22 - 28 March 2002

SACRED VALLEy

- &

Ulimate

Computer
"0

16 pages

2

EXCLUSIVE

Free editor

There are growing demands from
domestic and international human rights
groups for the release of detained
Journalists, including Shyam Shrestha,
editor of Mulyankan, who was taken in at
Kathmandu airport last Saturday. More
than 70 journalists have been
arrested since November, 28
remain in detention and have &
not been produced in #
court. Amnesty
International said
this week: ‘It is
clear there is a
grave law and
order threat to the country, however in
sucha must be
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tional human rights standards.”

(See also p5)

New NIBL

Nepal Rastra Bank has cleared the sale
of Nepal Indosuez Bank Limited to a
consortium of Nepali buyers. The new
company will have the same acronym,
NIBL, but will stand for Nepal Investment
Bank Limited. The clearance of the sale
of Crédit Agricole stock came after rival
bidders played out their dispute in the
media last week. This week the NRB.
issued its 10" Directive on prudential
banking and ownership, then sacked the
board of Lumbini Bank. (See also p7)
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defaulters, inflated costs in road
projects, digging into forest ministry files
and looking at the satelite licensing row
at Space Time Network.
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The mutdetous midc

The Maoist insurgency has now been reduced to a body count. But behind every

amon .

tion proposal, Deuba will have to think
hard abour the repercussions back home.
Greater Indian involvementin resolving the
cisiscither through mediacion or military
meanswillincrease Indian influencein
Kathmandu. Which may bewhat New

faclae free movementofpeopleand rade. It
mayalso makeitcasirfor thesparksof
Nepal'sMaoistvar tospill verinto the
tinder-iy furmsof iar, Jarkbandand
AndhraPradesh. ¢
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backsh ithin Nepl and fuelfrcher
f Indian intentions.
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death is the loss of a loved one, a loss to society, and a family tragedy.

andznxmdxﬁﬂowanhc]xwammmdw
University in New Deihi)

ground

from his body, and there were signs of torture: long half-inch deep khukuri
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Ram Mani Gyawall would have been alive luday if he wasn't so concerned gashes all over his body.

about: illage of Kerunga in “The body mut
Ram times, the Maoists’ -

hit-list and had been living in Kathmandu for the past three months. But last - village and wanted to improve it."

week he had to go to Butwal to take delivery of a transformer so he could

fititin Kerunga. The family, including his wife, four children and grandchil-
dren were settiing down for the night when there was a knock on the:

door. “Ram Dai," someone called.

He was overpowered by Maoists with pistols and
khukuris. There was a quick ‘trial”. Others overpowered his
‘wife and son upstairs, and looted their belongings. Ram
Mani's body was found later, his head was nearly severed

-
Ram Mani Gyawali

tilated,
Mani's younger brother Laxman says. “He was killed because he loved his

he had been hit "Ram

Laxman, his wife Sita who was also beaten up, and Ram Mani's family are

«~ inKathmandu's cremation site at Aryaghat this week for the 13-day mourning
period. Ram Mani was targeted because he was honest, plain-
By ‘speaking and a popular VDC chairman. Last year, the Maoists

had asked for a Rs 200,000 “donation”. The brothers not only
refused to pay, but also held a press conference to say
why they were not giving in to extortion.
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henever a new Nepali leader travels to India to pay
his mandatory homage to the Delhi Darbar, the main

question at home is always: what is he selling off this

time? It is no different this week. Even before Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba left on Wednesday for Delhi, parliamen-
tarians were vociferously demanding that the veil of secrecy
over the visit be lifted. This is understandable, because
historically our leaders haven't brought back much from India.
More often than not, they end up giving something away.

Usually a river.

The level of Indian aid for infrastructure and other projects
in Nepal is now the lowest it has ever been. And Deuba's

present visit comes at a time of unprecedented national crisis.

The Nepali state has never been this feeble, hence the
suspicion in Kathmandu that Delhi will use this weakness to

exact secret deals.

Our distrust of Big Brother is nothing new, and it pre-dates
the independence of the Republic of India. The unified Nepal
nation was a young and xenophobic entity, and we didn't trust
the British East India Company in Calcutta. In fact the two
belligerents collided and went to war in 1814.

With the Ranas, Nepal turned anglophile and in doing so,
antagonised the native Indian public. Generations later, there
is still residual historical memory among north Indians of
Nepali soldiers coming to the rescue of the British in Lucknow
in 1857, and of the involvement of Gurkha soldiers under
General Dwyer in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.

After independence, the love-hate relationship between us
got more acute. And every new episode—from the 1950 treaty,
through the Kosi agreement, the blunder of Rajiv Gandhi's

blockade of our border, to Tanakpur and Laxmanpur, the Hrithik
Roshan riots and the torturous talks to renew the trade treaty—
confirmed Nepalis' worst fears about India's “grand design”.

In the messy post-democracy period, it didn't help that our
knee-jerk politicians milked latent anti-Indian sentiment for all it
was worth at election time. One ex-prime minister (who shall
remain nameless) even tried to assure Indian leaders during
a visit to Delhi—after being elected on a vigorous anti-Indian
platform—not to take his rabble-rousing speeches seriously
because “aap samajte hain, elections mein kya kya karna
padta hai".

Keeping relations tense and primed to be chronically at
breaking point doesn't do the people of either of our countries
any good. It is time we realised that the futures of Nepal and
India are intertwined. The Nepali people and this country's
governments must show pragmatism and look for ways we can
take advantage of India's vastness, rather than working our-
selves up into an insecure frenzy about it.

Indian leaders and business leaders, for their part, must
realise that a prosperous and stable Nepal of 24 million poten-
tial consumers is in its own national interest. Petty-mindedness
does not befit a nation of India's stature. Destabilising Nepal,

and keeping it poor by
hassling it on trade will
help neither country.
Itis hard to
remember any time
in the modern history of
our nations when relations
were actually cordial and

E OPEN BORDER, CLOSED MINDS

constructive. The nearest we got to such a state was probably
during the premiership of IK Gujral when the doctrine that went
by his name took shape. The 1996 trade treaty dramatically
boosted bilateral trade. Unfortunately, we never took full advan-
tage of the treaty to put our own house in order by identifying
products for a manufacturing and industrial base. The renewal
of the treaty last month was two steps forward and three steps
back, and signified, finally, the demise of the Gujral Doctrine. But
our business elite must realise that greater value addition on
exports is actually in our own long-term interests, not India’s.

The list of festering problems with India is long: embank-
ments along the border, Kalapani, Pancheswor, the cancella-
tion of PIA overflights which penalises Nepal for the inability of
India and Pakistan to get along, restrictions on Nepal's exports,
delays in getting the Birgunj dry port going, and the state-
instigated propaganda about ISI activities which has helped
decimate Indian tourism to Nepal.

The latest thorn is the widespread perception in Nepal that
the Maoists receive support from across the border. To be sure,
the Indian foreign minister did hastily declare the Maoists.
“terrorists” in November. But Delhi hasn't moved much beyond
that. The Indian government may not be supporting the Maoists,
but it is not doing much to curb their activities on its soil either.

The lesson from all this is that bilateral relations between
Nepal and India need to be addressed at the highest political
level. We can no longer leave it to the babus on both sides. We
can no longer try to solve the problems piecemeal as and when
they crop up. As long as there is no political understanding
between India and Nepal, there will always be some crisis or
other threatening ties.

ith barely ten daysto go before his
W threatened five-day “Nepal
shutdown”, Maoistleader
Prachandaissued a statement saying his
groupiswilling o announcea unilateral
ceasefire, cancel the bandhand resume the
negotiations broken offin November, His
colleague Baburam Bhattara sent out faxes
on 15 March addressed to “Dear Forcign
Tourists”saying they will ot be harmed,
butthat they should avoid travelling o
Nepalduring the 2-6 April shudown.

“Then comes news that top Nepali
Congress leadership has sccretly meta
Maoist central committee member. Even
though we cannot say for sure what all
these overtures mean, we can try to
predict what the Maoist strategy is, based
on these developments.

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
stll ecls personally betrayed by the Maoists
for reaking offtalks and attacking the
army in November, Heis nomood to
talk, buteven he seems to be under
pressure o hold outa tenuous olive
branch. This he may do in thestate that
gave bith to the Naxalite movement, and
where Indian Maoists were ruthlessly
crushed by Indira Gandhi.

Ourown Maoists may be out of touch
with international reality, but they have no
qualmsabout using objective domestic
conditions to s their needs. Even while

Deadend deadline .

The Maoists are under pressure to strike a better balance
between their armed struggle and legitimate political protest.

he classic Maoist pinc
long term people’s war egitimate
(democtaic)protests make upabouthalf
the game plan, the rest comprisesarmed
attacks and extortion. These two ap-
proaches complement cach other. The
attacksat Dangand Accham took the war
toa newlevel, butit ost the Maoists
publicsupporand damaged the
political face of their struggle. Now
[ they are under pressure osrikea
better balance between legitimate
protestand armed struggl.
“The recent Maoistsatements could
alsobea plan to confse the Deuba
government further, by offring to alk and
prying open fssures within the Congess by
‘mecting Koirala, Butif our memory sill
holds,the Maoss did exactly the same
with Detbawhen Koirala s prime
minister ast year. Thatallthree rebel
tactics—the talks, continued fightingand
bandhs—are being used together could be
hines (Fhincs e still needed) that the
Maoistsunderstand that the heavy death
toll of soldiers in Mangalsen has lile
meaning unless they are able o show
theirpresencein the treets of Kachmanda.
Even though s not openly arcicu-
lated, the main agenda of Deuba'svisic o
Indias the Maoist problem. The possibil-
ity of an agreement on joint Nepal-India
moves to fight the Maoists also cannot

the Prachanda statement was being faxed  defeats, have made d dsrecentdy  been damaged by the perception that the The Maoiss had ancicpated thatthe e ruld ou. [ the Maoists otsce the
to media, the Maoi army  on ebel traini dhideouts—an  leadership depends India,  armywould bed them,but  possibilty of India attacking Nepal
truck at Kerabari on the Mugling- indication ofbetrerintell d “Thesame nternational factorsthat forced  they had not expected that the govern-  using the excuse of fighting them, and

Narayanghat highway and at Sanghachok
on the Chautara road, killing 10 police-
men and soldicrs.

“These atacks may have larger signifi-

have reacted to this with their recent
overtures, chat s a positive develop-
ment, and doesn’t harm their public
relations cicher

ment would also declare a sate of
emergency. This compliated their
plans o gain pmpﬂ.g:md.\ milege 0

capabilty. Al this could be mnmbum\g ©

widening the nternal

Maoistleadership.
Ifthe surpriseattacks on the milicary

(hc Tamil mgm tosucforpesce in S
g the Maoists to

ncgnm(c Prachanda and Baburamare

nowbranded teroristsa bin Laden.

cance,since they occurred on main bartcs n Dangand Sallesinifiedthe— Someof the morc rual murdersof But the Maoists have to articulae
highways and reacively close o the capital.  beginningofthei then Jactivistsand teachers in mndmgasapn[mcalfmw.\nddsugct this analysis publicly before we c
s possible that the rebel leadership hinks  the recent overturesfor unilateral ceasc st ished their wwithdraw thearmy:  reachany conlusion. Also i hey are
the i s now comerocmploy Mags <ol isead. Th Jutionary i dealypopulism.  continue fighting or alk. i i
doctrine of ngulae’ It chink hewar, otherwise  Th des now need to ty and restore “Thereisa discernible trend in the

o assuage the goals ofthe “people’
war' then that could prove derimental
o the country. i i
that drawing India in

would be oversight to take these two
attacks s only build-up forthe forthcoming
bandh. The Maoists go by the book, and
may be tying o function within their

there s no raconale for offering a unilateral
ceasefire now. It could also be that the
carlier opponent of the ceasefie, war
strategist Comrade Badal, is out of action

theirpolitical credential. Maoistsovertues for talks—they have
“Thiscould be why the Maoistsare doneit ither before orafte cvery major

being forced by public opinion toresort o attack. But the Kathmandu inteligentsia

more democratic means of protestsuchas issccmingly unaware of his, The rebels

declared gume plan ofincitingasimultane-  forone reason or other. handhv.\nddialoguc.Andmgcuhm-, fully know that ifhereare talksthey can term incerest. ¢
STATE OF THE STATE by CK LAL ous mass upridngand nsurgency. Evenifthey will neveradmitit publicly,  they will even hold hands with theirarch  regroup and reasses heir position. But
Bucdh imabotoa - theMavkshaveacrodbilyandimage  oemy.Gifa Koil Tndis g of they haveltcle to lose with fighting on, (Puskar Gautam is a former Maost
certain defensiveness. The Royal Nepal proken. Theipolccl ol sslping, — pover heend y no  sincethey King troubl district commander for Okhaldhunga
Armyand the Armed Police afierinitial | there s anarchy i the ranks, and they have ¢ ble o cither side. for the scurity forces with ambushes. and left the movement three years ago.)

GOOD REPORTING

The sigh of the tarai

they wanted complete state 2,100 kg migrant", #85). move on and make Nepal

ol the dificrence bervween the
presidentof the Nepali Congress
Girja Prasad Koiralaand UML

I s getting increasingly diffcule

The manufactured consent of mainstream Nepali
monoculture must be replaced with an inclusive pluralism.

lesser creatures,and treats every
oneclscasthe “other” that needs
tobe resisted in order o preserve
the purity o theslf,

ofall politcal parcies o keep the
promisc they made to the clectorate
through their clction manifestos.
Butthe political lass mustalso

The article, (“Lull in
Lamjung,” #84) by Hemlata
Rai gave a rare realistic
scenario of how the insur-
gency is affecting ordinary

Secretary General MadhavNepal.  that concerned theaudience. But,  or tolerated, but they were never consensus was sought to be If chis description reads likea  raise issues tharare equally urgent, people in the countryside.
Atevery public platform these days  sadly, even though both leaders accepted s cqual partnesin manufactured around theidendity  caricature, just ask any proud and pethaps even more imporcant. Thanks to her and o you for
hey are spoutingth fepresent they  society. of the country's cultural lite. And  Nepali what it means to be one. People of the tarai need equal such excellent field reporting
t d failed o realise t jtudeand ! itwas peddled Teisthis mind-set that needs andjustopportunitis o engage at a time of emergency.
rushed through the presentsession  gravity of the citizenship crisis. by shifting from punitive to dentity if Messrs pluralisi Budhisara Rai
of the parliament will magically Like other pahari bahuns hey i Tl practi wolled education Koiralaand Nepal are serious Nepaliidenity. The languages of Hong Kong
solveallthe country's problems.  couldn’t conerol ¢ threat of punishment for a non- about “ of citizenship  the trai have to be saved from
Theyarelke itinerantsalesmenat — lesson or two to the eminent conforming population was e theidolatry method of  of tarai people”. And itcan’tbe  extinction. There hasto bea SRI LANKA'S LESSON
Ratna Park peddling potions: audience on theimporaanceof coupled with rewards and benefits  crearinghegemony. Symbolswere  resolved bya hurried constitu-  change in theartitude of the Afer reading your editorial
“Babuji, Bhaiyaji,buyandapply  being“a Nepalifirst, and thena for those whoagreed tobeco-  manipulated to persuade the tional amendment. culural elie that makes the tarai (‘Learning from Sri Lanka
Jalim Lotion; itis guaranteed to madhes?.Predicubly,noonewas  opted. This was the period when  vietims thatcwas in theirbes Averyl fNepalis dhori-k iganji and Afghanistan,” #84) my
cureallyour ailments.” evenamused, ddle-class madhesisbegan o interest to obeyauthority. Perhaps  of tarai origin face hassles geti k poor own (sad) thought is that it is
Atacolloquium organised by Peopleof the tarai especially those  discard their dhotis en masse. the min purpowufrhtproje(mf izenship Andici jokes. Aboveall, i [y of what hap-
araiineellectuals st Sarurday,” wholivin Kachmandu This clcist acticof ereating.~ Nepalip hihe almost ddress th thatisducto pened in Sri Lanka twice with
Koirala and Nepal were once endured theHrithik  and exercising hrough bl yofthe  problem offundamental rights veryNepaiinademocricy. The the Mandst JVP. There were
agin doing ther ductnsisting - Roshan pisode, know only toowell  carrotand stick approach, however,  crown in Nepali society. But the  without rationalising ctizensh Nepali C UMLaan genuine grievances of
that th, they tobealesserNepali  had limited effectsinceitinvolved  temple built to house the deity | provisions aiding people that the JVP articu-
proposc n th will in jth the onlythose who had adiectsakein s acquired its own sanciey over i But he ore sueisth | Jated. But the way in which
somehow address all th P jectof militane Thetwilersof  aperiod of time, andacultof  conceprof Nepalipanitself. I¢s the: More than the problems of the they did it, and their unwill
of tarai people in addition to N:‘pa]tpan Infac( the lcm\usdﬂs theani were lefealone toshoulder  Nepalipan continues to thrive definton of his tem thatwil pastordificlesof the presnt, ingness to negotiate, made
solving the Maoist problem. culraldiversityas — around the ideological construct lieyand has to make them a terrible force. They

Tewas difficult o find how the
cry ofthe tarai can be reconciled
it the desit fthe o main

democrax,yandpuralmn.

“The history of Nepal's main-
stramculural bgemony dates
back o the Rana oligarct
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thevalucsof the ruling s were

leng asthey didn't posea threat o
the rulngclicc. Iewas the Nav-
Ranasof King Birendra’s court that
introduced amuch more subtle,but
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Nepalisof tarai origin wasthe one
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lture. Through the
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weof] d symbols,a

of Panchawt

democyin Nepa]
tight thatcan't

an |dm| Nepaliwears mayalposh-
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vithababhun sz, prys 033

de

be dcmed toany Nepali, and the
Kathmandu litis nor bestowing
any favoursonaai popleby

allowances for the challenges thata
society may have to facc in rhc
future. Any ch d must

used terror—for instance
killing over a hundred

givethe disudvantaged—including

madhesis—agreatersy. Itcn'tjust

crore Hindu dei ks m
upon e el o speciesas

ofurgency. I¢s the moral bl

bean.mm !

fice. ¢

bus drivers just
because they broke JVP
“curfew” days. The JVP were
not prepared to negotiate:

power. So they were destroyed
(at a terrible human cost) by
the state, which used terrorist
means as well. Today we live
in a free society. If the JVP had
won, | doubt it. A pure military
solution was possible in Sri
Lanka, perhaps because the
rich-poor divide is less acute
and the country is much more
compact. Nepal is much larger
and the terrain much more
difficult, the state cannot
concentrate its forces suffi-
ciently for such a direct military
solution. Perhaps Nepal will
need a dual track military and
political solution.

J de Silva

Colombo

CK LAL

| am writing to thank
you for bringing us
CK Lal, who week
after week amazes us
with the breadth and depth
of his knowledge. His
analytical skill and
comprehensive under-
standing of a wide
range of subjects is

=

unique. Thank you Nepali
Times and Himal
Khabarpatrika for introducing
this bilingual writer to a large
Nepali and foreign readership.
Nick Sharma
by email

A more useful way than CK
Lal's concept of concentricity
(“Fatal attraction,” #84) to
describe the organisation of
the Maoist outfit is that of the
netwar. In a netwar, small,
mobile, self-contained cells
operate inde-
pendently to

inflict maximum damage on
the opposition. You neutralise
a cell at Terhathum in east
Nepal and they come back
with a devastating rejoinder in
the western part of the
country. In a netwar, you know
not where the next blow is
going to come from. To
rephrase an ancient meta-
phor, the Maoist centre is
everywhere and nowhere. The
government's counterinsur-
gency strategy must incorpo-
rate the concept of netwar and
launch a multi-fronted offen-
sive that aims to deliver not
only a crushing blow to the
Maoists but also social and
economic justice to the rest of
the population. Salutations to
CK Lal for his courage in
articulating his thoughts
boldly in the face of obvious
Maoist threats.
Kanden Thebe
Phakhola, Taplejung

RHINOS
Nice piece on rhino transloca-
tion by Andrew Nash (‘The

Rhino conservation is a
success story, but this is
threatened by a surge in
poaching. If this rate of
poaching persists it could
wipe out Nepal's achieve-
ments in saving the rhino
from extinction.

M Devkota

Austria

SHAKESPEARE
Who does Kunda Dixit think
he is, Sir Richard Burton?
His Under My Hat (“Much ado
about nothing much?", #85)
has convinced me that our
country is a Shakespearean
tragedy in the making. | liked
the last poignant bit: “Each
new day, a gash is added to
her wounds.” Nice, subtle
touch.

Rina Subba

by email

| was enthralled to read Mr
D's “Much ado about nothing
much”. | hope that once the
current “Tempest” passes,
we will be able to say “All's
Well That Ends Well" and

great and peaceful again,
“Measure by Measure.”
However, currently, “Some-
thing is rotten in the state of
Denmark,” so what do we do?
“As you like it", Mr. D, you can
either say “Something wicked
this way comes” and satirise
the situation or attempt to
improve it by saying that this
is “a stage where every man
must play a part”.

Bhaskar Tripathy

by email

“What fools these mortals be".
Snark. Snark.

Cecile Balgos

Mexico City

Thanks to Kunda Dixit's bardic

bonanza we now

know not only the hitherto

unknown fact that Will

Shakespeare actually trav-

elled overland to Nepal

to hone his literary skills, but

also the reason

behind so many “whores and

knaves” peopling his plays.
Saradchandrika Sharma

Bagh Bazaar
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A RAI IN LAMJUNG
by

W b Lamjung Hospital is, by
Nepalistandards, sophisti-

ated for such a rural

ting. But even more surprising
By

s that this 25-bed hospital is

mznagu] entirely by the commu-

of “community-partcipation” b
becomea development cliché in
anything
ahospital for the
locals, by the locals and of the
locals.

“This new concept of commu-
nity hospitals in Lamjungand
Dhalikhel might be the beginning
of aquict revolution in health
carein rural Nepal. Organisations

Rukum, Dhading, Kavre and
Sindhupalchok. “Delivering
e s casicr than it
looks—so long s decisions arc
allowed to be made by local
people where the hospitals are
being built,” says Dr Ram Kantha
Makaju, director of Dhulikhel
Hospital. The trick s to take the
localsinto confidence, and lec
them run i

Even so, the larger public
health Nepalis precey
disastrous, There is on average
only one doctor for every 20,000
people. In remote areas—where
trained health practitioners rarely
work—this ratio is down to one
doctor for 100,000.

A 2000 World Bank Study
shows that public sector spending
on health care, including donor
expenditure, isa mere $3.10 per
person per year—far ess than the
§12 needed to providea b
health care package. The resulr,
the reporsay s inadcqualc

ic

alacthe ananmtntg of
Health Services told us thereisa
new problems “Politicalinstabil-
ity and interference are destroying
the healch sector in Nepal.
Political patronage make the

A tale of two hospitals

To take health care to the people, take it away from the government.

Lamju

government employees unac-
countable and irresponsible,
making the delivery impossible.”

“The only way to keep health
care out of reach of politicians in
Kathmandu and to make it
affordable is to mobilise local
resources to set up and run rural
hospitals. So, in 1991, the new
National Health Policy was
formulated to decentralise health
care systems and make them more
regionally grounded. Finally,
there was a chance that the slogan
“Health for all” would not just
remain a slogan.

“The first step was to hand
over sub health posts, the most
basic health care units in nearly
every one of Nepal's 4,000 village
development committee (VDCS),
to community management,

Thar process s sill underway.
But bigger inicatives are already
coming up. The new hospitals in
Lamjungand Dhulikhelare two

exemplary, and different, models
of community hospitals. Both aim
o deliver inexpensive srvices and
beself-sustaining. And though
they are more expensive than
government-run institutions,chey
are cheaper than the private
clinics and hospitals in
Kathmandu Valley and other
cities that residents of these areas
would have to come down to.

Dhulikhel Hospital is already
supporting tslf,and offered frec
or heavily-subsidised treatment
worth Rs 3 million las year. And
in s four months of operation,
the new management of Lamjung
Hospitalgenerated 70 percent of
the centre’s running cost from
services and sale of medicne,
despite the 30 percent subsidy on
all hosptal services and drugs.
Administracors in Lamjung told
us they hope the hospital to be
able to support rselfin just two
more months.

‘The handover of Lamjung
District Hospiral to the commu-
nity was i keeping with official
policy to make local level health
care units more autonomous, and
give them a more prominent role
inthe planning and management
of curaive and preventive health
services.

Prescnly, Human Develop-

Since itis a government
health insticution, the Lamjung
Hospital s entitled to reccive Rs
1.5 million and threc health
personndl includinga doctor, and
the community itself plans to
starta kitchen to raise money for
an endowment fund. The mater-
nity and children’s wards arc
under and the

to 130 beds in two years.

Kavreis alictle different—it was
started by local residents in 1996.
“Twenty-four Dhulikhel farmers
donated 2.2 hectares of land, and
the hospital itself was set up with
support from the Dhulikhel
Municipality, a consortium of
European donors called Nepal
Made, and the Dhulikhel Health
rvice Association. Locals

gencral ward is already opera-
tional. Soon, the administrators
hope to double the hospital’s
capacity 0 50.

“Weare here to serve the
people and share the burden of
health services with the govern-
ment. Our policy s to comple-
mentand improve what s alrcady
here racher than funding new
infrastructure,” says Dr Tirtha

mentand Commu
(HDCS),  national NGO, is
helping a local non-governmental
group, the Lamjung Intcgrated
Community Health Centre o
revitalise the formerly govern-
ment-run distict hospital. The
new management was given Rs 10
million worth of infrastrucrure
and about over 1.5 hectares of
land. HDCS, a sectarian organisa-
tion funded by European Chris-
tian groups, plans to spend Rs 93
million on renovation and new
buildings and Rs 25.7 million on
hospiral equipmen.

Thapa, ditcctorof
HDCS.

In five years the HDCS will
bow outand the Lamjuny
Integrated Community Health
Centrewill befully responsible
for the hospital. This model holds
hope for people at the village and
districtlevel, and the HDCS has
received requests to help revital-
ise cxisting health faciliticsin six
other districts. A year from now,
the organisation hopes to begin
work on the Chaurjahari Hospital
in Rukum.

“The Dhulikhel Hospital in

contributed Rs 6 million,
matched by a municipality grant,
o creatcan endowment fund,

Since the Dhulikhel Hospital
isa non-governmental initiative,
it does not reccive government
grants,although iis given
customs breaks on the imporc of
cquipment. I wouldn'twork ina
less prosperous district cither—it
isfar too expensive—but the
Dhulikhel Hospital is successful
cnough that it runs four satellce
hospitalsin Kavre, Dhadingand
Sindhupalchok.

“To be sure, neither of these
hospirals s entircly problem-frce.
For onc, both rely on assistance
from international donors, which
doesn’t make them completely
sclf-sustaining, Dhulikhel
Hospital is lucky because it hasa
high proportion of localstaffand
does not encourage forcign
doctors or health workers to stay
for long, This putsitin a position
to develop the human resources it

by DANIEL LAK
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Afraid of the dark

Fear stalks Nepal’s dark and deserted highways at night.
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businesss wonderabout the iming ofthe thing?

kanvh Teveas 11PM, N peopl
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themoodof  don'tneed herves devasred. | daesay more Maoist
theday. Even drivingal I i rtn

highway in hiscountry spretty
depresing, From just past Thankot
toBharapur o Buowl, che
government hasseen it o turn the
roadsideinto somethingresembling
awarzone. Buildings deemed
encroachments haveall been levelld,
smashed, even st onfire. Familics
squatin pilesof rubbleand cook

In Ncpalm, tthe end of the journey,we drove hrough eets s atare
wsually grd ocked with traffc,vehicular, human and animal. Tt
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at the edge of the poolsof light turned out to be policemen, sticks tucked
under their arms as they watched us drive by. A desk clerk jerked awake as

wewalked into our hotel.

Apparently, weweren't xpectad as thereisa “curfew” along the

Mahendra Highw

. No tafficafter SPM or some such rule, Ifthat’s tuc,
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allthose peoples homes,shopsand

ded toand fmm the frontier. Businesses raised

shuters and sweepers swep. Ina cloud of dust, another day began. And we
sill had o get home to Kathmandu. Thistime, the checkpointsfunctioned
and we wrote our vehicle detailsatlast 12 times, The Armd Police checked
ourcamersgaran sked tough questions i disbleing maninc.

will need when it expands from
70 beds to 130 in 2004. Since ic
is the brainchild of one man, Dr
Ram Kantha Makaju, there may
be questions about is long-term
surviv:

Tts Christian identity may be
an obstacle for Lamjung Hospital

in establishing the sense of local
ownership requited for any

successful community enterprise.

s dependence on bideshi
doctors is another drawback—
when we visited the hospital it
was being run by four forcign
doctors, without any

Nepalidoctors

Sharad Onta of the Public
Health Concern Trust (PHECT)
warns of other problems,
“Handing over the management
tolocal institutions and commu-
thout preparations,
without training to enhance their
abiliies, might mean a bigger
public health disaster.”

“Thisisa potential pfall
when local communities are not
consulted right at the sart,

But government offcials
dismiss Onta’s concerns. “We
are not forcing them to take over
the management of sub health
posts, but we willallow therm to
when they feel they are ready for
che responsibility,” counters Dr
DB Chataur, director general of
the Department of Health
Services.

Ananalysis of the health
sector done by the deparcment in
1999 showed that equitable
access to healthcare remained
clusive for most Nepalis. The
main obstacles: weak manage-
ment of public health faclities
and inseiuions, inadequate
compliance with existing
guidelines, a near absence
of qualit of care protocols,
and poorly defined roles and
responsibilitiesfor health
authoriti

Chataut saysthe Lamjung
and Dhulikhel models offer new
hope. He says: “We hope to
involve local commaunities in
managementand encourage them
to monitor care.” #

from = p1

“Acc1dental Maoists”

SAGAR PANDIT

“He was the type that
didn’t tolerate any
nonsense,” Laxman
says of his brother who
was even jailed during
the panchayat for telling
King Birendra that the
system was corrupt and
unrepresentative.

Ram Mani was killed,
but there are hundreds
of others who are caught
between threats from the
Maoists and the counter-
insurgency campaign of
the security forces.
According to the tally of
the human rights organi-
sation INSEC, over 500
of the 1,700 people
killed since 23 Novem-
ber were non-combat-
ants. The line between

who is a Maoist and who is not gets blurred
when ordinary villagers are forced to join the

rebel force.

Urmila Oli of Purandhara VDC in Dang is
an inmate at the military camp in Ghorahi
She was the appointed head of the “peo-

le's in her village by the

Ifelealor

mergenc

in that,Fear doesn'slep in the daytime. It jus lurks out ofsight and waics
fora chance to wreak havoc once again. Just ke it does every night.

Maoists after her husband Bhim Bahadur Oli
joined the rebels about two years ago. ‘I am

detention in Ghoral

1i, and Urmila Oli with
ear-old son,

\'\

1 not a Maoist, they made
me one," she told us
before breaking down.
Seeing his mother
sobbing, Urmila's two-
year-old son started
crying as well

There are many
other “accidental Mao-
ists” in Ghorahi. Jan
Bahadur Pun, 16, took
part in the battle of
Kapurkot in December
and was forced by the
Maoists to be a porter,
- ferrying fallen rebels out
= in a doko. “With them |
had to walk long dis-
tances without food or
rest,” says Pun. ‘I was
in school when they
came and took me in."
Many of those in deten-

tion told us they were enlisted as militia after
training to use a musket for seven days.

Pun's camp mate, 17-year-old Khadga

Bahadur Buda of Rolpa, has a different
story. He signed up because he had to fulfil
a family duty. “They came and told my father
to send a family member to join the militia,”
says Buda. “They would have killed him
otherwise.”

Shyam Shrestha, editor of the monthly magazine Mulyankan, is the latest to join the lengthen-
ing list of persons detained by the security forces. Shrestha, who was on his way to Delhi to
attend a conference last Saturday, was picked up at the Tribhuvan International Airport along
with two human rights activists. The editor of the left-leaning paper was detained nearly three
weeks after Gopal Budathoki, editor/publisher of the vernacular weekly Sanghu was detained
by security forces. The whereabouts of all four are still unknown. In a special editorial this
week, Sanghu criticised the government for wrongly accusing Budathoki of being a Maoist
supporter and of printing news that undermines the efforts of security forces. In the case of
Budathoki's abduction, says the editorial, the security forces have undermined the law instead
of maintaining it. Mulyankan sources have criticised the government for targeting Shrestha,
who has distanced himself from the armed “People’s War" and was instrumental in organis-
ing the three rounds of talks between the government and the Maoists last year.

Problematic poster
A classic case of good intentions gone bad: an award-
winning poster designed for the Family Planning
Association of Nepal and published in a major daily on
the occasion of International Women's Day has come
in for criticism. A number of women rang the paper to
complain that the poster, which depicts a woman as an
egg-laying hen, is offensive and slights the dignity of
women. Poster designer Balaram Jana doesn't agree.
“The poster title ‘Am | a man's wife or a rooster's hen?"
speaks for itself,” he says. “A woman is not a baby-
making machine that she has to suffer through the
births of dozens of babies just to ensure the continuity
of the family line. In my capacity as a man, | was
presenting before society the suffering of a mother and
seeking a response. | was supporting women, offering
sympathy towards the suffering they endure in child-
birth." The poster's sub-title reads: “A husband plays a
major role in ensuring the reproductive health of his
wife." FPAN says the poster draws society’s attention to
women's reproductive health. “Individuals may interpret
the poster differently, but in no way, does it debase
women," says one FPAN official. OK, bu what about good taste?

“Visit Nepal,” Baburam tells tourists

Baburam Bhattarai, in a letter addressed “Dear Foreign Tourists” says “his Maoist pany has
nothing against the tourist industry or foreign tourists visiting Nepal. “Foreign tourists are
most welcome in the country and will be so in future as well,” he writes, and goes on to invite
tourists to visit Maoist “base areas”. He also bashes globalisation and Nepal's “heredi-
tary autocracy”, warning tourists not to patronise airlines and hotels owned by them.
Baburam says “honoured guests from neighbouring India” need not be unduly perlurhed
about visiting

But western embassies in Kathmandu feel this is the first time the Maoists have
made a direct threat against tourists, by telling them to stay away during the five-day
bandh next week, and travel advisories are being updated. Baburam ends his letter by
saying: “In view of the five-day long Nepal bandh (i.e. general shutdown) from April 2 to April
6, 2002, and the subsequent surcharged atmosphere in the aftermath, the foreign tourists are
well advised to skip the tour itinerary, if any, for the said period. We deeply regret the inconven-
iences likely to cause to you all.” If you say so, comrade.

Gains for women

The year 2002 has begun well for Nepali women. First, the formation of a National Women
Commission was announced on International Women's Day, 8 March. Nearly a week later, the
House passed the much-debated Women’s Bill with an overwhelming majority. And this week,
leaders of major political parties signed a declaration committing themselves to developing
political leadership among women. Well and good, says Sahana Pradhan, leader of the
Women's Pressure Group and Standing Committee member of the CPN (UML). But the
senior politician cautions against being too optimistic—she says the Bill still fails to recog-
nise women as independent individuals, rather than simply a man’s daughter or wife. Also,
there’s no point in reserving seats for women in politics, says Pradhan, whether it's 33 or 40
percent, if men stand in their stead. She also stressed the need for women to be represented
in any process to amend the constitution.

Tengboche just did it

Good news on the tourism front. The Tengboche Devel-
opment Project in the Everest region, has just won the
TO DO! 2001 award, announced on the occasion of
the 36" International Tourism Exchange in Berlin.

Rather than just serving as a picturesque backdrop
for tourists, the Tengboche Monastery, the spiritual
centre of Sherpa culture, has played a proactive role in
promoting sustainable tourism. The 1995 Tengboche
Development Plan, initiated by the Tengboche
Rinpoche (right) and Nepal-based architect and town
planner Michael Schmitz, has actively promoted the
monastery (at 4,000 m) and the habitat of the Sherpa
people. The monastery is trying to attract 30,000
visitors annually, so the surrounding villages benefit,
and has built the necessary tourism infrastructure
such as toilets, drinking water facilities, hydropower-
generated electricity, and a telephone connection. An
eco-centre built in spring 2000 teaches visitors about
Sherpa culture and sells locally-made souvenirs. The
income generated here is used to train monks to
spread the message in their communities of environ-
mental protection and conservation.
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“We need peace.”

MIN BAIRACHARYA

Joy Dewan, president of the Nepal Association of Travel
Agents (NATA), is also the General Sales Agent for Qatar
Airlines. Qatar flies daily to the Doha and is the only aitline
that provides daily connections from Kathmandu to Europe.
He also runs Zenith Travels and is the GSA for Dragon Air and

Air Lanka.

Howfs business?

Everybody is aware that tourist arrivals were down
by about 20.7 percent last year, this year the number
has been falling faster every month. Qatar was
fortunate; it did very well and brought in quite a good
number of adventure tourists last year. Also Royal
Nepal Airlines pulled out of the European sector last
year and we could get that traffic. We did a load
Tactor of over 80 percent, which is very, very good
inaviation,

Are you expecting to repeat that this year too?
Comparing the situation right after what happened in
the US last September and now, | must say people
have begun to travel again. Other countries are
getting many tourists and we are also hopeful

How has the state of emergency affected
tourism?

We were initially telling tourists it was safer to travel
to Nepal after the emergency. Unfortunately, many
incidents have taken place since. This has sent out
negative signals and affected us a lot. All airlines did
well in October-November, flying in adventure
tourists. But we lost much of the white collar, high-
yield traffic, which has affected us very bady.

Has the Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) done
enough to counter that?
They are trying their best to spread the word.
Together we met different resident ambassadors and
requested them to soften their travel advisories.
They said they understood our situation, but also
had their limitations and had to report what was
happening. As far as safety is concerned, the
whole world is unsafe. Nobody expected the Twin
Towers to be hit

‘The Indian traffic was almost nil last season. The
NTB s trying to revive it. Indians are still wary about
travelling to Nepal, but because they don't go beyond
the Valley or Pokhara, we need to tell them more
effectively that it is safe to come. The NTB has a
major problem, which is money. You cannot do
marketing with a imited budget.

What have you done to restore confidence
among travellers?

We tell prospective visitors that with the emergency
in place the government has better arrangements
for security in many parts of the country. We also
tell them that we do have a Maoist problem but not
all over Nepal, there are areas where we still
have peace.

Some Nepali workers headed to the Gulf
complain that Qatar discriminates against
them on the service front. What do you have to
say about this?

We also get complaints from time to time. As an

airline for us everyone is the same and we provide
them similar services. There is no discrimination
because the bottom line is the fare and workers
pay the same fares as white-collar travellers.

But you do have different check-in counters
for the workers

Yes, that is to expedte the check-n process.
Because most of the Nepali workers travelling are
going abroad for the first ime, we have to almost
shepherd them, we are there to help and guide
them. If they were checked in with other passen-
gers, there could be delays. The separate counter
has been set up for their convenience.

Do you think the governmentis plan to bail
out hotels is good enough?

We sought help because this is what is done
elsewhere. In Sri Lanka, after its airline lost four
aircratt, the government immediately developed a
package with discounts not just in hotels and
airlines, but across the board. It gave other
cariers incentives to maintain frequency by giving
concessions in navigation, landing and ground
handiing charges. Most peaple fly in to Nepal,
which was why we asked for similar conces-
sions. We've had several meetings with the
government and they've agreed in principle. We're
hopeful a decision will be taken soon.

How have travel agencies been affected?
As bad as hotels. NATA has asked for government
help, because they are helping the hotels. They
haven't responded officially and we are still
lobbying.

We have an oversupply of tourism service
providers. Isnit this slowdown a chance for
consolidation rather than total bailout?
Unlike garments o carpets the tourism industry
has remained good over the long term and there is
scope to make more money. We cannot blame
the hotels and related travel industries. As
regards consolidation, | agree there should be
some policy on control and we're working on
one with the ministry.

What else can be done to help the industry
today?

We want the situation to retur to normal. We want
peace. The government has to sort out the problem
with the Maoists. I've already said that in most
countries the situation has come back to normal
after 11 September. But it hasn't here, because of
the Maoist problem. The government needs to find
a solution by means of negoltiations or whatever.
On our part, as businesses we remain optimistic
about our abilty to sell Nepal for as long as we
have our natural beauty.

BINOD BHATTARAI

astweek, che Nepal Rastra Bank
L puled the plug on Nepal Bank
Limited (NBL) by dissolving
the board of directors and replacing
itwith a three-man management
cam. Now comes phase two of the
plan: bring in a management contract
o urn theailing bank around.
But,even feverything goes
accordingto plan, it may be carly June
before the Iish ICC Bank may acrully
land hereto ke overthe NBL's
restrucruring. A 21 February Rastra
Bankletter blamed NBL direcors of
faling o run the bank, and challenged
itto proveothervisc.
“The NBL's proposed reforms may
havebegun, but the entire cxerciscis

fraughevithaccusadons ofnsidr
lend

Loans unlimited

Nepal Bank Limited has amassed Rs
3.3 billion in bad loans.

going o cours, il suciflsce

governmentwould have o make
them.” An carlie central bank repore
had charged Khetan wicharempred
loan swapping, he deniesborrowing,
from theNBL.

“The NBL's board was an
interesting mix: two businessmen,
two lawyers, two professionals and
two govermentofficias. However,
in practice the team was divided on
almostevery decison largely because
of conflicinginterests of the
powerful business lobbies they
stood for. The Golchas and Khetans
had two directors cach.

Alwsroﬂop Ten NBL borrowers

b» Uﬁf/wvml

ging  arcagainsth thebank”  lastweck,
directors. T h lcigati F sharcholders told us the banki teadslikea Who's
and if thacl h 1y bank's de d slide beganin 1996/ Who of Nepali Bi ess: the.
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nhnu[nm:percenmfNBLssmck d was th lof 205 loanson  loan sizeand id i Others
hjudicilprobeon the e day when Sher Bahadur Thapa  include Arun Chand (Basulinga Sugar
bank's fail (now bed by the anti- Mills), B.K. Man and Ji B Shrestha
knocki the doors of the parlia- body) b d (Radisson Hotel), the H»mHuul the
ment's Publi mmittee. Kathmandu office and the di Chaudhary Group (M:
Heasks, “D lving th kot Bishwamber  Mill), Sashikanta Agarwal and the
mean those thar who wrecked thebank  Pyakurel, Mukunda Aryal, Prafulla~ Golyan Group (Reliance Spinning),
before we came on board areabsolved?”  Kafleand Jharendra S Rana. Sashikanta Agarwal and Saraf Group
quarely i i ith Bank  (Everest Sugar Mills), Gorakhkali
I Il controlled decision on NBL, some former Rubber ies and the Jyoti
ible for the irect should havebeen  Group. Their dues add up to over

mssthe bankisin today.

Another former director, Lok
Bhakea Rana had senta 6-page
dlrifcarion o thecental bank before

aken st yearafter KPMG auditors

found a Rs 5-6 billion holc n the

NBL'snet worth. Since things have not

.mpwmt sincetheniisagood ucs
pl

Rs3.3 billion.
Overat the Rastriya Banijya
Bank, Deloite Touche Tohmahatsu
(DTT) has putits taking over the

the board ‘which not

te th directors

onlyna P
:ml NRB ummk, hm also hints
ata lawsuit.

rhmk the bankis sl viable, especially

“Thel dy,” Ranatold

ifthegovernmencveretohdpcck he
i Sys Khesan: “Tam

us. “Tam weighing

certain that y but the

hold pendinga
security assessment. Nepal's
financial secrorreformis funded
with a $25 million World Bank
loan, and another $10 million granc
will come from Britain's DfID. 4

5 &

Ohur hoarty Congratulations on the happy
occasion of the Vational Day of the
Iilamic Republic of Patistan !

W oxpress our beost Wishes for further strongthoning
the bngstanding friondship

&

co—opemh‘an éefween our two Maﬁom.

TeeIFTaT ¥ TR
Himalayan Bank Limited

1A bacl vt reoa e tan g Baae oo Fasein
Himalavar. Eank - Barking with 3 Piffeecnc
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ALEXANDRA ALTER
' the ighth century the Indian
Buddhistsant Padmasambhava
uttered thefollowing prophecy

predicing the spead of Buddism

o the west: “When theiron bird

flesand horse run on wheels, the

Tibetan people il e scatered

acrossthe fce of the carth, and the

dharma will come o the and ofche
red men.” True o hiswords,

Buddhism has becomeincreasingly

popularin Western countriesover

the st few decades, ducin large
part to the Tibetan diaspora, which
has made Tibetan Buddhist
teachingsand practces widely
available.

Yer, accurateashisinsight was,
Pachmasambhava'spredicton was
incomplte. Notonly has Buddhism
taken root i the west  growing
numberof Westernersarealso
journeyingast o study Buddhism.

22- 28 MARCH 2002 NEPALI TIMES

SACRED VALLEy

Spiritual tourists are flocking to Nepal
nd they aren’t all old dharma bums.

LIFESTYLE
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western studens.
Oncofthe Shedra program’s
marks of distinction s the authentic
Buddhisteducationitoffrs, which
hasn'tbeen available o western lay
practiioners n the past. The
courseof study, taught by erudie
“Tibetan Buddhisescholars,
emphasicsinternalising Buddhist
teachings ratherthan merely
regarding them asabstract philoso-
phy. “Wedon’twant to belikea
western scholastic nsitution,
where you often ind avery dry
approach to Buddhist philoso-
phy.” says Kevin McMillin,
administracor ofthe Shedra
program. “Our classs e taught
by learned khempos (scholars and
religious teachers, often heads of
monasterics) who have studid
with great masters and have some
realisations themselves. This adds
to the richness of the material.”

el

Students at the Shedra pro
monasteryin Bauddha

m run by che Ka-N
nd above).

Shedrub Ling

Studying Buddhism in Nepal

e Himalayan Buddhist Meditation Centre.

http://dharmatours.com/hbmc

221875

Rangjung Yeshe Institute for Buddhist Studies. 483575

http:/lwww.kopanmonastery.com
e Gaden Yiga Chozen Center,

pokharacent ahoo.com
o Naropa University

Pokhara.

http://www.naropa.edu/studyabroad/nepal/program.htm|

proaches to Buddhistpracice, for

in the wes t—to look at the mind.

whenir’ by sressand
between, ablend of raditional and  other factors,” Siliana said.
western flesis avalable Though i

athe Kopan Monasteryandthe ~ Buddhism's widespread populaicy
Himalayan Buddhist Meditation  abroad in recent decadesasa

Centre. Founded by Lama Yeshein
1970at therequestof his western
studens K

passingtrend, western Buddhismis
already the subjectof scholarly
attention. Cicing th

hou theycar. Their

forms Indian Buddhi birth

month-long November courseis
usually the biggesedraw, and had
180 1 i I

toasitspread throughout Asia,
cholarsand pmmmmj.kum
towhethe

year.
The coursesat Kopanare
aught by Ani Karin, a western nun
whoarticulates the Lam-rim
teachings, or the stages on the path
w enlightenment, ina uniqueand
highly accessible manner. Equally
adepacdisillingdificultconcepts
intolear Engls isAn ians, an

Buddi e e b o
ion stagein place ike Kathmandu
andat meditation centres in the
west, “Tibetan Buddhismis going
globaland itis ransforming nto
non-Tibetan Buddhism,” beleves
Warren, Browse through the
religion section ofany large
bookstorenthe US i

Tralian nun whe ~day  wills ith such titles as.
meditation courses a the HBMC. Buddhism Without Beliefs,
Both sheand Ani Karin Buddhism in Plain English, Blue

explicate Buddhistprinciples learly
and prcisly ocncapslte the

Jean Buddhism, and Diary of
Western Buddhist Nun, which

flavour of th

ofan

enainie . M

unavoidable
ltural diffe

“Lama Yeshe wanted westerners

VAHYHOYHCY NIN

With its diverse religious landscape, (‘Jmky.NymmsSh:dn . i i o explaining Buddhist meditation to
Nepal has long attracted spiritual program, g ‘_ austere di reality.” The . ther rmers,” Siliana ex-
sojournersenchanted by ts unique anaut ddhist ed Ipractice,  Naropaprogram lled chis  plained. “T may just havean .
blend of Buddhism, Hinduism, laypracmmncrs, |sbutcneof(hc N: d pring after d intellectual und ding of th
anwiem, aninm and Sarmanisn) numerous programs of Buddhisc “doaway with any fantasy and evacuated from their ficld study weachings without the actual
And in recent decadls, increasing studyavailable to westerners in fascination with regard to Bud- locationsin Solu Khumbulast realisation, but because of my toits own cultural preceprs. Bue 9
umbersofviors hveome ot Nl Ales dionl s dhism.” According to Warten, who  Novemberbbecause o Maoist background maybesome peoplecan il Himblayéh Buddhism lseits >
justto ot hinga few minut ‘With about 25 monasterics, R gell ligionsand realy acceptyou the ided by the Naropa has lved in Nepalforcightyears  activityin the region. One getsthe  relae to Buddhism more easly autraction for westerners once their
religious experience here, butalso ~ late, andyoullbclucky[oﬁndm i le ed: tomore  way youare, md}mm mgnmﬁ)rBuddhls(Smdla. and been a Buddhist practitioner sense, however, that Naropa’slong  when Texplainit.” own traditions arein place? Warren
! hingabour th p . Rinpoche's Jrural interlopers, but hes, such a Fitipaldi who's Iuly  which,asic h , studying Bud- history with Nepal won't be Rather than providinga believes that any attempt to divorce - d  even trekker |
oo aturdaydi e haveb Lsocken, What b i and et year, isthe oldest program of its dhismin Nepal llows sudentsto — permanendly interrupted by the temporas reality,the its origins il g
Mainsicam toursminNepal  ataditon over thelast 20 years,  separatsspiiual ourss from ThoughmanyVally esidens  mediaion courcathe Himlayan - kind.Naropasxperise “scewhatsuniversaland esental  county’scurten roblems — mediaron coursesatKopanand  prove fule:“There needs obea twicesbour Nepal, b for \
maybeexperiencinga drought, bur  and they i ofthe  your isitin tend il i Buddhist Meditation Centre. ‘1 fating Buddhist radici about Buddhism and whatis applying for tthBMC Ip balance. On the onehand, Kathmandu Valley, itsmonasteries
ignersi dyi aysin which he emb o gawkatthe westen Buddhissas esidual don'teven think of tasa eligion,  awestern conext,”explains Clarke dependentonit the programii theirown  and lamas, ic chings
Buddhi : In 1981, e islokingoreic the kxsjwmyomvi,,g;sh“ddgd_ Warren, a Buddhistscholarand men. TthnbcranBuddhxsmmals While the Shedrmand Naropa Lheyleav:Nrpd “I’coplcsaylts approaches,but they realso wil deter the seckers of truth, not -
surpmmg,iyhmlmynumbm The heestablished the Ranjung  intent to practice the tradit h 1 ‘Withallits offeri director of Naropa. i the monks y I easier to practice in the cast, but I dependenton the sources of now, notin five ycars'time.
Tashi Lhatse Guest House in Yeshe Institute,aschool for istingui 1 1960's, today there isa gradati for:xgms.Clmkleylmzsmcms- “Unless they've had a few years of i hem, they are classicaland dap- chink it's more essential to practice  Buddhism.” Sightsceing may beona
e o e dnsandmore fromother diff h h ery st Banha s pracics €sdiffcl fo wesern
housesallthe studentsin lcmdy,d-mshed.mpmgram cult—rather than cameras, they ~ seckers of duruth,and  for Western Buddhi e the tradic
Kathmandu on the Narop lled aftera traditional ~ carry beads and prayer wheels. A icularly Fifey-th 21 tional shedrastyle Nampaﬂw
program. This spring the program Budd.his(co]lcg: ypical scenc at Double Dorje,a d becausei i ingin th program a Bauddha, buc
was cancelled,but this hasn't CholyiN, het populs id his i hed hefty  unlke he She
affected business, he says, With 40 [ ol i g e et S 11 ? imion. e e
i e e 7.2 million people visit
want to get decperinto Buddhism,  years. “Before, we used togetonly  table, spinning prayer wheels i unkics. Just lled their Nepal programs. /]~ Universi anon-secarian
h:sgotnwlyl()()pcrctm hlpplcs Now vegechippcs throughout their meal. mmsmghfmmpal where i hard
ot o et Ple Beehemmbero Vs o i Thams e Chog TrngaRpodhcinthe nepainews.com
o s o iy, Docor oo iy UneStn 974 Chogam STOP OVER IN SINGAPORE
Thamel might be faring badl is casicr now. Western- aroundBeuddhz,cvldam:ofthc inspires them to delve decperis Havingscen runga, a Tibetan maser from the
they're doi Il gt Ara dyi i laioyof Nepalasa ~ an alradyhave,or - how eager this las of ouristis for  Kham region,studied at Oxford every }J’Eﬂr. FROM JUST “5532
e ent ol soun toomare  seligiomanct s fonth. and this [ firomtheusal  morcand ongerprogams hat University and,steeped in western £ 1
ither closing orlayi ona  mak iceforthem topickup  alsoliesinh berof cnable them to live in Nepal alitde  traditions himself taught essential
daily basis ity i Tibx jing in English "Youse:r.hc longer, nextyear Shedrawill launch ~ Buddhism in away easy for the
travellers, the idea of a temple hall As homm 15,0000fthe orusingaanstor: Justight charsmaofthe peopl. Their afull four-year BA program in western mind o grasp. Rinpoche
crammed with enthusastic Nepl  yearsago, ugh onwith Kathmandu discouraged hisstudents from
lighl hasb Torcigners. Now, therearci ﬁm says Miriam Bruhelmann, ~ University - goverly intrigued
incongruous. Butgo to Chokyi d-msrudyof'l‘bmnBudd]\mn abledharma talks for westerners, whois in Nepal from Swizzerand  tional stud Nepal  Tiberan ituals
Nyima Rinpoche's day  second onlyp Dharamsala.  andawid ‘programsof ostudy Buddhism. Other astudent visa,
drawn in by the Emmaﬂy.mmNy.ngsmm nwmwlurheﬁmouslymmcd
openness of the Buddhist
Mw wradition. “Buddhists tolerateall MzsrzrsandI’thmgramsﬁJr HomnnsChOgvamTws
/ . / Experience NepalliE g Opioma
Lt o with a difference proma_
EzPro 585
|RAIKA TAAES CAAE-NHERE EVER 10U ARE e
ar Tourm BalaindSorvioes ez Cant. 3 Compaiiie wilh i Pes
B ERANION @ DINNEIN & DANODE

Ralka Tours & Travels (P Ltd,
it Dby, Xathaanda, Nepal

Email ratiba s com e
rasla@ritrt com op
At pasbnsars s
Krrewa iy L
25405

|Serpice for your satistaction|

il

3 Ramces Contral Inchuded.

3 1 Yoar Warrani

3 Rs. 1,50,000.00 Only.

il or cnerea halls, home
13 and Board rooms.

MFRCI\.NTII_E

AND ENIOY THE ISLAND'S TREASURES FOR FREE.

Stop over in Singapore and enjoy endless fun in the tropics!
From only US$32°, you will recelve a nights accommodation,
uniimited rides on the SIA Hop-on bus, a Visit to one of four
National Museums, and free admission 10 Singapore’s major
attractions: Jurong Birdpark, National Orchid Garden, Night
Safari, Sentosa, Images of Singapore at Sentosa, Singapore

“Local conditions apply. Price is based on per-person on a twin-share basis.

www.singaporeair.com

River Boat Tour and the renowned Singapore Z0o.
What's more, you'll get a complimentary Brew-of the-day at
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf plus great discounts on dining,
Shopping, tours and car rentals. Ask your tavel agent about
the Singapore Stopover Holiday. and you'l be on your way (o
enjoy outstanding value and great fun!
A greal way o fly

SINGAPORE AIRLINES

Tyour
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The

he d onmy
deskiopis hundmdsofumcs

as fast, and |

could ever right?

Hold that though.
oo thebranch

timesas much memory s the
mainframe computerthatserved my
entirc universitywhen  wasa
student. Such advances in the

of physics that deals with clemen-
tary particlesand the microscopic
properticsof mattcr—has produced
some ofour deepetinsghtnto

d and storag nature,
capacityof d
w continue unl the lawsof phenomena. For example icimplics
limics. After | that y particles, rather

allwe cannotshrink atoms or

increase the specd of light.
Now,imaginea computcr

technology that eventually

approaches theseimits. Imagine

furcher that very star i cvery

galaxy in theobscrvable universe
o sommehow be fsh:

dinto

than being located aton position
aca time, travel on several trajecto-
riessimultancousy.

Noone disputes hat quantum
phenomena,ifthey could be
harnessed, would revolutionise

information processing, cnabling;

computers ofthis “ultimarc” type.

hat no cxising
computer,even in principle, would

by DAVID DEUTSCH

imate Computer
y/4

“Almost anything becomes a computer if you
shine the right kind of light on it.”

by TARIQALI
Al
-
il =
Kistan' nuclar capacity has

Rewarding cooperation

TOKYO - Pakistan is still reaping the economic and diplomatic
le\deI’\dS of siding wwm me United States and its crackdown on

d Islamabad's debt burden and
lifted in place after Pakistan and India conducted

been used by the jhadiasa guarantee
oftheir untouchability. No more. If
Pakistanis permirted to keep s bomb
icwill have o disarm the roups who
might useit. Someof these clements
arcpresentinside thearmy. India's
responseis, threfore, vital. Ifi eacted
generoudy theenire politcal
landscape could bealrered tothe
benefiof both countries. Buc India
refuses o budge: It talksof “minimum
nudlar deterrence” and has declined
theno-war pactoffered by ts once
recalctrantneighbour.

By reecting General Mushartafs
offe, the Indian governmenthas only
exposed the hollownessof s profesed
commitment o nudla dsmanen.
Thefolly

nuclear tests. “Japan will collaborate closely with Pakistan in the
reconstruction of Afghanistan,” Koizumi said last Thursday. Senior
officials of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party assured Musharraf
that Tokyo “would not hesitate to cooperate” to help Pakistan's stable
development, Musharraf also lobbied for more Japanese investments
in Pakistan, and called upon Japanese entrepreneurs to consider
investmentin the gas pipeline from Turkmenistan. (ps)

Follow the money

WASHINGTON - US President George W Bush said last Thursday
that his administration will contribute $5 billion over the next three
budget years to help developing countries, the single largest aid
increase in US history. The United States has been under fire as.
Washington's level of donations has fallen over the last 15 years to
about 0.1 percent of GDP, the lowest level of all industrialised
countries. But Bush had one caveat: assistance would be directly
linked to private investment and me policy reforms needed to
stimulate it Sameer

t-firing of

new Agni missleon theeve of ts
Republic Day celcbrarionson 26

Thatwould bealorofvery st | becapableofduplicting. Amony = = = january. Apartfrom beingan
computers. Or fhey were e caksfor A Jgoridmsareknownatprse Some Pakistanis decorate cars and shops with images of thell oo g,
comnectedogedervecoud dink mmp\mngwou]dbe|dca]lysuned one. Tryingamillon poss ked—from fosilrecords. | Groversalgorthmisone. Other “Islamic Bomb”, but many fear an all-out battle with Indla thetestisareaffimaton of New
of h massively requiresamillion Agrowingminorityofphysi- | knownquantumalgorithms illasly cere .. . .. . Delhisresolve to roceed withits
lie llicthe mply lgorit opestens ciss myselfincluded, accepeche | beablerocrckhemosewidelyused = nuclararms programime, The
“Universe Computer.” what computer “many universes” i f y today. | kindoflightonic.” fmodemn sci lifes ked the Indian parl hopin fons, While hard-ln fund; advocares ofa aragi
Admittedly, thereare tasks— | alast resort when looking fora duc\nuupp|ymﬁmdzmmm] quantum mechanics. luded | Coincidentaly, hi Ithaslong becn assumed thata d dand evil th kea confl Indiaand ked him, the h
word processing,for cxample—at | mathematical ncedlein ahaystack: | physics. In 1996, h that whatwe ok single hich themsel in | ypeofmachine giventime hi ilso lear Pakistan. They ¢ Im. Notabird | well-offurban middle-classesin India
which tryever sientist Lov Grover iscovereda | particlis ruﬂyunu)fmumh\\ lready th h d leader, General Musharwf for ttered, notad f ked h | Thepoordo ot favour conflict. They
wouldbe no more uscul thanany | possble answer in turn uncil i finds | quanum algorithm— vy to imilar uni- lacein ab heraldingthe behawourof«nvo(hersmrcof u onsof massd lim cause and sidi theviewthat ordinary Pakdswanis | know d d
oncofits constituentcomputers | the rightone. verses, subtly affecting each oth dovel icationthat | matcer. It urns out that xisting Inche bomblesthespirithatcould | with Washington. | India,vithits 200 milion Musliens.
oprtingindependenty. o Obviously the esources thatcouldayouta millon througha lled “quantum | isboth perfcty sec puters, or even the imagi negeall ) “‘“d“f““d“"“"““‘“l’“"v'“‘“'1“ Thereis however, avoal Evenamong the middle clasesthe
required o o intrtrence Tounnomysery | quimtmatec niverse Computeatenot the " Thefilureof the Westco India Theragdy isthattheycame | minoriyforwhom hebombmakes | desie forawarwould fide fthey were
mskj achascodebrebing e | proporiond o berof het ded oty one, s ) A ones Buc L-purpos inaugurateaprocesof uclar doscroinciingavar upforthe ackof everyhingele.Its | conscripted.Forunlke Osamls gang
speedand powerofth ib ifiesinonlya | onlywonder echnology. quantum computerwouldbe. In helnd ha fthe US i scpride,basi i
“Universe Computer” would be wellss tharyinga thousnd one,and Q - G ) I quantum physics,this ‘computa- Paduliep Lol ane mans \ e s el Th | ean Dl .
,. ! | Quan i cypioge uantum| war goes nuclear,Pluronium sa great
P . ousand | soon, withoutlimit. ing o this v happensto y casy to tional universality” is parc of the B oo oo the Litson he o e e
Whatwould happen insidea P implement, iy vehave essencefal marter—and husof New Delhiseeitel al

quantum computer whenit

numbersofc

fnatur . No

South Asia. Neither India nor Pakistan | Pentagon, why shouldn’t India be able
3 Both doth Thelogicisi

world power. Iecravesasaton the

ossani, p i hallenge
Initiative, Sa\d “It sounds like a new way to subsidise US companies
working in the developing world.” Much of the money, he predicted,
would seep into infrastructure projects. (s)

If the US nukes China

BEIJING - After expressing its “deep shock” at Washington's
contingency plans to use nuclear weapons against China in emer-
gency situations, Beijing has called on the army to be readly for
miltary struggle. President Jiang Zemin, chairman of the powerful
Central Military Commission, urged China's armed forces last week
to make “solid preparations” for combat and “follow closely the latest
developments of military strength in the world."” The Los Angeles
Times reports that a Pentagon scenario envisioning a US nuclear
strike against Bejing was the case of war between China and
Taiwan. The countries in the Pentagon’s other scenarios included
Iran, Irag, Libya, North Korea, Russia and Syria. (Ips)

Back to Afghanistan

PESHAWAR - Afer a sluggish'start arly ihis monih. last week he

ch? dib | other branch of phy i | ble,burdh ldb forsome,a Security Council.Ieargues thatifsmall | UNHCR first repatration centre at Takhtabaig in Khyber, 36 km short
Theunseemly ruthisthatmost | shares he esults through quantum | algorihns hmlmngp.mﬁﬂ such wide-ranginginteraction ks L : . obomibost | T e e Briinand ofhe PakisarAfghastar boror regisired a5 many s 350
physicist rplexed and interference. Tl q major between theory, experiment, were used to build schools, hospital Pakistan’s rule ded witha the nucl will defend Fi “Wweapons, vehicles carrying 9,000 Afghans in a single day. Since then, the
b h ion. Many |- quantum theory describe this i d technol technology, and philosophy. No and provideclean waterin thevillages | mudlearhreaiftheir country's la . then why not India? The simplest number of retunees crossing the Torkham border post has been
pl 2 L by step. But for the coming decad: otherfield i b Racionality, alas, ictim ign hallenged t p d y by day. The UNHCR plans to repatriate 400,000
with weasel words, or worse, they | because such information sharingis | But theoretical physicistsalread; hold: li 1A d weapons. play busand | nuclear di but the Westis refugees this year, with six more centres around the country. Each
ply eschew explanati hievable only i know fifferent typesof | forour ding of the fewyerago, duringthe milcry Under US pressure,Idamabad | bullock-carcalke, Ask themifthey | unlikely to oblge. The stalematein returning family gets $100 as transportation expenses, an assist-
dtogether. True, quan inrference, q jredtomakea | universe. -On | realisitcould lead to disaster and South Asiaill continue. ¢ ance package of 150 kg of wheat, five kg of soap, plastic sheeting,
h beobserved I lly limit the types of quantum computer, and how K.u\gl nuclear threats were exchanged |12 January the General madea they look upwardsand mutter: (The Independent) bedding, quilts and a kitchen set. The majority of those going back
directly. But we can deduce their task th licated th (David Deutsch is visiting 3scparate landmark speech. P Mush: “Everythingisin the hands of Allah. are Uzbeks, Tajiks, Hazaras and Turkmens. Pashtuns seem reluctant
existence and mnhum should beable o pufurm nnpud must be. Theastonishingansweris | professor of physics and a occasions. The recent warin Afghani- | offered Indiaa no-war pact, de- Hewill decide.” This primiti (Tariq Ali’s latest book, The Clash to return fearing hostiity from other ethnic groups. Meanwhile in
fects on things up. Di thatvirtually any interaction founder member of the an i isati h Asia, cl i i of isms: Crusade: many places in Afghanistan, particularly i the north, thousands of
thaare directly observable. We | universesis, for example, ruled out. | between two information-carrying | Centre for Quantum region. On 13 year, poin Pakisan p Jiads and Moderniey wille displaced people live in camps in squalid conditions after they fled
have never observed live dinosaurs, Infact,only a handful of Judingatoms or Computation at The armed Mud d TndoPak | fellincot hands. drought conditions elsewhere. Aid agencies are encouraging them to
cither, butwe know they existed— | potentally useful quantum ntary particles willdo. Asthe | Clarendon Laboratory, retum o their homes, to make it easier (o deliver assistance. (Ps)
hysicistSeth Lloyd . | Oxford University, and by JEFFREY SACHS
“almostanything becomesa author of The Fabric of
computer ifyoushine the right Reality.)

at ’D-'

and gazals.

® 2 lucky fobles wil get o ck
of 20 years back menu duing dinner.

Al populcr dishes salectad from st 20 years mhenus,
® 50% discount cuing lunch (food & béverage).

® 20% discount during dinner (lood & bevarage)

® The best of clossicol insfrumental music

® One measure of McDowell's Framium Ml Whiskay
compimentary 1o guests abowve 20 years.

From 1510 March to 4th April 2002.
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Keepmg theit word

or s
F porey.Preposteros? Pehaps.Aferal the poor eem o becerywhere
Jareincreas Jad h

Rich countries have made many promises.

d ic mi imbabwe. Yet, Il stick 10 my i
claim. If the world lly the US,mhrlw h o shiftasmall h ket-based. Idend Rich
amount of their mil theworld's poorest, dtoworking with t hescob Buta
ion could m poverty siron grip. with many promises doth I filed tolive
Tam not speaking, y lyinevi up totheir i UNlellenmum summm.. §tpl€mbﬂ2000 world
I fthan others, though that variessociety 21 leadersissueda deck
King of ching, ife-th yof ivingon ess ) by 2015. Th ledeed
§1 perday. Theworldtoday hasi i i Within the broad Millennium Declaration isasctof specifc targets, and
conditions. The world' ik iesh inued the plict, detailed commi duci y, discase, hunger, lliteracy,
i fo floweri Although denvi 1 degradation. For example, richand

hind, the truth

Iargep«mof(hcwcallad de\elopmgworld opecly i ave s
“hina is the me

whirds by 2015,

comparedith 1990 leves.Fordoensof ountres tharargees o hamg met,

40,000':ft.BAR ...

-u-.r'.- -

£

.. Where the tales
are as tall as the mountains

in health. Many srudi ose did
ith hundseds of millions enjoying high cputvary  forthe WHO,show rhuI'ommodmamoumofmoncv pcmpsancxuatsa
; ing better heath, nutriion, and saniarion. Indiaachicved norak billon peryearin i Development
y,though much ijmnummi “That may ealotof money, but notis
i sub-Sah, d Lain  withthe$25 tillion vmeamcd‘« ich the roughly
d Central Asia have not benefited. At least a billi le, perh $500 billi d mthne:
nearly lmoclhan jithh discaseand i ish In many of these Much of rheh and ich th resentment,
i sion noxprogesinhe s ventyyeas. i fingia ey don'eep helpl i
has swept Afica, wnnhnhu’\l[‘ d h iaand Therichworld itsi Jlobal and
wherculsis | 2 he Mill Development G
th d droughts and flood: Mlllmns die wmdx Th:ktyr:sm!dmwmmxm\enr_\wl]l beat this week’s UN Conference
:achvaarofpmmy. k better health riti mMnn(enry,Mexl(nnn Finance for Development. The conference’s bottom line:
csentilnecs Th  ofthe bortom bilioisshod ‘momﬂ disease? Will he ich ollowp
b dof di i with actions? ¢ Yl'm/«r))‘ndl“rd
i ok Tty Rmhmunmuwuldhdp(ht pooestof he poorby providingjustatiny
WM“MIHM”M fraction oftheir yearly ,indeed, of heir n (Jeffiey D Sachs is ofthe Center for
h d d discase. Thataid, Fith i iy.)

1 steaks and burgers
bountiful, with a vegetarian variety.
The friendliest bar around the most convivial
fireplace between Tibet and Timbuctoo,
Live band on fridays!

RumpoonLE

THAMEL, KATHMANDI, NEPAL
TEL: 414336
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Congress changes

Deshantar, 17 March

Following are excerpts of the report prepared by the
Nepali Congress committee on constitutional amend-
ment that included Mahanta Thakur, treasurer of the party,
and Central Working Committee members Arjun
Narsingh KC, Krishna Sitaula, Laxman Ghimere and

KB Gurung

e Issue citizenship certificates based on the electoral
rolls used during the 1979-1980 referendum.

o All executive functions, except those specifically left to
the discretion of the king, should be carried out by the
Council of Ministers.

e To be a main opposition MP, the member’s party
should have won at least 10 percent of the 205 seats of
the Lower House.

e Membership of the National Defence Council should
include the prime minister, the ministers of defence,
home affairs, finance, the Foreign Minister, Chief of Army
Staff, Inspector General of Police, and head of the
intelligence department. The secretary of defence should
be its member secretary.

e The prime minister's position should be strengthened
by guaranteeing the prime minister's right to dissolve
parliament [Article 53 (4)].

e There should be a permanent committee with
members from both houses of parliament to formulate
national policy.

e The Finance Bill and related procedures should be
simplified.

e The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court should be
appointed upon the recommendation of the Constitu-
tional Council after extensive public hearings.

o Responsibility should be delegated to the elected
district, village and municipal authorities to make them
pro-development and responsible.

e Maximum participation of women, dalits and people
from disadvantaged groups should be ensured in local
level institutions

e One head and two commissioners each should be
appointed at the Commission for the Investigation of
Abuse of Authority and the Election Commission. For the
Public Service Commission one chief and up to eight
members should be appointed after public hearings.

o All appointments to government posts and services
should be done only on the recommendation of the
Public Service Commission.

e The king should not appoint the Attorney General.

The office-holder should change with a change in
government.

e There should be a system to investigate the heads of
constitutional bodies through a committee of the Lower
House and base actions, including impeachment, should
be recommended to the concerned agencies for action.
e Heads of constitutional bodies too should, by law, be
subject to anti-corruption investigations.

e The sitting prime minister should be required to form
an all-party election government within seven days of
the declaration of general elections to the House of
Representatives.

Drunk flying

Ra/dlmu, 18 March

I
“The Royal Nepal Aiines Corpora-
tion has begun its investigation of
Captain Kundan Giri, who's
accused offlying under the nfluence

Samanwaya Committee hasscrup
branchesaround Banke, Bardiya,
Dang, Kailli,and Surkher, buc
womeninvolved in the campaign
have been affected by the cmer-
gency. Duc tosccurity problemsic
has become diffcult o travel
through thevillge. Shaguni

ofalcohol. Th
begun aferJS Coloon, a passenger
aboard RNAC's 757 flyingin from
Hong Kong to Kathmanduon 1
November 2001, sent he corpora-
tion emails ast week accusing Giri
of drinking hard liquor on dutyand
mishehaving, Theinvestigacion was

corporation’s department heads,
Captain DMS Rajbhandari, head of
the corporate department,si
would beasked foran explanation.

Nepali, th ofthe

your weapon.
aise both hands up when

approaching the security forces.

 The person in front should

hold this pamphlct o his ight

hand.

 Comein groups of less than

five persons.

 The security forces will

intoxicants. Th

country’s civil

mmitr

has the right to take action againse
theoffenderand even ground him
ifneed be.

Cape Giri chims thereis no
truth n the accusation. He old
Rajdhani,“ I oo have received
that email It arnishes notjust my
image, but thatof the entire:
corporation. If  am guilty there
should be stictaction, otherisc

h

beconducred
underrhe\upcr\ jon of the head of
operations, MD Lama.

Coloon saysthat right aier he
had bid goodbye o his family
Hong Kong’sinternational airport
and was awaiting his flight o Nepal,
where he had planed a vacation, he
saw Captain Giri drinking hard
liquorin theairport estaurant. The
email gocs on tosay, * Acfirst
didn'trealisethat the person in
uniform drinking wasa pilor. Then,
aswewere boarding the plane, we
saw the person enter the cockpit
swayingand shouting in his natve
language. My wife gorafraid and
when we asked the cabin attendan,
wefound out that his name was
Kundan Giriand that he wasa
prominent pilot with RNAC. The
artendant said Giriwould not be
fying the plane.” The email furcher
says, “Even then, we were very
scared, and when we arrved in
Kathmandu the captain was sill

I e e shouts

hover made thisup should be
brought o ial.” According to
Giri,certain department heads
and pilors of the RNAC, ap-
pointed under pressure from the
Minister of Tourism and Civil
Aviation Balbahdur KC, are
conspiring against him. Sources
at the RNAC say thar Giri was
appointed assistant dirccror of
the corporation a yearago on the
recommendation of Home
Miniscer Khum Bahadur Khadka
and former Forcign Minister
Chakra Prasad Bastola

Starting anew

‘Himal Khabarpatrika,
14-28 March

frm=
Hundreds of women from the
Badhi community, acommunity
tradicionally engaged in the sex
trad
hilldisrices quLp.ﬂ us l(mkmg

foral y Safe

We have flown on many distin-
guished and reputed airlines, and
after that incident we did not
want to return home on RNAC.
We made up our minds to never
flyon RNAC.”

Thit pariculrfighthad over

Nepal,an N(,o;}mwb w
the community, and the Central
Badhi Women's Samanwaya
Comittce, more than 200 women
from the Banke, Bardiya, Kailal
Kanchanpurand Dang have signed

appernouncingthesex e

mento
many1ﬁerrhevlecclvcskdly
raining, Dependingon their
abilties, the committecalso trics
worganise jobs for womenin
NGOs, dustry, and

and provide you hot
food. They guarantee you will
live.

Enough apologies

govemmentoffces.

Badhi women are discrimi-
nated against socially and legally.
Their children don’t gec birth
certificates—statistics show that
there e at lcast 300 unrgis-
tered Badhi children. Govern-
ment officialssay they cannot
issuc the certificates withou the
father's name. Asa result, over 60
percent of Badhi youth
don’t possess ciizenship cerifi-
cates cither.

“The community's cconomic
status s also pathetic. According
toasurvey of 232 Badhi familics
conducted by Action Aid two
yearsago, only two familics have
more than seven bighas of land,
four familics own four-six bighas,
and five familics own onc-five
karthas. Onc hundred and twelve
familics have less than a karcha,
and 109 familics own no land.

Message to rebels

lepal Jagaran, 18 March

An appeal from the F953)
forces

Maoist workers who are ready o
die! Please know the following
about your leaders!!

@ The children of the command-
ers you have so much faith in
enjoy | dsecure lives

Nepal h 18 March

Letter to the cdior fromas g
Shrestha, Anamnagar

“The newsitem ticled “Forced
bandhs and srikes bad for the
Maoists”, published in the Nepal
Samacharpatra of ast Monday
[11 March] used the words
“Maosts callfor bandh from 2-6
April”, Wasn't this morc of an
advertiscment for the bandh?
When even those of us who live
in the capital were not aware that
afive-day bandh had been called
by the Maoists, how would
people iving in other arcas know
aboutit? Ve, because of this
article, everyone will know about
ica monch in advance. This will
create panic among the people

L"'\-Nh

even before the fact,will it notz
Sure, wewould have found
outabout this sooner or later,
butwhat L am trying to say is
thac this artile scrved morc.as an
advertisement calling for the
bandh. Placing abomb na

abroad with the funds you
struggl o collect

ne hundrec

® Your have

the director general of the

Tnaddiion to this, ﬂ\\umung

Aviation Authority Medani Sh
Cape N Shrestha, Capt Shukra

Rana, and Capt Santosh Sharma. A
Nepalipassengeraboard the flight
alsosaid that Capt Giri probably
was underthe nfluenceofobol.
Underrh:rule&oﬁhe

Badhi girlsare studying n four
hostclsin Nepalgan,Raapur
Lamki, and Ghorahi,

managed to set up huge bank
balances abroad fora secure
future with the unaccounted
money you collect from various
sources.

 When your commanders rold
you the arms dealers had cheated

them of hy f money,

pilor
cannurﬂyﬁxrm hoursafer

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“The country s currentl
good governance,chird,that ofsocial

cing fourbsic problns. i, theresack of s and moril
i fourth,that

— Kamal Thapa, spokesman, Rastriya Prajatantra Pas

in Budhabar, 20 March

o

Cartoonist: Ramesh Bista

“Daughter was hoping she could also have her share of the family property.”

satzaa Gorkhaparr, 18 March

school for Badhi girlsis being run
in Nepalganj. Five Badhi girls from
these schoolsare currently
pursuing higher studiesat the
Mahendsa Bahum
Nepalganj. One of the g
Kumari, has not only mar
and set up house, shealso
teaches children from her
community. Five years ago, she
attended the international
children’s conference organised
by UNICEF in New York.
During the last decade, Badhi

women have begun leavingthe sex
lod it

they were in fact funnelling it
away to their own bank accounts.
@ Your local commanders have
already built houses in
Kathmandu and other ¢
the country. Their fu
the security of cities, notin
dangerous villag
@ Your commanders have been
treating women workers as
commodities o be enjoyed. Some
of them have been compelled to
commit suicide afer they became
pregnan

o You \.mpn citizens may have

les

awarenessas well s the AIDS
scate, They have gotten organised
and asked the state for asistance
hatwill help them lead better
lives, Their demands include the
provsion fnplymet opor

. and you are being
lured o your deathvith dreams

in Mmapalk
Lhabah:l argetingcivilians and
torching a bus carrying common-
crsat 4AM on the first day of the
nationwide bandh on 21-22
Ecbruary haveall only shown that
the Maoists arc nothing more
than terrorists. Dr Baburam
Bhatcarai said they had madea
mistake, asked for forgivencss and
said that such acts would not
happen again. Buc on 3 March, a
day before they again called fora
closure of educational establish-
ments across the country on 4-5
March, another bomb went offin
aremotevillage school in
Sankhuwasabha disrictand
Killed a student, s Dr Baburam
again going to ask for forgiveness?
Have people’slives become so
cheap that the Maoists can just
Kill anyone and ask for forgive-
ness?

Legalaction mighestill be
taken when a stray dog dies bt
human lves have become very
cheap. Ifthe Maoists who commit
these crimesare punished by the

ly to

then perhaps

forward the pmum] interests of
your commanders.

o Instead of providing treatment
o wounded vorkers, your

skill-training to ensure alternativ
cmployment, and creditschemes.
They havealso asked for reserv

tions n the publicand private
sectors,free higher education, and
citzenship for children born to
womenin the sex trade. Recently,
100 Badhi gil studens from Dang
held asilent procesi
public supporc for th
The Badhi Women’s

bury thealleged
“martyrs alive,

o Your ight to observe your
religion and culture has been
curtailed, you religious freedom
as been blunted.

To surrender

® Hang your weapon on your
lefe shoulder with the barrel
ting downward.

’
@ Remove the magazine from

the peopleill bealittle happicr.
Have they been able to takeaction
against corrupt ladersor corrupt
government offcal in the disricts?
Whichideology of Maoare they
ying o implement by hurting,
innocent people? Whatare they
rying o do by shaming the Nepali
army? Isn chis more lke teasinga
hungry tiger et there be no more
bandhs. Ificis absolutcly necessary
o have them, then why not restice
their duration? This might be
bencficial o both the M:

Nepali Times continues serialising
BP Koirala’s English diary written
from inside his prison cell in 1977.
One more day of homesickness,
loneliness and boredom at
Sundarijal during which the
highlights are: freshly laundered
clothes and a visitor bringing a
cake. BP is also concerned about
the financial state of his family.

Back at Sundarijal >7

The psychological price
of public appreciation

Tuesday, 11 January 1977

No news, no newspaper, no contact from outside, no medicines,
no doctor. We get food and other articles from home, but no
news, not even small chits of paper with the list of articles sent
to us by our people. Total segregation. GM (Ganesh Man Singh)
has a theory. He feels that since this condition can't be contin-
ued, this entire arrangement of our detention in Sundarijal is
impromptu, suggesting that the king has a need to discuss
things with us before final decision is taken about us. The strict
isolation imposed on us is also indicative of the same policy.
The army people in charge of us tell us that everything is impro-
vised. This lends support to GM's theory.

Pant the camp commander (Major) says that he has instruc-
tions that all the rules of detention from the previous time will
apply on this occasion also. He thought that we could write
monthly letters and would be allowed to interview close (as
defined by them on the previous occasion) relations on the
second of each month according to Nepali calendar hoping that
he is correct | wrote letters to Sushila and Prakash

Today is 28" of Paus. Tomorrow | hand over the letter to the
people, and by the next week latest they would be cleared by
censor—if communication through letters would be permitted as
per previous practice Major thinks that Rosa may not be allowed
to interview me, she being not close enough in relationship with

me according to their definition. She will have a secure special
permission as she had done before. GM thinks that either
interview will not take place at all or the king would see us
before the second of Magh. GM is being consistent in this
prognosis—his theory. | am not sure of anything so far as the
palace is concerned. As a matter of fact the Major has been
inducing me to write monthly letters.

In the evening Pradeep, GM's son brought some delicious
cakes from Café de Park. Rosa sent my clothes after washing
them. Inadvertently perhaps, the slip with the list of clothes sent
was left in the bundle. The sight of Rosa’s characteristic
handwriting gave me some joy.

| have written a sentimental letter to Sushila. The thought
that the letter would pass through various hands and the
scrutiny of many people now fills me with some embarrass-
ment. Expression of sentiments is considered to be privilege of
an actor who is paid to express them in public. What is good
and what is proper? To bottle up your feelings may be proper,
but is it good (beneficial) to? What maybe manly is not neces-
sarily good psychologically. You have perhaps to pay a heavy
price in psychological terms to earn appreciation from the:
public. | have written to Prakash about how to manage house-
hold and education finance by disposing of the Biratnagar
property and the omaments of Sushila and Nanu. This letter is
also embarrassing

PARIS - French muscums have
engaged inawarof wordsoverthe

“First Arts”

Does France need another

museum with ethnological £

artefacts and non-European arts?

sorein the new building The
French Museum

Marin ciims. “When you open the

which was founded in 1937, says it

plans o continue displaying the

picces it has in its custody butis

willing to organisc the exhibics so

they do notclash with the theme of

the new museum.
v

he need

mask, you will film, shot in
1914by thegrea phorographer
Edward Curtis,and tha shows

natives, clothed in bearskins, dancing
in preparacon forthe chascof the
whale,” Martinadds. “Wonderful!
Such thingsthe knee-jerk ethnologiss

fora new museu, saying the
cxisting ones fulfil the needs. Picrre
Delannoy, ajournalistwho has
rescarched on the subiect, sas that
by scting up the museum Chirac
“suggests thatin the past the French
museumsidnoting  honoue

“The *knee-jerk echnologists™ e
even accuse the new muscum of
“illeal raficking” of pre-colonial
‘materials. In 1999, in a letter to
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin,
André Langaney, director of the
Bborory o ilogial andiopl-
ined that the new

P whichis

elaingto the pre-colonial heriag

pletely false. R
Sources at the My f

muscum had tiggered s frencri
so-called primitive

from Afica, Occania, Asiaand
America, Undl 1998, ll documents
elaing o pre-colonial socictes were
with the country’s Museum of
However, President

African and Oceanic Arts have
expressed fears that they will be
expeced o give upatlest two-
thidsof i he new

art provoking the intensification of
the pillgeof anthropological e
in Afica, Amcrica nd Asia.”

d the

transforming the Museum of

Muwum f. hay

to a Museum of

JacquesCl
setingup ofanew exhibiton cencre
whousewhathecall

gone on strike to protest against

vhat they call “the destruction” of

colonial socicties.
“The new centre, to be called the
French Muscum of Fise Are, is

their b lhs 'vlusnun

Navural History. Critics are
outraged. “Ethnologists in France
areaverysmal i, about o

b ki

P

12,000 Burosa yea in the purchase

ofnew picces. At the same time, the
230 million Euros

L'L

ing the
Museu of Anchropology to forget
exotic things and occupy irslfwith
nature s like asking for a perma-

axpecad
2004,

b d fthe

sl materl fromheso-cilled

new Museum ofFlmAm says th
criticism i

nentby  Pierre
Dellanoy wrote.  (iPs)

of colonialism. I’ras\d:mﬂummm

Hesays the new museurn vl display

itwas setupalicr“anu
I, fron (_].,\udel.cvl

‘modernand unusual

Strauss to Pablo Picasst

the
theirwish that Museum of First. il h
o S
: piccesoutof
Oceania, Asia, and the A . 'T‘ illsh k

the people
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BOUT TOWN

EXHIBITION

% The Wild Tribes Of Ethiopia American photographer Robert Studzinski. Park Gallery,
Pulchowk, until 31 March. 10AM-6PM, except Saturdays. 522307

4 Lives and Work of Nepalese Children Exhibition of the work of Nepali child photographers.
28 March-13 April, Nepal Art Council, Baber Mahal. 220735

> Prints by Noriko Saito, Japan. On show at the Siddharth Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 18-
31 March, 11AM-6PM except Saturdays.

EVENTS

 Shakespeare in the Valley Rato Bangala School presents A Midsummer Night's Dream. 28, 29
and 31 March, Russian Cultural Centre, 5.15PM. 534318, 542045

< Festival of War based on episodes from the Mahabharata. Annual drama production of Studio
7.19/20/21/26/27/28 April and 3/4/5 May at The Naga Theatre, Hotel Vajra. 271545

4 The Warring Shakis: A Paradigm for Gupta Conquests Presentation with slides by
Professor Katherine Anne Harper, Loyola Marymount University, LA. 25 March, 4PM, Royal Nepal
Academy, Kamaladi. Royal Nepal Academy and the South Asia Institute, Heidelberg University,

4 Francophonie Party for French speakers. Songs and a play. Rs 500, members and students
Rs 350 only, both with wine and cheese. 22 March, 6PM, Alliance Francaise, Thapathali. 241163

< Peace rally Show your commitment to a peaceful Nepal. Start from Patan Mangal Bazar, in front
of Krishna Mandir. Walk from Mangal Bazar — Lagankhel - Kumaripati — Jawalakhel, ending in front of
Lalitpur Municipality. 22 March, 3 45PM-5PM

Music

< Sounds of Spring Everything from rock, classical, jazz, funk, fusion, blues, Latin |azz hlg
band, R&B, Nepali folk, salsa, and ry Nepali music. Rs 1,500 per ;3
March, 6PM, Hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

% Kathmandu Jazz Festival Don Burrows and the festival all-stars backed by Cadenza, with a
five-course meal. 22 March, Shangri-La Shambala Garden Cafe, Kathmandu. Tickets Rs 1,980 at
Upstairs Jazz Bar, Shangri-La Hotel and Gokama Forest Golf Resort.

FoOD

4 Holi Hangama Special Hol sekuwa and fusion music. Rs 555
per person, Rs1,010 per couple. 28 March, Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488
#  Tempting Trout Special menu with a wide variety of fresh
trout dishes. Until 31 March, Alfresco, Hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza.
273999

% The Best of Ghar-E-Kabab Celebrating 20 years: 50 percent
off F&B during lunch, dinner 20 percent off, two tables pay the price
from 20 years ago. Until 4 March, Hotel de PAnnapurna. 221711

% The new Roadhouse Café Completely redesigned with
separate bar seating and coffee bar. Original Mediterranean speciali-
ties and wood-fired pizzas. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel.

% Taste of Beijing Roast duck and other Chinese meat, fish and vegetarian delicacies. Beijing
Roast Duck Restaurant, Birendra International Convention Centre. 468589

% Newari Bhoj Traditional snacks, drinks and meals, outdoors or indoor, in a restaurant designed
by Bhaktapur artisans. Lajana Restaurant. Lazimpat. 413874

< Complete dining experience Seasonal greens, meats from the wood fired oven with
speciality sauces and fresh herbs. Premium wines, special desserts. 5.30PM onwards daily. Rox
Restaurant, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

% Charcoalz Grilled delicacies from around the world, glass of lager, live music, strawberries with
cream. Non-vegetarians Rs 595 and vegetarians Rs 495, tax included. Poolside, Yak & Yeti. 248999
% Singaporean and Malaysian food Satay, rice, soymilk dishes, curry puffs and more. Near St
Mary's School. Sing Ma, the Food Court. Foodcourt@wlink.com.np. 520004

4 Variable chef special luncheons Especially for office goers at special rates, 12-3PM.
Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

% Lunch, tea and dinner European and American cuisine with fine wines. La'Soon Restaurant
and Vinotheque, Pulchowk. 535290

+  Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Saturdays
at the Godavari Village Resort, Rs 650 per head. 560675

GETAWAYS

4 Stress busters Day at the spa with meditation session, talk on stress management, and have
apoolside meal at the Terrace. Rs 1,200 per head. The Club At The Hyatt. 491234

# Getaway to Thailand One-way fiight Kathmandu to Bangkok, $210 including insurance
charges. Going Places Travel, Kathmandu. 61-23402, 251400

“ March Madness Special daily rate with set meals, luxury ‘on stilts’ cottage and pickup, $10 a
day. Park activities extra. Jungle Base Camp Lodge, Bardia National Park. 61-31691, 251400

% Want a break? Short breaks and special offers at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

% Rhododendron Getaway at the Horseshoe Resort in Mude, three hours from Kathmandu. Two
days of rhododendron walks in forests, package tours at $30 per day, all meals and sauna included.
Email resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

4 Lakhuri Bhanjyang Getaway Breathtaking views of Kathmandu Valley 15 km/ 45 minutes from
B&B Hospital. Adventure Tented Camp and Country Kitchen, Lubhu, Lalitpur. Weekdays ring 418922,
981026637

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

This satellite image of the subcontinent taken on Wednes-
day morning shows a band of clouds stretching across
from the Arabian Sea to the Pamirs which is a part of a
low pressure circulation over Iran, The front is moving in
anorth-easterly direction and is expected to bring
overcast skies and a hazy outlook over central Nepal
| over the weekend. The system lacks moisture however,
and will not bring more than drizzles. A recurrence of
contact between cold winds from the Tibetan plateau
with warm moisture-laden convection over the southern
Himalaya which caused Sunday afternoon’s hailstorm is
not expected to recur till midweek.

KATHMANDU VALLEY
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YAK YETI YAK

by MIKU

Bennet, ction

Mother Sister Daughter: NepaPs Press on Women
Sanzharika Samuha, Kathmandu, 2002

Rs32:

Ths ccllecnon of newspapearices fom Englsh-linguage nevspapers 1nd st rom
epal n howsocicy c

on womenshemh dviolene. o focuesn scresof p

cringth don firse d pieces on gender s

Dangerous Wives and Sacred Sisters: Social and Symbolic Roles
of High-Caste Women in Nepal Lynn Bennetc

Mandsla Book Pointand Columbia University Press, Kathmandu, 1 ‘)83/2002
Rs800

- — =

fevel he

B1h\|n and Chherri Hlndus in mml Nspﬂ Thmugh ademlcd examination of the social,
1

genderamong

d ritual that between men and women, this study

reveals thesymbolicroots of women's power and the comples socal nstirurions, normsand
eliefthat seck to contain that power and dirct it o perpetuatethe patilineal group,

The Eastern Stories Joseph Conrad, ed. Ban Kah Choon
Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2000
Rs472
Conrad travelled around south-east Asia as a young sailor from 1883-1889. This collection
brings together his most representative stories from the area,setin Java, Borneo, Singapore
and Sumats. They porcy e dring peiod of apd colnil expanson e fe v

lly. Ch: in moments of tragic,
b Fering ways of life, as n onflict with indi Malay
traditions.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Nagarkot Special at Naked Chef bed and break-
fast, two-way transport, three-course gourmet
dinner. Rs 1,440 or $19. Reservations: 441494,

680006.

Semi-furnished spacious house in quiet
vesidential area near UN complex suitable for foreign
family. Contact 521024.

English teacher required Part-time hours.
Excellent pay and conditions. Must be native
speaker. Tel: 429590

Reflexology! The therapist applies alternating
pressure to the feet. It reduces stress, promotes
relaxation and good health. Email
buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 410735

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay

oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events
on full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
“highest", “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced or
repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the
HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and parts
available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired.
New and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and Expeditions.
437437,

Palms at unbeatable bargain prices Areca
Palm, Chamaedora Palm, Phoenix Palm. We have
Birds of Paradise, Nolinas, Ficus. Call Mani Rai at
424877 after 2PM.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

0615-0645 BBC World Today
0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
0615-0645 BBCAgenda
2045-2115 BBC Aureft @ar
2245-2300 BBC Areft @av

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

NEPALI SOCIETY

hen Dipendra

Gauchan cast Brinda

Adhikari in the award-
winning docu-drama Ujeli
nine years ago, the eight-year-
old girl had no idea what was
awaiting her. Ujeli was
broadcast on more than 20
television channels all over
the world, and with it, Brinda
also became well-known.
Today, she is preparing to take
her School Leaving Certificate
exams and wants to study
science if she does well.

But life after Ujeli wasn't
easy. Rasuwa's traditional
society wasn't willing to rest
easy about the fact that such a
young girl had played the role
of a married woman. “The
people in our village didn't
understand then that this was
a film, a story, and | was really
hassled,” she says. A local
newspaper took up Brinda's
cause in 1996 and a group of
people petitioned the SOS
Hermann School to provide
her free education. Although

the school only took in or-
phans under six years,
Brinda’s was an exception
and the school consented.

The school expected a lot
from Brinda, but the trauma of
her early fame, and the often
unfriendly attention of her
village had left its mark on the
young girl, and she turned
inward, shunning the leader-
ship role the school would
have liked her to take. Says
Shankarprasad Poudel,
principal of the SOS
Hermann's School, “Perhaps
due to the psychological
impact of the whole episode,
she only adjusted two or three
years later. But now she takes
part in the different school
activities, even plays and other
theatrical productions. We are
convinced that she has
outstanding talent, and if she
gets the opportunity she can
do very well."

Brinda is the youngest
daughter of Chintamani
Adhikari, a farmer from Betini

in Rasuwa district. She
actively took part in cultural
activities in her village as a
child, and even won several
prizes. How she landed her
star role in Ujeli is an interest-
ing story. When the film unit
showed up in Brinda's
classroom and asked after the
most talented child, the
teacher pointed to Brinda. No
one at home knew about it.
“They only found out after
almost half the shooting was
complete. But no one said
anything, they all liked it,"
smiles Brinda. She has fond
memories of the time, despite
the difficulties that followed

Today Brinda lives in the
SOS Children's Village, only
going home over Dasain. And
she still loves to act. She also
wants to learn dance, but
hasn't had the chance. Always
up for a good story, Brinda
loves reading Nepali and
English novels, as well as
watching Nepali and Hindi
films, and the news and other
world events on television
The school is willing to help
fund acting lessons for Brinda
if she decides she wants
them, and can handle the
pressure. “She is national
property, and everyone should
support her. We too will help
her,” says principal Poudel.
Today when Brinda goes back
home, the villagers treat her
with respect, a far cry from
their earlier jibes. ¢
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Dry days are here again

A fcr gooschrny ine, the mostovcrated ligudin theword s probably

water. life on other pl

ateri However, know l xpericncein my own
cole that semiincel lourish despie nota drop of water having
flowed ou of our taps since the reign of King Amsuvarma. This s proof that
we don'treally ned wateraeall o keep body and soul ogether. We can cary
oniin this rajectory through our currenc
oflife and re-birch, with no water atall. We don't need any H,0, thank you.
Sovery kind of you, sir.

Generati "

ater, and
. The tricki ith other vial iquids

herever d recycleevery drop. Th neigh-
bourhood, forinstance,that letely d aywith washing, To clean
sofled Y-fronsthatthey have gevery d: t
the i . they “drycleaning’,
thich i li an d klin
liberal d it. Voila! U

asncw.
Brushing tecth s a very watcr-intensive exercise.
Bumany of us have totlly obviated the nccd for
waterand roorhpasteafer discoveringthatone can
brush one’steeth with geat cfficacy ifone gargleswith
abortcofbeer (“Probably the Best Mouthwashin the
World")and then using the cnsing froth to
vigorously brush ll nooks and crannics whin our
oral caviies. White, healhiertecch,no plaque, no
need forwater,anda greatway tostarta
nevwdlay.
“There musthave beenahuge
shortageofwaterinancient Egypr,
becauseweknov from histrical
parchment ecords chat Cleopatra
bathed in asses’ milk. The
historical records don’t tell us
whar Mark Anrony thoughtof
chis practice, orfhein fact
joined hein the o doasinine things, bt did save Egyptalotofwaer

Now, ‘ i eur i igh
hood, but none of th “Thi
ml[k for us for rhc time bemg. burwhcrc (her: |savu|l rherc isaway. l hose:
h

P
hers in he hetr o, Allwe have o
hndm(d\ebmmh
their gr tky cl
Initscforc he Kathmand:
dwell 1 de times an hour. All added chis
Nowthac this,all we have to d I f
he day to quench our thirst In dobuy
mincrlwatr ThirsPec (Regiee Trademark, Paent Pending).
ater more. Many ofus
h De
which they h duringthe day,lf th nhmdlegj
and um. i Delphinium

belladona, youcan cmploy (hc wniasolthezno clcpham, Gjus which vill
notonly iigatc
phosphorusand nittogen-rich nutriens.

At this rate of water conservation, it is highly probable that we will not
need the Melamchi project atall, and can use the 24 km tunnel to runa
hihspsd i conns Sl with Trkghyangochahepope
of Upp ! toclan
ther s ona daly basis, ¢
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