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DOWN, BUT NOT OUT

The army and the Maoists are playing a cat and mouse game.

VIJAY KUMAR INKAPURKOT
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Q. Doyou believe SAARC, with India-Pakistan
bickerings, wil ever produce resuits ?

“Toalvotes: 585

HEMI.ATA RAI AND

UMBA 37, A
AARC summit sudderly stied the Valley'
ties from their deep slumber. The main intersections got
repaired and widened, traffic islands came up overnight,
and suddenly there were parks and wide open spaces. It came ata
price: Rs 60 million.

But Kathmandu's ambitious mayor Keshav Sthapit assures us
allthis was not a flash in the pan. “The Nepali mindset needs a
big event to get inspired to work. SAARC was one, and the nextis
the king's coronation,” he told us. He seems undeterred by the
local government elections scheduled three months from now that
will decide whether he remains mayor.

Even Sthapit's diehard critics would agree with that. And
despite the cost, they say Kathmandu badly needed a facelift.
Mailighar intersection was a case in point: suddenly up popped a
garden consisting of the largest mandala in Nepal, surrounded by
an astamangala and three traditional spouts. The garden is
nearing completion, and the Kathmandu Metropolitan Council is
already identifying a private sponsor to maintain it. Jyoti
Bhushan Pradhan of the KMC's Public Construction Depanmenl
says: "We are hopeful. Industries,
have volunteered to help maintain 20 trafic island galdens No

‘way to a four hectare park over amatter of days In Tinkune.
“We had to clear things overnight for SARC, but the
challenge now s to figure out what this city needs in the next

Tinkune will look like this.

decade," says Renchin Yonjan who has been the mastermind
behind the KMC's high-profile beautification projects. If Yonjan
has her way, Tinkune wil tumn noa horticultural paradise with a

nd, lushtr whetherit
should be the statue of a Buddha or of Manjushree had earlier
delayed Tinkune's rehabilitation. Yonjan doesn't think much of
either idea. “Look, we have enough Buddhas in our city which are
neglected,” she told us. “The Buddha himself was against
megalomania, he would have preferred a patch of green that is in
harmony with nature.” After Tinkune, Yonjan wants to work with the
Department of Roads on a green belt encircling the city along the
Ring Road.

“The mayor, for his part, is on a building spree. He wants to
build 22 km of bicycle tracks, widening 27 km of roads, building
37 new pedestrian overpasses. And he is determined not to let the
breakneck pace of SAARC rebuilding to slow. He has enlisted the:
help of the Department of Roads. Anand Prasad Khanal of the
department told us: “We worked hard to meet the SAARC dead-
line, but it is part of our routine work, which will be continued.” But
‘wasn't most of the repair for SAARC shoddy? Khanal admits the
repair work was quick fix, but says it willlast a year, which is when
the next major repair is scheduled.

“s \65
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WE AND THE WEST

The flying visit of US Secretary of State

Colin Powell to Nepal on Friday is

the highest-level visit ever after Spiro
Agnew stopped by for sight-seeing in
1970. This is as good a time as any to
look at where Nepal fits in. After 11
September, every state that had been
fighting an insurgency or separatist
movement quickly hitched on to the US-
led global “war on terror”. It was conven-
ient to look at a domestic uprising as part
of a larger worldwide conspiracy so that
we would be allied with the most powerful
nation on earth. This may have given us
someone to lean on, but such moral
support is only a psychological consola-
tion. It is not going to help us resolve
a crisis that needs a domestic

political solution.

It is important for us to learn lessons
from Afghanistan, and do everything in our
power to prevent Nepal from being turned
into a battlefield where regional and world
powers can play their proxy wars. This is
a Nepali problem, and we should resolve
it ourselves. The worst thing that can
happen is for us to get sucked into
regional rivalries that turn Nepal into
another Afghanistan, or (god forbid)

ATE OF THE STATE

Colin Powell's R&R
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Cambodia. The Colin Powell visit to South
Asia is just the latest in a flurry of diplomatic
activities: Musharraf to Beijing, Blair to
Islamabad, Zhu Rongji to Delhi.

Nepal's foreign policy is a legacy of our
unique history. And there are some contradic-
tions we have had to live with in exchange for
never being colonised. One of them is the
diplomatically embarrassing subject of
Nepali citizens serving in foreign armies and
fighting countries with which we have friendly
relations.

If there is one word Nepali leaders hope
never pops up at NAM and SAARC Summits
(just as well Nepal is not in the Common-
wealth and we don't have to attend CHOGM),
it is the one beginning with “G". When Indian
and Pakistani forces were eyeball-to-eyeball
in the Poonch Sector during the SAARC
Summit in Kathmandu, a lot of the eyeballs
on the Indian side were actually Nepali
eyeballs. In 1988, Nepali soldiers fought and
died in Sri Lanka while serving in the Indian
army against Tamil separatists.

Gurkha soldiers faced and fought against
another friendly country, China, in Askai Chin
and NEFA in 1961. Fortunately our neighbour-
ing countries understand the historical
reasons why this has been so. But others
don’t. When Gurkhas landed in the Falk-

by CK LAL

We have nothing to offer, and nothing to ask—
except understanding.

deep throa inside
A Panipokhari Fort insists
Seccretary of State Colin
Powellis coming to Kathmandu
of his own accord. Maybe truc.
But Secretary Powell's surprise
call s going to be another great
photo-op for Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba, il
cuphoric over being the middle
man during the historic hand-
shake berween President
Musharraf and Prime Minister
Vajpayee during SAARC,

In 54 years of rclacions
berween Nepal and the United
States of America, no Secretary
of State considered it worch his
while to visit these boondocks.
This time, too, the transit
chrough Kathmandu has perhaps

‘more to do with South Asia in Shital Niwas should tread

general, than Nepal i particu-
lar. Or s i that the secretary
just wants to catch his breath
after rying to bang Indian and
Pakistani heads together, and
before heading off o Tokyo for
Afghan fund-aising, The
Americans have blown a fortunc
in bombing desolate places like
“Tora Bora to dust. Now they
need the coffers of Japan, Saudi
Arabia and the Europeans to
elp rebuild it.

If Kathmandu i just R&R
for a former soldier on a mission
towage diplomatic war in the
most dangerous region of the
world, then we have nothing to
fear from Sccretary Powells

icinerary. But the mandarins ac

carcfully. There is an old Nepali
saying that when a powerful
jamindar blesscs the huts of the
poor in his village, he is prob-
ably ona lookout fora

new concubine.

Despite the fawning
accounts that IVP-returnees
unleash in the Nepali press,
American assistance to Nepal
has been steadily decreasing
over theyears. The United
States is now way down on our
listof donors—it ranks fifih.
Much American s chan-
nelled through multilaterals
like the World Bank and the
IMF, which impose suffocating
conditions on the political
cconomy of the country. And

lands, Gabriel Garcia Marquez (among
others) questioned the neo-colonial practice
of our sq\d\evs fighting to keep an imperial

possession

We like to repeat at every conceivable
opportunity that Nepal has never been
colonised. And it is true: we are the oldest
established nation state in the region. But
what is often overlooked, Mr Powell, is that
Nepal has also been a western ally for nearly
200 years. In fact, ever since the 1814-16
Anglo-Nepal War and the Sugauli Treaty, the
Kingdom of Nepal has been the most con-
sistently pro-western country in the region

After Jung Bahadur became the first royal
from the subcontinent to pay a state visit to
Britain and France in 1850, we helped rescue
the British in Lucknow during the Mutiny,
Gurkha soliders were deployed in the disas-
trous British Afghan campaign in 1837. (What
a historical twist that Gurkhas are now back
in Afghanistan as part of the British com-
mando force in Kabul.) Then through the two
world wars of the last century, 100,000
Nepalis laid down their lives to defeat Ger-
many and Japan—a shocking two percent of
Nepal's total population at that time! No
colonial possession sacrificed as much for
Britain and the allies as independent Nepal
did. And yet, visit the Imperial War Museum in

outrageously expensive conslt-
ants ensure that much of the
money flows back to where it
came from.

Trade between Nepaland
the US is not very encouraging
cither. The fallacy of free trade
in the absence of free movement
of labour can clearly be scen in
the sale of millions of boteles of
branded colas even to the poor
who struggle to makea living in
less than a dollar a day, while
garment exports from Nepal to
the United States languish in
utter neglect, Itis entirely in
kecping with the tradition of
frec-for-allcapalism that the
company with American
investment produces the most
expensive energy in onc of the
poorest countrics of the world.
Had Enron not gonc bust,a
similar fate would probably have
been lying in store for the
Karnali sapani.

Nepals strategic location is
also of licele interest to the US,
when both India and China are
falling over each other so
desperacely to woo the sole
superpoweer. Gone are the days
of the Cold War when Ameri-
canslicerally bank-rolled King
Mahendra’s poliical adventures
with $15 million, just to keep
the communists from surfacing
in one more Asian hotspor.

American forcign policy
these days i entircly reactive.
Evenan IMF official, Stanley

London today, and aside from a lone khukuri
exhibit inside a glass case, there is no other
recognition or tribute to this bloody contribu-

tion of the Nepali nation. And what a su-

Fischer, finds it roubling thac
“the United States devores less
than $10 billion a ycar—only a
tenth of 1 percent of its GDP—
to cconomicaid, less than half
the average of other industrial
countrics, and a third of the
average for Europe.” However,
it has litele hesitation in footing
abill o over $1 billion a monch
tofight its war in Afghanistan. A
war so pointless that Ralph
Nader comparesitto burninga
haystack to find a ncedle, and
then refusing to sce that the
needle s notin the ashes afterall.

‘The guestis god for us
Nepalis. But why is this particu-
lar one here? To what do we
owe this darshan? What have we
done to deserve this blessing?

In the value system of global
capitalism, whatever is cheap is
notworth its price. In the past,
Nepal hasalways offered ics
support to the Americans for
next to nothing, Indira Gandhi
extracted $9 million from
President Johnson for her
understanding of America’s
geopoliical role in Vietnam,
and sl kept her anti-American
imageintact. A pro-American
Nepal remained one of the
lowest per-capita recipicnts of
American aid—a fact that
surprised Henry Kissinger no
end when he came visiting. But
che failure s entirely ours: we
didn’tknow how to market
oursclvcs.

preme irony that the two countries we helped
the west defeat—Japan and Germany—are
today Nepal's two biggest donors. And
Britain and the United States?

Nepal has always been a west-leaning
member of the non-aligned. One of the
things that used to irk the babus at South
Block no end in the 1980s was that Nepal
voted differently from India in 78 percent of
all UN resolutions. Nepal was one of first
countries in Asia (after Thailand) which had
diplomatic relations with Israel.

We are not passing judgement on this
support to the colonialists, the west, the allies.
It is just a historical fact. So why are we raking
all this up? Just to remind Colin Powell that
Nepal always stood by the west during its
hours of need. Maybe the west should stand by
the Nepali people when our democracy is in
crisis. Not by beefing up our military or cosying
up to authoritarian evolution, but by a Marshall
Plan-type economic aid for infrastructure, trade
and tourism. In return, our own leaders must
attend to the rot by improving governance and
by devolving more decision-making power to
the grassroots.

During Sccretary Powell’s
, however, we are singularly
fortunate to have our own man
in his camp. Ambassador Michael
E Malinowski isas much of a
scler as a buyer—he understands
Nepalis, having served as Deputy
Chief of Mission during the
tenure of the feisty Julia Chang
Bloch. Back then, Malinows
was the Quiet American who co-
ordinated American assistance
while Madam Ambassador played
matchmaker to the high and
mighty of the land. Ambassador
Malinowski likes to tel his
friends in Nepal—and he has
many here—that having facili-
tated American relcf assistance
during the flood disaster of July
1993 is one of the most satisfying
events of his long diplomaric
carcer. He knows that what
Nepal really needs are not
helicopter gunships, but more
schools, hospitals, and bridges in
the countryside, and casier access
0 the American market for
exports.

Bridges like the ones that
Malinowski got flown into Nepal
on giant C-5s in 1993 have more
than metaphorical meaning here.
In a country that is drowningin
the roiling waters of poverty and
apathy, and an insurgency that
feeds on it, we have nothing to
offer. We have nothing o ask
for, except understanding that
comes from over half-a-century
of association.

COMMENT

Shenani
power buteaucracy

Is the government’s new Hydropower Development Policy

an attempt to bypass the Constitution?

115 October 2001, the
cabinctapproved a new

or Sapta Kosi toa government
company sctup by the lowier

docs ndicate some understanding
of the weaknessesand challenges
facing the sector, butitisa
cumbersome labyrinch, What we
needed wasalean and dynamic
poliy statement.

But more scriously, lause
6.11.4 of the policy document

o b

hydropower iparian,ignoring the parliament as
forNepal. Thedocumene  wellas clause 126 of the constitu-
tion. Whatis even more alarming s

by DIPAK GYAWALI

: =
inthe ==

ofthe NEA Act. Now, through this
policy, he EDD not only hopes to

reliable electricty.
2. To produceand distribute this
s instead of asingle
government monopoly,aplurals-
tic, allinclusive insticutional
framework vill be adopted which
willsupporc he private sectorin
generation through transpaent
competition and maximize the
participation ofocal self-govern-
ance units in distribution. T
wansmission grid vl be mai

how our elected represencatives,
especially the opposition partics,
have chosen to remain sient

Ttis posiive that clause 6.15.2
states that the monolithic Nepal
Elcctricty Authority (NEA) will be

unbundled inco threc organisations

Aricle 126 of the that

break upitsival, the NEA, butto  tained asa national electric

create three new burcaucracics with  highway under goverment

fill HMG control:a regulatory hip and regulation, but open

office,astudyand promotion wall.

centeranda body 3. The primary responsibiliy

(dause 16,5.1). reaching85 percent of the population
Wealready have the EDD, the  thacstill has no-acces o clect

existing Water and Encrgy Commis-

will lie with the national transmission
1l developand

sionand other

the Ministry of Water Resources.

il the power bureaucacy ison
ire-build; thatis

gridthat HMG
maintin. lewill b chis nationl grid
which can trade excess elctricity with

requires a two-third majority
ratification of esource sharing
treaties ifitis ofa long-term and
serious nature. The clause sates:
“Permission to implement large
multipurpose reservoir projects will
begranted by HMG through this
policy tsclf However, the question
of sharing of natural esources s

d distribucion. This,
however, is an admission that the
mergerof Nepal Electric

Corporation and HMG’s Electricity
Departmen under donor pressure
in 1985 wasa mistake. A look back
achistory tells ushowa few astute
power bureaucrats ofthe Electricity
Department manocuvred t have
themselves deputed o the Ministry

ousside of hispolicy
So, with this policy (which has
beenapproved by only the cabinee
and has not been presented to the
parliament fora simple majority
approval) Nepalswater
burcaucracy has sought o
cmpoweritselfto beable
o license Karnali to an
Enron-equivalent,
upper Karnalitoan
NGO without

of Water R < dofthe
NEAand thus undercur HMG'’s

sated policy of

P
breathtaking in scope. Villageand
distrce governmentsare denicd any
meaningful ole in power genera-
tion, distribution or regulation as

the
“avoided cost” principle.

4. IfaNepalior forcign investor

wishes to export electricity to the
Indian marker,irwill be encour-

per the local self- :
“This has opencd up the possiblity
forsevere conflictin furure,
‘Wha's more,the last clause in
the document (6.16) sates: “HMG.
can,as per fele needs, build and
operare hydropowwer projects by
itsclforwithfriend] d

wility

Adecade lacer his group
wasable o resurrect the
deparmentasthe
Hlectricity Develop-
bJ men Cener, which is
nowafulHfledged
department (EDD) in

contravention of

developmentagencics through
treatics o agreements”. This single
Freudian slip undercursall the
plasitudes n the policy document
regarding ncouragement to private
investors. Most Nepaliacts have
similar escape clauses that essen-
tially say that no matter whatis
writtenin the document HMG can

financial credibiliy, jolly well do whatever it likes
Those who want to discipline

others must first learn s

certain provisions

egime:
2) Exportof lecricity froma run-
ofiiver project through the
national grid will be seen as ot
consttutingan “all-encompassing,
seriousand long term” resource-
sharing matter a scen by clause
126 ofthe Constiution.

b) Forastorage project, ifall the
regulated water can be used within
Nepal,ifthe displaced population
islessthan one thousand, and if che
clectricity exporcvill be done
through the national gid, then i
w00 will be deemed to be ofa
simple nature not requiringa two-
thirdsapproval by parliament.

o) Fora hydropower project witha

— IR

AFGHANISTAN
Mushahid Hussain's analysis “Afghanistan’s potential” (#76) threw
some light on Afghanistan'’s extraordinary history. But could this
history repeatitselfin Nepal? We should not make the same
mistakes the Afghans did and open the Pandora’s Box of ethnic
divisons. Let us shun groupism and communalism and remember
that we are first Nepalis before we are anything else. If we don't do
this, there will be no possibility of peace, and without peace there
will be no development and without development we will be pulled
into & vicious cycle that may cost us our independence.

Abhas Parajuli

Baneswor

INTERNET POLL
Your Internet Poll question “Should the Maoists now return to the
negotiating table?" (#76) is timely. Yes, the Maoists should come
back to the negotiating table. Everybody should agree that poverty
is the root cause of extremist politics. Poverty alleviation should be
given highest priority. Both the Maoist and the government side
should agree that there is rampant corruption in the country. To root
out this malaise, some known select politicians from both the Nepali
Congress and the UML should be barred from active politics. Indeed,
they should be declared anti-nationalists. Maoists and royalists
should work together under a government headed by the Nepali
Congress. What better tribute to BP Koirala's national reconciliation
dream? Indeed, BP's thesis of national reconciliation should be
interpreted differently under the new changed circumstances.

Mike Sharma

by email

‘Your question “Should the Maoists now return to the negotiating
table?” should actually have read “Should the Maoists now be
eliminated?” and to that my answer would have been a strong
“yes”. They have caused enough mayhem and destruction.
Rana
USA

CK LAL
This s to congratulate CK Lal for his most recent columns, espe-
cially “Celebrating South Asianness” (#75) and “Worrying about
Nepal in Paris (#74). | find Mr Lal's broader cultural and social
canvas transcends the pettiness of most other political commenta-
tors and are unlike the tired columns we have become accustomed
1o in Nepal. I'm sick of the banal analyses of how and why things
are going wrong. It is always refreshing to see attempts at generat-
ing constructive, original insights into our society and polity.

Rajib Sarkar

by email

PASHUPATI SIB RANA

Thank you for that most forthright and plain-
speaking article by Pashupati Shumshere JB
Rana (‘Reform vs revolution’, #76) and your
editorial “The morning after” in the same:
issue that bolsters his argument that this is
the th should launcha

I hich wishes to

pline. By keeping

 grid, the investor must

¢his policy document i

investor confidence, especially of

Nepaliinvestors. Genuine forcign
b

apply to the government sating
dlearly theexporc priceaswellasthe
royalyitproposes to deliver, The

dabout
investing here only if Nepalis
themsclvesarc investing in

wosurveyand investigatesuch
projects,but they will onlybein

hydropower

here HMG has

serious drive to address rural development,
control corruption and to simply show that it
is there. The government must use the
emergency to galvanise the political will to
raise internal resources, give the economy a
kick-start and address the roots of the
Maoist crisis. Time is running out.

Gaurab Regmi F

Tokyo

CHECKLIST

Indiaregarding downstrcam benefis,

“Theapplicaion, which mustbe

pol
hrough clections and have them
implemented through the bureauc-
racy. I this fabled kingdom,
howeer,things are bacto-fron:
policy is made by a lique of sclf

intereste

documens, willbe placed before
parliament forapproval by awo-
dhirdsmajoriy by the government
wogethervithwhat HMG proposes
asroyalty, taxaswellassocial and

I | mitigation measure

manage
ogetitimplemented through
politcians that do not read. A
government bureaucracy cannot say,

“Theonly other matter that the
government needs tostate firmly is
that iewill place before parliament

per poli
Whatit mustsay and do s, “We
areworkingas per the aw.” This
policy documentisan attempt o
override the constiution as wellas
existing legal regime without going

to the clectricity acts
and regulations to match the four
policy commitments sated above.
"There s no need fora cumbersome
and confliting policy document of

I liked the checklist of ten points in your editorial (“The morning
after’, #76) that urgently need government intervention. But | doubt
if anyone in government is reading it, or even if someone is, that
they are actually going to take those pointers. Maybe Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba doesn't have the attention span to read all ten
points and should just do something about your number ten: “Show
us some proof that we have a government.”

Rabin Gurung

Pokhara

SCARY

Have | been misinformed or are the following facts and figures |
have seen in past issues of your paper to be believed:

- Some 56,000 of the 92,000 HMG employees got their jobs through
presentation of fake certificates?

- Some 32,000 citizenship papers issued during the time UML was in
power were revoked by the Congress government?

- Bahuns and Chhetris who consitute only 15 percent of the 23
million Nepalis hold 90 percent of government jobs? What else is in
store for Nepal?

agriculture competiive advantage
by providing them cheap and

fifcenpageswith muli-core DB lamal
dhrough che parl yprocess  clausesthatbelong Surrey, UK
of changing lawsand regulations. ~ in an actor regulation.
‘The power sector in Nepal
needs serious reform, for which this  (Dipak Gyawali be b X
unwieldy policy documentwill not  member of NEA by air” (#75) we incorrectly reported
be of much help. Whatweneedare  the Arun-3 in 1993, He isa that Cosmic Air does not guarantee window seats on
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Nepal's national parks ate endangered

RAMYATA LIMBU
IN KHUMBU

this January. Aparc from locals

on their way to Namche for
business, and the odd tourist
stoppingin fora cup of tea at one
of two lodges en route to
Tengboche Monastery, this lctle
wooded enclosure in the heart of
the Sagarmatha National Park
shuts down carly.

“The two lodges close their
doors before the evening light
fades, and are cautious about
entertaining latccomers. Even the
small group of soldiers based ac
the tiny army outpost in Phungi
Tenga, located at the base of the
hill on which Tengboche Monas-
tery stands, has shifted to the
sccurity of Namche, wherea
company of an estimated 250
soldiers check the foor-traffic
comingin from Lukla.

From their perch on a platcau
enclosed by barbed wire fencing
and surrounded by freshly buile
dugouts, the soldiers watch over
Namche Bazar through pine
saplings. They're careful about
maincaining strict cvening curfer.

Since the emergency began on

I[w been quict in Phungi Tenga

26 November, soldiers take turns
o patrol the area and arc
especially careful to watch the
Tashi Lapcha Pass to the west
and the Amalapcha Pass to the
cast, possible entry points for
Maoists from Dolakha district
and Sankhuwasabha, respectively.
National sccurity is a priority.

In between, if they can
squeeze it in, the soldicrs carry
out their original dutics—
working with the two dozen park
staffto check the poaching of the
mausk deer and other endangered
species, and theillegal trade of
timberand medicinal plants.

“Even with the army more
involved in guarding against
Maoists, we're managing to carry
out patrols,” says Mingma
Sherpa, a game scout. “There has
been the odd case of poaching,
butnothing big,”

Since the Maoists actacks on
Salleriin Solukhumbu, and in
Dang, and the consequent sate of
emergency, the army has made it
apoint to pullin their troops
from remorc outpostsin pro-
tected areas—especially hlly
regions, where the insurgents are
most likely to attack by night and

steal arms.
Iis difficult o reinforce
troops on time here, owing to the
rugged termain. “We've cleared
the small, isolated army outposts,

where 10 to 12 soldiers were difficult to flyin.”
based, and merged them with the During the day, chearmy,
bigger groups of 40 or 50, so they | accompanied by park scaff,

OHAN MAINALI

don’t become sitting targets for
the Maoists,” says an army
source, “Itis much safer, since
our communication scts aren’t
very good and it difficult to
connect waves in mountinous
areas, and then helicopter
reinforcements are extremely

conduct mobile sweeps in these
abandoned posts. Park authorities
have also deployed game scouts
and rangersin pairs to monitor
the abandoned posts.

“We're trying to maintain
double duty, but frankly speaking,

there have been lapses in large

nal Park
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areas,”says the source,

Since the emergency and the
withdrawal of soldiers from
isolated posts,three dead rhinos
were found inside the Royal
Chitwan National Park, their
hooves and horns missing, “I¢s
definitelya case of poaching,”
our source in thearmy told us.
“By now local poachers probably
have figured out from where
we've pulled out and are getting
active.”

‘Thearmy has been guarding
Nepal’s national parks since
1976,and are partly tesponsible
for the low level of poaching
hete compared o neighbouring
countrics. National parks now
cover nearly a quarcer of Nepal's
arcaand an estimated 5,000
soldiers are stationed in seven
national parks and four wildlife
reserves around the country.

While stressing that other
protected areas femain relatively
unaffected, deparcment officials
acknowledge that there are

e

With the emergency, guarding national parks
can't be a priority for the army any more.

problemsin Chicwan, where
poaching activities are on the
tise. “Keeping in mind that
national security isa priority,
we're making use of whatever
resources we have,” says Tircha
Maskey, director general of the
deparement. “In Chitwan,
we've reinforced park staffby
adding 15 securiy offcials from
the palace’s Wildlife Protection
Department.” The deparement
is intent on mobilising its anti-
poaching units and local
informers, in Chitwan,
Sukhlaphanta, Parsa and
Bardiya to work with regular
parksaaff.

Concern for national
sccurity may also prevent more
than 60,000 villagers from
entering Royal Chitwan
National Park this winter to
collect overgrown clephant
grass—an annual event that
takes place every January, in
the first week of Magh. “We
have allowed a regulated

HERE AND THERE
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Sisters are doing

ne of history’s least-learned yet of-tested lessons is in the
American proverb, “the devil makes work for idle hands.” Now

such phrases sprung up in distant times when gender workshops
hadn’t made us sexually secular. So there was no need to state the
obvious, that the idle hands in question belonged to a young man.

Women are never idle,or if they are, the devil-—any culture’s version—
is not interested. Part of female superiority is the apparent inability of
most women to wreak capricious havoc simply to pass the time.

Here in Nepal, it should be self evident thar idle young men are at
the root of many social
ills. Stirring policical
trouble under any party's
banner s the exclusive
preserve of bored youth,
all male, ofen drunk, and
making liccle or no
contribution to the
common weal. Even at the
extremes, the far lef, the
vicious, racist right, look
closely and you'l find that
genderis notan issucs
they'reall men, and young
to boot. Yes, yes, [ know
all about the infamous

Maoist women warriors

but how many sicon the
Politburo, plotting the
attacks, bandhs, bombs

and gencral undermining

by DANIEL LAK

Women are getting on with the business of living, despite those idle
male hands that wreak havoc just to pass the time.

of Nepali society as it now stands. None, that's how many.
0 to more orthodox parts of the country and watch it all unfold

before your eves. The women, well it's hard to find them. They're out
in the field. ,.oughing, planing, harvesting, weeding, They re home
making meals. They're taking children to health posts or getting them
ready for school. And the men, what about them? Well, those people
sitting in the sunshine,listening to the radio and debating distanc and
arcane Kathmandu politics—deep voices, furry cheeks, idle
hands...men, all of them. Later, the same bunch gos out and spends
hard-carned (by women) money on booze and unleashes a volley of
domestic violence on the exhausted better halfat home. And not just in
Nepal. In America, spousal abuse skyrockets on days of major sporting
events when men get drunk watching television and women get on with
real life

Pve always wondered why this was so, and how we getaway with i
Tradition and orchodoxy of whatever religious flavour almost always
glorify the male. Perhaps astarting point is the major deities and
prophets of eligion, all men. Then the notions put about by clergy,
again always male in gender and attitude. Women *were created from
men, made from Adam’s rb”. One man’s word is worch the witness of
four women. Men are “closer to god”. Women can’t own property or
make their own way in the world, ergo they are property, frst oftheir
father, then of their husband's family. The gender that makes all the
trouble—drinking, whoring, warring, rioting—committing 99 percent
of the crimes,is the one that has divine sanction to do so. Theall-male

priesthood of every major faich on the planet goes out of its way 0
keap it so. Men not only steal, rape and pillage exclusively, they also
polute, abuse, harass lic and conceal more than their counterparts
across the sexual divide. No wonder they call women “the firer sex”.
I¢'s not a reference to appearance, trust me.

Sowhat to do? Wel, in richer lands,sisters are doing i for
chemselves. Slowly, by evolution and crecping infltracion into
previously all-male enclaves, women are taking over. I'm not talking
here about Margaret Thatcher—she was more of a Benazir Bhutto
figure than a clarion call o arms for her fellow women, a lady who
married money and then launched a policical career,freed from the
need to support herself. No, the west (outside of Scandinavia) is
still awaiting its firse female political leader of substance. But
women matter i every other walk of life, and theyl continue to
expand their role.

1¢’s happening here in morc orthodox, less developed lands too.
Forget Ms Bhutto or Ms Gandhi, and look to the anti-globalisation
campaigner, Vandana Shiva of India, or the amazing Asma Jehangir of
the Pakistan Human Rights Commission. They make their own way,
and leave atrail of uscles, discarded men behind them, those without
che wisdom to follow and learn. We have great sisters in Nepal too,
but [ won't embarrass them with a mention. They know who they are.

But I'm really wortied about all those idle malc hands and their
ability to wreck what women achieve as they do it for themselves.
Maybe we need to make a deal with the devil. ¢

number of villagers o cut grass
in designared plots in
Sukhlaphanta, but haven't yet
decided about Bardiyaand
Chitwan,” says Maskey.

While the army, which
maintains two companies in the
western and castern parc of
Bardia, has ried o maintain as
many of the original outposts in
the park area, atleast 30-35
percent of park area is
unreachable. Says a Bardiya
National Park official: “This is a
relatively Maoist-sen
Some areas are under direct
vision of the army acall imes,
but they do maincain high
security during the day cven in
thearcas they v pulled ou
from.”

Amajor problem the armyis
facing in trying to mainain
national sccurity are the large
groups of andless setclers
maincained by political parties
as vote banks in places like
Bardia and Sukhlaphanta

Saysan army official, “While
we do conduct body searches on
people pasing through the arca,
and also interrogate them, itis
extremely difficult o identify
Maosts from the crowds of
landless setelers who frecly pass
through the park corridors.
“They don’t dress any differently.
It becomes casier for the
Maoists to infltrate the area.”

In the remote Khaprad
National Park, located at the
junction of Bajura, Bajhang,
Doti and Accham districts,all
the outposts have been merged,
and the company ofarmy
soldicrs operates from the
headquarters based on a plateau
inside the park. “In some placcs,
they've burnt and destroyed our
ouposts, but so far they haven’t
been able to attack the central
points. They underestimated us.
“They thought we were like the
police. But soon realised we're
beter trained, berter cquipped
for such an attack. At east we
have troops, weapons, supplics,
and rations to sustain 24 hours
of fightingin a remote post,”
says our army source.

Frequent Maoist activity and
the emergency don't mean bad
news only for the unprorected
animals and ccosystems of the
national park. They have also
managed to scare off tourists,
which means the livelihood of
many people dependenton
wildiife courism i in danger.
Whilea few hotels and resors
inside the park e barely
functioning, hotels ourside the
parks find their clientele has
simply dricd up.
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“Can the prime minister dare
spend a week in Rolpa?”

Heis 38, and an active member
of the leftist Samyukta Jana
Morcha party. He was picked up
by police in 1998 during the
Kilo Sierra 2 counter-
insurgency operation. He has

been languishing in Libang Jail
with 23 other inmates (one of
them awoman) without trial. He
does not want to be identified
and spoke to Vijay Kumar
earlier this month.

How come you could make it
to Rolpa during such difficult
times?

Vijay Kumar: The army gave me
aride. | came for my TV show.

How did you get inside the
ail?

VK: The DSP in Liwang gave me
permission.

How long have you known
him?

VK: Just met him for the first time
in my life. But I have heard of
him. By the way, how long have
they kept you here?

Slightly more than five years.
VK: What charges?

They (police) came to my
village and one day said
there is Kilo Sierra going on
and arrested me. They
slapped shanti surakshya

(law and order act) on me.
VK: So you're not a Maoist?

No. But I did vote for Krishna
Bahadur Mahara (presently a
Maoist politburo member)
when he was elected MP.
VK: So, tell me, what is the
solution to this Maoist problem?

First, try to find out why the
people revolted. There is so
much exploitation by the
state, it exceeded the
people’s tolerance limit. No
one is addressing the basic
needs of the people. Politi-
cians are busy amassing vast
wealth. How many of these
leaders have come to Rolpa?
Even you, big names in
journalism, you just send
juniors here. Can the prime
minister dare spend a week
here? Look at us: we have
spent five years without trial.

If we are guilty, a court
should have said so. The
biggest injustice is that
even if we are convicted,
the maximum jail sentence
would be two years. But |
have already been here five
years. You call this democ-
racy? (Expletive deleted)
VK: You want me to leave some
money so you folks can have
masu bhat?

No, thanks. But we would
appreciate it if you could tell
others about us. And, oh
yes, can you tell the CDO to
allow us to watch televi-
sion? After the emergency
we haven't been allowed to
watch.

VK: Sure. Some day | hope to
see youin Kathmandu.

We're touched that you
came. Some day.

Wb sils: wwamandaia com.np

—

Foodfare in |

Folds

Sasdwished wmink
Tt et

W saphe (hmp on
B

|
i Immsory |

Tow 110
e Tl Einby |
O |

a..d.:_.‘("

o e, o e S T REEHSY RATEMASES 5

Return to sender

Kathmandu's water could be in danger of being seriously contam-
nated. Greenpeace volunteers have begun packaging toxic pesticide
waste at an unsecured sorage| famllly g Khumaltar. The group, whlch

supples, has prepared a detalled i mvenlury of the vaste and the
companies that manufactured the products. In adtion, the activists
have secured the toxins in larger
barrels and asked the companies
concerned to collect and safely
dispose of the poison. The toxic
waste in Khumaltar, which originated [*
in companies in Germany, Nether-
lands, USA, Japan and India,
includes 18 organichlorides (which
travel swiftly up the food chain and are carcinogenic), 5 heavy metals
(including mercury compounds, banned in Europe and the US many
years ago due to their cancer-causing properties) and 20 other classes
of chemicals. The larger companies listed on the inventory include the
German Bayer AG, Dutch Shell, Swiss Ciba Gegy and Sandoz,
American DuPont and Monsanto, and Japanese Sumitomo. Most of the
pesticides were imported under aid projects aimed at increasing
agricultural yield.

Greenpeace activists have been trying to organise the garage-like
storage facility since July last year. They found the walls of the store
lined with unstable, rusty iron shelving, filled with hundreds of tins,
bottles, bags and cans, the contents of some spilling over, and mummi-
fied corpses of rats and cockroaches caught between the crates.
“Verbally the companies are positive (about helping with the clean-up),
but have to date refused to take initiative. They never do unless
pressedo," says Greenpeace’s Andreas Bemstorff leader of the
Khumaltar clean-up operation. “We're now doing first aid work, that is
putting everything in safe packages for transport.” In Germany, a
spokesman for Bayer AG told the German newspaper Bild am Sonntag
that f indeed it were true that his company's products were identified, it
would contribute towards the detoxification process.

Bayer has the largest waste deposits in Khumaltar, including
organic mercuric-chloride (Agallol 3, Ceresan) which is banned in most
developed countries. Others, such as DuPont's dozen bags of Marlate
(50 percent DDT), and Shell's Dieldrin, of which there are a number of
50 kg sacks in Khumaltar, have also long been out of use. By the
Stockholm Convention 2001, all stores and stocks of such old pesticides
have to be destroyed. At present Nepal has over 74 tons of obsolete
pesticides stored in Amlekhgunj (50 tons), Nepalgunj (20 tons) and
Khumaltar, which is estimated to hold about five tons.

Say no to plastic

There's a campaign on to ban plastic bags fiom the scenic Pokhara
valley. In an appeal to the Pokhara Apellate Court, Advocate Bishwa
Ghimire has asked for a ban on the production, distribution and use of
plastic bags inside the valey. In the campaign, Ghimire has named the
Pokhara Sub Metropoiitan City, the District Development Committee:
and District Administration Office, Kaski, the Pokhara Industry and
Commerce Organisation, the Pokhara Valley Town Development
Committee, the Small Cottage Industries Office, Kaski and the District
Irigation Office, Kaski, as defendants. Experts say that excessive use of
plastic bags has polluted Pokhara's Phewa Lake and the Seti river,
subsequently ruining surrounding agricultural land. The plastic bags
have also harmed Pokhara's biodiversity and caused environment
degradation and kiling animals. The Pokhara sub Metropolitan City
estimates that 39,750 families live inside the town. Each family uses an
estimated five bags a day to carry fruts, vegetables, medicines, and
clothes. Going by these numbers, close to 200,000 plastic bags are
used in Pokhara every day.

Special intervention

The Nepal Ol Corporation is cracking down on petroleum pumps.
around the country. According to recent reports, the NOC has fined at
least 10 gas stations up to Rs 75,000 for selling consumers diesel and
petrol adulterated with kerosene. The NOC has also banned some
pumps from selling fuel for six months. Meanwhile, the Special Police
Branch is also looking into the adulteration of petroleum products
Following numerous appeals from rate consumers regarding the
adulteration of transport fuel, a working group has been formed to look
into the adulteration of petroleum products from third countries. The
working group, headed by the director general of the Nepal Quality
Control Department, will include members of the Nepal Ol Corporation
and the Special Police Branch. Adulterated diesel and petrol not only
cause environmental pollution, they also seriously damage engines.
The Special Police Branch says it is monitoring petroleum tankers
transporting fuel from Amlekhgun] to Kathmandu, The Nepal Oil
Corporation acknowledges the adulteration, and has been carrying out
checks at the estimated 80 gas pumps in the Valley.

ELD workshops
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAI

How prudent is it to rely on a
consensus reached by parties
in a perpetual process of fusion
and fission?

esperately secking to
decipher the “broad
national consensus”,

“broader democratic alliance”

trading. Given the way
Kangresis, bampanthisand
former panchas are accusing one
another of purloining their

and other wide-ranging propos-
als for national concord pervad-
ing theair in recent weeks,
Nepalis have now become half-
amused spectators to charges of
plagiarism politicians are

platforms, we will probably
never know who the progenitor
of this howling obsession with
harmony really s.

Nepali Congress president
Girija Prasad Koiralais collect-

ingand analysing the responsc
o hislatest larification of hs
post-cmergency entreaty to
determine when he might need
toissue the next advisory.
UML general sccretary Madhav
Kumar Nepal, preoccupicd
with his own covenant on
bringing Bam Dev Gautam’s
brigade back into the fold,
wants to see in writing whether
Koirala's blucprint i broad
cnough to accommodate partics
outside parliament before
offering a formal response.
While the smaller communise
factions are weighing how the
big boys' deliberations would
numerically affec the volaile
nau bam/das bam " configura-
tion, the Sadbhavana family is
on vacation because it fecls the
party's name conveys cnough
goodill to last for alifetime.

So it was the Rastriya
Prajatantra Party’s turn to
showits hand. Peeved by the
Kangresis’and Communists’
pilferage, the ex-panchas
decided to revise their seven-
month-old broad national
consensus programme that was
based on a concept paper made
public two years ago. Aca press
conference fast week,

RPP president Surya
Bahadur Thapa (photo, lefi)
said afew changes had been
made to the programme
because of the “changed
circumstances”. (Which means
the country's third-largest party
has promptly moved ino
damage-control mode).

Those of us who detected
wnusual movements in and

around Thapa's Maligaon

residence i recent weeks can
now rest assured that Koirala
was only trying to put together
the details of a consensus
package the Nepali Congress
had mandated him to produce.
Rejecting the prevailing
belicf that the RPP’s unity plea
wasa ploy to gain power, Thapa
said the placform was the
requirement of the time. Asan
avid admircr of Thapa's
impeccable sense of timing ever
since he bounced back ino the
Panchayat mainstream from
virtual oblivion in 1979 while
Congess-and communist-
affliated students were hound-
ing mandales from college
campuses across much of the
country, Ican hardly quibble
with that argument. But I was
disappoinced by Thap'sstand
on Koirala’s patform. “During
my meeting with Girija Prasad
Koirala, he did not give me any
reason to believe that the
consensus [call] would be used
0 get back to power.” OF
course he didn’r. Krishna Prasad
Bhattarai stll can’t forgive
himsclf for believing that
Koirala had granted him the
prime minister's job for a full
five years well before the carly
birds had cast their ballors in
the last general lection. *
don’twant to share power with
the communistsand | will never
oblige Koirala cven ifhe
happens to be the emperor of
the whole world,” Bhatrarai
told reporters a the airport
before departing for awecklong
visit to India. Call him yester-
day's man or today's icon of
anti-communism, but don’t

forget that those were words
coming from the only found-
ing member of the Nep:
Congresson the planct,

As the RPP chief might
suspect, Koirala probably
reclls vividly how his candour
in front of then-prime minister
“Thapa helped delay BP’s
release from Sundarijal prison
in the 19605, especially when
GP was under express orders
from the palace to be discreet
about the secet parleys that
were going on. (“ Bisweswar
Prasad Koirala ko
Amabrictanta” Pp 309-310).

"To besure, leaders of all
parties in the amity caravan
would have to arrive ata
minimum common agreement
onissues and procedures
before they can submit their
agenda to the prime minister.
Even before that, however,
cach party would have to
make sure everyone inside is
aboard. Since thealliance
partners would probably be
dealing with the premier as an
instiution, it’s beside the
point to wonder how many
heads of government they
expect to strecch this exercise
over,

‘The RPP has suggested six
points for inclusion in the
minimum common agreement:
a) aworking plan to solve the
Maoist problem; b) progress
in economic, social and
political sectors; ) improve-
ment in electoral procedures
and introduction of an interim
government; d) a code of
conduct for political parties;
) an ani-corrupion pro-

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

Plagiarism politics

o
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gramme; and f)clear terms for
good governance.

Among the other specifics in
the RPP agenda are progressive
taxation on fixed property and
investment of funds so collected
in softloans to landless and
poor farmers; introduction of a
quotasystem for
janjatis for education and jobs;
and empowerment of the
Commission for Investigation of
Abuse of Authority.

If T had to putall thisina
sentence, it would probably
read something lke this:
Ensuring the peoples welfare by
creating a democratic, just,
dynamic and exploitation-free
socicty through coordination
among Nepalis ofall classes and
occupations on a national scale.
Don’t the RPP luminaries recall
this was preciscly what Article
19 of the Panchayat Constic
tion of Nepal 1962 envisaged?

“Thapasays any enduring
consensus would have to be
forged within the framework of
the present constiution. Now
that's a tall order for politicians
who can’tstop calling cach
other crooks even while they
say they are cooperating,
Morcover, when three decades
of partylessness couldn’c
prevent the three-way Thapa-
Chand-Marich Man splicin the
Rastriya Panchayat in the spring
0f 1990, how prudent would it
be o rely on a consensus
reached by partics thatarc in a
perpetual process of fusion and

fission? ¢

NEPALI ECONOMY

“Capital adequacy

Nepali Times: Thisis your 10" anniversary year.
Howis your bank doing?
Himalaya $ Rana: The bank has been daing el
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- Himalaya Sumshere Rana, chairman, Himalayan Bank

They will have to tackle that problem. The directives

ejoint

bnkingaloarived. The NBL.u\dduRmmy.\Bam]m

arevielcome, but they should have been fine tuncd
lokingatthestateofou conomy andourbnking

“Thatapplies more to public finance, L am eally
worricd. As faras the banking sccror s concerned, it
will o go the Argecine vy bucgovernment’s

Bankshouldh butthey contin practices. Sccondly,the timing was not righ regular dup. Ontop of

it oldprcies. nm didn'tchange. Anand Bhakea therisdownrurn,when e arefinding it difficult o that threis his campaign st the Maoists. When
BLfor 29 years,and he knew th getinterest floan payments  cconomicactiviticsare not increasing, revenucs re

m‘d.\(vmrd\mc\:nfmd\p.\rrymdm.\dtlnandmsmm from clients.. to come up with new regulci oin down, so howis t

accordingly. A el oanswere  was notrighe. Nowifthepaymentis notmadeon the o mect expense?

With badmm,,m.su}.e.hmmmenhemomm
them offifthey are beyond recovery. Nobody had the
courageodo thatand they have piled up. Bu then they
sill Imcthmrnmvnrkanddqumnwhmn]lh.m

k. I think it can by d

Whardoyouhavemsayarnutmemleafdze
central bank while all this was happening, in

due date, you have to immediatelysecaside 12.5
percentasa possible oan lossprovision. o the loan
loss provision s going to be huge, which means we
cannot extend crediwith that money, so the opporcu-
nity to make profi i less, because you cannot use that
moncy for busincss

Has Lﬂeomtmlbankbeen fair in enforce-
ment so

Now on the general investment climate,
wouddynupurmoncymmamprpm,cu

Nn,
How bad is the investment situation?

Apartfrom burcaucraic tardiness, cormuption, ctc what
many peopleare not ealsing i hat the basicthings b

terms of monitoring and

It hasalways had the operational freedom to inspect and
supervise. When the icin( venture banks came licenses
weregiven oneafter the other even to parties who didn’t
havea good reputation. ewas diffcul toinspectand
supervise the increased number of banks. There was

Our ninth annual reportsjust outand
successulincollecting over Rs 17 bllon a deposits,the
bighstamong jintventurcbanks, i ighrthan

Kind ofa complex, hen Istarted at the

Nepal Rastra Bank, I said that the sal: fits staff

dering whether the direct ld be

enforced lly. If two or ch that

andorder. 13 percentinerestin

Nigeriaor Colombia, but peopl vinSwiss

they have taken isan indication of what they are going
t0do, hey have applied them firly.

What advice do you have for people trying
to reform the financial sector?
I thinkweh lism in

bankscven when they do nor geintercst, becauseat east

thecapilisfe. Forsixyeus vehavebadviokne

political activiri and

tourisshavestoppecdcoming v Biarapur, et
woN:

i inning to fi

shoud be25 pecncigherdhan gvemmenc s

Standard Chartered and Nabil. Similarly, £
extend creditworth over Rs 9 billion, which isalso the
Highetamountlntbya jinc bk Profisven
o
3

k’ Y\w ol 1

Later on they wer Then the joint
»:nmmbankscamcandmavbs [hcsunsmd nephws of

decision-making, Leadership i very importan.In the
central bank, it nor casy for the governor to assert his
leadrship,because he isavare tht nly o o hrce

igin these banks

began dmwmgamg},emjm than i, o thre vas

ercent thelast fiscalyearwe gavea
Gridendof 275 percent. Wewere the fourth joint venture
bank,and those who begin carir have  head start. We
wereranked as the number o bankin Nepal by

ave ot been succssul n tmely inspecton and.
vegulation. The NRB i vety much present,butits

Asiaweek, which recentlylisted the top 500 banksin Asia

What are your major investments?
Weareessentiallya commercial bank, which means
that our bread and butter fr LCs

effective presence has not been felt. But things are

How would you rate the NRB' supervision of
5 sector?

cial bankingare lightly

stay there for the full term. But now under
the new acr, the governor cannot be removed for
“exigencies,”which were never defined. So thatgives a
sort ofsccurity to their tenure. I chink (the present
governor) isa man with guts,so weare hoping that
thingswill improve.

People are talking about Nepal going the

Argentine way if something is not done to shore
up the financial sector. Would you agree?

fF. Yougotto the Hyart,
you \Ml[saehow icis. Unlessthe lawand order situation
isresolved, we cannoteven dream of foreign investmen,
avenlocalinvestment. On top of hat somethingclsc has
happencd (capital fight). When Madhav Kumar (Nepal)
sidlcs haveasealing of s 1 millon (on property)
about Rs 2 billion was withdrawn from here, Nowwith
thevoluntary ta declaration scheme,cven though e was

s
the net and tax payers necdn't have been worried,
the publicity given and the action taken was like
spraying pellets from a 12-bore gun. They senta
letter to me also. Everyone was scared and again
Rs 2 billion more was withdrawn.

(lcterofcredi) for importsand exports,and then
guarantecing performance for commission. Weare not
aniinvestment bank in the sense that we don’tbuy
shares, we don’t subscribe cquitiesin other organisa-
tions. We lend to various sectors, most or industrics

Which sector among indusiries?

Tron, steel mills... almostall industics the ourism
sector, which s horelsand airlines. Our exposure to the
tourism sector s only 22 percent, which has not
broughcusdov Thosc banks that have lent heavily ©o

FOLLOW

Radha visits Govinda in jail

sentenceina Tokyojail ona mpc—m\mitr charge (*Here comes the
story of Govinda Mainali,” #39),the judge who sentenced him has
himself been accused nfhavmg illegal Vex \\uh a mmnmnd dnharr:d

Japancseand i ith the
Japanese government and the Supreme Court, which s expecred to ulc on
an appeal tosend Govinda back to Nepal. They are convinced Govinda is
innocentand have formed the “Justice for Govinda” pressure group, which
some Nepalisin America have also joined. The activists paid for Govinda’s
wife Radha to ly to Tokyo to sec him i his jail cell ast month, This was the
firs time in cight years that he has scen her.

I don'cknow what 'l ey, but | may cry when  seehim” Radha told

han incerprecer b Ikinginto the Tokyo Decention
House. Beleving in her husband's innocence, Radha inally made the trip to
Japan from Jhapa to encourage him and to call for public suppore.

Govinda, 35, went to Japan in 1993 to scek his fortune, and was
working in an Indian restaurant. He was arrested in Tokyo in 1997 on
suspicion of exccutiveinaJap gy utility who worked
ina high-profile job by day and was  sex worker by night in Tokyo's
Shibuya red-light disrict.

Radha and Govinda did nor discuss the case much during the 20-

i Sovi most of the half-hour asking about family
especially about his daughters Mithila and Elisa. The younger Elisa was born
after Govinda lef for Japan and he has never seen her.

Also present in the visiting room scparated by a glass partition wasa
lawyerand a jail guard. The lawyer said Govinda looked more composed
than usual, apparently in an effort not to worry his wife. When she said she
would beable o stay in Tokyo for only a few wecks, however, Govinda
pressed her o say longer. Radha was in ears when she came our of the
detention house.

Govinda was arrested in March 1997 on suspicion of murdering the
‘woman in avacant apartment in Shibuya Ward and stealing about 40,000
yen ($3,000). The apartment was near the condominium where he lived at
the ime. The. in Japan becausc of

A frerwe reported the plight of Govinda Mainali who s serving alife

attract

e come the story of Dol Mairsd g

Govinda Mainali is still in a Japanese prison,
awaiting the Supreme Court’s ruling.

the doublelife of the victim. Govinda, who has never admiteed his involvemenc
in the crime, was acquitted by the Tokyo District Courtin April 2000

Nevertheles, the Tokyo High Court decided to keep himin detention
afer prosecutors appealed the case, instead of allowing immigration
authoriticsto deport him over an invalid visa. The high court then
reversed the lower court rulingand, icn[EnCEd him to alife term in
December 2000. Despietheack o ew vidence, e high courttrned
down the carlicr ruling that said there was “room for counter-argument” on
every aspect of the vrsion of events given by prosecutors .

Radha is convinced of her husband’s innocence. “My husband isa
gentleand quict person and would never be able to Kill anyone,” she old
Japan Times. “Knowing everything about him as his wife, all [ can say is
hedid not doit.” Radha is worried that their daughters are bullied at
school by children who calltheir father a murderer. When she lcf her
home for the viic o Tokyo, the daughters old her to “bring daddy
home,” she aid

Ramesh Amatya, president of the Nepalese Americas Council, who was
also in Tokyo at the time says 50,000 Nepalis in the United States are
fully backing Govinda. “Anyone who studicd this case comes away with the
conviction thatjustice has failed,” hesaid. Back home in Nepal, however,
the Govinda s has el ot been s iher by the goernment

ich depends heavily on J aid) or by activists. #

Koshi Tappu Wildlife Camp
e 24 Bedded Safari Tented Camp
Winter Offer

An opportunity to discover Koshi Tappu Wildife Camp during this
winter. An excellent alternative to Chitwan and Bardia for nature
and wildlife lovers. Unique possibility to experience and view
almost 400 species of birdfe and some of the most rare and
endangered wikd games on the mast peaceful and relaxing setting
in eastern Nepal.

Give yourself and your family a stimulating & meaningful break
away and far from the maddening crowd of Kathmandu into the
lap of pure nature.

Your visit will help to protect the habitat of all kinds of flora &
fauna, s the camp Is deeply imvolved In consenation & preservation
together with local villagers. The local children can learn more
from you abaut the importance of nature in their life, please do
visit the schools which are supported by the Camp and share
knowledge with the teachers and children.

The cam 12 deluxe safari tents with rustic but medern
amenities including hot and cold shower, fully stocked bar and
restaurant that serves both Nej and Continental culsine escorted
by trained Naturakist will ensure your visit wil be memorable ane!

Special affer to inbroduce you Koshi Tappu Wildiife Reserve’,

se contact vour travel agens or i

‘Tﬁ““""aﬁ:;. ;Ii,‘ R‘F:S‘T Pvt. Ltd.

Kamaladi, Kathmandu
Voice: 223488/ 248942, Fax: 240992
E-mall: sales(i promotencpal.com

have to be careful now.

You also have some very bad consortium

fumloansare ot ding el we have ot
rlur wewill not

different. [ wasa central banker, a Minisery of Finance
man, Prichivi Bahadur Pandey was  central bankerand
dida stincas general manager of che RBB. Commercial
banking has now becomevery complex, One thing
lacking in the NRB s that they do not have people
thoroughly conversantwith the fine loopholes in
commercial banks. They have a few top people who
are quite knowledgeable, but the middle level staff
isn't, Inspection will take place, butif the repor will
come after six months, what i the use? Things are
changing, though. Now we havea dynamic man in
charge of the banking operations, and he has always
made his presence el

Is a committed govemnor at NRB enough to
bnn,-; about change?
‘autonomy for the NRB is very much in

cleadiic y Nepil
dwhend bank

shaappyprsareononcbakorodr Al el

context, Outof 12 governorsony hre have mynd for

BIZ [NEWS

Power to the people

The Nepal Eleciricity Authority began the “wet test” of the Kali Gandaki hydroelectricity project last week.
The project, after being delayed by over a year, is finally ready to come on line and is expected to generate
enough power to meet Nepal's electricity demand for the another three to four years. The plan is to test
each one of the three 48-megawatt generators one after the other before switching the turbines to
produce 842 gigawatts-hours of power annually. The project will also have pondage capacity, which
means it can store water to run the turbines at peak capacity for six-hours even in the dry season. Leaks
in the tunnel during testing and problems with erection of 12 pylons on the norther transmission line near

Pokhara are threatening more delays. The project uses water from the Kali Gandaki diverted at Mirmi in
Syangja district through a six km long, 8 m wide tunnel to the semi-underground power house at Beltari.

Dividends

The Stantiard Chartered Bank Limited has reported  protof RS 431 milion, a roughly 10 percent increase
over 2000/01. The 9 January annual general meeting of the bank has approved a 100 percent d\vwdend toits

theirfull rm. N
dismised o had tolave, Thatbeing the cse,the top
of the bank wasa ltcle diffident about

becom;
profitable. When you ecogpise that, chen we havetosay
“allright,wevwill losethe deal”. But then theteare
pressure groupsand thercisabvaysonebank or theother
opposing thatand we cannot take the desired acion.

You've been quite successful, what decisions
would you say were critical to your success?
One was the decision to atract deposits. One very

putting their foot down. Especialyafeer democracy,
everybody started having connections and the best thing
was not o ruffle feathers—that was the attitude.

How would you rate the new NRB directives?
“The nine directives re welcome because they were
issed to ensure that commercial banks operate under
segultions inline ith inernaional andiuds. The

i ditiswelcome. Butin this world

wings
accounts—iftheaccouncholder diesaccidentally, we pay
tothehisourtimes thedepositamount,subect othe

you have both supersonicjets and bullock carts They
luvc taken norms from the Bank of International
witzerland. Thatisa ds

celing of Rs 500,000, Every month
thereare 19 prizes, somecimes we gavegold coins,
sometimes watches, sometimes cash vouchers, so our
savingsaccounts havebeen very popular. | think current
accounts mostly go to the older banks, embassy
accounts and INGO accounts also. Our deporsic
mobilisation hasalso been very successfl. We then
introduced tele-banking, Itwas nota resounding
success, butt hasalso atracted customers, as it saves a
lot oftime. We havealso been leaders n introducing
new products, new techinology, ATMsand ourown
Himalayan Bank credit card.

On the surface, all private sector banks scem

10 be doing fairly well. How much of that is

due to the poor performance of public banks?

Obviouyvehr bencfdfom . renow Nepd
nk Li Tewill not

b daround. But this bank delled

cconomy. Lec take the captal adequacy aro here—it
was cight percent before, this financial ycar ic
become nine, next year 10, then icwill be 12. Ten
percentis not there in India or Pakistan cvn. To apply
norms taken from a very developed toa country ike

Likewise, the Himalayan Bank, which announced a profit of Rs 287 milli ighly 4:

percent growth compared with the previous year—is to give its shareholders both dividends and bonus
shares. Everest Bank has said its profits in the same period were Rs 147 million, and that it will issue both

preference and bonus stock.

Rs 22.5 million

Thats how muc

e government says

s to spend on tourism promotion

s year. But the Nepal

Tourism Board is conspicuously absent in the Tourism Ministry statement. The announcement also says the

promotion program will be formulated,

and monitored by a

ded by the Minister for

Tourism and Civil Aviation. Industry sources say there is a message there to NTB which might have been
sidelined because it has been unable to produce results, or the money will simply be a source of slush
funds. Everything the committee proposes to undertake is already being done by the Board.

Air India

Air India’s maiden flight to Kathmandu br

passenger, Indian

ister Atal Behari

ging ime
Vajpayee for the 11“' SAARC summit on 3 January, is a record in itself. The arrival of Air India also points to
the possibilities that lie ahead for Nepali tourism, should there be revival in Indian arrivals in the future. Even
though Air India does not have scheduled flights to Nepal, more and more Nepalis are using the airline for

from New Delhi, says a company press release. Most of these Nepalis are headed to destina-

Nepal, thisis one place where they should have been
more careful. Capital adequacy is going to be a problem
for many banks now. Because of that we have decided to
raise Rs 360 million from the market to augment our
supplementary capital. You have o seze the bull by the
horns. Next i rwe are going to issue Rs 260
million worch of ights'share and raisc our capital by
onebillion rupees. Westarted with Rs 240 million
authorised capital and Rs 60 millon paid ups now our
paid up capital is Rs 390 million.

Does this mean some banks could dose down in
the future once enforcement becomes stringent?

tions in the Gulf or Malaysia.

Duncans Industries, one of

ing in Nepal two products in the strong tea category, Double Diamond and Pikup.
Double Diamond, made of dark brown pure grains of fine quality tea, will be
available in the market in a 250 gm pack at Rs 60, while a superior blend of fresh
tea from the best gardens, Pikup, will be available in a 200 gram pack priced at Rs
41. Both products are packaged in metalised foil-lined pack. Duncan Industries
has been producing and selling teas for 160 years and is one the top three

marketers of packed tea in India.




RAMESH POUDYAL
INPOKHARA, .. ...
‘maginea Himalayan griffon
I vulture riding the catabatic
winds over Sarangkot. Theair
roaring against her car, soaring on
the mid-morning thermals, higher
and higher until Phewa Lake is
likea ltele green jewel,

Machhapuchhreand the
Annapurnas etched against an
azure sky. Now imagine that
griffon vulture s you.

Thatis what itis like to go
paraglidingin Pokhara. Nepal's

latest adventure tourism activity.

Getup ther to look at central
Nepaland the Annapurnas from

the vantage point of the gods.

Paragliding s the sport of
flying—yes, flying—usinga
specially designed parachue. Itis
the best way to experienceall the
wonders of Nepal—lakes,
moungins, naturalsplendour and
for some, even nirvana. Note:

paraglidings different from the
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ulera-lighs that you hear whirring
above Pokhara every morning
tha offer an hour-long sight-
secing flightin small mororised
gliders.

Few guidebooks urge us to go
ahead and soar right into the
crisp, fresh air of the mountains.
Thatisa shame, becausc
paragliding and Pokhara go
together like tomatocs and timur,
strawberries and swirly whipped
cream. Now, finally, there is hope
for those of us in Pokhara who
want some activity, but cannot
afford the time to go on a trek.
No moreis renting. boat (yawn)
and paddling lstlessly across
Phewa Tal (snorc) theonly
option. Now there s chance to
getonc of the biggest highs of
them all—geteing up close and
personal with that great invereed
forked fish-tail of
Machhapuchhre

Sunrise Paragliding, the first
Nepali company to start commet-
cial paragliding, has been in

BT

Want to get up close and
personal with a mountain or
two? Paraglide in Pokhara:

business in Pokhara since 1999.
Since then more than 1,000
people have been airborne in the
skies above Pokhara, and got a
litle bit closer to the mountains.
In order to promore the activity,
which has huge adventure sporc
cache overseas, the company has
also been organising “interna-
tional level” championships. In
the third paragliding champion-
ship held here in December, there
were 16 contestants from ten
different nations. Participants
were required o take off from
Sarangkor, fly above Torepani
and land at a designated spot on
Lakeside. They were judged on
the varying levels of skils they
exhibited in the air. Although
there were fewer participants in
2001 as compared with the
previous ycar, when there were
close to 40 comperitors, enthusi-
asm was high.

“The highlight of the event was
when Nepali participant Rajesh
Bomjom won the solo flight

cvent. Rajesh, the first Nepali o
receivea paragliding license from
London, works for Sunrise
Paragliding. Says the high fler:
“Ithasn’t been long since [
started flying, but the feclingis
inimitable—once you're of, it
fecls as though you have wings.
Jump off from Sarangkorand
Kiss the beauty of the Himalaya
and the lakes, and you wish you
could fly forever.” Many
competitors had pretty adven-
turous plans, including lying
over Syangja, Palpa, Parbar,
Kaski and the Annapurna
Conservation Area, but these
had to be cancelled duc to bad
weather. Despite that, some
comperitors showed offsome
precty hair-raising tricks—even
landing on the waters of Phewa
“Tal with their girlfriends making
up the second flier that the
chutes can carry.

Nepal's terrain and weather
makeitan ideal paragliding
country, especially from mid-

# ADVENTURE

autumn 0
end-winer.
You're best offfying
between late morning,
and lace afternoon, when
the wind speed at this time of
yearis just right to soar likean
cagle. Indecd, thatis exactly who
you fly with—paragliding s
considered best and safestin the
warm spaces favoured by high-
flying birds such as cagles.
Qualiy flying needs fair wind,
too much of it, or rain, isan
obstruction.

Aswith anything to do with
flying in Nepal, the bureaucracy
has to get involved. And under
our 1994 Civil Aviation Policy,
the Civil Aviation Authority has
approved commercial paragliding
taking offfrom the Torepani cliff
in Sarangkot, over Lakeside, the
Mahendra caves, Phewa Phaant,
and landing at Naudada. Sl
paragiders have to be on the
lookout for the morning Pokhara-
Jomsom shutcles and et used to
the Twin Otters and Dorniers

droning bencath
their fect.

Itis strange thac
although Nepalis
promoted so ofen asan
adventure sport destina-
tion, the opporcunity to fly
the majestic skies s such a
recent one. Late it may be, but
atleast it diversifies a tourist
market that is gerting just that
litelebid jaded, not to mention

aving to cope with all the
craziness of the last year.
Commenting on how the sporc
has brought about more varicty
in tourism to Pokhara, Biru

Bomjom, director of Sunise
Paragliding says with conviction:
“We need to be innovative and
creative if we are to take Nepal's
tourism industry forvward. We
think paragliding as an adven-
ture sport can help in this.”
Bomjom started the business
with paragliding chutes that
cach cost about Rs 200,000, It
isabiginvestment, and of

course safety is anissu, so, until
there are more skilled pilots in
Nepal, Bomjom has had o hire
forcign pilots. And as there aren’t
any training facilities or schools,
Bomjom has been providing those
dunofficial training right
here n Pokhara, following the
three-level paragliding course set
out by the Federation
Acronautique Internationale, the

world body that governs
paragliding rulcs. Trainces
completing this course can fly for
an hourarastrech, but because
Sunrise Paragliding is not listed
with the FAI they do not have
the authority to issueslicenses
after the training is complete.
Bomjom is doing his best, but
says dealing with an unhelpful
bureaucracy can be wearying.
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“This means that though
Pokhara s among the top destina-
tions in the country for interna-
tional as well as domestic rourist,
the sport has not been able o
actractas much excitementas it
would virtually anywhere cse in the
world. The massive declincin
tourisarrivals st year might be
partally to blame, butitisa pretty
expensive option, at $70 foran

- ¥

hourin the sky.

‘The only other Nepali
paraglider, Narayan Parjuli,says
we should be patient—and give it
ashot. “Perhaps Nepalisare not
aware of the fun of flying with
chutes, but truly, once you start,
you never want to descend.” Oh,
and there are discounts for
Nepalis, so get ready for the ride
of yourlife.

The January issue of
Himal is now on
news stands.

-"'}."" “~ 4 In addition to being a special issue on
£ reconceptualising the region, this month's issue
/ includes a free downside-up atlas-quality map

of South Asia.

Time to learn Nepali

Reach the consuming masses
by advertising in Himal Khabarpatrika.
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AKHILESH UPADHYAY

ilsociy
groupmaredecpy diidedsb the
meritsof the Global Compact,a UN
initaive to promore espect for human
rights, labour,and the environmentas
corporationsand satespursuc:
cconomicglobalistion. Numerous
on-govemmentalorganisations have
foined theyear-old program, bu have
strong rescrations abouti. They
would likeall nine of the non-binding
principals lsted b the Compactto be

Bluewash

DAIMLERC

MShell

HRYSLER

«— ) N

RIO
TINTO
OVARTIS

Can the Global Compact save citizens from the excesses of
corporations and states in the pursuit of globalisation?

by

mandarory, butsay that compromiscs NGOsarthesesiondesebed | WTOandotherinsinionsNGOs | th pastyear. The companicsccd,
arenecesary. “Our including Norway's Norsk Hyclro,
decisi cwith the Global istheUS-based | Hindustan Lever, the Indian unitof
mdudmgGrEenpﬂcEand Fnends of | Compactisrealiic,” ssid alil Oorp\x’auh ihbroghforh Unilers Rio Tinto, and Nike have
say the Compactisanattempt | Tripathi from Amnesty denied the chargesor
; London offce “Ifwe demand ear Lnudul Tang[LdUplnmuL "The | dem. Suthlu]auummuldb(
“bluewash’—deansing heirimages | that inci han prevented, Corp ifthe
by assocation with the UN. The arethatchey won'tly.” Hewas quick wmppsd in :hsb]u»:Uthg Hc]dmg UNembmxd\\ham tham
groupssaythe Compactlakstehvi | toaddhac Amnesyvas “noca theflagorty Compac

relicsoncomprics o volunter o

partcr” inthe Globl Compactand

but not

anindusty titan: Rio Tinto for

raqulremenmf:ntrvmm, and

To deport or not
OTTAWA - ian Supr
refugees may be deported to their home countries, even if they face
torture upon return, if they are deemed to pose a serious risk to
Canadian security. The decision was handed down last Friday in
rulings in two separate but similar cases, one involving a Sri Lankan
refugee and the other, an Iranian. The court declined to define the
term ‘serious risk”. The Sri Lankan, an LTTE executive member, had

anada’ minister and federal
court, but the Supveme Court ruled 9-0 Friday that he should have a
fuller opportunity to make his case to stay in Canada, mainly
because he may not pose a serious threat to Canada. The Iranian,
however, suspected of being a trained government assassin, and
deemed a “danger to Iranian dissidents living in Canada”, can be
deported to Iran, the court ruled in another 9-0 judgement. Oppo-
nents of deportations to states that allow torture said the ruling
gives some measure of protection to most refugee claimants, since
presumably they pose no great threat to Canada. “We didn't get a
blanket ban of deportations to places where torture is practised.
But the court has set a very high bar, these deportations will be
rare," said Alex Neve, Canadian executive director of Amnesty
International. The Federal Court ruled in 2000 that laws which allow
the federal immigration minister to send refugee claimants to states
where they may be tortured violate Canada’s Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. (Ps)

Meanwhile, in Australia

CANBERR;\ The ||ny.Sculh Pacific nation l:lauru Ieavs Auslralla wMI
duck ity for accepting as refugees many of the 1,118

|aboumgh.s, tpart, mining,Shell o ol Nike for markesand
leavesicup ! db dauto | investments. The proposal has made
.h:.mwnpafommm’mcylm n(hergnupmnamdvmwwv In gmmna,mluc}.ryder “The man file heacvy.
asked UN Secretary General Kof theirview, the Compac, however from biosci Novartisis Ackaseycar's World Economic
del theinitary audearf ic hidden ag bu for his Forumin Davos, Swizcrland,the
withdrawitaltogether hat lobalisacon has gon fing behind. Internatonal Chamber of Commerce
Lastwek,theGlobal Compacc | wiongandicis ime mulnatonals Kenny Bruno, CorpWarch's UN | (ICC), which has been strongly
Advisory Counil belds st cart paying il dues. d i i pushing h
meeting, UM body Critics say the C should believes the Global Ce h (‘,lulnl(‘\mmv d fal
ibourand Id accountable bty wi independ in e Intena-
M|wucty caders,as key tofind forlabourri i ioringbody. Thisisespecllyso, | cons Herld Tribune The voluny
“ the dil and human righ Else, hesaid, fi th nzmry
and challenges of obalsation.” ;}m arge, the UN sk bccun\mg Compacchavey aasconcof d
Several hundred ine pri “afterappearingon volunteering to
countriessuch as Bz, Britain, dlosing what e | the podium vith Kofi Annan.”
China, Germany, Indi, Indonesi, worldbod' « Corp
Norway, Russia, Thailand, and the US | providesomed nolover | | I,orhuman and control”be keptout of he Global
havcjoined theffore. donsand counterbaance husabuses sin | Compact. # ars)

by IRMA ADELMAN

Poverty and tetror

N o simple equation can be drawn between poverty and terror

the disaffected, di hised, inder of i

glibassertions abou the former brecding the latr do con mgramsof idencd dernisai icall Increasssin
twuth. Poverty may not cause Il bu ducation coupled with e modern-job cration and lurba
Jate . Viable sracegies o prevent mustaddress core ssues dded osocial il lreg
of cconomic development. nal, corruptand quelled disent hrougt Becauscofolthey reained
Dedepmenttookawron m 30yeasag when OPECimposdvo USsupport. Nowonder som j ypeyfor
i asmll bund Jifc Mo depend-

asylum seekers forcibly relocated by Australian military forces to
the island during last year's racially charged election campaign.
Nauru's president, Rene Harris, was surprised at reports that
Australia may leave in his country many found by the UNHCR and
Australian immigration officials to be genuine refugees, in the hope
that other governments will take them. Harris would like the asylum
seekers repatriated from Nauru—the world's smallest republic 4,000
km north-east of Australia, with 10,000 people—by mid-May, as
was agreed with Australia. Australian Minister for Immigration Phillip
Ruddock said last Tuesday Australia would only accept its “fair
share” of those on Nauru deemed refugees. The UNHCR is assess-
ing the claims of 300 people from a Norwegian container ship which
was stormed by Australian Special Air Service personnel last
August to prevent it landing in Australia. Frantic to resolve the
crisis, the Australian government announced the Pacific solution—
diverting asylum seekers in Australian waters to Pacific nations on
a short-term basis in return for financial support. UNHCR also
required the Australian government to assess the refugee applica-
tions of over 1,000 other asylum seekers forcibly relocated to Nauru
and Papua New Guinea—an exercise some estimate will cost
Australia $400 million. Margaret Piper, executive director of the
Re!ugee Councll of Australia, is dismayed. “Iran has 25 million
million from th
nity. We are spending $350-400 million to keep out a couple of
thousand people,” she said. UNHCR this week announces the
results of its processing of 216 Iragis in Nauru. Ireland will accept
50 of those found to be refugees, but no other country has indi-
cated interest in the remainder. “l don't doubt Ruddock called in
UNHCR thinking they'd be tougher than Australian decision makers
(in processing asylum requests)," Piper explained. ‘It seems the
UNHCR will find the majority of these people to be refugees and
Ruddock does not want to abide by the umpire's decision.” (ips)

Save your breath

NEW DELH\ Heallh and envlronment actlvlsls are aghasl at a
new automobile fuel policy that sets the clock back on a
Supreme Court order banning diesel use by buses and taxis
plying India’s smoggy capital, and replacing it with environment-
friendly compressed natural gas (CNG). After a series of
appeals by the government last year pleading inability to
comply with the order on the grounds of poor availability of
CNG, the court said all buses running on diesel had to go off
Delhi's roads
on 31 January.
| But encour-
aged by the
interim report
of a govern-
ment commit-
tee formed to
formulate fuel
= 2 policy, the
govemment vushed w approve it last week Sunita Narain,
director of the influential voluntary group Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE), said: "It is clear the government does
not care that millions die each year from pollution-related
diseases and is interested solely in keeping industry happy.”
The report and the government have ignored the testimony of
leading cardiologists that Delhi's air has dangerously high
levels of soot and respirable suspended particles (RSP), a
product of diesel combustion. “Breathing Delhi air is equivalent
to smoking 20 packets of cigarettes a day,” says Krishan
Kumar Aggarwal, a leading cardiologist. CSE’s published
estimate says annually at least 10,000 deaths in the capital,
which has 12 million people, can be traced to vehicular
pollution. Anil Agarwal, CSE’s founder who died last week,
blamed the asthma and cancer he suffered from on the
capital's pollutants. Narain says the centre’s objection to the
report, authored by RA Mashelkar, head of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), was that it again
emphasised controls on tailpipe emissions rather than fuel
quality and type. “We have to specify the fuel and the technol-
ogy to make a difference,” she argued. Mashelkar says
nowhere in the world is a single fuel prescribed, and supports
free choice of engine and fuel types as long as users conform
to existing pollution control standards. (ips)

up through trade and ai
ISLAMABAD - Trade appears to be Pakistan’s strategy to woo
the new interim government in Afghanistan, which is dominated
by Northern Alliance officials believed to be hostile to
Islamabad because of its past support to the Taleban. As
Pakistan explores diplomatic ways to befriend the new Afghan
rulers, it is also concerned with getting a piece of the recon-
struction of Afghanistan and has announced major incentives
for its businessmen. On 7 January, Islamabad announced it
would re-open its embassy in the Afghan capital Kabul, closed
in October due to “security concerns”, and a consulate in the
eastern city of Jalalabad. Abdul Razak Dawood, Pakistan's
trade minister who made the announcement, added, “Itis likely
Pakistan will open its embassy and consulate within 10 days
could visit Afgl to seek
that have arisen as a result of Afghanistan's reconstruction.”
Islamabad sealed its borders and suspended supplies to
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decade— 19905, halfthe IMFs
financial crises and had to scale back social
expenditures. Poverty, inequality,the potential
forsurifeallincreased substantially.

In the wake of this, development policies
changed. The USA, the IMF, and the World
Bank sarted emphasising globalisation by
stressing trade liberalisation, restrictive macro-
economic policiesand theinstitutional
strengthening of markets—the policy package
called “The Washington Consensus.” Develop-
‘mentloans became “structural adjustment
loans,” intended to help heavily indebred
developing countriesavoid defaultand made
conditional upon countries undertaking reforms
favoured by the Washington Consensus. Aid
fatigue setin and, as the Cold War diminished,
offiial id flows declined. For most developing
countries the tesults were stagnation, widened
cconomicinequality, dimbing unemployment,
and more poor people. Economic modernisation
and poverty reduction suffered. In Africa,per
capita GNP dropped atan average rate of 0.7
percentannually between 1970 and 1995. The
median ratc of growth in developing country
pacipn (GNPbetween 1980and 1998 was

high

Real balanced developent
nd between states
must be the west’s goal.

i exceses (Salman Rushdie hesall
moderate Muslim middlc clss the feudl,
secula el infdels (moderare Muslims,
Chrisiansand Jews); foreign powers who
supporte theircnemic. For some decadcs,
theiractivites were largely limited to their own
countries, bt when Arab governments clamped
down, theycxported viokence westward.

In the long run, something beyond a
military responscisneeded, The westcan learna
lot by studying the policies in the world’s only
two mid-development Muslim states, Tunisia
and Indonesia. Both avoided alling prey o
Islamic fundamentalism, and combined
increasesin secular education with rapid crearion
of manufacturingjobs. They srcssed rural
devclopmentand lsbour-intensive exports, and
! pursued rapid egaliarian developmen.

Butasashorcterm idcology thisisn'c
compellingenough o compecevwith fundamen-
calism, which has caprured atlease two geners-
tions n the Muslim world. Terrorist leadersare
o poorand uncducared,sates that sponsor
tertorismare not the poorest. Sadly,thepolitcs
of crackdown scems theonlyimmediareanswer
hicved s o O e e

lopmentlevel”developing  toviolence. Butifyp
St T Ko st Lin Ao democrades pecen b el dedopment s baanced,delvers benfitf he poor and
1970and 1990, theshare of radein GNP and theshare of i “This might take decades
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(Irma Adelman is professor of economics at University of California,
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on the request of the United States after 11
September. “We have stopped the clearance and all transporta-
tion of food, other consumer goods and equipment imported by
Afghan traders from abroad or Pakistan,” said an official of the
Central Bureau of Revenues that supervises the Afghan
Transit Trade Agreement (ATTA), under which Pakistan gives
duty-free passage to all goods destined for Afghanistan. The
government now seems to have allowed ATTA to work. “The
agreement is still intact and the government will honour it,"” said
Dawood, implying that Afghan traders can again use Pakistan
as their trade route under the 1965 bilateral agreement. While it
kept Afghanistan dependent on Pakistan, this agreement has
been used as means of smuggling high-duty goods into
Pakistan and in earlier years, to bring in goods liable to strin-
gent import licensing and foreign exchange restrictions. “These
banned items covered 85 percent of the ATTA,” said an official
of the commerce ministry. “But with the military government's
focus on steps to eradicate smuggling and deployment of
regular army on all regular and irregular routes, we hope that
smuggling will be curtailed.” Senior World Bank economist Dr
Zareen Naqui says Pakistan-Afghanistan trade stood at $2.5
billion dollars in 1996/97—but most of it was through smuggling.

The massive reconstruction effort will cost more than $15
billion dollars over the next 10 years, to which Pakistan has
committed $100 million. In addition to allowing Pakistani busi-
nessmen to trade with their Afghan counterparts in Pakistani
Rupee, the government also plans to create a revolving fund
for suppliers’ credit to facilitate exports to Afghanistan. But
some businessmen and traders want more. “We want total
elimination of the list of banned exportable items. The devas-
tated Afghanistan needs everything, from needles to heavy
machinery. | don't understand why the government has allowed
export of some items while banned others under the presump-
tion that they would be smuggled back into Pakistan. This will
only restrict our ability to trade,” said Ghulam Sarwar
Mohmand, an industrialist from the North West Frontier Prov-
ince bordering Afghanistan. (ps)

M ISHAQ NADIRI

he term “failed state” is

frequently applicd to

Afghanistan and i often
deemed the reason terrorists
gained such influence there. But
a country doesn’t fail of its own
volition, nor s it weakened by
unknown causes—there are
definite, identifiable reasons for
failure that must be addressed if
Afghanistan s to be revived.

“Twenty years ofinvasion,
civil war, and drought have
ruined the country's insticu-
tions. Millions huddle in
refugee camps orare displaced
from their homes, and millions
are sick and poor, livingat
starvation levels. Landmines
defile the countryside. Rebuild-
ing Afghanistan’s cconomy will
also require a reinvention ofits
political and cultural insticu-
tions. But such massive cfforcs
will il f Afghanistan’s neigh-
bours intervenc in ways that
promote economic upheaval all
over again. Thisis no place for
cheap, quick fixes. The anti-
terror coalition cannot bail out
fastas the west did when it
abandoned Afghanistan after the
Soviet withdrawal ten years ago.
Doing this could mean renewed
chaos and violence, this time in
amore destabilised region, as
Pakistan’s current problems
demonstrate.

There are three immediate
concerns, the most important
being feeding Afghans within
the country and in refugee
camps outside Afghanistan.
Humanicarian aid is being
delivered, buta distribution
system safe from the predatori-
ness of Afghanistan’s warlords
must be built—they have
already been given too biga say
in distributing aid, and they
maust be stripped of this power.
The second i relocating Afghan
refugees now living in Pakistan
and Tran, as well as those

displaced within Afghanistan.

There is no room for qulck cheap ﬁxes in Afghamstan.

For ths, the agricultural
cconomy neds to be revived,
providingjobs and food, but the
millions of mines lefc from the
Soviet invasion arc.a massive
impediment. The west has a big
incentive to be generous to
Afghanistan’s ural poor.
Starving farmers, if unassisted,
may recurn to cultivating a
reliable cash crop—the opium
poppy; long a staple of the
warlord economy. Eliminating it
will help farmers and the west as
it tries to curtail heroin use, and
also Afghanistan’sinfant

jonal system will
help Afghanistan’s democratic
politicians gain a powerful lobby
of workers.

Afghanistan poses difficulties
in ion—itis nota

are disarmed and given productive
work. Itis essential to atract
expatriate Afghans with skills and
professional achievements who
can help rebuid he county by

society with a strong policical
centre. Planners should take
advantage of the country's
decentralised nature and
emphasise private sector
participation in reconstruction.
Adecentralised system will
respond berter to local needs
and avoid an over-burcaucratic
publicsecto. Burautonomns
Id be

| firms to provide
employment, Expatriate involve-
mentwillalso likely supporc the
tights of women to participate
fully and legally in cconomic and
political life, as was the case
before 1978.

Finally, donor countrics must
apply the lessons learned in
restoring the war-ravaged former
Vugosaia Grants and planning

d

toassert
its national authority. A
bankrupt warlord cannot buy
weapons or bribe people to
maincain cheir loyalty.

cconomic regi
avoided, as they could play into
the hands of the warlords, and
pooer regions would do badly
in such a system.

investments will be needed if
the economy is to be revived.
Housing, particularly for
returning refugees, will need to
be constructed fast. Kabul,
Mazar, Herat and other cities
need to be rebuilt s cconomic
and cultural centres. Village
housing must be provided on an
enormous scale. Roads, airports
and communications systems
must be revitalised to restore
trade. The educaional system
needs to be rebuilealmost from
scratch, especially outside cities,
and with s0 many women
anxious to feturn to teaching, a

Afghanistan has resources—
there s potential for oil and gas
exploration, and mining iron ore
and precious metals. These
should be explored in a frame-
work of cconomic development
across Central Asia. Afghanistan
mustbe integrated into the
regional pipeline and other
development schemes. Afghans
can contribute in a tangible way
here by reopening the North-
South route connecting the
resource-ich Central Asian
cconomies to densely populated
India and Pakistan,

"This wil be impossible
unless Afghanistan’s young males

must dis and the
consent of Afghanistan’s ncigh-
bouring countries assured. If they
areignored, regional interests
could again incite chaos. An
international conference on
Afghanistan should be called by
the US and held under UN
auspices to afirm Afghanistan’s
territorial integity, and ensure
chat donor commitments mect
the scale of the job and that
promises rc kept. ¢

(Project Syndicatc)

M Ishaq Nadiri participated
in the talks to create
Afghanistan’s interim
government, is professor of
economics at NYU, and an
economic advisor to Hamid
Karzai’s interim
government.
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~ Talktous

(Statement of former Chief Justice Biswa Nath Upadhaya and other prominent people).

It has already been a month since an
‘emergency was imposed in the country under
Article 115, Clause 1 of the constitution. The
Maoists withdrew from the peace process and
started a bloodbath, and three decisions were
taken by government—it imposed an
‘emergency, mobilised the army, and issued the
Terrorism and Disruptive Activities (Prevention
and Control) ordinance.

Besides suspending the fundamental rights
of the people, all the emergency has been
able to do is spread chaos and terror, and o > g
create a vacuSm in the minds of the people. Dang, after the emergency
Nothing else has come out of it. Just because an emergency is in  effect, this does not mean that the
government can do anything it wants. It gives absolute powers to neither the government nor to government
officials. The constitution gives the people certain rights and an emergency cannot just withdraw them. Come
what may, the rights of the people will always be there. They can only be suspended for a limited period of
time. No action can be taken against people without the necessary laws. During an emergency, when some
kinds of powers have to be limited, Article 115, Clause 7 gives the government powers to get certain orders
issued. But no orders have been issued under this clause til date. Given this, it isn't surprising that people
will question whether we need an emergency and what its outcome will be. The government does not seem
interested in framing special orders.

The people were told that the emergency was imposed to control the Maoists and mobilise the army.
However, it wasn't necessary to impose an emergency just to mobilise the army. Why did the government think
it necessary? The people have no clue, and the government does not think it is important to provide answers.
People ask why an all-party meeting was not called to take this decision, why it was necessary to impose an
emergency simply to mobilise the army, why fundamental rights have been suspended and why the civiian
government does not have control over the army. These are some questions that media has been asking.
Earlier, when hundreds of people and policemen were being massacred, the government wanted to mobilise
the army. The army always refused, saying that correct procedure had to be followed. Once the emergency
was imposed, all procedures were completed immediately, and the army was mobilised within no time, which
shows that the emergency was  pre-condition for army deployment

Outside the Valley, the people’s reading of the situation seems to be that civil administration has
become weaker and is relying increasingly on the army. The police have been forced to hand over to the
amy all the reporters they take into custody. The army tself takes into custody people it suspects of being
Maoists or Maoist sympathisers. Instead of handing these people over to the civilian adminisiration, it takes
custody of them, questions them and locks them up. It is one thing to deploy the army, but it is completely
another matter for the army to enforce a miltary regime. The army has been mobilised to tackle the Maoists,
they have to follow the orders of the government, ie, they have to follow civilian law and procedures, they
cannot implement miltary law and order. This must be explained to the people, otherwise after the emer-
gency has been withdrawn, there will be legal problems. We demand that the government explain all this to
the people, immediately and in full detail.

At the same time that the emergency was imposed, another ordinance to control the Maoists was also put
in force. Artcle 115, Clause 7 of the constitution clearly provides enough space for the civilian government
to give orders to bring the situation under control. It was unnecessary to implement another ordinance for
this. The government has not bothered to explain. This shows disrespect for the constitution, and will also
trouble the people once the emergency has been withdrawn. This ordinance should be scrapped immediately
and we request the government to immediately implement the provisions provided by the constitution.

There was an ordinance issuied alongside the emergency declaration. Because the constitution gives
government the power to issue special orders, the necessity of legislating through an ordinance is unclear. it
will not only remain a noose on the necks of the peaple after the emergency ends but will also remain as a
permanent inhuman law. That is why we call on his Majesty’s Government to scrap the ordinance immediately
and issue the necessary orders to fight the Maoists using the provisions in the constitution (Article 115, 7).
The government is also said to be preparing to issue other ordinances. In an emergency the government
should be worried about convening parliament, not framing laws through ordinances. The emergency does
not suspend the rights of the MPs or parliament, and any attempt to use the emergency for anything other
than fighting the insurgents will be deemed a misuse of emergency powers. The government must convene
the regular winter session of parliament to ratify the emergency and to make other necessary laws.

The constitution has clearly stated that if necessary, the fundamental rights of the people can be
suspended during an emergency. However, the government must have adequate reasons for taking such a
step. The government is responsible for protecting the lives and property of the people, protecting national
wealth, taking action against unlawful activities and providing good governance. These can be done by using
its powiers and the security forces, but it s not necessary to suspend the fundamental rights of the people. Itis
not right to resirict information flow, even during an emergency. ... We request the government o not do
anything that will weaken or harm demacracy, the polical system, or the people, and do everything that can
be done to remove fear from the minds of the people.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Non supportersof the Panchayat system and the king were tortured, and even killed during the Panchayat
cra,burat east the cases were investigated. They weren't shor ac lindly like now.
~Chitra Bahadur KC, MASAL leader Jana Astha, 16 January

UML: Purify the comrade with gold-water.

i Spacetime Dainik, 13January

outaprocession, vith thousandsof

people participating and protesting

agsimtthe Maoiss. Wever toldhat
he fctthat

openly facethearmy. They know
theywould be decimared ifthey
wried o takethearmy headn, and

from thevill { demandine th

personnel. As her husband sees her
fal. heshoutsout:“Shoot me ool” He
isnotshoand he warches hiswife
breatheher ast.

Itis hard o imagine such things
happening unlessoneisan eyevitness.
Asifthiswere not bad enough, the
government mediacommitedanother
atrocityagainst this poor man by
announcingthefollovingday thata

“terrorist” had been killed in an

encounter. Notonly did the man lose
hiswifc,shewas lso branded a
terrorista day afte she died.

Aftereadingthe daly
govemnment reports, even peoplerwho
donotagree with the policies of he
Maoissfed betyed. Thegovermment
hasbranded the Maoists“terorists”.

thaciswhy t
mines.Atuckofthe Armed Police
was caught n an ambush in

scethis protest o television, and
there was no follow up to thisstory.
Asa tesult, many people came o
heconlusion e

Surkher, and lose
heir lives. Recently,a vehicle of
the disrict polce in Guleriya was
caughtina mine and complecely
destroyed.
ey

whicach
the Maoists.
Afewdayshace,the Defence
Ministy putout the news thatin the
couneafisscachand ey’
operation, thearmy h

y dhase been
increasing use for ambushing the
scurity forces They ralsethacchis
inflcts the masimum damageon the
i miimum dinage o
themselves. Th

sixcavesin Dohlakha rh«(\\cre
used by the terroriss... (There was
o follow up).

A watery grave

Jana Aastha, 9 January

in arcas where vehicles have to
slow down for difficult crossings
and bends, and this way they
inflict maximum damage.

“The Maoistslearn chis re from
the People’s War Group of India
and used mines for the fise timein

Govermmentores e benrresing ATER | 1996 in Dhawangin Rolpa.

manyi Employees of Vater dm

suspicons. Undiland unlessacrime | R di liated increased.
soonccanbe sadiopelluvidie || ’

“‘ﬂ‘j‘*’ ”‘°K°V°"““°“‘:Z‘S"d:('l‘;é ""}’:j:‘,f":f’n ’ randits concemed thatthe use of mines

oacy heorp e Jdbe reduced. Bue | should bebanned. According o the

manywhodo noratallsupporc the
Maoists. Imrre\nnlmnfpmpl:and

depar
they have becn proven complercly
wong—they e iconcred

then
those e are upectedofbeing
Maoiscsympathises.

Dhruba Hari Adhikary a tcacher
atthe Nepal Press Institure, isfed up
with such behaviouron the part o the
government,and saystha the situation
hasnowbecomesuch that they
(journaliss)nolonger compl
st government pres rcleasc.
Minisayof nformatonand

ly

P

cormuptionh ,shocking
heights. This ministry was known
for the rampant misusc o
government vehicles, and this has
actually increased recently.

Bijay Gachhedar, whoisknown
obecorrupt, s Minister for Water
Resources. Laxman Bastola, his PA
(oviginal fom Nepl Tlsin).

I

Ban Landmincs Nepal Campaign,
in 2000 alone, 115 pulimmen, four
Maoists as well asclose t0 90 other
people including 29 children) have
cen caught i mines, Ninety-four

‘have died.

Budhabar,9 January

uscsa Pajero that used
numberplte now turned red
(private). In h

organisaions o bl ncws tht

, Manoj
Biowasafourth gadeoferin

L L]
Girija Prasad Koirala

problems. He had asked the head of
the Nepali Congress publicity and

mnm| n((hc :u-mzd
dd

PR department, Narahari Acharya,
Janation. The

for

heopposc othemork ndlvlof
‘motivation of the Maoist forces. The
govemmentonaegilrbuss sics
statements in |

p:rsanal PAtoth and he xplanation K d ded was
oo usesa Pajero thatcarier hada against the decision taken carlcrat
white late but has now been ameeting of the Congress Central

converted intoa red number pate.
Similary, N PAwothe

“The Defence Minisry forgers e
cmergency has been imposed in this
country preciscly duc to such
wisting of facts.

Aftethe emergency was putin
place, public mectings have stopped
- Becauseof theemergency,
theruling NepliCongress s

deputy minister, also uses a Pajero
hanecd

Working Committce, which
Koirala himself chaired.
Koiralaasked Acharya fhe had

that the monarch’s
Ith should be made public and if

from white to red. Meanwhile, still

another wothe

ministry salways scen parked in

frontofthe minister'spersonal ofice.
Souraesa thatafer Gachhedar

bec«mc mlms:el 22 Zi\ch\dcs of

amendments o the consitution
should be taken to the public. He:
furtherasked Acharya i this was not
contrary o the party’s philosophy

Ilits programs

d publi Number dhis would have on the Nepali
pamcs,mmelymeUMLmdmmL from wh droavoid detectionas | Congress. The party asked Acharya

th acyhave | iftomorrow will notcome. Al hisis plain the ch .
alledofflltheir pmgr.\ms Th:s is taking place when the counuysina

i this period.
‘The governmentis doing
cverythingitcan o demoralisethe
Maoiss. I thi respect i sometimes
putsoutconflicinginformation. A
coupleofdays ago, the Defence
Ministry put outa recase which
chimed that more than 500 villagers
inavillagein Rolpa ook outa
processon against theatrocites
committed by the errorist. But,

Maoist mines
Budhabar,9 January

‘The Maoists had laid a land mine for
thearmy in Khara Villge Develop-
ment Committe in Rukum disict.
Instead, four innocent people lost
their lvesin thatambush, and a ifth
wasseriously injured. In Kalika VDC
: Moo bidanod

g in h: ibmitted his six-page-
Village Development C h mine for th y. Instead of the I On theissue
dto have ak e ambulanceofthe Acharya
placein peopleare hvingahardtime | locil Red Cros ran veri, and s explainstharwhit he eid in public
believingt . Theambul idelines setby the
ple may was going from Guleriya o Bh | ceini
ago the Defence Ministry pucouta Anchal Zonal Hospitalin Nepalgunj. | Juncand thatthis would notaffect
; bt thearinad Jy the Maoist“class war,” had the party inany way. He caims that
had caprureda | FMaoist hingagai 1 all he said was definitely within the
aLuwm:md,\mudthcirwmp(m\, sickpeople. parameterssecby dmpmy
Nepal Tel i Meanwhile, the [ harya’
renind Koyt hre el

Ononcoftheaparcig gunswassiuck
beof Prachanda

has said that thrceaarmy personncl
ledand 24 other i

Even Hima/ Khabapracaried hi
information and  picrurcof hegun.

mine laid outby the Maosts near
Salang Kholan Chandishan,

been imes when NCmembershave
spoken their minds—evenifwhat
they were sying was compleely

show that

Nepal Telvisinisdoingalliccanto | Lamjung, Afe th of o partypolicy.
the Maoists hav y y

victories,and all the country's s ingthearmy with said was within the guidelines set by

business insticutions are mines. Thirteen army personnel the party, th doask

wholcheartedlyin supporcof he
emergency.Inthe same vein, the
government rcentlyissued arelcase
sutingharthe peopleof Surkhet vere
edupwihche Vavissand

taken

have died because of such
ambushes, owo in Pyuthan, three in
Gorkha, three n Banke, twoin
Myagdi and three in Lamjung
T have not been able

him foran explanation. (Apparently

Koiraladid not ke what he read

and lastweck he asked Acharya to

resign from his postas head of the
Coubiciy depar

NEPALITE

URE

he thing about writing is, you have
Tm be alone while doing it. Of

course, you needn't be seques-
tered in a quiet hillside resort with
nothing to distract you save for a view
of the himals, but you need to be by
yourself. More or less. You might be on
a packed bus when a poem strikes, but
you must turn away from your chatty
seatmate in order to jot it down before it
is lost, forever, to the rush of time.

This January, nine writers started
off on Nepal's first ever residential
writing refreat at the High View Resort
in Dhulikhel, where they have nothing to
distract them save for a view of the
himals. They are acting as guinea pigs,
in a way, testing out Martin Chautari's
hypothesis that residential retreats such
as this—lasting four to six weeks—wil
significantly enrich the writing of
manuscriptsin Nepal.

Allindications are positive so far.
When | went to visit the writers (to make
sure that they weren't cursing Martin
Chautari for marooning them in a place
where there was nothing to do but
write), | found them lounging in the sun
with books, sitting at computers,
stooped over notebooks, scribbling to
their heart's content, or staring into
space in anticipation of inspiration.
They were doing exactly what the
organisers envisioned them doing.
And they were enjoying it.

Crisped by the winter sun, writer

&

bl o8
The view: from Dhulikhel

Khagendra Sangraula bragged of having
finished a play, and having started a new
book that began as a novel, but tumed
into non-fiction. Writer Bhuvan Dhungana
was hammering a recalcitrant novel into
shape, and putting together a collection of
short stories. Language activist
Bhupadhwaj Thomros Rai was finishing
up a Kulung dictionary, and starting to
transcribe interviews of members of the
Kulung Rai community. Critic Ramesh
Bhattarai had put Greece behind him, and
was moving onto other countries in his
tome on European literature. Engineer
Yogesh Raj had launched on a meditative,
introspective work that left everyone
reeling with its philosophical scope.
Journalist Sangeeta Lama was seeking

the proper narrative structure for a book
on the first all-Nepali women's ascent of
Everest. Linguist Amrit Yonzon was busy
compiling Tamang-language writings from
the 1950's onward. Writer Krishna Raj
Chaudhary (whose pen name is
Sarvahari) was working on a novel set in
Dang, among the bonded labourers of the
far-west. And Jovan llic, originally from
Yugoslavia but presently hailing from
Hetauda, was working on a novel on
identity issues in Yugoslavia and Nepal.
He was also wondering, secretly, how to
survive the monotony of two meals of
daal-bhaat a day.

The writers converge four times a
day—for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and for
tea, but other than this, they are left on

A SMALL, GOOD THING:

Nepal’s first ever residential writing retreat

their own. Some take morning walks,
others sleep in; some work in the sun,
others huddle indoors, under blankets;
some steal over to Dhulikhel bazaar to
buy local liquor, others observe strict
abstinence on the matter of alcohol.
There is plenty of time to play, if they
wish, but most of the time they write,
and when they are sick of that, they
read. During mealtimes they consult
each other about problems in their
work, and swap suggestions, exam-
ples, anecdotes, and jokes.

When | was there | asked the group:
did they think that this kind of residential
retreat was helpful? (This is, after all, the
first such retreat in Nepal: perhaps
everyone was dying to get done with it
already). But there were nods all around.

‘As soon as | saw the announcement, |
wanted to go," Ramesh Bhattarai said.
The last time he'd had so much uninter-
rupted time to work was when he spent
time in jail as a democracy activist, he
said. “There was the same set schedule,
the same focused atmosphere, and all the
meals were taken care of.” | took this as a
positive comment about the retreat, which
is how he meant t, he assured me.

I left the retreat site pleased for the
organisers' sake—and also pleased that
the Japan Foundation Asia Center had
agreed to fund the program. There are
several organisations in Nepal that hand
out cash fellowships to writers and
journalists; but writing isn't just about

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

money (or being able to afford the time to
write), it's also about having the right
kind of environment for in-depth re-
search, sustained reflection, and an
exploration of craft or technique. Many
writers who have taken cash fellow-
ships have been too strapped by our
society's habitual turmoil and hectic
social commitments to get any writing
done; some have had to return the
money, while others have defaulted on
work. Particularly when launching on a
book-length work, it is crucial to have
long stretches of time to work. A
husband demanding his dinner, ora
ringing telephone, wailing baby, intrusive
relative (the list can go on and on) can
put a swift end to any chance of
completing amanuscript.

Itis interesting to note that the idea.
of residential retreats has been in the air,
these past few years. Every now and
then, one hears that government funds
have been allocated to such centres, or
are going to be allocated soon. There is
talk of a retreat site for writers and
artists in Banepa, or in Pokhara, or on
remote hills. Kathmandu's mayor Keshav
Sthapit has apparently been championing
such ideas for years. This is all very
good to hear. May all such projects
flourish. And may many funders—
including Nepali businesses—shower
their resources on such efforts. The
creative life of all Nepal will benefit from
such small, good things. ¢

by RAJENDRA KHADKA

Oneofthe diny secretssup- adviceof he French philosopher
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incidentsof wifeabuseand d toagree that

Diaspora in dilemma

ssomeofour Nepalicxiles
A livingabroad in western
nations egin toaccumulate
waalth,status, enown (and an cile's
angst), they appear o be haunted by
chatold Nepalisong,  Pharka he

Foreign Resident Nepalis (FoReN) see only dirt, dust,
decay, decrepitude, demagogic democracy, garbage, and
graft the moment they clear customs. Maybe they should
continue to wallow in the wealth of their adopted west.

violence, cspeciallyamong Asan

cerain ypesof csiles should not
et Theseare the oneswhoexpect

immigrant communicics. Even before
dot.coms nose-dived. the newl

hired immigrant was often the firstto
belaid off. During boom times, he
comsoldimsdfuith humorous

wolivea totaly western lifesylei
fuwxmodern Kathmandu. Foreign

Resident Nepalis (FoReN) on vacation
are quick to point out thedir, dust,
d d itude, de i

dichéssuchas
andriches g

utif the ragsclung

democracy, gurbage, and graff, among
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Nepali mother who had two daughters

“This secret mantra, is that wh:n

go—backhome! Ustally aft('mlong

suitable boy/girl.
Ifyouarea FoReN witha college
degeevithsilsand alens you'd

nightof drinki the number ofjobs on
White boys, however, kay. She rets, i liche er back home. T have lived in Nepal
admitted her racism but said she was suddenly burst forth in swift, forover two years now, and short of

unable o be lberal”abouric.

And then there s the Lady of the
Castle. Educated, ambitous women
quicklydiscovertharwhen abroad, and
in theabsence o the dictatesof saas-
sasura, ctal, they are suddenly free
1o pursue their own version of “lfc,
liberty and happiness” unless of
course the Lord of the Castle says
no. Alas, cven today, for many

ordribbleout

ke boiling, liquid orcing
itselfout from the cracksn the pot's
cover,suchas: “Iriswonderful o live
abroad when young, brother, butonce
you getold even your hildren will
forgeryou. Thenitis hell.”

Bucto recurn home, dogsone have
o wait until

todo. Even ifyouspent your years
abroad hacking hog arcassesand
eviscerating chickens, they'd beafter
youasa technicaladvisor, since
mechanical hygienic shughterhouses
arebeing planned. So,rally, you
need notwait for death in western
mfort, Afterall,

doddering, blabb ld fool? Does

educated, “broad-minded men” itis
diffcult o accept that their wives
want to become: s, and,

returns home when oneisin one’s

(god forbid) may begin carning
more than they do.

prime?
home, butifa return isinevitable,

then it may be better to follow the

jungale chhek daina.” %

(Rajendra Khadka is the editor
(f]'m\'el]eh Tales Nepal

pul in San Francisco in
1997. He lives in Kathmandu.)
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TOWN

ES
Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EVENTS
< St Augustine's Alumni Association of Nepal Lunch get-together at Hotel Nirvana
Garden, Thamel. Rs 200 for singles, Rs 350 for couples, Rs 550 for couple with two chil-
dren under 12. 26 January, 12 noon onwards. 439232

< Guitar workshop by two classical guitarists. Hotel Yak & Yeti, 27 January, 10.30AM-
12.30PM. Rs 250 per head. 248999

% Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and Buddhist
gods Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400.
Nepali folk tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, hotel restaurant. Hotel
Vajra, 271545

4 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays
and Tuesdays 4.30PM-6.30PM, 241163. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30PM-
8PM, Saturdays 1.30PM. 434024, 434830

< Beetle Mania, tribute to George Harrison: Poolside party
with live band, DJ. Come in a Beetle, pay Rs 2,222 for as
many as will fit in the car. Rs 450 per person head with drink
and snack. Free tickets with The Himalayan Times quiz. Hotel |
de I'Annapurna, 25 January, 3PM onwards. 221711

Music

% Classical guitar for world peace Renowned guitarists
from Thailand, Germany, Japan and Nepal. Hotel Yak & Yeti,
26 and 27 January, 4PM. Rs 400 per day, Rs 700 whole festival. Classical Guitar Society of
Nepal and Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

+ Coffee and live music with Dinesh and Tilak. Saturdays, Saturday 6.45PM- 9.15PM.
Himalatte Café, Thamel. 262526

% Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant.
414336

EATING OUT

4 International Duck Festival Lunch and dinner duck recipes from around the world using
imported duck. Sunrise Café, Hotel Yak & Yeti, until 31 January. 248999

< Winter Specials Hot mulled wine, ratatouille-filled pancakes, Chicken hoisin. Kilroy's of
Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

4 Winter drinks Khukuri cocktails at the Juneli Bar, Hotel de I'Annapuma. 221711

<+ Mamma Mia Pizzas with special toppings, special pasta menu and complimentary Coke
with every order. 15 percent discount for Standard Charlered Bank credit card holders.
Complimentary shuttle from Pokhara lakeside
four times daily. Shangri-La Village, Pokhara.
061-22122

% Ceremonial cuisine Six to 20 course
dinners from $19, four-course lunches $13.
Krishnarpan Restaurant, Dwarika's Hotel.
479488

4 Combo Meals with burgers, salads, fries,
coke, pastry, all Rs 350. 3PM-6PM, The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel. 411818

< Children's Saturday Games, prizes and food every Saturday, 12 noon onwards. Bakery
Café Baneswor and Teku.

+ Rox Restaurant and Bar Traditional European cuisine from woodfired oven in show
kitchen. Live music, cocktails and snacks at the Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234
% Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

< Tukche Thakali Kitchen Buckwheat, barley, bean, and dried meat specialties. Also
brunch with porridge and pancakes, all raw material from Tukche village. Darbar Marg.
225890

< Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children.
Saturdays and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675

GETAWAYS

+ Escape to Nagarkot Special packages for Nepalis and expats at the The Tea House Inn.
Singles Rs 800 B&B, couples Rs 1,200 B&B. 410432, 680048

4 Fresh air and tranquillity in Kathmandu Valley Stay at Triple A Organic Farm Guest-
house in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Rs. 1,500 per person per night, all-inclusive. Email
aaa@wlink.com.np. 631766

4+ Thank Goodness it's Friday! Dwarika's TGIF overnight package including Friday check-
in, sekuwa dinner, Saturday brunch, massage. $125 net per couple. 479488

< Pokhara Retreat Through January 2002 stay two nights, get one night free. Package
with or without airfare to Pokhara and return. Complementary shuttle to Lakeside, free use
of pool table and fitness centre. Shangri-La Village, Pokhara. 435741/42

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalfimes com

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL
Better late than never. Although it came too late to be of
any use to the winter wheat, the rains were welcome.
The northwesterly front as we see in this satellite
picture is still hugging the Himalaya and may bring some

more isolated showers. But most of the precipitation
| had dissipated by the time this cloud formation
travelled all the way from the Mediterranean. The
snow has come down to 3,500 m and all high passes
are covered up. With the haze cleared, the days will
be sunnier with a rise in daytime temperature after the
thick morning fog clears.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

1807 21-04 2103 2203
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Yak Yeti Yak is on holiday and will return next week.
OKWOR

Reading Subaltern Studies: Critical history, Contested Meaning, and the Globalisation
of South Asia David Ludden, ed
F Permanent Black, Delhi, 2001

Rs1,112
. “Themostimporantand influencial changein South Asia,cpecilly Idian histriography in
recent about by the Subalt This volume of eiiues
and “readings” of that project i thefirst comprehensive historical w©

and the worldswide debates it has generated among hiscorians, polincﬂ| scientistsand sociologjsts.

Civilizations Felipe Ferndndez-Armesto

Pan Macmillan, London, 2001

Rs700

“This vl i he maridime civil fthe Dol the Dawada
peopleofthe Saharaand, in focusing on cultures other than those of Imperial Rome, Enlighten-
ment Pars or Renaissance France, gives new insights into how humanity survives. It concludes
that socicties can be judged on how civilised they are, but only by investigating their interaction
with their own environment.

People, Policies, and Plans: Foreign Aid and Health Development Judith Justice

Mmdm Publications/ University of California Press, Kathmandu Berkeley, 1986

Ar\tv\lo\v pricd dion ofaclsicworkof medil anthropology. Througharich chnographi

account, Justi I ding local cultural h carein

Nepal and alothebarier 0 th useof thiinformationa theplaning level. She s}\o\w how
work together h che cultural

symmwf.mrgupopulmon
iy, Religion and Cultural
“Tanika Sarkar
Permanent Black, Delhi, 2001
Rs920
Sarkar xplores th Hindu deasand comenons, as exresed ey and socl s
lite voicesand popular culture, that g f
“domesticity, ‘wifcliness, ‘mothering” 1ndlndnas1 IImdun:mon 5hsa|wcx,1mmcshow
carlicr Indian religious traditions of saintliness, h beingsubverted/
ransformed by militane, fundamemﬂm forms of Hinduism.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation: Comm

Vacancy UK Charity in Nepal seeks outgoing,
motivated and self-directed individual, fluent in
English and computer literate, to assist in
promoting the charity's activities among partner
organisations. Applications by e-mail (Word
only to limail.com.

480262, kodari@mos.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant
and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433,
15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort For canyoning, rafting,
trekking at Tibet borders, Professional Develop-
ment Program, Leadership Courses and many
more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Reflexology Technique of applying pressure to
the feet, reduces stress, promotes relaxation and
good health. buddhasfeet@yahoo.com.

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at N
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant
and terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas. 7
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from  «
clay oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays, *
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events &
on full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262. :

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
“highest’, “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

Kodari Eco Resort Peace in natural surround-
ings, good views of Nepal/ Tibet border, jungle-
covered mountains, Buddhist monasteries,
ancient Shiva cave. Hike to villages with various
ethnic groups, vantage points to Himalayas.
Comfortable accommodation, attached bath,
balcony or terraces, good food, friendly service.

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced or
repaired by HVB's Professional Mechanics at the
HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and
parts available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/
hired. New and reconditioned mountain bikes for
sale. Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

Mon-Fri 0615-0645
Sat 0615-0645
Sun 0615-0645
Daily 2045-2115
Daily 2245-2300

BBC World Today

BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Auteit &av
BBC Rutelt &av

Radio Sagarmatha
P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Antipodean avant-garde

Australian cinema is offbeat and
exciting, among the best in the world.
This Australia Day, Kathmanduites
can get more than a taste of it

DIANE SUMMERS

ollywood has got a fresh
creative wind in recent
years. Acchimed dirccors
such as Baz Luhrman (Moulin
Rouge, Romeo and Julict), Jane
Campion (The Piano), George
Miller (Babe, Mad Max), Peter
Wieir (Picnic at Hanging Rock),
Bruce Beresford (Witness, The
Untouchables), and internation-
ally renowned actors such as
Russell Crowe, Nicole Kidman,
Cate Blanche, Toni Collete,
Heath Ledger, Geoffrey Rush and
Mel Gibson have shaken up
Hollywood’s standard fare of sex,
violence and litcerati.

What many movie goers do
not know s that these directors
and stars are cither born and bred
Australians or, like Russell Crowe
and Jane Campion, New Zealand-
crs drawn to Australia’s fine
actingand film schools. Every one
of them launched their carcers in
Australia’s flourishing independ-
encfilmindustry.

In celebration of Australia
Day, the Australian Embassy in
Kathmandu is hosting a fescival of
contemporary Australian films
from 25-28 January 2002 at the
Russian Cultural Centre, The
features and short films were
sclected from a package prepared
by the Australian Film Commis-
sion called The Embassy
Roadshow. The Roadshow aims
o providean insight into

tics, society and culture,
Films have been a success
story for Australia in recent years.
Afierall,chis counry of only 21
million people has managed to
provide the acting and dircctorial
space for so many original talents
who went on to international
success. This did not come out of
the blue. A liccle known fact is
thatin the first decade of the 21
century Australia was the world's
most prodigious film producing
councry. The advent of more
expensive sound technology in
1927 and the Depression
the 1930s killed the Austra

film industry. It lay slumbering
untilthe 1970, when the
government established the
Australian Film Commission and
provided tax incentives for film
investors. Ina councry where
there are no film majors, the
Australian Film Commission has
provided vital assistance to the
film industry by the way of
financial help and the cstablish-
ment of the prestigious Australian
Film and Television School.

“The festival kicks off with
Children of the Revolution, an
avant-garde film abou the
communist movement in Aus-
ralia. Communism was widely
popularin the 19505 when many
Australians believed it was the
political path to combating social
ills. The film follows the ficti-
tious life of Joan Frascr, a young
spirited woman, who dreame of
nothing but a worker's revolu-
tion. Her stream of letters to her
idol, Joseph Stalin, do not go
unnoticed and after a bricf affar,
Joan rerurns to Australia carrying,
his child.

“Young Joc”, as the child is
called, is Joan's hope for the
fture of Australia and worker's
liberation. Ever the domincering
and controlling mother, Joan
stage crafts young Joc's life,
taking him along to the political
demonstrations of the day and
riding high on his arrests and
periodic imprisonment, But
children have wills of their own,
and when Young Joc takes
another pach, Joan can do
nothing, Parallcl with the
disappointments in Joan’s
personal lfe, che communist
movement unravels. The crimes
against humanity perpetrated by
Stalin become known. But Joan
believes blindly in her hero and
denies anywrongdoing by him.
‘The Berlin Wall crumbles and
communism slowly collapses in
Europe. Young Joc has gone over
o the establishment and evolves
cerily intoa replica of his father.
Joan becomes more volarile and
more desperate as her world of
ideals disintegates.

Children of the Revolution
stars Judy Davis, who Woody
Allen calls “probably the greatest
movie actress of her gencration”
and who recently received an AFI
award for best actress for her
portrayal of Judy Garland, Sam
Neill (Jurassic Park) and Acad-
cmy Award winning actor,
Geoffrey Rush (Shine, Elizabeth).

“The Sum of Us, which is to
bescreencd on 26 January, is the
poignant tale of a father and his
son. Harry isa widower and lives
with his 20-something son, Jef.
Both have something in com-
mon—they are looking for love.
Harry scarches for  lfe partner
through a computer-dating
agency. Jeff searches for the love
of hislfe in the gay pubs of

Sydney. Inan endearing display of

fatherly love and understanding,
Harry accepts his son’s sexual-
ity—to the point of being
meddlesomein his son’s love
affairs. With the backdrop of the
famous Gay Mardi Grasin
Sydney, Jefffallin love. Harry
100, but with a woman who docs
not share his qualties of toler-
anceand understanding,

n one of hs firse movies,
Russell Crowe displays an
impressive thespian range in his
portrayal of the casy going, warm-
hearted Jeffwho faces tragedy
witha strength and selflessness
thatis the core of his being.
Veteran Australian actor, Jack
“Thompson, conveys the loncli-
ness that lies beneath the surface
of Harry's encrgy and oprimism.
“This fine Australian film depices
the gay culture of Sydney with
sensitivity and claity, and shows
us that the acceptance of
homosexuality is simply an act of
love.

Other films to be screened
include comedy shorts Oops,
Hoppin’ Mad and Mozzic. Other
fearures include Yolngu Boy,
Looking for Alibrandi and My
Morher Frank.

Nepali Times#78 will carry
the full screening schedule and
synopses of all ilms. Screenings
will be at the Russian Culrural

HAPPENINGS

AMONG mEEUDEmS: King Gyanendraat the historic Samyak Mahadan

Pujaat Swoyambhu on Monday, 14 January.

SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW:

brought an unusual rainb ippil

January,

Centre, 25-28 January. Tickets,
Rs 50 per screening, are available
at the Australian Embassy in
Bansbari (371678) and the
Radisson Hotel (411818). All
proceds from ticket sales will be
donated to alocal charity.
Children under the age of 18 will
not be admitced.

o

LAND ROVER BURNING: Unidentificd arsonists torched a Land Rover
beingused by the CDO of Ramechhap in Kupondoleon Tuesday, 15 Janary.

Anmol Sweets
et Mamkaan - Fast Fonk
e
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Kleptos Anonymous

shower cap, he just must have . They are useful: he
wears them under his motorcycle helmet when i ains,
and to protect himselffrom draft on cold nighs. Till
the time of going to press he had several hundred
shower caps from various hotelsaround the world.
Sincewearcall in confessional mood here, letme
also say that I, oo, have had these urges from time to
time when at the end of a hearty meal in  restauranc
can seldom suppress the urge to pocket five tooth-
picks—one to excavate the nooks and crannicsin the
molarsright there and then, and four others for future
reference. And Qutips, Just can’tresst Q-tips—never
knowwhen one may find oneselfin a traffic jamat the

Bagmati Bridge on onc’s way to one’sorifice when one

owhosoever stole my mountain bike (cight-specd

Hero with Kevlar handlebarand Shimano XTR

M10,hifers) hast weck, I would ke through
this regular weekly column o make it lear in no
uncertain terms chat sealing is wrong, It s sin. Ifyou
steal, you go to hell. You go straight o hell, and you
can't collecta hundred dollarsif you pass “Go”. To
stealisto break the Seventh Commandment (oris i
thesixch?) which says: “Thou Shalt Not Steal Thy
Neighbour's Wife.” Give her backat once.

Considering the ongoing cpidemic of thefand
plunder throughou the land, the bicycle thicfwho
d

canuse

inner ear. Such bliss.
Aca recent meetingof the Kathmandu chaper of

" i il

s o st lazily insid

astounding confession that they havea softspot for
shower and body gels, conditionersand body lotions
from hotel bathrooms. Thatswhen , oo, was forced
toadmit that | have on mote than one occassion been
tempted to cartoffa cable-ready Sony 27 Flaron
from the Hat Yai Hyatt, Nice machine. Only the fear
of having to pay excess baggage and lp a couple of b
ones to the customary oficals at Tribhuvan Interna-

perpetrared the if- y have though
everyoneis doingit, so why can’t 2 Good point. Hard
toargueaginstsuch absolutely convincing logic:they
areall eating horse manure, so Il lso cat horse
manure. Makes perfecesens.

Tcan understand his predicament, Some of us just
can'thelpit,so let e whos without sin cast the first
stone. For example,a certain close reative who lives in
“Teku berween Ghanashyam Ghee Bhandarand the
Veterinarian Hospital who shall emain nameless for
the duration of this column, is an avid shower cap
collector. He cannor stop himselfwhen he seesa hotel

tional A i me from liftng it Butonly
barcly. The realreason | did not stealsid Sony was
because it didn’t fitin my pocket.

Some of the other participants t the klepto
meeting were high government officials. Oneadritted
that he had not returnd his office Pajero cven aftcr he
wassacked for faking his MA certificate from
Darbhanga University, but that he might kecp the car
fora fewweeks more because he had to go down to
Hetauda for his brother-in-law’s wedding, I wanted to
tell him he should take  bicycle, but that would mean
stcaling i from someonc. 4

NEPAL| SOCIE

Kalu Rann's frogs and geckos

tfirst glance, it is hard to
A\magme Kalu Ram Rai

getting cosy with cold-
blooded frogs and geckos. But
this Tribhuvan University
lecturer of zoology has spent
17 years teaching and adding to
Nepal's herpetofauna by
introducing new species of
frogs, lizards, and even a turtle.
And soon, he is going to realise
his life long dream of receiving

the first-ever PhD on the

subject from TU.

For the last two years Rai
has spent a lot of time in
different parts of east Nepal
collecting samples for his
dissertation, the impressive
sounding “Environmental Impact,
Systematics and Distribution of
Herpetofauna in East Nepal".
For this soft-spoken man with
repitilian tastes, it is something
of a race against time. “Identify-
ing and recording these species

is important, because their
natural habitat is being de-
stroyed on such a massive
scale, that they might just
disappear even before we know
they exist," he says.

In the course of his re-
search, Rai recorded three new
species of amphibians and two
new reptile species—the foot-
long Gekko gecko, a rare
species of lizard locally known
as Tok Tokeh. The earthworm-
like Ichthyophis, a limbless
amphibian, was also recorded
for the first time in Nepal by Rai,
along with several others
species of frogs, such as the
Sphaerotheca rolandae, the
Kaloula taprobanica, and even
a flying frog—Rhacophorus
maximus (see pic). Raf's turtle
goes by the zoological name of
Cyclemys oldhami.

Born in Chumlung Village
Development Committee of
Khotang district, Rai was
educated in a simple village
school. As a child, he dreamt of
becoming a medical doctor, but

fate had something slimier in
store for him. Rai, who is soon
off the Munich University in
Germany to do more work on his
findings, doesn't mind. He
because the more such profes-
sionals Nepal has, the better.

We profiled another
herpetologist, Karan B Shah in
October (*Karan's wild side,"
#57). It turns out Shah and Rai,
though competing with each
other to become to the first PhD
in herpetology from TU, are fast
friends, “We share our informa-
tion whenever we need it, but
this time | might end up frst, as
Shah registered for the PhD
later than | did.”

Rai's discoveries are not all
purely zoological either. Travel-
ling around, he discovered that
many communities in the high
hills of eastern Nepal eat some
species of frogs, like the Man
Paha. “People in the hills use it
as food because they have
limited access to a nutritious diet.
Ittastes a bit like chicken.” A new
Nepali export? ¢
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