The
public owns 20 percent of Indosuez. The Nepal Rastra Bank wrote back saying the promoters could not
increase their holdings in the Nepali-French venture.

In August, Indosuez wrote to the RBB and the RBS as per the Promoter's Agreement and notified them
about the NRB opinion. The Banijya Bank wrote back saying it would like to buy, but would need government
approval. The NBS meantime wrote back saying it would like to get a proper offer as per the Section 4.02 of

the Promoter's Agreement—irrespective of what the central

ECONOMIC

Look north

The newest agreement in tourism cannot remain just a paper tiger.

forNepalbusis e inlc s

he Beed s notinamood for
T sarcasm and sy beginnings
s week. So here goes.
Iriswidelybelieved tharthe

agreementsigned bevieen Nepaland
China this week will end our over-
reliance on visicors from south of the
border. That relation s, of course,

2 forbunglng

by ARTHA BEED

planningightavay how they will ake

advngeofthisnovarmngemen.

Indeed toonein
especially bleak momentsas i is
becominga bit ofa nacional pastime,
0 getup, yawning, for another cup of
tea. justas a wonderful opportunity
andsin ourlaps.

the
Chinse tourists really wantand what
caan)aloﬂermmpakdm(honsl
desination. They veseen plenty of
mountains,rligious pilgrimage is
passé,and as for adventure spors,

important, butaffected by sucha s whichycolde thetare plnny ofopions exenin
bizarreand I w5 China. Sowhy
sobizarre factors, thatitis wise to e might ot suchan  Nepal? A youngl

finally havea back-up. China has
Tsted Nepalasan outbound

agreement. Forinstance,in 1996, afiera

geting largeras wespeak, islooking
for the kind of exoricism that stems

bank said. Meanwhile, Ram Sharan Mahat's Finance Ministry
decided that the Rastra Bank would have the final say in
whether the Banijya Bank could increase its stake in Indosuez.
With both the RBB and the RBS interested in buying the Rs 290
million worth of shares offered, Indosuez wrote to the Rastra
Bank again asking if it could go ahead with the deal in early November. The central bank said “no’
which Indosuez made an offer to a private group, which was followed by the anti-corruption petitions.

BPC hids

The govemment has extended the deadlme lor submlsslan ol hlds lor lhe Bu(wa\ Power Company l'lp 0 5 :
December. The bids should have come in by 20 November but did not. Three previous attempts to privatise
the company have been bungled over one technicality or another—on 20 August the government rejected

destination forits citzens. This means
Nepalwill gomor Chinese
vouristsall right, but icalso allows
Nepalto developintoa transic
destination f thir

bighueandcry the numberof weekly

lifestyle that they
cannotenjoyinChina. The Uriced
s sl nd

Nepal and India, butsince then this has

ind

pp

withits ever-ef brandi

doubr the west will continue to be a

TONOWINg . i visicing China.

ﬁequ:ncy,Smu]arly,I\'cpra[hasbilmsm] premium option. Why wouldayoung

Chmcscwho cm ﬂ» o Australiaas

asno

doubr grected with semi-hysterical
whoops ofjoy and relicf by the
demoraliscd Nepali ourism

I Wenced o
workand\vml\h.\rd wprovidea
wonder product.

and theoreticall
‘casaweek Bucwhatparof isdowe
relly s The Chinaagreementshould

industry. Surely, the whispergos,  notdiedown with thei Onceagin,wecome o theissue
wonders will now happen. Perhaps, the Nepal Tour ofundersandinghe mrkctand
“hinaisal i othertravelassociations ‘The Beed

the only qualifying bid in the third round saying the price offered was lesser than what it had expectec: foroutbound

dollar terms. (See “BPC's pnvallsallon saga " #57, and “BPC on the block again,” #60) The government has

not gone through such a major

that from the 12 mlUlon now, this

Deloitte Touche gets RBB

The Banking

ince the Nepal Tea D
was handed over to the private sector last yeav Even that handover has not been completed yet.

eform Project inched a step forward with the selection nl De\cu te
‘management group for the job of turning around the Rastriya Banijya Bank. Tohmatsu representatives have
been invited over for negotiations. There has also been some progress in the bid evaluation of companies
wanting to manage Nepal Bank Limited, with the central bank now in the process of evaluating the financial
bids of the four qualifying companies. (See “Bailing out the banks,” #62)

Corporation (NTDC) | numbervillincrease to S0 million in
2010, and as much as 100 million in
2020, Over the years, many vencrable
experts predict, Chinaill surpas all
o+ | countries, cmergingasthe largese
source of outbound touriss, The

ouche Tohmatsu as the

purchasing powerof many Chinese s
increasing s the cconomy opens up.
Potentilly, China could spend
billions of dollrson tourism.
Andyes, thereis grat porenial

will repeat his theoric: open up the
travel trade o foreign operatorsifwe
continue o protect Nepals travel
industry, we will losc out. Ieis beter
o haveahandful of ravel companics
ofintemational repute providing
qualicyservices than hundredsof
local ones thatexist to perish swifly.
‘The China Agreement cannot be:
allowed to remain a paper .

Readers can post their views at
arthal

Intemet Poll #10

Definitely they should be disarmed before further talks. If they really want
to solve the problem peacefully why do they need arms and ammunition?
GR Joshi
The only people stil to be trusted in Nepal are the Maoists. They must
remain strong. Itis only because of their arms that the government tried to
negotiate with them. When they put out their 40-point demands at the start
of their war, the government tried to crush them. Many Maoists were killed
before they attacked police. People are fed up of constitutional parties. If
the Maoist leaders are genuine, they must fight and turn this country into a
republic. Of course, they shouldn't be dictators. They must be able to
tolerate different ideas, allow them to flourish with Mao’s doctrine.
Deshbhakta Nepali
Our Australian organisation has aways promoted Nepal as a country of
peace. Things however seem to be changing rapidly, and if this senseless
violence continues it will have devastating consequences for all Nepalis.
We urge the Maoists to work within the system to change Nepal's govern-
ment and constitution. There is a framework in place that, with the support
of a majorty, can bring about the changes the Maost are asking for.
A concerned Australian
Maoists are against the present so-called leaders who amass wealth at the
peoples’ expense. The solution is to stop these corrupt leaders. The Maoist
abjective is not to create trouble but to eliminate corruption. Talking with
such corrupt leaders is worthless.
Anonymous
In light of the recent attacks by Maoists, your poll question is beginning to
sound like a cruel joke. In the past, it was only ill-equipped policemen and
poor villagers who could not afford to bribe the “brave” Maoist revolutionar-
ies who were killed. Now that some of our “brave” Royal Nepal Army soldiers
have also been killed, is the RNA brass still going to insist that it does not
want to get involved? Remember the massacre in Dunai, when the RNA
stood by as the policemen were butchered? The millions of gods residing
in the high Himalaya have truly foresaken this fand.
Zorro
The Maoists are growing due to social injustice and suppression. Let us not
forget how we are treating fellow countrymen, The Maosts are an expres-
sion of the social frustration. It is sad it came out in this way. The police
aren't saints either, their “Flush Out" operation made the Maoists tougher.
BP;

Killings will not solve any problems. Nepalis should open their eyes,
support only those who are fair and honest. Students, wake up, and unite.
Meen Gurung
Aren't we victims of our own actions? The majority s lazy, cynical, jealous
of others’ progress, always at each other's throats. Every one is racing to
become rich overnight and the same people blame the government for
being corrupt. And who is most worried and knowledgeable about Nepal?
The diaspora. The people who didn't think Nepal was worth living in and
left the country for greener pastures. Get real. There is a social problem in

Nepal. Whether the Maoists drop their guns or not, whether the govern-
mentis decent or not, as long as the bulk of Nepalis are what they are,
wise only after the event, Nepal will not see a better day.
Deshbhakta
What is happening reflects the people's anger, suppressed grievances,
dissatisfaction and frustration. No party met their expectations. If the
government brings out sophisticated weapons in the false belief that wil
flush the Maoists out, they are inviting the current situation of Afghani-
stan or Kashmir.
Hum Gurung
No one is stupid enough to lay down weapons before coming to the
negotiating table. No one will engage in peace talks with hands tied
behind their back. Itis natural that we listen to those who have power
otherwise we could have resolved the Maoist issue six years. But without
disarming them there cannot be a true peace. So we should find a mid-
way that can lead to a peaceful outcome without any kind of violence.
Mike Garg
One of the main reasons the young generation is following these bands of
terrorists is that they have been let down by their leaders. Being poor and
vulnerable, living in rural areas, they cannot disagree with these terrorists
and subsequently are being forced to fight by their cowarly leaders.
Billal Bhattarai
Not a question of disarming, they need to be finished as soon as possible.
There was no doubt these guys were terrorists. But to avoid bloodshed and
widespread damage to the nation the government took the right step
giving peace a chance through talks. Now we must realise that these
terrorists were using the talks as an opportunity to strengthen their military
position and they have shown their terrorist nature. Police brothers, you
have suffered a lot in fighting these terrorists and while you were dying
politcal parties claimed Maoists were a “political problem”. They are
simply terrorists.
Bhurtel
There is no chance of peace dialogue with Maoists. They are waiting for
the army.
G Gurung
This question is irrelevant in the present context. Talks should be dropped
and the Maoists must be silenced by searching them out. They invited a
bloodbath, they will get it. Peace was given a chance and they shunned
it. It was Deuba's and Bhattarai's policy which allowed them to grow. The
opposition UL, the RPP and human rights groups are also responsible.
In order to halt more bloodshed, itis necessary to activate the army.
Murkhasing
The Maoists are a political problem and should be taken in that sense.
The NC, UML, and other political parties wasted the past 12 years. This is
wihat we get. The Maoists are raising the core issues to develop the nation
for the prosperity of the people. They should be disarmed, but how?
Dinanath

The government must use the army and finish off the Maoists. They
only understand violence, they don't deserve peace talks.
Lama
There is opposition in every country in the world. But the way the Maoists
are expressing their opposition is extremely costly in terms of lives and
livelihoods. Does revolutionary progress mean destroying everything? In
that case, the government should be stubborn and resist.
Avash Shah
Letus be clear: Maosts are terrorists who don't want a peaceful Nepal.
Nirendra Shrestha
Congratulations to Prachanda for declaring a people’s government.
Most Nepalis are behind you, and hope you succeed one day. Just make
sure the people do not suffer. There is no question of disarming

Can't your pollsters come up with something better than this stupid
question? It's not “should the Maoists be required to disarm...", but “Can
they be disarmed?” There would have been no need for talks if they
could be disarmed. Because they can't be overpowered, the government
was forced to sit and talk to them. The Maoists would never disarm until
their demands are met. This is their bargaining chip, and no one else
knows it better than those guys who are holding the country hostage.
Subodh
The Maoists should indeed be disarmed before negotiations with the
government continue. We don't want them to start killing innocent
civilians and cops again do we?
Arpit Chapgain
We are the people of Nepal, nation of peace in the world, birthplace of
the Buddha. Let us stop killng each other.
Ramesh Kumar Maharjan
The government might be pressing the Maoists to do it, but | hope the
Maoists are smart enough to see the trap. When has the government
ever responded to the people's needs? When has it ever honestly worked
for the betterment of Nepalis? Never. If the Maoists give up their gun
power the elite will stop listening to them. Itis sad, but that's the way itis,
Anonymous
| believe in peace. Our nation can develop only when there is peace.
First of all there should be peace, and for that, the Maoists should
disarm.
Rajendra Joshi, Malaysia
No one in the world should negotiate with guns in hand. We all know that
netas are bad, but at least they are voted by the Nepali people. So if
Maobadis are really “people power" as they claim, let them face the
election and we can support them. It is time for the government to be
strong and demand disarmament of the Maobadis , or face the conse-
quences. The army is better equipped to do it than the corrupt police.

Amit, Dharan

funny thing happencd on
Thanksgiving weckend in
the United States. Tradi-
tionally one of the biggest week-
ends o s, KallLusnand

The buyological urge

Seattle and other places like it last week
kicked off an annual anti-consumerism
campaign to deal with “affluenza”.

Notsurprisingly, the 30-second
spotwas rejected by major net-
works. “We don'twant to takeany
advertising thatsinimical to our
leitimate busines inercsts, sid
Richad Gite,vi of

thelast

dards at General

the festival Buy Nothing Day. The
message? Well,buy nothing, That,ac
least iswhat the formeradvertising
excattive tumed anticonsumerism
acivistwould i

“Thisyear, Buy Nothing Day

had asomewhat different wist.
‘The Adbusters were saying “Buy
Nothing—For Peace”. The new
slogan wasa response,the group
said, 0 “George W and Tony Blair
saying shoppingis the bestway to
protect First World frecdoms and
supportthe new war.”
Adbusters,or “culture
jammers” asthey callthemselves,
plan to take on Christmas shopping
one dayatatime, beginning with
silent peace marches through large
mallsin the US and Canada. The

Electric’s NBC. Westinghouse
Electric's CBS, in  letter rejecting
the commercial, went s faras to
say that Buy Nothing Day i “in
opposition to the curent economic
policyin the United States.” Not

surprisingly,the networks havealso
refused Lasn's repeated requests to
run his 30

aren’tunderany legal obligation to
do'so. “At least the networks
‘make it clear who butters their
bread,” said Laurence Tribe, a
Harvard Law School profsor Bue
headded: “T]

one million to one by glassy-cyed
shoppers, but there were signs
chat six yearsafter it began, the
event was starting to take on a
life of its own. “All T know is that
there are thes

©
have ashort-sighted lack of wit.”
‘The commercial trashing
commercialism is Adbusters' and
Lasn’s way of teaching the masses.
In 1989, Lasn founded the Media
Foundation in Vancouver, British
Columbia. The group—which he

says had revenue of $500,000 last
year and has five full-time
h ducesal

outbursts of street theatre, of
mallinvasions, of pranks and
shenanigans ofall kinds,”sid
Lasn. “And this s nothing we're
pushing heavily; its happening
spontancously.” There were
scattered reports of Buy Nothing
Day posters, downloadable from
the Media Foundation’s website,
cropping up on college campuses
around the US, and of related
events, from seminars to
singalongs, in a dozen spots, Lasn
said anticonsumers in more than a
dozen other countries put on
similar events, he said.

In Vermont, Chapin Spencer,
a part-time carpenter, said he had
not heard of Buy Nothing Day
until he recently saw a public
television program about
“affluenza,” the spiritual and
environmental ils brought on by
A 1

a group and manned tables
outside the famous Burlington,
Vermont, malls pssing out ‘i

Opponents complained that
Buy Nothing Day wasa guilc-
inducer s well,and tht rtailrs

of time” offe
the recipienta block of the giver's
time instead of a material gift.
“The message s positive, not
confrontational,” Spencer said.
“We'te not telling people we
shouldn’t buy what we ned, but
we need to look at what we're
buyingand what the effect of
thatis personally, socially and
environmentally.”
Amongpassrs by whostopped
mmkEmLheBuyNudlmgmhleam

bl
income. It dosn't makeany
sense,” said Allen Parker,a
dishwasherin Burlingon. “People
should be able to buy whatever
they want without being made to
fecl guilty about it. To do for
others, you have to spend money.”
Sill, many would ike to spend
less. The Centet fora New
American Dream, a Vermont group
thatadvocates “susinsble

virtuall
nonchademhmd of Lhc lmhday-

sioned asurvey that fcund thar

cctmumugmpﬂqmddym
scemed toage. “Adsjust ry to get
youonaguictrip ocomeinand

sty sump
tion. Spencer and a college
professor friend cobbled together

are i your cedi
said Paul Byron Cranc, an environ-
‘mental plannerin Scatde.

most
lower spendingand less emphasis
ongifts during the holidays. The
survey, conducted last month,
found that 15 percent ofits 800
respondents were still paying off
cheir 1996 holiday bills. ¢

Viewers o pardicipatein “TV Turn-
offWeek.”

“I.came from Estonia where you
were notallowed to speak up
against the government,”says the
55-year-old Lasn, whose family fled
o the west in advance of the
Russian akeoverin 1944, “Here
wasin North America, and suddenly
realised you can’t speak up against
the sponsor. There's something
e o

bigges B

wasin Seatle whereorganiserscut | our publicirvays.”
up their red Butsome viewers did get to see
major downtown mall the commercial, For the third year

Butwhat perhaps generated
more debate than any of these:
measures was the Adbusters TV
commercial. This year it features

d pig i don

inarow, CNN Headline News
agreed toairit, with Lasn paying
$10,000 for a slot—far lower than
standard neoworkad s “We

map of North Americathat smacks
itslipsand says: “Theaverage
North American consumes ive:
times more than a Mexican, 10
times more thana Chinese peron,

shoul ur  spa
available to debate ssues of our
day,” said Steven Haworth, a
spokesman for Time Warner, which
owns

Thatother netorks wfiscto
broadcast the swinish ‘e

an person
from India... Give ca rest. 24
Novemberis Buy Nothing Day.”

How to decide

bother most consti -

ployees—p
advertising for studentand
environmental groups, including
an anci-automobile commercial
for Greenpeace. The foundation
also publishes a quarcerly maga-
zine called Adbusters thac sells for
$5.75 a copy and, according to
Lasn, has 40,000 subscribers. The
maguzine lambasts advertising’s
effect on popular culture and
includes lampoons of famous ads:
One parody of Camel cigarettes
features a cartoon character
called “Joe Chemo” a jab at
Calvin Klein's Obsession cam-
paign showsa slender model
seductively caressinga toilet,
vomiting; and a “Big Mac Attack”
ad displays a man on an operating
table, hooked up to a heart
monitor aglow with the Mc
Donald’s Golden Arches.
Buy Nothing Day action was

largely limited to utopia-tinted

places like Vermont and Seattle,
ond hehandiuls of quixoric

experts, who poinc ot that they

The Buy Nothing Day campaign in Seattle distributed this checklist to
let shoppers evaluate things they were thinking of buying.

Do need it?

How much will | use it?
How long will it last?

Can | do without t?

Am | willing to?
Will| be able to repair it?

How many do | already have?

Could I borrow it from a friend or family member?

Am | able to clean, lubricate and/or maintain it myself?

Have | researched it to get the best quality for the best price?

How will | dispose of it when I'm done using it?

Are the resources that went into it renewable or nonrenewable?
Is it made or recycled materials, and is it recyclable?

Is there anything that | already own that | could substitute for it?

outnumbered nationwide perhaps
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OFF THE BEATEN TRl

fier you have done allthe
classic treks in Nepal,
after you have seen Kala

Patarand done Annapurna
Sancutary there is another
challenge that awaits you:
Kangchenjunga.

Firstoff, Kangchenjunga is
located in the easternmost part
of Nepal, which gets triple the
amount of annual rainfall
compared to western Nepal—
these mountains on the foothills
of the world's third highest
mountain get upwards of 3,500
mm of ain a year. The effectis
mostvisible in the vegetation:
thick, verdant forests with heavy
undergrowth. Even at the height
of the dry season, the jungle
trails are moist and fresh. The
thododendron in castern Nepal
is some of the most spectacular,
especally the Milke Danda
range north of Taplejung which
has been declared a sanctuary for
Nepals national flower. The
whole trek through the moist
forests is also an orchid enthusi-
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This is a trek like no other: wilder, wetter, and wondrous.

ast’s delight. Iforchids are
actually parasites, then you could
call the Tamur River basin a
Parasite Paradise.

Ifthere s another conserva-
tion area to be declared in Nepal,
then it must bea Leech Sanctuary
in the upper Tamur Valley where
in the lush undergrowth of the
forests on either side of che river
isa diversity of leeches probably
found nowhere clse on carch.
“There at least 20 different types
ofblood-suckers: striped and
black, spotted like leopards, small
black ones, fatand brown ones
that look like slugs, slender long
ones that seem like they haven’t
had a good drink lately, and then
the common lecches that lal
their snouts at you from the
bushes and rocks. There are
environment-friendly ways to deal
with these creatures, and the
traditional method i to rub salt
on the fellows and they will

promply drop off. However, to
prevent from getting at your skin
in the first place you can use the
tobacco juice that porters prefer
and rub it like a balm. I¢1l keep
them ata safe distance.

Because of the higher rainfall,
farmers are more prosperous, and
there is more food. Eastern Nepal
also borders India’s Darjecling
district, where Nepalis have
traditionally gone to work. They
have brought back new ideas from
the tourist and education centres
of that hill station. This has
broadened their outlook, and
made the people of castern Nepal
more affluentand worldy-wise.
Added exposurc has come from
Gurkha veterans, who spend their
etirement in their ancestral
homes in the villages of the

forcigners here. The atea is nowa
National Park, and ther e
ACAP-type restrictions on
travelling, There is no extra
royalty to go n, but you have to
pay the park fec. Individual ravel
is discouraged, but this rule can
be sidestepped if you pretend
your porter guides are your
companions.

The trekis a challenge in
other ways: although there is
plenty of food, the villages are few
and far between and you have to
depend on your own provisions.
‘The distances are also long from
the road-head at Basantapur,
Gopetar or the airportat
Tumlingar.

“The views during the walk in
are notas spectacular as in some
of the other treks in Nepal, but

“Tamur Valley. once you get to the glaciers

And for trekkers, the greatest | draining the north and south
thing about the Kangct flanks of Kangchenjunga, the
trek is that you see very few other | vistas are outstanding,

Kangchenjunga is not a mono-
lithic peak, like Dhaulagiri or Mt
Everest, buta 10 km long ridge
over 8,000 m high which makes
its one of the largest mountain
masses on carth, Kangchenjunga
is tucked away in the northeast-
ern corner of Nepal and i in the
rainshadow. It has the same feel
as Manang Valley, although the
mountains here are even higher
and nearer and crowd the sky.
“The upper stretch of the trek is
along the crumbling laeral
‘moraines of retreating glaciers,
and can be treacherous in places
because of rockfall. The trail
leads up to the farcher end of
the valley, Jansang Pass to Tibet
at6,100 m.

“This is a photogenic land, the
villages even on the upper reaches
are more prosperous, the terraces
are meticulously carved out of the
slopes, and although the area is
remote and roadless, itis less

by PADAM GHALE

underdeveloped than other,
similar parts of Nepal.
Arccommended 1517 day
trek would entail lying to
‘Taplejung and taking the ridge

route to outl

TRAVEL
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English-speaking clderly ex-
servicemen.

Day 4: Yamptudin is probably
the only Gurung village this far
cast. Unlike their Rai o Limbu
neighbours, chey speak Nepali.
Day5: Lamite Bhanjyang does
not offer much of a view
because of the thick forest of
tall trees. Beyond here, there
arc only herders and shepherds
0 be scen takinglivestock to
high pasturcs.

Day 6: Tseram at 3,770m is
the junction from where you
branch offto the Yalung
Glacier.

Day 7: Ramche at 4,800m isa
yak shelter from where it is
two-and-half-hours to the base:
camp for Kangchenjunga south
face. Furcher up there s a
broad glacier field at Okuang, a
great place to camp i you
don’t havealtitude symproms.

Day 8: Race back to Tseram
Day 9: Rapka Kharka isalong
day from Tseram, crossing two
4,800 m passes. From the
exatically named Sinion Laisa
view to rival Poon Hill.

Annapurna Sanctuary, but
pethaps more spectacular, The
north face of Kangchenjunga is
visible with it three stacked
glacier shelves from which seracs
break off from time to time and

Kangel dJannu
dominate the castern horizon, to
the west is the jagged ridge of
Jaljale Himal which separates
the Tamur and Arun watersheds,
and far in the distance arc
Makalu and Everest. On a clear
day, you sce down to the Indian
plains to the south.

Day 10: Ghunsa, site of a
Tibetan Refugee Camp, isfour-
and-a-halfhours down to the
valley and you can reach in time
forlunch.

Day 11: Rampuk Kharka, The
day starts with a forest trail and
slowly gets into moraine country
with narrow trails and rock fall.
Day 12: Lhonak is like reaching

ble down in billowing clouds
of ice. There are views of Kirat
Chali, Nepal Peak, and The
Twinsat the head of the valley.
The valley itself goes on and on.
Day 13: Pangpema, even better
views of the north face. Stay for
two days if you have time, atcain
ninvanaand soak in the silence
and tranquillty.
Day 14: Can get right back down
to Ghunsa in one day.
Day 15: Amijilasa.
Day 16: By Chirwa youare back
in the low mid-hills with Bahun,
Chhetrivillages.
Day 17: Climb up to the ridge to
get back to Taplejung for the
flight back.

Trekking in the time of Maobadi

WANDA VIVEQUIN

Behind closed doors we sipped our dusty bottles of Pepsi in the village of Chiruwa, away from prying eyes on the
street and Maoists who might be lurking in the shadows, ready to pounce on hot, thirsty, hapless trekkers, or more
likely, take retribution retaliate against the hotel owner.
This is in no way intended to take away from the seriousness of the atrocities and violence that have beset
this country over the last few days. Itis an example to illustrate that tourists are not unaffected anymore in the
sparsely-trekked Kangchenjunga region.
Undertaking a 40-day exploratory trek in the region with three other tourists, two western guides and a crew of
about 16 produced plenty of evidence that despite reassurances that tourists are not Maoist targets, this may no
longer necessarily be the case. | have literally just finished washing my trekking clothes, so the examples |
highlight are current and relevant, though | hasten to add that in none of the incidents | was told about or
experienced was there evidence of violence or coercion.
We arrived in the area in mid-October to the news that, for the most part, the places we would be visiting
were “dry”. What beer we did manage to find had to be drunk behind curtains or closed doors, certainly never in
front of a window looking onto the street.
From Taplejung up into the trekking area police have abandoned their posts and their buildings are
boarded up. The airfield at Suketar, into which many trekkers fly, is visited by policemen when flights are
expected, but they always sleep in Taplejung.
During the early part of the trek there was
news of several incidents of people being
stopped by Maoists on the south side route of

base camp, backtracking to
‘Tseram and crossing over to the
norchern side. Taplejungis not so
difficult anymore to fly to since
private airlines began service.

Day &: Afier arriving in Taplejung
on the early morning light starc
walking to Lali Kharka past
picturesque muldi-echnic villages.
Day 2: Keswa. From the ridge
there are good views of Jannu
(also known as Kumbhakarna
Himal), the mountain looms at
the head of the valley and has a
striking presence.

Day 3: Mamankhe is a Rai and
Limbu village the houses sur-
rounded by barley, millet and
cornfields. The local tea-shops
have great tongba where you can
sip the warm drink with a
bamboo straw and chat with

in particular. One sirdar who

had been asked for money allegedly offered

aday's wages. The Maoists were after
something on the order of Rs 10,000

although it is unclear how this situation was
resolved. Subsequently we decided that our
sirdar would not carry a large amount of cash.
Our group witnessed a training camp in
Mamangkhe on the south side, with several
participants checking the loads and condi-
tions of our porters. The following day while
camped in Lali Kharka, our sirdar spent an
hour conducting delicate negotiations with
agroup of Maoists asking for cash dona-
tions, binoculars and cameras. He politely

refused them.

They claimed these were tools that would help in their training and surveillance work. About two weeks ago a
group of English trekkers was stopped in the Makalu Barun National Park by Maoists with guns, asking for the
same things. In this case also the sirdar negotiated his way out of the situation.

None of the trekkers | spoke to on the trail expressed fear or apprehension about being in the area, but it will
be interesting to see to what happens next, to what extent the Maobadi will affect Kangchenjunga's fledgling

tourism industry.

Wanda Vivequin is a New Zealand journalist who has just finished a 40-day trek in the Kangchenjunga

egion
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COMMENT

by JOVAN ILIC

Shopping for humans

The new breed, coming to a pasal near you.

ENT

by FRANCIS F!

The end of geography

the 16" and 17" centuries, when

genderarenon-esentil chacrer

One more UN office

UNITED NATIONS - UN Secretary General Kofi Annan is
creating a new high-ranking post whose functions include
overseeing the plight of the 49 least developed countries.
(LDCs), the poorest of the world's poor. The UN Conference
on LDCs, held in Brussels last May, recommended creating
this post for a UN High Representative. Besides LDCs, the

tics, th
Christan setsin Europeexposed the | of humanness” which entidesus o )
impossbiltyof politcal rulebased | equal potection against cetain types

on religious consensus. Montesquie,

ofbhaviourbyohrgupsor

Hobbesand Locke reacted o horrors
suchasthe Thirty-Year War by

\nndmg Thespreadofdemocri

separated to ensure ivi peace.

Tk confrontsasimilar
dilemma. Effores o unite polcicsand
welgionaredividing Musls. Our

ight oinsistchat the

in the late 20" century suggeststhe
westisnotaloncin thisbelic.
Butifhuman rightsare
universal, should we demand their
el b ;

High will also oversee the worlds land-
countries and l-isl
states. There is some overlap among the three ca(egones of
country. The High Representative will carry the rank of Under-
Secretary-General, a standing below that of Deputy Secretary
General in the UN hierarchy and the representative's office
will be at the UN headquarters in New York. Currently, all
matters relating to LDCs come under the purview of the UN
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Geneva.
The first High Representative is very likely to be from one of
the LDCs although though several Western countries have
staked claims on the job, which comes with an annual salary
of over $151,000. Annan, in a report to the General Assembly,
said the High Representative would be responsible only for
and reporting as well as advocacy and

urrent with Islam, an
This conflict is no clash of civilisations. ; Justiceexis, but hatheirapplicaton
ceccsceccccsssssccccccsssccccssses prudence.
de Inmlennce ‘We must di ish b
careatamomentofhistory |~ Asournotion of whatifeisall enyearsago Samul forcein human history and world i theoretical beliein the universality of
human | aboutisimmersedin sexlity and the H dthatth cultural lurality, bue forMushm:,bu(lxlamh:szlwavs human ightsandthectal pacice
beings first discovered fire, of maleand devel dy because the social lumay becasyosay thabananas | workdwherenew technologiespecd. | Second World War. Naviideology fuulelinesof world post-Cold ion, whose insttutional had dwi i
for before us s the very imminent | female,much of thehistoryof d | } ketsof England are P “improving”our pletcly diseredited dih War polii inly fonsare liberald I drcl ) dheword asoushared humannes”
prospect of the cloning ofa human | civilisation hasasaresultbeen played | which his ife unfolds will not beth llb d allknow | offpring it ideaof ‘improving the race” thas becy “clashof civlisations” between five or A d The isevid } isshaped in
being. We have alrcady cloned an ines; hink of your *“Thesame, butrorthe | bananasdoitgrovin Enghnd. This .Ltpﬂmmsmnurd\dd.mn'lhmsdu decadesbeforcany one thoughtaboutic ixmiorcutunlsoncs hatcan current conflctis notaclash of h Ton mens,such that ourperception of
animal and it has just been claimed fmmly,nhmkoﬁh:myalfmmly Allof | same,”yousay. i i i again,butwehave. bucvillnever Sviliarionst Jeural Tt i Tights—the hts differs. In many tradicional
thatth is-ever loned baby will | diswillchange, eproducive TthosImInsmurca(debuxgh goods. W the | of Westem civlisaion, thisiswhat maginea A d converge, bec: Tackst Istanding. Rather, icisa posivistview that whateverasoci et hoices and
be born next year. The impact of this | technology il d wosheep, Dally | sresof Thameland specllywhen | apialismisalabous, dhisishere values. o,.“mp\mmum. isthat | rearguard action by those i | d itutional means o b limited, che
reproductive technology and the evenrually make redundantmostof | and Polly. Whercas Dollywasa y herto Chhetrapatior | takesus—shoppis ypeto desi ionsand 11 Scpremberand che US ed by modernisation, and its moral arighbea Jso provid estern
isuest e forall ourlivesare | thesesocialpartemsand norms. The | stighecurboncopy, forPollya Asan'Tol many of Customised human cloningoff dards, hove will s 1d be viewed as parcofa P ieh i " tights s arring,becatsc it caniiot
quitestagegcring. . logialattacionof maleand female humang womiscd i i Thevay theyactand thespectreofa new kind ofimmortal- Pmplmgard;hfchﬂd“'lwmndoned civilisationalstruggle between Islam Any right thatis or has been tendencies,for i leads to cultural be abstracted from the larger
biology. P hen thesheep w le,oreven | ity T y or customised? Whatabout the child and thewest. Anotheristhatwhatin | aserted god, relativism. If, as Huntingron process of modernisation. The
haveal dect workingsof loned, makingic thefirsc“designer ffends us, but heir model(chemseh bomitha-diabily? Wil heresof man, or ature. mm,,gmlmmf

ourenvironment, we need to grow food
and buildshl Ay tolive. This

Andwhatdoe geinetum, bt

animal.Using th lone sa sandrd,

weknow that theyareall human
beings ke us regardlcss of cheir

their genorype)playingand
upgrading with v generc . It

soci h

the west: are considered umv:ml

inthegencticcode,asa defecnve

sghts, god o slgion,hus ben
rejected n !
enment John Locke’s Second
Discourseon Governmentbegins with

implies, che ights we claim in the
west emerged uniquely from the
policical risis of European
Chrisianity afier the Prorestant
Reformation, whatis to top other

ieti appealing to their

notion of universal human rights is
one partof the complex context of a
universal civilisation, from which
an understanding of the other
clements of modern socicties—

ustice d

for
kings'divine rights. The sccularism of
thewestern conception ofrighs i the

wrotean article “OurUmvclsal

Civilsaion,” arguing that “western”

local raditions to deny these
tights? The Chinese government is

cannotbe excluded. ¢
(Project Syndicate)
Francis Fukuyama, author of
The End of History and the Last
Man, is professor of politics
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by VICTOR BULMER-THOMAS

Growth in an age of anxiety

R estoring growhisan ever morevia e i s curen i, Growh

Latin America and Asia urgently need

fundraising to implement the LDC action plan adopted at the
Brussels conference. All analytical and technical cooperation
functions would continue to be carried out by other organisa-
tions in the UN system, including UNCTAD, in accordance
with their mandates. (ps)

Shackling the Internet

BRUSSELS - The European Commission is expected to
adopt rules in the coming weeks that would bind the 15 EU
members to outlaw racism and xenophobia on the Internet
and offine. A draft proposal lays out what it terms “effective,
proportionate and dissuasive” criminal penalties for racist
offences and provides a common definition of racism but
grants member states leeway in ensuring compliance. The
draft defines racism and xenophobia as “the belief in race,
colour, descent, religion or belief, national or ethnic origin as
a factor determining aversions to individuals or groups.” It
lists six race-related offences, which must be made punish-
able as a criminal offence throughout the EU. Vera

director of the European
Network Against Racism, said: “At the moment, EU legal
provisions on racist crime are very different, especially
concerning people who put racist propaganda on the
Internet.” The proposal starts from the premise that what is
illegal in the real world should be illegal online. The docu-
ment notes it is very difficult to prosecute those who dissemi-
nate racist material on the Internet because racist sites often
are located in non-EU countries, particularly the US, where
the offence is protected as free speech. The member states’
anti-racism legislation would need to cover people who
design racist web pages for European consumption, even if
they are not on EU teritory. The proposal would also make it
a criminal offence to set up a racist web site on EU territory,
even if the material is not hosted in Europe. To be adopted,
the proposal will have to be accepted by the EU justice and

recnaingan al will )
apmdmg.w.ob;mme.m.ndfo,.wwkm Ralwgsformany 0 puit their economlc house in order. | home affairs ministers once the European Parliament has
through the higher productivitythat e e e eoeeoeesesee esecssscsss | Weighedin (s
growth ils. G Growthin b Siaand
Kle social deficits in health, education and social securiy. T:n\v:n%\mppedmm by the 1997 financil i, Growehin Lain

Latin America’ th i hash I
1980 hin
byanimport- wmmmgmdwnahmmn wupport:d by
hightarff, quotas,icensesand,a mes,outrght :
hib Only three Lac
countriesjoincd the GATT in 1947. Curtency
controlscreated astrong biasagainst cxports. Moves
away from imporc substitution regimes began
before the 1980s, but many failed. Latin America’s
share ofworld trade collapsed i the thre decades
after 1950. Still, Latin American growth averaged
5 percentayear from 19501980, with Brazil
bricfly cnjoying growth over 10 percentaficr
1967. Income per head more than doubled, and
Latin America—witha fow exceptions—wasscen
asoncof theworld' fasest growing regions.
“Theimportsubsticution model became
exhausted longbefore the 19805, and i tookche
1982 debr crisis o kill it off, Latin America struggled
in the 80's o adjust o neweconomic model, which
imposedabeary llongrovh.Thismodlemphasied

investment. “]Afm

intwoacts. Until the early
dri

owned:

need forforcign capial o sustain an adequate ate of
investment. Forcign capitalinflows led to an accumla-
tion of debt, which on numerous occasions
provoked financial cries. The key to susainable
long-run growth in Latin America is higher
domestic savings.

under control, ensions yseems have been
*privatised, at cast partally. Loss-making satc-

enterprises have been closed or sold o the

privatesector. However, exireme ncome

" incqualityinthe region has ot produced high

' rates of savings by wealthy households, ascheir

quid assersare often held abroad.
Asia's problemsare the oppos

domesticsavings ncouraged financial instiutions
tolendbeyond prudentimits Non-performing

|

e

™" thatinciterecesson. Forsustainable long-run growth in
Asalowerdomesic avingsrenesdd,oa rctr

d Caribbs ptche Bahams) of theworld. But
WIO((;[\[I successor). Mostals ial reform has by id, bank lios still |’
suuusr\AH,\a.\dMLl«osunmsh.mfwmlduadmwmmmc umberofnon-performing lans. Clse s beween busnesand
5 Jy Chile—a hrasinthe 1990sas ment— dhercisarel lecharge
fastasbefore 1980. firms gobustor be tken ver by’ fomg;\ companics. Itis hard to channcl
I on, Asa'sgrowch i he 19 ining, save

Japan. Import noxdelverthe ame benissin Latin Americ Latin America and Asiab pen, their vulnerabil |
Inthe 1 d id d. Slow or no growth in Japan isa negatiy actoss Asia.

led growth. South Korea, Taiwan, dSi b Today's difficulties in the US h: da heavy toll hin Latin
modelsfo Indonesia, Malaysia,the Philippines,and Thailand, Twoyearsafier  America. Mexico,with mostof fesined for North America, isnow in

Mao's death in 1976, economic reform i in China Inlxmhmi mml .md u:l-r.m
kets, e1 d foreign

degree of income inequalicy. The resltwas a spctacularspurcof growth,

rivalling ot exceeding Japan betuween 1950 and the mid- 1980,

recesson. # (Project Syndicare)

(Victor Bulmer-Thomas is director of the Royal Institute of
International Affairs, London.)
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OPINION

Ancther Three Gorges?

BE\J\NG Chma is reviving an old water-diversion scheme Vavouved Dy
the late Chairman Mao 50 years ago, that would see the waters of the
China's longest river, the Yangtze, transferred from the south to the
parched north. Critics deride the project as “Great Leap Forward think-
ing’, which held that nature could be transformed in a great way for
human benefit. But officials argue that the biggest water diversion
project in China's history is “a fundamental strategic solution” to the
serious water crisis in the north. The ambitious South-to-North Water
Transfer Project, estimated to cost over $60 million, will kick off early
next year and large parts should be completed by 2010. People and
industries in Beijing and Tianjin—two cities beset by worsening water
shortages—are expected to use water taken from the Yangize River basin
100 km to the south. More than half of China's 600 cities suffer water
shortages. The overuse of groundwater has caused the water table under
the North China Plain to drop substantially over the past five years. The
Yellow River, on which much of northem China depends for its indusiry
and agriculture, is so overused, it often runs dry before reaching the sea.
This year has seen one of the worst droughts in decades. China's Ministry
of Water Resources says that in 2030, when China's population reaches
1.6 billion, its per capita water resources quota will be only 1,700 cu m,
a generally acknowledged danger limit. Norther China, the country’s
breadbasket where a third of the population lives, taps only 7.7 percent
of the country’s water resources. Some experts argue that such a
mammoth project would adversely affect the and displace
thousands of people along its routes, rivalling the controversial Three
Gorges Dam in damage caused. (IPs)

A lot of gas

BRUSSELS- Asthe Taleban regime
collapse, the moment of uthis

approaching for the main viccims of
“Talcban rule: Afghan women.

“Theinternational communiy—in
theformofthe US, European powers
mostinvolved n the present conflct,
and the UN—must insiston the

inclusion of women at very level of
the country’snew provisional

governmen. Thisisthe demand ofa
new campaign hunched in recent days
by the Transnaional Radical P
“The campaign, which lready has
the backing of hundreds of members
of paramentacross Europe, spread
theword among theinterational
PRSI

offasting and non-violent rorest” on
24 November. The cventwas o put
pressurcon politicalleaders around
theworld tomove beyond rhecorical
commitmentstoby taking concrete
stepsto ensure the full paricipation
ofwomenin the nw Afghan
govemmen,

Puting womenin powicrin Kabul
isnotonlya form of eparation, buta

p onof

DHAKA - Bangladesh has long been under pressure from intemational
oil companies, representatives of the World Bank and other multilateral
agencies, donor countries and businessmen to export part of its gas
reserve, but the newly elected government seems to be rethinking an
earlier decision to do so. Finance Minister Saifur Rahman says the

by EMMA BONINO

Women and the “war”’

The world must insist on the inclusion of Afghan women in public life.

professions, or held positions of Jlowed direct participation in the new

xespamlbdlryin the civil service. ide—al y vernment. Anything else would
lowever, f Afighar ati absolut risk being nothing more than

omenl: idl submission to men, and daily abuse ineffectual denunciation, soon

the beginning ofthe 1990s with the

warbetween the various Afghan

and rape,ofcen resulinginsuicide. | forgotten when the Afghan question
01998, duringavisto Kbul | isnolongerin the spotlight ofthe

factions and the ri the ress.

administration of Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia may still go for
natural gas export—“provided that is beneficial for the country.” Rahman
sparked an outcry against the export plan in October, when he said the

development (includinghe develop-
mentof democracy) ina country

P P
Taleban, who reduced them toslaver Hy ian Aid, I denount .-Am Tocnsure(}n( thisvery reason-

depn\*mgrhcmofrhsmm[clem:nmn drmatccondicon ofwomenin able proposalsaccepted,strong

brough oits knees by over 20 years
ofcivil warsand occupation.

Beforethe ivilwar, Afghan
women tookanactive art cspecialy
in the urban arcas,in the develop-
mentand moderisation of the
country, sometimes occupying roles

government had decided in principle to export gas to India. This
prompted the principal opposition Awami League, and left-leaning
organisations and professional groups to declare the decision danger-
ous, even “suicidal", for Bangladesh. Awami League president Sheikh
Hasina, Khaleda Zia’s immediate predecessor, noted: “Over 90 percent
of Bangladesh's total population has no access to the benefits of gas.”
Hasina accused the present government of striking a secret deal with
foreign oil companies to export natural gas to India through a pipeline.
Instead, she said, raw gas should be used to establish gas-based
industries within Bangladesh. It is difficult to determine the size of

rights and making th rally xerted on the
invisible. The barbaric, bl oody “Talcban. Acchattime Iwasalonein | governmentsofthe USand theother
“Talcban regimedeprived themofthe | my struggle. I hope that I will not countries taking partn the military
tight o sudy, to work,and o vote, the | remain so. operations,on the UN, on theladers
right o cquality before the aw,and Thereis only oneway o ensure | ofthe Northern Allance, and on King
even theright to circulate frecly. hattheissue of women'srightsis | Mohammed Zahis Shah. 75
During more than 10 years of dxscussed duringthe negonanom

normally reserved for men in the e provi- (Emma Bonino is a member of
Muslim world. Many women inthe jonal the European Parliament and
practisedin the legal and medical | home,theimposiionoftheburgaon | to ask for and obain their full a former European

2 former |

Bangladesh's recoverable gas reserve. Different bodies offer different
figures, ranging from 2.83 trillion cu m to 315 billion cu m. At the
present rate of utiisation, says state-run il firm Petrobangla, this will be
exhausted in the next 20 years. Bangladesh uses 70 percent of gas to
generate electricity and produce fertiliser. Some 20 percent goes to run
mills and factories while 10 percent is for domestic use. The government
spends about $500 million annually importing 3.3 million tonnes of
crude oil and petroleum products. Last year, using approximately 8.5
million tonnes of oil equivalent saved Bangladesh $1.6 billion. (iPs)

THE FORBIDDEN TRUTH?

JULIO GODOY INPARIS

I nfluenced by United States oil companies,

PresidentGeorge W Bush'sgovernmen
initally

Change Advise

DFID s 2 significant partner The
in Nepal, We work 1o support the afforts
of HMGN 1o deliver its development
objectives in order to achieve the
Miltennium Development Goals and
eliminate poverty in Nepal.

candidate will possess
a postgraduate degres, of equivalent,
in a relovant socialfpolitical science
discipline. Practical experience of
working in development Is essential,
Also. you will be able o display & broad-
based sef of personal

investgations on terrorism whil it brgained
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tion and economicaid, owo French inteli
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John O'Neill resignedin Julyin protestover the b “Theauthors caim O'Neillrold them that “th bstac
. . I 1Soil d the role plaved by S: Amhmm it.” Theyalso claim the
% Csmainobjc lcate the poston ofthe Talel Sentral Asiasoil

and gasreserves.
Uniil August,they sa, the US government saw the Taleban regime “asa source ofstabilicy in Central Asia that would
enable the construction. ofan ol piplincactos Gental A from heichoilickdsin Tukaemsmn, Usbekistanand
, through Pakist Ocean. toa erS

condiions
ncgorations, US reprschatives old e Talban, cther youacceptour rofferofa carpet ofgold orwebury youundera

petof bombs’,” Bn\.ud

Taebanafier cominginto powerin February. US
and Tleban diplomstic epresntaivs et el s in Washington, Belinand <mabid.The st mecting s in
August, ksin the US, th when Christina Rocca, in charge of Central Asian
affairs for the US gmemmsm, ‘met Taleban Amhu:adox 0 Pakistan [Abdul Salam Zacef] in Is]amalnd

Rn m{ and D: h ly anard ‘was until rhc late 1990s director of economic

for Vivendi, a French intell and wrote for
Ihcm in1997arcporton the now fimousal-Qucd neevork, Iu.\dcd by bin Laden. Dsquicisan imcstigaivejounalis
and publisher of Intelligence Online, vailable through
the Internet.

Brisard and Dasquie draw a portrait of the closest aides to Bush, linking them to the oil business. Bush's family hasa
stongail background, s dosomeof s o aids.From Vice President Dick Cheneythrough the Dircctorofthe National
Security Council Condoleezza Rice, to the Donald E 1d Stanley Abraham, all have
forlong worked for US oil companies.

The book also takes issue with the role pl

bin Laden, and with th s th

dby SaudiArbiain I damentalism, in th i
Yoy Sauc

hisacdvides. Inaddition, the authors say the US

Department for government's claim thatithad been prosccuting bin Laden since 1998 [isabig fraud]. “Actually,” Dasquic says, “thefirs
Inteenational satetooffcally rosccute bin Laden was Libya,on charges oferorism.”
Development feeporstha he U ed dlosely with the UN during the negori hthe
Tidbn” o discus thesituation in Afghanistan,” says thebook. ‘Represenctivesofthe
and Rusia, and th hat border with Afghanistan were present,” it says. Sometimes, Taleban
repkstnmu\’esv\ﬂra]sorhcm
. - . Th lled Six plus 2, havet ANaik, former P S Ina
Waorking Lo eliminate global poverty and promote sustainable development e ! onfrned by N erakistaniSecretary orlor g
. this month, Na Berdin in July ‘the
www. .l he Taleban had. d this coaliion, ¢ 1dt ived international
nomicdd ndhe i hotnand Usbel

Black Friday

Since it was a Friday, the rulers and administrators of the country were in a holiday mood. Prachanda,
supreme commander of the Maoists, had broken the talks (two days ago), saying there was no point in
talking anymore. Still, he had not ordered his forces to attack. The government was trying to revive the
dialogue and impress its importance upon the intermediaries, facilitators and other people in contact with the
Maoists.

At Baluwatar Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s aides had left for
the day. The telephone rang around 9PM. It was the first sign of trouble
and no matter how hard he tried, he could not avert the consequences.

The phone kept ringing throughout the night. By Saturday morning, most
citizens knew that peace had been shattered.

The 9PM call from Surkhet not only informed the prime minister about
the attack on the helicopter, but about the possibility of an attack in Dang.
As soon as he heard this, he realised it was not enough to mobilise the
army in those affected areas only. He asked the concerned army officers
1o start preparing for suitable action, and the army replied that everyone
had been put on “alert.”

The prime minister and defence minister was unaware that the army
high command had four days earlier ordered its forces not to engage
with the Maoists—they were not to shoot at them or follow them. He was
satisfied having informed the army, but that was shattered after the call
from Dang came through.

At 10PM there was news that the Maoists were organising a torch
procession. A few minutes later another call came—they were attacking
the offices of the Chief District Officer (CDO) and the Superintendent of Police (SP). The prime minister
asked his aides to remain in constant contact with the army, and called senior ministers over to his place. All
that acting Chief of Army Durga Prasad Aryal had been saying until now was that the orders had already
been given and the army was on alert. Communication with Dang was cut off around 11.30PM. By that time,
the massacre had taken place.

At the same time, information came through that the Maoists had kidnapped the Syangja CDO and
District Development Committee (DDC) president. Police were being massacred, property was being set on
fire and widespread looting was taking place. The prime minister's aides were busy contacting people in
other districts. This continued till 3AM. By daybreak there were reports of Maoist attacks in 32 districts.

At 6AM, the prime minister ordered the army to start searching the jungles in Dang and Syangja. The
army said it would only accept those orders following all due procedures. The prime minister called a
meeting of the Security Council early in the morning. Both police chiefs, Pradeep Sumsher Rana and Krishna
Mohan Shrestha were present, the army was represented by its acting chief, and there were two other
army personnel there too. The meeting lasted until noon and decided the army would act as a back-up force
for the police and the armed police. Just before this meeting, the prime minister had called all the cabinet
ministers to his residence. They discussed mobilising the army and declaring a state of emergency. The
prime minister met UML leaders, Krishna Prasad Oli, Amrit Bohara, Jhal Nath Khanal and Bharat Mohan
Adhikary and got their approval to declare the Maoists “terrorists” and send the army after them.

After the Security Council meeting, the prime minister went to report to the king. He informed the king
about all the events and also told him why the army needed to be deployed. He informed him that the UML
had also agreed to these directives. The prime minister then went to the residence of former prime minister
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, ascertained that he agreed to the plan, and then went to meet former prime
minister Girija Prasad Koirala. This meeting decided an all-party meeting had to be called for.

The cabinet again met at 4PM at the prime minister's residence. It had already been decided that the
army would be deployed and the Maoists would be termed terrorists, but since the all-party meeting had not
taken place yet, and the Nepali Congress had not passed any directives either, no decisions could be taken.

At 5PM an all-party meeting was held in Baluwatar. The events were thoroughly discussed and it was
made clear that there was no option but to deploy the army. KP Oli made it very clear that since they had
attacked the army, the question of whether or not to deploy the army was no longer relevant. He said this
was a question the Maoists had to answer. Interestingly, the Samyukta Jana Morcha, the Rastriya Jana
Morcha and the Nepal Majdoor Kisan Party did not attend this meeting, though they have always sent
representatives to all all-party meetings. Other left leaders present were Jhalanath Khanal, Bharat Mohan
Adhikary, Sahana Pradhan, Bam Dev Gautam, Radha Krishna Mainali and CP Mainali. Ruling party members
KP Bhattarai, Ram Chandra Poudel, Sushil Koirala, Chakra Bastola, Narahari Acharya and Arjun Narsingh
KC were also there. The RPP was represented by Surya Bahadur Thapa, Prakash Chandra Lohani,
Rabindra Nath Sharma and Kamal Thapa. The Nepal Sadbhavana Party sent Gajendra Narayan Singh,
Rajendra Mahato and Badri Narayan Mandal.

The Nepali Congress Central Working Committee held its meeting Sunday morning and decided that the
government should take appropriate legal action against the Maoists, mobilising all security forces. The CWC
also asked the government to take appropriate action against anyone threatening peace and security. Home
Minister Khum Bahadur Khadka said since the party had already declared the Maoists terrorists, action
should be taken against them.

UOTE OF THE WE
“The Nepali Cong crowdof 5. When these ould not carry out
s ey, heycalledforan emergency, proving their incompetence.

‘Tarun, 26 November

Pradip Nepal, spokesman, Nepal Communist Party, UMLin Budhabar, 28 November.

(Excerpis from cdicorials)
Janadisha, 25 November

(o1
“The “People’s Liberation Army” have
carried out miltary operationsin
Dang, Syangiaand other partsof the
couniry, which shows that theyare

Who's a real
revolutlonary"

Chbalphl, 25 November

Editorial

The Maoists must understand very

solved. Ifwe do not have wisdome,
tact,patienceand docliy, we may
resort o force o olve the problemn,
and none ofuswill beable o foresce
theoutcome. A solution i possible
and for his the governmentand the
Maoists must kep their usc ofarms
under control, (Thisedic readsasii

Maoist communist

slowly becoming victoriousand that
oo ol bing ot

wiped out. Despiteall this, Maoists

havessh

involvedin | The
Ma\)msshouldnolbcxcw:dmoxﬂv
those who pick upa gunare rue
revolutonarie. The reacionary forces
hadalo come toa poincwhere they
were prepared to make changesin the
constituion. At this poin, he Maoists
Iei bleand have

declared)

again taken up arms, Thiswill ot do
the countryany good. Ara time when

Janadisha, 20 November

L]
Excerpes froman incerview with
Padima Ratna Tuladar
governmentand the main opposi-

tion parties cannotagree o the

oftheworld hing s, chey

matter of

should have tried to win the people’s

Th me
demand forampubhc tmm their Ixs(

forward th an cthe
dilogue. They didnotdothatandare | formaion ofa consiunc .L\(Lmhl» s
walkinginto ch forthemby | their

reactionary forces. The d did de d th

chink hard about this. It was nota
wise decision forthem to resume
\m\enwhen reactionaryforecsre

all,and instead told the Maoists hat
sincethey had foraken thessueof a
republis it vasnoe ey e

dealof fleibilicy
ontheissucof dialogue. IFthe old
system disrcgards chis fleibilicyand
mmesounspollcyofapprcssmgrhe
Maoiss hat

Iabellmg them all errorist, e was very
necessary to stablish a good under-
x(and.mgm\drapponmmdxeptop

would beproprfor Debis

m g\m isnot theonly meansof

assembl
ciher. As far asTunderstand, the
constitutional assembly was tobe the
medium through which the people:
would takea decision on the matter of
therepublic. The UMLand the

government cacionary conspitaces. | Nepali Congress have to realse thtin
demand fora bl (Th 2y le o f:
beforcitistoo ate [ewasonlyafier | cmergency wasdechred) ascemblyisposiive itisdemocratic,

the government shut the doors n the
faceofthe Maoiststhat they began
carying out their military campaigns.
“Thisis clar forall o see. All peace-
loving Nepalismust ise their voice
against the presencsysem. (Thispaper
stoppedappearing Tuesday)

Deshantar, 25 November

... The Maoists have bitten offmore
than they can cheww The govermment

a Times, 27 November
RtcreTrae
... Thisisadifficul the

and you cannot possibly opposeit.
Butitis not practical. The Nepali
Congresssaid clealy thaticwould not
supportitatany cost. The UML
cannotopposeiin principle,and will
b Y eed th

country, averycritical juncrure, We
aremovingtovardsvas, terrorismand
suppresson. Our education,
industrial and other construcive
sectors willall come toastandstil.
Fear, unrestand uncerainty have
spread toall partsof the country and it

itheduryofthe iz o top i,
Th "

was doing s bst o carry forward th

dilogue Thisisasowhathepeole

seem o b caughtup i heiovn

vanted too, b

i \plr.mumandhmkc(hc
ceasefre, Within 50 hoursofbreaking
itthey massacred a ot of people. Afrer
Dangand Syangia, itisclearthat the

wrengeh. Noone
knowsforsurewhen uncomforable
decisions willbe taken. Insucha
situation s not wiseto maintain the
status quo. A dimelike this requires

issue thatan even worse constitution

army mustbe mobilsed. Armics peace,sablityand uniy, cither

don'trewm otheit thearmy,

theyl k d | oranord 1nemslgency—

“The Maoists have killed sold d hatever ! y the

Af[h&.lrmvdcudt\wKm,dh)(uf constitution. This requires a greacd: hel dafter the el f

blood will flow. h of patience, docilityand wisdom. The | the consti bly. Their

better trained d thar dd ha ncern s basel

Maoist milicia, and also larger. The drudv had dh dsof dial ydoy i

itemationalsenario s not avousble | Why notsicforanother round? The . Heslrh(ssho\m(hauhclels
intellecn Is poliicallyaciveand NCorthe

tothe Maolsn cither. India has already

declared t Oncethe
government here docs the same, then
regardlessof the kind of suppression
andarrocites governmentactions
mightinvolve, no other governmentor
international body will peakin favour
ofthe Maoist. Therc could be more
blcodshed burtowhatend:

Government-Maoist talks: So what if the justification for the talks has ended? Possibilities still remian.

T Naya Sadak, 24 November

Thetypeof
Maoiss it issonly s Norh

focuson rlns In his recent statemens,

UML. Otherwise th

g lhccons\uucmmmbb,

Prachanda has climed hisarcy s ill
interested insolving chis problem
hrough dialogue. Ifthis sthe case
why starethis unnecessary massace,
spilmore blood? Similarly, ifhe
governmentknowsthis probler can
besolved with the help of cerain
factos, why resorc o violence I

ded

Iefsorceswouldbeina moriy
and the onstution that would be
formed would not be o theirliking,
Neither partybelievesin isclf, for if
any o them wanted, they could casily
have ilted towardsa republic. They
weresimply not confident they would

Koreaand Cuba.
interested ina closed society. There

wisdom, anyd:fﬁcul( problem can be

consiturion they lked.

3 the
government's acivities now, buthis
in no way means that they supporc
the Maoists'actions. Ifthe Maoists
are really figheing for the rights of
the people,they should make sure
that peopleare not killed. Going by
recent events,chere willsoon be a
massive bloodbath. Once the
Maoistssarc this,the government
will notsic quietly, and certainly, it
should take immediate steps to
counterit, The governmentis
responsible for providing security to
the citizens. Ithas the fundamental
responsibiliy o take action against
peoplewho break laws, the rules and
regulacions of the country. (This it
appeareda day bfore the emergency nas
dl)
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cach other'sstrengh, and why
violenceis nor good for the nation,
chen they will come rushing back to
the peace process. But the sad partis
chat by then many Nepalis will

Mondayand thearmy wasalso
deployed throughoutthe nation. The
governmentalso labelld the Maoists
tertoriss. Thisdecraionhs pry

the strategy required in the process.
And, soboth sides have faled.

“The very Maoists who i the past
sidhey hadan “undecred o ing
\Inlw th

muchputanend ot

Are you suspicious that the

government is trying to hit at

democracy through the emer-
2

Weill notsay thatat this moment,

y

Surprising si ence

NS,
22 November .
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; Fpr o butalso the howshes Id PPN g incllectual Feedom? Whorwill
Neoessary evil ,,.dmmgd‘hs,,,m(ks A sty line Thiswil | Shoud there have been an all. | T e safeguard thar? Many publihers
"""" lls, andwith thac Thisatackondhe | party govemment? conficsvillariscbeweenthesource | €€ 10 think that they are king-
thehopeofth and the Romlkepnl y hasst in | Thatcould haveh d Wehave | e andour | makers”. Are publishers, editors and
Jhouhd o | popeda gy | iy rhe‘\/hmsrkadershlplsnm\ in | sentrghdeyamdaheNp | TSR, | bl peoleo

d, for the first

a.L h.\m quq’mh polics, we cannoe

timeindheisonyofthe gy

unjustified, Royal Nepal
bccause ithasheen doneinkeeping | Amy: The Neplintcligenisiaand
Ttisnaurdto | politcal
! quested the Maoi break the
prescribed in th d but th
and esorted . Thatis

lawand order. Until now the Maoists

whyitisthe Maoistswhoare

the handsof reactionary
Moban Vaidyaand Ram Babadur
Thapa.

“We suspect the
government’s
motives”

Dristi, 27 November

-KPOli

e

Thegovsmmenrh‘l.\ﬂnnouncedamre

thecountry el

Media war e

Kantipu, 22 Novernber

Atidal wave
diais fall

fnction properly in suchasituation.
“Theleas he government could have
donewas putforward itsopinions
concerningthis, buri did nor even do
tha...Oncea paper controlled by
Indians sarts publishing from Nepal,
doyou thinkievilldicus mares

of

-~ Ournaionl proy

Nepaliertory, and th adeand

isto fight this asaule that major
publishersand editorsof the country
hagor gl 0o heNe

of emergency:
oppsiion CPN- UWmeor/ns’

ilnssecmr isflving vy pily,
ltothe

thegovermmentf s plnson
Saturday, itonly mentioned thatic
would take ffetive steps. They did

nation. Nepal has o fghtagainstthis
tical waveand chis is why this Society
hasbeen formed. The overnmenti

transicreaty? [ecertainly won't, Why
have ourgovernmentand our
nationalis parties been mum on thi?
Himalaya Timeshas been published
for thelastsix years. Now, with the
htlpoHorely\mvesm\em,anEnghsh

going (o start forming lobbics
similar to those in many other
sectors? Today they have formed an
association to protect their interests;
tomorrow they might startto form
alliances to form and destroy
governments, Whatwill happen
then? [ the thought processesare
goingto becontrolled, will the
people be the wiser? ... used o
publish papers cven in the
Panchayat regime. At hat time the
objective of most papers was the
restoration of democracy. Despitc
this, wedid ot form carcl,

Is can never work for

[hc bencic of the nation. Forming
carclsinhemedia vould lad o

I ightsand

dnotdoing

When we said we must move towards
declari

anything. This castsawebof doubton
anphing Thiscao

possiblyalterthe rightsof ctzens, he

y
thenation. Politcal comp

o O TH
said such asituation would notarise

amajor olein the tur of eventsand

f

o forcs.
.. I d

Forcigninvestment

gency withou ling t

e

‘may not be taken

politica
pardics. A satc of emergency is
concerned notjusevith the govern-
ment, he problemis nocof the
lone,and theyare notthe

riously by the D
becauseoftsown poliical compul-
sions. Sl how can national dailics be
it hensuesconceming he

nation, d national

olyonesbaring scoses sy did
they deceive the opposition parties It
isamatterof grave concern foruschat
the government said one thingand did
something b by suddenly decring

lnrercsrsarebcanuxmpn)mxxd’Hov.

cerain quarteris

y Thesilence ofthe
govenmentand the opposicion partics
onsuchan importantissuc s most
surprising, Itis improperand
unacceptable that such forcesof
nationalismshould be quietacsucha
time and even more surprising s that
somesectors have only spoken in

frudum ,.,Thn timearound,
Himalaya Timesis not part of this
carteland Gorkhapatrawas ot even
invited. Furcher, smaller papers like
Naya Sadak, Prabhackalin, Janadisha
were notinvited cither. Howare we
tobbe sure that the careel (Media

Society) will not be used against the
smale papers o I

u-

favourofthe new paper, saying things
thatare detrimental to nation...

Media cartel

Deshantar, 25 November

dicorial

from being published, awilibes
suppression ofthe fundamental
rights of the people. The constiru-
tion gives all Nepalis the right to
publish papesin this country. That
is something to be decided by the
courts.... but weapons used against
| o P

e forgerour s
formation of the newsociery must be
analysed in thislight.... Today the
gm:mm:mnqult[andAslal’aclfc

Agroupofwehynevspper

then what? So I ask the members of

mgedmand formed a mediasocicry

asutcofemergency.

P ncisto

the Socicty if some other peopleor
force s not using them.

Historically, all reactionary forces on
the verge of extinction invariably
conductalast desperate strugele

absolurely superior force (cwo,

three, four and sometimes even five

orsix times the cnemy's strengeh),
I b

war hasts own particular character-
istics and in this sense, it cannot be
cqmm.l hpoliis i general

against th forces, an
some revolutionaries are ap to be
deluded fora time by this phenom-
enon of outward strengeh but inner
weakness faling to grasp the essenial
fact that the enemy is ncaring
extinction while they themselves are
approaching victory.

Ifthey [the Kuomintang] fight, we
wipe them out completely. This
isthe way thingsare; if they attack
and we wipe them out,they will have
that satifaction; wipe out some,
some satisfaction; wipe out more,
moresatsfactions wipe out the whole
lor, complete satisfaction. Ching’s
problemsare complicated, and our
brains must also be  lctle compli-
cated. Ifhey stare fighting, we fight
back, fight to win peace.

.
Ifanyoneatacks usand ifthe
condicionsare favourable for batdle,
wewill cerinly actin slf-defence to
wipe him out resolutely, choroughly,
wholly and compleely (we do not
strike rashly, but when we do strike,
we mustwin).

¢
Asfaras our own desire gocs, we do
notwant to fight cven fora single
day. However,if ircumstances force
us o fight, we can fight o the
finish.

In the revolutionary war asa whole,
the operations of the people’s
guerrillasand thosc of the main
forcesof the Red Army complemen
cach other likea man’s ightarm
and lefearm. In concrete terms,
ly concerning military
s, whenwe talk of the
peoplein the bascarea sa factor, we
meanwe have an armed people. That
is the main reason the cnemy is
aftaid to approach our bascarea.

.

opera

The objectof waris “o prserve
oneselfand destroy the enemy”
(which means to disarm him or
“deprive him of the power to res
and docs not mean to destroy every
member ofhis forces physically).
Destruction of the enemy s the
primary objectof war and slf-
preservaion the secondary, because
only by destroying the cnemy in
large numbers can one effctively
preserve onescf.

Every war cxacts aprice, sometimes
an excremely high one. Is his not in
contradiction with “prescrving

oneself”? There is no contradiction at
allssacifice and self-preservation are
M}.uppmmdmmp\emmwm

strive to wipe them out thoroughly

of poliics
means.” When politics
|

hymhu. .
oo

and do not et any escape from the
net. I special circumstances, use
the method of dealing the enemy
crushing blows,thatis, concentrate
all our strength to makea frontal
attackand an attack on onc o both
of his flanks, with the aim of
wipingout one partand routing
another so ourarmy can swifly
moveis troops to smash other
cnemy forces, Stive toavoid bartles
of atrition in which we lose more
than we gain or only break cven.
(5) Fight no bautle unprepared,
fight no batele you are not sure of
winning; make every cffort o be
well prepared for each battle, make
every efforc o ensure vicrory in the
given serof conditions berween the
cnemy and oursclves.

(6) Give full play to our style of
fighting—courage in batdl, no fear
of sactifice, no fear of atigue,
continuous fighting (fighting
successive battlesin.a short cime
without reso).

(7) Strive to wipe out the enemy

which it cannot proceed by the usual
means, war breaks out to sweep the
obstaclesfrom the way. Poliicsis
war without bloodshed while waris
politics with bloodshed.

.

History shows that warsare of owo
Kinds, just and unjust. All progres-
sivewars are just, and all wars that
impede progress arc unjust. Not
only do we Communists not oppose
just wars; we actively participate in

bad, itis Marxist.

¢
‘Weare advocates of the abolition
of war, we do not want war; but
war can only be abolished through
war.

.
‘The Party commands the gun, the
gun must never be allowed to
command the Party.

¢

‘The People’s Liberation Army has
developed s vigorous revoluton-
arypoliical work, an importan
facorin victory over the enemy,
on the basis of  people’s war and
the principlesof unity between

putinto practice. Only in this way
canwe really extend democracy
within the Party and ac the same
time avoid ultra-democracy and the
Inissez-fire that destroys
pline.

+

In the spherc of theory, destroy the
roots of ultra-democracy. Ultra-
democracy damagesor cven
completelywrecks the Party
organisation and weakens o cven
complerely undermines the Party's
fighting capacity,thercby causing
the defeat of the evolution. The
source of ultra-democracy i in the
petit bourgeoisic’s individualistic
aversion to discipline. These ideas
are uterly incompatible with the
prolecariat’s fighting tasks.

0\" rsoganin sining roopsis
hodirssoldcrs

form of warfare. Guerrilla warfare is
aweapon anation inferior i arms
and military cquipment may cmploy
againsta more powerful aggressor
nation. When the invader picrces
decp into the heartof the weaker
country and occupies her terriory in
acruel and oppressive manner, there
is no doubr that conditions of
terrain, climate, and society in
gencral offer obstacles o his
progress and may be used by thosc
who oppose him to advantage.

During the progress of hostili-
ties, guerrillas gradually develop
into orthodox forces thatoperate in
conjunceion with other units of the
regulararmy.

‘We pursuc our basic policy, the
creation ofa national united anti-
Japanese front, o gain our policical
goal the complete emancipation of
the Chi

rtain

(cac“ fiit

cachother.” T h: ﬂghms havealot
of practical combat experience. The
officersshould learn from them,
when they have made other
people’s experience their own, they
will become more capable

Going by the Little Red Book

These excerpts from Mao Zedong's Little Red Book—from sections on the armed struggie to
capturing political power, surrounding the cities from “base areas” in the hinterland, and the
formation of the People’s Liberation Army—all show how closely Nepali Maoists follow Mao
thought, and where they see fit to diverge. The excerpts also indicate which way the Maoists
are headed, and give us a glimpse of their ultimate destination.

when heis on the move. At the
same time, pay attenion to the
tactics of positional arack and

them. World War [isan instancein
which both sides fought for
imperialstnteress; hercors,the
o

cach other.
from heprinipe of shooring

fortified pointsand
ites

If and
making full use of fire-power to
destroy the enemy) to the principles
of strategy—are permeated with this
spicit. All technical principles and
all principles concerning tactics,
campaigns and strategy represent
applications of this basic principle.

¢

Our principles of operation are:

(1) Arack dispersed solated enemy
forcesfirst atack concentrated strong
enemy forces later.

(2) Take small and medium cities
and extensive rural areas first; take
big cities later.

(8)C king cities,
resoluely scizeall enemy foreified
pointsand weakly defended citis.
Asfor strongly defended cnemy
fortified points and cities, wait
until condicions are ripe.and then
wkethem.

(9) Replenish our strength with all
thearms and most of the personnl
captured from the enemy, Our
army's main sources of manpower
and materical areat the fron.

(10) Make good uscof intervals
between campaigns to res, train
and consolidate our troops. Periods
of est, raining and consolidation
should not be very long, and the

iping out the nemy’s

Id as far as possible be

permitted nob

do not make holding or cizinga ciry
or place our main objective. Thisis
the outcome of wiping outthe
enemy’s effective strengeh, and often
acity or place can be held o sized
for good only afer it has changed
handsa number of times.

(4) In cvery bardle, concentrarean

¢

“Waris the continuation of
politics.” In this sense, war is
policics and wartselfis  political

of thewhol

frmlyopposcd . Toopposca var
of chis kind d possible

armyand people, berween
commandersand fighters, and

Asfor the training courscs, the

-nemy troops.

(2

important factor

to preventit before it breaks out
and, once i breaks out, to oppose
war with war.

.
Every Communist must grasp the
truch; “Policical power grows out of
the barrel of a gun.”

.
Seizing power by armed force,
settling the ssue by war, s the
central task and the highest form of
revolution. This Marsist-Leninist
principle of revolurion holds
universally.

*

According to the Marsist theory of
the state, chearmy is the chicf
component ofsate porwer. Whocver
wants to scize and retain stare power
must have astrong army. Some
peopleridicule us as advocates ofthe
. Yes, weare

never been awar that did not have
apolitical charactr.... However,

advocates om.wmmpmumf
revolutionary wars thatis good, not

inwar, but nor the decisive factor;
people, not thingsare decisive.
The contest of strength is not only
acontestof military and economic
power, butlso acontest of human
powerand moral. People
necessarily wield milicary and
cconomic power.

‘
The atom bormbis
that US reac
people. Itlooks terrible, bu it
isn't, Of course, it s a weapon of
mass saughter, butthe people
decide the outcome ofawar, not
one o two new types of weapon

¢

Education in democracy mustbe
cartied on within the Party so that
members can understand the
mesningofdemocri i the

‘main objective should still be to
he level of tech

marksmanship, bayoncting,
grenade-throwing and the like. The
secondary objective should be to
raise the level of tactics, with special
cmphasison night operations.

+

Wherever there s struggle thereis
sacrfice,and death isa common
occurrence, Butwe have the
interestsof the peopleand the
sufferings of the great majoricy at
heart,and when we die for the
peopleitisaworthy death.
Nevertheless we should do our
best to avoid unnccessary sacrifices

All men must i, but deach varies
inis significance. Dying for the
people s weightier than Mount
"Tai, but working for fascists and
dying for

in th
1. Arousing and organising the
people

2. Achieving internal unification
politically

3. Establishing bases

4. Equipping forces

5. Recovering national strength
6. Destroying enemy’s national
strength

7. Regaininglost terriories

Guerrillastrategy must be based
primarily on alertness, mobiliy,
andatack. It must be adjusted to
the enemy situation, the terrain, the
existinglines of communication, the
relative strengths, the weather and
thessituation of the

In guerrilla warfare, select the
tactic of sceming to come from the
castand attacking from the west;
avoid the solid, attack the hollow;
attack; withdraw; deliver alightning
blow, seck a lightning decision.
When guerrillas engage a stronger
enemy, they withdraw when he
advances; harass him when he stops;
strike him when he is weary; pursue
him when he withdraws. In guerrilla
strategy, the enemy’s rear, flanks,
and other vulnerable spots are his
vital points, and there he must be
harassed, attacked, dispersed,
exhausted and annihilated.

Some simple-minded milita-
rists say: “Weare not interested in
politics only in the profession of
arms.” Itis vital that they be made
to realise the relationship tha exists
berween politics and milicary affars.

With guerrillas, adiscipline of
compulsion is ineffective. It must be
self-imposed, so the soldier is able
to understand completely why he
fightsand why he must obey. Ina
revolutionary army, allindividuals
enjoy political liberty and the
question of the emancipation of he
people must not only be tolerated
butdiscussed, and propaganda must
encouraged. Itis incorrect to hold to
atheory of equality in all things.
But there must be equality of
existence in accepting the hardships
and dangers of war. There salsoa
unity of spiric hat should exist
between troops and local inhabit-
ants. The Eighth Route Army put
into practicea code known as “Three
Rulesand the Eight Remarks™:

Rules:

All actions are subject to
command.

Do ot steal from the people.
Be neither selfish nor unjust.

Remarks:

Replace the door when you leave
thehouse.

Roll up the bedding on which you
haveslept.
Be courteous.

\
islighter than a feather.

.
What Is Guerrilla Warfare?

and unmlxsm and (1\: wa»
democratic li 1d be

Ina ar, guertilla
operaonsare necesary and must
notbe

Be honestin your transa
Return what you borrow.
Replace what you break.

Do not bathe in the presence of
women.

Do notwithout authority scarch
those you arrest.
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES

% Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com
% Festival of French Films 12 feature films presented by the French
Embassy and Alliance Francaise. All films subtitied. Free passes at the
French Embassy (Lazimpat), Alliance Francaise (Thapathali), Chez Caroline
(Babar Mahal Revisited), Himal Media (Sanchay Kosh Building, Pulchowk),
Tik ‘n Tok (New Road). 27 November-2 December, Russian Cultural Centre.

EXHIBITION

% Kenichi Komatsu 2001 Exhibition and sale of photographs by Japanese
photographer of Mustang, Dolpa and pilgrimages to old Nepali temples.

Organised by Japan-Nepal Photographic Exchange Society. Lasts until 7

December, Nepal Art Council, Baber Mahal. 220735

% Colour of my mind Paintings by Mona Ghosh. Until 2 December, Alliance Francaise,
Thapathali. 241163

EVENTS

% AWON Holiday Bazaar with food, games, handicrafts and Santa Claus. Admission Rs 50
perhead, children under 12 free. 10AM-5.30PM, 1 December, Hyatt Regency Hotel.

% Workshop on Knowledg by Mohan DI and Vivek Rana. Organised
by NGCCI in cooperation with GTZ/PSPP. Participation fee Rs 1,000, includes high tea. 5 Decem-|
ber, 2PM onwards, Hotel Yak & Yeti. For registration and details contact NGCCI Secretariat
226101, 226099.

%  Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays and
Tuesdays 4.30PM-6.30PM, 241163. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30PM-8PM,
Saturdays 1.30PM. 434024, 434830

Music

% Live acoustic music Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday and Sunday at the Himalatte
Café. 7.30PM-10PM 262526

% Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin band|
on Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7PM onwards, Shangri-La Hotel. 412999

% Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant.
414336

% Himalayan Feelings Fusion band every Friday night with full Sekuwa dinner and complimen-
tary beer or soft drink. Rs 555 per head or Rs1010 per couple net. Traditional dances nightly in
the lamp-lit courtyard, free entry. Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

EATING OUT

% Afro-Caribbean night with music and speciality food. Rs 500, 30

November, La'Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque, Pulchowk. For reserva-

tions ring 525920.

% BBQ and Thai buffet dinner every Friday with live band Las Sonidos

Latinos Adults Rs 500, Children under 12 Rs 250. Taxes extra. Summit

Hotel, Sanepa. 521810

#  Far Pavilion Indian cuisine with Sapan Pariyar and Suresh

Manandhar. Everyday except Tuesday. 8PM-11PM, The Everest Hotel

% Spa Rejuvenation Cuisine Special brunch offer with use of health

club and swimming pool. Every Sunday, 11.30AM-5PM. Rs 750 Hotel Yak

& Yeti

%  Himalayan Feelings Fusion band every Friday night with full sekuwa dinner and complimen-
tary beer or soft drink. Rs 555 per head, Rs1010 per couple at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

% Le Cafe des Trekkers New Tibetan and French restaurant. Special 10 percent discount on
Nepali menu until 7 December. Jyatha, Thamel, opposite Hotel Blue Diamond. 225777

% Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Satur-
days and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675

% Rox Restaurant Traditional home-style European cuisine from a wood-fired oven. Steaks,
trout, roasted vegetables, desserts. Hotel Hyatt Regency. 491234

% Peking Duck and Mandarin Music Chinese chefs' mild and spicy delicacies from the far-
east at the Imperial Pavilion every Sunday. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999

GETAWAYS

#  Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per
head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

%  Escape to Jomsom Two nights, three days, B&B package with tours and Pokhara-Jomsom
return airfare. Expats $250 per head. Valid until New Year. Jomsom Mountain Resort. 492009
% Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests.
Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari.
keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

% Breathtaking Escape two nights accommodation, sixcourse Krishnarpan dinner, massage,
afternoon tea, breakfasts, cocktail. $155 per couple net. Valid until end December. Dwarika's
Hotel. 479488

[ For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepaliimes.com ]

NEPAL| WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAI

This has been a long, dry November. The only rainfall
recorded this month was a mild storm two weeks ago
in Pokhara. But the satellite picture shows a long cloud
from the Sahara to Pakistan and indicates an active jet
stream. It may be blowing a westerly front our way
before long. The pressure pattern indicates cloudy
patches for the eastern Himalaya. But a high pressure
area over the plateau and northern India will keep other
clouds at bay. For Kathmandu expect thicker morning
fog due to temperature inversion with sunny clear and
breezy afternoons.
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BOOKWORM

Indira: The Life of Indira Nehru Gandhi Katherine Frank

HarperCollins Publishers, London, 2001

Rs 1,000
Indirawas India. Throughout childhood, love, marri motherhood and
of pesonaland fmily mgedis berpesonalhopesand b y by

her. country

hish I d

d political fate ofthe leader of the world'sFargest

biograph
mocriy.

‘The Unknown Hsiian-Tsang D Devahui, ed
Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2001

Rs792

Thereisasilence about the years following 645AD, when Htian-Tsang, the Buddhisescholarvisited
India. Germanand French randitions of Chincseand Ughur teason his e wet i prin i
int

the 18505, but this s the firs labl

English. Editor Deavah A"

‘The Questfor the Yeti: C
Reinhold Messner
Macmillan, London, 2000
Rs 1,500

Afesacrfingencounesncsn Tibeviha e of nbdieablepoporionsand iy,
dh

Reinhold M

centuries-old Sherpa e outs through NLpaJ ]ndu Bhumn and Tibr,
He

lone and on foot.

testimony,

relicsand foorprints, and hoping o confront his creature agiin and caprure iton film.
Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at .
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay 7
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays, .
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events ¢
on fullmoon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

Kodari Eco Resort Peace in natural surroundings, 7
good views of Nepal/ Tibet border, jungle-covered o
mountains, Buddhist monasteries, ancient Shiva
cave. Hike to villages with various ethnic groups,
vantage points to Himalayas. Comfortable accom-
modation, attached bath, balcony or terraces, good
food, friendly service. 480262, kodari@mos.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant
and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15
percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort For canyomng rafting,

“highest", “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced or
repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the
HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and parts
available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired.
New and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and Expeditions.
437437

Best Room in Thamel Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves.
Quiet, private, and a great view. USS5 per day.
Contact John 548119.

To let Spacious furnished apartment neat
Jawalakhel Zoo. Two bedrooms, two balhs \arge
living-dining, modern kitchen,

trekking at Tibet borders,
Program, Leadership Courses and many more. .
425836/425894. info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest”, .

garden. Quiet
524389.

Contact Mrs Singh al

For immediate hire Toyota Land Cruiser. Three-
door, air-conditioned, CD player. Excellent condi-
tion, great price. No brokers. Contact 9810-4192

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

FM 102.4

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Aurelt &ar
BBC Awrft &av

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Atice IN NEpPAL

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

Il the great excravaganzas of the world,
A from the football and cricket World Cups
to the New Orleans Mard; Gras, have one
thing in common. Ever notice the crazy hats?
Surprising as some of these confections of fel,
feathers and flecce are, it is more interesting to
find out that much of this headgear with a sense of
humour has in the last decade or so come from
Nepal. Like the yeti, the crazy hat business in
Nepal hasa complex genealogy. Every second
person in the industry claims to have hit upon the
idea of making the iy thingsin this country. But
Nepal's madhateers are endangered, as the Alices
of the world stop dreaming,
“Take, for instance, Aruna Tripathi of Freak
Strcet, where mad hat-making is rumoured to
have begun. Tripachisits bored, far from amused
by the creations she s surrounded by. “Things
are not the same anymore,” complains this
pioncer of absurd millinery. “This business has
suffered the same disease as every other
industry in Nepal.
Unhealthy
competition started
as soon as we started
doing well”In the
heyday of the hat,
some cight years ago,
Tripathi frequently received
orders for as many as 8,000
hats. In peak scason—

the height of

worldwide fetivitie, not tourism—she would
makea proficofas much as 25 percentona hat

that on the sreets of Kathmandu cost Rs 250.

“Tripachi, who scoffs at suggestions that her
triumph was, well, trumpery, recalls with the hint
of atear in her eye how she would pick the finest
Chinese velvet in all manner of virulent colours
from Khasa, and pair that with the lightest
material and fastest dyes from India, to ensure the

hats gave even the sweatiest football fan no
trouble.

“Tripathi'sis one of just four or five such
businesses left of the dozen the country was home
tojusta few years ago. One of the others is The
Kathmandu \1adhm:r, 2once-proud basion of

This wasa flourishing company that
used to receive bulk orders for a least 15-20,000 hats
aconego. Each ofits 25 workers could make between
Rs400-Rs1,000 a day, depending on how nimble
their fingers were. Says a bitter Rajendra Deuja,
owner of the Madhatter, “The wholesale market s
decreasing, and what's more, our business has been
taken away by the cheaper labour and goods markets n

Indiaand China.
“The Kathmandu Madhatter factory is a dismal
sight now, with just a handful of workers listlessly
stitching up the las of the small, 6,000-hat
Christmas order. That this industry, which did
seellar service to modernise Nepal's image
internationally and lighten the lives of so
many Nepalis, is dying out,is yet
another reminder of the ephemeral
nature of life and its laughs.
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SHOW OF FORCE: Soldicrs patrol the strects ourside Singha Darbar on
Tuesday, 27 Novembcr.

GRIEVING WIDOW: The first CDO to be killed in the Maoist insurgency,
Buddhi. Tripathi of Solu Khumbu is give fil farewell by his wife,
Krishna, relatives and friends at the Police Headquarters in Kathmandu on
Tuesday, 27 November.

SAD HOMECOMING: Security forces casualties being brought back to
Kathmandu airportfrom Phaplu on Monday afiernoon. The ircraft rushed
reinforcements back. 26 November.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

One helluva move
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inanyway?

A: Well, I may have to go underground and liclow for abit
withmy cousin, Beclzcbub.

Q:Poor devil.Itis alleged that you have a hand in

ance, the practce ofblowingii forcfinger

corruption,

ytouchyourthoatith . Couness

"Tundikhel.

simple, et cost-efecive,remedy. Similrly, msbmus:w:
beloein Black Carcommandocosingibesic hacour
naional ledersaresafeand sound, most

ATH I d. Iwill

o you—and this s ttally offthe record and ifyou quote me

il foreyoutoprincareacionand hemendy deny
mistaken the Tundikhelfor

havearoleto playind N caswell. aunna.L
nfor  Q y
example by spreading the belif that stealingisasinand  tension between d abittoo
th vh ff long? Afterall, it s i i the
onebyone. Thatshould clean chings up. tourismindustry. Willyou at some point resume
Iso endangered. One ofchemis Hell.Peoplet A:Noway in hell. Yousee, these tensions benefic me.
shace haplace,and i :hi.s Q y?
(heconctp(of“' llasad AWl :
contolcormption, smugling,urinating on Tundikhel, wd payroll and they misdirect rhc new am\nlsmpurg!mry
otherillsthat y ofind  from wher i being bad, they come
outexactl inHell ly ome
granted an exclusive interview wich the Devil n his sccrec Q: Wehearrumours of a
hideout. Excerprs scrious energy crisis n hell.
Q: Ms Satan, i d Some returnces have told us
askyoua thatthe fires are not buning as
mpcrsonallymspunslhleﬁn fiercely asin the pastand there
many of the misfortunes that isadraft. Are you caught here
havevisited ournation in the between yourselfand the decp
recent past, how wouldyou bluesea?
respond? A:Thatis correct Itis duc toa
A: Atchis present pointin time, I'm temporary shoraage of CNG
afaid,  can neither confirm nor caused by universalpollucion
denythose rumours. Buticisa control measures,and unfortu-
matterof policyin The nately wein Hellarealso

Netherworld (and I said this o
(CNN this morning) that we make
lifealiving hell for all and sundry.

affeced. Buewenillsoon be witching
o burning tyres to tide over theshortage.
Thingsshould be niceand toasty then. ¢

NEPALI SOCIETY

Chatyang Master

sent him to India. After graduating
from an Australian university, Gautam
came back to Nepal to see if he could
apply what he learnt. Besides his
professional work, and hobby as
“part-ime comedian”, Gautamis an
activist who tries to change attitudes
by setting a personal example. Some
days you see him and a group of
volunteers sweeping the premises of
schoolsin Kathmandu Valley, or
planning new ways to enhance the
dignity of cremation rites.

Gautam is dead serious when he
talks about Nepal and his absolute
belief that this country can and will
progress. “There are lots of Nepalis
who are not corrupt,” he says
gesturing vigorously, ‘the majority are
honest, hard-working people with
integrity. But you don't hear about
them because they are too busy
getting work done.”

As Chatyang Master, Gautam
getsimmediate feedback on his radio

= talk and this is his adrenalin. After
K poking fun at the sad state of the
g library at the Royal Nepal Academy,
2 he got a call one day from Tulsi
H Bhattarai, the librarian, who said:
= “Come and see for yourself what it
ave Nepalis become too “I was buying fruits in looks like now."
cynical to laugh? Ha-ha, that's  Dakshinkali, and a couple of kids Chatyang Master thinks Nepalis
agood one, chuckles Krishna  came up and said: aren't you have an innate capacity to laugh at
Murari Gautam, y hisnom ~ Cl absurdities. “As long as we can do
de guerre Chatyang Master (lighting  they recognise someone's voice," that we will be ok,” he says. “Humour
flash). He is best known for his says Gautam in his rapid-fire chatter.  is all about twisting the logic of
i Vhile h i things.” Chatyang Master has
Sagarmatha, and a fortnightly satire  laugh atitself, Gautam s helping resumed his popular radio talk after
in verse on Himal Khabarpatrika. boost farm productivity. His work has  nearly six months, which is on air at
Many Nepalis don't know his real been so effective, the World Bank ~ 7:25 AM every Friday on Radio
name, or that he is an agriculture hired him to share his knowledge matha
economist. But they know his voice.  with farmers in China. USAID has 1024FM. ¢
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