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Body count

As the Maoist war entered its seventh
year on Wednesday, the number of
Nepalis killed is about to across the
3,000 mark. According to the human
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INSEC, 1,045 people h
died in just the last three months. Of
those killed since 23 November, 769 are
said to be Maoists and 129 are security
personnel. The rest are
ordinary people executed
by Maoists or killed during
offensives by the security
forces. There are no
figures for wounded,
but the country's
few hospitals are
filling up (see page
4-5).

extension of the
emergency by 26
November. In his
anniversary press
statement faxed to
media, Maoist leader
Prachandareiterated
that his party is ready for
talks, but said it was
prepared to keep fighting if
need be. “We are not like
the Taliban," he said.

Nepal Sale!
With tourism in crisis, the Nepal Tourism
Board has started an aggressive push
to woo back visitors from India for
Destination Nepal Year 2002. Trade reps
are in South India this week selling a
Nepal package for a giveaway IRs
14,500 for Indians visiting Nepal till 15
April. The money gets an Indian a three-
night stay at a five-star hotel, and
includes meals, airport transfers and
two sight-seeing trips. Catch: tourists
must come in groups of at least 15. The
NTB worked hard to get hotels, travel
agents and Royal Nepal Airlines together
on the package. No mean feat. Now,
let's keep our fingers crossed.

Q. Do you agree with former prime minister Girija
Prasad Koirala's call for a broad democratic alliance?

“Totalvotes: 912

I yetthecconomyisstllaflat. IowcamE?
Nepalisworkingabroad are now sending
backawhopping $850 million ayear. Forget
foreign aid and exports, forget ourism. s

Sending money home =

Nepali workers remit more money than the country
earns from tourism, foreign aid and exports combined.
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What is the main reason for your visit to Nepal?

Britain and Nepal have extremely long-standing ties. The
Gurkha relationship, and in particular the exceptionally
high standing in which these brave Nepali soldiers are held
in the United Kingdom, is an important mainstay. We are
both monarchies. The UK is one of Nepal's chief donor
partners. The events of 11 September and efforts to
combat global terrorism only serve to make the dialogue
between our two governments and countries all the more
important, and we want to offer our full support to the
government of Nepal in its attempts to find a resolution to
the insurgency.

Will you be offering any specific advice to the govern-
ment on the resolution of the Maoist insurgency?
Obviously this will be a key point of interest in the talks |
shall be having with political leaders during my visit. We
support the democratically-elected government, and
recognise the right and obligation of government to
provide security to its people. The European Union has
condemned the Maoist attacks which brought a violent
retum to conflict in Nepal, and we have expressed our

concern about possible abuses of human rights in the
country, including barbaric acts by the insurgents. We
believe that the government went to great lengths to ensure
a conducive atmosphere for the three rounds of peace talks
last year, and | would encourage both sides to make every
effort to achieve a solution which will result in the renuncia-
tion of violence and bring the Maoists back into the
political mainstream. Only then will Nepal achieve the
prosperity which its people deserve.

Some Gurkha ex-servicemen say the issue of pensions
exposes the British governmentis double standards. Do
you see this as an ethical issue?

No | do not see this as an ethical issue. It is important to
look at the details of pension arrangements. | don't think
that most of our pensioners now benefiting from the
significant increase in April 2000 oppose them. Britsh
Army pensions are complicated and for very good reasons
reflect two different systems. One is for Gurkha soldiers and
one is for British soldiers. The Gurkha system involves the
soldier serving for a minimum of 15 years, with an immedi-
ate index-linked pension available on discharge. For British

from any index-linking. So, on
average a Gurkha soldier's
pension is paid seven years
earlier than that of an
equivalent British serviceman.
But there is a key point here:
the majority of British soldiers
leave the Army at about the
nine or 12 year point in their
service. This results in over 90
percent of British soldiers not
qualifying for immediate
pensions and having to wait
until 60 to claim a preserved pension. If ths system was
applied to the Brigade of Gurkhas, many Gurkha soldiers
would have to wait until the age of 60 before receiving
any pension at all. Most would agree that the need for an
immediate pension is compeling in Nepal.

Does the British government envisage an increase in
the recruitment levels of Gurkha soldiers in future due
to shortfalls in enlistment at home?

Gurkhas are a valuable and integral part of the British
Army and will remain so foreseeably. But Gurkhas do not
serve in all areas and there is therefore a limit to the
extent to which they can be considered interchangeable
with British personnel. There are no plans to change
current recruitment levels.
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next will be whether or not the state of national emer-
gency is going to be extended after its 26 February
deadline. Parliament must endorse the emergency by a two-

T he big issue dominating national politics this week and

thirds majority for it to be extended by another three months,
otherwise it will automatically lapse.

The ruling Nepali Congress would like it endorsed, but the
dissident faction within it led by Girija Prasad Koirala is bent
on giving Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba as hard a time
as possible. The main opposition UML, euphoric about its
impending reunion with the ML, will need to show a token of
its opposition status by throwing a tantrum. The UML holds
the swing vote in parliamentary arithmetic, and (rhetoric
notwithstanding) will be expected to extract its pound of flesh
for letting the extension sail through. They will probably
boycott the session and thereby support the extension while

seeming to be opposed to it.

The Maoists, for their part, also favour an extension since it
shows them to be at par with the Royal Nepal Army, and a
force to be reckoned with. The comrades know that the longer
the emergency drags on the better it is for the cause. Their
call for a national strike on 22-23 February is aimed at
keeping the populace in a state of panic.

Time, after all, is on their side,

whereas the army wants to
have this thing wrapped
up quickly one way or
other.

But this entire
debate on whether or
not to extend the emer-
gency s getting to be a
fairly academic exercise.

STATE OF THE STATE

NEW DELHI-It’s business as
usualagain in the Indian capital.
Auto-rickshaw drivers (when noton
strike) have begun to zigzag
theough the afficand continte o

thepeiousgounds hatanyrhing
ifidafter the

Either way the country is facing an emergency situation. We have
an economic a fiscal an

capital flight, a we have

in export and tourism.

- % EMIRGING FROM EVERGENCY

so far. The war will not be won by alienating the citizenry and

curtailing their rights.
As the army carries out its cordon-and-destroy operations

on Maoist hideouts with increasing effect, there is little sign of a

Many people had different of the
when it was declared on 26 November. Some thought it would
be like Indira Gandhi's emergency: civil servants would go to
office on time and there would be a crackdown on corruption. But
the government seems to think the emergency has absolved it
from action. “The soldiers are taking care of things, we'll sit back
and relax," seems to be the motto. Well, as it turns out, all the
emergency did was spook tourists, muzzle the media, and make
the civilian leadership extinct in large parts of the country. In fact,
except for the capital and the district headquarters, there is no
sign of government anywhere else. The Maoists would be
foolish not to step into this vacuum.

The lesson of the past 90 days is clear: if the govern-
ment is serious about countering the Maoists, then its
military campaign must go hand-in-hand with a drive
to bring the people on its side. This hasn't happened

_ e — - -
close and yet so di
In the post 9/11 world, anything goes as long as you say you are fighting terrorism.

last?” axkchKCural alitde

machinery being mobilised to deliver the goods in
liberated areas. If the extension of the emergency means an
extension of this state of affairs, then it does not matter that the
emergency is extended.

We don't know how else to put this. Nepal is facing an
unprecedented crisis. There is a deep sense of foreboding that
something is going to give. The leadership is oblivious:
bickering in the back rooms, threatening signature campaigns,
back-stabbing, horse-trading, and all the other shenanigans of
a mutiny-minded cabinet. In short, everyone in the game is
carrying on as they have for the past 12 years: which is what
brought us to the present crisis.

For once, can we have a prime minister
who is less worried about the magic
number 57 and more concerned about the
country's long-term development? Can we
have dissidents within his party less

focussed on unseating him and more on
working with him to resolve the crisis?
Can we have an opposition not
gloating at the sight of a squirming
government, and pondering that a
similar fate awaits it when they
come to power?
If this infighting
carries on for much
longer, there will be
nothing left to fight
over.

by CK LAL

NewDelhi The argumentis
vacuous, and notjust because tis
merevwordplay. Suchangsump-
inoffice, Indian diplomarsdoall  tion dangerous,

he Nepalaid biennale concluded
T last week with a pledge of $250

million over the nex five years.
Weare told the donors have endorsed
the approach of the Tenth Plan and the
Poverty Reduction Strategy Pro-
grammes. As on previous occasions, the
donors raised many ssues. The govern-
ment, as on previous occasions, appears
to have satisfied them all by dutifully
pledging to reform implementation and
aspects of governance.

Ina country where finance ministers
take great pride in soliciting more
foreign aid, any talk against aid is
blasphemy. But the problem with
forcign aid is the rise of a duality
between the giver and the recipient.
Between chem (hose who benefit from
givingand takingaid) and us (in whose
nameaid is taken). What have we asa
nation gained from foreign aid? What
would weas a people lose if by some
miracle there were no foreign aid?

Inas much as foreign aid isa
political and economic relationship, we
have gained patrons. Patrons who give
us the benefit of their advice at our
cost. Patrons who steer us voluntarily
to take a particular
political stand as and
when necessary. We
heartily oblige.
Our patrons have
taken on the onus
of thinking on
ourbehalfand

Selfhelp: Women fi

cuss what to do for the commus

No pain, no gain

Let's face

are always right. If their advice does not
have the intended effect, the fault lies
in its implementation. Our patrons
continually exhort greater privatisation
andliberalisation. The only way to
eradicate poverty is to privatise i, they
say. The crowning achicvement of
forcign aid has been that the voice of
the poor has been “elevated” from their
roofless huts and villages to interna-
tional forums in multi-sellar locations.
Over the past several decades
development and forcign aid have gone
“hand in hand”. As the roots of devel-
opment have spread “far and wide”, so
have the roots of corruption. Forcign
aid did not invent corruption, but it
helped create the infrastructure that
institutionalised it. Through the
goodies it provides, aid has systemati-
lly corrupted the minds of our
bureaucrats, planners and politicians.
“Thanks to foreign aid, itis the
corrupt who can now effortlessly and
eloguently pontificate on the need to
tid our society of the menace of
corruption. In a country on the lookout
for some semblance of governance,
foreign aid has projected for us the

ywith the money they hay

beauty of good governance, the grace of
a transparent bureaucracy, and the
charm of accountable government.
Foreign aid has shown us how “good
governance” and “representative
democracy” can be made possible
through the corrupt. This is no mean
achievement.

Foreign aid has fuelled our historic
sense of complacency. We have
surrendered what lctle we had of our
decision-making autonomy. Led along
by donors, we have lost fith in
ourselves. Like pampered children, we
now crave dependence and we have
been blinded by the dreams of donors.
“The government has lost s credibility
in the eyes of the people and the nation
has lost its moral ground. We are
echically bankrupt.

We mouth the agenda of the donors
and call it planning. We continue
strengthening the reins of a centralised
state in the name of decentralisation. In
the name of transforming society, we
live comfortably with the scourge of
untouchability and inhuman discrimi-
nation and deprivation. We preach

aved individually.

foreign aid is not a padnershlp There are onIy givers and takers.

human rights and practice the opposice.
Islands of vulgar opulence, much of it
derived from foreign aid, continue to
tise in this ocean of poverty.

Foreign aid has made us live beyond
our means. Self-reiance is a bad word
when the appetite for conspicuous
consumption contaminates all. Foreign
aid has made us prey to grandiose plans
even when our own resources remain
idle. Government afeer government is
carried away by the Aruns, the Karnalis
and the Kosis—and small, but funda-
‘mental, initiatives are considered
beneath us.

We have been trained to learn from
afar even when the lessons are right in
our backyard. We havelost the feel of
our own ground in our orphaned
nation. Looking at the loan component
of foreign aid (Nepals totalforcign
loans outstanding equals almost half
our GDP), we may even be forfeiting
the future of this orphan for the
pleasures of the present.

Foreign aid has idealised the virtues of
the private sector and magnified the sins
of the government. Evenin the fuce of

“The greatest contribution of foreign
aid has been the maintenance of the
political, cconomic and social status
quo. Whose advantage has the status
quo served? This status quo s chal-
lenged by the legitimate issues raised
(but atrocious and illegitimate means
employed) by the Maoists. But the
NDF bazar yet again pledged more
foreign aid as the only means of dealing
with the Maoist problem, That
completes the foreign aid circle.

“The problem, of course, is not
foreign aid per se. Foreign aid is not
thrust upon us. It is negoriated. And
negotiation is a collusion of interests.
What would we as a nation lose if there
were a moratorium on foreign aid? We
would lose patrons and the status quo
that they have helped defend. We
would be forced to look decply within
ourselves and discover our own priori-
ties to address our problems. We would
be compelled to come up with indig-
enous development serategies and learn
from our past. We would have to make
do with our limited means, look at our
own hard realities and make some very,
very hard choices.

“Thisis bound to be extremely painful
to many of us: the current breed of

lackof d regulatory
mechanisms,the private sector has been
pushed asa viable substitute for the
government. The success ofthe private
sectoris seen asa resultof its essential
merit, while e filure s squarely aterib-
uted o interference by the government.
Roles have become confised.

“The proliferation of NGOs ofal hues
and shadesisalso the handivwork of
forcign aid. NGOs that have no consti-
encies to beaccountable toare romanti-
cised as the true face of civil society, while
local governments and their elected
representatives,are sidelined. “Parcner-
ship” i justa politeand hollow notion:
thereare no “parners” in the present
dlimate of foreign aid. Thereare only
giversand takers.

politicians, b s, technocrars,the
monopolistsin the private sctor, the
NGOs, the bikas pundis, and consultants
included. Perhaps, with time, we would
rebuild confidence in oursclves and learn
o believe in small, but rooted, nitiaives.
For once wewould suffe for ourown
mistakes. Perhaps we would learn the
hard way: tighten our elss, developa
sense of purpose, buy back ourself
respect,rescue this beloved orphan from
itsimpending future, and cease to bea
nation whose sole preoccupationisa
beggingbowl.

Am 1 day-dreaming?

(Pitamber Sharma is a regional planner
and former professor of geography,
Tribhuvan University.)
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again. Surprisingly,ics being tuken
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that the Nepali parliament will
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omehow feel that Nepal, despite
being the “only Hindu kingdom in
theworld”, has e them down by
not joining in the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad’s chorus of Hinduism
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In contrast, incellecruals who
aren'tso close to power are
refreshingly relecive. A professor
whoalso happens to bea former
ambassadoradmiteed to me, “We
maustask ourselves, what s it hat
makes two of the closest countries
in the world such distant neigh-
bours? Should we et few square
Kilometres of barren land spoil our
age-old reationship? Why can'twe
simply withdraw from Kalapani asa
gestute of goodwill2 Why can’tyou
check your rapacious industriaists
who makea mockery of trade
wreatiesfor their personal benefi?”
Indeed, why not? Pethaps there s
some ruth i the beliefofa Si

Lankan journalist who said, “While

that they can to worsen mutual

relations. Butas soon as they reire,

theyvant o makeamendsand hlp
the

because our northern neighbour s
afiiend, whileour fatcis
inextricably intertwined with the

improve ties.
influence ofa serving diplomatis
always much more.”
Butlaying the blameac the
doorof South Block—guarded,
incidentally, bya fellow Nepali—is
not the way to build bridges of

rom the
otherthree sides. During the

Cold War years, such logic

worked, butwe must reorienc our
forcign policy tothe new realty
where,as JN Disit pussit n his
own blunt way, “National interest

countries, We must do some soul-
searching of our own. Wee must be
teady to put mote effortinto our
relationship with India. There
simplyis no other way.
Someacademics in Nepal argue
that Nepal should pursue the policy
of equi-proximity’rather than
‘equi-distance’ with Bejingand

isthe sup
Ifmere proximity—orevena
shared history and culture—were
cnough to strengehen ties
between two sovercign nations,
Indiaand Pakistan would have
been bestof friends, The
relationship between countriesis
like human friendship: you need

toworkarit. ¢

dudlined New Dellinhere rclled
Jamim Shah a Pakistani national
and described Horel Karnali s the
operational headquarters of 181 and
reported the presence in
Kathmandu ofthe underworld don,
Dawood Ibrahim. With so many
people waving that fction at my
face, I found it hard to explain that
Jamim Shahisas much Nepalias 1

The Nepal Tourism Board's
objection against mandatory
passports for Indian tourists
flying to Nepal is welcome.
(“The Indians are coming,”
#79). It is @ marked departure
from the orthodox Nepali
blindspot for Indian arrivals.
We have to stop being
xenophobic and try to be
more pragmatic in our
national interest. But pass-
port-free entry alone is not
going to solve the problem of
our ailing tourism industry.
We must not just make it
easy for Indian tourists to fly
in, but also to drive up to
Nepal. Let us follow land-
locked Switzerland's example
and allow free and unre-
stricted entry for cars with the
motto “don’t check vehicles,
check the humans inside”. As
Indians get more mobile,
highways expand and are
improved, this will bring in a
new influx of visitors who
spend money along the
highways and not just in
Kathmandu and Pokhara.
S Grimalji
Kathmandu

roses in Delhi” (#79). Never
seen anyone in the Indian
media take apart the hypocrisy
of our Republic Day proces-
sion with such objectivity and
conviction. Why do | have to
come to Nepal to set things in
my own country in proper
perspective? One thing
though: as a short-time
resident of Nepal, | am
concemed about the little
things that happen to me every
day that prove a latent preju-
dice against Indians. CK Lal
says Nepal is “India-locked”. |
don't think so, | think Nepal is
“ideas-locked".
J Kumar
Kathmandu

VDIS

The government considers the
VDIS its smartest move to
increase revenue, but it may
turn out to be economic
suicide for Nepal. It may serve
the short-term cash flow need,
but in the long term it will not
solve the problem of bringing
the richest within the tax
bracket. Due to their higher
access and connections, the

richest people have already
transferred their money to
safer havens. The frequent
warnings of the deadline just
served to accelerate this
process.

Then, people who earned
money through unexplainable
means will get away with
paying 10 percent of what they
say they have eamed. It will
only help them legalise ill-
gotten wealth. The only
people who resorted to this
scheme are either the consci-
entious middle classes, or
those who have some money,
but are not rich enough to
transfer it to other countries.
The money collected from
such groups will not be
substantial enough to meet
government’s real need. The
psychological effect of dire
warnings of confiscation of
property will bring in limited
money and discourage further
investment. This is a sadistic
strategy that will alienate the
people.

Rajeeb L Satyal
Baluwatar

MOUNTAIN MUSEUM

There presumably is some
doubt as to the commercial
viability of the Mountain
Museum in Pokhara as a
stand-alone business
enterprise, when it does open
to the public. (‘Wanted:
mountain memorabilia,” #79).
One way to get away from the
mountaineering-only ap-
proach might be to broaden
the scope of the exhibits
available at the Museum,
including the fine exhibition of
Boris Lissanovitch's photos
and memorabilia, which
represent the life and times of
the man duly acknowledged
as the founding father of
tourism in Nepal. Such an
exhibition well merits a
permanent home. For 150
years Pokhara has also been
the heartland for the recruiting
of the famous Gurkha warri-
ors of Nepal, and there is an
excellent Gurkha Museum
which was recently moved
from Kathmandu to The
Gurkha Haven Hotel at the
Damside. There is a world

existence in Pokhara, but
which is currently not on
display. All these could add
value to the Mountain Mu-
seum.
Robin Marston
Kopundole

US SISTERS

| was amazed by Daniel Lak's
statement “And not just in
Nepal. In America, spousal
abuse skyrockets on days of
major sporting events when
men get drunk watching

with real life." (“Sisters are
doing it for themselves,” #77)
This statement has no basis
on fact and has been thor-
oughly discredited
Shailendra Shukla
Gainesville, Florida

NEPALITIMES.COM
Is there some reason why the
weekly online edition of the
Nepali Times does not come
out on Fridays? Today,
Tuesday, 5 February, | am still
awaiting the January 31-
February 7 edition of the
Nepali Times online. | have
read and reread Under My Hat
and am thoroughly sick of
Baywatch. Get with it, you
qguys. Some of us here in the
USA find your musings the
only ones worth reading
amongst the garbage that is
generally called journalism in
Nepal. And the only way we
can get it is online.
Prem Pulami
Vermont, USA

Nepali Times online is
uploaded every Monday. - Ed.




4 NATION

BINOD BHATTARAI

etween the body-ba
statistics of the Defence
Ministry's daily briefings
and reports of ambushes by the
Maosts of sccurity forces are
thousands of stories of bercaved
families internally displaced
refugees, the wounded and
maimed.

“The statistics are numbing:
nearly 3,000 people killed in the
past six years of the Maoist war,
about 1,050 of them in the past
two-and-half months of the
emergency. But the wounded
seem to fall between the
cracks—left to recover on their
ownin the hospitals throughout
Nepal. In fact no one s keeping
an updated count of the
wounded. Ordinary Nepalis
caughtin the crossfire, recover-
ing notjust from the physical
trauma but also the mental
agony of brutal torture, are
beginning to ill up the hospitals.

‘Acthe Tribhuvan University
“Teaching Hospital (TUTH) in
Kathmandu, the injured are in
the orthopacdic ward and new
patients arrive everyday in the
emergency room.

“This has added tremendous
pressure to our already over-
stretched orchopadics ward and
the Emergency Room,” Dr
Mahendra Kumar Nepal,
Exccutive Director of TUTH
told us. “The patients require
maltiple surgery and long
rehabilication. They are all likely
o tay for longer periods, and
this means we cannot admit
other patients.”

“There have been reports of
villagers who have also been
caught in the crossire in attacks
by security forces on Maoists,
butwe could not find any of

these at TUTH. A handful of
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The trauma centres of Nepal’s over-stretched hospitals try to cope with an
influx of wounded from the Maoist war.

civilian casuales from milicary
action have been aitlified and
are being treated atarmy
hospitals, defence sources say.
Atany time during the emer-
gency there have been an
average of bout 15 patients
being treated at TUTH, and
those present there this week
were mainly casualties of
attacks by Maoists after the
emergency was declared. They
are teachers, social workers ot
political activists and they come
from all parliamentary parties:
Nepali Congess, UML, ML.

© A63-year-old social worker
and political acivist from
Bardiya has both legs in heavy
bandage. Both his shinbones are
shattered—beaten to fragments
by the Maoists who attacked
him. He also has a gaping
khukuri wound on his left leg.
© A43-year-old farmer and
political actvist from Tanahu
has multiple fractures on his

femur and fractures in his right
shinbone, He was beaten with
rods by attackers, and hacked
with a khukuri so that he has
lostall is calf muscles in his
rightleg
@ Then there i the 32-year-old
schoolteacher admitted to
TUTH three months ago with
multiple fractures in both hands
and fect. Maoist attackers beat
him till all the bones were
shattered. Then they bored a
half-inch wide hole into his thigh.
Aside from the wounds, itis
the brutality with which the
attacks were carried out that is
shocking. The patients’eyes show
the pain, and such is the fear
instlled in them that few wanted
to be named. Some didn’teven
want us to print the name of their
village for fear that their relatives
back home would be harmed.
Human righes activists say
whatis visible in the hospital
wards s just the tip of the iceberg
i the casualties of the Maoist

war. These are the lucky few who
managed to make i to hospital,
there are many others trying best
o recover in their home villages,
or dying quictly. Sushil Pyakurel
of the National Human Rights
Commission, says his organisa-
tion i trying to tally the
numbers of wounded, and admits
that most of the information is
about victims of Maoist attacks.
“Weare ying to find out the
sicuation among those wounded
in security force action,” he says.
The NHRC had written to the
government for information but
has not been able to put togecher
the number of wounded.
Because of the nature of the
injuries, many of the patients we
interviewed will probably never
walk, and ifthey do, will need
crutches for life. Shanta Bahadur
Bhandari, isa teacher at
Chapakotin Syangja, and s one
of the few who doesn’t mind
being named. He was the
luckiest among three teachers

abducted by the Maoists in
carly November. “I was taken
avay ataround 9PM from my
house and beaten with the non-
cutting side of an axe,” recalls
Bhandari from his hospital bed.
“Then they drilled a hole into
his thigh. Doctors have stuck
steel pins into what remains of
s et below the knees to align
the bones and give them a
chance to heal. The other
teachers who were abducted,
Netra Bhandari and Gupt
Bahadur BK, were beaten
mercilessly and died of their
injurics. Today, Shanta
Bahadur, his brother and family
live in Kathmandu—part of the
growing population of people
who have fled the conflict.
Accordingto Informal
Sector Service Centre (INSEC)
statistics, cight teachers and 29
political workers have been
Killed by Maoistssince Novem-
ber, and it appears to be par of
astrategy to intimidate villagers

and stop them from giving
information about their wherea-
bouts to the security forces. The
attacks have been deliberately
brutal, to drive the point home.
According to INSEC’s ally,
1045 people have been killed
between 23 Novemberand 11
February, 816 by the Maoists.

Government numbers from
26 November to 4 February put
the Maoist death toll at 463,
and wounded at 115. The police
and army have lost 76 (police
40),and, says the Defence
Ministry, 93 soldiers have been
wounded.

Amber Bahadur Chauwan,
63,0f Gola VDC in Bardiya
district i a regional member of
the Marxist-Leninist party. He
was an active social worker who
participated in development
activities underway in the buffer
zone around the Royal Bardiya
National Park. Chauwan told us
Maoists tried to lure him to
their party and afeer he refused,

HERE AND THERE

by DANIEL LAK

S
i

people who throw frozen potatoes aginsta wall and watch how they

s ome ofthe most nteresting new thinking these days is being done by
s No, o iding i

hards of

How the chips fall

E .

Can the potato help us predict the unpredictable?

potatoesare alike, a least not outside the cloning laboratory. Nor do they
hit the same place on a wall, at the same angle, at the same speed. If's
simply impossible o duplicate or—crucially—predict the effects of impact.
Similarly, any student of geology will tell you that carthquakes are aways
differentand they simply cannot be predicted. So too the curtents of human
history, the stock markets,the course of ivers and so on, Unil now, chaos
theory has been the only way of lookinga this notion of utter
unpredictabilty. Things thatare n  state of permanent flux and show no
trends towards order or disorderare the model for chaos theory. Our frozen
potato men beg o diffr.

165 not st chey think o ca immeditcly impose orderonthe

human devel dex, whilen many respects  superb piece of work,
presented Nepal's cforts to curb poverty as a logicalsystem that would be
incquiibrium folyall b nputs and condions \v:x:ngh[ Poverty—the
report seeme h b , soci
quityandsoon. Iwondel iftheredliy n rcompl:[ely theoppositc

b vnmnnn?rhm fctab thatno
‘matterhow many inpuis yougetight, it your el
Befo ibrum hink dwakehold diswoudbeabledk

a Sment, ri oheh de dk ]opgm

thedeprived. \Iow thescience of“umq.my asits become knm} ofersredl
fixfc

y Iy by counding potaro hards, But prospectsfor ifnotaqui p
hematical they've devised bul ment. Crucill,thep qualitative change n social condiionscould just
lle bitoffosen spud on the aboratory floor, |shelpmg[hemundﬂsmnd from the satisical moras that cxistat the moment.

the nature of chaos. It carthquak
geology or human history do followa pattern. Buties a patern so complex
and almost mictoscopic, that it s almost impercepeible. All of his s ata
verycalystage, bu fth porato people cantelly help s start predicing

the: ble, the world as we know it will change beyond belief.

ems that

previously inexplicabl
Studyin rsormlled non-equilbrium physics,atfirst glance,
scems beyond esoreric, deeply obscure. But when you read what the bits of
potato can tell usabout predicting carthquakes or the ebb and flow of
human history, it may be time to head for the vegetable market,

Iesasafe assumption that frozen potatoes, flung against the wal, will
breakino bt along random, unpredictable lines, Afierall, no two

phenomena,

Here in Nepal, we'll beable to plan for major Welllhavea

“Theoretical physic has to be wild, driven by forces beyond the fringe, if

itisto make new discoveresand offer unders[andmg “There can be no

orthodoxy, linging to deas.

Ubiquity has the potential to make ll ofour lives more explicable less

blame-ridden.Icould ransform polisand conomic, bring irncs and
jthin reach of almost any society.

window on the swings and roundabouts of the global inancial markets, and

we may even beable to find out what history has in soe. I daresay the

Nepal Development Forum might ake delvry of some frozen porocs o

help them understand how the vagari

their tasks and cash flow. Fori scems to me that the very notion of
evelopment,as pursued at the moment, could be wrong, Last month’s

ffortuncand fi

Orit could simply bea madcap notion thatwill shtter into smallr bits
asitis picked aparc by scientific peer groups and academics. Is time to buy
some potatoes. Ifyou can afford them...

Ubiquity: The Science of History... or Why the World Is Simpler
Than We Think by Mark Buchanan is published by Phoenix, UK
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threatened him, Heleft, and
returned only after the emergency
was imposed. “We were just
completinga bridge,” he reca
“I'had asked the attackers to
spare an old man. But they beat
me up instead.” A group of about
50 Maoists dragged him out of hs
house on 6 Feburary, attacked
him with steel rods and khukuris.
Doctors are waiting for the flesh
wounds to heal before they deal
with the bone fractures

Asocial worker at T
told us he has never seen worse
cases. “Earlier patients did not
have as many wounds, maybe they
were trying to kill or just hurt
them,” he told us. “Afier the
emergency, [ have seen patients
wich bones beaten to picces.”

So far, the government is
paying the hospital bill of all
NLI()]S(\AC\‘HI\S Another inmate is
Chatra Raj Bhandari, a farmer
anda Nquh Congress worker
from Tanahun. He was attacked
on 23 November, the day the

Maoists broke the ceascfire with
theattacks in Dangand Syangja.
“I'had no prior warning,” Bhandari
recalls. “They just came, took me
out of the house and started
beating me up in the courtyard.”
Like the others, doctors say
Bhandari will be in hospital for at
least six more wecks. Then there
will be another half-a-year of
physiotherapy to allow him to
walk properly again.

Tuesday, 12 February was like
any other day at TUTH. There
were 18 patients from the conflict,
and the hospital was waiting for
another three wounded to arrive
later that evening, The orthopacd-
ics ward is now looking more and
more likea field hospitalin a war,
moreso with a newly-build helipad
to handle major disasters—and
also so that the most seriously
wounded can be flown directly in
without going to the irport and
being ferried in an ambulance.

Hospital director, Dr Nepal,
shakes his head. “We are facing an

3,000 new tax payers

When the vo\untary Dec\aranon nl \ncome Scheme (VDIS) ended Tuesday‘ the \n\and Revenue Departr
ment (IRD) had more than 3,000 new taxpayers and additional revenue of Rs 605 million. On closing
day alone property worth Rs 100 million was disclosed and net revenue of Rs 10 million was collected.
The VDIS announced by Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat in the budget last July ended on 13
January, but was extended for month “at the request of the business community”. The IRD is now all
set to take action against those who should have, but did not show up at the tax office. IRD officials
say the department's action against defaulters will depend on priority and the information it has
gathered, and may even include raids and confiscation of property.

Straying neighbours

India's Uttar Pradesh Forest Department is delighted after six Nepali rhinos that used to stray from
their home in Sukhlaphanta Wildlife Reserve have decided to stay on in India. Normally, there
wouldn't be such a fuss as rhinos regularly travel to and from forest corridors between the two
countries in the tarai. But the itinerant rhinos have confirmed their permanent residency as one
female has given birth to a baby. It's a “landmark” event says a Times of India report given that
the Great Indian Rhinoceros was on the verge of extinction in India, hunted by poachers for the
horn, considered an aphrodisiac. In 1984, India launched an ambitious project under which a few
rhinos from the resident populace in Assam were released in the Dudhwa National Park in
Lakhimpur district of UP. Today, the number in Dudhwa has increased considerably, but the rhinos
are kept in a fenced-in area. Which is why the arrival of the visitors from Nepal in the Pilibhit
Reserve Forest, which adjoins Sukhlaphanta and is home to other endangered species such as
the sloth bear and the swamp deer, is a pleasant surprise.

But not everyone is so sure of the number. “The Indian forestry officials must have counted
three rhinos that wander the corridor twice. As far as we know, only three rhinos wander into
India, and Nepali rhinos are all radioed and marked, so we know just where they are,” says Surya
Bahadur Pandey who worked at Sukhlaphanta until a few months ago. Last year, five rhinos were
translocated to the reserve in Far West Nepal. There, too, one female has given birth to a calf.
Conservationists say they don’t mind where the rhinos live,
India or Nepal as long as they are conserved.

weare running out of space in
the wards.” ¢

Close shave

TaraNath Ranabhat speaker of |he House of Represemalwes,
realised this week that his flippant remarks about women could
easily be construed as derogatory. The participants of the
Solidarity of Gender Equality conference hooted him out for doing
just that. Ranabhat, who began his address to the gathering by
challenging the women to “correct their ways” before demanding
equality with men, even boasted that he could pass the women
rights bill with a mere snap of his fingers, if he wished to. But
when the women decided they could take no more and raised the
volume of their protests, a visibly embarrassed Ranabhat decide
to cut his speech short and slink back to his chair. But that was
not all—the angry audience confronted him again at the Royal
Nepal Academy, where even the organisers of the conference
could not shield him from the humiliating remarks from the crowd.
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The Position: The Requirements:

- Degree in social science, or related field, preferably at
postgraduate level, with at least 5 years relevant professional
experience, including practical experience in the areas of
social and/or impact

and Exposure to large infrastructure
pm]ects andfor engineering background useful

« Monitors implementation and advises on the administration of
ADB-supported Melamchi Water Supply Project (MWSP), and
other ADB-financed infrastructure projects as needed.

+ Strengthens lines of communication between ADB and
relevant agencies,

key social and aspects of the
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MWSP and other ADB-supported infrastructure projects as

+ Excellent written and oral communication skills in English and

required.

of social,

« Monitors project managemenl to ensure effective coordination

pali.
+ Strong interpersonal skils and ability to work in a multicultural

the Melamchi Water Supply Project).

areas of social

ADBinanced infrasiruciure | prmecls with each other and with
other project components. (Particular attention to be given to

+ Monitors and liaises with the Government and project
consultants on the transfer of knowledge and technology in

=3

team, and to liaise effectively with the community members,
NGOs and various government entities.

+ Good computer skills and knowledge of software packages,
including Word-processing, Power Point, and Excel.

« Ability to work independently and under pressure.

agencies.

partners and stakeholders.

EASY TIMES

It's never been easier to subscribe to
imes.
Just dial this number and leave your address.

94333

projects as required.

applicable to local staff.

Women candidates are encouraged to apply.

+ Monitors to facilitate effective co-ordination between line
Monitors and advises on consensus building with various

* Monitors and facilates effective implementation of key social
and aspects of other ADB-supported

ADB generally recruis its local staff from the member country in which the Resident Mission is located. The advertised position is a
local position for which applications from persons resident in Nepal are solicited. ADB offers a competitive local salary and benefits

‘The above position is for a three-year fixed term appointment. ADB staff are expected to serve in any location outside the duty station.
For further information on ADB, please visit www.adb.org and look for Employment Opportunities under Business Center.

Director, not later than 28 February 2002.

MR. RICHARD VOKES
COUNTRY DIRECTOR

To apply, send CV and cover letter by fax or mail, quoting. Ref. No. IINRM/2002/01, Position ID No. 0267 must be submitted to Country

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK Tel: 227779. Fax: 225063
SRIKUNJ, KAMALADI E-mail: adbnrm@adb.org
Online should be in MS Word Format. Only shortlisted candidates will be notified
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by PUSKAR BHUSAL

indergarten
consultations

We need a durable framework for a
minority government. It might be a
good beginning to set a statutory
limit of one prime minister per year,
which roughly corresponds to Nepal’s
record in the last 12 years.

the number of ruling party MPs, It
would be tempring o dismiss
Khadka'sformulaashypocricical
posturing when you recall heliscof
nearlytwo dozen MPs he home
minister handed over o Deubalong
with his ulimatum before leving on
that Australian sojourn lstyear, Bue
you have to remember that the 10-
percent rule would also make it
casir for Khadka to manage his
faction, which, by most accounts,is
the most influential—and, by
extension, porencially disruptive—

within the fold.

.o oo eoe .o 1 say take a wider perspective
FNepali ! ‘iri]a Mandaland lookstraigh hesecond leaders’ from Biratnagr. sieoftheainecand hegnder and double the spoils to 20 percent.
IPmsad I d mirror. He should consid di ritical national issu Tt it h thar Shailaja | discrepancy in his That way, every ruling party MP
i difficult to ssllhlx like Sher Bahadur resembled lietl it d shil with almost equal Sowhydocs Dcuban::daﬂr would geteo scrvcaonc year non-
broader democraticalliance proposal o | Deuba, Khum Bahadur Khadka, Biay | ten bravel.Iclis in the deep virulence, Sh d membercabinetwt ilof
hisown party, he probably gotagood | Kumar Gachehadar, Bal Bahadur KC anddmrus[wnhwfnchrhq’vxewnne | foond fo harge of de | ministers. The mlmnd pordolios
idealastweek. The theatrics ac the: and Jaya Prakash Gupta who have anotherand h ‘midnight: i the d can beworked out througha
central committee meetings clearly prospered in the rival camp today. | displaying. Prime Minister Deubawas | premier ble pl limited political hecapital | prudent mix of fund-raising
showhow ugendy Koirla necdstoget | Any rookic Kangrmcan figure out idendy infuriated by the liberty hroul hile masquerad I idh experience, re-clection prospects and
hi her. The ruling party chi G 1 Sushil ingiin public to be his principal distraction of havingto checkevery 10 | time spen i prison and/or exile.
should forgetabout comparing nores Koiralacan bealtred irala took with second: rival. Sushil recorted that he had minutes whether hasstill hasatleast | You can throw in seniority and
with Madhav Kumar Nepal, Surya enhancementtool. whlleprtpannghlsevaluanon report | gone o Baluvata afer receving 57 MPsonthissde. Tobe i the | geographicalorign ncuse theisa
Bahadur Thapaand Badi Prasad “The tragedy lies norin the face thac Referringto | Girija Koirala An dged toforma | de. This way, a majority parliament
persistental theprime | you thought the infighting in the 15-member cabinetif GirjaKoirala | could expect serve outits full five-
minister Koirala clan would soon be over and Krishna Prasad Bhattarai gave him | year term and the people spared
whohad donated moneyto the now that Mahesh Acharya and alistofseven MPscach, completewith | mid-term radio jingles, posters and
Maoists, Deubaadvised Sushil notto | Amod Prasad Upadhyaya have joint undertaking to immediate call course, this
beli b } itched ¢ offthei prosy war, Neither partylder | formula wouldn'twork i the casc of
everything he saw in print. To prove Asforthecampin powe,seveal | has serously aken what couldbe | 2 hung paramens, unlesscach
hispoint, Deuba recalledall those the ey to the stability of amajority | parcncr of ing coalii
storics hehad rad boue huwSus}ul wmp]auungoﬂ\uwundﬂemploved government. The iation has ageed to abide by these terms, Even
had accepted ma they: d that the then, you would still have to find a
forcign bencicorbefore Lh: last d;fﬁcul:ykd ing time that they've party's pre-eminent middle-of-the- | durable framework fora minority
I lection but i dspeaking to thei lmdcr,RmnChandeoudcl is government. It might e good
credenceto. d jstersand havin beginning, though, to seta staturory
Asfor Shailsa Acharya's outbursts mnmnmungond-:epmgm\mfd-:e to mainain his relevance. limit of one prime minister per ycar,
h inis rybod; ins m:l The inister Khadkaand which roughls sponds to the
knew she couldn’tstand Deuba minister for Iwelfare | other ish d record Nepal has maintained in the
because, among other things, he was hefeels doubly emt dacthe | limiting the cabinet’s s hof | last 12 years. ¢

barely out ofhis diapers when shewas
wavingblack flags. When the former
deputy prime minister criticised
Deuba for reportedly saying he would
defeatthe Maoistswith the help of
forcign forces, ifthat was needed, the
head of government flewinroa rag.
Deubachallenged Shaikato provide
documentary proof apart from thosc
inadmissible newspaper stories) hat
hehad everutcred sucha thing,
Reaffirming his patriotism, Deuba.
pledged hewould ermainin the

untry to fightany
iFShailsj decided o cros into Jogbani
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Things aren’t getting better

Thee World Bank says Nepal's prospects for an economic fecovery i the medium-tefm (generally'a three-"
year outlook) is bleak due to everything that happened in Nepal in 2001 and of course the global recession
after 11 September. The Bank said growth in fiscal 2001/02 would be about 3 percent going by IMF
numbers, which don't factor in the escalation of Maoist violence from the end of November, and the anti-
terrorism campaign launched by th including of the army. The

earlier revised its economic growth estimate to 2.5 percent, down from the roughly 6 percent projected in
the July 2001 budget. Exports are down, as are imports. Readymade garments have been hit badly, and
because they comprise about 25 percent of total exports, this will hurt every sector of the economy.
Another reason for worry is the new WTO trading regime, which comes into effect in 2005. Quotas, a
crucial factor in the growth of the garment industry, will be scrapped under the new trading rules. The
prospects of a recovery in tourism in the medium-term are also uncertain: it would need extensive—and
expensive—promotions to get tourists to come even after the emergency runs its course. As Finance
Minister Ram Sharan Mahat says, any recovery would hinge on the ability of the country to return to
normal.

Bad start

Tourism, s everyone knows; is in a bad way. Bit just iow bad? Jaruary 2002arrivals aré grim: only 13,”
576 visitors came to Nepal by air last month, a roughly 50 percent drop compared with the about 25,900
who flew in in January 2001. Third country arrivals (from countries other than India) dropped sharply, by
almost 54 percent, and Indian arrivals fell by 24 percent. The Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) blames the slump
on the “false perception of travel safety in Nepal", but expects arrivals to improve, especially now that the
United States has downgraded its travel advisory for Nepal. The tourism industry is worried that a third
consecutive bad year could be the straw that breaks the industry's back. Overall tourist arrivals in 2001
dropped by almost 23 percent, compared with the year before (including arrivals by land), a trend which
began with the end-December 1999 hijacking of the Indian Airlines aircraft from Kathmandu, and that
worsened with the deteriorating law and order situation in the country and the imposition of the emer-
gency.

Bring in the managers

‘e Nepal RastraBank fias fori acoritactwi itie Touche fomahatsu (DTT) effective’si * * *
March, under which the consulting firm will manage the Rastriya Banijya Bank (RBB) for two years. DTT
areto receive a fee of $5.75 million hange for turning around the RBB, which KPMG
auditors said two years ago is technically insolvent. BRS Neupane and Company will be DTT's Nepali
partners. The central bank is negotiating the terms of a similar contract with Price Waterhouse Cooper
India, which has been selected for taking over the management of the Nepal Bank Limited. The World Bank
is giving Nepal almost $35 million for financial sector reforms, of which handing over the RBB and the NBL
onmanagement contracts is a major component.

NEWS

1d
combinations for branding—the new ones don't have those:
names—but they are getting better at selling. Aimost every noodle
maker has some sort of giveaway on the cards, whether free
packs of noodles or full-scale lottery prizes. Now the makers of
Mayos have joined the race. Their prizes include a car every month,
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Woomg Indians

by ARTHA BEED

We sell whitewater rafting and Pashupati in the same
package, and wonder why we find no takers.

hile holidayingin Indiaa
fewwecksago, chis Beed
missed the symposium on
“Prospectsand Problems of Tourism
Devclopment berween Nepaland
India”organised by the Horel
Asociation of Nepal. So,thisweck, we
will ponderon the nced towoo the
Indian tourist, and ways oo so.
Twill admitic. It gets iresome
travellingin India—for no eason
otherthan the two questions very
itizen ofthis kingdom i relendlssly
subjected to. “So, tellusabour | Jun,”
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Pokhara’s most coveted hotel property, Fulbari got a new
manager in October. Geeta Jetley brings with her 21 years of
hoteliering experience with India’s Oberoi and Taj Groups. The
100-acre property includes a spa, a garden and a 165-room
resort, and collectively employs over 240 people. But the
tourism slump has hit the Fulbari hard. Nepali Times caught up
with Jetley in Pokhara and tried to find out what can be done.

Nepali Times: How did you land up in Pokhara?

Geeta Jetley: Fulbari had placed an ad in India, | thought | should give it
ashot. | came just like that on a Friday in September. It had rained for a
few days and when it stopped, you could see the mountains. | was
walking past the hotel when the cloud cover lifted on a moonhl nlghl
Suddenly you had and the

ethereal, something picture postcards and movies are made of.

How are you coping with the slump?

Everyone asks that question. It is not just Fulbari, tourism per se is
down everywhere. What is really important is that when the chips are
down everybody has to come together and look at the problem with one
point of view.

MeaningO
You can't say ‘I, me, myself”. The “us” part of it has to come out. We
have to clearly identify our potential markets and then do it.

Do what?

Let me give you an example of the Indian market. Now people have gone
en-masse to Sri Lanka, though Kathmandu is a lot closer to Delhi than
Colombo. Why? Because everybody—the airline, hotels and travel
agencies—has looked at tourism as ‘tourism for Sri Lanka’. Our promo-
tion has to be more focussed, it has to be defined. If you read what
others in the industry are saying, it's essentially the same thing. We
have to act fast. We have to effectively sell Nepal as a destination as a
whole. Nepal promotions cannot just stop in Kathmandu, they have to
include Chitwan, Lumbini and Pokhara. Everybody seems to know this.

So how come we are not getting results?

Supposing you are walking in a particular direction and find you're lost.
You retrace your steps or find a new direction. You can't be eternally
lost. That tourists are not coming is a reality: the more important thing is,
what are we doing to change that?

What are you doing?

We're talking about Destination Nepal 2002, the International Year of the
Mountains and the of Eco-tourism. We're already into this year, and a
promotion should have happened at least in the middle of last year.
Everyone should have known what we were doing. Still, all is not lost.

- Geeta Jetley, Fulbari Resort and Spa, Pokhara

What do you think the government should do?

Look at tourism as a whole, not in bits and pieces. You have many tourism
organisations in Nepal, you need to get focussed—this is Nepal Tourism,
everybody comes together. We have to focus on the markets likely to be
the maximum spenders. And then go and get them.

Just how bad are the present numbers?

Bad is a generic word. Let me put it this way, it is difficult to fathom the
fluctuation here. We've had huge fluctuations, say like going up from 35-
40 to 130 rooms. The way the country is being sold now, the focus
seems to be to tell people to come to Kathmandu and go back. That must
change. Tourism promotion must not be Kathmandu-centric. For example,
this year is Kumbh in Mansarovar, a once-in-lifetime wish among Hindus.
We talk about religious tourism, but how are we capitalising on this event
when we know we have a huge Hindu population to the south?

Are you still an optimist?

You know, learning never ends. In Bangladesh, for example, many
Bengalis go to Kolkata for medical treatment. Now Malaysia is giving
special medical packages to attract the same people to Malaysia. The:
early bird gets the worm... The package was being promoted by
Malaysian Airlines, not a hospital or medical representatives. That is what
I mean by selling the country and its products collectively.

Tourism can help in many ways. We aren't only in the business of
earning foreign exchange, there are indirect benefits—infrastructure gets
automatically developed. If this resort weren't here, you may not have had
the development that is taking place around us. There are shops, real
estate prices are going up. You see people’s lives are improving, employ-
ment is generated. Everybody comes and admires what we have, you
can see the ‘wow' in their eyes. It gives you pride in your country.

How has your experience beenda woman in Nepal and heading
an organisation as big as this?

I have worked in Iraq as a woman and | have headed an organisation
there. At the end of the day, when it comes to professionals, you are
identified as a professional and somewhere down the line gender does
not matter. That s if the professional part is strong enough and respected.
As a matter of fact, in this part of the world you have far more women
taking on leadership.
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gallery of dramatic pictures
of Nepal taken from orbit.

The Arniko Highway south of Bhaktapur skirts terraced fields
of wheatin this picture taken by a satellite flying 250 km above
the earth at about noon in Feburary 1987. The poplar trees
castlong shadows.

eworld's deepest gorge
fromthe Lande:gThegmagic
Mapper taken in January
1989. Snow and ice appear
as bluewhile vegetation is
green. Rocks arered and
clouds white. Most major
Himalayan rivers are older
than the mountains. Theriver
basins follow the location of
the original pre-Himalayan
rivers that drained the
Tibetan marginal mountains
and flowed into the Tethys
Sea 75 million years ago. As
the mountains rose, the
rivers were able to cut
through them. This is why the
Ka\iGandakw,Arum Bhote

A composite portrait of Nepal made by joining ten

clarity and remains avaluable tool to measure landcover

satellite pictures taken during cloudless days between 2- trends. Comparisons with satellite ima?ery taken 25

23March, 1977. This famous Landsat imagewasE
pared by the Nepal Remote Sensing Centre with

Get your copy of the south-side-up
map of South Asia!

An attempt by the editors of Himal South Asian to reconceptualise the region.

Only NPR 100!

Call 543-333 or write to editors@himalmag.com

re-

elp
from the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation and
the World Bank. Satellite mapping techniques have ad-
vanced since then, but this image still stands out for its

years later show that although much of the hardwood
forests of the eastern and middle tarai that we see in this
picture have been cleared, the forest cover in Nepal's
midhills has made acomeback due to successes of our
community forestry programme.

Kosi, Buri Gandaki and the The Himalaya
glgre" ?meim::;hc?a‘ljr\rgf- One of the most prominent physical features visible on the surface of the earth from
Y the Himalaya. This unique photograph was taken from a space shuttle in 1988 and shows the

Kathmandu Valley's topography is dominated by the former Uil TEPE I E G ochre expanse of the Tibetan plateau on the right, the snow-covered Himalayastretching

lake-bed and the channels cut by the Bagmati and its tributar-
ies through the alluvium. The lake was formed by the tectonic
uplift of the Mahabharat Range at the southern rim of the.
Valley, and the Bagmati was ultimately able to cut its way
through the limestone hills at Chobhar, draining the lake.

These two pictures are an X-SAR digital elevation model
(left)and aradar amplitude image (right).

This spectacular picture looks straight down at Mount Ever-
est. The highest mountain in the world casts the longest
shadow. The Rongbuk glacier snakes off to the right into the
Tibetan plateau, the narrow cup of the Western Cwm starts at
the head of the Khumbu Glacier. The top of Mt Everest is made
up of yellowish limestone, meaning that the rocks on the
highest point on earth were formed at the bottom of the ocean.

stupendous gorges through
therising rock.

diagonally across, and the dark green of the Mahabharat Range on the left. The red circle
shows location of Mt Everest and the yellow circle shows Kathmandu.

Dhaulagiri

This is not a picture taken from ajet at 35,000 ft, but a slanting
view of the Dhaulagiri range taken by the Expedition 1 crew
from the International Space Station using a high-magnifica-
tion lens. The photograph was taken out of the window of the
Space Station from an orbital altitude of 200 nautical miles
(370km). The view is southeast-ward across the southern
Tibetan Plateau and Dolpo towards the world's seventh
highest mountain, Dhaulagiri, which dominates the horizon.
The uplift of the Himalaya continues today at arate of several
millimeters per year, pushed by the continuing collision of the
Indian tectonic plate with the Eurasian one that began about
70million years ago.

Himalayan smoke

After three years of Himalayan drought, there was a rash of
forestfires in the Himalayan midhills from Kashmir to
Himachal Pradesh in the spring of 2000. Smoke from the fires,
carried by westerly winds right across Nepal, can be clearly
seen in this SeaWiFS satellite image. Also seen clearly are the
crystal blue lakes dotting the Tibetan Plateau.
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Temphng science

However technically sound they may be, research results

by JOHN ZIMAN
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There is a raging debate on in the UK
about whether there is a link between
autism and the MMR vaccine. While

parents want a choice of vaccinations,
public health experts warn of a disaster
in the making.

D T T T Y

Public health vs individual choice
The MMR debate goes to the heart of the relationship
between the individual and society. This is an age in which
people expect to exercise choice; but there are times when
the collective good must prevail. The great programmes
against cholera, polio and smallpox could never have taken
place had they not been enforced. Yet here we have the
makings of a public health disaster, with drift, fear and
confusion. The unconfirmed findings of maverick scientists
such as Dr Andrew Wakefield prey upon a public which has
grown at once more consumerist and more sceptical of
authority, with good reason after the BSE and foot and
mouth fiascos.

The new risks are much greater than any arising from
the use of the combination vaccine for measles, mumps

"',.,a"j;._—
-

3

and rubella. The overwhelming factual evidence is that there is no risk from the MMR vaccine
itself. Dr Wakefield's unorthodox work has been confounded by more rigorous studies in
Britain and elsewhere, which show there is no link between autism and MMR.

To prevent epidemics, 95 per cent of the population needs to be covered by inoculation.
The proportion now covered by MMR has fallen to 86 per cent. Tony Blair must urgently
square up to his responsibilities. His mulish refusal to disclose his own decision over baby
Leo has compounded public doubt. He is, we accept, entitled to privacy but in this respect he
is like any other parent who must expose his child to a negligible risk in the interests of a
greater public good. On such matters privacy becomes more of a luxury than a right.

The government must now launch a massive educational offensive. The campaign must
not be patronising or needlessly frightening. It must avoid the lofty mandarin arrogance
which so incensed the public when the scale of the BSE disaster became apparent. And it
should address frankly the fears of people caught in doubt and dilemma, who are worried
about the unexplained rise in the number of diagnosed cases of autism.

Perhaps, too, we can learn from the French who offer the alternative of single jabs. There
are serious problems with this approach: when it was used for whooping cough in the
1970s, coverage collapsed and there were two epidemics with 100 avoidable deaths. Single
jabs for measles, mumps and rubella require six acts of vaccination, and increase the risk
of infection. Single vaccines imported to meet the current shortage have not been licensed
or tested for toxicity. But there has been no row in France and little resistance to triple
inoculation because the policy has been less dogmatic and allows a degree of choice while

still putting a premium on the common good.

The government must regain control of this issue, and quickly. (Guardian)
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e-way power

ia and China could finally be getting
counter US influence in Asia.
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RANJITDEVRAJ
NEW DELHI - With the prospect of
extended US millary prescncein
CantrlAsanove hkdy Russi has
Id proposalto

the Hong Kong besed French Centre
for Researchon Contemporary Chin,

les (ICBMs), while Russia
continues to have enough warheads to
challenge the reliability of the US
umbrella. Although relations between
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ds 199%
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power s, When Russian lcader

Yesgeni Primaovfistproposed
US-centred,

herwhen hesiid
Americavas ‘working with Russiaand
Chinaand India, in ways we have
neverbefore,toachicve peaceand
prosperity.”
According o Rajiv Nayan,a
rescarcherat the Inseiute for
Defence Studiesand Analyses
(IDSA), a government-funded think
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Bajpai said that though the proposed
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build an Asian security system,
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COMMENT by JOSEPH STIGLITZ

Crony capita]ism, Ametican-style

blamed that region’s

R menbes e st Afachi? When e US Trasayand s IMF s
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se American audicing irms, bringn
ottachthemhow o un he companics. But the unfolding Enron scandl
brings new meaning toa favourite
American saying; “What goes around
comesaround.”

Enron used fancy accounting ricksand
complicated financial products (derivacives)
to mislead investorsabout ts value. It used
its money to by nfluence and power,
shape US energy policy, and avoid
regulations. Crony capialism sn't news
norisic the province ofasingle party.
Former US Treasury Secretary Roberc
Rubin reportedly tried o influence the
curren govemment o intervencon behalf
of Enron in itsdispute in India. In office,
e had intervened when the supposedly
independent board seringaccounting
sandardsried o clean up theaccouning
of senior exceutives'share options. Partly
due to him, this cffort o make corporate
accounting transparent was stymicd.

America’s willingness to provide
malti-billion dollar bail-ouss o airlines
or create cartels to prorect s stecl and
aluminium industries suggests that free
marketideology is but a thin guise for
old-ashioned corporre welfr: i othos it connections, Enron was
notbailed outand the p testimony to the
absence of crony capitalism. I believe it s testimony to the importance ofa
free press, which can curtil abuses. As the press started looking more closely
at Enron, the number of members of Congress who had accepted money
from Enron became clear. Campaign contributions were not just a mateer of
publicpirit, but an investment.

Many lessons emerge. Some concern politic: the case for campaign
finance reform in the US s srenghencd, a s the need for stronger laws
requiring public disclosure, The Bush administration, for instance, rfuscs
todisclose information to clarify the rolc of corporate interestsinits cncrgy
poliy. Otherlessonsconcen thecconomics ofnformation. For markets o
worl for eficient must be provided,
investors must have information, There are mhcmn( conflicsof nterest:

Enron forces us to ask: how do we
balance government and the market?

owners and managers have a nacural incentive to presenta picturc as rosy as
possible. Audiing i intended to put limits on potencial abuses. But who
auditsthe audicors?
We rely heavi
tion. But the i

ly on incentives. Auditors w
finking of consuling an b
perverse incentives in place: an incentive
o please the clients, who disike
unfavourable reports. Arthur Levite,
former Chairman of the Sccuritics and
Exchange Commission, recognised thatas
many within the auditing firms focus on
their own shortterm interests, the
integrity of the audits could be compro-
mised. But auditing firms and their
corporate clients roundly artacked his
proposal o scparating consulting from
auditing, What Levict grasped, and what
the Enron debacle shows so clearly, is
chat incentives matter, but that unfettered
markets themselves may not provide the
tight ones, The new economy and s
complicated new financial instruments
enhance the problems of reliable:
accounting frameworks, making it casier
o obfuscate. But corporate America turns
its back, aided and abeteed by crony
capitalism, American style.
“The central issuc s finding the righe
ance between the government and the
marker, The satus quo will argue that
on s an exception: thatits demise was due to fraud, that we have laws
against fraud, and that those who violate these laws should and will bear the
consequences. But much of what Enron did was notllegal. s audicors laim
its central practices were within the laws that thousands of irms do the same.
“They are right. And tha's the problem. Investors need assurance that the
information received alquudnh reflectsthe conomicsiation ofa rm.
Within che curren regy withd d
otherofEbalancesheet lbilics, [hm isno way forinvestors o hve that
- Wenced b aws. While wewill
never beabletopreventall abuscs, we can ge theincentives ight. ¢
(Project Syndicare)

o maintain theirreputa-
iting practi

ecee

(oseph Stiglitz, professor of economics at Columbia University, was
formerly Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of the Worid Bank.)

Debate flowers in China
BEIJING - A debate over China's national flower is blooming
across the cities of the mainland. Yuppies and intellectuals are
arguing: which flower would be the right national symbol for an
ascending power, self-conscious of its long history but eager to
embrace modemnity? It might have been easy for Empress.
Dowager Cixi (1835
1908) to proclaim the
elegant peony
blossoms as imperial
China’s national
flower. Not so for the
National People's
Congress—China's
parliament—today.
Consensus about
China's floral symbol
seems to have been
buried along with the
last remnants of the
Qing Dynasty. 20
years after it emerged from the Cultural Revolution (1966-76)
when breeding flowers for pleasure was forbidden, China has
yet to decide on its national flower. “It is very important... a
national flower strongly symbolises what a country is all about,”
argues Professor Chen Junyu of the Beijing Forestry University.
“Of about 100 large nations, we are the only one without a
national flower.” Chen suggests that the peony and the plum
blossom should both be chosen in a “one country, two flowers™
system, echoing the late leader Den Xiaoping's “one country, two
systems” formula that the mainland put forward in its reunification
cause with the former colonial territories of Hong Kong and
Macau. Professor Chen says the peony will represent ancient
culture while the plum blossom will stand for China after the end
of the empire. Significant in Oriental mythology, art and literature,
the peony was revered as the King of Flowers in China and, at
one time, restricted for the enjoyment of royalty only. The plum
blossom, one of the most loved flowers in southern China, was
traditionally a symbol of the Kuomintang government, which led
China in the early decades of the 20" century before it was
defeated by the
Communists.

The issue has been L
debated since 1982,
and in 1994, a nation-
wide campaign
mobilised people to
vote for their favourite
flower as a national
symbol. Peony
emerged the winner
and the Chinese Floral Association proposed it to the Standing
Committee of the National People’ Congress, but a decision was
put off. And it is only getting harder—parting with the austere
habits of the early communist era means Chinese people are
beginning to enjoy flower shopping, breeding and gifting. China
has in recent years become one of the largest flower growing
and consuming countries in the world. By the end of 2000, China
produced 2.7 billion fresh flowers and its exports abroad hit $260
million. Tropical orchids, sweet-scented osmanthus, bright
azaleas, snow-white lilies and Holland tulips all vie for attention at
Beijing's 10-odd flower markets. (Ps)
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t's politics, stupid! et y .
’ (Excerprs of anarticle describing | Following raids by the tax depart- | Adhikari,pemitted the company
lly happenedaca 6-7 ment ksago,instancesof | to resume work once again. n

Editorial in Himal Khabarpatrika, 13-27 February

India is sticking to its contention that Nepal's exports of vanaspati ghiu, acrylic fibre, zinc oxide,
copper wire, etc have seen an “unnatural surge” since the 1996 treaty, which is going to expire
in a few weeks. India has already stuck an “anti-dumping duty” on zinc oxide and other Nepali
exports. To be sure, some of India’s concerns about the manufacture of these items and the
impact of the process on employment are legitimate. But will the problems of Indo-Nepal trade

treaty be resolved just by

the issue of these ial items?

The Indian anti-dumping

W DEATH IFWAERANT FOR NS FUBHERS A0 IROTRTT
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tariffs have not just been
slapped on zinc oxide, the
export of Nepali steel rods to
India is also being stopped
because they don't have the
Indian standards seal. Non-tariff
barriers such as quarantine
rules are being enforced on
traditional Nepali

February closcd-door mecting of the
ruling Nepali Congess.)

Sushil Koirala the general sccretary
had presented the party s asscssment
ofthe emergency ule,and Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deubawas
asked to respond. He replied that
the party'sassessment was pardy
truc, but that most of the report
revolved around what had appeared
in the papers, which was not
reliable. He then said that he had
another meeting o attend and
wanted tolave: Darty membersshot
backaskinghow he could do that,

fraud by owners of manpower
companies have come to light.
According toasource in Lumbini
Overseas, the company chicf
Madhu Lamsal has been sending,
unwitting Nepalilabourers to
South Koreaas “waince workers”
and pocketing the money. Lumbini
Overseasis the one company
permitted to send Nepali abourers
toSouth Korea, and itis hood-
winkingthe labourers. It makes
cachworker paya refundable
depositof Rs 100,000. Oncein
South Korea, the abourers forget
wwask forhei eund,and the

party was mecting,

gtha
Acthat point, D

exports. The export to India of
Nepali llam tea is being ob-
structed.

What's more, even the export
of toothpaste in

onatall party meetingsin furure.

Thecontroversial pary report

hem o
collctithe. The company routes
this money back to its accounts
through depois na numbe of

ays that
been able to control the Maoists in

Nepal by Indian multinationals
has been stopped because of
the retroactive imposition of
Indian taxes. What is clear is
that the real reason for the
breakdown of trade relations
between India and Nepal is not
entirely the 1996 treaty.

The ruling BJP in India has
always been critical of the treaty.
For the last three years, the
Indian government has been
angered by two things: what it
sees as a treaty harmful to
Indian economic interests, and
its perception that Nepal is

Front-page ad in India’s Economic Times, 9 February

allowing Pakistani intelligence
(1SI) to operate in Nepal.

Clearly, that there are political reasons why our economic and trade relations with India are
never on an even keel. It could be that the reason for the difficulty in suppressing the Maoist
insurgency is also this iciness in political relations.

Nepal must therefore tackle the political roots of the crisis in renewing the trade treaty with
India. We suffer more than India when bilateral relations take a knock, so it is in our own
pragmatic interest to be proactive in this. We need know: what does India want from us? If their
concerns and demands are legitimate, His Majesty's Government must address them, if
they're not, it should inform the people that they're not. But just sitting around twiddling our
thumbs is not going to get us anywhere. It's the politics, stupid.

R

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

have been brib

with the money Id be payingin tax, for which the nation is

payinga heavy price.

—Rajendra Khetan, industrilist in Deshantar, 10 Eebruary

Loudspeaker: National democraticallionce
Voice: Turnaround and say it louder

et 18220 Himalaya Times, 10 February

witby the party. Basing its
conclusions on the information
provided by the Chief Disrict
Officers,the reportsays the

goserment hasnotbcn bl cto
effc

financ dbanksin the
aapital. Dhruba Kumar Sharma, a
Ministryof Labour and Transport
spokesman, saysiis llegal o ask
forsuch deposis.

Some workers who have
returned from South Korea
complin that ey e ot been
able to get their deposis

Under-19s

Rajdhani, 12 February

Excerpts from an interview with
Binod Das, capain of the under-19
Nepali cricket team

Are you satisfied with the
team’s overall performance
in the under-19 World Cup?

Asthecaptain ofthe team, [am
fully sacified with Nepal's

“Despite asking, about 80 percent
of my friends haven't got their

deposis back,” saysareturnee, In
1994, rhe Labour Ministry allowed

harge each indi-

Whom do you owe this
success (0?
Thiswasagroupcfon. The

vidual Rs 62,500 a servicefecs. In
1996 the amountincreased to Rs
79,800. Lumbini Overseas has
been adding R 100,000 o the
service charge. Butsince peopleare
desperate for cmployment,and
given the peaceand sceurity
situation in the country and the
Tack of jobs, they are willing to pay
any amount aslong as theirjobs
are guaraneed.And ot s

the security e fact,the
report said, the government i even

for companics to
pocketextramoney. Lumbini
Finance, established in 1994, was

Py
for the fucl and rent of cars that have
been deputed for security work. The
reportalso charges that the govern-
mentwith being responsible for the
gradual erosion of civl rule, because
the CDOs do not have the power to
make exccutive decisions. Italso
charges the governmencwith trying
ospread the message that ‘develop-
mentis possible only duringan
emergency, not under democracy’
which,itsays, smacks of dicatorial
tendencies, and gives e to

permitted to export labourafier it
signed an understanding with the
Korcan Federation of Industrics.
There was demand foralitdle over
1,000 workers in 1994, and for 400
Tabourers in 1996. Ministry records
show the company has sent 2,988
people o Korea, The company
hasn'tadvertisd in accordance
with the law, and icalso does not
have proper papers fora number of
the workers, who it sends to South
Korca via Delh.

‘The Nepal Rastra Bank has

Iso suffered i it dealings with the

uspicionsof e
reporcbosys theggnernmenths

u)mpanv,whlch hsyeto

and eminds bt the decrion vas
fotaclng ‘v and nsinving

kofa ar
amountofcapcl. Laml has
removed himself safely from the

livein peace, Thereportalsosays that

P
saying he can displace Labour

minisershavebeen focusingon Minister Palden Gurungina
transfers, promotion: second. Asa result,
and contractingoutworks, which has beensctup at the Ministy to
Idnotsendaposid lookinto of Lamsal
thecommoncitizens... Theparty | and Lumbini Overscas. Under
reportabosaysthegovemmencmust | Sty ofthe Minisy Busana
keful foreverything | Kumar Upadhayayah

thathappens during theemergency.

Shailaja Acharya (former prime
minister Girja Prasad Koirala's
nicce, who was voted out of
parliamentin May-June 1999) also
hada chance to have her say. “I said
carlir that we should not make Sher
Bahadur prime minister because he
isa weakling,” she said. But he
was,she added, claborating that
Sushil Koirala and Deuba were
“conspirators”, and cven though
Koirala opposed Deuba in public,
the two had clandestine mectings
at night. “Both of them are
useless,” said Shailaja.

that Lameal has worked in
accordance with Ministry regula-
tions, but that the Ministry's
dircctions might themselves be
controversial. While it has been
decided toset upa highlevel
committee tolook nto the
functioning of the ministry, s yet
o finalised whether the
committeeshould be chaired bya
judge oranother high-ranking
official,says Adhikari. Thisis not
the firs dimea commiltec has been
setup to ook into the dealings of
Lumbini Overseas. The firm was
even closed down once, but

princiy
Lmkm coach Roy Dayas. We m:cd

Although Nepal’s performance
throughout the championship
was good, the final game with
Zimbabwe wasnt s0.
Zimbabwe is a better team than we
are,and on top of that, they won
the toss, which proved fatal for us.
They elected to bat firstand gave
usa target of 247 runs. We were
undera ot of pressure and our
batsmen only that 247 in mind. So
wejust sarted hitting ever ball we
faced, which meant we lost wickets
faster. Our fielding and bowling
weren't that great cither.

In your personal opinion,
who were the top players on
the Nepali team?

Bardaan Chalise performed
especially well. He batted and
bowled very well. Shakti, Manjit,
and Lakpaalso played very well.
Shakti couldn’t batas well, but his
bowling was splendid. Overall,
everyone played well

Nepal’s batting was compara-
tively weaker than its
fielding and bowling...

“To be frank, our batting wasn't
that good. We have always been
weak on the batting front, but
after coach Dayas came we have
improved alot. We wereable to
play the full 50 overs. In future, we
will watch our batting in particu-
lar. Our bowling and fielding were
really appreciated in every place we
played in New Zealand.

What needs to be done so
this team can move
Ourbowlingand fieldingare
strong, but if we getspecial
training from a batting expert, we
will be the best team in the world.

What is your message to
Nepali cricket lovers?

“The appreciation and encourage-
ment we got from our Nepali
fans was invaluable. Give us
some time, and we will give you
surprising results.

woman writer, according to

Virginia Woolf, must have

two things: an independent
source of income and a room of
her own. True, the Bronte sisters
wrote, and brilliantly, in an absence
of these things. Jane Austen
shoved her novel under the sofa
when visitors dropped by—and yet
she produced excellent fiction.
George Eliot wrote, and did so
profoundly. And what about the
poet Emily Dickinson? Didn't she
write some of the world's finest
poems?

The fact is that these writers
are exceptions: the vast majority of
women writers have succumbed to
literary anonymity because they
could not compete—uwith their
hands tied—against their male
counterparts. In Nepal, not surpris-
ingly, the number of women writers
is minuscule, compared to men.
Parijat is the single name among
those canonised as Great Writers.
In her wake, poets and writers
such as Dev Kumari Thapa, Toya
Gurung, Banira Giri and Prema
Shah have countered great odds to
establish themselves in the literary
field. They are followed by women
such as Manju Kanchuli, Maya
Thakuri, Sita Pandey, Benju
Sharma and others. However,
because of women’s financial
dependence on their families, their
weak social support structures,
and the many constraints to their
intellectual and physical mobility,
they are easily hushed by men
writers. Part of the problem is
practical: the quality of women's
writing does suffer because they

Gunjan

cannot write freely, they cannot meet
freely, they cannot travel freely, they
cannot gain the same exposure to
world literature as their male counter-
parts. But the fact remains that when
women do write excellently, this is
attributed to sheer chance—or
attempts are made to undermine
their stature by questioning their
personal lives. Women writers are
simply not granted the kind of author-
ity as men in Nepali society.

Gunjan was formed in 1998 to
amplify the voices of Nepali women
writers. To overcome limitations on
women’s mobility, the group holds
monthly meetings on literary issues,
and also organises larger literary
events. Its members are writers and
poets Padmavati Singh, Bhagirathi
Shrestha, Bhuvan Dhungana,
Hiranya Kumari Pathak, Chandrakala
Newar, Usha Sherchan, Gita Keshari,
Sulochana Manandhar, Pratisara
Sayami, Gyanu Pandey, Susmita
Nepal and Mridula Sharma.

Many of these women are accom-
plished poets, writers, journalists,
songwriters and columnists in their
own right; | have translated, below,
the poems of two. The first was
originally written by Pratisara Sayami
in Newari; | have translated it from its
Nepali translation in Newari Bhasaka
Kehi Adhunik Kabita.

IN THE SHADOWS OF
THE PADDY STALKS

PRATISARA SaYAMI

Next to the road | had reached:
green, quivering paddy stalks
As soon as the breeze started

they laughed and tittered in play
pushing and shoving each other,
these young women

so full of life

Ater five or seven days:

those same stalks, now bent in
abashment

decked with golden flowers
like brides arriving at their new
homes

After some time:

how they had stooped, these

stalks

like trees burdened with fruit

like a wife preparing to bear a
new life

Today again | saw the same
stalks

turned into straw

and laid out on the fields:
like a woman just through
with delivery

like the bloodless face
of a woman suffering anaemia

The second poem is by Usha
Sherchan, a songwriter and writer
of muktak, traditional quatrains.
This poem comes from a poetry
collection titled Najanmeka
Aasthaharu.

LIFE IN THE BEGGING
BOWL OF DEATH

Usta SHERCHAN

Emptiness...emptiness...ultimate

emptiness
in a gigantic cage

locked vehicles keep rolling
transporting empty passengers
transporting empty breasts

in the silence one hears wails
and sobs

covered volcanoes

in the emptiness, lives and
deaths

become accursed

Lives are making merry

deaths are joking and jesting
from close up all re-examine the
other

carrying pathetic laughter
piercing with frightful cries

From the space between fingers
pitiful life peeks out

death peeks out as well

In a voice that breaks in unison
from the gutter

life also flows

life also flows

voices cry in unison

voices slice time

(perform an operation)

Don't get in a frenzy to kill the
foetus

before rays of hope get to shine
don't get in a rage to set the dam
before tides of emotion get to
flow

Allow life to play without thought
for propriety

shattering the long emptiness
breaking the long silence

allow life to turn over

allow life to gain new dimesions

To make anticipation rest

the nerves have begun tingling
insensibility has begun to take
hold

Play with such force that all the
strings break

don't let life get intoxicated

Sing with such power that the
raga breaks

don't let life become insensible

Don't let emptiness quash
Don't let silence prickle
Colour life by playing

the strings of a guitar

Break the emotions by rubbing
the sharp strings of a sitar

So that all becomes bloody—
Make life awake from the dream
realms

with the piercing of instrument
strings

Come, demolish the emptiness.
Awaking from a dream.

Come, demolish the emptiness.
Awakening from a dream

Oh! Who's trying to break
through again

—these soft waves

Oh! Why are they laughing again
—these frightful deaths

Look! Those who plot to take life
by tricking it into laughter

Look! Those who plan to take
life

by fliring with life

Look! Those who think of taking
life

by playing with life

There...look

There...look

Death just sauntered by
leaving behind anticipation
Death just turned away
taking with it sweet hope

Pred

Kashi Tappu Wildlife Camp

Erausta Chowk

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

o what if rekking, rafting and the rest of it seem alitle iffy in

many parts of the country now. For those of you who like to get

alittle sweaty, the Pokhara Marathon 2002, being organised by
the Nepal Ex-Athletes Forum and the Nepal Amateur Achletics
Association, might be just the ticket. “There are city marachons all
over the world,” says Ganesh Bhattarai, coordinator of the Pokhara
Marathon 2002, “We thought, why not give Nepal it's own. And this
won'tbe the last one cither.”

4 Beodded Salan Temed Carg

Run for ﬁm' o0 -‘i;wi-l 'ﬁi;ulcr Offer

... or to win Nepal’s first city marathon.

R R PR

Something like this was direly nceded to make people realise
thac life must go on, and the organisers couldn’t have picked a
better place to hold the run, giving the hospitality business in
Pokhara a much-needed boost. By all accounts, pcﬂplc are ex-

i expects at least 50 from different
countries to participate in the full internacional length 42.195 km
marachon.

“The Pokhara Marathon will be more than just one long run
around the lake city. It will be even more than promoting Pokhara
as destination paradise or the usual suspects of peace and national
solidarity. What this really s, is a warm-up, s it were, for some-
¢thing truly out of this world—the Cross Country Mountain
Marathon from Pokhara to Lo Manthang planned for later this
year, The race circuit will include villages of different ethnicities in
the Annapurna Conservation Areaand is planned to challenge the
participants, and also highlight the challenges that Mustang's
cultural heritage and natural environment face in the furure. Says
Bhattarai, * A sporting event of this magnitude will not only help
highlight Nepal's prospects in adventure tourism, it will give
prominence to our own sportspersons.”

For now, though, there is the Pokhara city marathon o
contend with—and there’s plenty at stake. First, second and third
place winners will receive Rs 25,000, Rs 15,000, and Rs 10,000
respectively, along with the obligatory shields and certificates. The
first under-19 participant completing the run in two hours and 45
minutes or less—the Nepal Amateur Adhletic Association record—will
receivea cash prize of Rs 10,000. The irstten competitors to complete
the race will also receive gifts and certificates. The marathon will starc
from the Pokhara Stadium where participants will gacher at 8AM fora
medical check-up, and from where they willleave shortly afier. There
willdobeanon-compeiive Run for Fun Contsvith prizesand
gifs. Th isecand droall,
email,or just show up, and run for it! 4
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BOUT TOWN

EXHIBITION
% Prints and paintings by Uma Shankar Shah. Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited.
Until 15 March, 11AM-6PM.

15-21 FEBRUARY 2002 NEPALI TIMES ARCHITECTURE 15-21 FEBRUARY 2002 NEPALI TIMES 1 5

YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

And the winner is...

% Discover Japan through contemporary posters Nepal Art Council, 15-22 February, 10AM-
4PM. Embassy of Japan, Nepal Art Council, The Japan Foundation.

% Wind of the Spirit Korean contemporary artists on show at the Nepal Association of Fine
Arts Hall, Naxal. 15-21 February, 11AM-5PM. 270417

% Spring collection 2002 Watercolour paintings of flowers and botanical art by Neera
J.Pradhan. Until 25 February, Park Gallery, Pulchowk, 10AM-6PM, except Saturdays. 522307

EVENTS

% Phillips Saturday Bowling Each Bowler rolls three games, the bowler with highest average
score wins Free Phillips systems. Rs 500, 16 February, 12PM onwards, Bowling Boulevard,
Kantipath. mg@mail.com.np

% Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and Buddhist gods
Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400. Nepali folk
tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, hotel restaurant. Hotel Vajra. 271545

% V-Day isn't over yet Valentine’s celebrations with 1974 AD and buffet dinner. 16 February,
Rs 600 per head, La'Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque, Pulchowk. 535290

Music

% Harmony Evening of music, painting and sculpture. Rs 250, with refreshments. Artscape
Gallery, Newa Guest House, opposite East Meets West Music Box, Thamel. 256411

% Live music by Catch 22, Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle
Restaurant, Thamel. 414336

DRINK
% Herb vodka, your cocktail recipes at the Corner Bar, Radisson Hotel. 411818
FooD

% Pasta Pronto Choose your pasta shape and ingredi- =

ents to be combined by the chef. Rs 325 vegetarian, Rs '——l

Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

% Tibetan Lhosar 15 February, Stupa View Restaurant,

% Perfect Symphony Dark or white chocolate mousse with fresh coffee. The Piano
Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

amritsari, nasi goreng, pav bhaji, noodle soup, desserts. The Café at Hyatt Regency
Kathmandu. 491234

wiches, full meals at backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651
% Chef special luncheons For office-goers at special rates, 12 noon-3PM daily,

% Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11AM—2PM. 25 percent
off with Summit Card. 526271

Between Jawalakhel fire station and St Mary's School. Sing Ma, the Food Court.
Foodcourt@wlink.com.np. 520004

of Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

% Barbecue lunch with complimentary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children.

425, non-vegetarian. Until 28 February, Alfresco, Hotel

N2
Baudhanath Stupa. 480262
% Hawkers Centre Street food cooked right before you, including kathi rolls, fish
% Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner has reopened. Fifth Avenue sand-
Dwarika's Hotel. 479488
% Singaporean and Malaysian food Satay, rice, soymilk dishes, curry puffs and more.
%  Winter Specials Hot mulled wine, ratatouille-filled pancakes, Chicken hoisin. Kilroy's
Saturdays at the Godavari Village Resort, Rs 650 per head. 560675

GETAWAYS

% Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an
organic farm in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Up to Rs 1,200 |
per person per night including meals.
aaa@wlink.com.np. 631766

% Muktinath Darshan Two nights/three days on B&B
basis with Pokhara/Jomsom/Pokhara flights and
airport, resort transfers. Indian nationals Rs 6,999 per
head, expats $250 per head. Jomsom Mountain Resort,
salesjom@mail.com.np or jmr@soi.wlink.com.np.
496110

% Escape to Nagarkot Special packages for Nepalis
and expats at The Tea House Inn. Singles Rs 800 B&B, couples Rs 1,200 B&B. 410432,

% Heritage Package Two-night package with six-course Nepali dinner, massage, breakfast,
$155 per couple, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

For inclusion in the isting send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

ll Nothing much to report for the coming week. Expect breezy
afternoons with clear skies with a gradual increase in
misty 10am.
The westerly that dumped nearly 20 mm of rain in
Kathmandu valley on Monday night has now moved on,

eastern Nepal will still see some cloud cover while some
high altitude cloud will move swiftly across the central Nepal
skies as well. A weak westerly front will pass through
during the early part of next week but without much
precipitation. A massive high pressure area reigns over
northern India and the Tibetan plateau and this should keep
things quiet for a while.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Mon Toe
EpEgEmERE
2006 i 2105 21:06 22:06 2304

BOOKWORM

The Art of Peace: Nobel Peace Laurcates discuss Human Rights, Conflict and
Reconciliation Jeffrey Hopkins, cd

Snow Lion Publications, Ithaca, New York, 2000

Rs 1,845

| JoséRamos-Horta from East Timor, Betty Williams from Northern Ireland, Rigoberta Menchii
 Tum from Guatemala, Archbishop Desmond Tutu from South Africa, Oscar Arias Sanchez from

Costa Rica, Bobby Muller,co-founder International Campaign to Ban Landmines, Jody Williams

from the S, he Dalai Lama from Tbetand Harn Yavenghve for Aung San Suu Kyi Burma

lexp deal with conflct and human righes violations and effect reconcilia-

discuss their views and prac
tion.

An Open Heart: Practising Compassion in Everyday Life The Dalai Lama, cd Nicholas

Viccland
Hodderand Stoughton, London, 2001

RsST5

“This volume s aimed a giving the readera basic understand ddhism and some of the key
methods by which Bu have cultvated and wisdom in their v,

One doesn’t have to be Buddhist to use these meditation techniques. Meditation can be thought of

asaway by which we diminish the force of old thought habits and develop new ones.

Ultimate Healing: The Power of Compassion Lama Zopa Rinpoche
Wisdom Publications, Boston,
Rs1,365

begins n our heartsand minds. Lama Zopa R ise the roots of llnessand
gives us the toolsto create our uture happiness. He addressesthe central role of karma and the
mental habitof fabelling i causingllness and shows how developing compassion through
mediation can eliminate discase.

Kumari Shobha Vijaya Malla, Philip H Pierce, trans
Royal Nepal Academy, Kathmandu, 2001

Rsl17

First published in 1982 in Nepali, this work sa fictional study of the love between a iving
goddess and an educated youth who fais to be swayed by the belief that she is supposed to bring
an carly death to her husband. Malla displays his trademark abiliy to probe into his characters'
psychology and probes the disjuncrure between tradition and modernity in Kumari worship.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Weepeienc llcsson  physicalleve, but o beheled we must undersand that rue heling

Reflexology! The therapist applies alternating
pressure to the feet. It reduces stress,
promotes relaxation and good health. Email
buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 410735.

2 K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,

« “highest", “first” or any other superlative. Just a

« relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the

+ coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the moon.
« By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at .

Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurantand ~ « HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced or
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas. * repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay 3 HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and parts
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays, « available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired. New
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on ; and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale. Himalayan
full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262. « Mountain Bikes—Tours and Expeditions. 437437.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

EBEE on FM 102.4

0615-0645 BBC World Today
0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
0615-0645 BBC Agenda
2045-2115 BBC uteft &=
2245-2300 BBC Aurelt @am

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org
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tersatKhumltay Lilpur. project.“Therewerelorsof specifc
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ICIMOD official. “And we want the
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Achiplan’s Biresh Shah, one of the
three finalists. “Thearchitectureshould
reflect ICIMOD s development

| Year of the
Mountain.” But ICIMOD didn’tjust

d the needs of an institu-
tional building. Itwas certainly

wantany old place to calis own. challenging.”
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flicient and carthquake-and firesafe, i Shal d place, “What's
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HAPPENINGS

NEPAL PEACE RIDE. ZUOZ Rom/ Enﬁdd ‘motorbike emhums:: on their
Ka

way to Pokh

Feburary.

BALLOON AT SUNRISE: A hotair balloon taking advantage of  glorious
Himalayan morning over Kachmandu Valley for a sight-sccing flight on
12 Feburary.
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Theentriesvere
judged by an internationsl
juryincluding Uream Shrestha,
presidentof he Socicry of
Nepalese Architects, Dr Nels
Gurschow, profesorof architecure,
Germany, RK Sahu, profesorof
architecture, India, and Don Treese,
professorofarchitecture, USA. The
jury then passed on their appraisals
1o ICIMOD's Board of Governorsat
their mecting st December, Crees,
Shahand Weiscall madeicto the
final ound,after which they had
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

The taxman cometh

conscientious Nepal

palax payers, s decply
atisfying for many ofustosee that the government
isputting our hard-cared taxes o good use by
coming up with creative new ideas for new taxes In his
vy, some ofuswhosil have some diosaiencome vill
notjustb perfor
assets, bucwill gecoffour .
el disisnotthe e 0 hemand v, orfor fsand
burs s he timeforcvery Nepaliof

:uh{uncuhr]evd hsn\'een po 1ndthepa)’=e hm

results by certin undsvgmund pamcs\vhlch shall remain
namelessllthe state of national emergency i ifted.

2. Graft Tax. The Ministry of Financeshould
immedarely sctupa Deparument of Kickbacks where the
10perat VAT, 2o Senice O mgc.\nd 4 paen:

¢ Surcharge wil

himselfand b isthe

1n1‘~ ibe received within the kingds

government doing enought I i leavingany stones un-
overturned toenlarge the tax bracket an
widen the wx nct? My personal feling
(and thisis nircly my opinion and
docs notin any way relect the opinions,
ifany, of my present employers, r of the
various organisms that | have worked for
in the past,and may work forin the
future) i hariis nor. The governmentis
notdoing nough. Irs bing complacent.
Iris hesitating to go boldly forth where no
govermmenthas gone beforc o come up with
new things o tax. At hisrace will it cver
meetthe Tenth Pl targess for profligacy,
wasteand revenueleakage?

Incheinterestof mansparency, itis my
civic dutyarthe present juncrure to bring to
theattention of my csteemed readersthatthere
may beaslight conflctofnterest in going any furcher with
chis column since the Ministy of Finance, Pve (Ltd) has
jus hired chis scribe (hitherto known as “yours ruly” and
herinafir e 0as‘me’) asaconsulant o dvie he

/. Butin the

3.Capital Flight Levy. All monics
apprehended atthe capitalsairport
awaiting boarding will beslapped a 50
percent ariffbefore departure. Out-
bound lghts il beaffccted, but what
the heck,they aready are.

4. Adulteration Tax. Al fuel
adulterers throughout the kingdom
will have to mandarorilyadd 5 percent
more kerosene o the diesc they el at
gasstatonsover beyond the prescne
50 percentadulteraton they carry
out,and hand over the ke o the
Nepal Oil Corruption. Revenie

thus generated will be used asa
Hedge Fund to bail out pecrol
sations in case adulterarion s
banned in furure,
5. Sunshine Tax.Ihas comerothe nticeof e Tox
Deparamentthat
tettaceforfee. A solar tax has thercfore been slapped ata

na. sateofRe 100 perhead perhourof sunshin. A Lunar
ilalsol

mational nersicis mydaty o prviely ek o you the
slient pointsof my:

moongher.
H b

ideaswill put he

the MoF:

acomforable osion ot any i by mobiling

1. Torture. The of using
hi d d

interns
support.
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Nepalki chhori Helen

when you speak to Helen

Eikeland, you could easily
imagine you are talking to
someone born in Gorkha. And
you'd be right.

The 34-year-old Norwegian
was born in Ampipal, where
her father was a teacher at the
famous Luitel School run by the
United Mission Nepal. She was
born at home, Nepali-style, and
was named after a Canadian
doctor at the Ampipal Hospital
who helped in the delivery.
Helen grew up in Gorkha and
Kathmandu till she was eleven,
and her mother encouraged
her to go out and play guccha
and luka mari with her Nepali
friends on Ampipial Bhanjyang,
fly changa in Sanepa, munch
makai and titaura with the
didis who also picked jumra
from her hair (jumra change
their colour chameleon-like, so
Nepalijumra turned blonde in
Helen's hair).

Itwas this total immersion in
Nepal that gave Helen her fluent,
unaccented Nepali. We have
heard a lot of foreigners speak
Nepali: British Gurkha officers,
Peace Corps volunteers, and
Jesuit Priests, but there aren't
‘many with Helen's colloquial
smoothness. “Malai Nepali
maya garaune mero buwa

Ifyou close your eyes

KUNDA DIXIT

nai ho," Helen says about how
her father passed on his love and
respect for the Nepali people to
her. “He taught us to appreciate
what was good in the Nepali way
of life, and be a part of the
language and the culture.”

After going back to Norway at
age 11, Helen managed to infect

her friends in school with her
love for Nepal. They memorised
Nepali songs that she sang,
and one of Helen's Norwegian
friends who has never been to
Nepal can sing Narayan Gopal
songs by heart to this day.
Helen returned to Nepal in
1994 with her husband Harald,
joining the UMN, and both now
teach at Mahendra Bhawan
School. “I wasn't going to
marry anyone who wasn't
prepared to return to Nepal
with me,” she says. And
Harald has learnt Nepali as
well. “Being married to
someone so dedicated to
Nepal, you have to,” he quips.
Helen sometimes meets
Nepalis she grew up with in
the most unusual places: like a
childhood friend from Sanepa
she ran into after 25 years--at
Vienna airport. Both recog-
nised each other immediately.
Returning to Nepal has given
Helen a chance to fuffil her
lifelong dream of helping her
other motherland. “Nepal is going
through a difficult period,” she
says in flawless Nepali, “but |
know first hand about how
strong and resilient Nepalis are.
‘We will pull through this."
We like the “we".
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