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EXCLUSIVE

Children in crossfire

Maoist attacks are expected to intensify
in the run-up to a threatened strike 2-6
April. Western embassies have asked
tourists to exercise caution, but stopped
short of saying thry should cancel travel
plans. Thebandh will directly affect
250,000 students who start their SLC

exams next week. Maoists appear to
have deliberately timed the strike to
coincide with the exams. The govern-
‘ment promises full security at consoli-
dated exam centres nationwide.
Editor freed

Mulyankan editor Shyam Shrestha's
nine-day ordeal in custody ended
Tuesday. He and two fellow detainees
were blindfolded, handcuffed and
interrogated on their alleged links with
Indian Maoists to news reports about
civilian deaths in the counter-insurgency
campaign. “At times we were mistreated
and threatened,” Shrestha told us. The
editor of Sanghu, Gopal Budathoki, was
also freed after 24 days in detention. At
least 30 journalists are still in custody.
The Paris-based group, Reporters
without Borders, said “The fight against
terrorism, however lawful, cannot justify
serious human rights violations, espe-
cially those involving press freedom.”

COAS appeal to media
Chief of Army Staff General Prajwalla S
Rana this week asked journalists report
facts, saying one confusing or false
news is all that it takes to affect public
trust, and morale in the army ranks.

(For translation of speech, see p3)
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Q. Isita good idea for Prime Miister Sher Bahadur
Deaba tovisitIndia?

ot votes: 1049

A foorball gameis in progress. layers
are foulingand not playing fr. Ac
halftime, the referce changes the
rules toallow offsides.

“Thatis how some political analysts
characteris the present debate over
constitutional eforms. The country’scrisis
representsa filure of politcians,they say,
ot the constiution.

Bu those in favour of reforms, and
chis group now includes the entire
spectrum of parliamentary parcis, want
to tinker with the constitution—all for
cheir own partisan interests.

“Theagenda for this debate s bing set
from behind the scenes by the Maoistsand
their violent attempt to dismantle paria-
mentary democacy. The Nepali Conges,
UML, RPP and NSPalgre and hope)

Maoists, who say things have now got so

bad that mere constitutional reform will not

suffice. Former speakerand architect of the
present constitution, Daman Nath
Dhungana, isfrom this school. Hesays:
“Every political party has its own agenda,
how are they ever going to agree? |
belicve the answer may lie in a Constiru-
ent Assembly, there doesn’t seem to be
any other alternative to end the
bloodshed.”
‘The proposals for
o hanseof

that illsctevery-
thing right, and it may even bring he
Maoists to the mainstream.

“The Nepali Congress appears desperate
enough to believe in its own panaceas. But
it may not be as casy as thar, and constiru-
tional changes t ths time may actually
haveunforescen consequences. The debate
over constiutional reforms s expected to
heat up in the coming wecks, and may be
lle o han a wayfo non peforming

di attention

various political parics .
read like clection
manifestos. Many of the 7.
ideas do not need a change
inthesarutes o beimple-
mented, new legislation would do.
Hereisa brief summary of the proposals
the big partics have put up. The ruling
Nepali Congress wans:

© Grantcitizenship toallvoters in the

from their own h

o Deli learly the powers o the

Acpresentall parliamentary parties and
the palace are arrayed against the Maoists.
‘The debarc over constitutional change s
sure to pit veryoneagainst cach other, and
shatter thisunity. Bu the pro-change
juggernaut s now st to oll. Those like
consiuondllav exper Gansh R

g
® Limit cabinet size t0 25
@ Sksh lower housesize to 155, and
upperhouseo 3
@ Public hearings o confirm appointment
of ChiefJustice
© Patliamentary hearings or confirming

ma .
|ngvu|c:s|n(hew11dcmesx “Imll say, @ Drimeminister o form 15-member
show some patienceand disiplineinthe  election government

conductof democracy,and things will ll “The main opposition UML forits

into place,” he told us.
‘Then thereare those, indluding the

part, would like to have:
@ Anelection government ofall partics

Politicians want change. Any change.

in parliament
A national government in periods
of crisis

Editorial p2
Debriefing Deuba

tosay that the RPP wants members of the
proposed clection government not to
contest lections, and local body elections
0 be on non-party basis. The tarai-based
NSP'smain plank i regional autonomyand
aresolution of the citizenship problem. Oh
s the NSPasowant Hindi o be the

d language.

o more legal amb dissolu-
tion of parliament

© Limitcabinetsize to 10 percentof
parliament membership

© Givethe CIAA more fangs

© Public hearings forapp Il

Thc only thing everyone seems o agree
onis that the prime minister should have
the powwer to sceka fresh mandate, and the
formation of some kind of neutral lection
government. But agreeing and

constitutional bodies
© More power tolocal government units
© Special programs for dalits janajatisand
women
 Education to respond to national need
o Confiscate property of corrupt
® Solve citizenship crisis without compro-
mising national interest

The RPP and the NSP have their own
lists which we will not go into here, except

Maoist olive branch?

SARBARI MAJUMDAR IN CALCUTTA

llthe proposals, and keeping everyone
happywould be long and acrimonious.
Howeverpioustheintentions for
consituional reformsare made tosound,
almostevery word in the pary proposils
smackof some vested, short-term partisan
interest. The NC's proposalsare devised ina
manner that would increaseitschancesof
remainingin power,and the UML o provide
irasteppingstone o nter Singha Darbar.

9

Q. Should the government accept the Maostoffer to
talks?

Evenif he was planning to meet Maoists, Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba couldn’t
have possibly fit them in during his hectic schedule in Calcutta 23-24 March. A visit to
Howrah, banquet by West Bengal Governor Viren J Shah, puja to the godddess Kali,
tours of two museums, and the next morning a half-hour talk with chief minister
Buddhadev Bhatacharya (see picture, right).

However, Indian intelligence sources tell us three top Maoist leaders had entered
West Bengal during the week of the Deuba visit and were staying at a safe house in
Slllgurl Chandva Prasad Gajurel, the central comittee member in charge of interna-

Mohan Baidya, the 60 and Top
Bahadur Raimajhi, Maoist negotiator in the first round of talks, were there to see if
they could meet Deuba and resume dialogue, sources said.

“It was the Maoists who were desperate to reopen talks with the government,”
one senior i the prime minister said. “
from them, not from Deuba.”

He said Deuba was keen to get a consensus from o(her pomica\ leaders. m
Kathmandu g talks. Initial Maoist
Deuba was in New Delhi, bul the prime minister could not al such short notice change

his disarm-before-negotiation stance.

Aformer Indian intelligence official and
top expert on Maoists, Amiyo Kumar Samanta,
told us this was standard Maoist tactics:

“Under military pressure, they would look for
fresh talks and send out feelers, and when the government lums them down they
spread the rumour they are not keen to meet them.”

Indian military analysts like Maj-Gen K K Ganguly feel Deuba may be waiting to see
what kind of military help he can get from India, the United States and Britain so he can
carry a bigger stick before talks resume. “If he gets something substantial without
strings attached, he will keep pursuing the military option,” Ganguly told us.

In the end, Deuba did sightseeing and seems to have hit it off well with
Bhattacharya. Sources present at the meeting said both agreed about the common
threat to Nepal and India from Maoists and the need for a concerted offensive.
Bhatacharya later told the press the alliance between Nepali Maoists and the Peoples
War Group and the Maoist Communist Centre was a major threat for India. He alleged
that Pakistani military intelligence was backing the groups to destabilise India's strategic
Siliguri Corridor. “It is in our mutual interests to fight the Maoists,” Bhattacharya said.
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% DeBRrREFING DEUBA

The visit also demystified certain mysteries. If it wasn't glaringly
evident before, it is quite open now that the Indians have a fairly good
idea of the whereabouts of our comrades in Noida and Gonda. Other-
wise why would they escort Messrs Gajurel, Baidya and Rayamajhi to
Siliguri to coincide with the Deuba visit? Deuba claims that his Indian
interlocutors assured him they would help to curb the activities of the
Maoists in India. If they meant that, could Siliguri perhaps be a place to
start? Just asking.

Meanwhile, back on the home front, Deuba returns to renewed
efforts by party dissidents to unseat him. Which means he will now
have to get back to devoting more time to curbing a possible mutiny
rather than addressing the country's urgent governance crisis.

He is also now under pressure to take seriously Prachanda's offer
of reopening talks.

Despite being personally doubtful of Maoist trustworthiness after
being let down in November, there are now indications that the Maoists

hot about talking again. The polit i
have regained the upperhand within the movement, and the action of the
security forces is taking a toll on the morale and mobility of the militia.

The last time the Maoists came to talk last year, they used the
three months to launch a campaign of extortion and intimidation in the
countryside, they rearmed, regrouped and retrained to prepare to
take on the army. You can understand Deuba's wariness, and why
he is insisting that the Maoists lay down their arms first. Deuba's
hawkish advisers have also told him the Maoists will settle for
nothing less than total power, and they are just buying time again by
pushing out an olive branch.

If the talks resume, then it wil be back to the minefield of constitu-
tional reforms. However flawed, public opinion appears to be veering
towards support of reforming the statutes as this is the only thing that
‘will bring the Maoists to the mainstream. However, it is important to
remember that what is happening today in Nepal is not really a failure of
the constitution but a failure of politicians to work honestly and effi-
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“Who hrought the nation to its
present condition?”’

Translated excerpts of the hard-hitting speech delivered by Chief of
Army Staff, Prajwalla SJB Rana, at the convocation of the command
and staff training at the Tokha on Wednesday.
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New Delhi and Calcutta last week can be classed as a low-
intensity visit. There was nothing he and his entourage did
there that couldn’t have been accomplished in one of those quick-
European ini make to aneighbour-
ing country for business lunches with their counterparts.

But our leaders have all the time in the world. Deuba went, he
talked, he inspected the artefacts at the Victoria Memorial, and he
returned. Since we didn't expect anything major to happen, we were
nottoo disappointed that nothing did. It's true the Indian media ignored
the visit, but why are we surprised? Although the trip loomed large
here, in India's scheme of things the prospect of Lagaan winning an
Oscar was much more in their overall national interest.

Cutting through the diplomatic verbiage, the rhetorical speeches,
and the predictable answers to predictable questions at press
conferences, we get a glimmer of the reason why the Indians
perhaps ignored the visit. Deuba’s most important was to
get Indian federal and state officialdom to finally acknowledge that:

a) Nepal has a serious Maoist problem;

b) its leaders have safe haven in Indian territory;

c) the growth of a Maoist revolt in Nepal has serious
crossborder implications for the Indian states in an arc of
instability from West Bengal to Andhra Pradesh.

Lest this sudden spurt of Indian interest in our own dirty little war
raise eyebrows back home, Deuba told just about everyone who
cared to listen that there was absolutely no need for the Indian Army
to spring to our aid. However, he did accept an offer for unspecified
hardware, training as well as an imminent visit by Indian Home Minister
Lal Krishna Advani. And he tried to placate the Indians about the
presence here of westem counter-terrorism advisers, and the
purchase of non-Indian military gear. But with India now firmly in the
US global war on terror saddle, this shouldn't have been as sensitive
as it would have even a year ago.

A s prime ministerial trips go, Sher Bahadur Deuba's travel to

.o
disregard for the work of the Royal
Nepalese Army in support of the nation
and national sccurity? Have all scctors
provided the expected support to the
Royal Nepalese Army's cfforts?

“The present crisis could be a serious
threat to national sccurity and prestige,
and [ want to make the rank and file
aware of the questions being raised all
over about what the Royal Nepalese
Army should be doing,

Twould like to inform you that ac
this point, it is only the Right Honorable
Prime Minister and some youthful
ministers who have understood the
seriousness of the threat to national
sccurity, and provided support toall
security agencies.

Teisan indispurable fct that the Royal
Nepalese Army which has taken responsibil-
ity for the independence, sovercignry and
territorial integrity of the Kingdom of
Nepal, has remained within the constitution
and devoted itelfto service of nation,
monarchy and people. Bucwhen thearmy
abides by the consticuion, it also works to
protect it. What this means s that the
Royal Nepalese Army will never engage in
double talk. This fact should be under-
stood byall.

There may be other reasons that the
country has arrived at this critical
juncrure, but in the present context i is
clear that the main factor is Maost
terrorism. In accordance with the
constitution, the Royal Nepalese Army
has been deployed to achicve the national
goal of liminating terrorism, Crushing
terrorism can be a long and difficult war.
In this type of batle sometimes you may
achieve your goal, but there willalso be
setbacks. We must not be distracted, we
have to draw our lessons from them. We

Was the state of emergency declared
because the army wanted i, or was it
needed because of this grave threat to
nationalsccurity? Before debating this
issue, we need to understand why the
statc of emergency was needed in the first
place. Ina country where there isa
democracy, clected people’s representa-
tives and an clected majority government,
can the state of emergency be declared
just because the army wants i

Do we accept direct terrorist attacks
on the constitution, constitutional
governmentand government installations
asa national crisis or no? Ifno Nepali
canaceept the killing of one Nepali by
another, do you think the army has
stepped out to kill our own brothers and
sisters on its own accord? s it right to
blame the Royal Nepalese Army, the
protector of national security, fora
sivuation which is the result of 12 years
of political factors? Why was the advice
given by the army on matters of national
sccurity not taken seriously and ignored?
Ifwe look for answers to all these
questions, then the reality will automati-
ally surfuce.

“The Royal Nepalese Army has been
carrying out the orders of His Majesty's
Government, and implementing ts
assigned tasks. Butare the clected

are cqually sensicive that innocent people
should not suffer any lossesin the course
of war, and we have given clear orders
about this to all concerned. Stil, there
may have been some lapses on our side.
We have learnt and have continuously
improved out workstyle...

I now want to use this opportunity to
address the respected journalistic
fraternity. The nation is going through a
very difficult situation, the cconomy s in
a critical state. Because of the security
situation there have been fewer tourists,
and businesses relying on tourism are
collapsing, Nepalis and foreigners
working on development and infrastruc-
ture are stopping construction work.

Don't we have to ensure sability of
the nation, ensure a sense of sccurity o
all citizens, and return the image of
beautiful, peaceful Nepal? Despite
difficulties arising from non-cooperation,
in a situation where soldicrs of the Royal
Nepalese Army are putting their lives on the
line i the service of the nation, s natural
to expect you to bring out the facts and
help raise the morale of the army.

‘Asmall, but confusingand fase news
item in the papers or a comment, can
have a negative impact on the trust and
confidence that we have carned from the
Nepali people afcera long and hard
struggle. Human beings are sensitive, and
itis natural for there to be differences
berween the belicfs and ideologies, butin
this time of crisis it is necessary to keep
our differences on hold.

Atatime when global public opinion
is standing up against terrorism, all of us
Nepalis have to stand united in helping
the Royal Nepalese Army complete s
responsibilities. I extend that appeal to
all respected journalists. ¢

INIVO IWLI0VS

ciently in the national interest. The constitutional debate may also be a
red herring to divert debate from the real issues of governance, and
lack of development. And ultimately it could narrow the discourse down
to the powers of the monarchy.

The comrades, for their part, are using the fireworks in the run-up to
and during their five-day bandh as a bargaining chip to force Deuba on
talks. This will not work. What will work is Deuba being convinced that
a resumption of talks will defuse threats from the Congress dissident
factions and their unspoken alliance with the moderate left opposition.

One thing everyone—the Maoists, the ruling party, the opposition,
the security forces—must respond to is growing public weariness with
this senseless and wasteful war. There is a peace constituency out
there, and political forces ignore it at their own peril.

ROBIN SAYAMI
MIN BAJRACHARYA

headquarters and has been on the
defensive. In a situation where, after
the declaration of emergency, the army
has been deployed nationwide, such
blinkered views are totally untruc.

It may not be possible for the Royal

he country’s situation, which had
T been deteriorating for the past
few years, has now reached a

critical phase. All Nepalis as well as the
international community are aware and
worried about this. Terrorists, extrem- people’s representatives also taking up
ists, ethnic separatists and criminals Nepalese Army to remain ly their ibilities in their constituen-
fecl encouraged. Events that pushour  in all arcas it has reached, but the cics? Why are they not helping the
socicty towards confusion and anarchy  clashes that have taken place in security forces in its campaign against
have becomencarly commonplace. different parts of the country prove terrorists in their consituencics?
These trends have raised many ques- tha the allegations are baseless. What Ata time when all citizens need to
tions, which should not only be needs to be keptin mind here s this: unite to defeat the Maosts, we sce
addressed to us but to all Nepalis. who brought the nation to s present  confusion, political drift and power

We have heard even responsible condicion I this the creation of bad-  struggles for the lcadership of partics.
people saying that the Royal Nepalese  governance, or s it something that the  Whyare these selfish games of factional
Army is centred only in the district army has brought about? dominance being played out with

STATE OF THE STATE

More of the same in Monterrey

The US offers more dough to poor countries to join its global war on terror.

by CK LAL

But will it help?

cee .
£Ram Sharan Mahatowesan
D explanation to the nation

about what exactly he
achieved by flying halfivay across the
globe to Montrrey's UN Interna-
tional Conference on Financing for
Development during the middle
of a national crisisand a cabinet
moratorium on foreign travel. But
considering our donor depend-
ency, artendance may have been
mandaory.

Nepal's experience with the
forcign id has been no diffcrent
from that of the other powerless
countriesthatatended Monterrey.
Perhaps the firs instance of forcign
aid, it can be called thar, was the
British grant of “an uncondiional
annual present of upees ten lakhs
tobe paid in perperuity” for the
valuable help rendered by Nepal for
four-and-a-halfycars during the
First World War. This was
subscquently doubled wehen Nepalis
fought even more loyally for the
British during the Second World
War, Since the country was Rana
property at that time, the moncy

begging bowlstatus to the Nepali
state by dispensing with the
institutions of democratic
governance. But what was really
baffling was his success in
persuading President Eisenhower
to bankrol his absolute rule with
the pledge of $15 million extra
assistance in 1960,

“To be fai,che aid did pardially
pay for the literacy drive and the
malariacradication campaigns.
Other donors such as India, Rusia
and Britain worked together to
fight thir fear of Chinese influence
in the Himalayan Kingdom with
investment in infrastructure
projects,but the unintended
consequence ofchis largely unsolic-
ited largesse was the institution-
alisation of aculure of depend-
ency. By the end of seventics, the
country had lost the will to do
anything on its own.

“The stated purposc of the
Monterrey meet st week was
aleruistic: to double che $50 billion
offorcign aid each year to halve
poverty by 2015. The United

.
0.7 percent), announced adoubling
ofaid by 2006—pardy tooffset
criticism in Monterrey. But post 9/
11,aid is suddenly being prescribed
asanantidore to terrorism. There
areloud hints emanating from the
‘White House th he real

‘remain the same.
Well-administered aid can

indeed do wonders for the

countries mired in the vicious

circle ofilliteracy, ill-health,

poverty,lack of growth and the
i UN

the Mexico summit was to seck vows

2
Secretary General Kofi Annan

on carler loans. Nothing shorc
of witing offall past loans can

check the further pauperisacion
of the world's poor. Adminis-
tering the IMF prescriptions
over last owo decades has
aggravated theills of poverty,
marginalisation and exclusion in
e loni

ity for Globocop George W.
fri e

I Monterrey

says Butcy ddlingby the
lords of povertyin policy formula-

Fund” and the World Bank
dominated the show, and the final
Monterrey declaration wasa sugar-
coated version of the Washington
nsensus. The new auphemism for
privadisation is “batdling corrup-
tion”, globalisation will henceforch

p
oppositeffect.

In recent years, the focus of
the Washington Consensus has
shifted from humanitarian aid to
international trade and develop-
mentloans. Poor countries were
made to borrow to pay for the

beknown as “adopringsoli
cconomic practices’, and theloss of
cconomicsovereignty will now go
under the guiscof “spending funds
effcienty”. With these conditions,
poor countries have been promised
alicde more dole, bt to expectany
meaningful change afer these
commitments would be o ignore
the chasm between the developing
and the developed world. Thegrip

States, which ly 0.01

ofrich the world

probably paid for their h
andabroad.
King Mahendra restored the

percent of its GDP as aid (com-

pared vith the UN ded

cconomy i so tight-fisted that the
hinos chiaee,the more th

pensive projects they had
signed on o carlier. The drying
up of direct aid and an increase
in conditional loans from
maltilateral agencies inevitably
led to the institutionalisation of
corruption as the new elite from
the recipient countrics was co-
opted into the international
supplicrs’ necwork.

“The journey has been
downhill ever since, with
countries like Pakistan forced to
borrow even to pay the interest

pingworld. More
doses of the same potion are
unlikely to work.

When Brete Schacfer of the
Heritage Foundation studied
World Bank and IMF data from
countries that had received

e N

the problem of global poverty,
and then dispersed after nearly a
week of pomp. All we haveat the
end of itis a couple of solemn
vows from rich countries. Thus
spake Dubyaman: “We must do
more than just feel good about
what we are doing. We mustdo
good.” Amen, When Americans
decide to do good, the rest of
the world had better head for
the burrows.

Scepticism over the
Monterrey meet is grounded in
the reality of failed expectations.

oa
between 1980 and 1999, he
discovered that “recipients are
morelikely to be worse offafter
the loans than they are to
experience significant economic
growth.” Coming form the
bastion of conservatism, that
self-indictment could be a gross
understatement, but it docs
indicate the enormity of the
problem at hand.

So Monterrey turned out to
be justanother photo-op. Over
50 heads ofstate and hundreds
of otherlesser world leaders
made pious pronouncements on

Despite the dazzlingly incelligent
and glib arguments of develop-
ment cconomists, global povercy
hasn’t decreased, and the inequal-
ity becween the poor and the rich
hasin fact increased. Clearly, the
emphasis now has to shif from
free tradeand development loans
to humanitarian aid and institu-
tion building. Teachinga person
tofish is no doubr a worthwhile
task, but no less importantis to
kecp the fish alive unil the new
fisherfolk can catch fish by
themselves.

So, Dr Mahat. Tellus, how
was the scafood?

COWS OR DONKEYS?

Your editorial (“Fixing the roof
while the house is on fire,"
#83) contributes to the
debate on constitutional
reform. The idea should be to
elect peoples' representa-
tives who are responsible
and accountable to the
people. Presently, most of
them are not. Let the Maoists
come forward and tell us why
they want a constitutional
assembly. How is this going
to make MPs more account-
able? What is the Maoists'
model for a new constitution,
how is it going to be an
improvement on the present
one? Let's stop this killing of
Nepalis by Nepalis. The
culture of communists is that
they don't really care for what
the public thinks or wants,
they go into a closed-door
session and decide for the
rest of us. And then they
invariably end up fighting
each other. Krishna Prasad
Bhattari used to say “you
can't tumn a donkey into a cow
by washing it with milk".
Thank god the Nepali people
now know the difference.

They know a donkey when they
see one.

Hari Pokharel

Taiwan

GENDER AGENDA

One important aspect of
constitutional reform that got
left out during editing my piece
(‘Why do we need constitu-
tional reforms?," #84) is the
reference to “gender-empow-
erment through electoral
equality”. This is vital for the
socialisation of democracy
because much of develop-
ment and democracy are really
meaningful to women at the
grassroots where they reside.
| suggested a system of
electoral segregation where at
the VDC level women chose
two women and if they have
the majority in the population
one more to comprise village
panchayats. At the district level
each political party fields a
male and female candidate,
as a team for DDC/Municipality
leadership. For real devolu-
tion, all taxes must be col-
lected as per the national
parliamentary decrees by the
VDC Tax Office and earmark

50 percent for use by the
District Treasury. It is also
necessary to decentralise the
judiciary into district-based
family courts, criminal courts,
appeals courts and arbitration
courts.

Madhukar Rana

Patan

ALL CORRUPT
| read your editorial (‘41-
2=39," #85) which analyses
the Judicial Commission to
control corruption set up by
King Gyanendra. My question
is: what are we going to do if
everyone is corrupt? After the
Supreme Court comes with its
final report after six months,
there will be no one who is
clean. Will they all be pros-
ecuted? If yes, then who is
going to be left to lead the
country's development?
Pravesh Saria
Chicago, lllinois

SOFT STATE

CK Lal's column (“In a soft
state,” 85) is nugatory, jejune
and fraught with muddled

thinking. By ranting against
Nepal's alleged soft state, Lal
unwittingly advocates an
authoritarian state. And, what
is most galling, he still
pontificates that change has
to begin from the bottom.
Since when have authoritarian
states, those monstrosities of
top-down models started to
encourage bottom-up demo-
cratic processes? There has
to be another way out of our
current political stalemate, Mr

Lal, for the medicine you
propose is as bad as the
disease, if not worse.
Heera Shrestha
Sydney

ARMS ARE US

US Ambassador Mike
Malinowski after his visit to
western Nepal (“Angry
Americans,” #83) drew
parallels between the
Maoists and the Shining
Path, Khmer Rouge and al-
Qaeda. This may be indica-
tion that the US is ready to
support Nepal's war on
Maoist “terrorists™.

It is good news for Nepal
that the Bush administration
has increased by 27 percent
the funding for a federal
program designed to bolster
the militaries in several
countries in Asia, including
Nepal. But will such help be
sufficient to enable the
government to eliminate the
Maoist threat? We need
commando training, helicop-
ters, reconnaissance equip-
ment, armoured vehicles and
maintenance personnel n
large numbers, comparable

to what was supplied to
Colombia and the Philip-
pines. Only then will the
Maoists no longer present the
threat to the people of Nepal.
Chandrakala Thapa
by email

TEARS OF LAUGHTER
Kunda Dixit's column with the
Shakespeare quotes (“Much
ado about nothing new,” #85)
moved me from laughter and
then to tears when | got to the
part 1 think our country sinks
beneath the yoke It weeps, it
bleeds and each new day a
gash is added to her
wounds.”

Hilary Dirlam

by email

Doesn't Kunda Dixit have a
say in the ads that appear
next to his column? If so,
can he call off the one that
extols the imagined virtues
of fair skin? That ad is
offensive in a journal of your
quality.

Joyce Silverstein

Pokhara




ALL PICS: HEWLATA RAI

hingsarc looking up in

T fanka, Not Ceylon. But
rilanka in Nepal’s Kalali

Distrct, the former kamaiya
rehabilitation camp. It looks ikea
new planned township, houses with
tin roofsin neat rows on cither
sides of dustyalleys. Other houses
are going up in cmpry plors, sweaty
workersare making dhikaries

with the pride that he isa member
of thechool and saniation and

fie to kamaiya huts to expel
squattes. Since these former
bonded lak h

Land. TH
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Nearly a year after being
unbonded, kamaiyas find
freedom is just another word.

former

dlsmbu(tsrehabxlmuon suppor

drinking
committees in his neighbourhood.
“The Srilanka campis a succes
story in an ocean of despair among
freed kamaiyas in Nepal's south-
western plains. The Srilnkansare
the lucky ones who got parcels of
land registered in their names. They
gorimberandtin o consiruce

traditional mud c¢ ostore  theirh
food grains. and charity groups. Othersare not
Chet Ram Chaudhary of solucky—they arestill languishing

Srilanka camp already has plenty o
fill up his dhikaries. He wasable to
harvest more than five quintals of
paddy lastseason in his land, and
hopes that with complementing
income from odd labour obs, the
grain willustain his smallfaily of
three for the coming year. ‘I have:
enoughto feed my family for
present thercfore, [ afford to give
my time for socil works,” he sid

in makeshift camps lvingn shacks
with plastic roofs on unregistered
government kand and in consant
fearofsudd

lace to
g, they just moved down the road.
toanother plotat the edge of che
jungle. Ragahi Chaudharyand 133
other families livein constant fear
of another eviction.

On 17 July 2000, he govern-
mentoutlawed the kamaiya system,
aperpetual bonded abour ystem,

ousing
plotson o identity
cards. Official ecords show that
‘more than 18,000 hold

tion paymentsfor bondage.
“Ifsjustastunt,” says Sindari
Devi Chaudhary of Manaharain

Kalali. “Weare toys in the hands

In Banke some kamaiya familics
were distibuted land ownership
centificates without havinga land to
own. We. msr Bw.!hx Ram Th1m

identity cards, of which 80 percent
havealready been distributed and
for settlement.

e e e
, o the non-goue

ofahy that
lacks sincerity.”

Under sceretary at the Ministry
of Land Reform and Management
Shankar Prasad Dhungana isaviare
that many exckamaiyas missed out

and 27 other |

disibuted and ownership
centificatesfour months back that
shows each family holds 5 katthas
offand in Manau villge. The
Banke District Forest Office refused

“Weare free, butourlves are
not much betterthan what we used
o havebefore leaving chekisan

hoschold” Ragali Chauday told
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FOLLOW UP

Clear .flows

the Bagmati

MIN BAJRACHARYA

One step at a time, th(; Valley’s major
source of water is bemg cleaned up.

cesessese
idur Prasad Poudel hasa
mammoth task on his
hands. Nearly six years aftcr

being appointed president of the
ngh Powered Commitece for the

But, heacknowledges,there'stilla
long vay to go—rightup o
Chobar. The Rel

Guhyesowri,just north of
Pashupati, to set up a sewage
scparation and water treatment
plant, and also 25 hectares of
private land along the river to
build roads, a 20 metre greenbels,
and embankments. The plant ac
Kumarigal, Guhyeswori, separates
sewage entering the river from the
Mitra Park and Gokarna arcas
and filrers the water before
releasing it nco the river beyond
Pashupati viaan underground
tunnel. Sludge, or sediment from
the treated water, is pumped into
drying beds, and the project
hopes to sl or distribute i to
the publicas ferdiliser.

So far, an estimated Rs 500
million has been spent on the
project. “By the time we finish
with this portion, it will costa
litele over Rs 600 million,” says
project manager Ram Deep Shah.
Aninitial survey by the commi-
tee indicates that cleaning the
river up all the way to Chobar
will cost Rs 7 billion. “Speaking
from experience, ifall gocs wellin
terms of funding and logistics, we
can clean up the river all that way
i two-and-a-halfor three years,”
says Poudel. “Butar the present
rate of progres, it could take
tventy years.

“They are already experiencing
some hitches. The foam that rises
from the treatment plant every
morning isan indication of
chemicl polluants from the 8

Project’s firstand second phase,
dlaninguptheiverfrom Golarna
w0 T‘I

1l

and Monitoring
ofthe Bagmari AreaSewage
& ! g

us from inside his hutat Bangai
Phatain Bardiya, Lastycar the
District Forest Officein Bardiyasct

practiced mosly in five far-western relmb.l.m.o.meummppvw.m inthelist, and hem his them th d plorsin Manau.
tarai disricts of Banke, Bardiya, The  office will mal ds.“Wenced  Now the Land Disuribution
Kailli, Kanchanpurand Dang. The  Backward Society Education a cabiner decision o makeic Commitcehas promiscd e 3
governmentannouncement (BASE),an NGO spearheading happen, butiti atchasof land in
immediately and automarically amaivarighssays 2600hous- - theexkamalyastomake heiraice villge where hey v sayingin
endedallthe debrand labour holdsof outof  heardatthe policy level"he  plastic entssince st twoweeks.
bligations of kamaiyas who lefc BASE aidaralk Ramdev Chaudhary,leaderof
their employers (kisans). direcor Dill Bahadur Chaudharytold ~ Nepalgun chis weckend. recently formed Liberated Kamaiyas
Presenty,former kamaiyasare  usthe ackof governmentcoordina- “The main problemishat Uplifiment Committ ly
livingn 65 camps. Lastyear, the ~ tionisthe reason for the prblen. govemmentdeparmentsdon'c onccondusion: “The government
governmenedistributed identity quires kisans to InKaidli,  juse ur colleciy
! Kamaiyas—red K before they forexampl,the Land Reform Office - movement. But weare determined
cards for kamaiyas withoutany qualify for the identity cards. Many  identificd thearcasfor kamaiya ofight for our right. We'llkeep

landholding and blue for those

Kisan tefused to idenifytheir

settlement, but the District Forest

stuggling” ¢

HERE AND THERE

friend of mine once spent fa too much time livingn Kabul, long
before Hamid Karzi, Tony Bl nd fishionablconcern sbou he

ple of Afghanistan. He was head of the Interna-

The Tal

No natlon has a

veneer ofcmlnyandmndcml

nonal Committee of [he Rad Cmss in Afghamsun Hiswasa Lhankless
K
g

ing dx: tencts of the Geneva Convention to
breakfasted on fresh blood and hashish, This was around the time thatan
American diplomat told me that Afghanistan “was
People ke my
ICRC friend and afow other brave souls were doing
their best, but oficialdom in Washington, London
and mostof Europe wasn't nterested.

Tasked this fellow latc one night, after far too
many tins of Bulgarian becr, why he stayed, why he |
was so capable of dealing with all types of Afghans,
from widows to warlords. Hisanswer was a classic,
vance for modern day Nepal where
the isk of turning ino 19905 Afghanistan can’tbe

offthe screen, zero interest level.”

and full of

ignored.

“Iam Swiss,” said my friend, “I come from
Appenzellriand—the most backward part of my
country. Westill haven’tallowed women the right
local eections. And ixty years ago, we
were killing cach other over catde and women. We
were having blood feuds, blockading each other and

Killing families n revenge. We were like the

tovote

“Taleban orany other Afghan warlord.”

Hewenton to explain et theory, that the

prisonersof war

‘most advanc

ibs of Appenzell £

by DANIEL LAK

monopoly on barbqt:ism an.q bloogl:letting:

s paper-thin everywhere, that even the
jeties can fall into bluod» mayhemara

Taly only becamea country in the ate 18005, dozens of princely
satesan duchies it undera dodering monarchythatonly relly

And thatall of our

asty

behaviour, discrimination against women, the weak. andihe poor. “We're
justa generation into this modern age,” my friend
opined, waving his i ofbeer, “so I'm very much
athomein Afghanistan.”
“To people from ds\'slopmg counties, Europe

isa fnn[ ofcilsarion, a plce where counticsare
botl

began to prosperafer tinkering

defeatsin two major wars. Germany too came together around the same
time and remains to this day an unevenly cohesive place,is inderor
states competing with each other in telling the nastist jokes about the

peopleacross the sate linc.

The French are far from unified: northerners, southerners, Basques,
Alsamm, Oomns and (hc Ttalians of the Riviera have no time for cach

cessful and

mhcr

[hm own ciizens and he global poor. I's  pace
that seldom putsa foot wrong and is experts,
consultants and humanitarian workers flood the
globewith good advice and cash, much.as they
used to send conqueringarmies o colonise. Yet

it's o casy to forget what a bloody, nasty place
Europe was, and how recently it was thus.

Even before the barbarism of the two World
Wars, much of the continent wasas my friend

dmnbcs his Swiss homeland—brimming with dirt

d? It barely has 1head of state. Its 33 cantons,
&

thevotea few

d which

years ago,are more soveeign and independent than most counties in
the United Nations. Nor do the British or the Dutch escape this sort of
scrutiny although they have hung together better than most.

Sowhat's the lesson for Nepal in Europe’s countless rifts and fault
lines? Wel,iésthat ationsluniy docsn' it nificd view of the

nation. And that ds hnicities,

me together and

d

evenafter devastating wars and

cconomic collapses. Look to Europe for many reasons, but don't see it
asaland of pristine peace whereall has been forever perfectand only

wisdom |

politcal and economic lie i their national
capital, and ripe to heed the powerful message of
ideologues promising Utopiaafier the release ofa
tiver of blood. Sound familiar yet?

Think of those cattle rustlers of Appenzellerland, now schooling

the world's warlords in the most humane ways of war and helping
the hungry at every turn. But don’t drink Bulgarian beer. Take my

word for it.

Project, Poudel is sill working
hard o eimigorac he sver tat

runs through the Valley. (‘A

sewer runs through it,” #39)

Buc he, and every capital
resident who's ever been felled by
the odours in the air or the
sewage flowing through their taps
can take heart. His work is
starting to pay off. The waters of
the Bagmati,the river that
originates in the Shivapuri hills
and windsits way south across
the Valley towards Chobar, has
become relatively clean in the
stretch from Gokarna to
Tilganaga, just below Pashupai

Te'sa development that hasn't
gone unnoriced by people
mourning their dead and taking
ricual baths at the ghars of
Pashupat, “I¢'s been about six
months, there has been clean
water in the ghats” says Poudel.

MIN BAIRACHARYA

Daily aboratory readings
indicate that the pollution
indicator, the biological oxygen
demand (BOD) of the water, is at
times even higher than the
minimum acceptable standard. At
the inlec it s 300 mg per lcre,
butafeer its treated, it s 22 mg
- 40 mg perlitre at the outler—
meaning that one can bathe and
wash in the water. The project
even supplies drinking water to
the Pashupati arca.

With a population that has
surpassed 1.7 million, the Valley
now gencrates 750 cubic metres
of solid waste every year. About
70 percent of this s disposed by
the municipality in various
landlls, and 5-10 percent s
recycled. But the restis dumped
on the banks of the river, The
Bagmatiis not justa sewer, but
also a garbage dump.

“The project niially acquired
just over 4.5 hectares of land in

, carpets,
dvcmg, and small handicrafis—
upstream. “Chemical pollutants
slow down the water treatment
process. It slows down the growth
of bacteria that help clean the
water.” Numerous letters have
been despatched to the Ministry
of Industry, Commerceand
Supplies to monitor the use of
chemicals, “But they are not
reactingas quickly as we would
like them to,” explains Poudel.
The term of the committee
runs for just another threc
months, but members have
recommended o the prime
minister and the Ministry of
Housing and Physical Planning to
extend their term or set up
another committee that will focus
on cleaning up all the rivers in the
Valley—the Bishnumati,
Manohara, Tukuche,
Hanumante, Dhobi Khola—and
not just the Bagmati, “After
comingso far, I don't hinkit’s
impossible,” smiles Poudel, whose
team has to work with the
concerned VDCs, DDCs, the
Kathmandu Metropolican Ci
well as the concerned ministrics
and the public. “If the govern-
mentand the public want it to
happen and everyone works
towards that goal,it's not
impossible.” But he also calls on
civil socicty to help, to ensure
tha things go as planned. “If
people like the Chaudhary
Group, who havealready ex-
pressed much concern about the
statc of the Bagmati, offer to
clean up the arca below Tilganga
until Thapathali, I'd supporc
them all the way.”

On the box

There's no doubt about the glamour of television. But aren't politicians, enamoured with seeing themselves
on the idiot box, over reacting? The Nepali Congress Central Working Committee found it a serious offense
that state-run Nepal Television did not show faces of their top leaders—Girija Prasad Koirala, Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai and Sher Bahadur Deuba—while covering the CWC's most recent meeting. Information
and Communication Minister Jaya Prakash Prasad Gupta received a note from the CWC seeking an
explanation (within three days) when the major Congress leaders didn't appear on the news bulletin. We
don't blame Gupta, who may have a better understanding of just what people don’t want to see. Now if
only NC bosses reacted like that on other more pressing issues facing the nation.

Govinda Mainali

Human Rights activists visiting Govinda Mainali at the Tokyo Detention Centre last week says he's doing
well—except of course the ordeal of having to spend time in a foreign jail for a crime he did not commit.
After a prolonged trial beginning in 1997, the Nepali migrant worker was sentenced to life imprisonment on
22 December 2000. He was charged of murdering Yasuko Watanabe. Shortly afterwards, Mainali was
tried at the Tokyo District Court, but on 14 April, 2000, judge Toshikazu Obuchi had pronounced him not
guilty. Mainali was to be freed but the prosecutor filed an appeal and demanded the Tokyo High Court
continue to detain him. The court complied with the request and in the trial that followed, even though there
was no new evidence, the chief judge of the court Takagw Toshio, reversed the lower court's decision.
Mainali was tolife treatment meted outtoa
Nepali migrant worker whose only crime, if any, was over staying the visa permit, has galvanised many
Japanese and Nepali nationals in Japan to form the “Justice for Govinda” group. They believe that Mainaliis
innocent and are fighting to create public opinion in favour of Mainali and to lobby for his fair trial and
acquittal.

Dental help

Rotary International has given a grant to the National Dental Hospital to complete a maxillofacial center
providing treatment for cleft palate, oral cancer care and accident trauma. This will be a free service for
the poor. Experts have also recommended setting up a rural dental system in Nepal, which is not top
heavy with the cost of traditional dental equipment and the need for centrally located clinics. But why you
may ask.

The food habits of Nepalis, from Nepalgunj to Namche have changed and, among other things, that has
resulted to an increase in dental diseases. That's what a WHO study conducted among children of the
Khumbu region indicates. The shift from salt to sweet tea and sodas has led to a rise in dental diseases in
remote mountain areas, where people usually don't have access to care. Even in Namche, where there is
awell-equipped clinic, the dental standards are below those prescribed by the WHO. The study revealed
very high decay levels, as well as the need for oral hygiene training and treatment
for all children. “Very little exists in the way of research data on current decay and
gum disease levels,” says David Geddes, dental surgeon and mountaineer, involved
in the study. It was also clear that many cleft palate patients and oral cancer
sufferers in Nepal were unable to access any treatment.

Nepali runners dominated the recently concluded Annapurna Mandala Trail, which
organisers say, is the “world's highest race”. On 23 March, Dacchiri Sherpa, a Nepali
living in Switzerland, raced his way to victory. The race, covering 320km over eight
days, took 31 marathoners across rice paddy fields at 800m and up to a height of
5400m through the Thorong Pass, before descending to Dhampus, near Pokhara.
Sherpa, currently considered one of the leading mountain runners in Europe, had a
comfortable two-hour lead over Nar Bahadur Shah, winner of the previous two
races around the Annapurna. Shah was followed by Sumba Sherpa, Babu Raja
Shrestha and Pasang Sherpa.

IN THE APRIL

A SPECIAL LOOK* AT THE

MAOIST WAR

*On news stands 1 April
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brained idealism to believe that the

impending law on regulating the
activities of political partics would end
the horse-trading that has saddled the
country with so much cynicism, But
the outlook may not be all that bad if
you consider House of Represcntatives
Speaker Taranath Ranabhat's sense o
timing, He decided to forward the bill
for the royal seal one day before the US
Congress approved the biggest
campaign-finance reform legislacion
ina generation.

Our bill, primarily aimed at
preventing political partics from
amassing unlimited amounts of money
i contributions, had been languishing
in the upper house for one-and-a-half
years after getting through the lower
chamber. The 19% session of parlia-
ment couldn’t consider the measure
because the opposition parties wanted
Girija Prasad Koirala to step down as
prime minister first, When ruling-party
and opposition MPs expanded their
squabble to establish whether the
Lauda Air lease deal was sleazicr than
the China South West accord, the bill
plunged to new depths of uncercinty.

Asserting his prerogative to forward
the measure to the palace without the
clders’ consent last weck, Ranabhat
took the moral high ground. By citing
the falure of the upper house to abide
ek ¢ upp e

I twould take a full dose of hare-

Funding fundamentals

Attempting to regulate the cash flow of political
parties is noble, but it could mean the spread of
chronic enronitis.

Mohan Adhikary, said his party wel-
comed Ranabhat's decision, although he
personally couldn’t remember the bill's
slient features.

Sceptics always wondered how
incumbents could seriously agree to
dismantle a system that they have
profited from. Conspiracy theorists
believe the lower house simply egged on
the clders tosit on the bl in order to
avoid flibusters their constituents would
never have forgiven, As individuals less
beholden to the influences of soft and
hard money—at least in the public
t house MPs stood a better

w©
recurn a finance bill o the lower
chamber within 15 days, the speaker
reaffirmed the supremacy of representa-
tives the people directly clect. You
could easily get a sense of the urgency
prevailing in the opposition camp as
well. The UML’s chicf whip, Bharat

chance of confronting allegations of
obstructionism.

Now we understand why the Nepali
Congressand the UML have been
pampering the smaller partiesall these
years. The original draft of the bill
envisaged state funding of parics based

on the votes they reccived in the last
clction.Sesingan imminent cish
crunch, the smaller

Advocates of the status quo waged a
gallanc struggle until che very end. If
something isn’c broken, why fixit? After
all, the country has held three
parliamentary clections and two
local elections since the restoration
of democracy 12 years ago. Morco-
ver, all major parties have held
several national and regional
conventions, undergoingsplits and
syntheses,sparing the people the
tedium of having to go through
their profit-and-loss accounts.
Leaders have been running partics with
collections from businessmen and
proceeds from fund-raising drives cither

deleting that provision from the version
being sent to the palace. In doing so,
they also returned the favour to the big
players. (Evenif you can’twin cnough
votes to form the government, ake pride
in your nuisance valuc,)

Once the bl is stamped ino law, all
recognised partics would have to submit
an annual report to the Election Com-
mission, decaling their sources of income
and items of expenditure, They would
also have to maintain a record of dona-
tions of Rs 5,000 and more. The idea is
to ensure that every central commitce
meeting, tree plantation programme and
shadowy signature campaign isfully
accounted for. You can figure out what
kind of opporcunities this would create
for imaginative auditors.

rom th f power or from the
periphery. One businessman recalls how
he had once assembled the entire UML
leadership in his second-floor office in a
dark by-lane in the city centre. He
insists he's an equal opportunity
benefactor. Name any big name in the
ruling party and there’s a good chance
he'll give you a memorised summary of
disbursements complere with dares, time
and amounts. (By the way, he never
forgets to mention how touched he was
by the thriftiness of some of the leaders
who form the core of today's Maoist
leadership.)

“Things were okay until someonc
realiscd that not a single parcy had
offered its accounts for public srutiny.
Ifpoliticians who have no problem with
flaunting their net worth are so zealous

by PUSKAR BHUSAI

in hiding their party accounts, some-
thing must be wrong. Around this tme,
some overworked functionaries in the
partics’ treasury departments began
exphaining how painful raising money
could be. Some moneybags started
reminding us that since “donation” had
aconnotation of free will, “extortion”
provided a more accurate description of
the situation.

“Those campaigning for political
wransparency will have to be prepared
for some naked ruths. What happens
10 parties found to have conuracted
enronitis well before the US energy
giant gavea name to the discasc? Bar
them from contesting the next clection?
Withhold MPs’ paycheques for the first
full year of their term? Make leaders
who have lost the clection perform
1,826 hours of community service, at
the rate of an hour a day over the five-
year legislative term?

Critics of the bill have not lost
hope, though. It might take  while
before the bl is sent to the palace.
Officials ac the parliament sccretariat
say they have to type the legislation,
check for typos and give it another
thorough reading first. And, of course,
we have to watch how things unfold in
Washington DC. Some opponents of
the McCain-Feingold bill want to take
their case to the Supreme Courc before
the ink on President George W Bush
signature drics.

ENTARY

Jod

, taxi drivers,

by PAUL BACON

b leand childs

farmers,

Books out of balance

There is a general slowdown in revenue collection across the board—excise has been the
hardest hit due to the slowdown in the production and sale of goods in the domestic market.
Official figures for excise until mid-February show collection down by about 8 percent. The
collection in Falgun was about Rs 2.20 billion, against the budgetary target of about Rs 4.87
billion. Likewise, there has also been a slowdown in the collection of Value Added Tax (VAT),
which grew by about 3 percent in mid-February to Rs 7.64 billion. Going by the monthly average,
even VAT will fall short of the Rs 14.75 billion projected by this year's budget. When the Finance
Ministry sits down to do its calculations near the end of the fiscal year, it may have a shortfall of
Rs 6 billion compared to the budget estimate, sources tell us.

Lower spread

Commerclal hanks have \owered (he spread m the buymg and se\llng rales o! the greenhack
from Rs 0.75 to Rs 0.60 effective Friday. Banks began buying the dollar for Rs 77.35 and sold it
for Rs 77.95 (Thursday's buying and selling rates were Rs 77.30 and Rs 78.05 respectively). For
the past 11 years banks in Nepal had kept a one-percent margin between the two rates.

Two dates

If you're looking at what Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba achieved in New Delhi last week,
here are two deadlines. One is June 2002 for finalising the Detailed Project Report for the
Pancheswor Project, which was supposed to have been competed last year, and the other is to
do the same with the rail operation agreement.

Nepal and India are to negotiate and finalise the rail operation agreement between Birgunj
and Raxaul to begin operations at the Inland Container Depot, which was ready early this year.
Deuba and his Indian counterpart Atal Behari Vajpayee have given officials until 23 June to get
that done.

Nepal has already brought in Trans Nepal Freight Services to run two other ICDs at
Biratnagar and Bhairahawa, which do not yet have rail connections. It has been unable to select
a company to run the ICD at Birgunj, as it does not have a rail operation agreement with India.

Biometrics

Having problems keeping up with the time sheets of your staff, or tired of dealing with customers
complaining of forgotten passwords and Personal Identification Numbers (PINs)? Biometrics
might be the solution to both, says the Microhard Institute of Technology (MIT), which recently
began marketing the high-tech solution. For the uninitiated, biometrics allows using tracking
technology to scan body parts such as irises or fingerprints for use as ID keys.

Garments

Prithivi Raj Ligal, vice chairman of the National Planning
Commission, told garment producers this week that we
cannot afford to lose the industry which earns Nepal the most
money. But businessmen at the Annual General Meeting of
the Garment Association of Nepal (GAN) were unimpressed.
“Is there anything still left to be lost?" asked one. “I've lost
everything.” Ligal's speech and the business' response typify
the distance between policy makers and things on the ground, where industry estimates say that
almost 80 percent of factories have closed shop. The industry, which is worth roughly Rs 10
billion in terms of investment, used to employ over 50,000 people before the slump began late
last year. Now, few are bothering to count.

ECONOMIC

Bank(ruptcy) woes

by ARTHA BEED

Forget about propping up the economy without a strong banking sector.

H avingjustread the about the
visitto India of the Nepali
prime minister on page 5 of
the Calcuta papers,the Beed
thoughtit best, for reasons of
nationalprideand slf-confidence,
not to delve into matters relating to
the relations beween our two
countries, but discuss more
pertinentissuesat home

Weall know this by nows the
French banking company Crédic
Agricolewansto pull outof Nepal
Indosuez Bank. That decision was
Iefe to the courcand power policics,
but thougha ruling has been passed
thatissupposed to allow Credic
Agricole o exit,weall knowabout
the lips between the cup and the
Jip. No doubr the French firm will
not rest in peace unil it sccs the
money—in France, The Nepal
Rastra Bank hasalso ensured that
the dircctors of Nepal Bank
Limited quit for reasons known to
allasked the chairman of a private
bank o step down, and dissolved
the board of the Lumbini Bank.
‘The consultants who are to ke
over managementof the Rastriya
Banijya Bankarejust waiting for
the right moment toarrive.
Meanwhie he Agriclture

opened by peoplealreadyin
business and, what's more, allowed
individualsand promotergroups o

performingassets—the value of
company aset i shrinking, and
promoters have used the loans for
rather more personal purposes than
isnormal, leavinglicdefor the
banks o recover. The central bank
has been disappointinginis roleas
policeman, not surprising, perhaps,
when one remembers that the
Nepal Rastra Bankis also an arm of
the government, headed bya
government nominee, When no
other governmentagency behavesin
the nacional inteest, why should
the central bank, even ifmillions of
dollrsarc bing pumped into it in
the hopeof givingit teeth?
Whichis why the Beed believes
weate now in sucha suate that to
understand the bankingsystem here
atall, we need to focus on the
chances ofsurvival of notjust
pracbunksbualo e regula-

beinvolved in tor. be given leeway
atany dme. With lax norms womergeand amalgamare,to make
dli h efficientand

] banks b

roductive. For banki

businessthat thrived on conflictof
ineres.

Regarding collateral as theonly
means of securicisation, banks
tweated the problems of cash-flow
and b b .

tobeviablein the long run, we
necd cconomics ofscale. Quantiy,
notonly quality. The central bank
should live up toits rolcas
regulator, ifitissues guidelines it
needs ha they arc

Project fi lla distant

Development
dorural banks. It seems s f other
thana certain other pressing
problem, bankingisalo st to be
staple news hounds can rely on.
Thefisespatcofeforms.

realiy,and fundingin avencure
capital mode,imposible. Banks

have targeted the limited business
of fundingagainst mortgages. But
with development banks, finance

resulted ina

banks
and financial i msnm[lans‘ bur. st

P
tivesalso vying for that pc,

adhered to. It needs o fcilitate
decision-making,and developan
imageasa regulator thatis
proactive. The way it handled the
divestment of Indosuez points o
loof things that need to be
changed.

“The bankingsector provides
ly-nceded

out noadequat
regulative framework for them to
work within. One may argue that
the financial sector i difficult o
regulte ven i devloped nations,
but consider this in the Nepali
context. Weallowed banks to be

Compeition i increasing, butits
only cffectis tha marginsare
shrinking, putting pressurc on the
bottom line.
Theaother matte plaguing the
istheissuc of non-

for
business, trade and commerce. If it
weakens, the entire cconorny fees
the pinch. 4

Readers can post their views at

Reply to Baburam

Dr Baburam Bhattarai, Namaste:
from Massachuseets, USA.

Tam an American citzen and a
frequentistorandloverof

“maseilly por butspially

ich” Nepal, asy
puti. Your faxof March 15, 2002,
was recenty forwarded to me bya
Nepai friend, and I would ike to
respond to your “invitation” to us
forcign touriss o visit Nepal—
even though your,
iswaginga people’swar against “a
fascist monarchicalsate”.

Whatstruck meimmediarcly
upon reading your fx were the

youthen goon toadviseus o ke
“specalprecautonary measures whie
Jlingduring he period of war.”
Tcannot help but recall the folk
ale inwhich ajackal invites a long-
beaked stork to dinnerand serves
food on flat plates. While the
shamelss hostthe jacallapsup is
dinner, |
because his beak is uscless in
fecdingtsclf. In the story,the stork
has his revenge, but thats rrcl-
evantright now. | mustsay that
inherent contradictionsinyour | yourinvitation s reminiscent of the
invitation. While you declre hypocritical jackal. Ina na
ly, “Foreign tourists h dh
aremost welcome in the country
and will be o in furure aswell,

equivalent to gods, you willagree it
isrude to invite guests withaal sorts

and guidesof their jobs? Or was
that your intention all along; to
weck the cconomy so you can
come to power quicker?

mdmdxbyrordm\g.\pub licbusor
mutating thewoundedand the dead.
Sorryosay, butyour revolution
scems obe goingtheray of the

" Respected Doctor, how
are tourists oarrive in Nepal if
they are not o fly into your
country,seck shelterin hotels and
take buses (orfly) o enchanting
towns ke Pokhara or Chitwan?
“They couldn’t possibly akea boat,
since Nepal emains a land-locked
country,ifmy current world ala s
accurate. While Indian tourists
(whom you also say you welcome
with openams) may e the
real possibilty of walkinginto
Nepaland |odgmg with relatives
and friends, and
walk o the

f ditic ched.
Forinstance, youvam
tourists not to patronise
certain tourism services
because the Nepali tourism
industry “is monopo-

ples

their vacation as a pilgrimage),
western tourists are separated
from your lovely nation by vast
oceans and seas.
Personallyspeaking, whenever [
visit, I do not—in fact cannot—

‘your cadreand (he counter-
gy fehearmy,

Your thegun | Cultural R I‘YG()swhen
[ ” li d damage th ¥ ‘millions of Chis
It is rude to invite guests wﬂh all sorts of condi .t.)I.lS atlached L Mopeyninihto et The | o Sl
peasans theproleaiatand the KhmerRouge.
lised by th h- | Kathmandu (and th peith Theirony s that many people,
berween threats and extortion of | myselfincluded, actually agree with

youthat centurics ofinjustice,
ploitatic d datic d

police and other branches of the
government. Butinstead of
alleviingtheirsufering,your

inequality, among other socialeils
prevalentin Nepal (as well as every
other nation on carch), mustend.

thatend. For

‘collateral

affordhelwuryofsuchextra- | supporersareaugmentingi. Your | Butfmly parcwithyoaon the
gantestablish o plunder, means of achievi

sec, my petit yhemand muderof ey - | youand yourilk desrucionand
muv.htoomcagu Hkeyou Inanc | shop and families wh death

my money to beneft e Nepalis | lodges and guest houseslongthe | damage’—anineyi .mue and
withwhom I comeintocontact, | trekking il necessary process inachieving the

and not flow back to the foreign
nations. S0l stay in family-owned
lodges, hirelocal guides and porters
with surnames like Lama, Tamang,

Tbelieve Mao himselfwas mose
explicitin not persecuting the
peasants and secking their full
supportin order to achicve the aims

aims ofthe glorious revolution. And
t0ask you to renounce violence is
surely likeaskinga bhiksuto
sanction violence.

Twant o assure you that I do
plan tovisit Nepal again and again,
and we requestothers to do o too.
Forwebelieve that now more than
ever, Nepal needs us urgently. Afeer
allthe star hotelsand well-

Gurung Shep, Gauchan,Thapn, | o arevoluiony . Whiecery
i ith the hope that th y poscuris quick to

wages 've paid them will el a0's famous “Politcal

thefamily,send children tochooland pn\vc{ flows from the barrel ofa

pucdal-bhaton thetable. gun,” he orshe conveniently forgets

However, [ mustake the buss | manyof Mao'smurdanc bt

andifby | enlighteningules heimposed upor

doigitsTveproppdupthe the revoluonary Redsoldie, such

e’ thenso | as*

hc.[ Butthen,why boher
extending your heartfcl welcome?
And have you ever bothered to
figure out what you have done with
your“peoples' war” to wreck the
tourismindustryin Nepal and
herefore denrive hundiads of

“pay forallarticles purchased,” be:
courtcousand helpfil when youcan.”
Your partyand cadres are

neither winning the heartsand
minds of the Nepali people, nor the
international propaganda war when
hey dof bruall

thousands of porters,vegetable

ly

hool teachers,

onnected
financial and other clout tostay
afloac. Iris the smalllodges, tca-
shopsand porters who nced us
more. Ulimatcly, [want o
convince you that [am notjusta
fuir-weather fiend of Nepal buta
friend forallscasons. 4

Paul Bacon

INTERVIEW

“What people recognise is good value for health care.”

Increasingly, Nepalls in need of medlcal
treatment are going not to India, but to
Thailand, combining check-ups or surgei
with tourism and shopping. Nepali Times
spoke to Ruben Toral, director of
international programs at Bumrungrad
Medical Center in Bangkok

Nepali Times: How do your services and prices for Nepalis
compare with treatment in India?

Ruben Toral: For most Nepalis seeking medical treatment overseas,
India has traditionally been the destination of choice based largely on
price and proximity. Based on my experience and talking to patients who
know both systems, | believe that we offer a better package than India
when comparing price, service, quality and facility. In general, we will be
10 percent more expensive than an Indian hospital like Apollo or Escorts,
but our service standards and facilities are far superior. | am often told

by patients from Nepal and South Asia that our hospital runs very
efficiently and the service standards are excellent. That, | believe, is well
worth the 10 percent premium, especially when your comfort and care
are concerned.

What do Nepalis come here for mainly?
By and large, Nepalis are coming for speciality care, cardiology in
particular. That said, we see a lot of patients coming for comprehensive
health screenings and other out-patient services. | think that the Nepalis
like the fact that this is a one-stop centre, and that we can provide
outpatient, diagnostics, and inpatient care all under one roof. Itis very
time efficient.

Can Asian medical standards challenge western medical
facilities?

Thatdepends on the medical institution and the country. Bumrungrad, for
example, is the first and only hospital in Asia that is accredited by the

How much potential does imedical tourismi have in Thailand?
Alot. As millions of tourists are coming to Thailand each year, they are
becoming more aware of what the country has to offer. One of the things
they are noticing is the very high standard of medicine and service
available at Bumrungrad Hospital, and how reasonable the costs are
when compared to medical treatment in their own countries. Last year,
we treated 217,000 international patients coming from over 150 different
countries in all specialities of medicine ranging from laser eye surgery to open
heart surgery to check ups. What people recogrise is value, and ifthey can
travel here for eye laser surgery and get a seven-day holiday for the cost of
treatment alone in their home country, then that is an attractive offer.

But why should, for instance, an oil sheik choose to come to
Bumrungrad, rather than go to the United States?

While our hospital offers all the amenities and medical services that an ol
sheik would want, the fact is our business is not focused on wooing the
super rich. On the contrary, we are much more focused on serving

JCIA—aUs- measures
our capabilities based on criteria used for US hospitals. Here, you will
find American management, US- and UK-trained and board-certified
physicians, a top to bottom quality control program, advanced equipment,
and a five-star facility. | think that Bumrungrad operates at levels that
challenge western medical facilities, and that medical standards in Asia,
on the whole, are improving.

Does South Asia provide a large enough market for you to think
of venturing here? What is the market in Nepal like?

South Asia is a very large and important market for us in terms of
patients seen and treated. As far as “ventures” are concerned, we are
quite g developing medical exch: grams, but much
less focused on building or co-venturing on building satellite facilities. We
have medical programs active in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives.
As for Nepal, we are currently working with the National Heart Center
(SGNHC) to further develop their capabiltes in invasive cardiology. In
fact, a team from SGNHC is training with us right now.

tient for analternative to intheir home
country. Patients from the US and Europe come to Bumrungrad, because
we can provide medical services at a fraction of what they would spend
at home. Patients from southeast Asia and South Asia choose
Bumrungrad because we deliver speciality medicine at prices that are 50
percent cheaper than Singapore. Patients from the Middle East come
because of the speed and service.

Where do your other major clients come from and what is the
most sought-after service?

Our top five nationalities are: American, Japanese, British, Chinese and
Bangladeshi. Because this group is so diverse, it is difficult to give one
procedure or speciality that patients are coming for. On the whole,
Bumrungrad is a centre for speciality medicine—cardiology, cancer,
neurosurgery, neonatology—and is recognised as a regional referral
centre for trauma and complex cases. But we are also the family doctor
for tens of thousands of families, who have come to trust us to provide
high quality care for their everyday medical needs.
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HEMLATARAI | among them 14 percent had got team gets from all over Nepal. find it easy to share secrets with unpredictable consequences on
ostNepalteenagersum o pregnant. The eenagersall had Sathiisproduced foratarget  Sushma’steamwhichalsoincludes  the male ego.
dhanfumiy g sexand mariage,  audince of eenagers,buthereare  Bhasar Gyavali Toya Ghimire, “Therewasaletter froma 19-
‘members or I l itted di queries fr SangmBudadwkx Devendra year- oldcollcges(udcmﬁom
abourtheirprivateproblemsand  abour bationand  30-something women and men. ha and Binceta Shreseh gjawich the familiar problem of
i houghts. Parents | lity. But they did not Bam]ymnmund\sa.f[crsmmng, ‘The production team mectsat  not wanting to get martied o a
areroo squeamish to alkaboutsex,  havearelibleand rcsponslblc Saisaleady gecing 200 e soficin Puchowk vy weck by the parents had chosenfor
teach bound by taboos, and ource of i n,an the hundrcdsof her. She writes that she is not
Nepaliyoungsters have nowhere to marriage, letters, mostl inpagestom  ready to get married, and asks for
turn to except their peers. careers, friendship, pregnancy, outof exercise books, pickingout  advice on how she should tackle
More than 80 percent of the extra-maritlsex, and evenincest the most relevanc ones which her parents. (Sathi’s advice: she

teenagers in the nationwide survey
conducted by UNICEF lastyear
said they turned o their friends
when they necded information on
sexual mateers. Only 10 percent
approached their teachers, 10
percent o the gilssaid they talked
to their sisters about these things.
Parents came way down in the lst:
only 3.5 percent alked to their
mothers, and even fewer, 1.4
percentasked their dads.
“The survey showed teenagers
P, "

-
=
i
Lot
L

Now they do. Nepali tecnag-

y mainly
money, about their education,
about gertingajob, and they have
lots of questions aboutlove and
marriage. Respondentsi hesurvey
sk 1218

ers have the one-hour radio
programme, Sathi Sanga Man Ka
Kura (Intimate conversation with
friends) which is broadcast weekly
on Radio Nepaland seven urban
M d the country

years, and 22 percent o boys had
lready had sex, halfof them with
muliple partners. Only nine
percent ofthe girls had sex, and

and isalready a runaway success.
Anindication of the popularityand
success ofthe programmes the
deluge of leters the production

and rape. Listeners n remote
comers of Nepal have formed over
100 “listeners clubs” where
youngsters gather around their
shortwave radio sets on Sacurdays
at3:30 PM o listen to the
programmewhich carics an

would benefit the maximum
numbers of listeners with similar
problems. The studio workis
donear Radio Nepal which has
aseparate team 1o produce
the radio dramas.

Lstweck Bl Toys,

i waround the

drama, songs,and a half-hour lecter
answering scssion.

“Nepali youth are never
encouraged to talk about sex, and
they have lttleaccess o informa-
tion. They worry, and have noone
o turn to, says 24-year-old
Sushma Shrestha, the eader of the
Sathi production team, The
audience is encouraged to it
about problems, which e dis-
cussed on airin the hope thar e will
bencficothers with the same
problems. Since the dentitis of the
leter witers re protected, they

ble, mkmg turnsreading their
choice of letters to the others.

They ranged from acry of help
froma 21-year-old woman who had
kept the secret of being raped by
reative when she was ten, and had
finally mustered the courage to
write o Sathi. She wants to know
whether she should tell her
husband ifshe gets married. (The
tcam first commended her on her
inner strength and moral courage,
then weighed her pros and cons
of telling her furure husband,
asking her to be careful about the

needs to try to convince her
parents that she is not yet ready to
get marricd, but she also needs to
understand why her parents are in
such a hurry and develop her own
counter-arguments)

“The production team discusses
cach problem in decal, rying o
come up with the most helpfil,
mostappropriatc answers,and
options leastlkely to exacerbate
problemsfor the leer writer. All
thoscaround the table agree on the
answers,lstthe points that have to
bemade. They try not to be
prescriptive,or offer specific
suggestions. More often than not,
theanswers ry to telllecter writers
toanalyse their own feclings,look
into (htcuanuencs: oftheir
actions,y wsobve problemsand
notbe rash or vengeful:

dilemmasof thousands of other
listenersall over Nepal.

‘Whena partcularly poignant
letteris read out, team members
ook downcast and shake their
heads. There sa longsilence before
the suggestions start comingin to
help someone turn theirlfe around.
Thereis an attempt not to get 0o
emotionallyinvolved with the
problems oflecter-writers, o be
rational and cool-headed. Whichis
also theiradvice: o find empathy,
toeshort youngters to bestrong,
selfconfidentand mature, to
analysea problem and think ahead
toseeif the solution is fair o all
concerned, confront the real ssue,
don'tshyavay froma tough
decision, be self-ritical, alk things
overwith parents, try to understand
why othersact the way they do.

‘Thescssionsarc intense,the
team members letoffsteam by
cracking jokes and laugh ac some of
cheirown problems. The team gets
help fromlife-skils experts from
UNICEF who help co-produce the
program. “I¢sa program for young

thatwould also apply to the dmly

says Toya, whoat 27 isthe oldest
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of the producers. “You really nced
0 bea teenager to reain their
intereston the program, and
although I am already in my
twenties, [ am spiritually

content,ifs not what we say but
howwesayi. The conent should
not be overdy vulgar, otherwise
wehave no objection o sober
anlysisfevn isucslke

“Nepaliyouthare concerned
and lert, they want o achieve
somethingin lfe but they don’t
have too many people to counsel
them or give them guidance on

the youngest o member of

this group. Saysone oft

personal, private matters. They
fused and frustrated, and

with Bhaskar C
other coll

everydaylife” UNICEF denfic
ten skills like self-
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awali, Toya Gautam and

wich hiscnorions, Sangiasysshe
learnt nts

Itis not only the radio 51ng\n Budathoki: B:forev\t

truths about sex. The member
ofthe production team of

\’tpahs hadscxatsuchayoung
- This means th

turn todrugs and unprotected

decision making abilities, while

Toy alhmk he’s

Sathi have themclves come
face-to-face with society’s
hypocrisiesand double
standards. Theywere
shocked, for instance, too
sec how much ssues like
homosexulity,arc swept
under the arper, and how
prevalentincestactually is
in our society.

Bucthe team has o
wead a fineline. S d Radio
Nepal has itsown norms thacic
cn'toversep. Thspmgnmmc isa

cus

ablsbccauscof(h:dnngers of
unprotected sex.” Thercarc
more than 33,500 Nepalis who
have HIV, and AIDS is going to
be the number one killer of
Nepalis in the 15-49 age group
by the year 2010,

Nearly 60 percent of people
with HIV are under 30 and nearly
10 percentadolescents. A Family
Health International (FHI) study

reveals more than 71 percent of
them had their first sexual

cers before age of 19,
Despite awareness of condom
use and safe sex practices,

fareon Racio Nepa.
“From the feedback there is

Nepali youths are till having
response,” says Rajendra Sharmaof  unprotected sex, according to
Radio Nepal, “Weare not censoring  the FHI survey.

and s combination with
unprotected sex thatis most
wortying, One recent survey o
the numberac

thi, | never imagined sex,”explains Bhaskar. I
Teis the d sion maldngand probk
ing drug uscin urb solvmgaslhchtcs]ulls The

survey of teenagers showed that
more than 90 percent of Nepali
teenagers hada clar goal in e,
il thay could artiuie hei

aboulifeand now realises thac
sharing problems with others can
helpfind aberter solution.

Says Cheng; “Ina very short
time, Sathi has become onc of the

60,000 andtheyarein he 16-25
age bracket. More than halfof
them arealready HIV posiive,
and many of those have muldiple
sex partners. This almost guaran-

biggest worriesand fears.

By teaching life skills asa
generic everyday ability, Cheng
says listeners will be groomed to
be emotionally independent,

teesthespread of HIV and confidentand able to tackle

infections like Hepati other problems in life.

thegenenl opulcion “Thecarcleamableskils
ula ndih

line of defence,” says UNICEF’s

diffrenceson howyou prceve

Wing Sie Cheng, the
Saath project. “Our objectiveis
to teach Nepali youth about lfe

ourselfand your
life,”says Bineta Shrestha, who
saysproducing St s helped

on radio, we hope to build on
this” A levision version of the
programme, called “Catmandu”
and broadcast every Saturday on
Nepal TV has also been
launched. This Nepali cdu-
winment by radio is unique even
by international standards, and is
already being talked about as an
initiative comparable to South
African television’s highly-ratcd
Soul City. In future, Sachi Sanga
Man Ka Kura hopes to be even

skills,the setof core abiliies that her b dandl morei dmor
enable young people deal with the  confused abouther own priorties.  responsive to morelisteners also
demandsand challenges of Bhaskar say 10 cope in rural areas.

Sathi Sanga Man Ka Kura
is broadcast every Satur-
day 3:30-4:30 PM on Radio
Nepal national network on
medium wave and
shortwave. It is
rebroadcast during the
week on the following FM
stations: HBC 94 FM
Kathmandu, Hits FM 92.1
Kathmandu, Classic FM
100 Kathmandu, Kosi FM
93.4 in Biratnagar, Lumbini
FM 96.8 in Butwal,
Annapuma FM 93.4
Pokhara, and
Swargadwan FM 102.8 in

Catmandu is broadcast on
Saturdays at 7:00-7:30 PM
on Nepal Television.

Email:
cwiriends@hotmail.com
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AND ENJOY THE ISLAND'S TREASURES FOR FREE.

Stop over in Singapore and enjoy endless fun in the tropics!
From only USS32", you wil receive a nights accommodation,
unlimited rides on the SIA Hop-on bus, a visit to one of four
National Museums, and free admission (o Singapore’s major
attractions: Jurong Birdpark, National Orchid Garden, Night
Safari, Sentosa, Images of Singapore at Sentosa, Singapore
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calth and economic

lated. Infant mortality,
child mortality, and lfe
expectancy areall correlated
wich rising income. In four
random countries in which the
average annual income ranged,
in 1990, from $660, to $1,727,
183,795, t0 $11,422, infanc
mortality ranged from 114, to
66, t0 34, to nine (per thou-
sand). As income doubles,
infantsurvival tends to isc
proportionately, a trend
reflected in other measures of
health and of wealth.
Different health conditions
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characteristic ways. HIV/AIDS
for example, destroys the lives
of workers in their most
productive years and orphans
millions of children. This
combined effect will damage
socicties for gencrations, while
discouraging investment today.

Malaria’s cconomic impact
is more insidious, particularly
where transmission is most
intense. In contrast to HIV/
AIDS, youngchildren racher
than working adults are most
affected. Some 300 million
people become ll with malaria
cach yaar, causing 1.5 million
deaths, most of them small
children. Children who survive
malaria develop into relatively
immunc adulss. Bucvisitors o
amalaria-infested country,
because they lack this immu-
nity, share the risks borne by
local children.

Preciscly because malaria
differsin this way from other
infections, s cconomic damage
isso huge. No other discascis o
prevalent,so roored in the
andscape, and so asymmetrical
inits cffectson visicors and
residents. Although itonce
protected people n tropicalarcas
byscaring away colonial invaders,
milaria now burdens hose same

Healh

wealth,
malaria

Malaria has a relatively mild effect on

local populations.

national economies.

o Such outbreaks are
explosive, affecting the entire
population in mere weeks. In
urban areas, where in
workers tend to lack immunity to
malaria, occasional episodes of
the discase result in reduced
productivity, This furcher
contributes to the reluctance of
foreign companics to invest in
malaria-ridden regions, despitc
otherwise low labour costs.

11l health duc to malaria also
directly reduces houschold
income by incapacitating
workers, causing lost work time,
time lost for child-care, impaircd

pes pl <

gnitive development, and

“Thisislikely to be mos erue for
those who acquire families abroad

becomeillwhen they recum o
their paren’

But it can devastate

region. Although human lives
can be saved by this kind of

BANGKOK - Thesix south-cast Asian
‘countries which share the waters of the

Mckongriskbbeingsweptintoa
regional conflictiftheir governments
ignore the lah poins that have
sutfaced and do nor coordinateactions
affcring he iver, cxpert heresay, A
potentil tiggeristhetegular flowof
the Mekong, which expertsata
discussion on Water and Conflict last
Friday marking World Watcr Day
sidwasdue o both naturl factors
and man-made ‘development'in
countiesupstrcam of cheriver,
includingdam devlopmentby
China. “Unlesswe have a mechanism
‘o regulatewateruscand supportand
devclopir, wearc bound towitess
conficsamong counie thatshare
theriver,”said Joer Kristensen, chicf
excautve officerof the Mekong River
Commission (MRC), an inter-
governmental body that manages the
riverslower basin,

Cambodiaand Laos share the
Mekongslower iver basin and are
MRC members. Chinaand Burma
upstamare ot membesof e

claimed losses of $100,000a day.”

On the Mekong

Another riparian conflict is in the making.

over the past 10 years, backed by
muldlateral financi
Anotheremerging flashpointis
the Chinescinitative o rid the
Mekongof islets mid-stream to llow
csic outes for commercial navigaton
thatitagread on lastycarwith
“Thailand, Laosand Burma, China has
already clared s scction of the iver
tocnable big vessels o ravel hrough
itswaters year ound, but Thailand,
Burmaand Laoshaven't. Thus far,
vesslscould only reach unil Laos

Anti-Muslim

- A new UN study highlights a wave of anti-
Islamic and anti-Arab reactions in Australia, Canada, the
US and several EU countries after 11 September. The
report, drawn up by UN Special Rapporteur Maurice Glele-
Ahanhanzo, documents hundreds of incidents of racism,
discrimination, violence, vandalism, xenophobia and other
forms of intolerance against Muslims that occurred in
those countries in the last few months of 2001. Presented
last week at the meeting of the UN Commission on
Human Rights, the report also examines incidents of anti-
Semitism, violence by extreme right groups, the situation
of the Roma—better known as gypsies—and racial hatred
expressed. (Ps)

Small ‘world, big problems

ennemlc globalisation process

from China, but the Chinese can now

build 14 porsso fciiaregreater

e region. But
aleady comphinsare rickling outof
Laosabouttheimpaccofthe Chinese
actionson communities that depend
on the Mckong for theirvelihood,

China's plans for s partsof he
Mekonghavcemergedasamajor
Worry, say expert i

P Y
“The Mekongako fows o Cambodia

more than a billion people, says Jeffrey Sachs, professor
of trade at Harvard University and adviser to
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. After attending the
Monterrey conference on financing for development, Sachs
led a conference last week in Costa Rica at the Alliance for
Global ity (AGS), an

of university and business leaders in favour of develop-
ment and the environment. Globalisation, he argued, has
not reached certain social groups, and has created

Can
and Vietnam. If the clearance plans

effects, as in Burkina Faso
and Guatemala. One-fifth of the planet's population lives in
ahsolule poverty, there are countries “on the verge of

does create

1 Thcmoxumublmgpcriudbfv;;dw o] ision. ‘ﬂ cti N d ial f e, ve b < r; Bk’;mk collapse”, and negative international forces
oer Sambodiy onfict g vudin the By have arisen, like terrorism, global crimes and mong
Viewam, Thailandand Laos,isthe | upon (thEkongand itstrbutaries | build 37 damsalongits portion of the I’(mdml laseweck, Cambodia, \ai:den:; Agrgnufm;ls\]uh Ogggfd ecgu # so,athde T —
annualdry season. MRC rescarch for food, water, ransporcand other | Mekongaffimed Van Beck. Vietnam, andacivissin northern ; ; " ]
shnws(ha(hnmNowmbcr(hmuy\ aspeclsoﬁhelrdallyh\ Therivers | *C & Thalndareal dabourche | tonal Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), stressed
Y f . . that poverty isn't due to lack of wealth, but inadequate
Ma ; annual f Chin's | drec) v recfs could pov e DR 0
ntial for the sul d push d 1l exacerh h he fl Sachs added that

Mekong, whi b comend 4
Tih

Jateau to Vi doutto

the South Chi ea, is reduced to

d i furis

2,000 cubic metres of flowing water

he dry
scason, s.x)mbncfby e US s

dry scason, sinceiitisthe only country

“There is no full mechanism for
dinati Kong devel

persecond. During he June- Internasonal Ri Yer ]
Septembermonsoonic fowsat Mekong Ricrcxperskeauhorand | hasaghialbel.“The Mekongisfed | mene plans byall i countie,wich
nd lmmaker Stcve Van Beck ! ins | Chinaand Burma outof the
Communitesdk h ifiin | andth hina,”Van commission.Kristnsen sggests
longd hastl cacher that has led icslik Beck explined. “Duringhe ds of regional
Vi fected themoschyany | Vi dropinthe | scason the glacers melingin China ke the ASEAN disogue
changesinh uchaswhen the gowarerlevel, ‘In 1997, the | feed h gits natural with countries such as China,
tiver's natural flow drops duringche | Chinese closed down the i ur | flow. That'swhy the damsin China | insticudions like the World Bank
d I & bleworkonadam, thus | aretroubling” The RN saysthe and Asin Devclopment Bk

because their childrenarelikely o assistance to the “poorest of ‘“1‘““‘“ hich desroysthelandser | stopping the flow of large quant planned Chincse dams il addwothe | andthe UN.
the poor ffoes b promote the Viewamese | fieshwater more than tionon abig
n e P ok dong therverbanle. Thaland, revealed Van Beek. “The Viemamese | been proposed in the Mekongbasin | boost. # (irs)
Allin all, the vast bulk of more effectively focus on other
. ENT by MORGAN TSVANGIRAI

malaria’s weight falls on devel-
oping countries, particularly
those in sub-Saharan Africa, and
evidence of a reciprocal relation-
ship with poverty has become
increasingly evident. Malaria
causes poverty, while poverty
causes malaria—far more than
other discascs. By all caleula-
tions, the burdens imposed by
malaria on cconomic growth are
huge. In countrieswhere

“The effect on foreign dircct
investment stands outas a
crucial factor linking poverty
and malaria, Industries shun
malarial egions, except where
valuable resources can be
extracted or where particular
kinds ofagriculture require
unique environmental condi-
tions, Malaria-related health
insurance costs for expatriate
workers and their families
provide a powerful disincentive
for manufacturing activities.

Where malaria transmission
is less intense and immunities
are not developed, epidemics
occasionally sweep through the
local population, taking a
heavy toll of lives in all age

d ffects during pregnancy
resulting in low birch weight and
producing physical disabilicies.
Malaria furcher obstructs travel,
industrialactivities, commerce
and tourism, Indeed, malaria’s
cffect on tourism is imporcant
because of tourism’s role in
bringing forcign exchange to
developing countrics.

Malaria not only inhibits
foreign investment, but also
contributes to the “brain drain”
oflocal talent by inhibiting
people from reurning home after
prolonged stays abroad. Thus,
people who go abroad for
advanced education fear the loss of
the partia immunity they once
enjoyed and tend to find work
clsewhere, rather than recurn home.
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isinensc, incomes
tend to be a third less than in
other countrics. Growth is
reduced by 1.3 percent annually,
and the fotal cconomic costs of
malaria add up to about 1
percent of annual GDP. No
other human condition appears
o resultin such a disjunction
between its (relacively mild)
direct effects on local
populations and its toral effect
on national cconomics.

“Thelink between poverty
and malaria suggests that sub-
Saharan countries cannot
Tl v

modes of intervention, such as
environmental management,
housing improvement, applica-
tionsof residual insecticide,
and efforts against the mosqui-
toes that transmit the infection.

‘These kinds of interven-
tions, sccking to reduce the
force of ransmission, aim at
the creation of an environment
tha i likely to serve as an
“engine of cconomic growth.”
‘They target communities racher
than individuals and should be
supported by publiciinvest-
ment. In particular, in addition
o individual life-saving cfforcs,
strategies should be imple-
mented to reduce the risk of
infection in portcities and
other centres of economic
activity.

unle
something is done about the
disease. But fighting malaria also
poses particular problems
because so much of the discase’s
economic burden is indirect,
threatening the lives of non-
immune visitors to endemic
sites. In facr, anti-malaria
measures undertaken to address
health goals may not fully
address the cconomic ones.
Anti-malaria cfforts tradi-
tionally focus on distributing
insccticide-treated bed-nets and
drugs to vulnerable residents of a

Defeated, but defiant

The price of freedom is high, but the
tide of polltlcal change is irreversible.
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some benefits, noting the deceleration of population
growth, the explosion of new technologies, and increasing
population in urban centres, which facilitates access to
public services. (ps)

The new tourists

BERLIN - China and India will be the new powerhouses of
the global tourist industry over the next 40 years, say
experts. The two nations could change the face of the
world's tourism market, Peter de Jong, president and chief
executive of the Pacific Asia Travel Association (Pata), told
travel operators here at the world tourism fair ITB March
16-20. “They will drive tourism over the next four decades
and anyone who wants a share of the market needs to be
there now.” The sheer number of Chinese and Indian
consumers in a total population of more than two billion
means that as these two countries developed stronger
economies they would inevitably want to holiday abroad.
Nearby regions such as South East Asia would benefit
first as consumers travelled to neighbouring countries. But
longer-term destinations worldwide would then benefit, De
Jong said. (ps)
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those that might eliminate T y h 1 1
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School of Public Health at sivelsof e ol ZANU li LA lessons of our experience for Africa, and the world. # (Projece Synicare)
Harvard University. Awash R i carl + " . o
i th highest fvotersfor Mugabe. (Morgan Tsvangirai is the leadler of Zimbabwe's oppasition Movement

‘Malaria and Human Affairs
Program at the same centre.)

Inlightoftheevidence cannoraceepehe mulmn“}uch RobereMugabe,

for Democratic Change and was its candidate for president in last
th ion.)
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‘Writers don't carry guns’

Gunaraj Luitel in Kantipur, 26 March

Are the security forces fighting the
Maoists or journalists? Why are
they finding it necessary to fight
journalists? Especially at a time
when the press has been very
critical of the inhuman activities of
the Maoists. Besides, it was the
press that first pointed out the
Talibanisation of the Maoists when
they began to force schools to
shut down. These instances
show that the security forces
don't need to attack the press to fight the
Maoists. It was the press supported the
emergncy... Who should the security forces be

targeting in such a situation, the press or the Maoists?

If Shyam Shrestha (editor of Mulyankan) was arrested because
they thought him to be a Maoist, then it shows their lack of informa-
tion and analysis. Shrestha was one of the most vocal opponents
of ‘militarisation’ within the Maoist party. He advocated that over-
stressing militarisation and under stressing ‘mass uprising’ would
result in losses. If he was arrested for having Maoist contacts, then
it was government that requested him to set up contact (in the
context of the talks). He had tried to mediate.

Be it Shyam Shrestha, Gopal Budhathoki, Narayan Sharma or
anyone by any other name, the government as not been able to give
a convincing reason why over 75 journalists have been arrested. It
is not right to oppress any one with a pen irrespective of his or her
ideology. Today's need is to get guns out of the hands of those that
are carrying them, not taking away pens from writers and journal-
ists. It was during similar hot dry days of Chaitra (in 1990) that we
had the People’s Movement, which granted one and all right to
harbour the ideology of choice... Isitright to accuse anyone with a
certain ideology of being a terrorist on the basis of thier beliefs?

Hopelessness is gradually setting in. Everyday soldiers carrying
pens are being arrested, and are held incommunicado. Irrespective
of whether that is Om Sharma, Govinda Acharya or Manrishi Dhital,
all of them are largely those that work with words. They have no
relation with the gun. It could be that they believe that guns can also
help bring change. Some may believe that progress can take place
through through violence; others by other means. People have
different convictions. But there's no danger to democracy from
those that don't carry guns.

Those pens weep every time there is bloodshed in some remote
village, caused by either the Maoists or the security forces. Reading
these tears, sometimes the Maoists may be happy and sometimes
the security forces. Irespective of which side is happy, there is
only one truth, the pen continuously weeps, reporting facts. The
peniis only a means to make the voiceless heard...

...Inthe end, itis the people holding the pen that become victims
of explosives, say, like the one placed at the Itis the

Terror insurance
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what the Maoists are doing,
On corrupt ministers:
Thenevsof corruprion that
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Officials at rhc NTC claim zl-m rhe
corporation hshad o disbue

ith 7 in the
Dakshinkaliarea due o increasing
demand, even though it was decided

frame shameful. There are charges against | year,” says Pr.

‘When veteraniinsurance expert ‘No’ referendum some ministers] in the party’s
Indra Prasad Karmacharya was eare
doinga coursearthe College of Nepal Jagaran, 25 Mar |n\emgmngrhe.\llegwnns Ifthey 0
Insurance in London in 1972, the I ibuel the partywill ake | fivetosix
professor gave him an asignment: | Bal Bahadur Rai, 82,ischeoldest | suongactionagainst them. . If
calculate the total loss if two fully- member of the ageing Nepali peoplewant o eam money they
loaded 7275 crashed nto the G shouldl partyand begina

Buildin, an intervi businessorsetupanindustry A
Karmacharya remembers thinking poliical party is nor the place for
that such imaginary insurance risk that.. dmphnar)’ﬂmenwﬂlbe

asscssments were unrealistc.
“Thirty yearshter, 11 September
happened and the total losses were
nearly $80 billion, The terrorist
artacks shook the entire insurance
worldand played havoc with
premiurns.

‘Theaftershocksof 11
Scptemberswere felt halfaworld
avway in Nepal, with a dramatic
increase in insurance premiurn.
Karmacharya, who s now with
Neco Insurance, estimates thac
rates are going to increase cven
more. The Nepal Bank Limitcd
and the Rastriya Banijya Bank uscd
topayup to Rs L4 million in
premium every year, they now pay
Rs5 million.
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Dial more digits

Nepal Samacharpatra, e bisoen

Actingon rapidly increasing
demand, the Nepal Telecommuni-
cations Corporation (NTC) has
decndsd toaddaseventh digicro

higher than 6 as mobil
providerswerein necd of new
numbers. Giving the exampleof
Sundhara to explain why the digits
ontelephone numbers have to be
increased, offcialssaid, “At present
all the lines from 220 to 259 have
been distributed. The Chhauni
exchange has already done the
numbers up to 270. Due to this,
the Sundhara exchange fces

use
in d]: Valley, and. add a smh one

diffcultytod
telephones. Likewise, the Naxal

areas outside the Valley.
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“The current, decpening ciss is
definitely Nepal's problem. There
can never be a milicary solution to
the problem. Nor can the problem
be resolved with the assistance
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NEPALITERATURE

rekking to Ghandruk, a friend
T once cried, “Look at all these
fields, think of the work put

into cultivating them. So much
suffering! | don't like villages at alll"
This was not a typical response to
the breathtaking vista before us; but
then my friend was not a typical
tourist to Ghandruk, which is, let us
face it, the Thamel of the hills. She
was born in a village in Nepal, and
had grown up doing the backbreak-
ing work of fetching water, collecting
dung, gathering firewood, weeding
the fields, and performing the other
chores that make life in the village
0 arduous. She could not look
beyond the hardship of rural life to
appreciate the beauty of the land.

Tirtha Shrestha brings to his
poems a similar recognition of the
harshness of rural life. He writes
not just of poverty, but of the
dreams, desires, aspirations of
those who live in Nepal's villages
and small towns. But though he
cannot ignore the suffering of
people, he does acknowledge the
splendour of the land as well. There
is a fine interplay of romance and
social criticism in his best poems.

The first poem below is an
astute observation of adolescent
girls, a more sensitive portrayal
than many of our women poets
make.

TIME AND THE HILL

The girls who cut grass
were cutting grass

and cutting down others in their
talk

They didn't realise

as they cut grass

as they cut down others

they were cutting through adoles
cence

Reaching the top of the hill
they stopped cutting grass
stopped cutting down others
gathered a few stones

and fixed their time

which had petrified like stone
They made offerings to it
they prayed to it

Their efforts to stop time
stood at the top of the hill
accepting prayers

Time flew like clouds
with the hill

The next poem presents a portrait
of Sindhupalchok district in the
form of a menacing image.

SINDHUPALCHOK

A corrugated tin roof

is decked above

the corpses of flowers
and the new moon's night
is smiling

The sorrow of lost innocence
becomes an agreeable song
and sounds a monsoon melody
on the corrugated tin roof

The cracked mask of

the festival of bhai-teeka

rocks back and forth

waving the branches of laughter
To one side the moon

covers its face with a shawl
and weeps

A resident of Pokhara, Shrestha
has written unsentimentally about

his home in the next poem, below.

KASKI

Machhapuchhre himal

won't finish from getting sold
The Phewa lake won't empty
because of lines and hooks
No matter how well

the gandharba singers sing
Pokhara doesn't know how to
sing

Pukhara doesn't know how to
smile

The moons don't revel in cloaking
themselves in

the half portion of adolescence
gone abroad

Unfulfilled youthfulness

bends into the crevasse of the
Seti river

and sings an off-tune song
Itinerant vendors

look for their own lives

in the thick pockets of the white
skinned

In the final poem below, Shresth
returs to the theme of women,
theme that he writes about with an
empathy rarely witnessed in
today’s male writers and poets.

THE WOMEN AT THE
WATER TAP

The women at the water tap
are more frolicsome than water
their lips move more rapidly
than the liquid lips

of water

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

The Harsh Beauty of Rural Nepal
Tirtha Shrestha

1110 vaNm

The women at the water tap
fill their jugs singing

songs of dissatisfaction
Sometimes they become
more licentious than

the crests and ripples of water
Sometimes they appear

more peaceable than a pool

The women at the water tap
are most of all like water
They mostly spend their time
murmuring like water

These poems are translated
from Shrestha's 2001 collection,
Jindagiko Kurukshetrabaata.

preparing o not

weak that are attacked. Common people are being killed almost daily,
sometimes for being “informants” and at other times for being
“terrorists.”... Of course the Maoists also made a group of journal-
ists captives when they visited Rolpa for reporting last year. On
both side we can see a trend—extend a ‘red carpet’ when things
are suited to them and threaten (journalists) when the situation is
not conducive.

Why fear words? The pen only shows the way out of the
dark. It only helps you to overcome your bad deeds. If you want
to enjoy the darkness, then there is little to say... Even if
journalists write about your wrongs and corruption (and you
don't like it), there is legal redress available. But truth cannot be
buried by jailing the messengers.
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insurers who charge up to seven
percent premium, towards Affican
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chat. Fishtail Air received prompt
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insureraftera helicopter went
downin Raralake last November,
and this has encouraged other
operators o shift away from the
Europeans. Says Decp Prakash
Pandey of Everest Insurance: “Wee
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On having a referendum:
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You don’t fight a sparrow with a cannon. You have to face the problem head on.

— Chakra Prasad Bastola, Gentral Committee Mernber, Nepali Conges in Deshantar, 24 March.

Hello! Prachandaiji, isn't it time to change the prime minister?

RIS Prakash Weekly, 18 March

‘what constitutional amendments
mean. They neither know whata
Constituent Assembly is, norwhat
type of constitution is best suited
for us. The people will listen and
do what the political partics say.
That s why the matter of
amending the constitution should
belefi to the politicians and
intellectuals.

Violent means to political
ends:

We carried the guns that the
Maoists are now carrying in the
1950s. But we didn’c kill ordinary
people. When we faced the forces
of the Ranas, some died on both
sides. ... The Maoists are taking
away food from the poor; they are
looting villagers’ personal
property and killing political
opponens. Can this be called a
political revolution? It is oppre
sion, terrorism. Our revolution
was to establish democracy but
the Maoist revolution wants to
dismantle the basic foundations of
democracy. You cannot compare
guns taken up by Congress with

will be two 6s n froneand ific
begins with 4 two . For numbers
currenty beginning with 20r 3,
the NTC will make ts plans public
shordy, butnsists that customers
will not experience any trouble.
However accordingto Sugat

themediasupporting the South Block
beartestimony to thisfct. Even the
democrarsand progressiveminds
there seem to share this opinion.
Tehas become clear that the
Maoistsarc actively trying to
prevent Indian inrvention in their
socalled people’s war. Thosein
chargein India probably look at the
Maoistoverturesas an opportunity
because they sill have not been
able to cash in on the gains to be

Ratna Kansakar, asistant ditector | made from a conflctin Nepal

general of he corporation, (which has been their mindseo).

although the NTC is making There are no possibiliiesthat the
by FOR vt swc ety

lauthority on

The M:; v have been

becn informed. Icis xtremely
important that such changes be
loged with the international body,
because of the obvious confusion
that can arise when numbersare
changed. “Afer the Nepal
Telccommunications Authority has
decided,at leastsix months must

able to nurture theirideology,
organisation, and strategic move-
mentsfrom India but ther final
victory isimpossible. Their only
victory, facall, will be the
weakening of Nepali nationalism
and democracy. The prime minister
and his party Nepali Congressis
also fuelling chis development.

“The solution to the Maoist
problem liswithin us. Maoists
roots will witherand dicifthe
common peoplefed up with politics
are reinforced and motivated about
their sovereign power. For this s
essential o look down not up.

... What do the peoplewanez
Constiutional reform, a new
constitution, coalition government,
oraland reform? The answers to
these questions must be sought
from the people. This s seriously
lacking at the presct.
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OUT TOWN

EXHIBITION

% The Wild Tribes Of Ethiopia American photographer Robert Studzinski. Park Gallery, Pulchowk,
until 31 March. 10AM-6PM, except Saturdays. 522307

< Prints by Noriko Saito, Japan. On show at the Siddharth Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 18-31
March, 11AM-6PM except Saturdays.

< Lives and Work of Nepalese Children Exhibition of the work of Nepali child photographers. 28
March - 13 April, Nepal Art Council, Baber Mahal. 220735

“ Made in Janakpur: A Mithila Yatra Three-day art camp with seven Nepali artists and three Indian
artists. 26-30 March. Exhibition at the Janakpur Chamber of Commerce and Industries. For details
contact Siddharth Art Gallery, 411122.

EVENTS

< Celebrating Womanhood Fashion show depicting the different stages in

the life of a woman, conceptualised and choreographed by Shrijana Singh

Yonjan. 31 March. 6.30PM, Hyatt Regency. Tickets Rs 1500 with dinner. Rs 2500

per couple. Contact 419974 10AM-5PM for further information.

< Aspects of Jain Thought and Practice Talk by Professor Jayandra Soni,

Marburg University. 1 April, 4PM, Royal Nepal Academy, Kamaladi. Organised by the South Asia Institute,
Heidelberg University/ Kathmandu and the Royal Nepal Academy.

< Easter Market Handcrafted products by patients of the Shanti Sewa Griha, Pashupati. 29-31
March, Mike’s Breakfast, Naxal.

% Teaand Talk Program American Artists Influenced by the Art and Culture of South Asia, and Vice
Versa by Kathryn Myers, University of Connecticut. 29 March, 4.30PM, American Centre Auditorium,
Gyaneswor. Organised by the Fulbright Alumni Association of Nepal.

+ Rally for Peace From Bhadrakali Temple via Shahid Gate-Bir Hospital- Jamal- Tindhara Pathshala-
Trichandra College-Ratnapark-Old Bus Park and ending at Bhadrakali. 29 March, 3.45PM-5PM. Parliamen-
tarians are also invited.

% Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and Buddhist gods
Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400. Nepali folk tunes
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, hotel restaurant. Hotel Vajra. 271545

< Friends of Bagmati Concerned individuals aiming to revive the waterways of Kathmandu Valley.
For com

Music

+ Sitar and Tabla Concert 30 March, Saturday, 6.30PM by Steven Landsberg and Raveen Shrestha.
Rs 250 with tea. Himalayan Buddhist Meditation Centre, Kamaladi, Ganesthan, 221875.

< Sounds of Spring Everything from rock, classical, jazz, funk, fusion, b\ues Laun jazz, big band,
R&B, Nepali folk, salsa, Nepali music. Rs 1,500 per —March,
Hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

< The Nuns Welfare Foundation of Nepal Third annual evening of Tibetan chants and more with
Ani Choying Doma, Manose on flute and others. 7 April, 6 PM, Patan Museum Café. Tickets Rs 600 at
Dragonfly at Mike's Breakfast, and Patan Museum Café. For details email nwf@choying.com.

% Live Jazz Music An evening with Cadenza and Afro Dizzy Act at the newly opened stone paved
Summit Hotel Courtyard. 29 March 6.30PM-10PM. The Summit Hotel. 521810

DRINK

< Saturday Live Buffet with unlimited draught beer and live music by the Rusty Nails. The Fun Café,
Radisson Hotel, 11.30AM-2.30PM, Saturdays. 411818

% The Best of Ghar-E-Kabab Celebrating 20 years of Ghar-e-Kabab with all the bestsellers. 50
percent off F&B during lunch, 20 percent off during dinner, two lucky tables only pay the price from 20
years ago. Until 4 April, Hotel de I'Annapurna. 221711

+  Easter Specials Chocolate bunnies, Easter eggs, cookies, cakes and savouries at The Patisserie,
Soaltee Crowne Plaza. Until 31 March. 273999

< The new Roadhouse Café Redesigned with separate bar seating and coffee bar. Original
Mediterranean specialities, with wood-fired pizzas to return shortly. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel.

<+ Taste of Beijing Roast duck and other Chinese meat, fish and vegetarian delicacies. Beijing Roast
Duck Restaurant, Birendra International Convention Centre. 468589

% Missed the Holi Sekuwa? Regular Sekuwa begins next week, until then ceremonial Nepali cuisine
at Krishnarpan Restaurant, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

< Newari Bhoj Traditional snacks, drinks and meals, outdoors or indoor, in a restaurant designed by
Bhaktapur artisans, Lajana Restaurant. Lazimpat. 413874

< Charcoalz Buffet with grilled delicacies from around the world, glass of lager, live music and
strawberries with cream. Non-vegetarians Rs 595 and vegetarians Rs 495, tax included. Poolside, Yak &
Yeti. 248999

< Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Saturdays at
the Godavari Village Resort, Rs 650 per head plus tax. 560675

GETAWAYS

% Get ready for summer Ayurvedic massage at Club Oasis, two massages free with every two.
Finish with fresh juices, smoothies, flavoured yoghurt and fruit ice cream at the Terrace. Hotel Hyatt
Regency Kathmandu. 491234

+ Bardiya's Best Four nights and three days, jungle activities, transfers and meals including dikhri
(steamed rice dumplings) with jungle sauces and spicy coriander chutney, $120. Jungle Base Camp,
Royal Bardiya National Park. 061-31691

+  Escape to the peace and harmony of Dwarika's Hotel. Several packages available. 479488

[Fm inclusion in the listing send information o edilors@nepalitimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

“This spring is turning out to be wet, wet, wet, March is the
second month in & row with above-normal rainfall in
Kathmandu. Strong westerly fronts in late winter and early
spring were responsible. And they aren't finished yet,
another westerly band this way comes riding a et stream
from West Asia. This satellite picture was taken on Tuesday
evening when a major weather cell that covered nearly the
entire central Nepal from Kathmandu to Pokhara brought
high winds, lightning and some rain. There is a low pressure
area moving in leisurely fashion across north India, and this
circulation will bring in bay of Bengal moisture which could
resultin more windy thunderstorms over the weekend. Expect
temperatures to start picking up next week
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BOOKWORM

‘Tibetan Lives: Three Himalayan Autobiographies Peter Richardus, ed.

Curzon Press, London, 1998

Rs5,310

In the carly 20* century, missionarics,scholars, radersand soldiers from China, Russiaand

Biiain employd ocalstafft st heidelings with Tibctanas, and hese employees
{. Th

werein thevanguard of Tibe h ch

Phunshogs Lung o, K ma
l,

d historico-

Sum-dhon Paul and Ts'an-chih Chen offer valuable et
Jigious data and provi insiohts into th I
P!

Primordial

o Kok o et ipman, rans.
Shambhala Publications, Boston, 1983

Rs 1,460

“The st English trandlation of one of Tibetan Buddhism’s most revered texss, partof he
Daogschen r A yogardiin, thestte of pureand ol presence. Namkhai Norbu
compsicwih othr ofth f bodhicirs, and
the eltion of A yoga to Budis e
and ked with thi tex.

to rDzogs-chen Medita- |

‘The Way to Shambhala: A Search ot the Mythical Kingdom Beyond the Himalayas

Edwin Bernbaum

Shambhala Publications, Boston, 1980/2001

. Rs 1,380
Drawing on Tibetan and Sansksit exts,interview with lamas in Nepal and India, and his own
travelsin the Himalaya, Bernbaum examines the legend of Shambhala, where aline of
enlightencd kings s said to guard che highest wisdom for when allspricual values will be lost
inwar and destruction. He shows how the myth symbolises an inner,spiriual journey to
enlightenment, inspired by the actual terain of the Himalaya.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

This year's Sounds of Spring
extravaganza promises new surprises.

Itbegunin 1998 with 1974AD

musical performancein Nepal,much

will prove that weare capableof
managinginternational qualityacrs”
Performance this yearwill o be
amixofrock,dassical jaz, funk,
fusion, blues, Latin jazzas wellas
contmponay Nepa i Thos

HAPPENINGS
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THUNDERBOLT: Asmpcndou: flash af&rhghmmg comes down on

s tophy ncd

by Min Barachaya

Pradhan, Ds:pak Bajracharya,
“Tsering Bhutia, Indra Man Singh
and Rajen Gurung, While renowned
guitarists Patrick Wilson and son
Dariclwill be performing Horel
Californiaand Roshni Singh and
Priscilla Lama will be doing cover
versions by Alanis Morissette and
Cranberris. Litele Starvwill also be
performinga Joe Satriani picce.
Newintroductions to theindustry
will be drummer Nikhil Tuladhar
and keyboardist Pabic Maharjan.
Aquarterof theshowwillbe
dedicated to Nepali musicand the rest

amixof traditional to modern rock,

SSIFIED

Looking for a change of scene? Visit us at
Paddy Foley's Irish Pub, Thamel (near
Kathmandu Guest House) with a wide range

of

Thursday and Sunday nights. 416096

Semi-furnished spacious house in quiet

re:

foreign family. Contact 521024

English teacher required Part-time hours.
Excellent pay and conditions. Must be native
speaker. Tel: 429590

Reflexology! The therapist applies alternating

pr
pr

buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 410735 .

St

+ and terraces with views of stupa and Himala-
. yas. International vegetarian specialties, pizza
« from clay oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on.
Special events on full moon. Open daily 11AM-
8.30PM. 480262

drinks/ food. Live music Wednesday,

sidential area near UN complex suitable for o K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest”,
highest", “first" or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House.
433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced

or repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics

at the HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accesso-

ries and parts available. Second hand bikes

bought/sold/hired. New and reconditioned

mountain bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain
Bik

essure to the feet. It reduces stress,
omotes relaxation and good health. Email

upa View and Restaurant & Terrace at

Te and . 437437,

Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

0615-0645 BBC World Today
0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
0615-0645 BBC Agenda
2045-2115 BBC Auteit @av
2245-2300 BBC Aqrelt &an

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

“Wewill
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ROW OF RINPOCHES: The Tengboche Rinpache, recipient of the TO
DO Tourism Awardata peace prayersession at Boudha on Tuesday.

IT'S AN HONOUR: Renchin Yonjan presenting drum sticks belonging to
her late husband, Gopal Yonjan, to Cadenza’s Navin Chhetri during a jazz
concertat Pacan Museum on 20 March.

Samjhi ; i fsion,and L. But e hing o
h dthatwould h helase deaals by watchout for }
. : l‘)74‘AD‘ dihech o beusinga total of 65,000 watsforthe
wartenda concert utjustas organisers were bt whiduwillinclade
Countedasoncofthetoprockbands  preparingforthefouth Sounds of “ﬂ‘l‘l'i‘gj"ima;yﬁg‘hz_‘“ ¢
hatdothe rock band inthecounty 1974AD couldithave  Springn 2001 theroyal masacte Kb bas notsn his
1974AD, Decp Shrestha for their dtobelaidoff  pefore,” says Litde Star. Look out
Gurude Kamat, Mancse  ienuber Sy Fachufiomihe —— forayear Thisyerhoweerhe for the specil elfcsaccormpanying
Singh and Navin Bhattarai havein ~ samealbum. Tt year,old i ith  Pink Hoyd casic Shineon Your
common bsidsalofhembing e Decp St madean added touches Albough HisEMbSS oy, Diumond
ondinary comcbackperforming  pulled off Litcle Star (chatis his real
%lldh.u].lkell:gd Kamjre it Sodeeisgoing lﬂsak‘;{ lﬂdi" name) has international experi-
3 hagya. e placed Decp Shecsha in the studio Ll tar Recor 4 it
Hosted by the Soalice Crowne ~— onirackwithhosewhohad it ownedand mamagedby LileSar 1S e Fakir Hossein,
Plaza, theannual event has been the  the veteran crooner off. Shrestha will be arranging all and British folk musician Dono-
launching pad of many a arce. “SoundsofSpringisamiesone  technical spectsof heprogam o [ ench,
Tomormow iscs inNepali year, s vhichincludes the ltestntellgene
tobe nodifferent. Soalte’s Sunim Tamang, “Trrevives  lights, soundsand camera,
thed holdancbacw Gl ommanceisals
dlisedincarly 1998 by Nirakar Jectveaudiencethatunder- — beingco-ordinated by Litle Sar,
Yalhumb, thebasisoftherock  sandsandappreciacsic” whu[oldus “Ourulimateaimisto
band 1974AD: In youngfluiscManose — showthar bleofpurcn
Managing Directorof His FM Sonny  Singh alongwith d 1dl rovi
Shrestha,ftwas tobring Nepal dasical vocalist Gurudev Kamat wel hm thecquipmenfori.People
i the limelight. “Tt was like ) d the audi i ramnrhlmv

appreciati

behigh

donein Nepal

potential b

applaue. By

term it meant that

profitfromit, ecalls Sonny Shrestha.

oncofthe ladingactsof theyearin

thisfromall

aspects.” Sunim Tamangagres,

7.2 million people visit
nepalnews.com
every year.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Happy Holi Week

prehistoric festivals and ricuals with wild

abandon, it is important to bear in mind the
importance of conserving Nepal's cultural health,
waalth and happiness. Yes, many of our age-old
customs e in danger of being dragged into the
limbo of forgotten things right beforc our wide-open
eyesin broad daylight. Prety soon, the only
customs we have lefe will be the one at Tribhuvan
Inernational Airport.

Lok, for instance, at our national past-time of
partaking of a noon nap at Tundikhel. There used to
bea time when Tundikhel was so jam-packed with
our snoozing ancestors that it was standing room
only. Latccomers had to move to Sano Tundikhel,
and even that got pretty full up on some lazy winter
aftcrnoons. But today, you'd be lucky if you saw
even one person dozing there. The relentless march
of time, the modern
consumer culture, a
creeping materialism and
the rat race of our stressful
lifestyle have all contributed to
making this glorious practice
extinet, and the nation is a whole
lot poorer for it. No more can we
render ourselves unconscious
during daylight hours and forget
the mundane cares and travails
of our rugged passage through
world history.

5 Butallisnotlost. Lately, we

£ have strted secing some conserva-

£ tion-minded people who value our

2 priceless heritage (but unlike many

= of us, have decided to do
something about ) rying to
revive this grand tradicion

As we go into another weck of celebrating our

of national siesta. They have been caught napping at
cheir desks at the Ministry of Rest and Recreation.
“The public has been requested not to create any
street disturbances in the coming week, which may
wake these sedated bureau cats up from deep
slumber. Shhh.

On this Holi Week, we must also take a solemn
oath to resuscitate another fun-flled festival which
isalso in danger of going the way of the woolly
mammoth. We cannot bear the thought of not being
able to be stoned out of our minds and lob lolas at
damsels on the sidewalks, and se them otally
soaked from head to toc in Bagmati water.
Hahahahahaha! (Blood-curdling laughter.) So fun.

If, god forbid, Holi disappears we will no longer
be able to dab war pain on our faces and prowl

and rubbing cadmium-rich red vermilion powder
into their eye sockets. Harharhar-de-harhar!
(Boisterous chorle and guffaw) So laugh-
able,yar.

However, itis my sad duty to
bring o my mirthful readers
notice that these fun and games,
these magnificent customs may
soon be a thingof the past.
“They are now under threat

from an administration
notification that miscreants
creatinga nuisance will be
nabbed on the spot on a srict
fi first serve basis so

enu Rajbhandari was a

medical officer at Teku

Hospital ten years ago.
AIDS was just beginning to
show itself in Nepal, and
health professionals em-
ployed at the central health
laboratory would get excited
whenever they came across
a new case. “At that time we
were just interested in
numbers,” Renu recalls.

Al that was soon to
change. HIV spread dramati-
cally, and is now poised to
become the biggest killer of
young Nepalis. And for Renu,
there was the shocking
realisation that behind the
statistics were searing
personal tragedies. Ten
years ago, the young doctor
went on a field visit to
Nuwakot and came face-to-
face with the disease. “She
was a 19-year-old dalit girl
who had been sold by her
uncle to a Bombay brothel
when she was 12. She
managed to escape after six
years, but not after being
infected.”

The visit jolted
Rajbhandari out of her
existence

that no untoward incident takes
place. Afterall extraordinary
imes demand i

because the girl accused her
of selling their blood. Renu
thinking: “Here |

measures, and we cannot it idly
by while this country goes down
the pichkari tubes. ¢

am an educated doctor,
society had invested in me.
But | felt useless. | am giving
nothing back to society.”
Renu was haunted by the
torture, mental and physical
suffering the girl in e
Nagarkot had been
through in her young life.
Two months passed
in a fit of depression and
introspection, when
Renu’s husband

encouraged her to do some-

thing about the problem. She
was determined to change the
focus of her work. She took off
to Nuwakot, where she spent
two months visiting the village
of Ghyangphedi collecting as
much information as she could
about trafficking. “I had no idea
about the issue, | had no
organisation, no funding, | was
just driven by emotion.”

Today, the Women's
Rehabilitation Centre
(WOREC) which Renu set up
in 1991 is among many
groups in Nepal addressing
women'’s health as a human
right. Gender discrimination in
Nepali society is taking its toll
on women's health, and is at
the root of evils like trafficking.

Asked about the recently
passed Women's Bill, Renu
feels it is still going for welfare,
whereas Nepali women need
their basic human rights
ensured and laws imple-
mented properly. “The patriar-
chal notion of the state is
strongly evident in the bill, and

NEPAL| SOCIETY

also in the domestic violence
bill presently being dis-
cussed,” she says, and is
doubtful they will change the
status of Nepali women.
Renu thinks the newly-
formed Women’s Commis-
sion is a positive step, but is
overtly politicised and
doesn't have teeth.

But Renu has managed
to sink her own teeth into the
problem with WOREC's work
in 11 districts around the
country. Some 200,000
women in Udaypur, Siraha,
Morang, Sindhupalchok,
Mustang benefit from the
organisation's work. The
Maoist insurgency has
affected activities in some
districts, but WOREC's
women-centred health
programmes continue in
others. Barefoot gynaecolo-
gists teach women about
their bodies, how to take care
of themselves, about nutri-
tion.

The group runs commu-
nity mediation centres where
trained paralegals look into
cases ignored by the police
as well as shelters for
trafficked women in the
border town of Janakpur.
Renu practices what she
preaches: she is avoid-

ing the welfare approach,
trying to get cooperatives
of women to do things
themselves. ¢
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