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@ “The root of the violence is in the
villages, that is where we should focus
on finding solutions.”
- CP Mainali,
M-L leader

®°Heaven is what it is because three
women are in charge of three important
‘ministries: Mahalaxmi manages money,
Mahasaraswati is in charge of education
and Mahakalilooks after defence. We can
also turn Nepal into heaven, why not?"

- Chitralekha Yadav,

Deputy Speaker

®“There are good explanations why
reforms did not advance as intended."
- Lawrence DeMilner,
IMF representative
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“This mecting of the donor consordium
(called the Nepal Development Foru,
NDF) is taking place for the first ime n
Nepal, and duringan unprecedented
nasional crisis: a costly i

direc it The government urgently nccds to
mulitasks save offan nsurgency, acceleate
devclopment, and puriscconomic houscin
orderwith fiscal reforms, re-priorisation and
I Fencyil

Y iy
waris on, development isata standstill, and

o .
we don't even have governance.”

- Tirtha Man Shakya,

Chief Secretary

yisin shambles.
Inche run-up o the NDF lastweek, the
government heldpre-consultarion mectings o
fine tune s plans,objectives and expecrations.
dimpress X, butthe

“The Finance Ministry and the Nepal
Rastra Bank know better than anyone cse
just how serious the country's cconomic
crisi is, and ar racing against time to raisc
revenue, reform bankingand privatisesick

il

®“What have we inthe
last 12 years? We have produced 11
prime ministers. How will we move
ahead without changing this?"
- Jhala Nath Khanal,
UmML

®If it took 50 years to get here, how
‘many more years will it take to eradi-
cate poverty? The models we use have
not worked.”
- Chakra Bastola,
Nepali Congress

®"If NGOs have done good work they
need to be given due recognition, if not
they should be scrapped.”
- Gauri Pradhan,
NGO Federation

®“INGOs would like to see the One
Window Policy placed within a power-
ful, well-resourced and respected
‘ministry, or within the National Planning
Commission.”

- Robin Needham,
CARE Nepal

Q. Should the state of national emergency
extended?

“Totalvotes: 913

Nepal

painful. Does the leadership have the

participants. “Th
consensusamong Nepalipoliciansand
plannersaboucwhich way the country should

politcal will ¥ to wage war

on poverty and implement genuine rcforms?
“Thatisthe big "I donors il look a next -

lrgenc

Which should come first: peace, or developme

go."suidone donorep. week, The Asian Development Bank’s Richard
Sure,thereis pl icalab es told us: “Ifc isaggessive

Butd lsoachi likeNepal's  in pursuingh effors, partcularly

b Tk ity improvinggy dreduc ould ! Editorial 2

forestry, decentralisation and the workof and hei hasmadeveryth inerview). B rial p.
e T P ; oy ear v " Caught n the middle...

Bihari Krishna Shrescha,  32-yearvereranof  co requests for support.” Politicians ik indi he miltary may need moretime  that the military campa hand:i

developmentplanning, outof government populist subsidies, bu th f fih he  hand with urgentand effective delivery of

now,sayswe know what o do, we just need 0
geroniththe job, “Everyching hat worked
was domestically-innovated,”he toldus. “The

the country's iscal cisis doesn'tscem to
have sunk in, Vokesadds.

i
Maoistsback o the ncgoriating able. The

basic services and job in rural areas.
Krishna Sapke f the Kavre

chairmas

longer the war drags o, the longerwill ake
forinv d

most
h 1d be to help devol

ble d the little it had set aside for

devel dis divertingthis unspent

y
“Decentralisaion” sin danger ofurning

Given the near-coll these

out

DDCsummed it up last weck: “Without
peace therewill be no development, and

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deba rules  without development, no peace. The

their:

violence is our

‘here can be no devel

inability to improve peoples lives.” &

“If the Maoists surtender their arms, we wil talk agan...”

With less than a month to go before the state of national
emergency must be renewed by parliament, we spoke to
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba about the counter-
insurgency campaign, the cost of the war, the governance

Nepali Times: How long will the emergency last?
Sher Bahadur Deuba: | cannot say. Terrorism can't be solved over-
night. People are scared to give information, they are killing
suspected informants. It could take longer to

\J

control terrorism, but an emergency
cannot be stretched beyond one
year. But the campaign is
going well despite the difficult
terrain and the lack of informa-
tion. Things are improving.

Is a military solution possible?
| have always been for
negotiations. |am asimple

King Gyanendra.

crisis, the standstill in development, and corruption in
high places. Deuba explains why he can’t reduce the size
of his cabinet, and speaks about his rapport with

person, | believed (the Maoists) fully when they said they were for a
negotiated solution. They wanted a constituent assembly, | told
them | could not give that, but could organise a meeting to
discussit. | told them let's hold independent

elections, you have a chance to
win. Even if you don't, you will
have some votes, which would
favour a constituent assembly.
But they betrayed me. In hind-
sight, it appears they were
playing for time to regroup. But if

they surrender their arms, | have no
problems talking again.

Goto Cpp3
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of the times that we can't even identify the town here. It

M adhyagaun is not this town's real name. But it is a sign

is situated in Nepal's mid-hills, and it is caught in the

crossfire between the security forces and the Maoists. It is like
a lot of other settlements across the hills: divided into an upper
and lower town, with a river running below.

In more peaceful times, it used to be a bucolic place. Pretty
and poor, like the rest of Nepal. Even today, its white-and-red
houses with thatched roofs, community forests and the himals
beyond look idyllic. Nobody is well-off in Madhyagaun, but
people look after each other, and everyone gets by.

It used to take two days to walk here, but the road from the
district headquarters is inching closer each year. People wonder
what changes the road will bring, and land prices have already
started to rise in the lower town, near the planned path of the road.

Madhyagaun's biggest concern, though, isn't land prices or
the rains or the government, or even the gods. Madhyagaun is
in the war zone, and is a contested village in the Maoist

insurgency.

For five years the people of this town have been caught
between the police and the Maoists, who alternately visited
with demands for information and cooperation, and threats for
anyone offering the same to the other side. The people are
caught in the middle, and they are scared.
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CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE
IN MADHYAGAUN

Maoists scrawled anti-monarchy graffiti on the village school
in Madhyagaun two weeks ago, they threatened the school
teacher and students with dire consequences if they revealed
their whereabouts. The soldiers came the next day, forced the
villagers to erase the slogans and took away the teacher be-
cause he was too afraid to disclose who wrote them.

A UML activist from Madhyagaun who for the past three years
had single-handedly resisted the Maoists, opposed their extor-
tion racket, and survived two assassination attempts, recently
fled for the safety of a town on the highway. Earlier this month,
the soldiers took him in for questioning as a Maoist suspect.

When 18 armed and uniformed Maoists walked through town
on a quiet afternoon several weeks into the emergency, everyone
knew what to expect. The Maoists explained calmly that they had
called a meeting and attendance was mandatory. The band
moved slowly through the upper and lower towns and outlying

hamlets, stopping at every house.

The Maoists' message to the gathered town was simple: “The
people’s war is progressing nicely. The news from the government
is mostly lies. The People’s Liberation Army has killed and captured
a great many soldiers. We will win and we will remember who our
friends and enemies were. Think about that.”

Then the commander told the silent crowd: “If anyone tells
the army or police we were here, we will return and kill everyone

in this village.” With that, they walked over the hill and vanished.

The fight against the Maoists clearly has far to go, at least in
Madhyagaun. But this incident should also gladden the hearts
of the Maoists' opponents. Mao described a people’s army as
moving through the people and countryside like a fish through
water. Nepal's “fish” seem reduced to threatening their “water”
with death. The Great Helmsman might have reminded them
what happens to a fish out of water.

uns and roses in Delhi

Nepal is not land-locked, it is India-locked. And our
challenges are too big for just our limited means.

ecccccccccccccee

NEW DELHI - India’s frst prime
minister Jawaharlal Nehru
designed the Republic Day
parade to bea national festival
when ciizens would come out on

few meters,frisking at every
point, and sharp-shooters looking
menacing from every balcony in
the neighbourhood.

When Lcaleda Dillivala for

strectsand join 0
celebrate the dreams of the young
nation. Under his daughter Indira
Gandhi, the parade became an
imperial display of milicary
prowess modelled afecr the grand
march of Roman cavalry.

Eversince, the decline of
Republic Day parades has been
steady, and festivites have become
acrude caricature of the “bread and
circus” theory of absolute rulers,
Billions of dollars of milicary
hardwareare paraded ina country
where halfthe population lives
below the poverry line.

“This year's parade was even
more incongruous. Media reports
said New Delhi resembled a
cantonment, For once, India’s
cable channels were using the
language of restraint and under-
statement, The city was vircually
under sicge with barricades every

aferthe parade, her answer was
that she was not going fo step out
of her home as long as the
Republic Day tamashawasn't
over. Thatis what it has come
down to: a camasha.

Affer the suicide attacks on
the Indian parliament on 13
December, the sccurity threatis
indeed real. But there never is a
foolproof security system, and
going to the extremes creates
unnecessary inconvenince for the
general population. Theair space
over New Delhi was closed for
nearly four hours, public trans-
portin the city came to a halt,
and life had come to 2 complete
standstill If this was Republic
Day, what kind of a republic was
the government celcbrating—a
Republic of Paranoia?

Sccurity personnel were so

cecccccecssssssssssssssssssssscccee

edgy that they confiscated even
pens from us.s we entered the
Viewing stands. At the second
check-point,they looked at my
Nepali topi-—my attempt atest
that the space inside was empty
carned me the kind of nasty look

themes of “bravery, patriotism
and sacrifice”. There were no
alls for peace, tolerance and
harmony. Fifty-three yearsafter
its independence, how does such
amartial spectacle it with a
nation that seill egards Maha
Gandhiasanaconalcon’ Hd
he been alive, the Mahatma
would have gonc on a satyagraha
ostop this public glorification of
violence on a day that clebrates
the creation of a new republic.
Even Nehru would have been
uneasy. His vision of India was of
dams, highways and railroads—

that only H capable
of giving. Then they waved me in.
“The viewing stands for guests
were half-empry. Space especially
rescrved for children remained
unoccupicd. The only children to
be seen were the ones in the
cultural troupes that performed
for the president of India and his
guest this year, the president of
Mauritius. Two years ago, the
guest was the lace King Birendra.
Despite the militarisation of
the parade, onc has to admit that
this is a spectacular pageant. But
you have to wonder what kind of
people get curned on by sucha
glaring display of milicary might
The so-called cultural troupes
tha traipsed pas the viewstand
were troubling, Invariably, they
were centred around jingoistic

But then the ruling Bhardiya
Janata Party had nothing to do
with cither the Independence
struggle orwith the framing of
Tndia's republican consecution.
In factitis a party that is
rumoured to have certain
sympathies for Gandh
Nathu Ram Godse.

“The tableaux were kitschy,
and the most bizarre was India’s
Agni missile. This was war-
mongering on a grand scale:all
designed o play to the voters in
the Urtar Pradesh and Punjab
assembly clections.

‘The swagger hides a decp-
scated insecurity. It docs not
showa country that is confident,
generous and magnanimous about
its own stature. In a rousing

ssassin,

specch that rang with truth,
president KR Narayanan agoniscd
that women were not safe “even
in their mothers wombs
dalits continued to be discrimi-
nared against. Bur the official

publication of the Government of

India continued to claim that
“victory, the symbol of su-
premacy, is synonymous w
India’s history.” V

whom, for whom? Isn’t the real
threat to India’s security its
own ?

AsaNepali these shouldn’t
have been my concerns. Besides,
many of India’s development
challenges arc also ours—on a
smaller scale. But I couldn’t fail
o norice that even though there

L3 LI

by CK LAL

battalions. The Gurkhas were
probably at the Line of Control,
facing Pakistani guns. | couldn’t
help reflecting that they are
protecting our ncighbour from
another neighbour, while our own
country is bacdling an insurgency.
Like tor not, our fte s
intertwined with the fatc of our
neighbours down south. IfIndia
moves ahead, wewill be pulled
along, IfIndia stagnates, we
suagnate. India-locked, Nepal's
challengesare too big for our ovn
limited resources. So, s the
hdxwpn.n showered rose petals on

was ingent of Gurkhas
parading down Rajpath this year,
there were three Nepali sur-
names—a Thapa, a Ghaleand a
Pun—leading paramilicary

madeasilent
prayerthat India geson with i, ¢
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“ am determined to devolve powet to the grasstoots”

from =) p1

Can the insurgency be solved without taking

allowed the ICRC (International Committee of the Red
Cros) ovisitjails. Butwhat can we do, thefals are
crowded and we don'thave money to build biggerjails

dcvdopmcm to the people?
needed, butwithout p thegin
dudupmm(pmgmnn.

It seems to be a Catch-22. Without development
there won't be peace, and there will be no peace
without development...

Tcannot say there:

Money scems to be a major issue. What do you
plan to tell donors at the Nepal Development

Forum meeting next week?

Ourmin gendaatthe mesting i povery allvaion. We

ave development, but
whatl can ey novwisthatwithout peace e cannot have
devclopment. Wearclookingatasecuriy shicldsowe can

Il mak ledges. The meeting is
takingplacin Nepal o heisc e, and wearedoing
allwecan toassure donorsthat weare seriousabout

something ke the ISDP. )

‘The leader of the opposition tells us you're not
keeping him informed about the security situa-
tion.

Thaveasked the sccretaries of Defenceand Home tobrief
opposition membersatan all-party meeting, Ifthey want the
army hicfto brifhe, am alo redy o hve him doFt.

Kling poverty head-on. Nepal sin decp criss, and hat

isa fact. We have to control errorss, and atthe same time

el odiminatpocryandunemploymen, whic
terroriss

health care, drinking water,roads,we nced to modernise

agrculture,

‘e donors probably agree with you on all

these,but thei main concenn i

We know what has worked. We know decen-

tralisation is the most direct way of doing that.

Thelieve fully in decentralisation, and T had in the past

tried to give as much power as possible to local units, but

as woppled. This ime, Iam d d
local

for the other side.
What about investor confidence and efforts to
check capital flight?

Thase told the business community Lam will

But you have just slashed the VDC and DDC
allocations by a quarter.

g P!

sectorunder BOT (build-operate-transfer) contracts. This

time we will introduce some good, new laws. Itis painful,
l i

Wehad no choice, Besides,vry lide devel
ispossiblein thevillages now because of Maoiseacti

But couldn't you have saved money trimming
your cabinet instead of taking money meant for

but

How will you tackle the unemployment that will

result from that?

Wewill ive employeesa golden handshake, we don't have:

achoice Welabensuffingbugeanna loses. Two
dh.

the grassroots?
Yes. Thatisalsoa possibilicy, [ am holdi I
So you're cutting cabinet size?

Tcannorsay forsure, Let me ire consule theparey.

What if the party instructs you to downsize the
cabinet?

o hide,and
we mademistakes weare willing o correc them, We have

MIN BAIRACHARYA

Look,T cllanythingo the press now |
chance that I may b dashash d

Iha»ealreadysrmedloukmgmmproglessreponsof
donor-supported projects. [am monitoring them
monthly,and am villing to do thatevery 15 daysiftha
il help. L am willing o leave other work, and prioriise
devel jtoring Thati we

time back. The cabinet size is a political compulsion.

You have o kecp them in the cabinct so they
won't rebel?

Tdon'twant o commenton that now. But lam ready to

want toshow resls.
Tamalso working on forminga Commission on
‘Women and geting the women's bill through the Upper
House. Therewill bea foundation to handle the ssucs
ficing janajatisweare ready o implement programs for
uplifng the ituation of dalis. On land reform, Thad
prepared an cight-point program but was notable o
convince the pary. Buteven with the 11 bigha
limit, there will be some results. On
Tam cling

But you also raised taxes to pay for security.

troubls
billons from dfulers. Wesre hmdlng them overon
management contrace. Royal Nepal Aiclincs iinthe red.
havesked the RNAC to come vithaviable proposilif
they necd government suppore. Ochervise thereis no
point purcing good moncyafcr bad.

Couldn’t you have waited for [Md.umtm to
raise taxes, why use an ordinance?

Weneeded spending money, under the h“ ¢wecannot
divert expenses from other budgetlins, We needed
money immediatelyand had no choice.

You invited King Gyanendra to dinner in
Baluwatar last week. How is your rapport with
His Majesty?

Ididn’thavea choice. Itwa fight them, or

surrender.

There is reluctance among donors to bankroll

smmty llow are you going to pay for it?
and [ havel

d rapport. We had avery frank, hearc-to-
hearctalk. He spokeabou cormuprion control, good
cemanee, and ecomom | s

Majesty wansthings to improve, he wants tosce the
county moving forvard.am uyingotakesome
decisi youllsee

ofhelp. D thea

buctheycanhepin othervays. Our auseisalo being

opposition parties letus havea
1 doncand

S Congess. The United Stateshas
promised non-lechal support raining, and communica-

announce the programsjoindy.
Lam ready to doanythingo make
the povertyalleviaton mechanism

But Colin Powell’s main concems were govem-
ance, comuption control and human rights...

some decisions soon. Ifonly we could ensure greater
efficiency, butin every government office there s dilly-
dallying.

Why not start with senior ministers who are
said to be comupt?

Anything can be said about ministers, [ hear some of them
have taken money on civil service transfers. But we have

work. Even if that

noc hm., ,sothere has not beenan

wecanfind 100r 20

dedicated professionalsin

Nepal. Idon'twant more
burcaucratic hurdlesin
Singha Darbar, buca

messy, lnakesnmemgenhmpdonc
On human rights...

Thave allowed the Il RC to visit jails, I have told
human rights organisations they can also visic conflct
arcas, Wear lawaccord-

Tamb I bill in yportunity for major corruption. But when th
mechanismunderthe United  parfiament. Nouknowwhachappencd the st ime wewere  contraces come, | will bevatching closely.Lwillnoe e
Nancnss\srem UNDP dicusingi herewasatussle
ould dih Democracyis

Docs that mean smalime pickings arc okay?
T cannot elive that my ministers have taken moncyon
ransfers. It could jus bealcgarions. I diffcult to
beleve whateverappear i he papers. What L am sying
isthatfthere have been payoffon ransfer then s ot
major. [ “ommission for the

devclopment dirctyto
the people.

ing to the Geneva Convention. We say there should be
o extra-judicial killings. Weare ready to correct our
mistakes if there have been any. But we cannot speak

Investgation of Abuse of Authority, I am also watching,
youin the media should also keep  cose watch. Iwon et
anyonegetawaywith corruption.

DIASPORA

NO WINNERS

Rajendra Khadka's “Diaspora in
dilemma’ (#77) seems to be an
outburst stemming from his
failure in the United States. His
article is an act of frustration.
He pinpoints only the negative
aspects of life in the US,
forgetting what a great and
free country this is. Khadka's
sentiments seem to be similar
to those of Tara Nath Sharma
who wrote the book Patal
Prabas after he couldn't settle
down here. Khadka shows the
same jealousy, frustration and
desperation by writing about
how bad the life of the Nepali
community is.

Iwish | could and come
serve my country, but been
there, done that.

Suman Pokhrel

by email
=

I do not completely disagree with
Rajendra Khadka, but he has
forgotten the Nepalis living in the
west and still serving their
motherland as best they can. They
are giving a good impression of
Nepal and Nepalis as hardworking

and honest people.
Saroj Joshi
by email
Congratulations to Rajendra.

Khadka for his provocative and
thought-provoking piece on the
diaspora. One thing that distin-
qguishes the FoReN is their
complete cynicism and negativity
about their homeland. Things are
bad in Nepal, yes, but what are
they doing about it besides
complaining? | wonder if this is
because they need to justify their
unwillingness to return.

Nanda Bahadur Rai

UK

GURKHAS
Rajendra Raiin his letter (#78)
says the Gurkhas fought the two
world wars for “freedom”. This is
laughable, what utter nonsense.
The Gurkhas have been exploited
internally as well as externally for
their valour, loyalty, kindness and
simplicity—from the time of Prithivi
Narayan Shah's unifying venture,
as Ram Limbuin the other letter
points out.

TM Ghising (Tamang)

mail

SISTERS

Thanks to Daniel Lak for his
column “Sisters are doing it for
themselves”. Women in, say,
America are economically
advantaged over, say, most
women in Nepal. | am fairly sure
that the women of Nepal who are
fighting for women's rights are
relatively wealthy. Wealth does
mean advantage in this case. Poor
women in Nepal (or anywhere
else, for that matter) won't have a
snowball's chance in hell of
changing their lives till they have
an option to marriage. One thing |
have realised on my visits to rural
Nepal is that women all have to
leave their homes when they get
married, men stay in their homes.

Thus men have a lifelong network
of support in place from birth,
while women, when they get
married, are surrounded by
strangers and live in a strange
environment... completely depend-
ant on three people (husband,
mother-in-law, father-in-law). It's
the luck of the draw for them.
Hilary Dirlam
by email

If you insist on having a bideshi
writer on your staff, why must it
be Daniel Lak? | am embarrassed
by his shallow insights, his rather
old school thinking, and his false
modesty. It was “Sisters are doing
it for themselves” (#77) that broke
this camel's back. His attack on the
men of Nepal does not acknowl-
edge contributions made by many
‘wonderful, supportive Nepali men.
Women work hard, men work hard,
children work hard, this is the
reality of food deficits and agrarian
economics that dominate the
routine in Nepal's remote hill
communities. If men were to spend
more time with their children, would
this improve the situation? Thatis a
difficult question, but | believe Mr
Lak's response would be: no.

J Watson Potter

by email

From your recent stories on the.
emergency, there seems to be no
end in sight to the so-called
People’s War. But does that mean
Nepal must continue to suffer from
the economic disaster of the state
of national emergency? This time
last year, even with the Maobaadi
activities, tourists were arriving
for the beginning of the trekking
season. This year, streets, shops,
hotels, and other businesses are
near collapse. The Maobaadi seem
no more ready to lay down their
weapons and negotiate than the
government. My question is: if this.
state of affairs continue, who are
the winners and who are the
losers? My opinion is that there
will be no winners.

D Michael Van De Veer

Hanalei, Hawaii

CAPITAL FLIGHT
Capital flight is a serious economic

financial sector just sounded the
alarm and left it at that. If
optimism is too much to ask, at
least a straight-faced ‘I got the
letter too, but | am not succumb-
ing” type of statement might
have given something to renew
the herd's faith in money
markets at home.
Sailesh Tiwari
Connecticut, USA

| am tired of hearing that poverty
is the root cause of the social
disturbances in Nepal. Nepal has
always had a mostly impover-
ished population, yet the
violence is relatively recent and
getting worse—even after
decades of “development”
efforts. Some sociologists and
political scientists should try to
understand what has happened
and why without resorting to
simplistic excuses such as
poverty. Some points to consider

ill that chokes p I d

investment and growth. Given the
climate of uncertainty in Nepal that
has progressively worsened,
capital flight seems inevitable.
That is why | was a little disap-
pointed to read Himalaya
Sumshere Rana (“Capital ad-
equacy is going to be a problem,”
#77). One of the most authoritative
voices in the nation’s beleagured

might include:
environmental degradation, very
poor education (a little education
is a dangerous thing?) and last,
but not least, awareness of the
extraordinary level of corruption,
greed and dishonesty prevalent
in political circles from top to
ottom.

Danny Birch
New York, USA




4 NATION

1-7FEBRUARY 2002 NEPALI TIMES

NATION

1-7FEBRUARY 2002 NEPALI TIMES 5

For victims of trafﬁclqng, hope may

SAARC has a tough new convention
on trafficking of women and children.
What exactly does it mean for Nepal?

secccccccsssssssscssssssccsssssssns

hen she was a ten-year-
old in New Delhi,
Jamuna was married off

04 60-year-old man as repay-
ment for a Rs 600 loan her father
had taken from him. She till

"To prevent her from going
back to her paents, Jamuna's
husband brought her o
Nawalparasiin Nepal three days
later. Once in Nepal, she was
regularly abused physically and
sexually by her husbend. “He

vividly midnight
“marriage’—her hands were tied
behind her and she was gagged to
stop her from raising an alarm,
Her mother was pushed down the
stairs where she lay unconscious
throughout the “marriage”
Jamuna’s groom and his friends
forcefully conducted. Jamuna's
drunken father slept through
everything.

wanted to h How
could I produce one, I hadn't
cven started menstruating, |
didn't even realise what the old
manwas doing to me,” she says. If
this weren't cnough, she was raped
several imes by her own uncle.
And then it scemed asif
Jamuna had a way our. A village
“uncle” said he could help her
find a job in Mumbai that paid

enough for Jamuna to support
hersclfand her parens. “That man
lookedlike asaviour tome, and I
was happy t0 go back to India with
him,” she told us. The “uncle” sold
her toa brothel, for how much, she
never found out. She worked there
forayear, undl Indian police
rescued herin a routine raid.
‘Women like Jamuna were the
centre of concern when the 1%
SAARC summitadopred the
Convention on Preventing and
Combating Trafficking in Women
and Children for Prosticution.
Non-governmental bodics
estimate that approximarcly
200,000 Nepali women are:

working in Indian brothels. But
nobody knows for sure whether
this number i increasing annu-
ally, or decreasing. The Interna-
tional Labour Organisaion in

Nepal says that 12,000 girls are

trafficked out of Nepal every year.

Buc this is an cstimate, not a
fact—the ILO's recent rapid
assessment reporc on Traffickin
in Girls with Special Reference to
Prostitution came up with this
figure assuming that every month
five girls cach arc trafficked from
the 26 most trafficking-prone
districts idencificd by the govern-
ment, and 2.5 from 11 additional
districts the assessment team

found were prone to trafficking,

Activists here see the SAARC
convention as a “great step
forward” in regional co-operation
to curb trafficking n persons—
the adoption of the convention,
they say, means political commit-
ment and state-level initiations to
combat crime, and this is the first
time South Asian governments
have said combating transnational
crimeis a priority.

“Thisisa realiation among the
South Asian countries that blaming
cach other s leading us nowhere,
and that regional co-ordination is
needed,” said Bimal Rawal, the
national project co-ordinator for
the ILO’s South Asian Sub-

assistance to prevent human
trafficking, whether to conduct
investigations, inquirics ortrials.
For someone like Jamuna,
who wasfirst trafficked from
India to Nepal and then back to
India, the violators migh find
that itis now harder to get away
just by simply hiding in a ncigh-
bouring country. Thisis a gain
thacwill be difficult o reverse—
Article VIl of the convention
requires that in addiion to
existing treatics, all furure
extradition treatics signed

between any SAARL munmn

be unconventional

An NGO activist (seated) a

victims”at the Nepal-India be

out that the SAARC conven-
tion totally ignores the rights-
based approach recommended by
the UN Protocol to Prevent,

must includ
trafficking in persons asan
b o

Regional Programme o Combat
Traffickingin Children,

For Nepal, the immediate
beneficof this convention is the
automaric activation ofits
extradition treaty with India, the
country identified as the biggest
recipient of Nepali women in the
commercial sexindusery. The
extradition treaty signed between
the two countries enlists 16
offencesfor which criminals can
be extradited. The new conven-
tion means that trafficking in
persons is automatically added to
the treaty. The new regulation
makes it more likely that justice
i done, because the countrics of
both origin and destination, for
instance Nepal and India, will
nowbothhaveexra-ercora

“The convention also tries to
address the common charge that
political and burcaucratic
patronage helps offenders and
makes any real crackdown
difficult, if not impossible. It
clearly dentifies as an “aggravat-
ing circumstance” the direct and
indirectinvolvement of public
office holders, and the abuse of
authority to protect o assist
traffickers. They also idenify
other aggravating circum-
stances-—the involvement of an
organised group, the use of

s d Punish Trafficking
in Persons 2000, The UN
protocol emphasises that the
human rights of the victims
should be upheld by the countrics
of origin, destination and transit,
but under the SAARC conven-
tion, the lability of countrics
involved in trafficking i slight.
The second World Conference on
Traffickingin Persons held in
Japan last month concluded that
the most basic tool to control
afficking in humans is discourag-
ing demand for them.
SAARC convention totally
ignores this.

Itisalso silent about compen-

‘potential

sation, fany, and services victims
arcentitled to from the destination

instance, 128 Nepali women,
mostly minors, were rescued
from Bombay brothels. Butless
than halfof them returned to
Nepal, and that with the help of
NepaliNGOs

“The convention docs not
hold states responsible for the
reintegration of victims into
cheir families and society.
“Rescued victims need to be
psychologically and socially
prepared to reintegrate into
society. Unless they are well
trained in income generating
skills, educated about their legal
rights and assured that there is
some place they can go in case of
an emergency, there is high
chance they willcither be traf-
ficked again orend up as commer-
cial sex workers”sys Nirmal,

country. Aparfom pmvldmga whospentiveyearsinan NGO
temporary “pl wransich he could stare
people rescued from rnﬁickm, e | newlionitoher family.
recipient country has no moralor “The convention recogises
legal obligation to provid h “prostitution” as the sol
senicsorsuppot o i il | foficking i womenand
tation. Under whichdocs
vietims of traffcking have licte sayin | nor recognise tha peopleare

their future. What,forexample,are | traffcked for cheapand forced

the obligations ofthe recipicnt
country should a woman o child
notwant to return to the country
of her origin? Durga Ghimire,a
women’ rights activist, beleves
that repatriation should be
voluntary. “Only 5-10 percent of
the girls tafficked from Nepal to
India want to come back, mainly
because they anticipate social
problems,” she says. In 1996, for

labour, and domestic work. The
definition ofoffenders i broader,
citing“a person who keeps,
maintains or manages, or know-
ingly inances or akes part n the
financing ofa place used for the:
purpose of raficking, and
knowingly letsor rentsa building
orother place”. 4

(Names of trafficked women
have been changed,)

violence orarms and
of underage children.

Al thacis well and good, but
thereare already rumbles of
discontent, “The convention

overlooks recent international
fevel | ineand

ction, and be responsible
for provldmg legal assistance to
the victim. Statesare now
required to grant the widest
possible measures for legal

pmentsin and
addressing the problem of
wafficking in persons,” says
advocate Sapana Malla-Pradhan.
Sheand other legal experts point

HERE AND THERE

LEH, Ladakh—Once longago, sarvation and boredom wee the

Inspiration on ice

players for Americas northern reaches along the Canadian border.

India’s Third Annual National Ice

by DANIEL LAK

hallmarks of winter in this emorte,alitudinous place. A bad barley cropin
summer meant that hunger stalked the cold monchs. The long, frigid
nights drove people to bed early,after much chhang and raksi. The
days were to be endured, women's fingers freczing n the stll open
streams as they washed cloths, warmed up later preparing food. Men
headed for the boozer.

Now Ladakhis a model of how to cope with the cold. For centuries,
the winters have been the dme for festivals. Before Buddhism, people
languished in idleness. Afierward,they celebrated and parted and
worshipped i a warming frenzy of fith and alcohol. As for food, the owly
potato has transformed lfe here in untold ways. Nolonger s roasted
barl:yﬂour—rhe tsampaso beloved by Sherpes andlee(ans—ewm[:r
staple.C adil
Kichens. Fenhosewhoun affordt heorcclly daly fights fmm "Dl

liven the cul the restof

(he country. And then thre’sice hockey.
That igh,icehockey The Canadians amongse yousll od

elyactheallure of cezing boredom, but the rest
will need some explanation. Leh,the capital of Ladakh, is lso the centre
of Indian ice hockey. What better place for the beautifl game played on
stesand frozen waterthan ighlinde deser region whet the
Novemberand
March. Invented in Canada—probably by Bricish sokles driven mad by
the cold months—the game has spread to the chilly bits of Europe, Russa,
Japanand even to warm places like Kuala Lumpur. And now India, The
third annual National lce Hockey Championships of India have just ended
and it doesn't matter who won. In Leh, a good time was had by al.

P

Hockey Championships have just
ended and it doesn’t matter who won.

DANIEL LAK

Ttravelled on one of rhose theoreical flights (cancelled lwncE, made it

justin time for t with  team of

Dali. Two token Amricnswere o grudingly alloved o i the
squad, sol

xbcu[GeDrgeWhuded (hclrway “They bore the bu[denwell b
because neicher thought highly of President Bush and both were hockey

jokes

Almos Ganadian, theywee asredmore anonce. Lada pulldow
the stops from wh Ladakhi
ospialit and warmih werealreadylegendary,but theshock ofstepping
offa lghtfrom Delhi nto minus 16 degees-— the spectacular scenery

B tanding tooks lovof e The Ladakbissuceded
“Theyalso exacted their price. Afte tea and biscuit,the Canadians
twoktothe cofa fosen pond i hecentreof Leh o playthei i
alocal squad. With an around 40,
and newly arivd from 250 metesboveseaevel o around 3,500 the
North were at somewhat of a di But Ladakhis have
playtd thisgame for s vy, whersicsitheions bood
the C: ind each gam

brough[ roarsof approval From Soud chatslolybule 06,000 b the
final day of he Tere local
teams, and in theintervals rveryonuheersd on the Canadians, laughing
ifchey felland exclaimingat the innate prowess of unfit, ageing h
players who'd known the game since childhood. “An inspiration,”
one man told me. “Great fun to warch and next year, we'll beat
them,” said the coach of the eventual champions, the Ladakh Scouts
regiment of che Indian Army. But all that eally mattered was the
camaraderic, the fun and the constructive whiling away of wintry
days that mightochervise be spent n boredom and bars. Between
festivals, wintry Ladakh sill has time on its hands.

Iesan inspiration tosce how sport—played forfun, not proficor
national pride—can inspire such warmth and humanity. Now, ifonly we
could build ice skating rinks in Namche or Jomsom. [ knowa team that's
ready, willing and raring to come.

The Indians are coming

Nepa\ s duwncast (uunsm |nduslry is Ioukmg w'('ll. .
forward to a secretarial-level meet between ~
India and Nepal next week, and an eagerly-

awaited decision to roll back the passport

rule for Indians visiting Nepal. The Nepali

travel trade has blamed the rule, instituted

after the hijacking of IC814 from Kathmandu

in December 1999, as one of the main

reasons for the decline in the arrival of Indian

tourists to Nepal.

Indians used to make up 30 percent of
arrivals, and numbers have plummeted after
the rule went into effect. Political instability and the royal massacre, Ounher hurt tourism from
India. A decision on 4 February is expected to make it permissible for Indians flying into Nepal
to use IDs other than passports. “Making Passports mandatory is one of the reasons why less
Indians are visiting the country,” says a Nepal Tourism Board NTB official. “We're hoping that
other forms of D, like ration cards, will be recognised.”

The NTB is launching a major push for tourists from South India, and hopes that the deci-
sion will be timed for the promotional campaign. It hopes to be able to announce the new ruling
when the campaign kicks off in Bangalore on 13 February. Visit Nepal drives will be held in five
South Indian cities: Kumarakom, Thiruvananthapuram, Bangalore, Chennai, and Cochin till 13-
20 February. NTB is also trying to bring together the Hotel Association of Nepal (HAN) and
Royal Nepal Airlines to offer attractive rates for package tours from India. Royal Nepal has bi-
weekly direct flights from Bangalore to Kathmandu.

Bench boycott

The Nepal Bar Iawyers and the Judicial ouncl, a
regu\alory body of senior Judges have Iaunched a campaign to check corruption in the courts.
At a recent meeting senior officials of the NBA and the Council agreed to help one another
collect information on allegations of corruption, share the information, and work jointly to build
public pressure against corrupt practices—even to publicise names of corrupt judges. Says
Satish Krishna Kharel, NBA Secretary, ‘It was decided that the NBA would chalk up a long and
short-term policy, which the Council would help implement.” But if Chief Justice Keshav Prasad
Upadhyaya is to be taken at his word—he maintains that the Council should have the final
say—we may have to wait a while before we see any tangible results of the initiative.

We'll soon know a little more about the state of our public schools. The government recently
launched a school evaluation process in the public schools of Dang district under the Educa-
tion Standard Enhancement and Evaluation Program (ESEEP). A survey team put together by
the District Education Office will conduct studies in 64 schools and submit a report within ten
days. The outcome of the studies would be used to modify and revise the ESEEP. Apart from
Dang, Banke, Bardiya and Surkhet have been selected for the implementation of the program in
the Mid-Western Development Region. All four districts performed very poorly in the annual
School Leaving Certificate exams—last year, not a single student from Dang passed. The
evaluation process is also expected to single out incompetent teachers, which will aid the
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endeavour to investigate the use of fake academic certificates for employment by
teachers in these districts. The program will eventually be implemented in 33 districts alto-
gether across the country.
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EWHERE IN NEP/

ith the top diplomat of
the plane'ssole super-
power havingjoined the

international donor community in
admonishing Nepalioffcals o curb
corruption, we mustadd bite to our
bark before the nextwatchdog
comes outwith it atest sleaze
index. Thisconfluence of global
caution, however, must not be
allowed to obscurc our own
politicians’contribuions o raising
anti-graft awareness
Evenacthe height of the Lauda
Airallegations he was batting as
prime ministerlastyear, Girija
Prasad Koirala continucd to cxhort
Nepalisto makea critcal distin-
tion: “Peopleattack democracy by
sayingit broughtalongcorruption.
Bucif Girija Prasad is corrupe,
Girifashould be blamed, not
democracy.”
Around the same time, in his
avataras the chicf Kangresi
dissident, Sher Bahadur Deuba
actributed the blossoming of bribery
o the people’s readiness to respect
the rich regardless of

Democracy vs depravity

-

Y IWANPENEWA

o0r

T £ ATELGE
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Is the price of democracy an eternal tolerance of corruption?

rationalisation creates room for
confidence. I¢s been six months
since Koirala vacated Baluwatar
darbar, butcorrug

theirresources. Coming from a
could be

politician, such

coarsen the politcal discourseas

considered the equivalent of biting
the hand that fecds you. However,
Deuba offered a forchright descrip-
tion of what many cxperts hase
been tellingus trough turgid
theses: corruption s rooted in the
continuing feudal nature of Nepali
socity.

“The democracy-coruption
correltion i something many
Nepaliswished they wouldn'thave
toexplore. Now that the task has
ben forced upon us, it clear that
neither Koirala nor Deuba’s

Extending Deuba's cxpostula-
tion, each change n the political

have dch £y

remnans of the partylessorder. But
they can't respond because their
politcs depends on the monetary
value they can put on patronage.
Think of the scandals that took
place during the Panchayat decades
and jotdown the facesthat come to
mind. Counthow many arein
active poliics oday. I itjusta
coincidence that those who
prospered the most during the

partylss yers happen o b he
!

PUSKAR BHUS,

understand that, adjusted for
inflation, a politician’s net gain
today is nowhere near whata
panchatook home. But Nepalis
still want the anti-corruption
campaign to sart with the people
theyelected.

OneNepali Congres youth

INTERVIEW

“Tax evasion is a part of Nepali cultute”

Nepali Times: II()W does revenue collection
look this fiscal ye
Bhoj Raj Ghimire: I)e:pi(e ahealthy growth rate of
over 19 percentat end of thefirst three months (mid-
July through mid-October), ifthe trend of the fisesix
months (uncilJanuary) continus, overall revenue
puform.\nu willbevell below the projecions made
chis fs

oY

activist wants the heal

do many fuctors—the

obeginwith h

b
Jobal recession after 11 September, th

halfa dozen laders of his party. In

aseason of conciliation, we need to

the Rastriya
Prjuantr Parytoday? Lets not
about the April 1990

:hmvould satisfy tvenone va
der clouds of

cutoffwhen we talk about
punishingthe corrupt, unless we're
ready to exculpatethe referendum-
eraclique that denuded our forests.
Dororscomplain thatcice

suspicion today anguished in dark
panchayati prisons for the causc of
democracy. But, remember, they
opposcd the system knowing thatic
wasillegal o do so. Perhaps the

government hould
be fundinghath, nurionand
education

squandered. But do they ealse
howexpansiveit st acquire
attributes lik

bank politics has had

wickle-down effct, seepingall the
way down o the village develop-
ment committees it recks more of
onn.

withit.
Nepalisaren'taloncin lamenting
how rising costs of ection cam-

transparency? Morcover, when
forignaidssillnlucnced by
p litical and

post bonds cquivalent to what they
received in prison allowances,
pendinga full investigacion.
“This dragnerwould also carch
polcanswho found themselyes
in the gaolin the 19605 unilthey
valucof becoming.

tions, how principled can the policy

Mchan Shumshenh: Commoner
has spoken of the need fnr.\ clean,

fairand impartial ad

system has spavincd a new pedigr
of parvenus. They may notbe
feudasin the it sens f the

paigns haveallowed commercial and
a

panchas. As for those who thrived

Th ion of multiparty
politcs has widened the vsta of

money has

term, but ofthe | such vigl
The par- | Commission
entsociety istrying to be, the more

Abuse of Authority, parliamen’s
I d

Publ

become. Tobe sure,the networks
ofresource collection and distribu-
tion that drive organised politcs
have played a significantparcin the
inflation of orruption. While vote-

the Special Police Department.
Even in the midst ofan increasingly
asserdive ivil society, however,
court convictionsare rare. You can
pilfer from the public purseand

the recipient nation | in the partyless decades without
political process. The scaleand bez Sometimes you're forced to having gone to prison, wel, you
subrlety may vary, buta coherent nder whether lesscorrupt I Id shame them as i
parcm of ol fund-rising flavs ly rcei fan abominable epoch.
forcign asistan “The fundsraised from ths
wianee, etundsma .

former German chancellor Helmut
Koh!'s Christian Democratic Union
1o the soft moneyfhard money
filibusters on Capitol HillIeseems
the price of democracy i cternal
tolerance of corruption.

“Today's politcians mustfind it
intolerable havingto listen o
haranguesagainst financial malfea-

sanceand moral trpitude from

tobegin hisday by counting his
flockinpaiament egardles o he
sizcof his pary'smijority cannoc

be expected

would be modest, butit could help
break the culture of impunicy in
which corruption thrives. OF
course, theal ldbeto

with questionablentegriy.
Professional solidaricy would
demand that the chicfpoint to
corruption in the bureaucracy and
otherareas of lfe. Many people

waitfor Koirala tosart blaming
democracy for depravity. Butwhere
would thatleave the people,
especially those who have tried five
systemsin 50 years? ¢

FOLLO'

P

Wanted: mountain memorabilia

faw and order situation in the country,and the
subsequent lowdown n the cconomy;

How about afier collections from the Volun-
tary Disclosure of Income Scheme?
Wehave not fixed any scparate collection target under
the VDIS, But collection has been about Rs 440
million—thatis the income s collected on previ-
ously undeclared wealth or income amounting to
about Rs 44 billion. This has brought 2,200 morc
xpayersinthe tax neand creaed increased
e T
putin plce tosupplement normal revenue ollection
cfforts, 50 no substantial changes are expected in
overall revenue performance, even afier thesizeable
collection of revenuc under the VDIS.

Hovwever, upon the request of the business
community, civilsocicty and others, His Majesty's
Government has extended the due date for payment of
res on undeclared wealch under this scheme by one
month. From the beginning of Falgun [mid-February],
the Department of [nland Revenue, based on informa-
tionithas, willniiate the necessary legal acion
against those who, despit waalthor

LN BAIRACHARYA

In light of the recent Voluntary Declaration of Income
Scheme and the cash crunch the government is facing,
we spoke with BHOJ RAJ GHIMIRE, Joint Secretary of the
Revenue Division of the Finance Ministry, about tax
evasion and reforms to the collection system.

" ; ionsl.

flered

and hed by us leave

income, have ot paid taxes.

The VDIS has been critcised on the grounds
that the same 20,000 taxpayers are harassed
every year. Why did that happen?

Twould like to make it clear that this scheme does not
argetany individual,group or community and is
basically intended to provide a one-time amnesty to
allthose who have accumulated wealth orincome
without paying tax on i, cither flly or partially. This
scheme shall notaffect regular and honest taxpayers,
butitwill not spare the dishoncst. The information
booklets putout by the Inland Revenue Department

1o room for doubt as to the scope of the VIS,

Does your list of suspects include politicians,
who are said to be the richest people in this

count

time using the opp they have b
How bad is tax evasion in Nepal?
Frankly speaking, there s no tax culture in Nepal, in
face,itis almost cultural to avoid taxes, whereverand
whenever possible. Ifonc talks ofincome taxalone, no

"The list prepared by the tax includ
all Kinds of people, and we have no intention of
sparingany group of people or community. Tax
administration, on the basi of information gathered
from various sources, has identified potential tax
evaders ofall kinds and s fully commiteed to
initiating necessary legal action if the identified
evaders don’t pay their taxes within the stipulated

e willingly wants to pay tax on whatever they have
camed and pocketed. Similary,ifone analyses the
volume of business in the country vi-i-vi the revenue
generated through VAT, one can casily asessthe extent
of ax evasion in the country. Inaddlicion, the lavish
lfestylesof people, the highrise uildings and expensive
vehicleswesee n the capital, how some children go to
the most expensive schools, the widespread use of

phones—allth indi be

potential axpayerswho are ot yetn the et

Individual taxpayers still fear harassment at
the tax offices. What is the government
doing to allay that fear and encourage
people to file income tax retums?
ubstantial have been made in tax ad;
tionin rhepm deude, which have resulted in the
high

levelof transparency in taxadmiristracion. The
introduction ofan account-based sef-asessment
system forincome tax has further guaranteed that the
process of ling recurns i simplified. The tax adminis-
wration has clarly defined the taxpayers rights and
cducaed payesabout e and shownis
cod:ofconduaduea.ngdmbehammofmrmjs
hasalso been implemented. The Central Monitoring
Unitatthe Minsty of inance responds quiclyto
protect anyinsaance of Al
these measures have posicvely contributed toreducing
the harassment fced by taxpayersat tax offices. But
more reforms are needed in the ax ystem, and
cquallyimporant are changes in the atitude of both
ax officialsand taxpayers. Only that can help to
developafoolproofsystem.

There have been a number of positive
experiences from around the world with
regard to contracting revenue collection
to entities outside the civil service.
Would this be a consideration in Nepal?
There are some instances where revenue estima-
tion- and collection-related functions have been
contractd out from the designated revenue
authorities. One of the success stories s Singapore,
where the government sets annual revenue collec-
tion targets in consultation with the revenue
authority headed by the Finance Ministry and the
latter s responsible for collections. Despite
significant reforms in the past, our tax system has
not given high yields. Our present priority should
be o build up our existing system with reforms—
quick changes don’t always pay off. So, it may be
t0o early to think about contracting our tax
collection.

BPC again

taken nearya decade, but Nepals
mountin muscum s taking final shape. Ac
leascthe ire phasei,a cvernousstrucrure

museum came woa standsilin 1997 after
Norbu'sdeath. Suddenly missing Norbu's
vision and fundraising skils—he managed to
e S ishing doine i

@ Save the Children

Sawve the Children (UK), an International NGO, seeks a

I'm'ev&véﬁ‘Nép:a\\ has ;)u.tb\‘d ;hé \ﬁd’ep u\;ve'r éo}nila}\); (\.Pé):ev;di h’a\;dh'a;ybv.odp .in.thé L;\d‘lu' :
take over the Butwal Power Company, which the government has been trying to privatise for the last three
years. The Interkraft bid was Rs 950 million—up from its third round offer of Rs 730 million—against the

Nepal’s mountain museum is finally taking shape. But what wil

designed to house the Hall of Himalayas, the  piece” #7) Although thisis only a soft opening, onlyfilacornerofthe hal, which s massive. hibit haudh: I I 4,20 mill l i § j
Halofcraions] Mouninsandihe il NNiAoffcilrspcingsomebignamsto — Themscam S Dol ounine e woundheworld, from Japan, o 5ec L e ) Communications Professional
3 Lud I h Il b he Ly Pa
“fr‘}f:;““’n“;mkh” emueunis :‘md clud " fauri ’ hyve ﬁw"P‘,“ it “‘thﬁ- . botany collection, an d Dr Ganesh C }V‘” p g NI‘A: ) The government has had four rounds of tenders in s attemp.to selts 75 percent holding m the BPC, but . . .
Mg fars hemusaun s erzog,the st person on Annapurna, an orthesof ancit workingout how tolisplay th wealh o pospone hemuseunts cheduld the process has been caught up in one tangle or another. (See *BPC on the block again,” #60) To assist our team to maximize our influencing potential

o ”i’ miss '0'2‘ R former y icgr hibits from local v ¢ inthe After p g Tist Nepal fear 98 anciaim The IPC-CG combine was disqualified from the bidding in the last round and the government rejected

rame of steel concrete beams, s unique shape Hashunmo - . climbers, dph ok be ondisplay. N "”T o300l b the lone bid from Interkraft on a “technicality,” essentially a typographical slip relating to the bid amount. We are currently searching for a person to join our team and support us to
P hoe Anc ine clubsfr ; The NMAalsohopes ohaveafestvalof 2003, the 50" anniversary of thefirt cof he e NMA which has leady henc Rs Government sources later told us the single bid had been rejected because the offer was too smallin make our work even mare highly influencing than it presently is. We want
bl et . A mosn i n e bll e o the Desina- ‘S“W“’ NN o dolar terms. How the privatisation of the BPC proceeds will be closely watched by other investors and somecne who il be responsible for the documentation of specific natiorm)
outto resemble’ Lmﬂunmm leubus, loafmecpa]xownd:ﬂclen( “Bummv ug e tion palcamp lurd m \“ fn rma- dmwd«{;:;v: ‘t“;m\:‘by';l‘sv‘fm inds mostly Nepal's donors. ?ﬁvgrc::gvle andI:‘:s:ri tt"u‘; ?‘s:sr‘\‘n;;‘ rtr;‘s;;vr::r::‘ ;:IT: t:‘ear‘lt‘;\er:lge ‘potemwal of projects

llect vl ly nentexhibits will include selections from past i .
museum =xperrsnemncemedrhmhe memorabi dmm.l) nu(mdupufm impresive mmL:Lmsnngm their preparation.  exhibii logical speci hival i
lshors olution. Th Saliburg hotographs sacli dotherpars- 6,654 m)inthecounty. Phase 1 and Ml ofhe Easier credit 1f you can demonstrate the following:

mountain museu is reat bm there'sno referred Nepal a 4 have  dif phernalia. museum, arestil at he blucprine stage, anda
olacion sy e St o e cer o r P e S oA oty mosninenhusissho vl berpbange The central bank has eased the rule requiring banks to obtain Business Credibilty information (BCT) on ® A background (academically and practically) In communicatians and a soclal
fthe Patan Museumn. A k berof ll Pokh dih 1l St museum. While  have been | 1993 For museum importers seeking to open Letters of Credit (LC). The Nepal Rastra Bank had decided last week that the science;

theNepal which =82 million. “We can'tafford that” ShresthawillE ibl forexplini The project hasbecn plaguedwith setbacks, _ expertse,the NMA hasalso managed to opein BIC' Sd""“(‘f g‘ih'“f&dag’g '°‘VI'L"P":|5 A $15,000, but has now 'a'sled that it to f?wﬂ;me b’?’:jk ""’j @ A high level of understanding and analysis of children's rights and

has been the driving force behind the musuem,  says NMA president Tashi Jangbu vision of dvwhat exactly ichop ial troublesand bickering. “Sometimes @ Ja,mmemmeolngm,m]merﬁom JICA, A T I "5”‘“':‘" o (el AL development Issues/theories,
Slmdumomng mdwp“mgmm 2 Sherpa. Even fthecapo oshowase, Dr Hark Gurung " : o+ | The updated every three months. While businesses are generally happy to have got their way, donors are

® Experience of preparing decuments and analysis In written (essential),
visual (strongly preferred); audio (strongly preferred) and web/CD-ROM
authoring (preferred) media to an international quality;

® Excellent ability to critically analyse documents and discussions;

® Excellent English, reading and writing skills (able te explain complex
concepts);

@ Ability to read and discuss in Nepali;

critical, citing this flip-flop as yet another example of the central bank’s poor ability to assess the market it
is trying to serve. They say this is a blow to the bank's credibility as an institution that frames rules and
sticks by them. Rastra Bank governor Tilak Rawal says the recent decision shows his “fiexbility” to adjust
rules if they are impractical.

2d |

museumisexpected to getvisitorsfromoutside,
butisdesigned primarily to make Nepalis more
awarcoftheir mountain cnvironment.

Butnow that the museum buildings
nearing completion, there are other concerns.
Although the museum, designed by a consor-
tium of architets from Kathmand-based
‘Sanday Kentro Associates and Narendra Pradhan
and Associates, is visually stunning, observers
sayithasitsshortcomings. “Accessto the
museum’ location and acces tothe main
enanceisdifficul,” saysan observer who
recendy visited it Thereisalso concern that
urbanisacion inthe rea will block the view ofthe
Annapurna, now clealy visblefrom the
building, NMA officials admit that some.
“faelifi” will be required i the urure, and have.
roped in architect Shankar Rimal o help with
changes,

scriptfor mountain history, Tashi Jangbu
Sherpa, president of theNMA, will

support, mmmg,hummgmmmj
hitches, there’salways some dclay. Thisis

Nepal—thingsstill ake forcver,”saysan NMA
official. The dream of former NMA president,
thelate Dawa Norbu Sherpa, work on the

29 Maythis year, the e
Mountainsand thefirst parcofthe Destinacion
Nepal campaign. (Se “Pokhara's new muscum

Nepalitwould

German glass

Pleass send a detalled lstter explaining how the above specifications are m
your €V and the names of bwa referees not later than 16th February 2002 to this idress

Far past of
"Communications Professional”
SC-UK/Nepal, GPO Box 992, Kathmandu
Or Fax 01- 527256

This post will be for the dUFAtion of WO YEars on CONract with passibility of review and extension
SC-UK promates and practices equal opportunities. Only shart lsted applicants will be natified.

5 cee.. Py
Company has begur |mg lhe enllre rang hcns ,&
Jenaer G\as kitchenware in Kathmandu. The range, which includes
accessories for measuring, cooking and baking and serving, will be retailed

through departmental stores and kitchenware outlets. Jenaer products are

heat-resistant, microwave safe and dishwater proof, says Yantoriya.

Skin care

Another German brand, Florena, has also hit the stores. Mayur Overseas Traders is now marketing
Florena cream with chamonile, vitamin E and extra UV protection, in addition to its range of body and baby
care products, including soaps, shaving creams and soaps.

The impressive roof lines ofthe Hallof the Hi
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weekin Thanel and
Gandharbas are not to be
scen, nor theirsarangi heard. Bucif
youenter thealley beside the Jump
Cluband walk up to the worroom
office ofthe Gandharba Artand
Culture Organisation, you'llaways
findsomeone here—laughing,
teaching, chattingand, naturaly,

kind smile and a cup of tea
from the Gorkha Restauranc
below. This, they say, i
where their strengeh lcs,
in unity, the same kind
they sa vith e
smile, th
helped bring houtin
I with their
songs. Thereis a great
dissetation for some

anthropologist out
therc in cxploring
the significance of
Gandharba songs in
nation building,
Along, long ime
tis told, before
R gads populated the
carch with humans, there
were musicians that
entertained the divinitics.
‘The Gandharbas fiddled
away on their arbaaz, the
original version of the
sarangi,and the
danced to their tuncs.
sidyllic stare
of affairs continued
until the powers that
be decided that humans
had outlived their
uscfulness in the higher
realms, and so would be
divided inco castes and sent
ingof
the unsuspecting humans from
the heavens was obviously an
occasion for great celebration and
all were invited to a grand feast.
Each caste was scated in its
assigned place and served food
and wine by comely apsaras.
Everyone arrived on time, except
the Gandharbas. They cameafter
allthe food had been apportioned
toall the castes. They could not
be turned away, hungry, and so it

down to earth. The bani

g

Music

was decided that all the other
humans would give a small sharc
of their meal to the Gandharbas.

And thatis how it has been
for centurics.

Gandharbas, the minstrels of
Nepal, have been singing for their
supperas long s anyone can
remember. Music is not just their
profession, it i their culture,
their life, cheir reason for being.
Unforcunarely, while they have
carned much fame from it, the
money has been significantly
slower to come, And in these
rapidly changing times, the
challenge facing the Gandharbas
is not just how to keep their
culture alive, but how to keep
their community tsclf going.

Noone knows where the
Gandharbas were originall
but most come from the wester
development region districts of
Tanahun, Chitwan, Lamjung, and
Gorkha. For centurics they have
been Nepal's mass media,
wravelling through the thousands
of villages singing oral histories of
gods, kings, and commoners.
Their more memorable songs tell
of King Prichvi Narayan Shah’s
fears that led to the unification of
Nepal, of the fire tha ravaged
Singha Darbar 30 ye: d
of Jung Bahadur huning tigers in
the tarai. Bu he allure of
Gandharba music for most
Nepalis lies in the songs they sing
ofloves lost and won, of the pain
and suffering of the common
person, such as Amai lesodhlin ni
khoi chhora bhanlin (Mother may
askwhere her son is."Sce bo for
translation.) ofa man who goes to
batdeand iswounded. Knowing
that he isabout o die, he sends a
poignant lettr o his family.

Unfortunately, the changing
masical astes of Nepalis are
posing quite  challenge to the
Gandharba’s music. The minstrels
who wandered have already given
up travelling through the villages,
and most of them prefer to come
o cities such as Kathmandu and
Pokhara. More than just the
disappearance of an art form, the
declin of the Gandharba's
traditional livelihood also signals
the loss of a vital source of

Nepals folk history.

Sadly, even those Nepalis who
understand the significance of the
musical tradition of the
Gandharba community do not
scem to associate the art form
with the people, an irony not lost
on the musicians. “Nepalis love
the sarangi but not the

House to house, door to door
They came to recruit

laments Sanu

Gandharba,” |
Kancha Gandharba president of
the Gandharba Art and Culture

Organisation. Ata recent
mecting, the intcllectuals of the
capital talked about the role of
the sarangi but not the man behind
the instrument, he tells us.
Atanother human rights

Asking whether we would like to have a job

Our hearts concurred

The major saab in the comer, he checked
The squint-eyed and the deaf, they went out
The healthy went to the hospital and were taken in

Six months from that day
We paraded barefoot

Many are wounded in the chest, and many more in the head
When | remember the wound in the head, my heart shakes

Mother may ask where her son is

Tell her Il come later

Father might ask where his son is

Tell him | am still fighting in the battlefields

Elder brother might ask where his brother is

Tell him his share of property has increased
Younger brother might ask where his brother is

Tell him the family has decreased

Elder sister might ask where her brother is

Tell her to return the gift she brought from her house
Younger sister might ask where her brother is

Tell her there is no gift for her this time

aw might ask where her brother-in-law is
Tell her to cut a goat and have a feast
My son might ask where his father is

Tell him to remove his c:

My daughter might ask where her father is.

Tell her to save her honour

Brothers will talk of me at the family meetings
Father will talk of me for six months, a year

Mother will talk of me forever

My beloved wife might ask where | am
Tell her to break her bangles and her necklace
Wipe her sindoor, and that her path is now open

Childhood was spent in play

My youth in the service of the government

| wanted to come, the enemy stopped me

I didn't come, death met me

Clock

far left: A special editic

meeting, virtually every other
dalit community was mentioned
but nota word about the

Gandharba. And that was why
Sanu Kancha didn’tattend the
sccond mecting, “I was heart
broken. Why should we go there
again? Wewill survive on our
own,” he says. The name
Gandharbais found in numerous
Hindu holy texts such as the
Purana and the Swasthani, but
mention in holy books is no
guarantor of a good
life—although
Gandharbas re
often offered
food, clothes
and moncy,
their caste bars
them from
entering the

d. i worth Rs 5000;

the cover ofthe soon-to-be-relcased Gandharba ko Mutu; Mohan
Gandharba, che only surviving Gandharba who can play chearbaz, the
original version of the sarangi; and Sanu Kancha Gandbarba, president
of GACO.

houses of other Nepalis. And
though singing s how they would
like o continue making their
living, they are forced to take on
odd jobs simply to survive, Few
have land they can call heir own,
and many arc heavily in debr.
Sanu Kancha himsclf has had
adifficult, not untypical lfe.
Nearly two decades ago, at the
age of 13, he started “running”
the streets, first of Basantapur
and then Thamel. “During the
carly days I just sang and walked
the streets, hoping for a kind car
tolisten to us and maybe praise
usand give usa few rupees. But
one day found that there were
some real admirers, especially
tourists who wanted to buy the
sarangi. And that was how
everything started for us.” The
Gandharba Arcand Culture
Organisation was established in
1995 on the advice of a kind-
hearted American. Itis the only
organisation ofits kind in Nepal
and has 110 members and a
branch in Pokhara. The organisa-
tion s entirely self-sustaining—
members make the four-stringed
sarangi and sell them to tourise,
and donate a quarter of the
proceeds to the organisation.
“Itisn’ta very dependable or
constant source of income, given
the current trends in tourism, but
even attimes when there are
plenty of tourists on the strcets,
itis difficult to carn more than Rs
2,000 -Rs 3,000 per week,” says
Sanu Kancha. Other than singing
and selling sarangi, madal (Nepali
doublesided drum), and basuri
(flute), some Gandharbas have
started teaching folk dance classes
o curious tourists, or music to
the odd Nepali music lover. Bikas
Yogi, a musician, pays Rs 2,000 a

month fora daily hour-long
course in playing sarangi. Yog is
enthusiastic about the four-
stringed Nepali violin. “T have
always loved the music of the
Gandharbas, but never had time
tolearn it. I finally took time out
and it has been worth it.”

People like Yogi fulfilan
important role. As the GACO
works to preserve the communi-
s heritage, its members find it

heartening when others, especially

other Nepalis, take an active
interestin it. Right now the
organisation is working to save as
many old Iyrics and songsand
record them for posterity. GACO
has gor together the oldest and

most talented of the community
to cutan album called Gandharba
ko mutu (The Heart of the
Gandharba), which will have 15
original Gandharba songs. Itis
expensive, says Sanu Kancha, but
the community is doingits best o
make sure that it works ou.
Many younger members of the
community say that preservation
of culturcalone s not cnough.
Educarion istheir long:-term goal,
and 23-year-old Raj Kumar
Gandharba says he acutely feels
the lack of a basic education.
“People call us gaine,it hurts.
We cannot answer back because
weare simple people. Ifwe were
educated, things might have been

different,” he says. The commu-
nity is increasingly concerned
about ensuring its future genera-
tions do not labour under this
handicap. Sanu Kancha, for
instance,is sending his two sons
toan English school, even ifit
means having to get by on only
one meal a day,

GACO, forits part, is sponsor-
ing two children in Tanahun district
and is planning to institute more
such scholarships in the future. Says
Sanu Kancha: “T hope education
will help them become better
human beings, and we hope they
never forget that they are
Gandharbas evenf they become
doctors or engincers.”
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Can Nepal do IT? K"

When and how did IT become so central to the

COMMENT

The old New World Order .

ebatesand protessabout
elobalision, mured sinclast
September’ terroristattacks,

aelikely o eturn wich normalcy.

by HAROLD JAMES

Historians have a keen sense of déja vu about globalisation.

cecccccssscecsscccccssssssscesssssecsssccccssssssnee

contagious financial panics that spread.

ssandards.Inthecentr, a berl unions, he new Rightisa competitive

The middle path

UNITED NATIONS - Rich and poor countries remain polarised on
key issues including debt relief, aid and the role of international
financial institutions in the run-up to a development finance
conference. Two-week preparatory talks for the International
Conference on Financing for Development (FfD) concluded two
days behind schedule, with a consensus declaration to be
adopted at the conference, slated for March in Monterrey, Mexico.

bl,lSIneSS and pnvate ives Of Nepalls? And whel’e ‘When they do, our ing, t fthe mmercial el p challenge for support. Tuﬂhm The talks were fractious and diplomats considered consensus an
. . . rifwelook world’ t_’u ancial ystem,an daturn to n mg mhﬂ isa in itself, but many were unhappy with the 14-
IS It gOIng? '”‘“‘]‘m” b dautark holly b 1. Instead. P major t orimmigrants pag 1. Developing country delegates said the FfD
kesakeensenseof | Whathad b 1914k nets spﬁxb(‘l\m:n Lcﬁundkign, therewas | may cut the wages of less skilled process has yet to reach its goa\ of giving them a bigger say in
esecses csees csees csees ¢ ! Jobalision b iy demand
iéav: ag0. workers Consequentlya demand for managin
the private sector. In fact, many IT | maintainingelectoral rollsand grew, so did the general public’s Greatachicy 1 afterthe war, giganti that fobali theexclusion ofthe products of “unfair highlighted the obvious, they sand privately—that beggars can't
profesionas el (hekue better inisteringl lesat the appetite for new gadgets. Abouta progress, dizzying new wechnologi trangled the world y 8‘0541&400"1!'3&'“&15 and re- compeition” s transmitted to be choosers. Swedish Ambassador Ruth Jacoby, co-chair of
offwithout th aggay Election G d decadeago, A the ITjn:‘.mul emarlab “ f ni nci"nsrs ‘\Vhenﬂ\c nire-Left parties the prep: 'y committee, said negotiations on development
ofunder-pe bumaucmcy hare market record k assembling PCs—this was, afterall, typewiter—esisted then, butso did ationb s y | cxremesofthepoli ; the French Socialsts or Ameri assistance had been the most time consuming. Only five
that they are now saddled with. Atabout the time Regmiwas | atime when you did not need 2 Rightand Lef | Democtas. . . countries—Denmark, Luxembourg the Netherlands, Norway
Thefist. computation machine learning the basics of COBOLon authorised distributors of branded o\\ltt{;lthc control of traditional IIn (h’c late 19 cencury, I‘:.ump‘e‘ s Ia‘ndr ;h:ﬁnnrmrﬂ mational Right moved o :n (hcl mo;i;T centre: 1;‘: something and Sweden—kept their promises to set aside 0.7 percent of
magincasenaronwhichall | arvdin Nl dutngte 71| Gl S R namestosellyou machins hat P, e A dbythe | facsm, thelef | ndarobuel9 cenuy Euopes SAG D derehping Sountiss she it anishnd L8
h 4 s CHE) of Mercandle . ked, even high-school grah . now; ash cam g ime frame to meet the target. “One major donor has never
ratonly nexwored V401t g o | ettt iy for ichindorid : cshs | Formuchofbepost1945perod, | spoussgoblision e accepte th targe, she said, tking an obvious Suige at the
dusbas. “and o numcall andpunchcrds ordaacay Afe | comy ur:r':nAp el plus. Axodmagdnncsmbmdnnvoncs maher than poor . farmpricsand rens el aristocracy | benelsfrom i, what cynicscal e United States, which refused to commit to an increase from s
J P }::y s e llp had b & h Kecing IT e appli foware f pit faced decline. So the landed e and Left fought batdlesfor Ndmﬂb\l» “Davos man. tisunlikey thatsucha current 0.2 percent of GNP and argued against firm targets and
o N h, the & - ouryeas hespentmarkeng i In | white appiication software for ploitation. Advanced bilised small-scale fa i tion cold | program, presented in these terms, can deadlines in the Monterrey document—prescriptions that found
processed online. Now think of the | govermment dascsatalocal Acabout this ime, annically- | Nepal. “Iwasbusyac CANallthe | clients around the world impoc i gan i e prodcemswhoshred s bel | p S msivecocon] T S e
IT park being builtin Banepa, and d ermane: 'I lhw hask day, did notexe dis d electronics eng time, my own businesses suffered, ‘The industry s ready and raring that i TR e e S e
thegovcrnment IT palicythatvwil, | and husvs o | oer work | arivedonch T scenc. Bjya and Lcoudnocsarcthesame T | g0 Whatitnecds s profs mbm‘,mm{ omange il Forthsgoups, . e e
in principle, result Computer Centr Krishna Shrestha, who had been businesses I " h sionals, P push disorderly capital migration d to redistribu- l leinall d culpritin the 1997/98 Asian financial crisis. (Ps)
computer Nepal, ded seling power back-ups and storage | says. Even though he personally that only government can provide. poleybecame more s, s ton Omhcl.eﬁ‘ hegr d d
ingbyover 2, . Jrorecord systems, tookover theleadershipof | missedtheboomhewasinpart | “Wenced o crate work. Ifwe meligecpinsofinmi Jassough i w | prosperiyand property rights e | rarc fihe five o ten . .
For most of us, the former Another census, another new In 1983 Sanjib started a the Computer Association of Nepal hrestharemainsa | cannotgetb broad an yinch h ek b aguries ofinternational markets. The | percentofthe vore that Germany's Bummg bras in Burma
scemsfinasic—hegorcmment | maching hsoneaBrih made | computerdivionasprtofhis (CAN)in 1995. Hisjob was passionate believerin the potential | nothing should sop the govern- immigrants, The process ofntegration policies,orstoptheuse | Lefr: Jobili Jiberal Free D Ry
owns these records and seems 1CL2950.I family’s busin labbvmg(opmITon(heuauenal O T in Nepl Hehasmovedonto | ment o cringieright e dafier WWand desroyed | of he oldorder, lessvisible in poliical i TSI‘I‘":P:G'(":;EW‘;La;e‘figmf‘:’:é’;‘f:u::‘a‘:r"yeg"gfs’;:gr'g"rﬁm
unwilling to make them more: back by “Form hobby | agenda—CAN wasalrady different saysRegi.“Schjobs notorly inthe Great Depression, n asrics of ! parties than n labour movements,but | malaise and helplessness, and 20 g el LR
! e me e " crea - e " s dhock Py inine oflbour b i or labour organisations and exiled Burmese groups over working
systematicand accessible—and the | anda 640 MB hard drive in that turned into a business,” says abou(havmglOO,UUU P SAFATe ip al ry l conditions, It says it willclose is factory
latter, pointless. Nepal lacksan IT | addition to 800 gigabytes of storage | Rajbhandari. “In those early years email and the Internet by 2000,at | his mm\vuhLAN Andyethe furfreshgradua(ss theywill also hausted: ck because {here within the next four months and \ay off -
successstory that peopleon the | drives, which came n fouruniss. | we'werea handful of people atimewhen governmentwas daboutthe help makeg more theworld changes oo rapnﬂ)’ for TN e G e e ~ !
round can relate to, whlch s Peoy |ev\hu lmow(hclrcum uters ropingin the dark, not knowing shuttingdown the NCCand there | importance of the computing efficient.” conservatism asstasis 1o be coherent or ; i '
8 P P groping ar, owing. 8 por puting - ‘Triumph of using forced labour and said they

perhapswhy peop
industry can't undersmnd rhe
hooplasurroundingthe govern-
ments new IT policyand the
tepeated pleas from the sector to
pleascimplementit, fust.
Butalitdle-known factabout
Tnformation Technology n Nepal is
thatichad enthusiasts—even n

mivedy fed essablicesof

the ICL. Butit did what it was

supposed to doinicsday,and

helped the NCC stay in business for

another decadeor so.
“That

into.” Today Mercantile s the
largest Internet Service Providerin
land al -mployer

was no ministry or department to
carry the torch. Says Shrestha,
“Tha goal has become reality
today.” At CAN Shresthaspenta

in the counery's IT sector. Its
arediviconal )

good deal of ime running becween

dmany of s

government
i i back d

paccatwhich

industry. “One job inITis worch
10in traditional businesses,” says
Shrestha. “With one computer you
can add value from Rs 5,000-Rs
15,000 per person, with ltcle or no
investment.”

Ncpa] ‘s IT and I T-related

theindustry was developing a the
time,” says Suresh R:gm, an
clectrical

former employ ith
industry giants such as Microsoft
and Cisco Systems, I the mean-

decades ago. Butitwas the private
sector pioneers who have managed
to make theindustrya viable one.
“Today, though the government has
aministry to oversee I Tand iscven
planningan IT parkin Banepa, the

about 12 engineering graduates who
joinedthe NCCin 1982, Regi

time, Rajbhandari has decided to
playup Nepalsown srengehs n

ork for
which had no institution that could
take charge of te fledgling
industry. “CAN became the [T
NGO, doingallthe promotion and
Iobbyian ne st o Shocet

now
Profsional Compuer Sries,
which has

andi moving

tha’s own firm,

high-val
gl
assisted ,suchaslm

somelage ol programs—VAT
b

lagely by

Inland Revenue Office,

new call centre in Thamel.

Tronically, Sh
Beltronix, o

today, despite the

dustry already has over 500
companies—from small ncigh-
bourhood computer assembly
operations to larger companics
that employ over 500 people.
Thereare over 100 training
institutes, from the small, one-

classroom sct-ups to those

Nepal engineers e already
producing world-class software
solutions used by banks,share
market managers and some
govenmentoffces. Mercanilc has
recentlyintroduced banking
software that uses biometricsfor
fingerprint authentication, and the
nextstep s moving nto authenti-
cating retinas. Others are specialis-
inginairline booking applications,
carpet design toolsand web-based
seatch engines, or designing
software for usein income tax
administration.

providingi recog
nised courses. Nepal has more
than 10 ompanies hatsecialie

B i Lt e
e tesratac s neslo 2

A5 ETEN T FRCGRAM QFF ER

u_u_n-ncue mwumrs ARE TS COURASEY

YACANCY ANMNOUNCEMENT

o

it

are

e

EEPESE RS

e e e P o Lnder 1 PEScea
(prS c/,,m‘\:r-n.\-scn

S
e

" cc's-\:.-nﬁ IETREL RD
SlernA ETR CCTORAS BT AN CTOen 5T
W pe erer - oo g“cr se

B DT I E S 3R A ST

eI
iy A e e 3000

S AT

A

e g vy a T

C=ieuives Qi e

LUSAIDMepal
M

Brim

onlyin
ot to mention the freclance
workers who sit at home and

Many of th
institutions have carned cerifica-
tion from large computer compa-
niessuuch as Microsoft, Oracle,
Noveland Cisco, othersare top-
rated by university run standards
like Carnegie-Mellon's CMM—

o

Mandala House
APARTMENT HOTEL

E”'ﬁ;g
S Tmin

Prime Ministar's R, Baiuwatar,

e wwa,Irandata com. i

Regmi's PSC ratesa perfect five on
chis scale. Industry insiders sy
there are more capable individuals
and firms that could be cerified
according to international sand-
ards,ifthe process weren'tso
cxpensive.
Onaverageabour2,000

appealing, clasic socialism because the
apidicyof change crodes raditonal
Iabour positions in the same way. The
bankrupecyof these respectable but now
outmoded positions opens thedoorfor
anew populism based on an anti-

obalisaion groundswel Thenew/old

had proof that child workers were used to
upgrade the facilities on the site. They also
accused the company of supporting the
military government. Burma has one of the
worst human rights records in the world
and its working pvactlces have heen

emsert Sremsin
ataiiaan

r-looking and likes th
idea ofthe revival of the nati

y i
ngamsauon In Nnvember 2000, the ILO called on its mem-

protective bubvark againstforcign
goods, migrans, foreign ownership. It
isalso dangerousand destructive, and
washa nsiblefor Eutope’s
hideous politics i the first half of the
20" century. # (Project Syndicarc)

(ktarold James is professor of

history at Princeton University and
author of The End of Globalization:
Lessons from the Great Depression,)

OPINION

Balancing rights with might

Fa process of

Leading

D idSetember 11 markhecndofaperod ofthe cxpansion ofthe human

human rightsorganisacions- Amnesty Internacional, Human Rights
W, delnemadonlComnisionof s e s mighndcde

by JOSE ZALAQUETT ‘

Human rights watchdogs must never lower their
guard, permissiveness is a slippery slope.

Information Technology graduates - gy ol Grane, leexpectthe U . Ltesuch
enterthe job market every year, bk hardwonconguess. i hemul
some find jobs locally, others head Ever ind th onal b Buronean neverbe oo carcul. Aferall human nghlswelcbomﬁomrhc
abroad. “Ifwe don’t create work, v chincreasing. o lower their
well have high-level rained Jiical kil darbicray It guard andany permisivencssaslppey slope.

duates heading dbroad heab inthe process,itgot Thecxp«mlon po
adds Regmi. “Ifnothing, the i i fih ional mediaand dh enshrined in the very text I human nghrsnnrm\. Human
government can help market the d Indh he end of the Cold War, the wreatiesallow for th i ightsonly if: (a) th ffi
edusty abroad. Frvidual impetus. Theglobal agenda b bed aimed ywhichvitall security of the nation;
companies e justtoosmall o by novelnitativs for thead ljustceand forthe o)t lopted dby thesiation; and 0

protection of human righ ' 1 forms of universal hy Jied only to the extentand for i

thinkabout penetracing the
markets that we actually have the
potential toserve.” ¢
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jurisdiction, humanitarianintervention.

demanded by hesinaion. Thnelm(twnm( a-ailled thepriniplesof

Yecin thewake of eptember 11, thefocus of the debare has suddenly shifeed, y fie the Geneva G
anditnow revobes sround the cxtent o which i may be s osuspend or intrnaionl theconductofwarfre. All I
restrict \urh immigration forced by awell-established ional j d ich holds that in the
proce f s fetheso-called “Waron  gray arcas ofthe balance ighes and rstrictions, judges should
Terror” ively. Many ! fllyin the United St favorofights.

o unorthodo warsil AlQuoda “Thefigh ! kscapableofd !
armed conflice jtary baran, oyl Whatiscalld for
In the face of this trend, human ri dly for choughtfulad: fwell-established legal
ingon thealert. They sense thatthey havebeen though thisbefoe. Theycan  princpls. IhmsaLask\halmlgh\wIxoonduclcdm[hcoldsplmofhcallh»

I d hofieied uspicion

C}ulc. for le, aby

abuse. But if the human righ ner this

vindicated by history. (“Didn’t weabways sy that you cannot f'ght.xdmy war

withour dirtying yourhands?").

th of that. Invoki

emergency - the nced to fighta communistthreat,the defenseofasocialist

lincof deteandnquiry withanopen mind, it may begin toloe hesuppore
of honestpublicopinion, ithas drawn th
political ncrgy to get as faras it has. #  (PojccSmcicarc

ist and Professor of |

revolution, ital
God's will—is the time-honoret

tional or

oftyrannical

Jose Zalaquett is a h
the Uniy Chile.

unions and empl 1o reconsider
their ties to Burma because of the persistence of forced
labour. Triumph, which has been operating in Burma since
1996, has denied that any of its facilities make use of forced
labour, insisting that conditions for its employees there are
much better than the norm. Activists stepped up their activities
two months ago with the launch of a high-profile campaign in
Great Britain, with the catchphrase “Support Breasts, Not
Dictators”. A statement from the company blamed the increasingly
emotional tenor of the debate. But a spokesman added that a
further reason for the pullout was that the company saw no
prospect of democratic change within Burma in the near future.
He said Triumph was working on a social plan to help employees
in Burma who would lose their jobs, and this would consist of
some form of compensation.
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Individuals [Maoists] who want to surrender
must fill in this form before they can do so.

Budhabar, 26 December

Frn - sy g A

The Chief District Officer,
District Administration Office, ...

Subject: Surrendering

Iam no longer amember of the Maoist Terrorist Organisation, nor am | affiliated with any of ts sister
organisations. | am not a supporter or a well-wisher. By providing my personal details, and by pledging
my allegiance to the Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal 1990 from today, | surrender before you.

Attached is a Rs 5 revenue stamp.

Personal details about individuals who have surrendered

1. Name, Surname:
2. Middle name:
3. Address: Temporary -

Permanent- Zone:
Municipality/VDC
Tole:

4. Father/Husband:
5. Grandfather:
6. Appearance:

7. Age or date of birth:

8. Educational Qualification:

9. Profession:

10. Citizenship/Passport No:

11. Contact Place, Tel No., Person:

12. Position held during involvement in terrorist activities:

13. Date of surrender:

14, Contact office while surrendering:

15. Oath taken while surrendering:
16. Surrender mediated by:

17. Individual or group handed over to after surrender:
18. Name of school, university attended:
19. Name of office, corporation, private company served in:

20. Background:
Applicant
Name:

Address:
Signature:

VEEK

Zone:
Municipality/VDC
Tole:

Weight:
Colour of Eyes:
Sex:

District:
Ward No:
House No:
District:
Ward No:
House No:

Height:
Colour of Hair:

(ﬁemmmended by) B

QUOTE OF THE

“IfTwere nota Bahun, I would also have been offered a garland every year.”

—Senior politician Ram Hari Sharma, President, Nepal Praja Parishad. Sharma was spared a death
penalty by the Rana rulers on the vircue of his“superior” Bahun caste. Budhabar Saptahik, 30 January

“This government always talks about begging. We might have to leave thisplace

forthe ministersone day.

= Prakash Weekly, 28January

Maoist torture

Himal Khabarpatrika, 29 Janu:
[

a
Duradanda, in Lamjung Distict,is
three hoursvalk fom the roadac
Besisahar. Muktinath Adbil
principalofthe Padmini Sanskic
Higher Secondary School, was aking
anarithmetic clas n grade 10ac
noon on 16 January when armed
Maoistsarrived and took him away.
Ona hillside overlooking the town,
they tied 45-year-old Adhikari o a
tree with his muffler, thrusca skewer
through his shoulder and chestand
then shot him in the right temple
witha pistol. The villagers had been
waned not to remove the body, or
theywould also be killed. Itwas
only removed and cremated when
MP Haribhakea Adhikari and Ram
Bahadur Gurung flew in on  police
helicopter the next day. Maoists say
Adhikari was killed because he was
aninformant, had not given 25

percentof the Dasain bonus o the
school teachers o the Maoist cause,
and continued to teach Sanskic
despite warnings not to. Adhki
wasamember of Amnesty Interna-
tional Group 79.

No more graft?

Jana Bhawana, 28 January

Some senior minisers in Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s cabinet opposed o
the prime minister’s moves to set up
ahigh-powered anti-corruption
commission are geting togecher to
opposcit. Fearing that they could be
sweptinto the dragner,che senior
ministers are said to have disagreed
with the idea to give the special
commission the authority to fight
corruption.

after meeting with senior UML
leaders, obscrvers sa.
But Deuba may ficea mutiny
i i b

proven, thenit follows that those
found guilty should be punished—
under the very ordinance they

and fanning the flames will be
Deuba's ival Girija Koirala, whois
waitingin the wings ostagea

His Majesy. Otherwise democracy
and the rule of law will lose their
mening, How can thos iving

comeback. Tt
truch for Deuba. Does he have the
polical willand the confidence to
push through with the commission?
[AAh: lained that

free when villagers
who have ided the Maoists by
giving them food o donations
underdes and threas hveeen

ithas not been ableto prosecute the
corrupt because of thelack of
relevant laws, But thatis not the
only problem—thereare questions
about how the commissioners
chemselves arc appointed and by
whom. s prety eviden tha the
commissioners have been poliical

subjected
actions by the sccurity forces?

Khotang’s plight

Déshanar, 37 Janu

]
Villages in Khotang district have
been having slespless nightsafier

6

appointees. Itis this politi
rha( has px:v:med the CIAA from

against those

No»cmbcr T he Maoists who fled

guilty of corruption. Maybe this is
why Deuba wants o go fora high-
why Deu b

and Okhaldhunga
disticts aier the security forces
intensified theiraciviies there have

“The prospect of a special commis-
sion againstgraft s probablywhat
worries some senior ministers.

Star gazing
Deshantar, 27 Jamaary

People resore to Tantric soothsaying
when they cannot getassurances
from relacives anymore, and
supporters il to shore up their
sclfconfidence. On 22 January
Prime Miniscer Sher Bahadur
Deuba did the same by viscing
Jhunjhun Baba at Pashupacinarh.
The Baba assured the prime
minister that no one would be able
todilodge himfrom offc inthe

been havocin Khotang, The
villagers are caught betvween the
crossire from three sides—the
Maoists,the security forces and the
activists of the Khumbuvwan Mukti
Morcha (Khumbuwan Liberation
Movement) inthe south of the
distict, According to a member of
the District Development Commit-
tec, about nine public employees
have been ailed so far, but cven
now security forces have been
unable o go into the vllages,
forcingvillagrs o flc o the plains
orKathmandu. According o2
eacher who did not want to be
named, even the Chief District
Officerhas been moving betveen
Kathmandu and the plainsand has
told teachers hathe s unable o

. After that,
anc Minister Dcuba returned to
idence in Baluwatar and
rganised a for his cabinet

vby gmngdonmom ©
e KMM, are now

collcagucs. What his shows is that
the prime minister is unsure about
his own future in government. Bue
there isa larger fear among the
peoplein general, that the habit
government has of rushing
cverything may endanger democracy
itelf..

A helping hand

Deshantar, 27 January

According to the Terrorism and
Disruptive Acts (Prevention and
Control) Ordinance, anyonewho

the move e sid tobe Chrianjib
Wagle, Khum Bahadur Khadka,
Bijaya Kumar Gachhedar, Bal
Bahadur KC, Sarad Singh Bhandari,
Jaya Pralash Gupta. Deuba s said to
be determined to get the special
commission to sarc with the clean
up within the governmenttself, and
secsome high-profile cxamples.
Deuba had carlier said he was
willing to give the Commission for
the Ivestgionforthe Abuse of
Authorit

has ided the Maoists in any way
becomesan accompliceand s lable
o be punishd. The Royal Nepal
Army, the police and the armed
policeare not fighting the Maoists,
cssentially because of that law But,
surprisingly, there salso the
chance thatthose who ordered the

securieyfrces o ight the Maoist

being taken in for questioning by
the sceuriy forces,

Prisons of the

‘The Deparument of Prison MamgL
ment recently admitced that prisons
throughou the country are
overloaded 25 percent over their
capacity. One reason prisons have:
been overcrowded, isthat more than
2,000 artests were made following,
the declaration of the sate of
emergencyon two months ago.
‘Thercare 69 funciioning
prisons in the country—the district
prisons in Syangja, Dang, Dolpa
and Solukhumbu were destroyed by
the Maoists. There arc 6,200
persons ocked up i facilties meant
for only about 4,000. “Prisons need

usingthe sam
likely o be caughtin the tangle At
aparfamentary commitce mecing
astweek Member o Parliament

persecutethe guily. He had even
drfcd n anticommupion ordi-

Lilamani Poudel sald he has proof

says Umesh Prasad Mainali, director
general of the Department.

‘The government has formed nine
fail eform commiittes in the past, but

dhahe oy s
Ps h:

noneof
beenis

nance, but thi dtothe d dueto the cash
ckburner ! d he M: 'lhc crunch. The Home Ministry requested

ministers opposed i. Rastriya Prajacantra Pas Re8 millon o restorehe four
When the drafe d Meher Shreuhaand Poudel buch Maoists, but

thecabinet twoviecksago, Wagle,
Gormadota ™

said thatthey could provide

the Finance Minisry could not come

opposcd . The draf wasa esultof
discussion berween Deubaand the
CIAA’s chi The

and four other minsters had
reglrty iven the Maoists
ifts. The issue of

being “too ambitious” and said there
h helawand

d MPs giving dona-
tions to Maostssikely o be
discussed ina

anawordinance was not required.
Faced with a policical dead-end,

Deuba hbringing inthe idea ofa

high-evlani-corruption commis

patiament. The commitice is
axpeced woalin he MPsvho

upwithit. Mz the Home
Miniscry i planning to requesta R
32.5 million budget or reforms and
repairs in the 69 functioning prisons.
Allthe prisons in Nepal were
buil during the Rana regime and
because repairs re not a priority
and the security systemsare weak, it
iscay forcapivs o cscape. A
Hom dus that

have offered to mak
available. It was disclosed at the

sion toshow that he
the matter. Even the Left opposicion
isofthe oinion thatcorrupion

that the prim

minister had given Rs 9,000 and

government neverallocared a budgee

that others, includ;

forit. Healso sid that the Ministry

cannot a“new
kind of commission”. Deuba started
pushing ahead with his new idea

{14 MPs, had
atdifferentinstances given dona-
tions adding up to Rs I million. If

wolisc
jil reform under the development

budgetin the coming fical yer:

riginally from Bhojpur

district and now living in

Biratnagar, writer Parshu
Pradhan is the author of seven
short story collections and one
novel. In the story below, which
originally appeared in the 2050 BS
(1992/93) collection Euta
Krantipurushko Janma, he gently
‘mocks the petit bourgeois narrator
for drifting through life, in a way
that is familiar to anyone
observing the youth of Nepal's
comfortable classes. He also
mocks, just as gently, those who
do not drift, but connive fixedly
for wealth—even if that means
selling their gods.

FLASHBACK
Many years have passed by
aimlessly. This is how my life is;
yesterday it was the same as the
day before, or as a few years
back. Who doesn't dream of eating
well, wearing good clothes and
spending their days in comfort?
That's how life was, that's how it
is, that's how life came, and that's
how it's moving along. But in the
past few months it feels like there
have been changes in me. | look
outside—the sky has been
replaced, there is no blue iniit. It's
like a heap of black, the black of a
demon that seems torise to block
all my roads. For many days | hadin't
been able to venture out, | il
haven't, | don't even want to go out.

There's a winter's chill, but
don’t know how the cold feels.
There is a city to roam all day
long, and friends to meet. And in
the evening if there is a chance |
must visit the campus. What new
cinemas have come out, who are
the hero and heroine? How is their
acting? Al this | have memorised
by heart. This too | know: whether
or not there’s rice at home, there
will be rice on one’s plate at night.
Whether or not there's money to
pay the fees, on the 15" of the
month the fees will be paid. On
Saturdays, if there isn't goat meat,
there'll be buffalo meat to feast
upon. And sometimes in the
evenings there will be parties to
throw with companions. There's a
readymade answer when | reach
home late—"I've been studying all
night at Dhruba's—I'm sick of all
this trouble! What do you know
about studying?” The censure of
my aged mother gets squelched
by my father's voice—‘What do
you know about studying, whore?
Asonis a son. You don't have the
right to scold him like that.” | sit,
always, on the back bench of the
classroom. Everything taught by
education is easily understood,
and just as easily forgotten. The
memory of any pretty girl on the
street burdens the entire brain.
Her eyes give chase when | sit
down to study. Sometimes | sing a
song, sometimes | compose
poems of youth from early in the
morning. There is a whiff of beer
in life, and a whiff of romance. At
times life rises like the sun, at
times it dies like a corpse in a

t

traded in cups of tea and coffee:
and sometimes | yearn to babble
unconscious. | also feel like
sleeping in an open state. That's
how itis.

And then there arises a fancy
for a soldier's life. Some friends
have already become lieutenants,
‘some brag of having become
captains, some are in line to
become colonels. | reach home in
the dark night. | know that my
father and mother are already
asleep. | click my heels together
and salute my father in full
soldier's form. Half asleep, half
awake, my father startles—"Since
when did you become a soldier?” |
laugh proudly.

“If you want to join the military,
I'llcall on all the bosses | know.
So? But you can't run away and
come back home....”

1nod my head, signaliing
agreement. |am enrolled as a
soldier. Training begins. The start
of an extremely organised life!
Wake up to the toll of a bell and
sleep to the toll of a bell. That too |
get sick of. One night | run away
and reach home. Instead of
saluting my father, | join my hands
and make a humble request—
“Father, | can do any work, but |
can't be a soldier. You can feed
‘me only one meal a day. I'll come
back home.”

I'know that it's hard to leave
once you're a soldier, but my
father’s reach goes way up. How
far up—that | don't know.

Again another horizon
unfolds. One must to business,
the goddess Laxmi graces
businesses. There is much wealth
to earn. One must erect huge
buildings, it's fun to cruise the
three cities at the steering wheel
of acar. | rent a house on one
side of the street and open a
shop. Crowds of customers start
to form. Cash and credit are both
inuse. Not that | haven'thung a

sign saying “Udaaro premko
kainchi ho"—credit is the scissors
of love—but amid winks and
whispers, credit is granted
somehow. The list of items in the
shop starts to dwindle. But the list
of people in the credit folio
burgeons. My shop is a central
meeting point of sorts. Once in the
morning, once in the evening, the
boys of the neighbourhood gather
and talk of the world. Why did
Nixon lose the elections and the
Vietman war and so-and-so's
daughter eloped: all this is heard
here. Connoisseurs capable of
comparing the taste of booze with
the taste of hashish gather here.
Film heroes also show up. A few
heroines come as well, on the
excuse of buying something. | not
only trade in daal, rice and oil, but
also step up to exchange the love
letters of friends. Sometimes | am
kept up all night by thoughts of
going to Bombay to starin a
cinema, and at other times by
thoughts of becoming Toyota's
primary agent

| also start to exchange looks

A E

THE FULBRIGHT & THE EAST-WEST CENTER
2002 SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION

Tne Commission for Educational Exchange between the United States and Nepal
200

AII applicants must:

2002);

be eligible for a U.S.

be considered.

possess Nepali citizenship;

2 demonstrate in all post-intermediate degrees a minimum aggregate marks o
56% for students in non-technical fields (humanities and social sciences), and
60% for students in science and technical fields. (The minimum requirements
for students under the semester system are: 65% in non-technical fields; 70%
in technical fields; or a Cumulative GPA of 3.5/4.0 in either field.)

3. have a high level of competence in speaking, reading and writing English.
(Applicants who pass the first screening will be required to sit for an English
test during the application process. The test requirement will be waived for
those who have a valid TOEFL score of 213 or higher and have submitted
copies of their score reports with their applications.)

4. be under 40 years of age as of the application filng deadiine date (March 29,

5. possess either a four years bachelor's degree; or, if the bachelor's degree was
of fewer than four years duration, then a masters degree is also required, such
that the total number of years of formal education equals at least 16;

6. have at least three years (for men) or one year (for women) of post-bachelor's
degree, fullime, professional work experience in an area directly relevant to
the applicant's chosen field of study as of the application filing deadiine date
(March 29, 2002) and document this experience by letter(s) from employer(s)
that verify applicant’s position(s) and years of employment;

7. be in excellent health, as evidenced by a letter from a medical doctor; and

visa,

8.
Note: Individuals holding master's degrees equivalent to a U.S. master's degree
should not apply, nor should individuals who have previously resided in the United
States for six months or more during the preceding five years.

(Applicants must submit documentary evidence for items No. 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7.)
Application Forms & Deadlines: Application forms and detailed information regarding
the competition are available from the USEF/Nepal office at: the American Center in
Gyaneshwor; the Ministry of Education; the National Planning Commission; the Rec-
tor's Office, Tribhuvan University; Kathmandu University Rector's Office; and with Cam-
pus Chiefs at out of the Valley degree campuses. Applications and information may
also be accessed and

for the Fulbright and the East-West
Conter (EWC) Scholarships Those selected would begin their studies in the US
beginning August-September, 2003. (a) The Fulbright program provides all expenses
(including travel) for a Master's degree program of up to two years at selected U.S.
universities, in any field except medicine, engineering or computer science.  (b) the
EWC scholarships of the University of Hawaii (UH) are available for Masters o doc-
toral-level study in any field offered at UH and cover all tuition and fees, but not travel
expenses. Applicants for either program may be employees in any government or
semi-government agency, private business, NGO or INGO.

General Requirements for Entering the Competitit

rom the C

website:

www.fulbrightnepal.org.np. Application forms must be taken out from the USEF office
or downloaded from the website by 4:00 p.m. Friday, March 15", 2002. No applica-
tions will be given out after this date. Duplicate, hardcopy, completed applications
must reach the Fulbright Commission (USEF) no later than 4:00 p.m. Friday, March
29%, 2002.” Incomplete applications or applications received after this deadine will not

J,\THE AIMLESS LIFE:
..~ Parshu Pradhan

with the lass who lives across the
store. Sometimes she smiles a
crooked smile, and sometimes
she’s bold enough to blind me with
the reflection of the sun on a
mirror. In the store there is no
cash for her, and no credit:
whatever she needs, she is
immediately served. The daal and
rice stocked for a month don't
even last a week. | keep on
supplying. | am pleased to hear my
father and mother comment that
their son's habits have improved,
business is doing well. But who
knows what is going on inside me?
There's great loss in business, it
seems. One night I pick up the lass
across the store and take off,
‘without any aim.

As long as the money lasts,
there are regular trips between
Calcutta and Darjeeling. We miss
no cinema, we skip no high quality
hotel. But slowly our dream world
starts falling apart. As the money
runs out, our undying love story
starts heading towards tragedy.
Her road and mine separate. She
starts working in the vast urban
space of Calcutta. | measure life in
sireets and buses. Sometimes
there is a train station, sometimes
crossings and bazaars. Some-
times there are the brothels of
Sanogachhi, sometimes the
Kalighat temple. The city | left
behind scares me from time to
time—with the thought that | am
abroad. But | placate myself by
meeting others who share the
same fate. Sometimes | turn
myself into the dirty glasses and
plates at hotels, sometimes |
become a Gorkhali doorkeeper. |
have become capable of compro-
mising with any situation | am met
with. There is bravado in my mind,
and bravery.

)y MANJUSHREE THAPA

Then again another horizon
unfolds. | return to the old city.
Many of my own people have
forgotten me, many have stopped
recognising me. The small girls |
left behind have become young
women, and the elderly have been
lost. My father and mother too
have taken the road that does not
turn back. Because of business
debts, the house has gone into the
hands of merchants. Now only the
city is my own, because | was
born there. But there is no house,
and no warm room. | am in the
street. | make myself believe that |
was always in the street. Those
living on the street | left behind
have erected buildings, they have
begun to ride cars and rove the
five star hotels. | hear that all the
gods and goddesses showered
them with their love, gave them all
their wealth and headed abroad.
No such blessings were show-
ered on me. If only I'd devoted
myself to god! | always doubted
god, | always said one shouldn't
succumb to blind faith.

I walk in a city frozen by the
cold, and compare myself to
naked trees. My friends aren't
willing to recognise me. They've
already forgotten the past. |
remember the past but have
forgotten the future. My hair is
graying and lines of old age are
sketched under my eyes. Only
one thing is unclear now—which
country am | from? Which soil wil |
have to rest upon? | have with me
an old coat, given by some
generalfrom the Rana rule. Most
of itis torn; I've stitched itin
twelve places. | can wear it in any
heat or cold. How many days Il
wearit, | don'tknow. I'm looking
for an American hippy to whom |
can sell this antique.

In eastern Nepal.

lap of pure nature.

restaurant that serves

e coviiael your travel agent o disecily o

Kamaladi, Kathmandu
Voice: 223466/ 246942, Fax: 240992
E-mail; salesi promatenepal com

Tappu Wildlife Camp
24 Bedded Sa

1 W

An opportunity to diseover Koshi Tappu Wildife Camg during this
winter. An excellent alternative to Chitwan and Bardia for nature
and wildlife lovers. Unique possibility to experience and view
almost 400 species of birdiife and some of the most rare and
endangered wild games on the most peaceful and relaxing setting

Give yourself and your family a stimulating & meaninghul break
away and far from the maddening crowd of Kathmandu into the

Your visit will help o protect the habitat of all kinds of flora &
fauna, as the camp is deeply invoived
vothz‘r with local villagers. The local children can learn maore

about the importance of nature in their life, please do
o e et which e supported by the Camp and share
knowledge with the teachers and children,

The camp with 12 deluxe safari Lents with rustic bul modern
amenities including hot and cold shower, fully stocked bar and
and Continental cuisine escortesd

by trained ‘Naturalist' will ensure your visit wil be memorable onel

Special offer to introduce you Koshi Tippu Wildiife Reserve',

Az 39 A
7

Tented Camp

r Offer

in conservation 6 presenation

el pu. Lid,

graveyard. Sometimes joks
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TOWN YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

MOVIES

+  Chinese film festival 7 February, 4.30PM, Zhang Yimou's The Road Home. 8 February,
4PM, Shadow Magic. 8 February, 5.30PM, The Birth of a Shooting Star. 9 February, 3PM, Post-
men in the Mountains. 9 February, 5.30PM, Shower. All screenings at the Russian Cultural
Centre, Kamal Pokhari, free passes at venue. Supported by the Chinese Embassy, sponsored
by Nepal Himalaya Border Trans Trade Association. Organised by World Cultural Net and The
Kathmandu Film Archives.

-q

%‘

EXHIBITION

< Spring collection 2002 Watercolour paintings of flowers and botanical art by Neera J
Pradhan. Until 25 February, Park Gallery, Pulchowk, 10AM-6PM, except Saturdays. 522307
+ Life of Boudha Stupa... and beyond Exhibition of photographs by Susan Stebbins of the
people and everyday activities that take place around Boudhnath Stupa, and highlights of
Nepal. Until 5 February, 9AM-4PM, Sammelan Hall, Shangri-La Hotel. 435741

“We do we not qualify for debt relief
although we are one of the poorest
countries of the world. A large portion of
EOORWGET our interal revenue goes in servicing

“To my mind there is one major shortcoming to
the participation here, you know who I am
missing—I| am missing half the population of
Nepal. There a so few women here. If you
debt, simply because we have paid our want to be realistic, and if you want to be
sMy dues on time. We are a good borrower." more down to earth, you should bring more
Morilal Banarsidass Publishers, New Delhi, 1999 women.”

“Ifind this (Foreign Aid Policy) still rather polite,
perhaps too polite in dealing with donors. (A
‘section) says to ‘ensure compatibility and con-
vergence of foreign aided development activity
with national development priorities'... | think the
less polite way of saying this is: many donor

% The Artof Indian Asi

Mythology and Transformations Heinrich Zimmer

TALK § projects are missing the point...”
¢ Tanrc Buddhism, Sexual iation and Monasticen: Are They Comalible Telk by Re4g00(wovolumese) i ssoelsaleyo Ram Sharan Mahat, Ingrid Ofstad, Ken Ohashi,
Isabelle Onians, Oxford U . 4 February, 3.30PM, Library Hall, Royal Nepal Academy, dian aras well s akey )
isabele di_"r‘:‘o”ysa‘ N"esgl Ac“a“fe';‘yan AR A PRy H:‘delb‘;{g Ur‘iez,si& 207 lh::ymbohsmoﬁhts:fonm Thetouisa iderohefullolameofpius oo gonpeof Finance Minister Glbesateroiion:y (i T
0 hetexc
R R hmonuments and othe

EVENTS
< Mardi Gras and Latin dance lessons Andreas Lehrke teaches samba, merengue and
salsa, 4,5,6 February. Carnival celebration with parade, food, music, samba and salsa, 8

the 19" centuries.

Privatisation, private sector Decentralisation Aid and development

Chitra: Citi Ei y India from French Archives Jean- 1550

s;?":f’ayrv‘J';I“:Sgg:aaﬁeﬁaiﬂg gz:lhgjg 9";'9}“ drink and dinner, Rs 1,200 per:head with drink, . MarieLafonc o TETEEE i but athe  + Top priority should be given to shifting of responsibilty and « The Foreign Aid Policy (FAP)tres to address the ssues relating
+ Himalayan Enfielders Nepal Peace Rally Kathmandu- 3 Oxford University Press, Ne‘"DEIh}Z"m fastest pace under existing law it will take at least one year to authority for social service delivery to local bodies. to aid effectiveness while ignoring earlier donor commitments
Kurintar-Pokhara-Bandipur-Kathmandu. 9 &10 February. Bikers N P N Rs 1209 privatise one enterprise. But we don't have less expensive eco- + Decentralisation should be linked to the establishment of a (made atthe 25" UN General Assembly) to allocate 0.7 percent
Rs 500 per head, non-bikers Rs 1500 each, covers minor Lafontbings ogecherforthe i e a grand mpsof 5h cnuuy nomic alteratives to pivatisation. decentralised civil service, their loyalty should be with the of the GDP of developed countries to aid. Nepal does not have
e ] cha‘r 0 GLETIED 650 ﬁeals R ndian cities and mor s e oo e ot c“ d >lections N +  The state must engage only in core functions, establish rule of law, local community, to whom they should be made accountable. many other options like trade or Foreign Direct Investment, and

Pokhara. B d iiable for famil 2 d friends. Himal 9 Y them to the French G ricntalesa nered R provide good governance, rather than do many uncoordinated in- +  Decentralised agencies should be given control of resources foreign aid remains a major source of money. Aid has been
in Pokhara. Bus available for family and friends. Himalayan the service of the post-Mughal Indian states. India, as seen through its thriving termediate and activist functions. up-front, and not just be asked to plan. dwindling at a time when developing countries need it most.
Enfielders and Nepal Tourism Board. ingly “modern”, with its own urban dynamics and a flourishing trade with the world. + Labourlaws are inflexible, there is a mismatch of skills and needs, + When there was more aid, Nepal was not really ready and

himalayanenfielders@hotmail.com. 440462
< Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra.
Dances of Hindu and Buddhist gods Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda

the government's welfare objectives must recognise the flexibility . *
that businesses want, link pay with productiviy. Financial sector

Labour is not against exit policies, but wants alternatives because +  The financial sector is not doing very well, in fact it is in a

capable of using it. Now (with democratisation and the begin-
ning of decentralisation) people are aching for development,
and any reduction of aid levels would send wrong signals.

Buddhist Stupasin Asia: The Shape of Perfection Joe Cummingsand Bill Wassman
1l Lonely Planet Publications, Australia, 2001]

Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400. Nepali folk tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, Rs2,850 i o . even services like health care and education are privatised. terrible state. Two large banks are not doing well and because «+ Donors, whil use, must not hift

restaurant, Hotel Vajra. 271545 Author Cummingsand pho ss cighty this parc-philosophi- «  Development needs entrepreneurship. The private sector may not of their dominance in the financial sector, we can conclude the onus on the government, which means they must not forget
i partcoffeeabl Withaforeword by yon Buddhism, Robere have the efficiency we talk about, and there s also a need to break that the entire sector is in trouble. the earlier commitments made to increase aid levels.

lll!lq . X . }1\ |}""“A“;‘ 5 the: cssence 072 stup: ‘hﬁd‘fﬁf}&‘ ways pr P and impr P practices. + Wedon't do what we say, we don't say what we do. We know * Aidis a national equivalent of subsidies, and can a_\\so cause

< Live music by Catch 22, Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle sian the master *  Smalland the major why the two banks are in bad shape. It is because of non- similar distortions by undermining the economic ability of a na-

Restaurant, Thamel. 414336 thearchitectural design of stupas. For poverty reduction SMEs need to be a greater focus, because
Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np their problems on tax issues and cash flow tend to get neglected.
EATING OUT *  How people access credit is important, collateral-secured credit is
< Saturday brunch combo Swimming, entertainment for children, use of Club Oasis with
brunch and unlimited draft beer. The Café, Hyatt regency Kathmandu. 491234

< Valentine's dinner Special menu, complimentary glass of wine. Rs 650 plus taxes per
head, 15 percent off for Standard Chartered credit card holders, privilege card holders and
faculty and students of Manipal Teaching College and Hospital. 13, 14 February, Shangri-La

payment of loans. Ordinary citizens are paying their loans or tion to allocate resources accordingly. Thus there is need to
losing their collateral, but the big houses have not been asked move away from donor dependence. :

to pay back. Some have even borrowed from government + Nepal has a poor record of development and there is much for
notideal. banks to open private banks. which the government is to be blamed, but the donors are also
The present situation is due to the failure of the Nepal Rastra responsible. They stepped in seeing the weaknesses and void
Bank. ltdid not do what a regulator should have done. The NRB in government, and even tended to substitute for

was ot given freedom, and as an institution it s the single government. By doing so have they collectively.

reason for the mess we have today. undermined the institution-building that

Expatriates’ Handbook Guide to day-to-day living
in Nepal with pocket calendar. Available in
handicrafts shops and bookstores.

dation, attached bath, balcony or terraces, good
food, friendly service. 480262, kodari@mos.com.np

Implementation

+ Do we want to cure the problems or just pass around pills when

Village, Pokhara. 061-22122 The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant we know that a major operation is needed? The people will not be +  The situation of the private sector banks is also scary—their should have taken place. )
% Singaporean and Malaysian food Satay, rice, soymilk dishes, curry puffs and more. Special Chinese lanquage classes for tourism and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15 satisfied with handouts when they are demanding participation in non-performing assets may be higher than what we are told. *  Foreign aid has increased Nepal's
Between Jawalakhel fire station and St Mary's School. Sing Ma, the Food entrepreneurs. Orient Centre for Learning, Dhobi percent off-season discount. the conduct of state. S + Besides cost, there does not seem to be opposition to reforms. debtload. If both donors and recipi-
Court. Foodcourt@wlink.com.np. 520004 .‘ Dhara. 441275 . d good transparent discipline. We We don't have the money, but that does not mean we should ents are responsible for past fail-

% Strawberries go bananas Strawberry desserts in every restaurant.

The Borderlands Resort For canyoning, rafting,

should have a national audit of all aid.

ures, that is the reason for debt

notimplement the program.
relief—because mistakes have

Reflexology Technique of applying pressure to the
feet, reduces stress, promotes relaxation and good
health. buddhasfeet@yahoo.com.

Hotel de I'Annapurna. 221711

< Steam Away Winter Blues Hot soups, noodles, momos. 11AM- 6PM
daily at the Splash Bar & Grill, Radisson Hotel. 411818

< Traditional Sekuwa with live music from Himalayan Feelings fusion
band and bonfire every Friday night. Dwarika's Hotel, Rs 555 per head. 479488
< Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

< Tukche Thakali Kitchen Buckwheat, barley, bean, and dried meat specialties. Also brunch
with porridge and pancakes, all raw material from Tukche village. Darbar Marg. 225890

< Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Satur-
days and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675

trekking at Tibet borders, Professional Development The problems are well known, we also kncw what solutions are

Program, Leadership Courses and many more. needed, so th

425836/425894. info@borderlandresorts.com. by adequate resources.

www.borderlandresorts.com. Decentralisation has not happened fully for one reason or another—
we need to get rid of excuses and get the process working.

been made on both sides.

Forelg‘n aid policy

The FAP attempts to give a clear sense of direction to both
donors and recipients.
It attempts to ensure quality, efficiency and effectiveness of
VVhe‘re to sta‘tt’ aid. We have tried to institute mechanisms to ensure that, in-
cluding an attempt to disburse all aid through the Red Book,
Letus aim for less (providing primary education, basic health, clean and request owners to allow audits of aid accounts by the
drinking water), and just do it. The people will do the rest. Auditor General.
There must be a program for reducing wasteful expenditure. The Allthese are indications that government s ready to steer, to
plan should also focus on regulating the regulators, which will be bein driver's seat. Aid policy is an effort to make the rules of
another milestone in effective implementation. the game clearer.
‘The Medium Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF) is right because

it tries to look at all resources, foreign grants and loans, and asks
what is the best way to use the resources to achieve results. N GOS/ IN GOS

Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on
fullmoon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
“highest", “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced or
repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the
HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and parts
available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired. New
and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale. Himalayan
Mountain Bikes—Tours and Expeditions. 437437.

GETAWAYS § X Kodari Eco Resort Peace in natural surroundings,
+ Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an organic farm in Gamcha, south of
Thimi. Up to Rs 1,200 per person per night including meals. aaa@wlink.com.np. 631766 mountains, Buddhist monasteries, ancient Shiva
<+ Escape to Nagarkot Special packages for Nepalis and expats at the The Tea House Inn. cave. Hike to villages with various emmc groups,
Singles Rs 800 B&B, couples Rs 1,200 B&B. 410432, 680048 ge points to Himalayas. C

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at N
good views of Nepall Tibet border, jungle-covered ~ +

<+ Pokhara Packags with a difference Bows and Arrows with archery contest or Pimms,
Pathways and Picnics with easy guided trek to The Peace Pagoda. Extra bed complimentary
for children under 12. 15 percent discount on F & B. Shangri-La Village, Pokhara. For more
details, ring 435741

For inclusion n the lising send information 10 editors@nepaltimes.com

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

This week's rain was a bit unexpected, but not unwelcome. It
was the first time in the past five years that we got normal rain
and snow during the winter monsoon. The second rain-bearing
westerly front of the season brought heavy snowfall up to 2,700
m all along the Mahabharat and up to a metre of snow in
Humla and the high passes. The satelite image (Ief) taken

! on Wednesday at noon shows fog in the tarai and the Ganges
plains, and another weather front advancing across the
Persian desert. But this is some distance away. The reason for
ihis week's surprise rain was the sudden instensification of a
cyclonic circulation over the Bay of Bengal. Expect a sunny
weekend with breezy afternoons, and cold foggy mornings

KATHMANDUVALLEY

Fil sat S Mon Tee
OgEgEEENE
1902 [ 1803 1902 2001 1902

on FM 102.4

0615-0645 BBC World Today
0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
0615-0645 BBC Agenda
2045-2115 BBC Arelt &=
2245-2300 BBC Aureft dar

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Rural development wvision

+  Nepal cannot develop until the villages develop. Political parties and
leaders are irrelevant while formulating plans, so they are declared
irrelevant once the expected results are achieved.

We need a minimum vision as a nation, one that does not change
every time there is a new government. Policy has to build on that
vision.

IfNGOs have been doing good work they should be
recognised for their contribution and government
should use them for service delivery. We need to
find ways to make community-based organisa-
tions less reliant on aid by allocating a certain
portion of the government budget for spending
through them.

+  Government must not think of NGOS/INGOs
as being some sort of social welfare nets

o of : hould be inremot willalso
th intin any talk uf Only the empew— have to increase its commitment to de-
ered can h fic velopment of neglected areas.

harness local potential. W\ln empowermem there will be pamc\pa
tion in decision making.

+  Letusfocus on only education, health and employment and write a
rural development policy to address them. We must go for small
projects which villagers can do on their own. We mustincrease the
capability of local representatives.

Women, disadvantaged groups

ouch people,

and corrupt. This is the real problem of aid and development Thisis

why we youth have suffered, we need to be involved in mapping

the development path. Itis our future.

There must be reservations for women, based on minimum qualifi-

cations, that has to come out in the government reform agenda.

*  We have very few people from disadvantaged groups, and few
women in the bureaucracy. Changing this can be a response to the
different ethnicity-based separatist sentiments.

+ A one-window system for NGOs/
INGOs is welcome, but that win-
dow should be placed un-
der a strong ministry, and
not the SWC (Social Wel-
fare Council), which may
not be able to handle the
increased level of activ-

ity.

NGOs/INGOs disburse
huge sums of money
and we need amecha-
nism to regulate them.
We've been unable to
do that because poli-
ticians and senior bu-
reaucrats have fam-
ily-run NGOs. i
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

~ As time goes by

ow that the clouds have
N dleared, any laymen among

you guzing up at the night
sky laely will have noticed that
the moon s passingnto the
seventh house, Jupiteris ligned
with Mars,and we e lving in
the Age oqu\nmls “Thisis
irtevocable proof, if roof i till
necded, thatanother mating
scason s soon going to be upon
us. It thereforc incumbent upon
every Nepaliof reproductiveaage
and above to prepare to go forch
boldly where many Nepalis have
gone before, and begin prepar-
ing to tie the nuptial knot of
holy matrimonyas fasc as i is
physically possible. On your mark, get set, go! And
they're off.

Theeis howeve,aslight problem. Asvi know

from th fFrank man needs

she,in chis day and age, know he
is e right gender? Or have the
right girth,che right lengeh, the

surehewillpassche Lifing the-

toiletsat Teston wedding night?
Howdocsshe know he docs not
snore,or conduct navel manoeu-
vreswhile slurping bed tea? How
docs she know he does not
practice animal husbandry?

Since there are so many
things that can go wrong in an
arranged martiage, the slection
criteriaare very importan. This
is where the newly-set up
“Browse ' Wed” cyber-
‘matrimonials come in very
handy with their thumbnails of partner-to-be. Some

clpful recent entrics:

man,and man must have his mate—that no one can
deny. But how on carth will they know that theyare
made for cach other if (s we know from the observa-
tionsof theastronomer Copernicus) women are from
Venusand men e from Mars? Won't they miss cach
otherin the vast ocky maze of the Asteroid Bele?
“Thisisa question that has bedevilled Man from the
end ofthe lasticeage when our hunter-klle forbears
emerged from their prehistoric caves in the viciniy of
the Tora Bora mountains wearing nothing but prehis-

toric thermal underwear made from the chest hair. n(

SCION of well-reputed, nationalistic mafia don who
has been in the smuggling business for generations,
father drawing six-figure income from fuel adultera-
tion, eight-figure income from illegal brick kilns, and
ten-figure income from encroaching on public land
seeks latest-model, homely, innocent, tall, slim, fair,
clean, boarding-educated, broad-minded girl for
immediate induction into household. Women are
encouraged to apply.

NEW HUSBAND needed for polyandrous, well-
endowed, thrice-married, ex-beauty queen with
Green Card and Western Outlook. Candidate must be

babywoolly and were quic
atthe Khyber Pass for trying to smuggle shatoosh
hidden in their prehiscoric crevices.

T guess what L am trying (o say herc s: when docs
she know he is Mr Right? How docsshe figure out
that,in the irstplace, he s the rightspecies? OK, say
for the sake argument he i the right specics, howdocs

human male, currently be willing to
clean dishes and take care of two ex-husbands, be
undemanding, ask no questions and expect no
answers. Guaranteed annual home leave, Dasain
bonus, overtime and other perks. May be made
permanent after three-month probation period if he
can sing like Frank Sinatra.
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ge 1o bat for Suruchi

uruchi Maya Tamang

never went to school.

But even as a child she
had a yearning for leaming.
When a local group ran adult
education classes,they didn't
allow her in—saying she was
not an adult. So, Suruchi got
her mother to enrol and
followed her there. You could
say Suruchi is (literally) self-
taught. She is now at
college in Bhaktapur
Campus. But in her free
time she has started giving
girls in her home
village of Khoriya
Gaun and sur-
rounding dis-
tricts the chance
that she did not
have to leam to

DILIP K. MUNAKARMI

read and write.

Learning from her own
difficulty in grasping the woolly
and boring development
concepts built into reading
materials in her adult-literacy
classes, Suruchi Maya
realised language was the
principle barrier. So, she is
conducting her classes in
Tamang language. This is a
unique approach, and
Suruchi's experience so far
shows that it works. “We
speak Tamang at home, so
learning new things in Nepali
was tough. Most of my

friends lost interest
because they were
intimidated by the
language,” she says.
When she first went to
school, she felt left out,
as her knowledge of
Nepali was limited.
“The whole class-
room felt dark—it
seemed

impossible to communicate
with people and nothing the
teacher said made sense,”
she recalls. Now reason-
ably well-educated, Suruchi
feels it is her duty to make
learning easier for her
Tamang community. ‘It is
much easier for beginners
to learn to read and write in
their own language. After
they know the alphabet, they
can move on to Nepali,” she
says. “Learning can be fun,
and not a chore that is
forced on you.”

Suruchi took this idea to
the Bagmati Integrated
Watershed Management
Programme which works in
Kavre, Kathmandu, Lalitpur,
Makwanpur, Sindhuli and
Bhaktapur districts. Half the
population in these areas is
Tamang, so it made sense
to try out Suruchi's idea.
Today, thousands of girls
and women in these
districts who would per-
haps otherwise not be
literate have learnt to read
and write.

For Suruchi it was just a
hunch, but she is delighted
that it tuned out well. She
told us proudly: “There is no
greater satisfaction than
helping my sisters over-
come the hurdles that |
overcame.” ¢
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