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UNDER MY HAT

Waitching Boywo’rch

SWC also rises

A new draftbill that the government says
it needs to coordinate grants to non-
governmental organisations is raising
fears of Panchayat-style controls on
Nepal's civil society. The Social Welfare
Council (SWC) wants all NGOs in Nepal to
operate under one umbrella so it is easier
to keep track of who is doing what. “This
willincrease transparency, make NGOs.
more accountable and effective,” says the
SWC's Tika Pokhrel. But activists and
foreign charities in Nepal are not so sure.
In fact, they say, the bill reminds them of
the SWC's predecessor, the Social
National Services Coordination Council
which had a reputation for rent-seeking
and gratt. “This is a dangerous power-
grab,” one INGO representative based in
Nepal told us. “Making the SWC a one-
stop shop will centralise corruption, it will
be a place where officials will demand a
cut from all the charity money coming
into Nepal."

The bill came up in the prelims on
Tuesday for the Nepal Development
Forum meeting where activist and First
Lady Arzu Rana Deuba said the SWC had
outlived its usefulness. “There is a need
for some kind of regulatory body, but the
SWCis notit," she said.

SWC officials, for their part, say they
need to be able to monitor money
coming into the country so itis not
channeled to the Maoists, and also to
curb the proliferation of fly-by-night
NGOs.

Khumbu ho

Despite the emergenc y, trekking and
Nepal’s sagging tourism.

mountaineering may I
RAMYATA LIMBU INLUKLA

Lukla is a two day walk from Salleri and
h, here of a tourism revival

here. Political instability, the royal

massacre, 11 September, India-Pakistan
tension, and the Maoistinsurgency hurt
Nepal's tourism very badly last year. So how
come the number nf(mkker\ visiting the
Khumbu was notaffected much in zom
compared to the previous year?

‘The only explanation is: Mt Everest. Itis

following the renovation of Luklaairporcaca
costof Rs 130 million. Lukla’s famous
inclined runvay is now a moder asphale
sttp. No more parking problems for
aircraft, and the hair-raising landings
aresmoother.
Burtheemergency has pura dampencron
things. Then there wsa caren i Jauary

stll Nepal's main drave wirc,and
tourissappes s ook by seurty Maoist propaganda leraue werefound na
types ofourist.Justover paficr an explosion.

25,000 trekkers and mountaineers came to
Namche Bazar in 2000, while last year the
numbers dropped sightlyt0 22,000,
Khumbuisaone-indusry area,and everyone
heme kool o "

noarmy presence in Luklaand
usta small police contingent for the
passenger security checks.

Luklaairporc’s station-in-charge,
Passang el hasasked for

dip s expected, but the 2001 figures give them
hope thatthings will ot be o bad.
“They'restillcoming to'sce Me Everest,”
saysJangbu Sherpa of Namche's Café Danfe
whichiscalled “che world's highest bar”.
Despiteaquict newyearowing toadawn o
diskarfevin Namcheandthe e of

additional sccurity from the Civil Aviation
Authority in Kathmandu. “We haven't had a
response so far,” he said. When asked why, a
CAA official in Kathmand told us the army
wasoverstretched guarding five other
airports and it was unlikely that soldiers
could be spared for Lukla.

2 alking up the trail
from Lukla. They gather foran carly drink and
a mund of pool athe La!e L)anf: and | Ix:ad off

Lukla citizen:
have gotogether on theirown to maintain
sccurity and protect the tourism industry. They
e sam et el ool keem a chedk

palnews.

Q. Do you believe the Nepali media’s coverage of
the current counter-insurgency operation?

Total votes: 665

barracksoverlooking Namche'sampitheatre

new facesin town. “It’s the best we can do,”

i for spring..

begin their patrols. says Lukla VDC chairman, Funuru Sherpa. nervous. Itis the CAA’s reported plan to tionof the newly-  mm—
Theebulofacerwhofompeies  Theismbdy TomKabmanduandafer i SgbucesipahoeNamche  bilvspporg  EGRONAl - 52
wasa curfew and ventured outat dawn to theattack on Saller, the two d li and make it capable of takingshort-takeoff: wallalong the Hoping for hope...

carch the sun risc over Me Exerest when an
aleresentry at the barracks accosted them
with a semi-automatic. But, by and large,

whowere here were ithdravwn to thearmy
barracks in Namche. The policemen arc
nowback, but they have't been able o

landingaircrafr. “Ifthat happens, we're
ruined,” saysa Lukla hotdl owneraboutthe
businesharvill ypas Lkl s rkkersand

northern edge of the runway which already
looks fragile and may not survive the
next monsoon,

thecounter.insurgency varscms obe insill muck Lukla Iy to Namche. y head, Lkl local
happeningfar away from h p to four flights that comein lhcdccmonLobmdbymgbod\c.\ppmu: repeat heir 1997 sicins on the runviay to
beauifulcencry of these mounais. every day, ferrying mai ;Japmmmkkm, entoutism i helicopters i

Th ksacSalleri By the ime behind the Karyolung i mBﬂBahzdurk(‘md}mpmymdm tourists directly to Syangboche. Theairporc
on 26 November that plunged the counrryinto  rdgeline, Luklais quiet, d inLukawh openedformfﬁcon]yaﬁer(hcgovemmsm

ancmergency, and brought thearmy out o
fighttheNMaoss, i henewest ha ch fighing

‘has come.

horclsclosccarly, policemen melrinto ther
sepuaequacerin e tovn. By nextmorming

cxaggeratedinternational news repors thatcited
i "o bl oE M

filurry of activityas Twin Oters
flyin from Kathmandu, the ouriss hire their
rters, and ar Fon(thamch(tml

Everest” may have d d:

himon 16 October
etemony oftheenovatcdaipor.
“B:

fights.
Biceven |fSyangbochedoesopcn,|rmav

thelossof
fceinfoneofll those dignicaris”explined
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No exit for Indosuez?

Credit Agricole is by now so sick of legal tangles in
Nepal, it is getting ready to pack its bags and go.
EIEELLAY, o o oo oc000pcoropoononoassooas
The plot thickens in the divestment saga of Nepal Indosuez as two private
Nepali investor groups battle it out in the courts for shares in one of Nepal's
first foreign joint-venture banks.

But Indosuez's French parent company, Credit Agricole, is so fed up of
the complications that have arisen after a legal challenge from a rival Nepali
business house to its divestment plan that it is getting ready to
pack up its bags and go. “If no decision is taken by 15 Feburary
we may simply leave the country,” one senior Credit Agricole
executive warned Wednesday. “And that will be a very bad day
for Nepal.”

made by a consortium led by Prithvi Bahadur
Pande’, former general manager of Himalayan Bank, when the Chaudhary
Group disc\used earlier this month that it had agreed with Indosuez as far
back as 1998 to buy its stocks. No one knew that a memorandum of under-
standing existed between Binod Chaudhary of the Chaudhary Group and
Indosuez—not even the Nepal Rastra Bank.

After preliminary efforts to litigate in Singapore late October, the

ox

Indosuez was finalising its deal on a formal offer CREDlT AGR'COLE

PPy

Chaudharys decided to bring it up at a Nepali court. The Supreme Court is
now hearing the case, after a round at the appeals court. The Supreme Court
has ordered additional information of the proposed acquisition, including
details of the prospective buyers.

Chaudhary's lawyers are trying to establish that the 1998 MOU is a
“binding contract”, while Credit Agricole lawyers are set to prove that it is not
a watertight agreement, but subject to a contract. How the Indosuez story
unfolds will now depend on the battle between these two business giants
and the court verdict: whether the agreement will be enforceable, if so the
price, payment methods, and if the central bank will allow Chaudhary to buy.

There could also be questions on whether Indosuez should have entered
into an MOU in the first place, disregarding issues like its promoter partner's
right of first refusal. “We were trying to establish that the Chaudhary Group
has the right of first refusal because of the agreement,” says Sushil Pant,
who represented the Chaudhary's at the appeals court. “Whether the
central bank will permit it to buy is something else.” Credit Agricole’s
lawyer Sudhir Shrestha responds: “My client's contention is that the
MOU is subjecl to further contract depending on negotiation, it is not

ontract.”

The legal battle is about basics. But there is a larger
war here between rival Nepali businesses in which a
foreign investor is trapped and can't extricate itself from Nepal even if it
wants to. Credit Agricole officials don’t understand what is so complicated:
they want to sell shares to one group and the other group is putting a legal
spanner in the works. And they say they have reached the end of their
patience. Said the senior executive: “We are being held hostage. We are
disgusted, because there is no rule of law." Goto =) p6
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HOPING FOR HOPE. .

N othing perhaps symbolised the waffling and thumb-twiddling in

Nepal's present political leadership as much as the answer

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba gave at a joint press confer-
ence with US Secretary of State Colin Powell last week. Powell had just
finished underlining the importance of improving governance and
curbing corruption, when a reporter asked Deuba how he was going to
address those issues.

In a classic case of passing-the-buck, our prime minister replied that
there was the Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA).
Good thing he didn't use the acronym, otherwise Colin Powell might have
thought for a moment that Deuba was seeking help from Langley HQ to
apprehend Nepali kleptocrats.

Deuba reminded us of the fox guarding the hencoop saying there is no
need to worry because a rabbit is keeping watch. What astounds us is that
even at a time like this, when the country is falling to pieces and there is a
state of national emergency in full swing, corruption has reached new
heights (or is it depths?). There is a renewed sense of desperation to the
looting. They're plundering as if there is no tomorrow. At this rate, there
won't be a tomorrow.

Our ship of state is like a supertanker that needs ten miles or more to
respond to the captain’s command. Any intervention made today to address
poverty or generate jobs will take ages

to show results. It is at times like
these that symbolism matters. And
what could be more symbolic than
cutting the cabinet size to save
Rs 50 million. Nothing would
be more symbolic than making
a concerted push to ensure
basic health, education and
services reach at least the
headquarters of all 75 districts
in the next two months.
Symbolism shows there is
hope for the future, even if there is
no immediate relief. The supertanker
begins to turn. Hope is the most potent
weapon in the government's arsenal, it
is much more potent than helicopter
gunships with night-vision. To restore
faith in government, and to raise hope
that the future has something good in
store, Prime Minister Deuba needs to
take charge and maybe take the advice
of an inmate at Libang jail who told us:
“Can the prime minister dare spend a
week in Rolpa?” (#77). Without even
symbolic actions to back intentions,
speeches by our leaders have started
sounding hollow.

...AND HOPELESSNESS.

he Maoist strategy is to spread hopelessness. To show that this
T country has no future. And they are doing it with devastating effect by

decreasing the government's revenue through threats and intimida-
tion against business, and increasing state expenditure by ratcheting up
the insurgency and forcing army deployment nationwide. The Maoists know
time is on their side, and the longer this goes on, the more hopelessness it
will breed. It is a smart, if somewhat desperate, move. The government and
the security forces will have to counter by being even smarter. Unfortunately,
we have seen only brute force, not too many flashes of brilliance.

Cornered by the army, the Maoists in the past weeks have been target-
ing what remains of the rural educated. They have launched a murder
spree of village school teachers and social activists. The brutality of the
killings is calculated to sow terror. We don't see the point of this: unless it is
a sign of reckless desperation. Which revolutionary handbook says you win
over the support of the people through fear? Not Mao's. How does it help
the revolution to slaughter ordinary village elders who are not your class
enemy, just people who disagree with your method?

The teacher in Lamjung was tied to a tree, tortured and killed with a
bullet in the heart. The teacher in Khotang was taken away, his hands and
legs broken before he was killed. The teacher in Gorkha was dragged out
of the classroom and butchered in front of his students. A 70-year-old man
was killed as his grandchildren looked on.

Despite the emergency, the wave of extortion and threats have reached
levels unprecedented even by the barbarous standards previously set by
the comrades. Civil servants, teachers, health post attendants now have to
pay 30 percent of their monthly salary to the Maoists. They have been told it
may soon go up to 50 percent. The Ministry of Education, which is the
biggest employer in Nepal, spends up to Rs 9 billion a year on salaries
for teachers—it looks like nearly half of that is now going directly into
the Maoists' coffers as ransom money. This may be something the
delegates at the Nepal Development Forum pledging meeting next
week may want to mull on.

Deuba has a point when he says peace is a precondition for develop-
ment. But it is lack of development that endangers peace.

STATE OF THE STATE

Let them eat cake

by CK LAL

Mutu maathi dhunga raakhi hasnu parya chha.

he remembrance of things pastis
partecollction and part ecrea-

tion. Like th

Narayan Gopaldidn't need to prove
himselfto anyone. He had atained, to

a
ainbow ona e soaked day, mermorable
occurtences are too flecting to leavea
rmanentimpression, What we later
rememberis largely a picture of our own
imagination. And with every lick, a parc of
theice-cream meltsin the mouth.
Describing such experiences based on
‘memory s, then, an exercise in creativity.

“This story toos par fact, parc
fiction—a factional account. Much
sientificrescarch has shown that memory
cannot be trusted withoutindependent
sources of verification. Details of this
description may not stand up to close
scrutiny. After all, it was such a long
time ago, and memory starts to
weaken with age.

Once therelived a carefree youthina
rented room inside Narsingh Campat
“Thamel. Two ofhis immediate neighbours
stayingon the same floor ofthe house
werea taxi driverand a cook. The young
man never paid much attention to cither.
“Thatwas unil he discovered, quite by
chance, that the taxi driver was none other
than Nepal’s most famous singer,the late
Narayan Gopal

The taxi driver Narayan Gopal was
unusually shy. He didn’t talk much with
anyone, letalone the young man who
appatently did nothing, other than read
thick tomes all day long, Confronted with
awe-struck namaskars,the legendary singer
would sometimes respond with an absent-
minded wave of his hand—highly creaive
peoplearcintroverted because their minds
are otherwisc occupicd. In addition to
beingan idol to his fns, Narayan Gopal is
nowa cultural symbol of even Nepalsself-
styled progessives.

Marist critics lament that Narayan
Gopal didn'tsing “songs ofthe people”.
“Thatis probably the best compliment to
Narayan Gopal. Good thing he didn't,

weaG “aharmony
between thoughtand action, experienced
the unity beaween areand ife”. He didn't
need to bea card-carrying representative
of the masses to speak to them through
music. And Narayan Gopal’s songs
purified the soul.

Mass media,and democracy, turned
Narayan Gopalinto a national icon. But
the neighbourin the Thamel apartment,
Babu Kaji, uned out to bea different
sortof artistin a medium thatis much
less recognised. He became the Master
Chefof Nanglo—another name thatis
nowalegend inits own right. For quareer
of a century, Babu Kajis creations have
pampered the palate of mllions of inicky
connoisseurs and demanding customers.

Zealousfans of our Swar-Samratwill
find it preposterous to put Babu Kaji ona
pedestal with their dol. Buc Narayan
Gopal himsclfwould have had no
objection. He wasa practical person with
few precensions. And Proust would have
certainly approved: noarts s powerful
asan honest portrayal of everyday life.

Atthe roofiop restaurant of Nanglo
recently, [was struck again by the magic
thatambience and food can evoke. There

X\

wasan aroma of hot soup wafting in the
wintersun, the sight and sound of a sizler
arriving,In such  seting, Ashutosh Tiwari
planninga month-long rt festival pat-
terned after something similarin Europe,
or Renchin Yonjan vistalisinga grand
boulevard on the scale of Champs Elysce
becween Bhadrakaliand Singha Darbar,
sound perfectly realistic. Eatingn the sun
below the blue skiesin the company of
friends you realise what may have made
Louis Armstrong sing “Whata wonderful
world”

Butjoy is a fragile fecling, It alls on
the ground of hard realitics, and shatrers. A
bejevwelled womanis b the door of her
car,auniformed chauffeur shoos two strect
kids away. Sher Bahadur Deuba’s govern-
mentis generating taxes through an
ordinance. Holding the SARC Summit
wasa matter of prestge for Nepal, and
Deubalooked visibly glecful when he
suddenly saw President Musharraf
extending his hand to Prime Minister
Vajpayee. But aising taxes o pay for his
41-memberjumbo cabinet’

Pethaps Deuba’s political mentor has
ananswer. Asked whether his personal
honesty had any meaningin the politcal
envitonment of a country where the word
politics itsclfhas become synonymous with
corruption, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai
replied on camera that being a rose could
relieve you from the guilt of having
mounds of manureatyour oots, And only
Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat
could have come up with a schemeas
ingenious s volunary disclosure of
property. Mahatis so forgetful that he
onceforgot o disclose his own foreign
bankaccoun.

Asthe third flatmate, that carcfree
youth sharing the Thamel apartment with
Babu Kaji and Narayan Gopal, lookat
the two and realise that living with
inconsistencis s what makeslife bearable
in these contradictory times. 4

MIN BAIRACHAR!

OPINION

he presen situation in Nepal is similar

toan inscct caughtinaspider’sweb.

Whatever it docs o fy frec thensece
gets morcentangled in thesticky silk. The
problemisthat the ruling Nepali Congress
hasabandoned even the effort thata fly caught
inaweb exers

The government hasshd s responsibiey
toresolve the country's problems, and has
handedcall over o thesecurity forces and the
army. In fact, theactivites of the prime
minister and the cabinet scem to be
confined to heapingindiscriminate taxes on
the Nepali people and justfying c b
saying they need to pay for security, using
the emergency to muzzle the press, and
restricting human rights.
Ourcountry'sproblemsarenolonger

confined to awand order. We now facean
cconomicarisisof unprecedented proportions.
Infac, s the current recession and unem-
ploymentthat may bring Nepaltoits knees,
ot thesecurity situation, Uncerainty, drif
and anarchy threatcn Nepal and Nepali. Will
the presentwave of murder, mayham, violence
and insccuricy persise For howlong? Will the
blood and tcars ever cease? When will we
start o sce the beginnings of a revivalin
business climate, in investment, in tourism?
How can we get out of this rap? What will
ictake to st us free?

Kine the

The Maoists are turning from a pelitical group with tetrorist
leanings into a terrorist group wrth some political leanings. ' .

mustuniteand work together
Eren hough the Mo s i e
themiiry

revenues to raise the tax burden. Itis not
addressingitsown profigay, incficencyand

uisinscd squecing

by RAGHUJI PANT

o counterthis conspiracy fo underminc our

nationalism, democracy and consitution.
“Theinternationl pounmj mainstrcam s

firmin tsbelifin mul ipary demczcy,an

Any poliica pary tha
nottruc o the peoples wi
are defying chis world trend.

Youcannothavea revoluion by just
lifting the jargon of “newwsocialism” from Mao
Zedongslitle red book.In act, our Maoists
have goneagainst the basic encts of Maoism
by carryingoutactiviies that can onlybe
called terrorst, Could it be thar Prachanda and
Baburam are povwerlss and are orced o say
these thingsat gunpoint by their own
comrades?

Whatshould the governmentdo? One
decision it can ke immediately s o reduce
thesize ofts jumbo cabinet, and cut
unnecessary expenditure. Every ministry must
have only one minister,all hangers-onand
advisers must be removed. All forcign trave at
offcal expense must be curtaled,receprions,
particsand other unnccessary expenscsand
perks retricted.Ifthe government docsn't
makecut inits own bloated ranks, it has no

wecks, and the question tha
i he Nepa Commuris Pary (Vo)

tight to pas the burden to the people. Other
1mmcd.mc sepsnsdo bet mkm
A

tuningfrom a ol hterrorie

b

and they areata loss o find answers. Likeicor
nor, weare caught n avicous cyeleof violence.

arrane
asn[eofmuonalemelgmcy.Thega\*emmem
could have taken the poliicl partisnto

Sencoand deck e e

rl\mgs o onat his ratc, the people’s

patience may soon snap.

p
political leanings? The- Maoistsfashioned
\Jumsclva afer the Shmmg Pathand used to
al i

besr uprocurb
o Investmentand business must b prorected
fospurcconomicgrowh.

Thereisno pointblaming tallon ftcand ) the NeplintoPeru. o Devclopmentworkmustbe uleshed.
shakingour heads, the timeh, d l Although . cfrolifethe state o mergency. y heirhiest o mustbeintroduced.
together o jointly find dwork thearmy hasachieved the Temustbegina dial h the opposi + the Shining Parh and
towardsasolution. For his, the government  erroriscactiviies of the Maoist bated before the next paraments itsleader, Comrade Gonzal Thspmch'lmh T.,mmx}.mhmg\mwm,u' italto
st st abandon s sl vl and Jiical, i jalfons,  discussending the sate of emergency. Itis Pachisnowh dsth Prachands,
frhe t ) yielded the desired becoming obvious thatthe Maoist plan nowis s the Shining Path. Don't Prachanda, Raburam,She Bahdurand Girja Prsd have
Nepalipeople. results. In fac,the posibility s growing chat  to prolong the conflicc by sowing mor Baburam, Kiran and Badal scc tochange the way they do things. Timeallows
“The politicalleadersh takethe | y may actuall tobe iolence. Since they keon h ybe they busy tying o d to reform, buttime
ook for : | dthe h brucally murdering hat remains of 'slegiima docsn'twait. The prime miniser, the
crisis—in fact that people. The i isonthe  unarmed civliansand i standing drag thearmy i ¥, NepaliC and the Maoist
shouldersof the i hasviruallykiled | e level ofvi and engineeraspli ; I leadership should know this, But o they?

and e prime minister. Thisis o longer

offthe mumm industy. Domestic rran\pon,
i

about wh who
gets ostayon the chair. Itisabout who s best

especially the night
limited,industrics arc losing down, peopleare

-PIngup
extension ofthe emergency.

NOT-SO-SHINY

parties. Arift between thearmy, policical

partisand government, fomenting distruse

bewicen politcal partesand the monarchy, chis
P P 1y

Iisalready gerting e to cut ourselves free
of this spider’s web

capable ofsolving the problems e fce. All losingjobs. And ata ime like thi, the The Maoists have escalated thescassassinations  is what they wan,Itisimportant forall Raghuji Pant is a former journalist and a
political parcis that beleveiin the Constitution  government s using the excuse of falling and murders of non-combatantsin the past few  political parties and individuals to be vigilant  CPN-UML MP from Lalitpur Distict.
THE GREAT UNIFIER political leadership? m Powell was meant more for BACK TO SUNDARUAL

Thanks for Hemlata Rai's
excellentarticle on Prithvi
Narayan Shah (‘The Great
Unifier", #76). However, a few
points need elaboration. Who
ruled the proto-Nepal men-
tioned in Samundra Gupta's
stone inscriptions? Were
Magars recruited into the:
Gorkhali army to increase
people’s participation or merely
as cannon fodder? Were they
allowed to rise to positions of
military, administrative and

Just read in your Internet ediition
the informative article on Prithvi
Narayan Shah. However, | failed
to see the logic behind the three
cops hanging around at the
base of the statue of the Great
Unifier.

DEVELOPMENT, NOT WAR
| agree with Binod Bhattarai's
“Meanwhile, in the rest of

Wasn'tthe system in Patan
by which ministers could
replace a monarch fantastic and
far ahead of anything at the time
inwhat is modern Nepal and not
something to be deplored as Ms
Rai subtly does? She also
mentions the reputation of the
Gorkhali raja for justice and
welfare. Well, he is the same
person who first cultivated and
then ruthlessly exploited
friendship and trust with
neighbouring kingdoms to
~ advance his political ambitions.
No wonder, he banished Roman
Catholic missionaries from
Kathmandu Valley. “Love thy
neighbour” could prove very
uncomfortable and embarrass-
ing (Not that Christian imperial-
ists themselves were practising
this precept).

Ram Limbu
Sydney

Jack Prasai
Botswana

Nepal..." (#76). Itis the rural
people who always suffer from
state of emergency. But who
will hear their cry? The media is
forced to keep quiet, human
rights organisations are
marginalised and most political
parties are silent. And even the
government does not know
how long the present situation
willlast. Diverting development
money to security will only
make the situation worse
because it will not address the
roots of the crisis, which is the
result of the government's past
neglect of development.

Los Banos, Philippines

COLIN POWELL

It's pretty clear that everybody
is baffled by Colin Powell's
unexpected visit. But the
manner in which both your
editorial “We and the west" and
the usually excellent CK Lal
(#77) focus on the US Secre-
tary of State's visit to Nepal in
the context of increased
financial aid is greatly disap-
pointing. The direction of your
write-ups confirm the deep
malaise that affects the Nepali
mindset—that of a conviction in
our impotence. We have utterly
no trust in our own ability to set
our house in order and to move

lems.

Lila Khatiwada

are our only hope.

full speed ahead in the path of
economic and social develop-
ment. This is why all our efforts
towards such goals are so half-
hearted and so fruitless. Foreign
aid at a time like this is always
welcome-but the real solution lies
in our own deep-rooted prob-

Umesh Chandra Rai
Lagankhel

Your editorial (‘We and the
west', #77) is confusing and
needlessly emotional. Nepalis
fought two world wars for
freedom, not for western
powers alone. Those who
fought were well compensated
by the British. If the British and
the Indians were to stop
recruiting our young boys for
their armies, we would have two
alternatives: wash dishes in India
orjoin the Maoists. Bahuns
oppose Gurkha recruitment
because they do not benefit from
it as much. For janjatis, a foreign
army is the best possible
employment opportunity. And
why should the west pay for the
corruption of our leaders? All
political party leaders are highly
corrupt, the king and the army

Rajendra Rai
Pulchowk
Your editorial addressed to Colin

our own government than for
the US Secretary of State. The
Americans may help, but as
you say, in the end it will have

get its act together by curbing
corruption and delivering
development through effective
decentralisation.

FOGGY

CK Lal's column on the tarai,
“The sun will come out
tomorrow” (#76), was, well,
fogay. If winter crops have
caused the fog should we
then stop cultivating wheat
and starve? Instead of carping
about tube-wells, he should
have suggested alternatives.
Should we build dams?

Nepalnews.com weekly polls
give a grossly inaccurate view
of what a majority of Nepalis
think. It only reflects the
opinions of those who are
computer- and Internet-literate.
The result does not represent
the inclinations of most
Nepalis.

by email

1o be the government that must

Gopal Gurung
Sanepa

Sanjiv Shah
Birgunj NOT FIRST
At the end of Vijay Kumar's
POLLS “Down, but not out” (#77)
‘The Nepali Times/ you state that he was one

Bhaskar Koirala

A quick note to say | read
Nepali Times regularly and
when a section on history
was included in one of the
issues with BP Koirala's
diary | was excited and
looking forward to learning
more about BP. Unfortu-
nately, you seem to have
stopped the section. | am
from Nepal's “Generation-X"
and have a limited know!-
edge of Nepal's modern
history. Please resume the
column.

Kumud Pyakuryal

USA

(The serialised diary of
“Back to Sundarijal” ap-
pears every fortnight. The
third instalment appears in
this issue, p. 13. -|

of the first journalists
allowed to visit the frontline
in the army’s counter-
insurgency war. But his
visit was almost a month
after |, along with some of
my colleagues at Kantipur
Publications, visited Ghorahi
and Kapurkot.
Tilak Pokharel
The Kathmandu Post
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W A J ben the cement factory
at Chobhar officially
shut down on 14

January, everyone assumed the
quality ofair in the capital would
improve dramatically. Afterall,
Himal Cement had for the past
25 years been pumping sootand
cement dustinco the valley's
atmosphere.

“The cement factory is gone,
but the air quality has not
improved. The reason is visible
tight here below Chobhar hill on
any given morning, The factory
liesidle, it stack smokeless for
once, but across the Bagmati on a
picturesque staircase of terrace
fields are at leastsix new brick
Kilns spewing out acrid black
smoke. Across the hill below the
swanky new villas at Bhaisepati,
andall along the southern
outskirts of Patan, a pall of
black-grey smog smudges the
sky—overnight cmission from the
furnaces of hundreds of new kilns

cloud of pollution s right on the
flight path of Kathmandu airport,
and civil aviation authorities say
visibility is worse this year than
ever before.

“In the past two months,
thete has been a sharp increase in
the number of flight cancellations
and aborted landings a this
airport,” a metcorologist at the
Air Transpore Support Centre at
the airport told us. While he
wouldn’tspeculate on how much
of this is due to the brick kilns
beyond the end of the runway, he
admitted that “poor isibility is
greatly exacerbated by high
levels of suspended particulate
matter in the air”.

Acaptain with Royal Nepal
Airlines who flies Boeing 7575
says he has never seen it as bad as
this winter, “Sometimes the smog
docs notlife till past noon. And
even ifthe runway 20 approach is
clear (from the north) the 02
approach (from the south) is
completely covered up.” Bigger

baking bricks to meet the jets of international airlines all
i i d d makei hes from
of Kathmandu Valley. the south, but visibility s reduced
The effect of all this smoke s | to below the minimum required
not readily apparent to city for landings because of the brick
dwellers. Butin southern Patan | kiln-induced smog on final
residents complain thatlaundry | approach.
hanging up to dry, tables and According toa landmark

chairs have a veneer of black soot
every morning, What this s doing
o the lungs of valley residents is
anybody’s guess.

Astudy by the environmental
group, Clean Energy Nepal
(CEN), showed that there are
three times higher levels of
particulate matter in the air in
villages located near brick kilns

survey in 1996 by the World
Bank, the number of days in
January with visibility more than
8 kmat noon had decreased from
25 days in the 19705 to only five
daysin 1993.In 2000, this
furcher deteriorated to only two
days. Metcorologists now say air
quality has got worse in the past
year because of the kilns. Flight
lac ffecting the

compared to villages which had
o kilns. Although the brick kilns
are not the only culprits, environ-
mental activists say that they are
emergingas the single biggest
cause of particulate pollution in
the valley. Old vehicles, adulter-
ated diesel, construction activity,
burning rubbish heaps are the
other causes.

“The kilns are arrayed in an arc
from Bhakrapur to Thankot, and
night-time emissions here mix
with Kathmandu Valley's
notorious fog to create a dense
grey smog every morning, This

already crisis-ridden tourism
industry, and causing significant
losses in revenue for airlines who
have to burn more fuel to hold in
the air, or make costly diversions
1o other aitports because of poor
visbility in Kathmandu.

“The Nepal Environmental and
Scientific Services (NESS)
tegularly measures Kathmandu’s
air pollution levels, and has
identified unscientifically-built
Kilns as major polluters, burning
far too much low-grade coal for
the volume of bricks they

The cement factory may have closed, but
multiplying brick kilns are making our air

quality worse.

I BAIRACHARYA

Twin stz

(below,
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roduce. They are called “bull
trench” kilns and have been
banned in just about every other
country in the region because of
their primitive design. Making
maters worse is that they burn
cither low-grade coal, and some
even pack tyres and plastic
waste into the furnaces o get

—-__ =ES = = -

Grey area shows

them started.
Tn the past year, brick kilns
have come up all over the Valley
with spectacular speed. The state
of cmergency and the counter-
insurgency operations have driven
thousands of families who are
scared of being caught in the
crossfire to the safety of
Kathmandu, (See “People moved
by the people’s war”, #41) and
houscowners here are cashing in
on the phenomenon by rushing to
add floors to their buildings. The
Central Buteau of Statistics
recorded less than one percent

growth in the construction sector
Tast fiscal year, but it is estimated
to grow by three percent in 2001/
02. The real estate market which
had crashed has suddenly picked
upin Kathmandu.

The building blocks of the
construction boom are bricks.
And these are baked from the
fertile clay and alluvium of the
valley floor. Kathmandu bricks
that used to sel for Rs 1,700 per
1,000 a year ago now go for twice
that. New kilns are coming up
evety week, and with every new
room built, the quality of the
capital'sair deteriorates.

Visibility and air quality are
both far worse in the winter
months, December, January and
February. Kathmandu’s bowl-
shaped topography makes it
difficult for warm, dirty air to
escape because it i trapped
underneath a layer of cold air—a
phenomenon called temperature
inversion, Brick-baking s also
concentrated in the dry winter
months when farmers rent out
their fallow felds to the kilns.

But there are signs of grass-
roots resistance. In the town of
Tikachaliin Lalitpur district,
locals have lobbied with the

Valley ait ust got vilet

government to have seven illegal
Kilns outside their village banncd.
In Bhakeapur villagers actually
attacked a polluting brick kiln
and destroyed the chimney and
furnace. The Godavari Village
Resortin Kitni is working with
the local VDC o find alternatives
for nearby farmers who are
tempted to rent their fields to
Kilns in che fallow scason.

Butalthough grassroots
activism may be growing, the
government i plagued by familiar
lethargy. For example, the illegal
kiln owners in Tikathali have so
farignored the ministry and the
Lalitpur CDO office and have
refused to even receive letters
written by them to close down
within 35 days or paya fine. Still,
the fact that locals are worried
cnough to take action is seen
by environmental groups asa
goodsign.

“The resistance to brick kilns
is coming from the grassroots,”
says Bhushan Tuladhar of Clean
Energy Nepal. “They arc now
much more conscious about the
damage that the kilns do to the
airand to the fertilicy of their
soil.”

e in the west made.

longthe ridge o thesouth of
A(hspicmmqusvi"ageof

Bungamati, you come toan
arcawhere previously therehad been
layers of fan shaped riceterracesand
treesdescending towards the Bagmati
River. Today, i

beauty and feriltywillll b gone.
Howis Nepal o feed her growing
population?

People need food, clothes,
services. To purchase those, they
need land or jobs. Work on the land
ishard, but yofthe

brown brickslined up ke wooden

other options open to poor people -
the carpet factories, street lf,

able to keep onlya proportion of
the crop. But they areinan even
worse position when it comes to
gettingjobslsewhere, a the
Bottom of the cconomic heap as the
landless poor.

You cannotstop development.

i d

by CHERRY BIRD

wral land left i the Kathmandu
Valley, which hasa civilisation that
grew from the fertilty ofits soil
and the hard-working farmers who
tilled .

“The physical limitation
imposed on the Valley by tssize,
water supplyand the pollution-
trapping characteristic ofits
topography meanswearealready

Water gets pricey .
Drinking water is about to Melamchi khola

become more expensive,

says the Nepal Drinking d
Water Supply Corporation.
The corporation is completing
the last phase of its prepara-
tions to increase the price of
drinking water by 25 percent,
a Rs 2.25 increase to Rs
11.25. K Bhattarai,

“Thefertilesoil lefeby the original
lakeshould be used as muchas
possblefor agricultural purposes.
Alas weare sendingitupin smoke.
Bornin Englandat the
beginningofthe 19505 Lgrew up
watching the results of the
unchinkingand unregulated
development that fllowed the
second world war. In the 19605
and 705, many of us awoke to the
factthat this craziness had to stop.
“Theindustrialsts, moneymakers
and policicians ridiculed our
protests, telling us to “get real” and
accept that pollution and environ-
mental destruction were the price
wehad to pay for modern lfe

manager of the corporation
says the increase is absolute
necessary if further projects "t
are to be implemented. The e ! Al
NDWSC has been complaining of inadequate funds to
increase projects to quench the Valley's growing demand
for water—it says it loses Rs 5 per 1,000 litres at the current
price of Rs 9, and claims that balancing the current losses
would require a price hike of at least 70 percent. It will be
about five years before the Melamchi Drinking Water Supply
Project will bring in the expected 17 million litres of water
daily to the Valley. The NDWSC hopes that the price hike will
enable it to provide as much as six million litres of water
per day to different parts of the city in the next few months.

Ten Left mcluding‘lﬁehu'ni‘le;i Mamst

Left warning

Nepal hasa chance t learn from
the expensive mistakes weiin the
west made. Please take the
opportunity, before s too late.
Thetearesigas of popular
esistance. Residents of Bhaktapur
hy vtacked and damaced

But there has to be regul

fields bereft of their topsoil.
Slap, bang, sl h

migration to India or the Gulf. At

of teamsof men beatingout more
bricks o join the est. stood in
hormoratthesight f the destruction

leastworking g
measure ofsecurity and dignity. a

qualityof lfe (provided theairis
not polluted by brick kiln next

ofecmoreofthe et

door). This must be p

Valley soil. These fiedshave fithfully  miserably paid abour (or no job) in
il fons itisnow pensiveciy. Thosewhowork
beingsold tosome igshot brick theland ofien may notown . They
company. Injustafew wecks the work for the landowner, and ar ars ther

control, with due thought given to
environmentalfactors. Develop-
ment mustbe planned, and

decisions taken which minimise the
damage o the environmentand
maximise the potential of Nepal's
limited resources. Making bricks s
very poor use of good land, a one-
offharvest, which benefits only one
entrepreneut. It reckoned thatin

illbe no agricul-

ly
brick kilns, which werellegal and
polluting their homes. Ifthe system
fail,then people take up matters
into their own hands so thata
selfsh few don’t grab what belongs

toeveryonc. ¢
(Cherry Bird is researching
environmental education in

Nepal, and has lived here for
five years.)

Leninists have criticised the government for mistreating
innocent people and abusing activists of their parties
following the declaration of the state of emergency in the
country. In a common press release, the ten Left parties
have demanded the immediate release of hundreds of
people it says were wrongly jailed by the government. They
have also criticised the government's decision to collect
taxes for security purposes through a special ordinance.
The parties have also called on the Maoists to check their
violent activities and mistreatment of workers from other
parties. The release includes a list detailing 38 cases of
torture and oppression by the government, including the
arrest of Chabilal Tamang, vice chairman of Bana Village
D Committee in district.
Tamang was blindfolded, beaten and then taken to an army
camp, where he was allegedly given a pipe and ordered to
beat other prisoners.

Time: 12:30 - 15:00 hrs.

barbeque

Lodavayi
a typical BAN BHODJ

~ With a glass of wine or beer for adults and soft drink for children

Every Saturday

Rate: Rs. 650" + tax per person®
50% discount for chidren below 4 ft.

at

Enjoy a tranquil SUNBATH with lovely soothing music at our lush
green Vaijayanta Garden Restaurant. Witness out master Chef,
Prem Baniya, at work preparing the most mouth watering

delicacies for you to enjoy.

“Swimming and tennis (advance booking fortennis s
required) included in the package.

GodavariG)

KathmandueNepal

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

following position.

Duty Station
Desired Qualifications

*  Support

UNESCO/Kathmandu invites applications from qualified Nepalese citizens for the

Project Staff in Education Unit
: UNESCO Kathmandu Office, Kathmandu, Nepal
: At least Bachelor in Education, Social Science, Community

Development or any other relevant subject with minimum 5 years
field i in ity D P . The
candidate should have very good interpersonal skills, excellent
command in written and spoken English, computer skill and
proven competency to perform the following duties.

or C

Major Duties and Responsibilities

*  Support Community Learning Center (CLC) Projects as well as other projects under
the education programme;

*  Frequentfield visits (40% of work) for providing technical support to community people
and field staff, and monitoring the projects;

to with local at district and

community level, INGOs/NGOs/CBOs, other UN Agencies and workshops;
*  Organize various training, seminars and workshops;
*  Monitor and follow up on-going projects and compile reports;
*  Assistin designing and planning programmes for Education Unit.

Candidates meeting the ab iteria are

letter of interest, complete resume with pp photo, Nepali citizenship paper and academic

certificates, to the following address by 8th February 2002. Women candidates are

encouraged to apply. Only short-listed candidates will be called for an interview.
TELEPHONE INQUIRIES WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

to'send their along witha

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Ring Road, Bansbari, Kathmandu, Nepal P.O. Box 14391
Fax: +977-01-373004
E-mail: kathmandu@unesco.org

. Web Site: http:/Awww.unesco.org.np
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frer the SAARC summit’s
A studied silence on theissue

of Bhutanese rfugees in
Nepal,ics perhaps time for louder
thinking on other ways of rsolving
it. The disappointment that has
descended on the Bhuranese refugee
community afer the Kathmandu
Declaration was eleased is
understandable, especially since
‘most SAARC member states are
coping with their own clusters of
displaced people. Sceptics, how-
ever, always saw lidle chance of the
South Asian summiteers taking up
the matter because the SAARC
charterexplicily forbids discussion
on contentious bilreralissues. Lost
somewherein between the extremes
was the reaity that the Bhutanese
refugeesin castern Nepal isa matcer
of rilateral concern. Since Nepal
and Bhutan don'tsharea border,
these hapless men, women and
children had to rudge through
Indian teritory to theirasylum in
Jhapaand Morang, Morcover,if's
important not to forget thata third
of the 150,000 ethnic Nepalis
driven outof Bhutan are sill on
Indian soil.

While lamentingthe lack of
progesson a settlement over the
decade, et us not lose sight of the
scaleofthe challenge Kathmandu

and Thimpu have to surmount.

i‘.

RAMYATA LB

Bhutanese refiigee camp in Jhapa.

One man’s ethnic cleansing is another’s
presewatlon of natlonhood

Nepalis had I the country
voluntarilyand some had commit-
ted economic offences, which under

restritive domestic policies, there
isanaidagency ready o avsh
priscon Thimpu for haing

range of optionsi could pursuc on
its own. We could agree,
instance, to grant citizenship to

from citizenship.
Afeencalyadoen roundsof

ministeial alks, K
“Thimpu have worked outa way of
identifyingand categorising the

Nepal says thatalmostall the
100,000 refugees living in camps in
castern Nepal have valid papers
proving they are Bhutanese
nationals, Bhutan says s willing o
takeback only genine refug
who,itinsists, number no more
than afew thousand. Then there’s
the catch, Thimpu says many ethnic

refigees. Since the complicated
mechanism wasspurted more by
international cajoling than regional
compulsions, it would perhaps be
unwise to expect carly reparriation.
ionalising th ssue
containsits own risks. For cach
human rights group that assals the
Kingdom of the Thunder Dragon’s

cconomicdiplomacy, especiallyina
world full of 45 millon refugees and
internally displaced people.
International donors, ftigued by
urmoilfrom Afghanstan to
Zimbabwe, may scein Nepal's
gesturea genuine reason for fast-
track consideration. Once the
Bhutanese refugees areasimilated
in the mainstream, the money and
material aid that would starc
pouringin would havea muldiplicr
effecton the national economy
strugglingto widen aseverely

shredded tax net.
‘What matters most, however, is
the verdict of the hoare

by PUSKAR BHUS/

SAARC's forgotten triangle -

forcign inteligence agencies were
using Bhutanese territory againse
India. (By the way, the chicf
ministerof he north-castern
Indian state of Assam began the
new year by castigating New
Delhi for not doing enough to
discourage cross-border terrorism
on his flank.)

Under growingpressure from
both North and South Blocksand
analarmed media, Indian leaders
are forced to cite the 1949 reaty
that guarantees Indian non-
interference in Bhutan's internal

affairs, butallows New Delhi
infl he kinedom’s

lingingon to attered photographs
of the houses and land they hope to
return to one day. While seeking
their views,itshould beacknowl-
edged that thessue could become
mostexplosive on the geo-strategic
front. A referendum under UN
Security Council auspices may have
o be contemplated in the camps.
Instead of remaining prisoners of
the past—or the present—Nepal
and Bhutan should think about

their common future.

forcign reations. Thimpu responds
by saying that “influence” is justa
figleaffor naked interference. India
argues that the accord i in line
with the 1910 traty Bhutan signed
with Bricish India,giving the sahibs
control over Bhutan’s foreign
relations. Thimpu nsiststhat picce
of history only strengthens ts case
forabrogating an accord thatis out
of stepwith a world in which the
tiniest microstate is asserting ts
right to exercisefullsovereignty. At

model orsusinable | Bhuranescof Nepliorginalreadyin | Thosewho consider cis dhis point, New Delisces the
development. Starcalkingabout | the country on Thimpu'sexpress hould Bhutancse
howtnicNpdlisvhobaelved | lodge thatiwouldn'driveout reflecton the fllowing scenaro. | refugeesin Khuchabari, Beldangi
fromapurdy | Oneday Kuenselcartiesacogent | and other Nepal

ot Bhutanae rented s ! i ve,sucha iy the Bhurancse mesengersinadising Thimputo
second-classcitizensin theirown | coursewould i hould itsprioriics.
countryand you'llfindinfluential | Nepalisthan rying o revive the raising s international profle by, Alhis means we'l have to
voices in the west who say they proviionsafthe CznsipAmend- her hings, establishi find a regionalsolution—and
don’twantanotheranciencculture | mentBill, bassiesabroad, diversifying | Perhaps the architects of sub-
destroyed inawhirlpool of limbocversinethe Supreme Court | itssourcesof weaponryand naming | regional cooperation could work
democtacy. One man’s echnic sttuckit down lastyear. it first SAARC secretary-general. | out modalitesforengagement

Suchan offr from Kathmandu
couldalso providea clar demon-

stration of the kingdoms abiliy to
engageina home-grown version of

cleansing s another's preservation
of nationhood.

Tewould probably be more
sensible for Nepal to consider the

“That piece would probably
contain enough fiepower to
prompe strategic analysts in India to
warn their government of how the

within the growth quadrangle
ework. For stareers, how about
setting upa joint working group on

the refugee triangle?

Taxes=Inflation

Now every epa\l home—no |ust the rura eacher polmca\ party worker or police consbab le—
will face the brunt of the Maoist insurgency. Last week, government raised customs duties and
other charges to bolster the hard-hit economy.

The most straightforward part of the tax deal is the one rupee surcharge on petroleum
products, which will send prices shooting up across the board—even though the Nepal Oil
Corporation has said it will absorb the added burden and keep present prices. This new fiscal
measure, combined with the central bank’s decision to loosen monetary policy some weeks
ago, virtually guarantees severe inflation. The average National Urban Consumer Price Index
was 2.8 percent in end-October, within the budgetary projection of 5 percent for this fiscal year.

The government, which decided against other possible cost-cutting measures such as
trimming the cabinet, says the new taxes are temporary and will be reviewed after the current
situation improves. When exactly that is, no one is saying. Government hopes to raise Rs 1.5-2
million through the following new taxes announced on 16 January:

o There is a new surcharge of Rs 1 per litre on petrol, diesel and kerosene.

o Phone bills will be higher because the telecommunications service charge has gone up to 15
percent from the earlier 10 percent, payable over the regular 10 percent Value Added Tax.

« Excise on tobacco and alcohol products was raised by an average of 5 percent and a charge
will be levied even on aerated drinks and bottled water.

o Motor vehicles have been charged an additional 10 percent over the already high import
duties. The duty on an imported passenger car would now be 140 percent.

ECONOMIC SENSE

venastheworld was stringin
E i
multicolour changes, we herein
Nepalwere preoccupied with the world
inmonochrome. Afeerall, i the time-
honoured traiton of this parcof he
world, moneyiscither black orwhite.
And,in the guisc ofoffering us
incentives o legaliscit, we have just
been told by the government that,
unlike the MichaelJackson song, buc
much like the person himself, it does
matterwhether you and your money

Black or white

Times are bad, but we now have a chance to set our
revenue house to rlghts.

by ARTHA BEED

£
e

o Anew 1 percent security surcharge has been added on all goods in the 5 percent customs are black or white. They gott

duty bracket, goods that already attracted a 1 percent surcharge are now required to pay 3 Thisis not so much a moral heme by pr pay has their price here. The
percent. judgement, huramyrowml[ rhc later, onl ipleof days b h credibility of th isat
o The charge for “agriculture improvements” has been raised from 5 percent to 10 percent on government’s deadline. C ) VDIS  stake, as this time the common
rice imports. escems o beworking—arecene can be chalked up asanother Nepali s really looking for some
o Export service charges have been raised on some major Nepali exports to India (posswbly as much publlc]scdcffo(llssuppmd o misstep. Political appointments in action against the people on what
a bargaining chip in the trade treaty the new charge on vegetable ha R\ﬂf 0 revenue ill always ought to be a hit lst.

oil is 10 percent, up from 5 percent; cathodes, wire bundles, billet, wire, sheets and copper illion that the authorities could u befuddle the best-i dand - d bucth

Perhap chisid appen, urthen
again, wht government hascver
admiteed failure n this marter2

b

items and zinc oxide will now be charged 6 percent; and acrylic yarns, 2 percent.
Inflation is not the only fallout of the new taxes—as prices rise and people buy less, the
incentive for industry to produce more falls rapidly, and Nepal could see a long period of mini-

planncd schemes.
“Thevery fat that the Nepali
Kathmand,

alonccan improveits credibiliy.
Perhaps th proces should st

t

bly mligned

mal growth. That means a deep recession.

VDIS update

The govemmenl has extended the date for

luntary Declaration of Income Scheme tu mid-

February 2002. It was hoped that the drive, initially planned to run from November 2001 to mid- 1h

January 2002, would bring in unaccounted-for income in the region of Rs 4.42 billion into the tax
net. Actual revenue collection in the campaign has until now been no more than Rs 442.1
million. By government estimates, about 300,000 Nepalis pay income tax and Nepal has

another 100,000 registered taxpayers.
The revenue deal was “declare
present value of wealth, or face

income and pay 10 percent of the
and possible of unde- k

espend hould be leveraged so that we can agencies, especialy th
l programs on FM latabaseoofits  revenue, A clean-up Id be th
andin the print media,but theend  residens, Thisin tselfwould trongest possibl h
resltisusully much thesame.Bu — dhathetasnecwidens—firal he  exaders Thesevereand unprecedented
forsome business groups contributing  twomillion n the V: blems i
the last-minute collctons, h source of ev 1 facing can be tued into an opporu-
p d nityon this count. Even as cxpenscs are
abysmal. horiy clar. Th fonsinthe  soaringd d spendi
‘The ollctions translactoabour  taxhavens thatarethe by-knesof the  securiry, I
ysnazzy n city need o bebroughtintothener,  dwindled ask hemsel

vehiclesthat zp around Kathmandu
rondsand the 0.5 hectare of and chat

and then we need to urgently addressa
moremacro-evel s, thatof policial

facing mountinglosses,
“There cannotbea more opportune

clared property.” The campaign has had a flip side—essentially, the government is supposed to
have sent letters to businesses and business leaders who are already taxpayers ‘reminding”
them about the deal, in addition to bombarding the media with adverts hinting that every one
who owns a three-story house or a car (even on a bank loan) was a defaulter. “They were
harassing the same few who already pay the taxes,” a businessman told us. “We only hope they
send similar reminders to their own colleagues in the party and in government this time.”

ha Darbar. Enough said
Th:\\hnl:pomr isthat we getinto
inthe questfor

fundingand islegi
“The publicis waiting for the
hemuch publ

momenttoact. This might be the st
chanc orthegoremment o e

numbers,we forget he aionale

P order. i misces he
listoftop evadersand the probable  boatnow, perh

behind theinitiative.
had lotosayaboutthe echnicalityof
the Voluntary Dechration of Income

action tharwill beaken againstthem,  in thesesct ymore. §
“The gossipatcockail partesischat

peoplearegecingibeinanes akenoff  Readers can post their views
at com

larlyk VDIS.

thelist by the corridors

MICROHARD

1 Microhard is a US based multinational company with 12 [
| location in USA, Canada and India. Microhard is proud o |g
announce the opening of its first training Center in Nepal,

inches Nepal afions

Courses ofered by u:
. MCSE/MCSD
. Basic Java/Advanced Java
. Oracle B (i) and Develojiper 2000
. Diploma in Computer Application
. Diploma in Network Tecnology
. Diploma in Client Server/E-Commerce Technologies
. MS SQL Server 7.0/MS-Access/VB etc.

W 2002. Our stall number is c68. Only training center in
1 Nepal with online classes and 100% certified Faculties.

MICROHARD™

‘The gateway to your solutions.

Durbar Marg, Next to SBI Bank, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: 223-500/249-244

E-mail-kathmandu@microhard.com
Website: waw.microhard.comwww.microhardindia.com

1
1
1
1
Visit our center o avail free ticket to CAN INFOTECH :
L
1
1
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Strong words. And words that will be very damaging for Nepal.
Government officials admit that the exit of Indosuez will further
damage investor confidence in the country at a time when foreign
investment is the only hope of kick-starting the economy. The
Indosuez divestment is being closely watched by investors for
signs of the government's seriousness (or lack thereof) in other
privatisation and investment projects.

The possibility of an out-of-court settiement in the Indosuez
case has not yet been ruled out because the battle is essentially
over who gets how much. Should there be no settiement, Indosuez
may be headed for a longer-than-expected delay to sell and exit,
which would be a sign for other potential foreign investors why
they should not come to Nepal.

Credit Agricole made up its mind to divest after trying for three
years to convince the government to increase its share of ownership.
Otherwise Nepal Indosuez was just not worth the trouble, given that
the French group had already closed shop in even larger markets like
Malaysia as a part of its international consolidation efforts.

When it began its selling efforts in July 2001, Indosuez wrote to
the central bank seeking its clarification on if it should first offer its
shares to its main Nepali promoter partners: state-owned insurer
Rastriya Beema Sansthan (RBS) and Rastriya Banijya Bank (RBB).
A 1995 rule bars individuals and institutions to own more than 10
percent stock in a bank. RBB and RBS already owned 15 percent
each of Nepal Indosuez.

The central bank wrote back giving a yes-and-no answer that it
should make the offer, but the two could not buy because of the
10% rule. Credit Agricole wrote to the NRB again seekmg amore
straight forward answer. The Rastra Bank sent a *

gations by some RBS shareholders.

Not banking on Nepal

Finally in November Nepal Indosuez wrote again the governor of
the central bank almost begging for a straight-forward answer on if
the RBS and RBB could buy or not. The central bank wrote back
quoting Directive Number 8, issued under the financial sector
reform initiative which lays down ownership rules.

And just when it was looking like Indosuez was about to get
along with its deal with Prithvi Bahadur Pande” and his consortium,
the Chaudharys stepped into the scene. Indosuez is trying to
offload its 50 percent holding of 849,922 shares at Rs290 million.

text—N

saying that the RBB and RBS could not increase their holdings.
Then in August Nepal Indosuez wrote to its promoter partners
about its desire to sell and sought their opinion on the Rastra
Bank rule.

RBB tried to seek government approval for buying, but did not get it
because it was essentially bankrupt with a negative nett worth of
nearly Rs 10 billion. On the other hand, RBS did not like the condi-
tional offer, but there were questions about the insurer’s lack of
banking experience. More paper passed between the three
organisations, including some requests for anti-corruption investi-

matters s th

I's moribund
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financial sector with a steady erosion of the Rastra Bank's regulatory
role due to increased political interference and patronage after 1990.

Even the private banking scene may not be as rosy as it is seen
from the outside. According to banking and auditing sources, of all
the 15 commercial banks in operation only one, Standard Chartered
Bank, is fully sound because it complies with standards even more
stringent than the central bank’s new directives. The other is
Indosuez which, despite some risky exposures because of consor-
tium loans, is still said to be sound. Two other private banks are
financially so-so, but the rest are ailing. ¢

INTERVIEW

“The government needs to take the private sector into confidence.

Rabi Bhakta Shrestha is president of the FNCCI, and
managing director of the NE Group, whose interests include
the joint venture with Hindustan Lever. Nepali Times spoke
with him recently on the business climate of the country,
and the need for professionalism in business and
transparency in government.

Nepali Times: Youive taken over the Federation of Nepalese Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FNCCI) at atime when doing business in
Nepal is becoming more difficult than ever. How does it look from your
seat?

Rabi Bhakta Shrestha: The last few months have, I think, been the most
diffiult time in our living memory. Things are difficult not only for us, but
for the entire country. Things are unclear, we cannot say how long this
difficult phase will last. Our worry is that government does not have the
money to pay for security and if security doesn't improve, we can't say how
bad things will get. Indusiry can't withstand any more taxes because we've
already had a very bad year. Government should worry more about
providing stable governance and a predictable polity. We need political
commitment to rebuild the economy, and no government can run when the
economy is in tatters.

NT: What are the three most important improvements needed?

RBS: The three top things that need a prioriy solution, in my view, are: a)
improvement in the security atmosphere—there should be a solidly felt
perception that the security situation has improved; b) the credibility of the
government's policies—matching deeds with words—should be proven by
implementation and good goverance; and c) the government should
guarantee that the policies once made will be continued for a reasonable
period of time. Moreover, the government should take the private sector
into confidence before revising economic policy, which needs to be done,
taking into account the current situation.

NT: Are you hopeful things will improve in the medium-term?

RBS: | am a born optimist. | think things cannot get any worse. Now, they
should start to improve. | hope the government, politcal parties, the
industry and business community, and civil society have all learnt their
lessons. Realising the consequences of our past mal-performance, we
should proceed with new vigour.

NT: Isnit part of the problem the unprofessional approach of even those
said to be captains of industry?

RBS: One can always blame the entrepreneurs. Even when government
policy abruptly changes and a venture that was a good proposition until
yesterday becomes unviable today, one can blame the entrepreneur and
say ‘why couldn't they forecast the change in policy'. Having said that, | do
not feel everything s allright with our businessmen or “captains of
industry”, as you call them. The lack of professionalism in business is also
due to our government policies, and social beliefs, and our value system.
Itseems not to reward professionalism.

NT: What is the FNCClis position on financial sector reforms?

RBS: No doubt, these are needed. Our banks and other financial institu-
tions should be made to follow modern rules and norms. But we need to
make our institutions capable of following them. The Nepal Rastra Bank
unilaterally, without proper discussion and deliberation, brings out such
policies. But we are the party most affected, we think our genuine concerns
should be heard, we should be consulted before being surprised with some
new initative. The NRB's policy implementation needs to be transparent
and accountable.

NT: Butisnit reforming the financial sector the first step towards
improving the investment climate?

RBS: No doubt, but bringing in stringent, idealistic rules and procedures
alone will not improve the investment climate. The key is implementing
policies and good governance. Besides, there are questions of security
and other incentives—why should investors come to Nepal if they get
better deals in India and China?

NT: How are your own businesses, including your joint ventures,
doing?

RBS: My business, like the entire Nepali economy, is suffering from the
recession. Our business volume is down, especially in our joint venture,
Nepal Lever Limited. Exports of toothpastes and soaps have gone down.

NT: Whatis the FNCCI doing aboutits other probleméthe renewal of the
Nepal-India trade treaty?

RBS: We have been working with our partner organisation, the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industries (CII), on this front. Had the government taken our
proposal seriously in the first instance, | think the problem would have
been solved by now. But bygones are bygones, and we are siill working with
the CII. The FNCCI-CII Joint Economic Committee is meeting this week.
The Indian prime minister's visit to Nepal and what he said during the
'SAARC Summit indicate that things can be sorted out by 5 March.

NT: You had an audience with the king recently, what did you talk

RBS: It was a great learing experience for me and | am deeply indebted
to His Majesty for the opportunity. | biefed His Majesty about the business
and economic situation in the country. He was very worried about the
economy and said that we are all first Nepalis and then businessmen, and
itis in the interest of all of us to make things better together. He seemed
fully aware of our national ills and we discussed possible corrective
measures.

NT: Did you discuss business? The king also was in business until
some time ago, how do you assess his understanding of the problems
you now face?

RBS: We did not discuss any particular business. The discussion was
focused on the overall business climate. | found His Majesty very keen to
learn about the problems faced by Nepali businesses and the concerns of
people in business. He has a very good grasp of the issues facing Nepal
and its businesses. His Majesty time and again stressed the need to put
out national duties and obligations frst,
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£ Australian cinema is fresh and exciting, among the

b best in the world. Kathmanduites can get more thana
taste of it. In celebration of Australia Day, the
Australian Embassy in Kathmandu is hosting a
festival of contemporary Australian films from 26-28
January 2002 at the Russian Cultural Centre. The
features and short films were selected from a package
prepared by the Australian Film Commission called
The Embassy Roadshow. The Roadshow aims to
provide an insight into Australia, its landscapes and
multi-cultural lifestyle, its politics, society and culture.

Says Crispin Conroy, Australia’s Ambassador to
Nepal: “Australian arts and artists have much to say
and many unique ways to say it. Australia’s physical
isolation, rich indigenous artistic traditions and
diverse cultural influences have created a whole range
of vibrant new art to share with the world. The
Australian films featured in the Embassy Roadshow
reflect these infuences: indigenous culture and
spectacular Australian bush scenery in the Yolngu Boy
and Italian immigrant culture in Looking for
Alibrandi.”

The international commercial success in the 1990s
of films such as The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of
the Desert, Strictly Ballroom, Muriel’s Wedding and

movement unravels. Young Joc has

butaworker's revolution, Her
stream of letters to her idol, Joseph
dand

goneover tothe establishmentand
evolves cerilyintoa replica ofhis

facher.Joanb Jail

astrength and selflessness thatiis

the core of is being. Veteran

Australian actor, Jack Thompson,
helonelness that e

and more desperate s her world of
idealsdisintegrates. Children of the
Revolution strs Judy Davis, who

Woody Alen calls“probably the
i her

a
beneath the surface of Harry's

Shine updated the profile of Australia—no more
do overseas audiences associate it just with the
lunatic Mad Max films or the haunting 1970 film
Walkabout (made, ironically, by an Englishman,
Nicholas Roeg). Ask anyone now what they think
of Australian cinema and the adjectives
“offbeat” and “wacky” start to get overused.

As for Australian-nurtured talent in
Hollywood, this year's Golden Globe Awards
provided proof again, if it were needed, that
Hollywood is seeing a brilliant southern
invasion—Moulin Rouge won the award for best
motion picture (musical or comedy), Nicole
Kidman won best actress (musical) for her turn
in the same film, and Russel Crowe bagged the
best actor award for his splendid portrayal of
the lost, disturbed mathematics genius

John Nash.

All screenings will be at the Russian Cultural
Centre, 26-28 January. Tickets, Rs 50 per
ing, are available at the i

Embassy in Banshari and the Radisson Hotel.
All proceeds from ticket sales will be donated
to a local charity. Children under 18 will not be

admitted.

can see that their paths are

diverging, When Borj gocs too fr

and finds himselfon the wrong side

of the law, Lorrpu must weigh his

own future against saving that of his
)

8y
cultureis portrayed with sensiivity
and clariy, and shows us thatthe

friend. He persuad
trek o Darwin, to argue Botj's case

with a tribal leader. Leaving behind
d the

reatest
generation” and who recendly
received an AFl award for best
actres for her portrayal of Judy
Garland, Sam Neill Jurassic Park)
and Academy Award winningactor,
Geoffrey Rush (Shine, Elizabeth).
The Sum of Us (below) is the

p i
simplyan actoflove.

“The Yolngu Boy describes the
collision of the new world and the
oldestliving cul hth

theirkinship
boys journey through unforgiving
wilderness to Darwin. To survive,
Lorrpu, Botjand Milika must draw
oL

of the Australian Aborigines.
Lorrpu, Batjand Milikaare three
teenagers of the Yolngu tribe who

poignanctaleofafacherand his  once shared achildhood dream of
son. Harry isawidowerand lives ~ becominggreat hunters together.
with his 20-somett Jef.  Butthings changeandd

Bothare looking for love. Harry
carches for i parines througha

Stalin, do not go unnori
aftera briefaffar, Joan returns to
Australa carrying his child. “Young
Joe”,as the child iscalled, i Joan’s
hope or the furure of Australiaand
worker'sliberation. Ever the

omineerine nd conoll

P e
searches for the love of his e in
the gay pubs of Sydney. Inan
endearingdisplay of facherly ove
and understanding, Harry accepts
hisson’s sexuality—to the poinc of
being meddlesomein his son’slove

mother, Joan stage crafts young,
Joe's life, taking him along o the
political demonstrations of the day
and riding high on his rrests and
periodicimprisonment, But
children have wills of cheir own,

he festival kicks off with
Children of the Revolu-
tion (above and top), an

avant-garde film about the
communist movement in Australia.

affairs. With the backdrop of the
famous Gay Mardi Gras n Sydney,
JefFfallin love. Harry too, but
witha woman who does not share
Hary's qualites of tlerance and
understanding, In one of is first
films, Russell G Jays b

and when Young]

“The film follows the fictitious e path, Joan can do nothing, Parallc
of Joan Fraser, a P d ith the di i i
woman, who dreamt of nothing

Joan's
personal life,the communist

impressive thespian range in his
portrayal ofthe eay going, warm-
hearted JefFwho faces tragedy with

Screening Schedule

Date Show Time Film
25 Jan 1730HRS
26 Jan 1430HRS
26 Jan 1440HRS
27 Jan 1100HRS Oops

27 Jan 1110HRS The Yolngu Boy
27 Jan 1500HRS Moz:

27 Jan 1510HRS

Oops
The Sum Of Us

27 Jan 1800HRS Hoppin’Mad
27 Jan 1810HRS Hotel Sorrento
28 Jan 1800HRS Mozzie

28 Jan 1810HRS

Children Of The Revolution

Looking For Alibrandi

My Mother Frank

Duration
114 Mins
6 Mins
100 Mins
6 Mins
100 Mins

100 Mins
7 Mins
112 Mins
8 Mins
110 Mins

become harder toatuin. Botjis
“walking on the wild side”,alost
soulin search ofa place. Milika s
more interested in sporeand girls
chan in the traditional knowledge
heis being taught. Only Lorrpu,

whosill cares about their dream,

o ftheancient
bush knowledge they were taughtas
boys, Botjs unique strectinstinct
and mostimportantly,on the bonds
oftheirfriendship.

Looking for Alibtandi
(above), based on the bestselling
tites-of-passage novel by Melina
Marchetua, revolvesaround Ialian-
Australian Josephine—or Josie—
Alibrand (Pia Miranda),aseniorat
high school. There has never beena
manin Josic’s life—now thereare

three.Josephine’s acher, played by

W

Anthony LaPaglia,lefi when Josic’s
mother Christina (Greta Scacchi)
wasan unmarried pregnant
teenager. Heis now backin town
Josie decides to getto know him
better, and he gets increasingly
involved in her ife. Meanwhile,
John Barton, polished, ich and
bound for law school, s romani-
callyinterested in her, as s Jacob
Coote,ahandsome working class
boy who moves herin ways she
never thought possible. Meanwhile,
the fiercely smart Josicisalso
waging war on family tadition, the
snobsat the wealthy private school
whetesheis ascholarship student,
and those who question her mixed
identity. Setin Sydney's vibrant
Talan-Australian commaunity,chis
emotionally charged film follows
the feisty heroine’s struggle to
balance the pressures of school,
family and friends, while at the
same time, coming to understand
herself

Hotel Sorrento, relased
intcnationally as Sorrento Beach, is
based on the acclaimed play by
Austraian writer Hannic Rayson.
‘Wal Moynihan ia reired widower
wholivesinascaside town in
Victoria, Australia with his oldest
daughter Hilary and her son Troy
inahouscaffectionately nicknamed
Hotel Sorrento. His youngest,
Pippa, hasjustreturned from avisic
to New York to explore setting upa
chain of American sandwich
franchises in Australia. Meanwhile
in London, the middle daughter
Meg hasjust been nominated for

oy Pl g

the Booker Prize,fora thinly-veiled
autobiography, Melancholy. Meg
and her Engish husband argue
about Australia’s cultural identity

vis-vis Britan, while back n
Sortento, the family’s conversation
focuseson things American, and the
threat to Australan values News of
Meg's nomination filters through to
an excited town, butas weekend
residents Marge (played by Joan

d devoury relis erwh

Plowright) and her

magazine editor friend Dick go to

Sorrentoto find out more, tragedy
ikes—Wal i

Frank onward, even whentscems
asifthings can’t get any worse.
How Frank handlesthis, and other

hopes to revitalise her life witha
university degree. Herlong-

thewake of this s uncasy
o el overshadonen

sister

Warm Felicitations
on the auspicious occasion
of the National Day
of Australia

Radisson Hotal Kathmandu
PO, Box 2269, Lazimpat, Kathmandu,
Tel ;41 |1818,423888

Cwned by Orientsl Hateks Ltd

‘ Radlhum

suffein David, thinks  setbacks, becomesan inspiration to
thebeach. The fmily reunionin ~ ita greatidea. Undil, thatis,she  thoscaround her whowantto
h  amivesachisuniversitycampusand  change their lives butareaftaid to
d lashes with from teachers  take the chance. Wiitten and
toherfellow students. Frankethe-  directed by inni
‘Worier becomes Frank-the- filmmaker Mark Lamprell (Babe:
Warior, engaged in warfarewith  Pigin the City), My Mother Frank
the fearsome Professor Mordock  was produced by Phacdon Vass
(Sam Neill), whosetsbeforchera  (Cosi) and shot by renowned
road fraught with trals and cinematographer Brian Breheny
obstacles, Buta peculiarbrandof  (The Adventures of Priscill,
anarchic courage keeps pushing Queen of the Deserr). ¢

underappreciated by the others.
Meanwhile Marge and Dick have
opened upa discusion Australian
culture and expatriatsm, unwit-
tingly challenging the lfe choices of
everyonein the family, even as they
prepare o face the uture,

My Mother Frank, an official
slection at the 2000 Berln Film
Festival, shows that coming ofage
can happen atany time. Frances
Kennedy,aka Frank, is played by
Sinead Cusack, acclaimed for her
workwith directors such as
Bernardo Bertolucci and Franco
Zeffereli Frank s an over-

protective, cantankerous, forgetful

Greetings from
Australta
on

Austratian day
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A touch of Australia at

In Celebration of Australia Day,
Real Australian meats and wines at the
Rox Restaurant and Bar

Hyatt Regency Kathmandu 491234

UNITED COLORS
OF BENETTON.

Jumsal, Rani Pokharl, Kathmondu, Nepal Tel: 221454, 256574 Fax: 471823
Pakhoro: Baidam, Lokeside Tel: 32149
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a leading software developer, recently
released a new version of their pupmar online real time bankmg
system, Pumori Plus. The system is currently installed in 11 commer-
cial banks and eight finance companies in the country. Pumori Plus 11l
is a modular function, which allows a diverse array of operations to be
performed a lot faster than many of us are used to, such s issting
import/export Letters of Credit and guarantees, telebanking, any
branch banking, account reconciliation, budgeting and Nepal Rastra
Bank reporting.

The software will be demonstrated at CAN Info-Tech 2002, and
can also be looked up at http:/www.pumoriplus.com. Mercantile says
Pumori Plus IIl is probably the first banking software in Nepal to
incorporate biometrics technology and smart cards to authenticate
users for access toits database and software.

All the news that’s fit to read

F-::rget

Sk P--n.*:-tll.-

Y.
Washington Post delivered to their doorsteps. Or, for !hal ‘matter, The New York Post, the Los Angles
Times, the Boston Globe and twenty other dailies from the US, Le Monde and International Herald
Tribune from Paris, the Moskovskaya Pravda from Moscow the Mainichi Shiumbun from Tokyo, or any of
200 newspapers from around the globe.
Bazaar Intemational, a Thamel-based company that supplies most international magazlnes in Nepa\
has started this new Internet-age print-on-d d service in with

company. The technology is very simple—as soon as a newspaper goes to press, a digital version o' lhe
entire edition is also sent in high quality format to NewspaperDirect servers at com. Once
itis there, it can be downloaded and printed at any of the company’s partner's anywhere in the world.

What do the print versions have that a newspaper's online edition doesn't? Everything that a local
resident—or someone planning to move the paper's home-base would need—vacancy information,
adverts and classifieds pages. Many newspapers also do not put their opinion columns

online, which alone sometimes makes it worthwhile:
to print on demand, not to mention the ease of
reading and filing value of print editions.

Bazaar International has already installed a
high quality tabloid-size laser printer, and since —
the entire operation is digital, you can have your
personal copy of The Wall Street Journal with your
name emblazoned across the top. It isn't cheap—
between Rs 195 and Rs 400, depending upon the

Sjjadentst

CAN Info Tech Ver 8.0

GAURAB RAJ UPADHAYA

s that time of the year again.

For the cighth year ina row,

CAN Info Tech 2002isin the
city, opening to the public today at
the Birendra International Conven-
tion Centreand runs until 29
January. There will be over 60
exhibitorsand the organisers expect
100,000 visiors. Tomorrow, 26
January, the [T conference
accompanying the show opens, with
morethan 30 speakersand 200
participants.

“Theorganisers, the Computer
Association of Nepal, seem to be as
energeticas ever, notaffected by
the emergency or the global
slowdovn in IT. Interestingly,
chere will be exccutives from
international brands than at any
previous CAN show. Brotherand
Olivetti ding top-level

EL PAT®

ne lanms
e

excautives to Nepal, and Canon's
general manager for princing will
also be flying in from Japan.
Canon’s local partner, [EC, is
very excited and even sponsored
the gate at the conference venue
at the last moment.

Buthe biggest name we will

hing ofa coup for

onference
26 and 27 January, 2002
BICC, Kathmandu, Nepal.

w.itconference.org.np

Get a glimpse of the inroads the
21+ century is making i m Nepal

he confe

Alsoon theagenda

CAN—is thechairman of Temenos,
theworld’s top banking sofware
company. George Koukis will

number of pages, although subscribers will get
cheaper copies.

——
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Kath P i I Classi

The Classival Guitar Society of Nepal

&
Hotel Yak and Vet

Music for World Peace

From Thailand
‘Woratep Rattano-Umpawan
265th January at pm

From Germany
Thomas Schettki
27th January af 4pm

From Japan

Ticket Rates :
£ day Rs. 400 per person
2 days R 700 per person

Ticket Rs 2.

I Guitar
26th and 27th Jaruary 2002 at 4pm

From Liechtenstein (Europe)
26ith Jansary at 5:1 Spm
From the hest country Nepal

27th January at Sprm

Master Luthier, Yuichl Lmal
will showease his handerated gustar

Guitar Workshop

27t Jamary between 10 )n’hm ta 12:30 pn

(ETTEY

Leon Koudelak

deliverakey chon the
opening ceremony, which high-
lighted the trendsin global banking

this yearis raising awareness about
IT education in Nepal. The
government's decision to train
50,000 peoplein IT competence ac
diffrentlecls nthee years,as

1l as th I lincrease in

software.

“The Inernational IT Confer-
ence srics that sarted at lat year's
CanInfo Tech isalso doing well
chis year, with some 30 speckers
from 10 countrics. Public parcicpa-
tion atth illalso be

investmentin the IT education
sector i the past year have both
contributed to this. Sofoware
colleges may even put up astronger
showing than most raders, who say
that the strict implementation of
VAT hosburt

higher than last year, when people
had tobe puled, pushed and
cajoled tosign up for the confer-
ence, Lasse Laaksonen, president of
the Finnish [nBitOn Oy, which
develops IT software i turnkey
projectsand performs quality
management consulting,will stress
Nepal's potential to export
softwarein his keynote addressat

Thetotal turnover of the I
industry in 2001 is cstmated at Rs
3 billion (sbout $40 million), and
though computer sales have

decreased, the sale of services, such
asnetworking hasincreased.
Growth in the sector i the last
year has beenawhopping 25
percent compared with the same
period the previous year. Most
visitors o the first CAN Info Tech
in 1995 were dichard enthusiasts
whosimply went to gnwk at
computers. This year, it sccms that
anyone with the remotestinterest
inIT s going to be there. You may
ot wanta Pentium 4, you may not
be signing up for classcs, but the
show is worch avisit regardless—
ifonly to get a glimpsc of the
inroads the 21 century is making
inNepal. ¢
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Welcomes you
NEW FRENCH COURSES SESSION
February 12 to April 26 2002 3
®REGULAR COURSE-50 howr, 1 nour evary day, Monday 1o Friday
& ORAL COURSE 50 hours, T os sy Gy, ey o iy
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=
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iDppossts Rotary Club) Phons: 241163, 342832

Joining the US-led “war on terror”” means
ignominious choices for Pakistan.

“nuclearasets” fallinginto “evil
hands’,ofis “foolproofcustodial

control” Pakisan's eported evacuation
of some Pakistani Talcban, and he plea

aken wellcither, Yunus Qanun, the
interior inister of the Afghan interim
governmen, hasalready alleged thacbin
Laden must beunder IS! protection.
Meanwhile, thewar has hi the
country’seconomy hard. Billionsof
dollrsof loans and grants can hardly
compensarefor thelong:term damage.
Finance Miniser Shavkat Aviz cstimates
the crisis triggered by the war could
cost the country up to $2.5 billion.
Pakistan is trying to get its $37
bilion external debt witten off, but

forthe safery of those n custody was ot

Line of Contention

NEW DELHI - As intemational pressure mounts on ndia o resume
dialogue with Pakistan over Kashmir, New Delhi is likely to push for
a conversion of the Line of Control (LoC), which now divides the
disputed territory, into an international border. Both Pakistan
President Gen Pervez Musharraf and Foreign Minister Abdus Sattar
have said publicly that the LoC is the problem, and not the solution
to the 55-year-old dispute. India and Pakistan both see the merger
of undivided Kashmir into their own countries as the only solution.
‘The current military standoff on this border is the latest episode in a
saga of uncompromising hostility. In 1994, India’s parliament passed
aresolution reiterating that “all of Kashmir, including the region
beyond the LoC, now occupied by Pakistan, is an integral part of
India.” Musharraf has said that Kashmir is the unfinished business
of the partition. Yet, each of the three wars the South Asian
neighbours have fought over Kashmir, since partition and independ-
ence from British India in 1947, have only lent greater legitimacy to
the LoC. The LoC first took shape as the ceasefire line (CFL),
drawn up after both countries’ armies fought each other to a
standstill in January 1949 in the princely state of Jammu and
Kashmir. India’s army was superior, but stopped its advance along
what became the CFL as it represented a natural divide between
Kashmiri-speaking people and Mirpuris, who are ethnically and

of Punjabi stock. Historian Ajit Bhattacharya says
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The global citizens’ movement opposes
market-driven corrorate globalisation—not
globalisation itself.
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India’s first prime minister, the Kashmiri Jawaharlal Nehru, was
keenly aware of the ethnic divide which manifested itself politically
in support for the secular National Conference party in the Srinagar
valley, in contrast to the dominance of the Muslim Conference on
the Pakistan side of the CFL. Nehru's military plan had the tacit
support of Sheikh Abdullah, founder of the National Conference and
father of present Chief Minister Faroog Abdullah. (ps)

Argentinean “orlhodoxy”

BUENOS AIRES - Argentina's President Eduavdo Dunalde spoke
out last week against the “asymmetrical” global policies he said
have translated into trade protectionism for the industrialised North
and trade liberalisation for the developing South. Duhalde said he
would not follow the IMF's prescriptions for pulling his country out
of its deep crisis, but would present the multilateral organisation
with an alternative development plan. If the IMF does not offer the
assistance Argentina needs, Duhalde said “we'll see how we
manage.” Shortly after Duhalde's comments, Claudio Loser, director
of the IMF's Western Hemisphere Department, said “in the context
of a coherent economic programme like that being discussed in
Argentina, the support of the IMF would be a reasonable outcome.”
Loser said the Fund is going out on a limb to support Argentina, but
didn't mention hos much money such assistance might entail.
Duhalde’s spokesman Eduardo Amadeo said the economic pro-
gramme being drawn up by the administration is founded on strong
“orthodox” lines. Duhalde believes Argentina should have modified
its economic model three years ago, when there was a cash
surplus, instead of fo\lowmg the \MF wmch was “part of the
problem.” The present admir

model similar to the Chilean one, involving features of an open
economy in some areas, and a protectionist economy in others,
particularly domestic production. Duhlade has been calling since
1996 for an end to the currency board that pegged the Argentine
peso to the US dollar at one-to-one parity, a law that was scrapped
last week. Duhalde also said his administration is studying meas-
ures to roll back some restrictions on access to deposits in order to
jump-start the economy. (IPs)
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clearly bringus dm together,and hisis
allfor the good. These global ctzensare,
instead, anti-inequity, anti-poverty, anti-
injustce, and pro-solidarity, pro-
environmentand pro-democracy. They
refusethe “Washingron Consensus”vision
of how the world should work. Often
unjustly accused of “having nothing to
propose’ theyare,on the contrary,
constantly refining theirarguments and
theircounter-proposals

Sofarthecitizens' movementwants o
remainamovement,Ieis not tmpred to
transform isclfinco  poliical party, much
lessa “revolutonary” party, and ts
members come from avaricty of pary

and thecarth—noron the parcof the G-8
governmentsand the EC, nor thatof
muldateral insctutions ke the World
Bank, the IMF, the WTO, nor
ransnational corporations,the financial
marketsand their numerous lobbies that
haveasumed unprecedented sway over
human ffir.
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freedom of radeinall goodsand servicesac
the expenseofvery human values mpant
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services the dismantling of welfare ares
where they cxistand policcs o make ther
impossiblewhere they do not; massiveand
accelerating destruction of the carth, s
dlimatcand creatures. Al thisin the name
ofafraudulent “ffciency” increased
profs,and o-alled “sareholdervale”
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Marxists or fascists?

Prem Budathoki in Sanghu, 21 January

At one time, the Maoists were populist. Citizens, intellectuals and
politically conscious people supported their actions, and wished that
their total revolution would be swiftly achieved. Today, the same
people have nothing but disgust and hostility for the way the Maoists"

into murder There is no
reason for this other than the indiscriminate murder spree of unarmed
citizens that they have undertaken.

Not a day goes by without the Maoists murdering someone in
some part of the country. They blow up peoples’ homes, and looting
and plunder have become commonplace. There are no clear indica-
tions that the Maoists are behind these inhumane acts, but they are
being carried out in the name of the Maoist cause. Teachers have
been dragged out of their classrooms and shot, people observing the
funeral rites of their parents have been spat at and killed, elderly
people who were baby-sitting grandchildren at home have been killed,
teachers walking to school have been taken to a secluded spot and
killed, people have been woken from their sleep and killed after being
tortured. At the rate they are going, there will be a hundred thousand
innocent citizens who will have been hunted down by the Maoists.

The Maoists attacked army bases and took on the Royal Nepal
Army. But killing unarmed civilians is not victory, it is a sign of defeat.
Itis cowardice for an armed person to kill an unarmed person. How
many people are they going to kill in the offensive they declared on 23
November? The killing of unarmed civilians—for whatever cause—
can never be excused. Civilised society will never support the
murder ol cmzens it will despise it.

ist movement awlhe firsti

Death toll

Jana Ekata, 21 Janary
“The human rights organisa-
tion INSEC has put out s
latest ally of the death toll
since the state of emergency
was declared on 26 November
until 13 January—the rights
group says 679 people have
been killed in action by the
sccurity forces, and 178 have
zbeen killed by Maoists.
2 Amongthose killed by the
=Maoists were 65 policemen,
35 soldicrs, three Maoists
Zthemselves, 19 political
Bworkers, ive students, five
labourers,six teachers, 31
civilians, one prisoner and
two social activists.

Among those killed by
sccurity forces are: 620
“Maoists,” two political
workers, two studens, three
labourers, 11 farmers, one
teacher, 26 civilians and five
social activists.

Asof 16 January, the
goupaays b 440 ‘Maoists

dand 2,258

UML proposal

Budhabar, 17 January

Excerpts from che unity
proposal put forward by the
UML to the

ML

1. There will be a commit-
ment to take the party forward
on the basis of the Janata Ko
Baudaliya Byawastha (People’s
Multi-Party Democracy)
approved by the Fifth National
Convention of the party.

2 There will be a commit-
ment o abide by the policics,
decisions and work-plan
approved by the party's Sixth
Convention.

3. Following te-unification,
allactivities of the parey will be
conducted under the UML
banner and the documents
approved by the M-L's national
convention will be secured and
stored as party property.

4. Comrades would be
fitted into all UML parcy
committees from the centre to
the cell level, as needed, by re-

suspects were taken into
custody.

Budhabar, 17 January

Inan actempt to cut off the
food supplies of the Maoists,
food can only be transported
into Pyuthan, Dang, Rolpa,
Rukum and Salyan districts of
the Rapti Zone with the

in the Indi inent during the Naxali
ment of the 1970s. In other countries, such muvders were either
banned or never tolerated. But even the Naxalites limited their targets
to class enemies. Rich people were not killed for their political beliefs.
But our Maoists are killing everyone who does not agree with them,
not just class enemies. They have totally forgotten the Marxist tenet
that you cannot change ideas by force and intimidation. Ideas are
changed through debate and discussion, knowledge and philoso-
phy. Changing beliefs by force and intimidation is the fascist way.
Either Nepali Maoists do not understand this, or even if they do,
they don't want to accept it. The Maoists are behaving like
fascists, not Marxists.

Most Nepalis do not want the emergency to be extended or the
terrorism ordinance [Terrorism and Disruptive Activities (Prevention)
Ordinance] turned into a law. The main opposition parties are working
towards this end. Even a faction of the ruling Nepali Congress
agrees with this. But it is obvious that the Maoists want an extension
of the emergency, otherwise why would they declare a national strike
on the day that the emergency is supposed to end? The Deuba
government is also for extending the state of emergency, and the
Maoists are helping him along. What we don't know is whether this
political convergence is a coincidence, or whether the two are being
manipulated by invisible forces.
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fihe Chicf
Distict Offcer. This
arrangement has inconven-
ienced locals because it has
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essential e

Food for thought

responsibilces wil be handed

over o individuals based on
their quali capabilities

problem has begun to take a
serious dimension, because
security officials at the
Bhalbangand Satbaria
checkposts have begun to
confiscate trucks carrying
foodstuffs if they don’t have
the required papers. Afier the
newarrangement cameinto
force last week, the price of
ticein Sulichaur, Rolpa, shot
upfrom Rs 1,250 per kilo to
Rs 1,650, The restriction on
entry of foodstuffsis under-
stood as part ofthe security
forces’attempt to put the
Maoistsata disadvantage.
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and participation.

5. Those M-L central
commitcce members not
appointed in the new (united)
committce will be made
national council membersand
be given responsibilicies in
central and local level party
committees.

6. There will bea commit-
ment to not allow another splic
in the future, s the last one has
been a major secback in the
history of the communist
movement (in Nepal).

The UMLand M-L have
already agreed not to appointa
party chairman, and the other
issues relating to re-unification
are now being discussed.

lemg in fear

‘Budhabar Sapahik, 17 January, 2002
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Lefi graph: Tax revenues colleted in one day

‘Man: And this graph shows the leakage from the exchequer's coffers n one day
FUIR Budhabar, 17January

21 January

A A
Following the emergency,
people living in the remote
villages of Nepal are seill having
trouble with the Maoists. They
fecl that the army doesn’t come
into their villages, and the
Maosts refuse to leave the
villages. The Maosts have
increased their pillaging, killing
and looting in rural areas.
Despite the emergency and the
mobilisation of the army, locals
feel more insecure than before.
Binod Prakash Shah, chairman
of the Royal Bardiya National
Park Buffer Zone Development
Area, has been accused by the
Maoists of being an army
informer. Shah, who lives in
Sainbaar village of Bagnaha
Village Development Commit-

tee, which lies about half-a-

kilometre away from an army
camp, was beaten and robbed
by the Maoists. The army was
unable to do anything even as
the Maoists fired into a fire
control zone.

“There’s no security in the
villages. Thearmy patrols
during the day. It as i they
are taunting the Maoists. At
night, hundreds of armed
Maoists come and do whatever
they like,” says Shah, who is
being treated at Bheri District
Hospital. He's worried about
returning home, since there’s
no security. Shah’s family says
the Maoists have threatened to
Kill him if some Maoist cadres
lare not released. Says
Shah: * As I recover, my
worries increase. How can [
live in constant insecurity?”

Ateacher for 32 years, Som
Prasad Choudhary, a residen of
Manpur Tapara VDC, isalsoa
victim of the Maoists. They
broke both his legs and an arm.
Two weeks after the incident,
he continues to feel insecure at
home as the Maoists continue
their violent activities in his
village. “The security forces
haven't provided any securiy.
Just patrolling the main
thoroughfares s not enough,”
says the injured Choudhary.
“The Maoists have accused
Choudhary ofincitng the ocal
youth against them, *
would I have done that? I¢'s
like disturbing a nest of
snakes,” says Choudhary.

Villagers say the security
forces limit their actvities to
regular patrols while the
Maoists roam around freely,
creating havoc in villages.
Locals are scared to inform the
forces of Maoist movement, as
they fear retaliation. In the
meantime, the Maosts are
shoring up their strength in the
villages. As a result, innocent
villagers have been caught in
booby traps laid by Maoists on
main village roads. “I was
injured by a booby trap laid on
the main thoroughfare about an
hour’s walk from the district
headquarters,”says 15-year-old
Gore Khatri, a wood-seller.
According to Khatr, the police
and army don't go to his
village, so the Maoists are
very active.

Many innocent villagers ke
Khatri have been caught in the
batele between the Maoists and
the security forces. After the
emergency was declared, a
separate treatment programme
has been set up at the Bheri
District Hospital in Nepalgunj
for victims of Maoist actions.

Development
talk

Deshantar, 20 January
AP

“The government might perhaps
find some way out of the
bloody six-year-old Maoist
insurgency to save face at the
meeting of the Nepal Develop-
ment Forum to be held in
Kathmandu and Pokhara
between 4-7 February.
Representatives of donor
agencies and countries will not

find it hard to figure out the

unoccupied hotel rooms and
airplane seats. The concern over
terrorism will perhaps hijack the
other agendas a the develop-
ment meeting,

At The Paris meeting of the
Nepal Development Forum, then
Finance Minister Mahesh
Acharya had promised big
achievements to lure the donors
into investing about Rs 1.25
billion for 2000-2001. Nepali
representatives had presented
various immediate, short-term
and long-term plansat the
meeting, identifying as major
areas of work—controlling the
insurgency and improving the law
and ordersituation, implement-
ing corruption control measures,
revamping the bureaucracy,
increasing investment in the
prioritised sectors etc.. Similarly,
the government promised to
implement poverty reduction
measures such as increasing
employment opporunities,
increasing investment in social
development areas such as
education, drinking water and
gender development, developing
rural infrastructure and decen-
tralising public expenses within a
year.

Atthat meeting, the govern-
mentalso assured donors that it
wouldstrengthen tax and
customs collection, improve
finance management, have mid-
yearly budget evaluations and
timely evaluation of donor-
funded projects, encourage the
participation ofcivilsociety and
createa friendly environment for
foreign investment in the banking
sectorand so on.

Right now, officialdom s
busvmakmgprepamuomfunhe
upcoming donors’ meeting,
governmencwill focus on gemng
supporc for the finalisation of the
tenth five-year plan document
and also nail down specifics of
the administration'’s poverty
alleviaion strategy. Nepali
officials will lso work to garner
donor support for the annual
budget revision and foreign
aid policy.

"The government has already
constituted a permanent commit-
tec under the chairmanship of
the Finance Minister to discuss
the proposed offcial agendas
with parliamentarians. Tn order
o facilitate the discussion
procedure, aco-ordination
committec and a technical
committee willalso be formed.
Various ministries will get
involved and prepare papers on
decentralisacion, administrative
reform, financial sector reform,
private sector and civil society
participation, rural development,
agriculture, education, health,
privatisation, infrastructure
development and water resources

impact of th law
and order situation of the
country—the absence of
ourists will be visible on
Kathmandu streets, and in

will also organise an exhibition
on the theme of development at
the Nepal Development Forum
meeting.
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“The sameness with sameness”

Sundarijal today

Nepali Times is serialising in this space every

fortnight. The diary covers the period
immediately following BP’s return to Nepal

reconciliation” between the monarchy and pro-
democracy forces. In these entries, BP is trying
to get over his depression and loneliness—
especially his remorse at not saying farewell
properly to his wife, Sushila. The diary, written
in English is available on microfilm at the
Madan Puraskar Library in Patan and the
Jawaharlal Nehru Museum and Library in New
Delhi. It was donated by senior advocate
Ganesh Raj Sharma.

Monday, 3rd January 1977

Sundarijal

I will no more write about my loneliness—this utter loneliness which can
be compared with the choking void that only death can leave behind. But
if I don't write about it, then | don't know what | can write about. Every-
thing is submerged under this sense of utter loss. Reality is this, other
things are make-believe. There is no substance to things. | mustn't permit
myself this weakness. But is it weakness really, if it is so powerful?
Well, well, remember “If, and try like a man.

room. Itis real bed tea for me because | like it in bed. GM says that in
Banaras also it is the bed tea time—Sushila must be presiding over it,
the entire household gathers there and discusses every topic under the
sun while tea goes round the conjugation by tur and repeatedly.
Everyone takes at least two glasses of tea—Sushila takes minimum 3
glasses. Many say that we Koiralas have developed the morning tea
function into a kind of an institution. GM who partakes in the ceremony,
even by way of curiosity, starts sharing the Koirala myth and gradually
turns into being a Koirala himself. Koirala is not a family name. Itis a

As | lay brooding in my cell, | suffer from pangs of regret—upset that
| couldn't properly say farewell to Sushila. At Patna airport there was a
big crowd of people who had come to see me off. | was taken up by
them. Sushila was among the ladies—wives of my friends. When
departure was announced people thronged around me—some pressed
my hand, some garlanded me, some touched my feet, some offered
flowers, some just wept, and JP [Jayaprakash Narayan, Indian politician]
hugged me; but Sushila was far behind. As | was about to cross the
custom barrier Sushila came forward, some friends helped her to find a
passage—and and | said “Hello, Sushila”, and then | patted both her
cheeks. That was not a proper farewell. As a matter of fact except with
JP, I didn’t bid proper goodbye to anybody much less to Nanu, Prakash,
Ruchira, Sriharsha, Girija, Nona, Manisha, Bhai. Perhaps | was too
overwhelmed, a little bewildered, deeply anxious, perhaps | was
embarrassed by the demonstration of such unrequited affection and
love for me. Can you imagine the new driver, Jawahar, was weeping
and those men of the security guard in tears, and their officer sub-
inspector was shedding tears uncontrollably. As | remember the scene
that day, | feel | haven't lived in vain. Perhaps the past that | have trodden
and will tread is a correct path, but today | am filled with regret that |
couldn't say some comforting words to Sushila, some words of cheer to
Nanu and Prakash and words of encouragement to the newly married
couple Ruchira and Sriharsha, words of love and gratefulness to Girija.
and Nona. | have them all unprotected. If | could only meet them once and
instruct them! If only | could get their news—how they are faring!

4th January, 1977
Sundarijal

We take our bed tea in my cell. GM [Ganesh Man Singh] prepares itin the
room attached to his cell, and brings the whole paraphernalia to my

moral, spiritual, itis an attitude of life.
Whenin the solitary cell at Sundarijal, GM remembers Sushila and the
group who are sipping tea at Banaras—this recalling at the time of our
own solitary tea taking is an unconscious extension of the Koirala myth
by us in our cellular world at Sundarijal. | get a stab of remembrance at
the mention of Sushila—a stab that reopens the healing wound of
memory.

At Iunchnme they brought some apples, oranges, betel nuts, tin of
fish, butter, jintan. The officer told me that some people from home had
brought them. They had come in a taxi. Rosa was there, perhaps Sujata
100, Indira and who else? Rosa has given to them the telephone number
in case we need anything. The slip of paper in which she had written
the telephone number was with the officer. | could recognise the
handwriting. Then they know that we are detained here. We are kept in
strict isolation. How long will this last?

We are supplied with table lamps. But there is no writing table.
There is a small low table in my room. | place it on my wide bedstead,
and use it as a desk while | sit crosslegged on my bed. It is the same
old substantial huge bedstead which | had used for eight years during
my last incarceration here. Itis so formidable that it can take on my
head, the low table which | used as desk, then a side table and still
have a wide margin of space. The sameness is overwhelming—the
camphor tree—is there, perhaps a little taller and the spread of its
branches a little wider, pairs of mynah birds, solitary dhobini bird, a pair
of doves, the greedy sly crows, and the invisible but shrilly hooting owl
atthe onset of the night—the setting is the same and when today at the
early of the evening a full moon rose from across the big dark mountain
over an infinite sky | even remember the innumerable times when | had
seen the moon exactly like this in the same corner of the verandah. The
sameness with sameness.

Open your eyes to a
world of opportunity

Open Day at
The British Council
Sunday 27 January

10am - 4pm

Great Prizesto be won!

LT TS
DNCWORG Th
bbb d 471

Talk t
e2ft British ~ [oxeovs
H-HH COuﬂClr Click

410798
Lainchaur, next to the British Embassy
www.britishcouncil.org/nepal

Koshi Tappu Wildlife Camp
2 24 Bedded Safari Tented Camp
ial Win ffer

An opportunity to discover Koshi Tappu Wildife Camp during this
winter. An excellent alternative ta Chitwan and Bardia for nature
and wildlife lovers. Unigue possibility to experience and view
almost 400 speeies of birdlife and some of the most rare and
endangered wild games on the most peaceful and relaxing setting
in eastern Negal.

Give yourself and your family a stimulating & meaningfel break
away and far from the maddening crowd of Kathmanchs into the
lap of pure nature.

\'Dur wisit MII help to protect the hab\lii of all kinds of flora &
B p

Nmﬂhz‘r ‘with local villagers. The Iof.‘ll children can \ealn mare

you about the importance of nature in their life, please do
visit the schoals which are supported by the Camp and share
knowledae with the teachers and children,

The camp with 12 deluxe safari tents with rustic but medern
amenities including hot and cold shower, fully stocked bar and
restaurant thal and Continental culsine escorted

t serves both Nepali
by trained Naturalist’' will ensure your visit will be memorable onel
Special offer to introduce you 'Koshi Tappu Wildife Reserve’

For reservarion please contact your travel agent ar- divectly
o
rocate nepat e ud.

Kamaladi, Kathmanch
245842, Faxc 240992
E-mall: sales it promaotencpal com

EASY TIMES

It’s never heen easier to subscribe to

il

At

Just dial this mlmberaml leave your address.

043337
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES
Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITION

% Life of Boudha Stupa... and beyond Exhibition of photographs by Susan Stebbins of
the people and everyday activities around Boudhnath Stupa, and highlights of Nepal. Until
5 February, 9AM-4PM, Sammelan Hall, Shangri-La Hotel. 435741

MARTIN CHAUTARI

+ Manjushree Thapa's The Tutor of History Pandit: Bishnu Sapkota, Tribhuvan Univer-
sity. 3PM, 29 January, Martin Chautari, Thapathali. Tea will be served. Participation open to
all. Discussions will be in Nepali. chautari@mos.com.np. 256239

EVENTS
+ Himalayan Enfielders Nepal Peace Rally Kathmandu-Kurintar-Pokhara-Bandipur-
Kathmandu. 9 &10 February. For details contact himalayanenfielders@hotmail.com.
440462
# E-commerce and e-business Three-day workshops 28
January through 1 March. Contact Infocom P Ltd.
# St Augustine’s Alumni Association of Nepal Lunch get-
together at Hotel Nirvana Garden, Thamel. Rs 200 for
singles, Rs 350 per couples, Rs 550 for couple with two
children under 12. 26 January, 12 noon onwards. 439232
+  Guitar workshop by two classical guitarists. Hotel Yak &
Yeti, 27 January, 10.30AM-12.30PM. Rs 250 per head.

8999

+ Beetle Mania, tribute to George Harrison: Poolside
party with live band, DJ. Come in a Beetle, pay Rs 2,222 for as many as will fit in the car. Rs
450 per head with drink and snack. Hotel de I'Annapurna, 25 January, 3PM onwards.
221711

Music

# Songs by Corinne Arcuri blending French, English and Nepali music. With musicians
Anant Dongol, Arjun Shrestha, Alok Shrestha, Nirmal Gartaula, Prakash Sapkota, Chiran
Basnet. 31 January, 6.30PM, Alliance Francaise, Thapathali. Free entrance.

+ Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and Buddhist
gods Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400.
Nepali folk tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, hotel restaurant. Hotel
Vajra. 271545

+ Classical guitar for world peace Renowned guitarists from Thailand, Germany, Japan
and Nepal. Hotel Yak & Yeti, 26 and 27 January, 4PM. Rs 400 per day, Rs 700 whole
festival. Classical Guitar Society of Nepal and Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

EATING OUT

+ Singaporean and Malaysian food Satay, rice, soymilk dishes, curry puffs and more.
Between Jawalakhel fire station and St Mary's School. Sing Ma, the Food Court.
Foodcourt@wlink.com.np. 520004

+ Dimsum Daze Dimsum, momos, Mongolian hotpot, Tibetan delicacies all January.
Hotel Shangri-La. 435741

+ Strawberries go bananas Strawberry desserts in every restaurant. Hotel de
I'Annapurna. 221711

+ International Duck Festival Lunch and dinner duck recipes from around the world
using imported duck. Sunrise Café, Hotel Yak & Yeti, until 31 January. 248999

+ Steam Away winter blues Piping hot appetisers, soups, noodles and momos. 11AM-
6PM daily at Splash Bar & Grill, Radisson Hotel. 411818

#  Winter Specials Hot mulled wine, ratatouille-filled pancakes, Chicken hoisin. Kilroy's
of Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

+ Traditional Sekuwa with live music from Himalayan Feelings fusion band and bonfire
every Friday night. Dwarika's Hotel, Rs 555 per head. 479488

+ Between the Folds Folded pizzas, dosas, kathi rolls, pita pockets and more. 11.30AM-
midnight at The Café, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

# Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

GETAWAYS [}
+ Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an
organic farm in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Up to Rs 1,200 per
person per night including meals. aaa@wlink.com.np.
631766

+ Escape to Nagarkot Special packages for Nepalis and
expats at the The Tea House Inn. Singles Rs 800 B&B,
couples Rs 1,200 B&B. 410432, 680048

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepaliiimes.com

YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

i e

BOOKWORM
Kamaiya: Slavery and Freedom in Nepal Peter Lowe

Kathmandu, 2001

Rs700

L inpl dfrst-person ofthe

Kamaiya Freedom Movement, which emerged around the tench anniversary ofdemoc-

1y Indhcesuscined monthsof campaiging —marches i casesand peions
pressconf forced the Nepali w©

cancelthe kamaiyas'generation-decp debrs.

d Rights: ical Pe

Jane K Cowan, Marie-Bénédice
Dembour, Richard A Wilson, eds

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2001
Rs1,280

‘Dopeopleccrywhere havethesame, o cven comparbl, des bout muliularlism,
women's ights? The authors move beyond the traditional erms of che

universalism vs cultural relativism debate and through detailed case studies from Nepal,
Hawaii, France, Thailand, Botswana and Canada, explore the concreteeffects ofrights alk
and instcutions on peoplesives.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Mandala Book Pointand Danish Association for International Cooperation (MS Nepal),

Expatriates’ Handbook Guide to day-to-day
living in Nepal with pocket calendar. Available in
handicrafts shops and bookstores.

ancient Shiva cave. Hike to villages with various
ethnic groups, vantage points to Himalayas.
Comfortable accommodation, attached bath,
balcony or terraces, good food, friendly service.
Special Chinese language classes for kodari@mos.com.np. 480262.
tourism entrepreneurs. Orient Centre for
Learning, Dhobi Dhara. 441275 The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 15
Vacancy UK charity in Nepal seeks outgoing, percent off-season discount. 266433,
motivated and self-directed individual, fluentin
English and computer literate, to assistin
promoting the charity's activities among partner
organisations. Applications by e-mail (Word
attachment) only to ukcharity@nepalimail.com.

The Borderlands Resort For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses and
many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.

Reflexology Technique of applying pressure to www.borderlandresorts.com.
the feet, reduces stress, promotes relaxation
and good health. buddhasfeet@yahoo.com. K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the
“longest’, “highest", “first" or any other superla-
tive. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar and
restaurant with the coldest beer and juiciest
steaks this side of the moon. By the Kathmandu
Guest House. 433043

Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant
and terraces with views of stupa and Himala-
yas. International vegetarian specialties, pizza
from clay oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on.
Special events on full moon. Open daily 11AM-
8.30PM. 480262.

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced
or repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at
the HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories
and parts available. Second hand bikes bought/
sold/hired. New and reconditioned mountain
bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours
and Expeditions. 437437.

Kodari Eco Resort Peace in natural surround-
ings, good views of Nepal/ Tibet border, jungle-
covered mountains, Buddhist monasteries,

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL
Just as predicted, that frontal system last week dumped Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBC World Today
copious amounts of snow in northwestern Nepal. Mugu
got three feet of it. In central Nepal, the snow came down Sat 0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
103,000 m but melted quickly. The northwesterly wind will
keep the air fresh and visibility good in the coming week. Sun 0615-0645 BBC Agenda
| This satelte picture taken on Wednesday afternoon (le«) N
howsanoter midwesey Daily 2045-2115 BBC et @t
make its way to central Nepal by the weekend bnngmg
feathery high clouds, but no precipitation. As a result Daily 2245-2300 BBC Aqrestt dar

the maximum temperature will drop a notch, and expect
frosty mornings and morning smog in the Valley.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

nahillop overlooking
0 Kathmandu, a few minues

uphill from the slecping
Vishnu at Budhanilkantha, isa
house that Bharat Rai calls his
dream house. You don’t see it
untilicis right in front of you,
and even then it looks like a
typical Nepali hill house. So
about it
airy,bright, eleganc
and comfortable. And get chis: i
cost only Rs 500,000 to build. So
why are people constructing
mammoth mansions in Bhaisepati
with corinthian columns and
Greco-Roman arches in Beverly
Hills-style villas that cost Rs 50
million? Ask them.

Bharat Rai is an enthusiastic
lover of tradition and culture.
Twenty yearsago when
Budhanilkantha was the

Bha

A House for Mr Rai

Why do most Kathmandu home builders think
foreigners want to rent houses that look like they
have been transplanted from Beverly Hills?

boondocks, the son ofa Gurkha
soldier had the nerve to buy just
over one hectate of land atan
unbelievable Rs 125,000. The
land was too rocky for agriculture
and the farmer solditfora song.

Rai dreamed that he would
build a modern house that had
o pretensions of being Nepali,
justa nice comfortable house
with full modern amenities.
Using locally available labour and
materials, he began building a
house with the help ofa German
architect, He used the abundant
stones in his property, cmployed
the south-facing slope for
maimum sunlight. It was a
spacious and bright house, and
with his interest in gardening and
horticulture, Rai raised an
orchard in the slope below
the house.

But something was still
missing, “We come from the hills
and we need to have a bit of the
culture around us, and the house
just wasn’t Nepal. L stll wanted
aNepali house.” Eventually,
Rai’s family moved closer to the
town because of his daughter’s
education, and he rented out
his house.

“The tenant turned out to be
agod-send:a former Peace Corps

volunteer who had spent five
years in Gorkha in the carly
1970s who shared Rai’s passion
for traditional Nepali houses.
“The two got together and starced
plotting, Consulting their
architect friends, Rai and his
tenant went out to the hills on
the fringes of the Shivapuri
reserve taking pictures of
traditional houses from allsides.
They drew the plan: a simple
rectangular house that took
advantage of the slope for a split-
level two storey house with
Nepalitile roof. The beams and
floor are made of wood, the
outside s coated with cement
mixed with mud o give ita
traditional look thatis also
durable. Everything except the
cement was made from locally
available materials, and the
clegant building s nowa
guesthouse for Raf's tenant, Nick
Langton, who s dircctor in
Kathmandu of the Asia
Foundation.

Both Rai and Langton are
ccstatic with the result. “This is
exactly like I had visualised it:a
low cost house, that blends with
the surroundings, is simple and
comfortable.” Listening to the
laments of Kathmandu-based

expats about the lack of spacious,
comfortable and traditional
houses itis a wonder why more
people do not follow Bharat Rai’s
example. He asks: “Why do
Nepalis who want to rent their
homes think that foreigners want
tolive in those ugly ostentatious
buildings?”

In fact, it would make perfect
business sense for Nepali home
builders to invest more on
traditional houses with modern
amenities—there s better
chance of renting it out. For Rai,
who has always been an old-
fashioned traditionalist,this s
just common sense. He has now
got together with some parcners
tosct up a private forest in
Chitwan to grow hardwood sisau
trees. “Itis a long term invest-
ment but to take care of that we
have let people cultivate hetbs,
and cash crops such as ginger on
the forest floor,” he says. “We
have to keep asking ourselves, is
what we do good for the land?
Willic lase? Will it set a good
example?”

Rai, for one, has ceruainly
found the right answers to all
these questions and i setting an
example by doing, And using his
common sense.

HAPPENINGS

VAEVHOVHCYE NI

WARM WELCOME ON A COLD MORNING: Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba and Arzu Rana Deuba welcome vsiting fromer Japancse
+ Ryotaro Hashimoto ac Baluwataron 17 January.

o of Stte, Colin Powel goes down on his
c kkhada a che Hyate Regency Horel, while
‘general manager Martin van Kan looks on.

BIRD FESTIVAL: The Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve celebrated the second
annual migratory bird festival 18-24 Janua n here is a flock of lesser

adjutant storksat the santuaty within sight of grazing livestock.
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Minimalist style and common-sense funci
ckwise from above), the beautifual balc
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www.radiosagarmatha.org und the traditional hill home grey of the brick
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

" Watching

Baywatch

westigate

M any of you have taken measideat parties in the past
hs to2sk me d Louesti
about my TV viewing habirs. Thisis very bad
manners. What I watch n the privacy of my own den,and.
forhowlong, isa. I d Rupert Murdoch
alone,itisnoncof your business, Thatnformation isalso

worthalotofmoncy Tam told by those

wrals who reproduce by
replcating ke mad. IFsomethingsn't done, they may
so0n move into the White House and rule the world.

may not have been such a bad thing, since this
a Canadian serial. But Mulder suddenly finds that

in the know, and they have advised me never o give out
such assifid information fo ree. Unh-huh, Butifyou

! ffer | can't refus, [ may'
with thatinellgence.

OK. Del. Wevill besaving
oursclvesalor of bother by answeringall
yourquericsatone go. So, totaly offthe
record and on deep background, hereis
mystrctly confidentialand decply
personal Top Three programmeson
cable these dayswithashoreblurb to
quide you through theintricacies ofthe:
plots:

1. Bold and the Beautiful.

STAR World, Weekdays, 1300
Sallyishorriied when Lauren considers
going 0 Ericswedding Thomeand
Taylorarealso flummoned, but they
have o getback to Chicago duringa
blizzard. Ridge refuses to be made love
tobyBrooke, and vice versa. Ruthannearrivesin town for
theweddingjustas Brooke i telling Katie shes going o
win Ridge back before Thorne and Taylor getto LA to meet
Amberso thatthey (Thorneand Taylor) can work with
Stephanic to get Darla reunited with Ridge. All this would

have been fairly straigh dhad Th dead

{
ypted to part

hobnobt dwurninghim ntoa
woman. “Dosomething, Scully!” hescreams ashe
begins tosprouta chest. Meanwhile, Scully is grappling
with her own problem: she s turning nto he-man.
“Dosomething Mulder!” she screams,
‘ “Tm, growinga moustache.” Both
suspect this may be the handiwork of
aerosobome hormones from Planet
Voth, bucitis oo latc and thercis
nothing they can doabout i il the
forthcomingepisodeat the same time
nextSundly.

3. Discovery, Animal Sex
Channel (X-rated)

In last week’s episode we left Cheetah
on the branch of a baobab tree
scouring the Serengeti Plains for meat
and mate. Carnal carnivore that she
is, after a brief chase she found the
meat: a large hunk with nice facassets
and rippling shoulder muscles who
could beat the land speed record in the Chase-the-Gnu
category. Oops, sorry, that was the mate. Good thing
she didn’t mistake him for prey. Anyway, in this
episode, Cheetah s chasinga particularly yummy gnu
named Jenna who never wears anything other than a

drunkaftercarching Brookeand Ridge makingloveinthe
jacuzzi. Thatis why Sallyand Darl had no other recourse
buttosend Laurenand Erics sexvideo tothe local TV
station. The est, asthey sa, i historical.

2. The X-Files STAR World, Sunday 1830
In“Transgenic’, Scully and Mulderarecalled n to

ling red one-piece lycra swimsuit. Meanswhile JD
and Jason (dressed in red boxer shorts) go on.a guys-
only rip to the South Bay Lifcguard Annual Balland
meet Neely and Caroline. Stephanie s s jealous they
lefi her behind that she sets fire o the lifeguard sation.
Waitaminute, who's fiddling with the remote? Why
didn'tyou tell me I was watching Baywatch?

st ot s g
wmEn o

TR

NEPALI SOCIETY

Rolite Nepal

utspoken 6'5" Robin

Tamang of the cult

rock band Robin ‘n
Looza sees no contradic-
tion in his many avatar
mechanical engineer-
turned-psychologist-turned-
nightclub owner-turned-
NGO worker-turned-activist-
and today a rock star. Says
the singer-songwriter
“Music is how | convey my
message, especially to the
youth of Nepal.” And mes-
sages he has aplenty.

The band's first album
Nepal, the title track in
particular, created a sensa-
tion when released about
two years ago. As much as
the band’s hard rock sound
hit the spot, it was

ANUP PRAKASH

your face lyrics that really had
them hooked. The lyrics,
which compared Nepal to a
rose—thorns and all—made
everyone pause, scratch their
head, nod and sing along in
agreement. It seemed that
someone was finally voicing
the frustration of the Nepali
youth. Hearing Robin speak,
you get a sense of why he is
something of a prophet to so
many young Nepalis. “You just
can't escape it," he says,
“Nepal is supposedly riding
this wave of so-called democ-
racy but where is it? All
Nepalis need access to the
basics that at
least allows
them to think
for them-
selves, that
includes free,

compulsory education for
everyone until a certain age.
As for the challenges well,
the whole social system is
loaded against the Nepali
youth.”

Robin’s first moves on
returning to Nepal in 1996
after 17 years in Canada
and nearly as many in other
places with a father in the
British Army, was to set up
an HIV/AIDS focused NGO.

NGO-dom’s loss was
one of the best things that
have happened to contem-
porary Nepali music. Robin
decided to use the power of
the medium he knew best,
and got together with a
group of talented young
musicians to form Robin ‘n
Looza. Through a clever mix
of new, punchy takes on old
classics such as Jati Maya
and Chiso Chiso Hawama,
as well as original material
with strong, socially relevant

lyrics, the band was

an instant hit. Today
they have slowly moved
away from cover versions—
their second album Adhunik
Aanganma, and their
forthcoming album, which
will be out in May, have only
Robin's own compositions.

The new album will be

even more radical than their
earlier works—the music is
more “aggressive”, and the
lyrics take on such holy
cows as the separation of
religion from community life
and the widespread—and
increasing—drug use in
urban Nepal. “What our
songs do," says the 38-year-
old, “is call it like we see it—
and then suggest ways of
dealing with all the crazi-
ness.”

NEPAL

Forum
2002

DeveLoPMENT

The Miniscry of Finance, His Majesty’s Government of Nepal,is pleased to
announce that the draft Background Issues Papers relating to the upcoming
Nepal Development Forum 2002 (NDF 2002) are now posted for e-

on the website ww:

412002

Issues Papers will form the groundwork for HMGIN presentations and
deliberations with Nepal’s development partners during the main NDF

The Background

2002 events on February 47, 2002 in Kathmandu and Pokhara.

The Ministry of Finance takes this opportunity to invite inerested
members of the general public to provide their valuable comments
on the draft papers. All comments will be fed back to the
appropriate authorities.

Times Now in Bangkok and Hong Kong

Nepali Times is now available on PEPC Worldwide PRESSPOINT™ vending
machines in Bangkok (at the Sofitel Central and Novotel Siam Square) and Hong
Kong (New World Renaissance). This innovative newspaper distribution concept is.
already available at 1,000 points across Europe and the Americas, and will soon be
extended to 200 stations in major Asian cities. PRESSPOINT™ is a self-contained
interactive kiosk which prints on demand the latest edition of 65 newspapers from
35 countries around the world, including Nepali Times
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