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Can't say goodhye

The fur is flying once more on
the divestment row over Nepal
Indosuez.

The French company Crédit
Agricole Indosuez, which owns
half the shares, wants to sell off
to a consortium of 24 Nepali
companies. Nepal Rastra Bank
has to officially sanction it, but is
keeping mum. The French are
getting impatient, and warned
this week that if they don't hear
from the central bank by 31 July,
when their management con-
tract ends, they'll just pack up
and leave.

Crédit Agricole has given the
NRB two options: sell to the
Nepali consortium, or permit
transfer of shares to a non-
banking offshore subsidiary. “All
we want is a decision,” Marc
Dumetz of Indosuez told us. “We
are not interested in looking for
other buyers.”

The Nepal Rastra Bank says
it can't decide because the
divestment is in the courts. The
Chaudhary Group has sued
Credit Agricole for not honouring
an earlier MoU, and charges the
bank with attempting to prejudge
the dispute and exert diplomatic
pressure. Indosuez maintains
the contract has long expired.”

Last month, the Supreme
Court refused to issue an
interim order to block the sale of
shares and ordered the Lalitpur
Appellate Court to deal with the
litigation as @ priority.

conerorlater politcal turmoil had o
impactindustria production, and cnow
finallyhas.

‘Weare makinglessof cverythingfrom
needls tonoodle. Offcial neglectand
indifferenceisforcing factoricsto dose down
and layoffworkers. The five-day Maoiststrike
nextmonth maybe the final blow for many.

“There has been no mass-losureyet, bu
industralists sy many ictoresn tarsi towns
areworkingonly threcor four daysaweekand
cuttingbackon production. Overall manufic-
twringhas declined by between 30-50 percent,
dependingon thecommodity. Beerand
alcohol,alreay hichard by the Maoiss dry
drivelastyear,aresiltagnant. Een the
production of nstant noodlsand toothpsteis
down. Growthin the astsix monthsis
estimated obeabout 10 percent negative,

“Thereisa net decline inalmost every

potato
This spud’s for you.

Factories are closing,
workers are being
laid off.

scctor,” says Yubaraj Khativoda, an : -

economistat the Research Division atNepal 8 Garment exports aredown by a third Lastye: i buted R problemi in markets feedin,

Rastra Bank who keeps track of economic @ Carpets are at a quarter of normal levels  38.7 billion to Nepal’s GDP, when the the hinterland, where restrictions on

performance, “Even ifwe had peace today,ic 8 Pashinina has fallen by 80.% ywas eltively buoyantand exports movement d demand

would take another six months for the @ Food and beverages are down 30-50 % - yyere bullish. Today, even though the trad ppli dictable b f

quickestumaround.” Uior sees e MM BSOS i ndiahus ity checks long the major ighways. In
Butthis hinges on theassumption that xtles are Tlat and could sip further likely therewill di curity forces, in an attempt

i demand resulting  beginning o realise producing  exports. Thisis because thefive prod o cur off Maoist food supplics, have even

from,say, li I Il Productionacarice millin  oxide, copper wire,steel ipesacrylicyamand  blocked transportof food products.

in the US market. It hl lashed by 75 percent because  vanaspatighiv) chat now face quantiative “Sccuriy i betcer than being killed by
n d ichast Imost impossible to send fons for duty-free access used to Maoists but the measures taken by govern-
‘Withnosilverlining, businessisin d dgra indistrics—  account foralmost 40 percentof exportsto  ment are killing industry,” says an alcohol

gloom. Most Nepali industrialiss we talked to
aresofed up theydon'twant todiscuss the
slumpanymore. Thosethatdo, rpeatan

the major markets. The siuation isalso
frustrating for many in government. One
cconomist told us he dreads ooking a the

commodity they manufacture. “Our market
territoriesare geting ot of reach, payments
arebecominga big problem, banking
channelsare disrupred, and people don' fecl
safeto hold cash or stocks,” says industrial-
istBinod Chaudhary.

hatarrive on his desk every

India. “We don't knowswho to blame
anymore,”a producerand exporter of
coileriestold us. “Even now, no oneis
seriously consideringa holding-on suategy

cither at the shop-floor or in policy circles.”
Resonin Iomeiod

month. The numbersareall rumbling,
b h g

producer. Shops shut down carly and
alcohol dispensation has come to almosta
complete halt, “Suddenly our industry has
become unviable.”
Economist Shankar Sharma hasa bird's

Factoristhatarler though protcting
fuctonbyreschedlngshfswouldhap

them ideover heemergencyare now

d.resuling  cyeview of the cconomy from his perc
tisyear o Helowsicmdonmthans  bove thenrime minsrors sonet i Sincha
cconomist told us. “It wite  thesccurit hashitheendrechain  Darbar. Hesays th I siruation ;
offeven thellle cmpl that fro disi il Ircady showing signs of i d
being generated until las year.” Industry Purchasing power has fallen, buyersarc domestic problemsare resolved
employsabout 300,000 peopleandonce  spending cautiously, drecailers  insixmonths, we can look d105-6
layoffsaccelerate, contrace i don'thave moncy to hold stocks, which ~percent economic growth. “Bur,” headds,

the first to be hit.

translates into sump in factory sale. The

“these predictions depend on peace.” &

“We have as much authority as a court of law”

Q g Bhairah F amsal, chail f ici: issi provisions relating to that. We can accept evidence, Edltol_
Indian domands on export quotas e value adcition? probe the ill-gotten wealth of public officials, speaks about his newjob. question witnesses. This commission has as much authority ria p2
oo .o .o .o eee oo asacourtoflaw. 41-2=39

What are your commissionis terms of reference, will you just investigate or
will you also prosecute wrong-doers?

Our main task s to establish facts. We will find out the facts and submit the report to
the government with recommendations. The concerned individual would be responsi-
ble for explaining how the property was amassed. For those who cannot present
evidence commensurate to their property, we will mention in the report how the
property may have been earned.

You also headed the commission to investigate the
Dasarath Stadium accident. What difference do you
find between that probe and your pveseHb?

That was a specific investigation of a
specific tragic event. The scope of this
task is much greater. | had presented my
findings objectively then and was also
happy that the government actually

implemented many of my recommenda- .-'
tions. The security system of the
stadium today is based on the recom- f

mendations we made, including
measures on improving the safety
features on the exit gates.

But from the royal announcement we gather that your mandate is only to
investigate, not make recommendationsO

I have not received all the papers. Some technical issues on what is to be investi-
gated and what type of report is to be submitted remain to be finalised, so | cannot
discuss all the details. But legally, the commission is empowered to investigate and
make The law under which we have been appointed has many

“Toalvotes: 534

N

SIDDHARTH INCENSES
P.0.Box : 5754, Kathmandu, NEPAL.
Tel: 977-1-419568, Fax: 977-1-419597. Email : siddharthincenses@hotmail

- unique artistic traditions of the Himalaya.



2 EDITORIAL

15- 21 MARCH 2002 NEPALI TIMES

NATION

15- 21 MARCH 2002 NEPALI TIMES 3

Nepa Tmes s pbished o Hinamed L,
ChefEdt Kunda Dt Ed Anagha Nessatan
Oesn: Kian Vaharon

edosgnepakines.cam, e

Adersing Surana Sah mqummmumn
St e Sbponghmanec
Sds:Sudan st slosghmamediacam
Sy Kosh Bling Bk o, 5
‘GPOBoTZS, Kathmandu Neps
T LSRR, Far 01521013

e a ot ress 0152133

41-2=39

rime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has hatched a cunning plan.
Psince everyone was giving him a hard time about his jumbo cabinet,

he’s got two ministers embroiled in corruption scandals to resign.
Great way to kill two birds with one stone: downsize cabinet and come out
smelling like roses.

The Minister of Forest and Soil Conservation Gopal Man Shrestha and
his deputy minister, Surendra Hamal, both resigned last week over a
complicated scam involving timber and forests. So what else is new, you
might say, we know it's a jungle out there.

The ruling party and the main opposition have both made corruption
control their main platform. The trouble was that the proposed Anti-
Corruption Bill had teeth and could come back to bite them. So, after
letting it languish in parliament for over a year, both parties have qmelly let

S

E OF THE STATE

In a soft state

What is the obstacle: structural statis, operational dysfunction,
or operational disorientation? All of the above.

has been just twelve years,a flecting
momentin he ime-scalofthe istory

cabinet colleagues abjectly fuled to et
ssndardsofexemplary behaviour i he

by CK LAL

states atstake, the immediate task s to
saveitfiom dmmcgr.\ung Inany case, the
by Comrade Madhav

of anation. Butourd y horiain 1990.
turned o the noselgafora magined Tewasin suchapoiicl dimate—fear

past. Either our exp ofafec-o byanequal
ticorourd ispremature. We  farof of powerin the
arcbeing too impatienti gthe  hands ofany fil h

Nepal & Co emita reactionary ring—the
conceptofan all-party governmentis not
consonant with the principlesof the

gains of the Peoples' Movementof 1990 s0
soon. The trec of democracy can’t bearfruit
unlessicis given time to strike roots n the
hosulc soilofentenched uthoraraism

the bill lapse. As a fig leaf, we now have a high-level judicial
to investigate the ill-gotten wealth of public officials.

For as long as anybody can remember, Nepal's forests have been the
source of boundless riches for plunder-minded politicians. There was a
patriotic Panchayat-era slogan that went: Hariyo Ban Nepalko Dhan
(“Green forests are Nepal's wealth”). Unfortunately, many politicians took
that to mean “Nepal's forests are our greenbacks”. Whenever someone
needed to be bought off, political patronage was needed, a referen-
dum bankrolled, or local warlords swayed, public officials went
for our forests. The sal jungles of the char kose jhari didn't
stand a chance, and after decades of onslaught they are
nearly gone.

One of the last tracts of forest in Chitwan which is not a
part of the national park, but is a vital jungle corridor to the
Mahabharat Hills has been decimated in the past three
months because a corrupt District Forest Officer (DFO) has
looked the other way. In the past six months in Kanchanpur
alone, local political activists estimate that Rs 220 million of
timber has been poached and smuggled into India.

The resignation of timber dealers Messrs Shrestha, Hamal &
Co, therefore, is just the tip of the iceberg. Despite their sanctimoni-
ous statements professing innocence, there is no doubt that both were
up to their ears in it. Both pots are black, it's just a question of which one
is blacker.

Let us try to summarise it for you. The deputy minister had got official
sanction to approve the lucrative transfers of DFOs. It is common
knowledge that DFOs don't get transferred to juicy tarai districts that
still have some forests left (like Morang, Banke or Kanchanpur)
without having to deposit a sack of cash at the minister's doorstep.
This had been going on for a while, and everyone got his cut and
everyone was happy. But the junior minister slyly re-transferred
cronies that the senior minister had himself just transferred a
few months previously.

Are you following us so far? Now, here is where the plot
thickens. When it looked like Shrestha would expose his
erstwile protégé, Hamal, he (Hamal) decided to pour
turpentine on troubled waters. He went public with an
alleged bribe of Rs 200,000 paid on behalf of a Nepalgunj
turpentine tycoon who was expanding his resin empire in the
pine forests of the wild west by the Banke MP, Mangal Tharu,
who owed him a favour for financing his (Banke MP's) campaign two
years ago.

MP Tharu claims he even took down the serial numbers of the
bank notes handed over to Minister Shrestha. Why he would do
that we don’t know, since this would implicate him as well.
But it is clear that the senior minister was using his
portfolio to carry on a roaring business. The junior
minister, who has just built himself a sky-scraper in
Libang within full view of the Maoists across the
valley, was feeling constricted by a boss who
was dipping into his own effort to put
together a nest egg. Besides, the junior
minister has the patronage of the all-
powerful Home Minister, Khum Bahadur
Khadka, the political alpha-male of the

©
el day itwas replanted in the
couneysnnicy bases. Ve

the Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal
1990 was drafted. Apar from beinga

“Their other proposal for constitutional
amendmentscem even weirder. Cutting

‘“‘Victory is just a
time...”

question

Former Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Nepal Army Gen Satchit S Rana answers
some frequently asked questions about the current counter-insurgency campaign

®  Why is it so difficult to bring
the Maoists back to talk?

Thisisadifficultand ionall,

documentof the king,
the Left Frontand the Nepali Congs, the
constitution is alsoa tothe

down the number of

stituencies can’t possibly improve peoples
Py P

cautiousness ofa geneation too iightened
o fewite the basic equation of power. By
i leationof

national policics. Putting a capon the
number of ministerss besteft o the

whide
thestinkofa ferdliser deal behinda cloud
of expensive cologne or the commerce:

w»creignryahiﬁed from thecrown to the
people, but theonusofnforcingic

minister drippi

deals, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai’s

iththe ing,

mmon sense of th Once

challenging time or the Royal Nepal
Army. Weare now forced to killellow
Nepalis,and this could soon take the
form of a civil war.
We had anticipated this,and had for
been asking poliical

inawhile,wedoend upt

insecureiindividualsat Baluwatar, but that

should notpromptus o frther reducethe
yof

enwith fensuring
sabiliy,itis notacall surprising that the

resent constitution has not succeeded in
facilating fundamental changes in Nepali
society. Whether the ssue of citzenship or
the question of narional lnguages the

autho
Discussingstructural defects in the
constitution i not taboo just because there
isastate of emergency in the country. In
factthe debare can take plac even more
cameslysinc het s no immedinte nced

constitution y failed o resolve
long-standing disputes that could have

helped form a new solidarity in the country.
Tnstead,the polity s beset with astructural

di The same,
however, can't e said about the severe
operational dysfunction of almostall the
political partis.

partics o build a consensus, declare the
Maosts terrorists, imposea sate of
emergency. Bu there were delays, The
guerrilas are now more entrenched, and

® Why can't the army repeat its
rout of the Khampas?
Tewas casicr for us to chase the Khampas
because they lived in camps, and we used
to encircle them at night. Even so, after
the Achham anad(b, we blocked their

d them and were

disperse. The ecent government decision

oAndk:g'sa‘«x?

w© h d policeand
the police s one force s good oncasit
doublesour numbers. There now has o
beone planforthethrceforces: thearmy

definitcly
apacity,wealsoneedaieupport for lock and
pursitoperatons. I for campleveneed to

chiscup 02,000 lcing el wenced obe

aking on the mastisky

g the rest. There also has to

ableto getat least 70 rebels. Guerrillas
don’t L 1p, but

be ullupport ofall poliial partis
Once thatt h nodoubt

break nto smaller bands the moment
here s opposition and they just melc
away. This is why we necd to cur their
supply lines if we want to solve the

aboutavicrory, s only a question of
dime.

®  How important is the open

quicker,Present
beadequate andve may aboneed sirasaule-
apabily. Thiswould helpenhancethe
mobilityof the troops, and allowair support
whetenceded.

®  What are the lessons from other
insurgencies?

governmentalso mustunderstand what

fuels the insurgency—it may be poverty,

exploitation and corruprion.
Bucitisalmostmpossble o do

resolving uch a problem s norcasyand ~ problem soon. border with India? I herinsurgen- d the rebel-
can take time. Unlikea regulararmy, Thewarwilllsob difiac  Thereisanorheraspectofthiswar: e s, mmommpmmmmkmmg controlled arcas, and havinga sccurity

istsdonot fight from asinglefixed ~ ifthey blicsympathyand ~ don'thavea firoops for presence there because the rebels will come
position. Ifthey continue to keep their loclsuppor.Themmilyacion must border control. We everreally dvel- counterproducive, Theobjectiveshould never —back the moment troop plour. Wermust
supply lines open, the war could seretch. P op P lge  berokill I b rtdouble

®  What went wrong in
Mangalsen?
Th

I e

satis—norhingeems o changein the Political particsare the building blocks
« frequentchanges  ofa pari y democracy.
in the names of occupantsof ministerial | Sinceany edifice is only as strong as s
quarters at Harihar Bhavan. weakes component, all policical paricsin

Had the Communist Party of Nepal
(UML) championed the cause of
constitutional amendmentsin
normal times, people
‘marginalised by the present
scr-up would have cagerly
rallid behind chem. Buc
sadly, hesearen’t
normal imes, The
countryisin the
grip ofavicious
insurgency.
When the very
survival of the

mdusm etcasinother

locals support the. Maoun then itwould be

countries. This has increased the

acMangalsen. In any bartle th

tactical situations, and the reaction of the
local commander is crucial. The army and

justth

.}.c main opposidon—need to be strength-
ened. Parties centred on a towering

lice had dif ,some dist
apart. Therewasa dominating ilock
above the mlhnr} positon wherethe
for the

®  Does the amy have enough
troops?
If. d groupis revoli the

g plesiy ofhe problem. Securiy s
thedebacle mfmabounhm ok the majriyofthe hi ild
forces. Most of Ims[ob{nurmmd hkeralsmguhlld
thesupportorh fimining inceligence
of etrbucion. }

handled

In Malaya, th bout 4,000 people

of Chi i in

PR they have been resolved.

the 1950s. The Britsh focussed on severing.
theirsupply ines. The Chinese civilians
el who received sunpli

o How long do we need the

‘We can'tset deadli di flice

from the sea. Arresting civil d

fF rebel supplies. Three

whichif neglected, can lead toasiuation

like the one weare now facing today.
Sometimes forcign forces back

In such situations, the

personality e
family and friends can wreak havoc with any
constitution. As a corollary, those parties
that reward their cadres for contributions
madein the past, rather than offering
incentives to individuals who hold the
promise of performing betcer in the
future, can’t recai their democratic
character for long,

“Then thereis the nstitutional disorien-
tation of  filing state. It caused by
unhealthy competition bevween differenc
actors of the statefor spheres of influence.
Overthe last decade, the palace, the
excecutive, the constitutional bodies, the
legislature, the judiciary, the media,
donors and civil socicty (mainly NGO)
have emerged as compering centres of
power perennially engaged in enlarging
their turf,

“The unintended consequence of these
pullsand counter pulls is that they have
weakened institutions. Itisan irony of
our times that we have a powerful
legislature, an independentjudiciary, a
strong exccutive and even an influential
Fourth Estate, but the resultis a soft
state to0 weak to enforce its will. This is
aclassic paradox of the whole being a lot
less than the sum ofits parcs.

“The spread of the Maoist insurgency

atack Thearmy posiog st have
been weak, and itwas vulnerable because
there wasonlya small platoon defending
it There may also have been some
complaceny.

Whatever the reasons, we now know
the army suffered a defea. This docs not
usually happen unles the enemy has
heavy artilley, air support rc, which
was not the case. So thete may have been
lapses on thearmy side.

govemmentand s illingand looting
people then thete s no choice but to try
and disarm sucha force. That nowis the
army'sresponsibilty, and [ think s
capableof doing that. The question isof
time. How long will it take? We havea
50,000-strong securiy force facingarmed
guerrillaswho number about ,000. Both
are spread thinly over Nepal’s 56,000 5q
milesand difficul terrain. The Maoists
come togecher for their attacks and

foreign source of support needs to be
tackled. What is our situation, are
foreigners involved: Thatis something
for concerned authorities to find ou.

® How is our inf
‘Wedosuffer from poorinteligence. Just
lookat the Maoist attacks in Kapurkot,
Ratmate, Sallri, Dang and Accham. In
all theattacks, many Maoists had
gathered butwe had no prior warning,

regulararmy divisionsof 20,000 cach including
Gkl werc ngsgedntheopeaion. I

lke thi. You cannot win a war by pressur-
ing the army and asking “what have you
doncinsis month”

e thelivesof

ol he supply lincs were cur
offtodefcattherebels. In i Lankaand Peru,
the conflcts were putdown afierinteligence
breakthroughsled to thearrestof rebel laders.

® What should happen now?

‘The best thing to happen now would be for
the Maoiststo lay down their weapons and
cometo talks. Winningthe “hearts and
minds” of the people s of vital important.
Onesideis getinglocal support by using
force,the government neds to frst tackle
that forceand protect the people. The

ordinary citizens durcu It chen iccould be
lifted, but aking care that securiry forces
are given theauthority to continu their
campaign. This campaign cannotbe
stopped in the middle with the job half-
done, That would affect the morale of the
army. We nced o find a solucion, and for
thatwe first need political stabilicy,

(Gen Satchit § Rana, 70, retired in 1991
as Chicf of Amy Staff of the Royal Nepal
Amy)

CASHLESS COW

| was really disappointed to
read your front-page article
“Cashless cow" (#83) on

always flown Royal Nepal
whenever | visit my family in
Nepal. Whatever happens to
the airline, | hope the policy
of discriminatory tariffs for
Nepalis and non-Nepalis is
abolished. No other airline

NO GAIN

| fully agree with Pitamber
Sharma (“No pain, no gain”,
#81) As long as foreign aid is
an industry for consultants,
politicians, bureaucracy and
bribes, Nepalis will keep
losing self-confidence. Around

has such a policy. Being a
Nepali with a British passport,
we have to pay substantially
more than our fellow passen-
Royal Nepal Airlines. I've gers.

Uma Ray

should just retire and let
others get on with the fight
against terrorism. Let a
younger generation of leaders
UK | define what they want the
country to look like for them-
selves. He says he has to
speak out because “democ-
racy is at stake”. Yes, democ-
racy is at stake, but mainly
because he isn't helping with
his endless infighting. It is
time all Nepalis inside and
outside, regardless of our

ment Act's mandate. Quota
systems in the name of any
equity are rather defective
unless they are planned
systematically. Okay one can
say that introducing the
reservation system for women
is a positive step towards
gender equity. It could have
been more effective if it was
tied up with the educational
programs for women repre-
sentatives. Government could
have provided training pack-

#83). In fact writers of repute,
purveyors to society like VS
Naipaul, are “peoples’ men”.

They indeed can divide

his work. Naipaul, a self
proclaimed unrepentant

society. Since the public at
large gets touched, influenced
and agitated by a writer's
voice, he has a moral duty to
keep his personal bias out of

“snob” who calls all the post-
colonial world “half-made
societies” the people of the
his native Trinidad “drum
beating brutes™ and solves

value from fiction.
Sagar Rijal
Mankato, Minnesota’

Thumbs-up to Daniel Lak for
saying “| don't care about a
writer's personality or past life
or penchant for snail salad or
odd sexual practices. It
doesn't matter. | read his or
her books. | do not assess
their life and times and pass
moral judgement. Nor do |
give a damn what a particular
writer thinks about an issue of

prompred well-meaning donors o offer Lets not stop at witers...
the mantra of Good Governance as  fal-

safe trearment ofall ailments afflceing
the nacion. Sadly, itis another instance
of the medicine being even more danger-
ous than the discase. The Good Govern-
ance template has been designed to check
the authoritative tendencies of ll-
powerful governments in former Sovict
Block countries. It s ill suited to nation-
states in the making where st building
and democracy building have to

progress together.

The moral of the story: change has to
begin from the bottom. Thatis what
democracy i all about. The challenge for
the moment s to establish authority,
synthesise institutions, and strengthen
political parcis. Constitutional amend-
ments can wait.

ages for newly appointed
women representatives. | do
not think this needs a million
dollars complex strategic plan
with international experts.
Maybe the Mahila Tamangs
have failed us because they
never got a chance even to
prepare for their tests.
Poonam Rai
Bhatbhateni

the problems of Islamic
world by labelling all the
Muslims’ “rage at their own
incompetence, a delayed
recognition of backward-
ness” is a genius both at
letters and pompousness. |
venture that along with Sir
Vidia's art, a dose of pompos-
ity might have influenced the
so-called firestorm in India.
For the rest of the reading
public the extent of relation-
ship with the authors extend
further than finishing a book.
“The only thing worse than
having to read Jeffrey Archer
or Jackie Collins” is to be so
stupid as to get nothing of

the world, foreign aid is a big
business, and poverty per-
sists. A lot of money leaks
away from Europe to
Kathmandu, a lot more leaks
on the way from the capital to
rural Nepal. There should be
no difference between the
giver and the taker, aid should
not create dependency and
destroy self-esteem.

Leopold Hglinger

Nussdorf, Austria

political affiliations, support the
government of Nepal in its fight
against terrorism, and bring
peace in Nepal once again.
Bhaskar Tripathy
by email

present government.

It is whispered that Shrestha and Hamal
refused to obey Deuba and resigned only after
Khum Bahadur gave the nod. These shenani-
gans show that even at a time of national crisis,
the preoccupation of just about everyone in this
government is to stash cash in their political
war-chests. And the stench is getting overpow-
ering. There is a labour minister who owns a
manpower export company, another is busy
doling out slots in the electro-magnetic
spectrum, there are fat contracts coming up in
Melamchi, juicy real-estate tied up with
impending privatisation.

The obscenity is that all this is happen-
ing during a month when 300 Nepalis died
fighting each other. And still we wonder why
there is no development, and what drives the
Maoists to revolution?

Vinita Lamsal
California

GRAFT TAX
All of us Nepalis here in
Sydney fully endorse Kunda
Dixit's prescription of a graft
tax in Under My Hat (‘The
taxman cometh”, #81).
Excellent thinking and plan-
ning. You should send a
signed copy of the column to
the head of the government
too, just in case they don't (or
can't?) read the papers.
Ashish Man Singh
Sydney

MAHILA TAMANG

Kishore Pahadi's portrayal of
our representatives in
Manjushree Thapa's
Nepaliterature (“Seeking
representation”, #83) is spot
on. However | feel the Mahila | LAK

Tamangs can do much better | Daniel Lak’s opinion that

if they are given proper educa- | writers are just writers and
tion and opportunity. They are | one should leave them alone
mostly nominated rather than | runs sharply in contrast to his
elected merely to serve the opinion “that reading can
purpose of the Local Govern- | divide society” (‘A row too far",

GIRIJABABU

Girija Prasad Koirala is
showing signs of senility in
Pushkar Bhusal's “Kindergar-
ten consultations” (#81). He
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nandu to warn

bortion in Nepal is cquated
Awnhmfannc‘dc and

punishable by law—even if
the pregnancy is  threat to the
woman'’s lfe or s the result of
rape. The result:six women die
cvery day from unsafe abortions.
“Those who are caught can be
punished with life sentences.

If the political parties keep
their promises, Nepali women
will be granted conditional
abortion rights i the running 21
parliamentary session, Last
October the Lower House took
an historic step by voting to
partially legalisc abortion, but the
Upper House said the Bill needed
amendments, dismissinga historic
chance for steps that could finally
sce the end of a leading killer of
women here. The proposal, which
is part ofa larger Bill on women’s
rights, was presented in the
House as a finance bll in the last
session, which means that this
time around it docs not need to
o through the Upper House if

nd men about th

the Lower House gives the go
ahead. Ifthis happens, aborcion
will be made legal ifa woman
requests it in the first 12 weeks of
pregnancy, or within 18 wecks in
cascs of rape or incest, and when
awoman’s life or health is in
danger or the foctusis impaired.

However, even if the Bill is
passed, women’s access to safe
abortion services will stil be
threatened. Non governmental
agencies which play a vital role in
helping safeguard and improve the
health of Nepali women, may find
cheir hands are tied. Two years
ago, US President George W/
Bush reinstated the 1984 Mexico
City Policy (also called the
Global Gag Rule) that prevents
non-governmental organisations
chacare funded by the US
government from campaigning for
abortion reform a ycar after
receiving funds, or providing
abortion-related services, includ-
ing counselling and referrals, even
if the NGOs use other funds for
that work.

i

nsafe abortions,

Bue several Nepali organisa-
tions have publicly deficd Bush.
Oneof these s the Family
Planning Association of Nepal
(FPAN), the largest family
planning NGO in the country,
which has received US govern-
ment funds for nearly 27 years.
“My own government wants
FPAN to help decriminalisc
abortion and make it safer,”
EPAN director general Dr Nirmal
K Bista complained to the US
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee last July. “Bur the US
governmentsays No'.” Urging
the committec to overturn the
ruling, Bista explained that if
FPAN accepred its terms, “I
would be prevented from
speaking in my own country...
abouta healthcare crisis | know
first-hand.”

Nepal has the fourch highest
maternal death rate in the worlds
539 women in 100,000 of
reproducive age dic from
pregnancy-related complications
cach year as compared to seven in

pro-choice becomes

Even if abortion is conditionally legalised soon,

the US Gag Rule will continue to make it hard for

Nepali women to seek abortion-related
information and medical care.

the United States. UN agencics
estimate that 50 per cent of
these women dic from unsafe
abortions. A recent hospital
study in Kahmandu found that
20-60 per cent of all women
admiteed to obstetric and
eynaccological wards suffered
from critical post-abortion
complications requiring blood
transfusions and lengehy
hospitalstays—a crippling drain
on the country's limited health
resources and a financial burden
on women and cheir familics

“Decriminalising and
legalising abortion will defi-
nitely help reduce Nepal’s high
maternal mortlity andmorbid-
ity rates,” explains Bista.
EPAN's principled decision has
cost it approximately $250,000
in US funds and forced a
cutback in services such as free
contraceptive provision atits
three clnics.

“This is why, cven if the Bill
is passed, Bush’s dictate will
continue to hinderits imple-
mentation. “The Global Gag
Rule will [continue to] havea
chilling effect as icwill discour-
age NGOs recciving US funds
from assisting the Ministry of
Health in Safe Motherhood
activities, such as public
cducation and advocacy on the
proposed abortion law,” says
Anand Tamang, dirccror of the
Centre for Rescarch on Environ-
ment Health and Population
Activities (CREHPA).

“The centre, which also

rejected srings-attached US
funding, is part of a network of
NGOs formed ar the request of
the Ministry of Health to advise
the government on measures o
savewomen from needless death
and disability duc to unsafe
abortion. Surveys by CREHPA
and others show that the
majority of people from all
sections of society and 74 per
cent of lawmakers are in favour
of legalising abortion. “Once it
becomes law,” says Dr Laxmi
Raj Pathak, director of the
government's Family Health
Division, “the government's
duty...includes making post
abortion care accessible to as
many women as possible.”
Already, providing emergency
health care, particularly in
remote mountainous regions,
remains a problem, “Liberalising
the abortion law is only the first
step,” warns rights campaigner
DrAruna Uprety, noting that
just 15 per cent of the popula-
tion has access to hospitals.

For many women's ights
activists, while the issue is at
core about women'’s health, it
also hasserious social implica-
tions. Dr Durga Pokharel,
chairperson of the newly formed
National Women's Commission
Dr. Durga Pokharel suppors
conditional legalisacion of
abortion. In her personal view,
legalising abortion helps save:
lives, and also the social
position of thousands of women
across the country. In the case

al K Bista

of pregnancy resulting from rape
orincest, parcicularly among
single young women, she says,
“The present law further
victimises unprotected women,
and at the same time our
lopsided definition of charac-
ter—one for women, another for
men—makes it impossible fora
woman to live i this society if
she abides by the law and
decides to keep her focrus.”
Better-off urban women can
afford to pay Rs 7,000 o Rs
10,000 for an illegal—buc
relatively safe—abortion in the
carly stages of pregnancy ata
private Kathmandu clnic.
Bimala, a domestic help, had her
pregnancy from her cmployer's
son terminated in the seventh
month at a private maternity
hospital in the capital. Her
employer paid Rs 30,000.
Women like Bimala are lucky.
Youngand poor rural women are
forced into the hands of quacks
whose dangerous treatments—
inserting sticks, shards of glass
o cow dung inco the vagina—

HERE AND THE

Fanning the Unforgettable

d: reek uurhc

heworld tooka leap back
‘news that the United State i
t}m1dcm|ﬁcﬁcunLnunmcs(h.\(m]ghuxpcamhc “nuked”if

the situation demanded it.

“The list even includes friends and trading partners Russia and
China,as wellas George Bush’s “avis of vil’—Iran, Iraq and Norch
Korea. Syria and Libya round offthe licany of potential future
Hiroshimas. Shall we decm this sheer madness or mere prudenceina
post-11 Septemberage? Perhaps it the work of unreconstructed cold
war dinosaurs, once again in charge a Jurassic Park and all the more:

horrifyingif that indecd is the case.

Consider, fora moment, the implications. The United States is the
wealthiest, mostinfluential and mightiest society that has ever
existed. s culture and economic system dominate much of the
planet. The conventional military technology at the beck and call

...against America’s demon of the month.

Fire...

by DANIEL LAK

F

American domestic politcs. In 1991, South Afrca said it had voluntarily
dismantled its nuclear weapons programme—to date,the only sate to do
s0. American pressure was very much an influence.

words, ifal-Qaeda fighters
refusing to come out of those
caves, the president can ordera
nudlear strike on Tora Bora.
“There are many of us who

weremisled nto thinkingthat
America was now a high pristof
von-proliftion,thatich
Russiaitwas

Now, where’s th

tobe made to Indiaor Pakistan or any other

country that wants to add flashy, new nukes to s arsenal of weapons.
Non-proliferation has gone out the window as an American docrrine, orat
Ieast the moral argument for . Why should the Indians listen to: country

chat’s busy drawing up plans to do what Delhisays it won't do—strike fist

with nuclear weapons,or use them againsta non-nuclar nation.
Whyshouldn'tIndia now disegrd s poicyof ‘o firseusc”

o-choic

Committee on the Mexico City Policy last year.

can perforate organs and cause
haemorrhaging, gangrencand
serilty.

“Those lucky to escape with
cheirlves risk harsh prison
sentences. A 1997 nacionwide
prison survey found nearly 100
women, one in five female
prisoners, incarcerated for
abortion. A study by the US-
based Centre for Reproductive
Law and Policy (CRLP) and
Kathmandu's Forum for Women,
Lawand Development (FWLD)

the grounds that the infanticide
and abortion was done to avoid
“Social stigma’.

Even if a woman miscarries—
acommon occurrence in Nepal
because of women's poor health
and inadequate antenatal care—
she may suffer the same fate.
During her fifth month of
pregnancy, while she was working
in the fields to supporc her four
children, 30-year-old Kumari
wentinto premature labour.

Village eld dher of

found that many such jailed
women had no legal representa-
tion. An FWLD study report,
scheduled to be made public later
¢his month, is damming about the
unbending artiude of the coure
judges ll over Nepal on women
facing charges of infanticide and
abortion. A study covering the
period from 1979-1999 found
that 68 percent of women facing
these charges were convicred,
though in 75 percent of the cases,

the judges used their discretionary

power to reduce punishment on

5

Killing her child and reported her
o the police. She was charged
with infanticide and sentenced to
20 years imprisonment. Kumari
did not undergo a medical
examination. She did not have a
lawyer nor was she informed
about her right to legal represen-
tation. When she pleaded with
the judge that she had not killed
her baby, he said: “Ifyou didn’t,
who did?”

“Most women are poor,
illitetate, and have no idea of the
law,” says Sapana Pradhan Malla,

FWLD coordinator. The new
FWLD shows that 60 percent of
women in jail on charges of
infanticide and abortion never
went to school. One young
woman sentenced under Nepal's
abortion law, 16-year-old Min
Min Lama,is now frce. Sentenced
for 20 years at the age of 13 for
terminating a pregnancy after she
was raped by a rlative, the
tecnager was released in 1999,
thanks to.a national and interna-
tional campaign. She now works
wich F

I our poliical leadersare to
bebelieved, che Billis close to
their heart, and many have made
sweeping promises in public.
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba has put getting the Bil
passed on his cight-point to-do
list. Tara Nath Ranabhat, speaker
of the Lower House, assurcd a
delegation of women’s ights
activists at the starc of the
current session of parliament,
which began on 10 February, that
che Bill will be discussed and
passed “within two weeks”.
Rajendra Kharel, Miniseer for
Women and Social Welfare, as
wellas leader of the main
opposition UML Madhay Kumar
Nepal promiscd the full support
of their respective partics during
last week's International Wom-
en's Day celebrations. “While it
is too soon to declare victory,”
cautions CRLP staff actorney
Melissa Upreri, “It the impend-
ingvorc] isindecd an historic
event, given that gender-based
discriminatory provisions depriv-
ingwomen of even their most
basic rights have existed in formal
Jawin Nepal for almost 150
years.”

(With additional reporting
by Hemlata Rai.)

Nepal's Thaksins

Promises aside, Nepali lawmakers, particularly those in the Ministry of Information and Communication
seem keen to keep a tight rein on media. A year ago Minister Jaya Prakash Prasad Gupta tried to stop
private sector FM radio from pumng out independently reported news items. This week his deputy,
Minister of State for Information and i Narayan Cl that “abducting
journalists should be allowed if the gcvemment finds it necessary.” Chaudhary, while addressing the
Gorkhapatra Sansthan on its anniversary said the government “abducted” the editor of Sanghu Gopal
Budathoki as he had “crossed the limits” of professional decency. Budathoki is under arrest on charges of
undermining the will of the security personnel fighting the Maoist insurgency through write-ups in his
weekly. Chaudhary alleged that Sanghu mixed “news” with “views" and wrote pieces that demoralised
the police and soldiers.

Subash update

Subash Gurung may eventually be cleared of any terrorist connections but it does not look like his case
will be dismissed soon. Gurung, who was arrested while trying to board a flight in the US with knives and
astun gun on 3 November remains in Federal detention with court appearances in Chicago coming up. He
is charged with the post 9/11 offence of attempting to board an aircraft with a dangerous weapon.
Gurung could face up to ten years in prison if convicted. His inability or unwillingness to communicate
adequately with anyone, say reports from Chicago, has become the major issue in the case. Following a
series of appearances in January, the judge ordered a competency evaluation of Gurung and in February,
he was examined by a court-appointed psychiatrist. At the status hearing on 25 February, subsequent to
the examination, he was ruled incompetent to be tried. While the judge could choose to send him for
treatment to render him competent for trial, he has ordered that Gurung be further evaluated and another
status hearing is scheduled for 25 March. His well-wishers can only hope he will receive some effective
treatment and ultimately be sent back Nepal.

Highest race

The Annapuma Manda\a Trall the wor\d s hlghes( stage race \s undenﬂay
Thirty-two runners, including ten top Nepali athletes, took off from Besisahar in
Lamjung on 13 March. The race, which covers 320 km over eight days, will take
the marathoners across rice paddy fields at 800 m and go up to a height of
5,400 m through the Thorong Pass, before they run down to Dhampus, near
Pokhara. “To run around the Annapurnas with only a backpack and local
hospitality to rely on is, in short, the definition of the Annapurna Mandala Trail,”
says organiser and well-known French trail runner Bruno Poirier. Thirty sirdars
and Sherpas from Mandala Trekking are providing the runners technical back-
up. Internationally recognised as one of the most demanding races in the world,
the third edition of the Annapurna Mandala Trail covers an impressive 27,000 m
of combined altitude difference. What's more, competitors have signed a Racer
Solidarity Assistance Chart which means they have to assist any endangered
fellow racer. The slightest lapse means instant elimination. That's the way to go.

Fatal avalanches

Atrek to Annapurna Base Camp may be among me mosl speclaculal bul \l s a\so one of the most
dangerous. A year after a couple of Australian trekkers died in an avalanche last spring, three German
trekkers bound for ABC died in an avalanche on the morning of 3 March. German nationals Bernhard
Peter, Christof Wopperer, and Verena Beutlhauser had stopped to take pictures when they were swept
away when an avalanche and strong winds suddenly hit their group at Bagar, a day’s trek from ABC.
Their guide, Madan Lopchan, still missing, is presumed dead. Says group leader Manfred Hartl, who
survived the tragedy along with another German trekker, “We were covered by snow when an avalanche
suddenly hit us. After about five minutes, Barbara Fehm and | were able to get up. We checked on the
other members. But they were dead.” A few spots in the area, especially near Deurali, are exposed to
avalanches coming off the flanks of Hiunchuli and Annapurna South, which funnel accumulated snow and
huge blocks of ice down to the trail.
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meaningfulcursin weaponsof mass
destruction. This belief was

bolstered when Washington

format on
by should’t Pakis helmed by
5.m.1u|v‘ ldn'c 1 ougun b high-quality paper printed
—goona opyin, rhe while you watch commer-

du'rybembseven explosw:de\*mes (ha[spread radioactive materil froma

conventional blast without the need for a fission explos

cial video content on the
monitor. Price: US$ 2.50,
all major credit cards
accepted.
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Erica’s luveurite,

n

Asforraq, North Korca and other inhabitants of the as ofevi, will
they really stop developing weapons of mass destruction, given the threat Far
o urn them into the world's next argets for nuclear weapons? I think

of the president can project massive, unstoppable force actoss
continens with extreme precision.

reacted with fury o Indian
and Pakistani nuclear tess.
Sanctions, condemna-

id hopes

of trade benefits o sidargese aer on, Only ertorists dae o ake o tionand diplomatic not. Mad regimes lead by the ikes of Saddam Hussein and Kim Jong I
America directly. Never mind tharanyone mad and fanatical enough to pressure had e impactin  thrive on being Washington’s demon of the month. Both have shown that
Kill himselffor a causeis hardly likely to worry about being the target DelhiorIslamabad buta  they careliccle o their own citizens, and much for the fear and hated that
of anatomic bomb. principle was being their abhorrent behaviour inspires in western capitals. Replacing Osama
“The Bush administration s not only resurrecting nuclear destruc- enacted. The fact that Bin Laden on George W Busts hat s isakin o clebriysports (-"' (@ I
tionasa defence option, it wants to refine such weapons for use against hington allowed Isracl in the eyes of such repreh A W C O INTERNATIONAL @ﬁ !
tobuld devlopandesc  Captin Rober Loy lot ofthe US Air Force B-29 that dropped [ ey Pl SR SR

non- nuduummm Adlassified report obtained by the Los Angeles
Tir

Hitoshima,wrot i s ogbook on 6 Augus, 1945,
d)squlcnngb\uhnlsw\lld cwas: oneth tory. “Oh my god,
boutsuchan hat have we done?” Th { upon the world,

and the current American government is now fanning the flames. ¢

three circumstances: o reply toasr
chemicalor biological weapons; to destroya arget impregnable to
conventionalattack,or in surprising miltary circumstances. I other
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SOMEWHERI

IN NEPAL

I f sound and substan

With key

hoexpected the
country' firse legislaive
sesson sitring under astate

of emergency to gonto hibernation
after the racfication roll callare
fighingaolfthcirownslcp. The

olitical b 50

rightand centre thateven a
momentary lossof concentration
could leave youfar behind on
currentaffits. The main opposiion
( PN-UMLs eight-point constitu-

and

cproposi s
animated d !

comadesstilljumping offcheir
seats to cordon offthe rostrum and

firing offincendiary threats, we may

restassured that democracy is alive
and kicking, (How that ward
chairman fom Taplung who
auntered i

by PUSKAR BHUSAI

Constitution

Y

Despite, MPs’ clandestine pacts and public
commitments there are other players who can
influence constitutional change, including the people.

benches could breach such tight
security s probably under investiga-
tion. Buthe and hisillusory lapel
pin provided reaffimation during

parties have 61.9 percent of the
people on their ide (Nepali
Times/nepalnews.com weekly
Internet poll #24). You have to

stll remains n the public domain.)
“The UML could be so definite
about the aricle it wants changed
primarily because ofthe critical
supportit bestowed on a document
draftedbya pandlthatinduded vwo
ofitsseniorleaders.In rising some
d th th

del , however, to fathom
the finer points. Given the
composition of parliament today,
an amendment represents aclear
and present danger, while a
constituent assembly is merely
somethingin the realm of
possibility. The case could be

electrified by cland.

interms
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party hasgiven usa efrsher coursein
civicsatatime when our civilrights
sandsuspended.

Onthe question of amending
the constitution, the UML i firmly
againstoutsiders steppingon the
toes of honourable legislators even
ifthey happened to head or serve
on the panl that drew up the draft.
The newly reunified partyis i such
resounding unanimity on this
matter that the tone of s delibera-
tions has shot up several decibels.
Youmightargue that rawideology
isat play heresinceall the non-
communistrepresentatives that
wercon the drafting panel are
almost uniformly artayed againstan
amendment. But here’s the basic
flawin that contention: none of
themisan MP.

On the face of i, the UML
has good reason to be outraged by
the outpouring in favour of the
status quo. How could the
emergency stand in the way of
amending the basic law when it
hasn't stopped some people from
demanding a constituent assen-
bly? Moreover, the comrades and
fellow travellersin the other

made that t bly plea,
thercfore, enjoys greater frec-
specch protection than the
amendment proposal, although
these are not normal times. As for
the majority of Nepalis in the poll
who believe the constitution
needs “rinkering”, you have to
acknowledge that the term covers
cverything berween deleting the
“let the people proliferate” phrase
from the national anthem toa
surgical overhaul of everything
except the four unchangeable
features.

“That brings us to the crown
of the debate. Do we need the
palace’s approval o altera
document that stands on the
tripartite compromise of April
19902 The constitution was
promulgated when the palace
technically still wilded supreme
powers. Once it became the basic
law of the land, the people gained
the righr o exercise sovercignty
through parliament. And Article

44 of the describes

majority by whipping their MPs
and the people may feel con-
strained to observe the silence
mandated by the emergency. But
we have to take cognisance of
precedent. Theill-fated ctizen-
ship amendmenc bill has shown
how the palace and the Supreme
Courtcan stepin o give the
peoplea voice repressed in the
two chambers.

“The national consensus on
amending the consticution
remains, at best, a notion. The
Nepali Congress i divided along
the lines of camp loyalty, the
Rastriya Prajatantra Party wants
clections based on proportional
representation and Nepal
Sadbhavana Party has alist of its
own geographically concentrated
grievances. Howare we o
reconcile these different versions
of the amendment entreaty?

To be sure, the Bhadra 12,
2052 Supreme Court decision
reinstating parliament went
against the UMLand our
comrades have been waiting
through split and synchesis for
their chance ro spell out the
prime ministers prerogatives in
the constituion. But s impor-
tant (o remember that the court
verdict went in favour of the
Nepali Congress (specifically, the
current prime miniseer), RPP and
Sadbhavana. Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba may have made

parliamentas consisting of His
Majesty and the two chambers.
‘The UMLand the Nepali
Congress may get the two-thirds

1wl g

Prirnary Teacher Training Programene

Henkgaps
-

wall h:l‘ i
-[I

in parliament
before purting the emergency
order toa vote. But let's not
overlook the context. Nepali
Congress president Girija Prasad
Koirala gavea spech so saturated
with the UML’s agenda that it
forced Deuba’s aides to redraft
his address. Give the most
circumspect of politicians a two-
hour parliamentary recess to
rework a major policy specch and
counc how many slips he isapt o

ake.

“The UML has drawn endless
charges of opporunism for
demandingan all-party clection
governmentand a national
government during difficult times.
Butaren't we being  ltele unfair
here? The comrades may be
geninely wortied about the
sanctity of the ballot and con-
vinced of the need for a wider
political base for managing criscs.
Re-reading Madan Bhandaris
statement on his party’s citical
support for the constiution, you
recognise how far Nepali commu-
nists have travelled from the
realm of thetoric to the realism of
politics. The UML could enrich
the debate by describing where it
stands on its 12-year-old reserva-
tions. The party retains the right,
however, to dissociate itself from
astatement Bhandari had made as
the spokesman of what was then
the CPN-ML. 4

=14

Mystery release

Tulsi Ram Agarwal, a Biratnagar businessman, returned home last week after spending 40
days in captivity. Agarwal was abducted when out on his morning walk in his Biratnagar neigh-
bourhood. Government and Agarwal himself have divulged few details on the businessman's
ordeal. Days before his release opposition MPs had charged Home Minister Khum Bahadur
Khadka with protecting the alleged kidnapper, Umesh Giri, a resident of Biratnagar. Agarwal was
held in India and some newspapers have said he was released upon payment of IRs10 million.
Family sources have denied the reports.

Fertiliser policy

The govemment adopted a new pol\cy on 28 February, wh\ch \I says wm he\p make sure Ihere |s
enough fertiliser when the farmers need it most. The new policy requires government to assess
and make public the quantity of all fertiliser stocks in the country six months before the cropping
season. The government began privatising fertiliser imports and distribution in late 1997, but in
the absence of effective regulation there have been shortages in supply even after the private
sector joined the business. In 2000-01 the private sector imported 60 percent and the govern-
ment-run Agricultural Implements Corporation, 40 percent of the total fertiliser used. Under the
new policy all fertiliser importers have to be registered at the Ministry of Agriculture and Co-
operatives. The government is to make public international fertiliser prices and will require
wholesalers to publicise the selling rates to ensure local fair pricing. The government will also
require all fertiliser importers to maintain 20 percent stocks at all times to ensure availability.

Towards a cleaner Valley

There are to be no new brick kilns in the Valley. The government, concurring with the decision of
the new Industrial Promotion Board, has decided not to permit any more traditional kilns in
Kathmandu Valley until come up with a less-polluting way to produce bricks. The
board has also decided that kilns already operating in the Valley will have to install pollution
control equipment within 18 months. The government has also decided that kilns operating
without registration will be immediately shut down. The law allows the government to slap fines
of up to Rs 500,000 on errant kiln owners or even order the closing of the factories. The govern-
ment decision comes after the Lalitpur branch of the Small and Cottage Industries department
refused last year to renew permits of 43 traditional brick-makers. Also recently, 16 kilns in
Bhaktapur were penalised for operating without licenses.

Tourist count

Tourism numbers continue to tumble. Statistics compiled by the Nepal Tourism Board show that
total arrivals in January and February were down by almost 47 percent, a continuation of last
year's trend. Last month's total arrivals were down by almost 46 percent. Indian arrivals were
low last year and continue to be so. A more worrying trend is the drop in third country tourists:
the numbers dropped by 54 percent in January and 47 percent in February. Indian arrivals in
January were down 24 percent, and in February had slumped by 41 percent.

Union Finance shares

by ARTHA BEED

At heart, graft isn’t about politics or economics.

he Beed had afitof the
vapours lastweek on hearing
what the prime minister said.

Theinvestigationson wealth, he
suggested, can begin with him. But

theartand craft of graf.
No one minces words or feels

theslightest it uncomfortable

pointingingesat e poliicians

simply necessary o him to practice

the player—in business, people who
practice graftalways have an edge.
Notsurprisingly, this makes orcign
or even serious domesticinvestors

then these words have al

casilytosilver-tongued poliicians,
especialy pime ministers who

ey sooften vant o convince an

and burcaucracy
tionalised graft. But here's he

thing; surcly they aren't he only
ones responsible for perperuating

they are srious about cradicaring
corruprion in Nepal.
Graf, like culture isn'ca static
entity. I, too, changes
and evolves. Look at our
own country. Theadvent
of muliparcy democracy
decentralsed grafeand
expanded its purview
beyond the clite groupic
was restricted to n the
panchayat days. Since one
of our sources of national
prideis the frequent
display of ourability o I
amasswealthand show it offin
creative ways, we nced to honour
grafi—itis the quickest way
wealth. Consider,for example,a
civilservant always complning of
having o pay high ruition feesfor
children—in the United States. A
bureaucrat ke thisis often known
to get healtheareat the better
centres in neighbouring countrics,
throw lavish family partics, drink
only the et scorch and maintina

tion and makingaccept-
able. Wh them money and

think cwice abﬂulgulmgmvolvcd
Th

w00
such as the re m\zUIlelnw
threatsofimpounding property.
‘Thank heaven that is over.

“The current head of che anti-
graft commission, the Commission

fancy gifis: Who paysa lotevery
momh for bmldmgs orvehicles

for the Abuse of Authoriy, has
brough the nstiuion some
credibilty. Now he needs

1o be given more powers

and the authority to bite.
"The CIAA hasbeen
around for some time, it
justneeded investigation.
Tnstead, a new judicial
commission has been set
up. Isinvestigacing grafe
andpmpcnvm.\n.\ol
expertise ofthejudicia
Sur, s molvementadds
some credibiliy to the process, but
such investigations re a specialsed
disciplinein themselves, and around

- u
owned by the family of policicians
and bureaucra? Who bridges

their deficit financing? The ivers,

o chis Becd, arcas responsible as
the takers.

Toever tryand wean usasa
nation from this awful habir, we
need to also tackle the givers.

Business in Nepalis dominated by
rading, and the vision involved, i

there s any, isshort-rerm and
shortlved. The publceetor,

lfestyl thatah
latese, bes, biggest. He willalso
manage to doall thison the meagre

cluding isthe

wooing these buyers hasalways

argest consumer n the country and

the world ant-grafe campaigns
involve people, accountans,
auditors, even fraud expers.

“The heart of the problem is
that tackling graft can never be
brought down to politics or
cconomics. (s about morals. As
long as we remain addicted o
short cuts, we don’t have a
chancein hell ofeven touching
the grafe culcure. Alternatively,
we could teach our children

Union Finance has begun

month. Two of the four applicants who had apphed to purchase 3,000 shares each are to
receive 120 shares (par value Rs 100). Those seeking to purchase 50 shares are to get 10

each. The company received 22,819 valid applications.

silryheis supposed o cam. Buc

been easy. The more the business better, maybe even run adule

« 2 education classes. ¢

graft the

oseem ke necessiies when you
sce them around quite often, he can
manage to persuade you thatitis

recdicr they make the takers. And
there s nosemblance of alvel
playing ficld, no matter howscrious

Readers can post their views at
anthabeed@yahoo.com

INTERVIEW

“How does private investment impact on social development?”

Siddhartha Rana recently took over as Chairman
of the Soaltee Group from his father. He received
the Global Leader For Tomorrow 2001 Award at
the World Economic Forum last year in Davos.
He attended the WEF meeting in New York last
month, and spoke to Nepali Times about the
Forum, and its message for countries like Nepal.

Nepali Times: Why New York?

Siddhartha Rana: One of the unique features of this year's annual
meeting is that it was held in New York instead of Davos for the first time
in over 30 years. This was largely a show of support and resilience
post-11 September. Although it was planned for Davos, the forum chose
to move the venue along with making changes to the agenda.

Arenit these meetings getting a bit elitist, and unabashedly pro-
globalisation?
Partly true. But the original reason for the annual WEF meeting is still
valid. The rapid growth of the global communications, information
technology and international business in the second half of the 20"
century increased the need for a common platform where various
sections of society are brought together to consider and advance the
key issues on the global agenda. The WEF is that platform.

And in the course of three decades, the Forum has gmwn fmm a
small European into a unique, memb
institution comprised of the foremost 1,000 corporations in the wur\d.
The Annual Meeting in Davos has become the premier meeting of world
leaders in business, government and civil society o address the issues
and challenges confronting humanity.

But how does a meeting like this address the genuine concens
of those by economic

I think there is now a realisation that the events shaping the world and
influences on society today require a paradigm shift in the way that we
address the issue of globalisation. There needs to be a radical formula
that affects change for equity and a more even improvement of living
standards around the world.

And how is the WEF going to do that?
Among the things discussed were ways of attracting capital inflows in
arisk-averse environment: basically dealing with restoring investor
confidence and avoiding the herd mentality. This is something that has
some practicality in Nepal’s present investment climate. An economic
and development crisis is a factor in conflict, but the conflict and
instability in turn prevents new investment. It is a catch-22 situation. We
were trying to re-think the role of the IMF and the World Bank, even a
radical redesign in their way of functioning. After Argentina, there are
questions about their role.

And there is also the question about why developing countries must

- Siddhartha Rana

borrow and service their debt when past borrowings have either been
returned to the donor through intermediaries, or corruption and bad
governance meant that the money was never spent on development.
And when states fail, where can the international community step in to
rebuild them and restore domestic order?

How about issues like migration?

There is a recognition of the need to define citizenship in an era of
migration, dealing with international demographic issues. There s
recognition that these things are all interlinked. People are migrating
because of failed development, instability and lack of investment. So
how do you link the global social investment market so that private
investment makes an impact on social development projects around the
world?

How much has the 11 September attack been instrumental in
changing thinking in these areas?

The very fact that the WEF meeting took place in New York was proof
that the roots of the global crisis are recognised. CEOs need to become
statesmen and leaders beyond just business. We need to bridge
religious divides internationally, within regions and in countries. We have
to create a deeper dialogue among faiths and the search for common
values. Then there is the more immediate need to address the problem of
terrorism and international laws to tackle them.

Was the need to bridge the gap between and within nations also
discussed?

Yes, we looked at the digital divide, how technology can be used to
support development, and especially a look at the education and health
gap. A more immediate issue was the need to break patents so the sick
in poor countries can afford cheaper generic versions of drugs. Then
there was the issue of philanthropy and how it can be made more
effective globally: the need to bridge the gap of inequalities where
everyone has a role and a responsibility.
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RAMYATA LIMB!

. dense. Somearc round, smooth,
din Felipe Mcjia, Peruvian

groovedand tnder. Somehavea
black skin, and oth

inside. Thereis an infinite variety,a
wide range of tastes! And the
yellow potato—that poem—
delcate, fine, with tiny holes in
itsside like the face of an
enchaning lctle girl, che yellow
potato gleams ke egg yolk...”

describes someof the vast
artay of potatoes i the world thus:
“Thercare enormous sandy
potatocs with delicate hues and
nobleshape. Somearcovaland
perfect,others likea rolling pin,
with no holes, more resistantang

9|

Nepalis tend not to wax too
cloguenton the beauties of the
spud, but catch them on asunny
winterafternoon, well-fed on
carbohydratea la potato, and they
can putupa decentshow. Unforu-

is not to be underesti-
mate

academic with the International
Centrefor Integrated Mountain

project (the Swiss helped promote
potatoes in Nepal s carly as

volunteer to Nepal, believes
that poratoes made keeping
oneselffed a lessonerous,
time-consuming task,asa
resultof which peoplein
monasticcommunitics had
more time to devore toarts
and craf.
ol

In places like Nepal and  Development (ICIMOD), “the oot 1960) to morivae Nepalifarmers
Bhutan, the bigpromoters  crop produuced a popul in the mid-hillsand high hills of
of poratoesinthe 18" explosion.” Theinmoductionof ~ Nepal dard porato

¥ i potatoes o the highlandsallowed  scedsin 6,000 .
groups. Robert Rhoades,  communitiestomovchigher,and ~“Iemeant that Nepali farmers
ananthropologistand  also stay through the winter in their  wouldn't have o rely on potato
former Peace Corp high-alitudc h d from neighbouri

“This,ina way, is cxactly why the
Porao Reserch Program vas et up

India,” says Risal “The culture

h d nmdu for

in 1991, to in i

among Nepali farmers has lways
beer

theirown

of potato tofeeda
popultion. I roduces clan scds
throughtisueanlurs, educrs

the okay ones for seed. This
i hepobbil ofs bd

prcic andiscven experimenting

crop.”
e Nepalsorso-sic

potatoes on the eating public

here goesven furcher. The
development of the spud in this

country mi dtohave

the
seedsofthe ﬂuwer md not the
tuber, . Ever

Nepaspotoyied.Theprj

ry
yean thecente disvibues 200,000

dinic

o country,in llam, Letang in
rang, Sunsari and Panchthar in

paralleed that of the Nepali nation
state. The first ecorded reference
o potatoes in Nepal i, aferall, in
1793. (Sec box) Given that
potatoes only reached the Old
Wotld from their birthplace in the
Andesin the 17" century, many

Iaboratory. “This may be peanuts
considering the demand. But these
are good qualiy seeds and s he
initial first step to flush out the use
ofdegeneraed seds” says Khatr.
After rice, maize and wheat,
potato production in Nepal isfourch

the cast, Dolakha n the centre,
Kaskiand Surkhetin the western
and middle west development
regions, and taught farmers
store qualy seeds o ensureanext
encrtionoffine potatoes Mostof
har

potato

Aloo ko achar

Ingredients

% pound potatoes

Y cup sesame seeds

¥ teaspoon fenugreek seeds
% teaspoon turmeric

% teaspoon salt

¥ teaspoon chilli powder
2tablespoon mustard oil
Juice from 2 lemons or

% teaspoon chook or

1 teaspoon mango powder

Boil the potatoes. Peel and cut each into eight pieces. Roast sesame seeds lightly in a
pan without using any grease until they start to pop, then grind them in a blender. Mix
potatoes, sesame powder, salt and chilli powder. Squeeze the lemons into this mixture.
Heat the mustard oil in a small pan and fry fenugreek seeds until they blacken, then fry the
turmeric. Add to the potato mixture with a very small quantity of water.

Time required: 15-50 minutes
Serves: Four-six persons

Sukhe aloo

Ingredients

1 pound potatoes
3tablespoons butter
Lonion

1 teaspoon turmeric

sal to taste
pinch of chilli

through.

Ingredients

Time required: 35-40 minutes
Serves: Two-four persons

Aloo Raita

2 cups yoghurt

2 big potatoes

% cup tomatoes sliced

% cup teaspoon cumin seeds (dry fry and powder)

% cup teaspoon salt

pinch of black pepper

pinch of chilli pepper

1 tablespoon chopped coriander leaves

Boil potatoes, peel and cut into fine pieces. Mix with tomatoes. Beat yoghurt smooth,
add cumin powder, salt and pepper. Fold into tomatoes and potatoes. Garnish with chilli
powder and coriander leaves.

Time required: Five minutes
Serves: Four persons

% tablespoon coriander leaves chopped
Y teaspoon cumin seed

Wash, peel and quarter potatoes. Heat butter and brown onion. Add cumin, turmeric,
coriander, and potatoes. Mix well and fry for ten minutes on low heat, stirring frequently.
Cook till potatoes are done, adding salt and chilli 10 minutes before they are cooked

POTATOE

“| had heard, before my visit to
Nepaul, that our most es-
teemed kitchen vegetables did
not only grow there in much
higher perfection than in
Bengal, but that the propaga-
tion of them was annually
continued from their own seed,
whereas the short duration of
our cold season admits but of
a scanty and degenerate
produce not to be depended
upon. My disappointment,
therefore, was very great on
finding the fact otherwise, and
on being assured that they
could not raise even potatoes,
without procuring every year
from Patna fresh roots for
sowing; | think it extremely
probable, however, that their
failure in this respect has been
occasioned solely by want of
attention or skill, having no
doubt, for my own part, that with
proper management, there are
few of our hortulan productions,
whether fruit, flower, or herb,
which might not be success-
fully reared, and abundantly
multiplied, either in the valley of
Nepaul itseff, or in one or other
of the numerous situations
adjacent to it. The only kitchen
vegetables we met with here
were cabbages and peas, both
of which were of the worst kind.
They have the Tibet turnip, but
cannot raise it, any more than
the potatoe, without renewing
the seed annually.”

Colonel Kirkpatrick in An
Account of the Kingdom of
Nepaul, A Mission to that
Country in the Year 1793,

nately, ther s and tuber-
related vocabulary runs outafeer
they meditatc on the powdery,
delectable taste of poratocs grown
in mountain regions like Manang
and Khumbu.

But mak ke. Here in

taste of the tuber and nationhood
about the same time. Coincidence?
Wethink nor. A decade afier
Colond Kitkpatrick wroteofthe
portoin Nepal,in 1803 anocher
Bricish traveler, Francis B

Nepal we havea real reverence for
the potato. So, you say, do denizens
of lands that can’t dowithout their
daily meat-and-potato fix. But this
isdiffrent. Plain boiled spuds can
be delicious, it true, as are frics,
butit akesa particularly obsessive
evil genius to do things asdiverse to
the poato s we do here—the
delicate reck of aloo tama or that
gem of gustatory inspiration aloo
ko achar,th favour

Hanilton wrote thusin An
Accountofthe Kingdom of Nepal
andof the Territories Annexed o
chis Dominion by the Housc of
Gorkha: “In thehilly partsof the
county (Solanum cuberosum) has
beenintroduced, and grows
tolerably; buti does not thive so
wellsat Patna, owing probably to
avantof are.”

Originally cultvated in Peru

I the

in terms of In terms
o prodiuciiy, howerer he

The Potato Research Program

s firstin terms of
production per unitarea. Butwe
4

of spuds for Nepal. That may
o ke odh

uptodo—
Nepal could grow 125 tons per
hectare, it manages less than a
tenth of that.
“Things have changed beyond
belicfin the last 20 years. “Unil 15
years ago, there were some Nepalis
who had never caten poratocs, but
on thewhole, now, much of Nepa
has some sortof potato
diet. Iesoncof the
few crops that can be
grown the year
round,”says Bhairab
Risal,

aloo masyaora o the beautifully
simple aloo dum. Your mouths
watering yet?

People n Palpaare proud of
their aloo chykauni, phins Nepalis
enjoy aloo bhujiyavith rot,those
livingin the highlands slivacc over
aloo bhatand aloo daal. Sometimes
cven betteron a cold, dark winter's
dayis phin usineko loo, boiled

ith marcha—<hill

Andes, the porato found its way to
Europevia the Spanish conquista-
dorsin the 17% century. Rescarch
isdivided over whether itwas the
Portugucscor the Spanish who first
introduced the potato to India
shordy thercafter. Today, Indiais
oncof the world’s largest producers
of porato, after China. “The British
i India grew the potato in their
kitchen gardensin summer il

poundedvith altand grlic

In the realm of the spud, Nepal
mightwell be tops—the French
have been trying for centuries to do
somethinginnovaive with the
wherkingand have managed one
decent tem, a potatosouffle made
with milkand a nice Gruyere. Food
writerand philosopher MFK
Fisher writcs in The Gastronomi-
cal Me that the first time she ate
one of these, it was like a
revelation. (Although whatis
Frenchabout French Fries, we
never quite figured out,) Potatoes
had unilthen always scemed
dissatisying somchow
underdressed. Nepal'sachievement

stations like Shimla and Darjecling.
Teprobably arrived i llam via
Darjecling, and to western Nepal
via Shimlaand Nainral through
scasonal migrants,”says Bhim
Bahadur Khatri, a horticulrurise
with the Potaro Rescarch Program
atthe National Agriculture
Rescarch Centre (NARC) in
Khumalta. “Potatocs i the Valley
probably arrived via Patna.”

Other potato rescarchers will
tell you that more than anything
e, the ntroduction of the potaro
into the Himalaya, had a massive
impacton the population growth in
the region. “Likein Europe,” says
Dr. Alejandro Camino, a Peruvian

tions expert,In the
1980s Risal was
involved ina Swiss

ith
the 4,000-0dd stains that the
Peru-based International Potato
Centre classificd there, butthen
the potato s interawined with the
very origins of Peru. Legend hasic
that when the first Inca ruler
Manco Capécand his wife
Manma Ocllo emerged from Lake
Tititica to found the Inca
empire, the first thing the god
Wirachocha taught them was o
plants potato ficlds. ¢

Potato harvest in Peru (left), and a vegetable vendor in
Kathmandu this week with different types of potatoes.
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Spreading Liberalism

LONDON - Leaders from Liberal parties in 70 counmss wm meet (hls
‘year in Budapest from 21-23 March, says Lord Alderdice, deputy
president of Liberal International, the global wing of the British Liberal
Democrat party. The annual conference, focusing this year on good
governance, has been increasing in significance in recent years
because of growing membership and a growing political profile. “Only a
demacratic, open society can produce wealth and assure even
distribution of t,” said Lord Alderdice. The success of Liberal parties in
several countries gives new strength to the Liberal movement. Liberal
parties are in government in Canada, Belgium, Denmark, Taiwan and
Senegal. Inthe EU, Liberal Pat Cox is president of the European
Parliament, and Liberal Romano Prodi heads the European Commission.
In the second half of this year Denmark takes presidency of the
European Council. There is no sharp definition, however, of what
constitutes a Liberal party. “We share common values of freedom,
justice and democracy,” said Lord Navnit Dholakia, president of the
Liberal Democrats in Britain. True Liberalism means “not just Liberal
ideas but a Liberal heart,” added Lord Alderdice. Jan Weijers, secre-
tary-general of Liberal International, said the conference was important
because “freedom, demccracy and human rights are not by-products of

they 1 for economic
development.” This year, He\en Suzman, the Liberal member from South
Africa, will be given The 2002 Liberal International Prize for Freedom for
her lifelong fight against apartheid in South Africa. (Ps)

NGOs practice self-help

PARIS - In the last fortnight, international humanitarian aid has been
besieged by allegations ranging from forced sexual relations to impos-
ing a business model on helping the poor. Sylvie Brunel, a leading
French humanitarian activist, announced her resignation last Thursday
as president of the French humanitarian organisation Action Contre La
FFaim (Action against hunger, ACF). She accused aid organisations of
squandering most of the money they collect from donations in lavish
administrative and representation expenses. Brunel says NGOs have
become a business, in which criteria of profitability, high salaries and
travel and representation allowances for their administrators in Europe
and North America are more important than real assistance to people on
the field.

Brunel's criticism of the way NGOs work comes a week after a
report by the UNHCR and Save the Children Fund, unveiled that 67
activists from 40 humanitarian aid organisations might have been
blackmailing teenagers in Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia, offering
food in exchange for sexual relations. Earlier reports revealed racketing
practices by a criminal ring acting within the UNHCR in Kenya. Rony
Brauman, former president of Nobel Peace Prize winner Medecins sans
Frontieres, believes sexual abuses of victims of wars and famines are
possible. “Similar cases took place in Cambodia during the 1980s, and
more recently, in Somalia and in Bosnia,” Brauman said. However,
Brauman pointed out that it was not fair to discredit all the good work

MMENT

by SHASHI THAROOR

Unended recessional

Tomorrow’s disorder might be yestérday’s colonial order.

= 49

colonial mapmaker's pen, nationhood
becomes lusive. Oldertribaland clan
loyalticsin Africa were mangled by the
boundariesdrawn, in discant citis ke
Batlin, for colonialy-created sates

h

BANGKOK - Thailand's independent

‘which helped check the
dicatorial acts of the

Jitical diffe hallenge the

Y
the d

national identities. The result was the
manufucture of unconvincing politcal
b s arciical o

government's htest measuresac
silencings critics in the pressand on
thea

clas Thursday

thewayfora
mocicculure
followingthe

ythologise,whichaltooof ysbloody
d it ot spectrum h: blanket front- coupin1992.
allegiance from ther ciizenry. p ) Just
Stre filurcin thewakeof divided ont
colonalim isanothersourceof laund aferthe Thak
conflit. Thecol i i
fsted b o 3
recent years in Sierra Leone, Liberia du - Thai Prime MmmuThz.k\m ents foran articlein
and Somalia—could unleasha Shinavatra, The English-linguage The | the Far Easten
torrent of alarming possibilicies i pap of | Review. Thaksi
because “weak states,” particularly in thescinvesigarions by the Anti- poorlghtinthearicl which ke
Africa,scem vulnerable to collapsing Money Laundering Offce (AMLO), | aboutclatons berween himand the
inawelrerof conflic anamofih thachas i monarchy. i

Underdevelopmentin post

poviers olookintoseven types of-
violations. Theviolaonsare

condemned the governmentand came

colonial societestselfcauses conflict.
Th I i

outin supportof the journalists, but
by hemwhebacked

The Thai prime mlmster 's crackdown on
media has rekindled memories of a not-so-
distant authoritarianism.

Wi

try's military involvement in Afghanistan, the deaths of two
German soldiers in Kabul has led to renewed soul-search-
ing. The deaths took place just as the Afghan government
and the UN indicated a desire to extend the role of the
international peacekeeping force in Kabul. Two German
soldiers and three Danes were killed this week during a
munitions defusing operation in Kabul. They were the first
casualties from either country in a week that also saw nine
US servicemen lose their lives in the latest offensive against
al-Qaeda in eastern Afghanistan. The incident has shocked
the German public and brought to the fore the risks of military

just days after UN 1 | Kofi Annan,
on a visit to Berlin, had called for international forces to stay
in Afghanistan beyond June, the originally agreed six month
term for the peacekeeping force. Afghan president Hamid
Karzai arrived in
Berlin on 13 March
to convince the
international
security force to
expand its man-
date to cover cities |
other than Kabul
and get NATO
troops to stay
beyond the six month period originally agreed at the Bonn
meeting in December when Afghanistan’s interim govern-
ment was appointed. This will require approval from the

current contingent of 3,900 troops after a knife-edge vote.
The mood in Germany has sobered considerably since,

Schroeder's Social Democrats, pamcular\y opposed to any
that the sol-

being done by genuine
officials and volunteer workers. (ps)

How to save old cities

SANTIAGO The historic district of the Chﬂean pon clly of vdpava\so
an aspirant for the status of UNESCO Heritage of Humanity site, could
recover the neighbourhood life it once had, thanks to an incentive plan
for the purchase of old buildings. The government has launched the
Heritage Rehabilitation Subsidy which grants $6,000 towards the
purchase of houses built prior to 1959 located in the historic area of this
city on Chile’s Pacific coast. Valparaiso, 120 km west of Santiago with
a population of 280,000, is famed for its labyrinthine passages, steep
stairways and 15 inclined elevators that carry residents up the city's
steep slopes and are on the list of 100 endangered monuments in the:
world. The financial incentive is aimed at salvaging real estate in the
original central neighbourhood and some hillside districts part of the
potential Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This is the second time that an
application for designating Valparaiso a Cultural Heritage of Humanity
site has been sent to UNESCO in Paris. Chile’s Education Minister
Mariana Aylwin, in presenting the UNESCO nomination form in January,
said it was done in response to citizens' demands and was proof of
commitment to preserve the city. Valparaiso was the main Pacific port
for centuries, until the Panama Canal was built to unite the Old and New
Worlds. The city sits on the coast of a broad bay charted in 1536 by

* + explorer Juan de Saavedra. Now
primarily an industrial centre,
- Valparaiso grew following Chile's
independence in 1818, and until the
Panama Canal was inaugurated in
1914, was an important port for
ships going around Cape Horn. The
city suffered serious damage in the:
earthquakes in the early 1900s and
lost

diers did not die “in combat” but while carrying out a mission
“with peaceful intentions”. “What happened had nothing to do
with military conflict,” he added. The deaths came on the
heels of accusations that the defence ministry was withhold-
ing information that the elite German force KSK, numbering
about 100, had been secretly operational in eastern Afghani-
stan's combat zone despite previous government assur-
ances that German troops would not be involved directly in
conflict to root out al-Qaeda supporters holed up in caves. A
defence ministry announcement this week says Germany is

rce in Afghanistan with Turkey likely to hold

- i public
cesecesseccsssesceccseecsescsssccssecscenessseeeses ucticaarulofprorites fraud, Iyan.kmgﬂaudmtcmrmpnon, “Thaksin,” says Sunai Phasuk, minister can be subject o such “unfair | initarive,” the Bangkok Posteditorial German parliament which last November approved the
skewed 1o benefitcolonialists canlead extortionand taxevasion. researcherat the Banghok-based abuse”. The Nation,inafront-page | argued.
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demandsfora morcjust dispensation.
“That theme has died outn diplomatic
discourse Vet followersof world afirs
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growth.
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not allow it to take on these duties. Matters have also not
been helped by Washington's desire to extend the war
against terrorism to Iraq, causing more consternation in
Germany. In recent weeks discussion programmes on
German television have featured sharp criticism of US
foreign policy from both sides of the German political
spectrum. (ips)

Money trouble

BRUSSELS - The UN Financing for Devclopment conference that
begins 18 March in the northern Mexican city of Monterrey, is already
running inco trouble. Radical activists say the eventwill be a “farce”
because itsfinal document, allegedly imposed by the United States,
prescribes “more cconomic neo-liberalism”. They also fear European
leaders may go without any concrete promises to raise aid levels.

And in the meantime, the US and Europe can’t agree on the size of
aid or the Bush administration’s proposal to turn loans into grants

wealth. The main cause of
Valparaiso's deterioration, despite
the recent surge in economic
activity, has been the lack of a
municipal policy to preserve and restore the older structures, complain
citizens’ groups. Demolitions continue and new buildings are being
constructed, including a supermarket inside the historic district's
boundaries, near the main church, which dates to 1842. But the house
purchase subsidy, which intends to turn the port city into the country’s
cultural centre, is seen as a positive step that could help rehabilitate the
older areas of the city and prevent the loss of buildings of architectural
significance. Chile already has a presence on the UNESCO Cultural
Heritage list, with 14 churches on Chiloé Island, in the extreme south,
and with the National Rapa Nui Park, on Easter Island. (s)

linked to
"The Spanish Presidency of the EU has proposed a compromise for
its member stats that says all countrics which haven'treached the UN

UN-set target. The NGOS reserved their strongest for
Germany, and other member states such as Grecee, Spain, Austria and
Ttaly that give well below the EU average. These countries would prefer
the EU to reiterate i call fora “sizable increase” in aid rather than
commit to specif d argue that should be
given to how theaid is spent, racher than the amount of aid. The
compromise s also opposed by the four EU members that already give
0.7 percent or more of their budgets for development (Denmark, the
Netherlands, Sweden and Luxembourg), because it s too weak.

‘The United States for its part has announced that it will no
commititselfto an increase in development aid, a senior US official
said Tuesday. “Monterrey is not going to be a pledging session,” said
Alan P Larson, undersecretary of state for economic, business, and
agricultural affairs. The offcial said Bush would be going “for the
political task of forging consensus and commitment around ap-
proaches”, and to drum up support for the US position on develop-

target of devoting 0.7 percent of their GDP aid, should
individually undertake to increase the level over the next four years,
within the limits set by their budgetary constraints. NGOs expect EU
leaders will only deliver a “strongly worded, light on substance scate-
ment”at their meeting in Barcelona this weekend. Spanish Forcign
Affairs Minister, Josep Piqué, pointed out that that the EU and its
member states are still by far the biggest donor, giving more than 50
percent of global developmentaid. The European Commission pro-
poses that EU countries that allocate less than the EU average, 0.33
percent of their GDP to offiial development assistance should reach
this percentage by 2006 as an interim step to reaching the 0.7 percent

ment. Washington, a key player in devel aid, has already
proposed that halfof all development loans be converted to grans. It

argues that previous loans by international institutions, like the World
Bank, failed to improv health, education, sanitation and other services
for the poor in the developing world. The US suggests that those grants
be tied to concrete resuls in improving education, health, water and

sanitation, If developing countrics fal to su
o more money would be disbursed. Other industrialiscd nations have

year. must its eputation for di h as wages, subsidics, nterest and defence
. spending), which don't boost growth the way government captal ependiture

India's market he carly 19905 put can. This growing fscal deficit has created a higher monetarised defcit
higher growth Avmgmmnpgmmht b thelase inciting great pressures. Forawhile, th wumed o
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decades InfL ingledigitsand d central bank. But statcis dingoutthe
defiis, i t ble. The lobal tech privatescctor'sability o b
helped—India’sown" ’ hadat di di dspeed

high-tech exports surged from 16 percent growth in 1995-96 t0 53.5 percentin
2000-01. Butas elsewhere, high-tech was no magic bullet, old-fashioned

privadsacion. But ,
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sona rringagencis.Both Sandard and Poorand Moody'sdowngraded ndi's
look on long-term fore

the growwth rates—7-8 percent—hat can improve the lives ofits poor. Only
frovthonthatscalcan provide the overnmenthe moneyeneeds o

declined to back the proposal saying it overlooks past achi in
the fight against poverty and may dent the existing international

debr bl d ir d health as it
din fighting poverty, Trimming the deficitis th ’s b llenge, yetitconsistendy  Only investmentsin hu.mn capital can sustain the long-term growth India
fall k isd in past budgets, and has b bl d craves. % (Project Syndicare)
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“Why should the Maoists
surrender arms before talking?”

Lilamani Pokhrel
8 February, Bimarsa

N BAIRACHARYA

.

§<

The government says it has imposed the emergency to
control the Maoist terrorists. But has the emergency been
directed to that end? The Maoists say they don't abide by this
constitution. They say they want to reject the present parlia-
mentary system and existing laws and have even an-
nounced a parallel government. The existing laws and
constitution don't affect them, and because they don't accept
the state, the emergency will not affect them either. The
emergency is instead affecting those who accept the
constitution, such as political parties, civil society, social
organisations and people at large. The civil liberties given by
the constitution have been curtailed only for those who
believe in and work under the present statute, not the
Maoists. So if the desired effects don't reach the targeted
group, why should we allow our rights to be curtailed?

Nowhere has an armed conflict such as this been
resolved by other than political means. After 18 years of an
ethnic liberation movement Sri Lanka now has a ceasefire.
Ours is also a class struggle, so it is unlikely the problem
can be resolved by only mobilising the army.

The constitution allows an emergency to be imposed for
a maximum of one year. What are we going to do if the

problem is not resolved even in this time frame? There is no provision to extend the emer-
gency thereafter. The army says it could take time to come to a resolution and that political
efforts should also be underway. So how can [government] shut the doors to a political solu-
tion and say that the emergency and the involvement of the army will solve the problem. We
need to re-open the political doors and go to talks with an alternative proposal. There is no
reason to endorse something that has no justification and will only restrict the rights of the
people. Likewise, the country's revenue has also been hit by the emergency, and we'll see

those effects next year.

The government was unable to present an alternative proposal during talks with the
Maoists. It only said let's work under this constitution and also form an interim government.
Where is the provision to form an interim government under this constitution? The Maoists are
a force outside this constitution and they would not have revolted if they wanted to remain
under it. Before the talks we had advised the government to come up with an alternative
proposal and also asked the Maoists to be realistic. They made a mistake in walking away

from the talks, which is why they are now cornered. ...

In the third round of talks, the Maoists

came with only the demand for a constituent assembly, and they were wrong to simply make a
proposal and walk away from talks. They have not been able to justify their actions until now.
They should have consulted other political parties. The government should also have been

flexible. ..

.A constituent assembly is the ultimate form the power of the people can take in a

multiparty system...even King Tribhuvan had announced one, though it was not implemented.
There are two lines of thought in the country concerning how the Maoist problem should be
resolved. One wants to maintain the status quo and more stringent laws. This is the old way of
thinking. It's been proven that an army cannot protect democracy. The other group wants to
make improvements to the system that exists. ...We say the constitution should be amended.
It says that sovereignty rests with the people, but it also says that constitutional monarchy and
multiparty democracy cannot be changed. Why can't the sovereign people change that?
Likewise, you say four castes and 36 ethnicities, and then impose a Hindu state. We are not
against constitutional amendments, but they can't be a means to solve the Maoist problem.
Which clause in the Constitution can provide that?... There is talk of an election government,
but will the Maoists be part of that? This is why we ask whether amendments can help resolve

the problem.

...Many times negotiations have failed in the world, but the process has not stopped there.
If we want peaceful resolution [government] has to find alternatives and go back to talks. The
Maoists have been asked to come to talks after giving up their arms. This is what someone
who doesn't understand politics says. Why should the Maoists give up their bargaining power
before coming to the table? Even a snake does not remain a snake if you defang it and

remove its poison.

Recruitment drlve

28 March - 15 April,

taken place n the last couple of
weeks,clarly reflec che true
character of the Maoists and the

declared their own emergency in
certain aess. So people have o
suffer curfews and security checks

Himal Khabarparrika path they have adopted. The imposed by both the'
et Maoists,whosay theyar ighting The extreme f hinking that
Atatime when th M: war man, are h d hasled

isin full swingand the Royal Nepal
Army,the Armed Police and Nepal
Policeall nced new recruits,the
demand for young Nepal boysin
forcign armicsis also growing. After
recruiting hundreds of Nepali
youngstersin lam and Gaighatover
the past six months, officers from
the Indian Army are busy measur-
ing the chests of hundreds more
Nepalisin Dharan.

“To be ligible for the Indian
Army they need to be becween 16-
22 yearsold, acleast 157 cm cal,
ehing Sl widha 77 cmches.

k.nmgﬁrmus, labourersand
chidren.Setingaligha busand

1o the country’s present sicuation.
Tlm Mams( revolution, in its latter
into

puting
bombsin the hands of wage
camers, making children the targec
of explosives, hanging teachersand
slashing the throats of people who
don'tagrce vith thirdeologyis
not Theiractions

»mlmcc,[umnsm,.mdanarchy.
Asaresult itspolitical characteris
crodingand instead, itis being
defincd byis errorise thinking,
syl and behaviou. Wilthe

be able to fulfil cheir

have forced the public o regard
them as errorists. No one has the
license to do whatever they like in
the name of evolution and change.
“The Maoists have snatched
away the ifc of Kajol, who was

Theyalsoneed ol
least clas cight

Col SaradjicSingh of the Indian
Army sasin fluenc Nepali: “We
will be taking 250 from the castern
2ones Mechi, Kosi, Sagarmathaand
Janakpur. We'l irs shordlst 500,
and pick 250 from that groupin
Darjecling. Currendly ourinake s
1,000 recrucsfrom Nepaland they
aremostly from the Rai, Limbu,
Tamang, Magar, Chhe,Sherpa

celebrare Eid. What have the
Kajols of[h::wcrld dnnc that they

are being ly killed?

drcam this way?

Minister’s
manoeuvres

L)mu, 12 Mard\

L
‘The argument between Minister
for Forests and Soil Conservation

Kajolsdicin Kalikot, yet othersare
injurcd in Bhakeapur. Children
have to bewary of tool bombs,
they have to witness ther teachers
being aken from the classroom and
hacked to death, What effect docs
thishave on their psychology? The
Chitwan Bhandara incident wined
the Maoists movementin the same
wayaswhen they setfire o
house of peoplen Harjung, Rolpa,
acouplaofycarsago. Whenone

Gopalman Shrestha and State
Miniser Surendra Hamal regard-
ing the transfer of civilservants has
augh other corrup minstersa
fewlessons in how to designate
their people without internal
fighting, Home Ministerand
Minister for Local Development
Khum Bahadur Khadka hasalready
stared practising what he learnt.
Minister Khadka, known for
appoining hisowm peoplein

they have
committed from Harjung o
Bhandara,they have outdone
Hider'satrocitics.

“The Maoists say they are
fighting for the workingclass, but
uae s wh

government
offices hasadded three more
workers o the Decentralisation
Implementation and Inspection
Comittee. The three Congress
loyalists ecruited are Dambar

and Newar

“Thereis tiff compettion to get
intothe Indian Army, and roughly
75,000 youngsters apply every year.
With tensions high on the India-
Pakistan border, it looks lke the
level ofrecruitment willincrease
this year. The Gorkhali troops in
the Indian Army who were the
bestacclimatised for the high-
alitude batcles in Kargil lastyear.
Thitteen Nepalis lost their lives in
that conflict.

“The Indian Army curtendy
has seven regiments and 42
baccalions, with a total of 50,000
Gorkha troops.

No revolutionaries

Prakash Jwala, Chalphal, 10 March

 Kajol Khatoom, an innocent
cight-year-old lost her life when
Maoistssct irc to.a Kathmandu-

Bigurbound st

THE

There can be no development without security and no security without

lingin. Four other
with her.
o Hem Baadar meas sinjured in

P

—Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba whileinaugurating the secretarar of the

National Security Council, on 11 March.

qmng away garbagt Hediedin
hospital.

o The Maoisskilled sccurity
personnelin Sialpaci,Salyan by
shooting them in the back; there
wasariver ofblood.

‘@ Man Bahadur Tamang, a former
national tackwondo practitioner,
was killed by Maoists near his home
in Nuwakot; they hacked offhis
handsand feet.

o Forestfires started by the
Maoistsin Accham have destroyed
governmentand private property.
 Twoinnocent children from
Bhakarpur wereinjured while
playingwith Maoist explosives.

@ The Maoists have kep thousands
ofvillagersof Salma VDCin

falling prey to thei violence. Their

Bahadur Bhandari Dang, Dr
Bilram Gt from Rupandehi,
andD d Chaurasiya

haviour a0
said. They kill people ike Nim Lal
Rokka, Hari Singh Nepali, Shobha
Ram Basner, Balram Sapkota, Dal
Ram Khadka, Chin Bahadur Rokka
whom they sec s class nemnics.
“They kill people ike Hem Bahadur
Rai, placing bombs n garbage
drums. No s, fedl

from Parsa. Among them Bhandari
issaid to be Khum Bahadur's man,
Dr Gautam was put forward by
state ministerin the Ministry for
Lol Devclopment, Dooryodhan
Singh Chaudhary, and Chaurasiya
by assstant milnister Ajaya Kumar
Chaurasya. Evidently, thenew

exploiterorhigh
‘will ever place his hand ina drum.
Do you call people who place

forthaficr
anagreementvas reached between
the minister, e mirister, and

plosives near public aps, roads,
and in drumsanythingbu
terrorists? Have they begun to
overshadow the al-Qacdaand the
“Taleban? Maybe the Talcban can
lcarn alesson from the Maoises Is
this how the people’s rule will be
esabihed: By illing nnocencs s
ist principle?

. Bhandari has
been taken inasthe accounts
specialist, Dr Gautam as the
revenue specialist, and Chaurasiya
astheadministration specialist.
Clause 41 sub-clause 6 of the
Self-Governance Act 2055 sas
that people appointed to the
Depeon: ‘ .

‘What Marx, Lenin and Mao
taughe Thisis what [di Amin and
bin Laden have raught.

The Maoist talk about
international humanitarian lav.
Butthey kill people who have
surrendered to them. In Dailckh
and alyan, the publicwimessed
them k Idicrsin cold blood.

and Inspection Committce must
have ten yearsof work experience
in the same scctor. But none of
those appointed yesterday fulfl the
riteria of the Act. Dr Gautam’s
qualificationis that he i former
mayor of Bhairahawa, Bhandariisa
school tscherand Chirsia’s

ion s thac hea relative of

They vealso killed civlians. They
Kill unarmed policical workers
who challenge theirideology.
Challenging political beliefs with
armed violence is not common
political practice.

ccently, M

theassistant minister, How could
these people beappointed when
the Act prevents their nomination?
Udayaraj Soi, Secretary of the
Local Development Ministry,
clalms thatthe thre ull he en-

restricted the movement of
villagrs n Salma, Jajarkor.
They've been doing thesamein
places like Rukum and Rolpa for
quite some time. They throw
people outof the villages, the
districts, and even the country.
“Thousands of villagers have been
forcedo e as rcf\lgses inthe
district

nbecwenlofhs Minister
Khum Bahadur Khadka salso to
beinvestigated by the Commission
for the Investigation of the Abusc
of Authority. A source at the
Department of Roads says the
CIAA has already gachered
enough papers proving Khadka's
rolein the corruption in the

of the Rapri iver

brids

Jajarkot under strict surveill
vement.

Faster,faste,faster. There shouldn’tbeany dclay.

Board: Constitutional reform

#73 Gorakhapatra, 11 March

® The Maoists killed Taranath

capiral. P berween the
Maoistsand the securiy forces
have been forced to leave the

Yogiof Dang distict while he was

in moumning for his fher.
Tt which have

country. Theg ha
dechared an emergency. The
Maoists, on their part, have

. Just last
week, the CIAA interrogated
director general of the NCCN
Ramagya Chaturved, and former
director general of the Roads
Deparement Anand Khanal.

NEPALITE!

On Life in a Fishbowt:
Dhruba Chandra Gautam

Anyone who has spent
time in a city bigger than
(metropolitan!)
Kathmandu knows that
life in Nepal can some-
times feel like life in a
fishbowl. Small events
stir great passions;
minor achievements
take on grand propor-
tions; and unexceptional
people gain the kind of
stature that should be
reserved for world-class
celebrities or geniuses.
It is easy, in small towns
like Nepal's, to become
insular and self-ab-
sorbed, and to forget that
the rest of the world is
marching ahead at a

brisk pace.
\. In the story translated

below, writer Dhruba
Chandra Gautam captures, with wit and dexterity, the nature of
a small-town society where even the most unremarkable
occurrence spawns tall tales, avid gossip and widespread
rumour-mongering. Gautam is an important modern writer of
Nepal, a prolific creator of experimental, open-ended fiction.
This story is more linear than most of his work. It is originally
found in the collection Gautamka Pratinidhi Kathaharu.

HEM SUBBA ATE PAAN

Hem Subba was new in town. But when the short man
walked down the paved road clacking his heels, many of the
town's shopkeepers bent low to offer him their namaskar. He
too was well-bred, and made sure to please everyone by
returning their greetings. In fact the reason he didn't ride a car
was that a car hindered him from making direct contact with
the people.

Hem Subba became renowned overnight through the
town. Tales about his personality spread in out-of-the-way
corners. His short profile covered the entire urban landmass.
Word spread of the politeness of his speech, and praises
were sung about the courtesy of his manners. His liberalism
was immense. Much talk was generated on the matter of his
ways and habits. Hem Subba doesn't ride a car. Hem Subba
wears thick eyeglasses. Hem Subba never touches money
with his hands. Hem Subba doesn't wear a watch. Hem
Subba doesn't drink liquor or smoke cigarettes. Hem Subba
doesn't have a wife.

Leaving aside his habit of wearing eyeglasses for a
moment; for each of his ways, there were alternative ways:

Hem Subba doesn't ride a car; he’s rich enough to ride a
Jeep.

He doesn't touch money with his hands; his pockets are
filled with coins.

Hem Subba doesn't wear a watch; he carries a gold chain
watch instead.

Hem Subba doesn't drink liquor; beer does the trick for
him. He satisfies his cravings for cigarettes by smoking cigars
instead.

Hem Subba doesn't have a wife (she died in a delivery
case); there are pictures of four or five young women in his
photo album.

Meaning, though there was some measure of renunciation
in his ways, it was not possible to view him as extraordinary or
strange. Do people become extraordinary merely because
they are talked about? Hem Subba was an ordinary, healthy
man. But for his slight stammer, his words were pleasant to
hear. But it is true that one or two of his habits were odd. For
instance, Hem Subba never ate paan.

Now paan was all the rage in the town. Everyone's mouth
was stained red. Hem Subba sometimes deigned to chew
betel nuts, but he never ate paan. Betel nuts alone, however,
do not add to the beauty of one's mouth.

There was a rich merchant in the town, who was very
amicable about eating and feeding others paan. He saw that
Hem Subba was breaking the town’s tradition: the culture was
about to erode.

On the day of the spring festival of colours, the merchant
arranged large rolls of paan on a stainless steel plate, and
made a request: “Hajoor, you must try this today.”

Hem Subba was inflamed: “Don't you know that | never eat
paan? | don't want to look like I've rubbed blood on my mouth
by eating paan. Paan causes cancer, return that plate at once!”

Hem Subba put on some red abhir powder, and chewed
some cloves and cardamoms, but he did not eat any paan.
The merchant got quite worried; was the town's culture
doomed to erode, then?

He made a second attempt. He invited Hem Subba to his
daughter's wedding. Hem Subba came. The merchant placed
cloves and cardamoms on a silver plate, then decorated it with
yellow rolls of paan. He said, “Hajoor, on the occasion of my
daughter's wedding, some special paan.”

This time Hem Subba spoke calmly, “Sahuji, paan does
not suit my health, thank you, I'l have the cloves and carda-
moms.”

The merchant offered him the cloves and cardamoms.

Then the time came for Hem Subba’s daughter's wedding.
Hem Subba looked very worried: what was he to do, how was
he to proceed? Marrying off a daughter is as difficult as fighting
the Mahabharat wars. One must consider one’s own good
name, as well as the good names of the town's important

MANJUSHREE THAPA

people by inviting them all. Massive preparations got on way.

Two days before the wedding, the merchant appeared and
asked, “Hajoor, might | be of any service?"

“There's nothing particular for you to do, Sahuji, though it's
natural, of course, that | be worried,” Hem Subba said.

“No need to worry, Hajoor," said the merchant. “We are
always there for you. How could the marriage of your four
daughters diminish your resplendent wealth? And even if your
wealth were diminished, it would be replenished by the gods,
if they so pleased.”

For a while there was talk of other matters related to the
wedding. After this, the merchant slowly took out a plate, this
time of gold. Well, maybe it was just gold-plated, or maybe it
was really gold. The merchant had also brought along some
paan. He arranged a few rolls on the plate. These were silver-
coated paans giving off the fragrance of roses.

The merchant said, “Eat these, hajoor, you must enjoy
yourself at the time of your daughter's wedding. Your daughter
is my daughter too, after all.”

The merchant had spoken extremely warmly, in a way that
touched the heart. Hem Subba hesitated, “But Sahuji, perhaps
this will cause some harm?”

“No, hajoor, it will cause no harm at all. I've fed paan to
some very important people, and it's never harmed anyone.
Paan increases blood, it digests food. Just try eating one, this
once.”

This time, Hem Subba pulled the plate towards himself. He
put one paan in his mouth, and experiencing its taste and the
pleasure of its juices, he said, “Sahuji, | never knew in all my
days that paan could be so juicy!"

The merchant smiled and said, “There was just this one
flaw in your ways, hajoor. In all other respects, you were a
diamond, an absolute diamond.”

“So when will you feed me paan next, Sahuji?"

“I'l attend to it at once, hajoor,” the merchant said, placing
his hand in his pocket.

This time Hem Subba took a double helping, and put it in
his mouth, looking very pleased. He ordered the merchant
never to come to his house without bringing some paan. Then
he strode towards the jeep that the merchant had prepared for
him to go shopping for his daughter's wedding.
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FiLM
< Films on Nepal Chickenshit and Ash, and Listen to the Wind. 5.30PM, 17 March, Rus-
sian Cultural Centre, Kamalpokhari.

EXHIBITION

< Open House with exhibition of self-caricatures and current issues in oils at The Hermit-
age Mahankal, home and garden of artist Manuj Babu Mishra. 12 noon-5PM, 15 Friday. Ring
487985 for directions.

< Prints by Noriko Saito, Japan. On show at the Siddharth Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revis-
ited. 18-31 March, 11AM-6PM except Saturdays.

EVENTS

< St Patrick's Day Party with live Irish music by An Fainne, dancing and poetry. Free
admission, cash bar and food. 17 March, 4-7PM, Shambhala Garden, Shangri-La Hotel
412999

< Sunshine and Irish cheer Special Irish menu, St Patrick's Day, 17 March. Kilroy's of
Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

< Live music and Irish coffee Fixed price Irish dinner with complimentary Irish coffee. K-
Too! Beer and Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043

< Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and Buddhist
gods Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400.
Nepali folk tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, hotel restaurant. Hotel
Vajra, 271545

Music
< Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINK

< Hit the Roof Now open till 8.30PM, exotic cocktails, roll-ups etc, live music Fridays. Splash
Bar & Grill, Radisson Hotel. 411818

< Classic teas Thirty teas including all Dilmah Tea's herbals, greens, blacks and Oolongs.
Also Ilam, Darjeeling, Makaibari and more. The Coffee Shop, Hotel de I'Annapurna.

FOOD

< Newari Bhoj Traditional snacks, drinks and meals, outdoors or indoor, in a restaurant
designed by Bhaktapur artisans. Lajana Restaurant. Lazimpat. 413874

< The Tharu Kitchen at Jungle Base Camp Lodge, Bardiya. Traditional Tharu dishes and
drinks every evening, cooking classes starting this month. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com.

< Charcoalz Buffet with grilled delicacies from around the world, glass of lager, live music and
strawberries with cream. Non-vegetarian Rs 595 and vegetarian Rs 495, tax included. Poolside,
Yak & Yeti Hotel. 248999

< Singaporean and Malaysian food Satay, rice, soymilk dishes, curry puffs and more. Near St
Mary’s School. Sing Ma, the Food Court. foodcourt@wlink.com.np. 520004

< Variable chef's special luncheons Special rates for office goers, 12-3PM. Dwarika's Hotel.
479488

< Oriental lunchtime Special lunch menu, Rs 350 per head everyday 12 noon-3PM, China
Garden, Hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

< The Big Breakfast Hearty farmer's breakfast, plain nutritious food, or all-time favourites.
Daily until 11AM, The Café, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

< Lunch, tea and dinner European and American cuisine with fine wines. La'Soon Res-
taurant and Vinotheque, Pulchowk. 535290

< Barbecue lunch with complimentary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children.
Saturdays at the Godavari Village Resort, Rs 650 per head. 560675

GETAWAYS

< Getaway to Thailand One-way flight Kathmandu to Bangkok, $210 including insurance
charges. Going Places Travel, Kathmandu. 061-23402, 251400

< Pimms, Pathways and Picnics Rs 6,000 for a couple for two
nights and three days, including easy trek to The Peace Pagoda o
with guide and packed lunch one day, buffet breakfast on all days.
Complimentary airport transfers, extra bed complimentary for
children under 12 years. 15 percent discount on F&B. Shangri-La Village, Pokhara. 435741
< Rhododendron Getaway at the Horseshoe Resort in Mude, three hours from
Kathmandu. Two days of rhododendron walks in forests, package tours at $30 per day, all
meals and sauna included. resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

< Muktinath Darshan Two nights/three days on B&B basis with Pokhara/Jomsom/Pokhara
flights and airport, resort transfers. Indian nationals Rs 6,999 per head, expats $250 per
head. Jomsom Mountain Resort, salesjom@mail.com.np or jmr@soi.wlink.com.np. 496110
< Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an organic farm in Gamcha, south of
Thimi. Up to Rs 1,200 per person per night including meals. aaa@wlink.com.np.

< Heritage package Two nights including a six-course Nepali dinner, massage, breakfast.
$155 per couple, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepaliimes, cnm]

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

This picture taken at noon on Wednesday shows a
northwesterly cloud front sweeping across northern India
and Nepal. The strong high pressure zone prevailing over
the Tibetan Plateau s sucking in cold dry air into Nepal.
The Tibetan high is also getting stronger due to replenish-
ment of cold air masses from the polar regions. This will
push the front into Nepal over the weekend, but this is a
moistureless system and won't bring much rain. The
northwesterly will ensure crisp and fresh afternoon
breeze over Kathmandu Valley into next week keeping the
heat in check. Morning temperatures will rise further.
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BOOKWORM
Paty Building in Nepal: Organization,
Mand.ala Book Point, Kathmandu, 2002

Aoomparanv:s[udvof(l\chpa]ACongmmdLl’N “UML Theauthor traces the paries' numerous
from cadre-based

rishna Hachhethu

Herpetology in Nepal Dr Tej Kumar Shrestha
Bimala Shrestha, Kathmandu, 2001

Rs 1,200

Afield guide to theamphil d reptils of trans-Himalayan Asia. Nepal'sdi ety of newts,
Frogs,snakes,lzards, crocodiles and turdles re described and h hsand

drawings. Theauthoral

f terraria, vivaria and the
Fdeclining b d describes the rol hibiansand

reptilesin myth. b |

Spy on the Roof of the World Sydney Wignall

Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2002

Rs472

Theauthor's 1950s cimt diton to the Himal dout
thatinvolved the Chineseand Ind; thehighestlevel. themany
& # spesoperaingon Nepal s border ith Tibe, isgroup wasapred by the People’ Liberation Army.
cover the Hi ison

bealife-th jingad

e’

reat epics.

French Lover Tadlima Nasrin, trans. Srecjata Guha
Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2002
Rs400
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Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Semi-furnished spacious house in quiet
residential area near UN complex, suitable for
foreign family. Contact 521024

Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on.
Special events on full moon. Open daily 11AM-
8.30PM. 480262.

English teacher required Part-time hours.
Excellent pay and conditions. Must be native
speaker. Tel: 429590

+ K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
+ “highest", “first" or any other superlative. Just a
« relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
+ coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
Reflexology! The therapist applies alternating « moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House.
pressure to the feet. It reduces stress, pro- * 433043
motes relaxation and good health. Email .
buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 410735 + HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced
+ or repaired by HVB's Professional Mechanics
+ at the HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories
+ and parts available. Second hand bikes bought/
« sold/hired. New and reconditioned mountain
- bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain Bikes—
« Tours and Expeditions. 437437.

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at

Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant
and terraces with views of stupa and Himala-
yas. International vegetarian specialties, pizza
from clay oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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t 10 March,
fourthinos were sedated in the
Royal Chivian National Park

and loaded on to trucks to makealong

impresive 3.8 percencannually. The
i l, in fact,

individual thinos, which are then
driven by a team of 0 clephants
inoopen grastand. Oncasecp
each animal i ded

The 2,200 kg migrant
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furure,” he added.
Nepali environmentalists and
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transporcasingle hino from Chitwan
o Bardiya.

 Although Nepalscstimited
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protect the country's thino popula-

tion—there have been 137 poaching
arrests since the mid-1990s.
L

tood at 800 in

thebestofher kind, The po-
grammeshows hatconsenaion

‘)sn sixteen years later that
number was down to abom 100

was declared last November, the
army troop tha atol he Civvan

effortssuch as chi
cconomic benefic for (hc county,
says Dr Chandra Gurung of the
WWF Nepal Program, with
ccotourism emerging as a major cash
induscry in the Chinvan area.
“Conservation has been a major
success for Nepal,” says Dr Gurung.
“The environmental work s caried
out by Nepalsand the countryis
g the cconomic rewards.”
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o, this
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and
how much longer the rhino would
bearound in Nepal, The wide-
spread poaching thar existcd
throughout South Asia before
World War Il—in 1938, for
example, a huning expedition in
Nepal killed 38 rhinos — threac-
encd rhinos s well s other specics.
Meanwhile, the natural habitat of
the thino, which at one time was
found in the stretch of and from
the Hindu Kush to rhe mountains
of Burma, was also being encroached
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National Park h: d their
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also “Nepal's national parks arc
endangered,” #77.) Bur, says Dr
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wwork with animals o bing
tourst nto the park.

Now that the thinos are back on
track, conservation officialsand
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conservation programsthat could
help shinos and other threatened
species o thrive n larger arcas.
Meingma Narbu Sherpa, a dirctor

endosed wooden pen,
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National Park this week i t y ofthemin Chiowan Dr Shanta Jnawaliof the King | among government agencies, NGOs
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destruction and hunting decimated its
numbers o ust 100in 1966.
Departmentof
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that scems

are “very good”, providing that
conservation remains  high priority
inthelong term. “Aslong s you
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\X’onld Wildlife Fund (WWF) and
the US Fishand Wildlife Service. The
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Bikers' day out

April 13th and 14th (Saturday & Sunday)
Chaitra 31 2058 and Baishakh 1 2059 at the

Jawalakhel Ground from
12 PM to 6 PM.
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Meet fellow bike lovers o Live performances - extra rockilicious! ® Meet the
Himalayan Enfeilders o Check out some of the hottest bikes in the city ®Win
prizes brought to you by Syakar Company and others © Food Stalls ®Face Paint

or details or inquiries,
com.np,
M.y

WAVE

mnduunun, hil
de the $4,000 it costs to

andin Nepalin the
1950s, the eradication of malaria,
which caused the plains populacion
toboom.

d Specics for WWE-
US, saysthat more work neads to be
done o protect narural habirars hat
saddle nternational boundarics.

ek buious firly soon
that something had to be donc, and
in 1957 Nepal passed its first thino
protction k. By 1973, the

h

The WWF is working to develop a
biological corridor berwecn Assam
and Bhutan, and proposals have

been madeto create the “Tarai Arc”

government
about the threat t0 Nepal s wildife
tocreate the country's first nacional
parkin Chicwan and pass siffani-
poachinglaws. Today more than 18
percent of the counery's land is
under sate protection. Anci-

Jso helped to

dlometresin Nepal and norchern
India, Asanimal populations reach
capacity in enclosed areas, argues
Sherpa, thatit s important to open
up largerareasofland o they can
spread out, “We feel that success in
Nepalsn'tenough.” ¢
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Much ado about
nothing much

W irhnur furrhsrado. letus use chis p:ricd of relative calm befim rh:onx:t

ofthevorksof Willam (5l bhakc:pcar: Assomeofyoumybe
Knoving or
$

d, and man

\JM\VH-V‘-J buddinet
p:

ofhi "

ion of ours.
ttional credo: “Neverdo

untoothers what you o toyoursef”)

When he got face-to-face with Nepal's great versifers,

Billrealisd just how much harder he nceded to

work to polish hisiambic pentameter,inject

more subilety to his symbolism, and be less

clumsy with his morphologyand syntas.

Bus, inspired by some of our great poct

Taureates, Bill lear fastand honed his cafi,

%, goingon tobecomerichand famous, and
the inventor of such vibrant words as:

“aounds”, “forsooth”’ and “bung-hole” (this

Tast word waslter shamelesly plagiarised by

two terrorists going by the nom de guerre:

i “Beavisand Butthead’).

Bill Shakespeare'sworks carry many

references to thesightsand sounds and, yes, the smels of Kathmandu Va.ll

Take this verse that he penned afer an exhilarating hot-air alloon ride over our

faircity, and later used in Macbeth:

Fairis fouland foul s fir
Hoverthrough the fogand fihy air

ly
h istook the sh

P
he saw in and around Kathmandu. Sometim

goars fordogs,like:
Aroincthee, O, Sparcan dog, [ do bescech you.
Fe

Black ram tupping with your white ewe.

Otk hisvivid descriptionofth b dumpat Kishna Gall, which the

bad y day on hisway o his
muedﬂa(alChaknpar.

There's hel, here’s darkness,

There’ssulphrouspit, burning,scalding:
Stench, Consumprion!

Forsooth,fire burn and cauldron bubble
Inche poison‘dentrails throw
Fillcofafenny snake,

Eyeofnews, and ocof fiog:
Woolofbar,and tongucof dog;

Adder’ fork, and blind-worm's g,
Liard'slg; and howlecswing

Dirch de/:vsrdbya drab.

b Jiics, Bill ofi 4

pottrvzftzrmdmg the Nepali morning papers:
Fetch hat minister hicher:
Thou rogue, thou
Thouarca helish vilain, hell hath no end
Thouburstchincassin thy back o'r he dirt
Whatprofinewreccharcchou?
And o that daundless cmper ofhis mind, alack,
Forsupporting robbr, shallwe now
Contaminate our fingers with base bribes

tyspa herash

Asmay be grasped thus.

Sha.k:spﬂmwasa]mlmpmwad it he hnguid pceof fein Nepal,and

Nepali habic of never doing today what can be done

tomormow:

Tomorrow, and tomorrow and tomorrow

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day

To the lastsyllable of recorded time

Andallour yeserdays have lighted fools.

Andrh n again, byhe llaslecp at the drop of a

hadk

Tosleep, perchance to dream, cherc’s he rub

Osleep, ogentleseep,

Nature'ssoft nursc how  have fiighted thee

Thatthou no morewilt no more weigh my cye-lids down

Prithee, letmesnore sitah.

For,othenwise,Iwillknock you over the mazzard.

Zounds! Why may notimag bunghole?

i his personal freedom

cmergency, Old Bll managed tosay:
Alarum'd by thissenincl,
Tawake.

dd hy d by astate of

Benorofinded

Ispeaknotas inabsolute farof you
Ithinkourcounrysinks beneath theyoke:
Ieweeps, ibleeds

And ach newday agash isadded to her wounds.
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