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EXCLUSIVE

India cracks down

Indian intelligence this week
arrested eight wounded Maoists
undergoing treatment in two private
clinics in Lucknow. Two are said to
be brigade and platoon command-
ers, and one woman Maoist.
Operatives are tracking down their
supporters, news reports said.

Most Wanted

The government has released
recent pictures of Nepal's most
wanted men and one woman.

Future
|mperfect
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health and literacyis going o

Highlights: Chairman F anda
and a clean-shaven Baburam
sporting a pistol. (See p5)

Ministers immune

It is becoming clearer why we'll
never be able to control corruption.
Nobody really wants to. Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
promised a clean government, but
is under pressure from his cabinet
to water down the anti-graft agenda.
This week's draft anti-corruption bill
is a classic example—it says the
corruption watchdog can't probe
policy decisions taken by ministers.
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progressin the past wo decades. Child
mortalicy has been halved in 20 years, goitre
whichwas endemicis nearly gone, and 80

percentof the populacion has safe drinking

water.

theattacks
continucar hispace.
“Ourdevclopment has
been pushed back 50 years,”
says Prem Narayan Premi, DDC chairman of
Okhaldhunga. “The devasation in Rumjatar
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wreck

‘Nepal has been’

‘pushed back 50 years.

lines have been cur. Lascvweek, Humla's
dynamic DDC Chairman, Jivan Shahi had his
home burn tocinders, his property an

livestock looted.

Prem Narayan Premi, DDC Chairman of Okhaldhunga
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Germanaid group, GTZ.
“Our partnersare vanishing,
VDCsaredecrasingand
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policy wasworking But theadvances of the offthe limbs of anyone who tried to repair the mnyh.mng (thﬂm.[(nmyw progress h: ‘hurNcl-mJ\
past 20 yearsarenow theatencd by ystematic R 18 millon project which had taken en and vandali developmentp:
attacks by Maoist rebel build. \|npraccdsnred:als." regessing, For instance, the child morcality rate
projects, elected bodies and infrastructure (See In the past two weeks, 25 VDC buildings In Kathmandu be lict thich had come down to 100 per 1,000 live
also: Rampage #85). ebeen destroyed. “I don't interest o gauge the implication of this births from nearly double that figure 20 years
The destruction h ball effect, el ebuild them,”says depillage. Nog tisingagain at
Auacks on hydropower plants, for instance, MP Hari Bhakta Adhikary. In Lamjung’s keepinga tally of the d Onlvat 1d go d in from 90 percent to 70.
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“Childrenand women sufferthemostin — “Ouraord destroythem, we doncare build . Jagdih Chandra midswest.“Workis challenging,but declop-
conflicts,” UNICEF's Stewart McNaboldus - whathhappens.” Pokhrel of the NPC told us. “Wearealready  mencmustgoon.”
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Evenin
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district, 27 VDC buildings have been

destroyed, only Simikot remains, Water supply

‘The panic,
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Workd Food Program. “Alat
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“India is metging with Sikkim, not the other way round...”

Nepali Times: Sikkim is more developed than other north-
eastern Indian states, and has always been a point of com-
parison for Nepal. What makes Sikkim special?

Pawan Chamling: We are made up of three groups—Bhutias,
Lepchas, and Nepalis. That is why we call Sikkim our home and India
our country. Until the home isn't secure, the country won't be. As
much as we are concerned about the sovereignty and integrity of
India, we are more concerned about keeping our home secure, and
that won't just happen by ensuring national military security. We:
need social and economic security, education.

Sikkim, once an independent monarchy, is now part of India.
What place does it have in the larger scheme of things?

We haven't lost out by becoming part of the Indian Union, we've
gained. While preserving our tradition, language, culture, religion, our
identity, we are also forging another identity. We need to play a role
on the national stage. People talk about emotional integration, but
now we're seeing more reverse integration. India is learning much
from Sikkim, India is merging with Sikkim, not the other way round.

But how much can the Sikkimese interact with India today,

keeping their self-esteem intact?

They are living with pride and self-esteem even today. | am proud that |
am chief minister of India's 22 state. These are positive things and
we need to move head in a positive manner. It's only been 27 years,
but it is unthinkable that anyone should say we are backward. We can
live, progress and compete in the national arena.

VAHVHOVHCYE NI

What challenges does Sikkim face?
The biggest are natural. Our terrain is 100 percent mountainous or hilly,
which makes agriculture difficult—only 11 percent is cultivable land.

We can't produce what we need

Qurs is a consumer culture and

we're affected by the outside national and international market. Still,
there are possibilities: if we can't be self-sufficient in foodgrains, we
must be in vegetables. There are possibilities in tourism.

Another problem is that even today, 27 years down the line,
Sikkimese are only alert to their rights in democracy, not their responsi-
bilities. The government must do everything. To some extent, we in
government are to blame for this. Political challenges are always there,
but right-thinking people are on our side. We have no real social
problems, which is why we are peaceful. As for external problems,
so far we've faced no challenges on that front.
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2 EDITORIAL

Nepal Trns s paisnedby Hiraneca P L.
ChefEdior Kunda Dt

Eior Anaghatlesakanian

FECKLESS PLURALISM

It should by now be clear from the examples of countries like Pakistan and Nepal that
“democratic transition” does not necessarily denote a transition to democracy. When
the political class fails to address popular grievances that led to the downfall of
authoritarianism, when pluralism cannot dislodge an entrenched patronage structure,
the dangers of democratic reversal are real. Thirteen years after the People’s
Movement we see this clearly in Nepal.

Transitional countries do not have any cast-iron guarantees that political evolu-
tion will be progressive and linear. Democracy-in-transit is often fragile and fickle.
Thomas Carothers, in his piece “The End of the Transition Paradigm” in the Journal of
Democracy (13.1, 2002) analyses the phenomenon of “democratic deficit”. The
theory that democracy restored was democracy gained had become conventional
wisdom after the falls of dictatorships in Asia and the former East Bloc in the late
1980s. Carothers argues that just because a people have shaken off dictatorial rule,
there is no guarantee that their country is on its way to full-blown democracy.

This is not new to us in Nepal, of course. We have lived through the stench of
democracy in decay for the past six years. We have tried to the situation by saying
that these are teething problems. We have told ourselves it took the Europeans two
hundred years to perfect the system, and how can we make it work in a decade?
We said we tried dictatorship, and that didn't work either.

So we concluded that despite its messy transition, the answer to malfunctioning
democracy was more democracy, not less. What we hadn't bargained for was the
fecklessness of our politicians. A more selfish, self-absorbed and visionless bunch
of leaders would be hard to find even in countries where the democratic transition is
messier than ours. In his Journal of Democracy piece, Carothers reserves special
mention for Nepal as one of the countries afflicted with a syndrome he calls “feck-
less pluralism”

These are states with political freedom and elections, but where democracy
hasn't taken root, there is chronic instability, and little political participation beyond
voting. Carothers cites countries like Argentina and Nepal as being examples of
countries with feckless pluralism where ‘the political competition is between deeply
entrenched parties that essentially operate on patronage networks and seem never
to renovate themselves...”

Countries with feckless pluralism, writes Carothers, achieve their own “dys-
functional equilibrium” where rival elite groups compete for the spoils of power. And
he cautions against having too high expectations of elections as generators of
democratic change. Carothers goes on: “Nepal is a telling example....since 1990 (it)
has held many multiparty elections and experienced frequent alternation of power.
Yet, the Nepalese public remains highly disaffected from the political system and
there is little real sense of democratic accountability”

Well put. But while many here would agree with Carothers' observation
concerning national politics, he does overlook the genuine evolution of a culture of
democracy in Nepal at the grassroots since 1990. One of the major accomplishments
of the past 13 years has been the gradual devolution of decision-making to account-
able locally-elected leaders. This had started to unleash a wave of development
throughout the land: in community forestry, health care, and lately in education.

Itis not surprising, therefore, that the architects of a proletarian revolution want
to destroy this foundation. Here was one guarantee that our democracy would not
be shallow, be bottom-up, and strike roots deep in the polity. Our adolescent
democracy is taking a double whammy: from national leaders who lack accountabil-
ity, and from armed revolutionaries who want to rip out its fragile roots. With such an
alliance, our democracy doesn't stand a chance. Unless, of course, the people
speak out. They should. We don't have much time to set things right.

2059

If you thought 2058 was a bad year, wait for 2059. According to the royal astrolo-
ger, Mangal Raj Joshi, the omens don't look good. The very first month into the
new year, the bad planets will be arrayed on our side of the solar system—an
alignment that will not happen for the next 100 years. Just after sunset in the
first week of May, we will see Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Mars and Saturn all in a
huddle in the western sky. What are these planets up to? What do they portend
for Nepal and the world?

Mr Joshi probably needs to make these dire warnings to keep his job, but our
suggestion in the new year would be to believe in astronomy rather than astrology.
For once, we must get down to building our own future. Our future is not fated, it is
not pre-ordained. Destiny is what we make of it. Our future is shaped by the
decisions and actions we take today. Let's stop blaming the stars.

However, there seem to be other shining lights besides planets to guide us in the
new year. The 2059 official calendar of the Communist Party of Nepal (United
Marxist-Leninists) has an interesting line-up of portraits to adorn each month of the
forthcoming year. Our comrades seem to be in a time warp. We may be in 2059 BS,
but their dogma is still stuck somewhere in 1937 AD. If these be our role models,
then maybe we really need divine intervention.

ATE OF THE STATE
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Fatalism, capitalism 2
and altruism

The sad paradox of the caste system is that the haves don’t have
to give, and the have-nots don’t have much to give.

ales of the species of higher-caste

Hindusare called dwij—the twice-

born ones, The second-birch
ceremony is actuallya ite of passage that
commemoratesthe coming-of-age whena
dwijbecomes elgible to wear the conse-
crated thread. Atan elaborate bratabandha
(penance-bound) ceremony, the sacred
Gayatri Mantra s whispered into the car of
a batuk—liteall, the young one—by the
family priestora respected elder. Once this
commemoration is complete,a diwis
entitled to reccive something for nothing
and he learns to becomea beggarfor fe. In
fact the ritual of begging s an integral part
of the bratabandha ceremony and the batuk
is made to do o disguised asa mendicant.

“Thebratabandha ceremony is symbolic

ofthe veneration of culture of begging

the right hand i giving”. Butall we have are
remnantsof the monumental vanity of our
ancestors shouting for atention from the
tops of now-crumbling templs.

Sadly,even ourenlightened Hindu rich

promoters. Welfare docsn' figurein their
calculations.

Meanwhile,the poor, the children, the
disadvantaged, the physically or menally
challenged, the aged, and the sick—all

have failed to learn from the phil
traditions of other societies. Rather than

charitable hospitals,fee privately-funded

p inthep:
the free-market—have been left to fend for

themselves. I€s depressing but true:the rich
I imum 40

schools,orend Id age hom
we have trusts that dispense prizes toall
and sundry. Those instituting prizes ofien
doso in the hope that some of the luminos-
ity of the winners will rub off on them. It
is a naked attempt to buy glory and

in Nepal pay lower
percen) than in France (maximum 60
percent), live better (more servants than
family members) than those with equivalent
gross incomein Japan (almost no servants),
and contribute less (almost nothing)
towards social welfare than their counter-

yon the cheap—h
giver beliteles the achicver by showering
cash on him.

Allthis didn't matter much s long as
the ruler (and later the state) took care of
he disad 1, though admittedly ina

prize-

rampantin Hindu society. A diwiboy gr
up with the belief that it’s his destiny to
receive while those lower down the caste
ladder are duty-bound o give. If's not
just the cobblers even important occupa-
tional castes of agricultural society, such
asironsmiths and tail idered

very small way. The rulers were venerated as
protectors and providers, but they had o
please the poor in order to justfy their
control over the stte. Thus, Chandra
Sumshere established ahigh schooland a

untouchables.

“The natural human urge to help the
weak is dampened by a lind beliefin re-
birch. If myadvantageous position in this
life isa eward of my good deds inan
carlerlife,why take pity on the suffering of
alesser being? Why interfere in god’s
scheme of things and try to improve the lot
of someone who may be enduring punish-
mentfor past sins?

Despite our guthis, we simply don't
have atradition of taking care of the less

college and released slaves, Bir Sumsh
upahospital and Juddha Sumshere
patronised schools outsde the Valley.
Governments that came to power after
1951 aspired to build a welfarestate. But
the post-Berlin Wall period has seena
witheringavway of the socialist drcam, In the
new paradigm of politics,the people’s
representatives reign, butitis the market
that really rules.

partsanywhere clse n the world. Soiitisn't
atallsurprising that most Nepalis believe

theirwelfare is in the benevolent hands of

Lord Pashupatinath,

But even in this darkness, a lamp of
hope has been burning bright for some-
timea Jorpati. Established by the late
Khagendra Basnet, the Nepal Disabled
Socicty Hospital s run on the traditional
pattern of doing good rather than
following the modern trends of cost
recovery and profit maximisation. Kanak
Mani Dixit has set up a home for his
dream of establishing a spinal injury
rehabilitation centre within its
welcome premises.

“Thisweek,theinauguration ofthe Nepal
Spinal Injury Rehabilation Centre showed
onceagin that Nepalisociety isnot com-
pletlybereftofa culture of philanthropy. The

dition by by the Sah brothers of

So, most schools that dafter
the mid-cighti are business enterprises
selling education. Instead of hospital, we

Janakapur—Ram Swaroopand Ram S
the Shahasof Nepalgunj,thelate Dayabir

aropalar eamin

us. Christi have prit Ith care on an industrial Singh k dh
missionary tradition, Muslims have their ~ scale. Engincering, technical and medical  Kathmandu may notbe thiving, butits there.
hools have suddenly materialised outof  What Nepal needsis social

zakattadition of giving, one so noble that
the faithful arc urged to give in such a way
that “the left hand should not know what

burifthat’s

thinair, but these are actually ill-disguised
factorics churning out profitsfor the

oo much toask, capialism with a human face
mayhavetodo. ¢
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Bhercaresigns that the “People’s War”
isturning o errorism, Why clewould
cight-year-old Kajol Khatun have o be

waliveinabus? Whatcould be the

cgicteason to trget drinking water

‘ms, making thousands ofchildrensick?

ywere theyshootingatlong-distance

sevenaficrthe 2-6 Aprilbandh had been
doff? Whystopanambulancebringinga

‘ntfrom Charikorto Kathmandu? Why

matically destroy small hyco plans buile

l communities

Theremay bea revolutionary racionale

omeof theseacts. For the others, we

ltotry o understand the Maoistsand

People’s Warin adifferentcontet.Itis

dlear thatlocallevel cadre cither
inderstood o defied partyorders. Inone:
town local Maosts were quoted as

1g:“Wedon't carewho Prachandais, o

clled offthe bandh, Close your shopsor

Jllsmashic”

The destruction of water-supply systems,

‘ulrural raining centres forest ranger's

escouldalso indicate disobediencein the

s, and blaune defancefor direcrorders

MIN BAIRACHARYA

Chinks in the Maoist armour

Only an immediate ceasefire and resumption of peace
talks may now save the Maoists from self-destructing.

by PUSKAR GAUTAM P
@

“Theseare natural when idcology s igid, and
nodissentisallowed. Butven by these
standards, Nepali Maoists sem to be masters
ofinconsistency. There was the confusion with
idcology when they unnccessaily appended
the “Prachanda Path” rotheirideology (a
dleverway to use the bilingual word “parh”
andalsoshowasublinina linkwith Peru).
Anythingwas justfablein the name of the
Prachanda Path. Theiradoption of erroris
tactics may bein the belifand hope that final
victoryiswithin srking distance. Theinternal
analysisof theleadership could be thatche
revolution isgainingitsown momentum, and
thatthey have toridethe wave to emain in
conttol. Butthe spreadinganarchy in the ranks
could be because the grassroorsleadersae not
represented i the party’scentral command.
“Thishas confused the cadreabou overalwar
suategyand managementapproaches,the
larger game plan, and even, in some case, has
given iscto the suspicion thattheleadership

hassold outto the reactionaries.

i e Bich

AMaoist bridg
29 March injured 26 people, including two children.

Maoistmindsctand dragged the pary towards

militarisation. But that milestone event

sthe poltcal eadership. Aracking pro-indianand e Maoistshas now b prevalentin  heat? Prachanda’s sudden affection for India  trapped the Maoistsand forced them o stray
dlocil hystnce. Inarecentinterviewin  the mediaand amongthe Nepali publc, hatit —could be his way of repaying . furherLeft They I duai
cgyeventhe Great Helmsman never he ! hand I Peoplearcsaying the “The Buddhasaid realty wasan “llusion”. full-fledged errorsm. The miliary
tioned. Maosid, “Don'tdoanythi " I Indian A fersarein India, we even knowthe o the Maoists,everythi powerisan  leadership must feara major miliary asaul,
incteases the peoples’hardship, serve lling himandhisfollowers ~ sttcecaddres for theirsafe ilusion. The end justi llance,iallows  whichiswhy they have decided to hasten the
aand don'teven ukencedleanddhread bels”. Theentire 10-page comeIndian intelligence hasnt nabbed them? iy. So, the Maoists i revolution by all-outattacks onall flanks.
sthem.” Therevol ybesipp Jocs not mention“Indi “The reason Prime Minister Sher Bahadur ~ fio hinga feudal monarchy o gt T I reality could beone or more
outofthe leadership’sgrip,and o, this s even once. Quiteafeatforsomeone Deubawas unabl back from India bed it heyhavebeencalling  of theabove possbil i

§

inali inthe ranksare

“Thesesignsof s, andwh ¥
anunwanted, butinasensean inevitable stepon Nepalisoi, in which case, heonce
offshootofamed stuggle. said,his fighters would ake on India's migh.

Becauscall the recent violentacts ook
place days before the Maoist generalsrike, i

Suddenly, India s not the Maoists’ “main
enemy” anymore, Whereareall the threats

witha couple of Maoistleaders under his
arms s scen by many as an indication that
the Indian security apparatusis mysteriously
soffon our comrades. The irssign of
movementis the joint mecting of security
this weckin Patna.

“expansionist running dogs” ll theirlves
Th 4 g

theteof. Burwhat weare scingare chinks n

the Maoist monolith: I tensions
" — -

idealsand justfy chatin th fthe

ion. ! lity, lying i

, the

. Anything gocsas longasibrings
them closer toabsolute power. Weall know

wasnatural to condlude that they were against Indian moviesand theban on Indian Many halinkusedto  thatone day the Maoists willsay thatall

preparingfortheimpending “final” barde. If  vehicles operacingin Nepal? [t may bea dismissed as conspiracy theorists—unil his—h i hil

hesab deed oincidence, bu the rgestis now, Today the theory hasa cerwin respect- ~ villain-in-chicf Girija Prasad Koirala, the
dinated attack timed for the run-up Maoistsh kedand destroyed so far  abiliy: Ificisindecd true that i i 1 ith arch-cnemy

thebandh, thenitgives usa glimpsc of the
Maoistbattle plan duringthe escheduled
bandh late this month.

‘Alongside theescalaton of violenceand
terror, th I fa shift in Maoist

happens to bethe Jhimruk Hydropower

Project. Considering that water resources

and power e the only arcas in which India

eally cares about Nepal, that attack is not
ithoutsi

allgiances, One ofthe most dramatic

“The perception that Indiais supporting

of Indian inteligenceare backing the Maoists,
then doesthe leadershi fee it can use Indiato
capultitselfto power? Or have the

India, the falling out with a monatchy
with which the Maoists themselves admit
they were negotiating for the spoils—was

p
leaders and the followers, those for the
Prachanda cult and those against it. The
tertorist tactics of the past month show
that vertical isures have appeated in the
party structure. Only an immediate
ceasefire, or peace talks, can save the
Maoists from self-destructing. 4

lled off their India-bash alla strategi made in the (Puskar Gautam is 2 former Maoist district
because they need refuge in Indianow that  course of a revolution. commander for Okhaldhunga and left the
the royal Nepal Army has turned on the Jui hcontradi yearsago)

NAKED

In the fable of the Emperor's
New Clothes, it is enough for
a mere boy to cry out that the
emperor was indeed naked.
The ensuing public laughter
brought the emperor to his
senses. In Nepal, the nudity
of our politicians is not
exposed even when the
commander-in-chief tells
them they have no clothes
on. (“Who brought the nation
to its present condition?,”
#87). Instead of coming to
their senses, our politicians
pull all the stops in muzzling
this criticism.

And they go about strut-
ting in all their corrupt glory,
declaring anti-democratic all
those who point fingers at
their corruption. The only
political force serious
enough about the corruption
have been the so-called
“terrorists”. In these difficult
times, it is natural for the
army leadership to worry
about the political leader-
ship. After all, it is they who
are on the frontlines, putting
their lives on the line. And if
all this killing turns out to
support a corrupt and
inefficient political leader-
ship, the army indeed has

tion.

Nepalis agree with him. It is
the political parties that are
responsible for the present
state of the country. The
Maoists are just taking advan-
tage of this. Now the Maoists
are preventing our brothers
and sisters from taking their
exams and destroying the
country’s healthy growth. Are
these Maoists going to rule a
Nepal that is completely
destroyed? Many Nepalis
sympathised with the Maoists
at first, but they have tuned
out to be even more dirty and
corrupt than the political S
parties. The Maoist leadership

reasons to worry. There is no
credible evidence that the
politicians in power are taking
the sort of hard steps in
punishing the corrupt and
improving governance—steps
that are necessary even if the
army kills the last of the

and their cl

relatives of

revenge. S
remember,

Kabindra Pradhan

Butwal | Baburam,”

Baburam

| think Prajwalla S Rana is Bhattarai's
absolutely right, and most foreign toul

extra point.

“materially

murderers

Nepalis int
as well as
people.

now. But wait. One day the

Maoist murders are going to
chase them and take their

A fitting reply by Paul
Bacon (‘Reply to

want to add one

Baburam says the
Nepali people are

spiritually poor"? To top
it all, he claims to

represent us. What he and
his politically-charged

however, is turning

hildren are safe CK LAL

the victims of

0 comrades,
your payback time

Maoists. Asking the army to will come soon. chief wears a bright red tika
remain apolitical makes Sanjay Giri | even in uniform and “in-
sense only when the political UK | dulges in extended reli-
leadership is sufficiently gious ceremonies”. These
efficient and free from corrup- | BABURAM are entirely personal

#87) to army that prohib- | for the foreigner”. and it is puzzling how
its wearing a tika Mike Sharma. many hats he owns. It

fax to -in uniform. Let's by email seems to me that he

rists. | not get personal owns a powerhouse or a

are doing,

o “materially poor §
spiritually poor”

halav Rana
Jawalakhel

We enjoy the depth of CK
Lal's columns. But in his
“Yes sir, yes sir, three bags
full” (#88) there was abso-
lutely no need to get per-
sonal and mention that the

matters. There is
no rule in the

# here. This kind of
gutter journalism

@ was unexpected
from a columnist of

(#87) was very
insightful. Many
#4 prominent econo-
mists of the country
including Dr Devendra
Raj Pandey, Mahesh
Banskota and
Pitamber Sharma have

cautioned against too
much dependence on

years of foreign aid in the
country is really dismal.

increasingly powerful, the
country has not gained
much. Inefficiency and
corruption apart, foreign
aid has aided foreign

Nepali people. Indeed, in

foreigner, by the foreigner

FAIRLY LOVELY
This is in response to
Joyce Silverstein's letter

poor but spiritu- CK Lal's maturity. impose her “western”
ally rich”, but what is he? Dr Amrit KC | sensibilities on us? Woul
Is he “materially rich but Bishalnagar | she complain in the same

hair colour or tanning
lotions? The virtues of
fairer skin are not just

are generally considered
“fair". 1, personally, find

nothing wrong in such ad:
as long they do not make

foreign aid. The result of 40

While donors have become

consultants more than the

Nepal foreign aid is “of the Kunda Dixit wears

(#87). Why is she trying to

vein for advertisements for

imagined. “Skin lightening”
products are popular even
in countries where people

false claims and are not
harmful to use. Moreover,
it is ads like this which
make Kunda Dixit's
“humour” more afford-
able to readers like
Joyce

Sunita Singh

by email

HATS OFF
To my wonder, it seems
utter nonsense that

different hats every time

factory of hats. What is the
meaning behind wearing
a different hat always. Can
you please clarify this
nonsense act?

d B Bastakoti
by email

CORRECTION

In Back to Sundarijal >8
(#88) the reference to
“king” in BP Koirala's
diary is to King Birendra
and not to Mahendra as
erroneously cited in the
explanatory notes and

5 parenthesis. — Editor
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foro(heracn\ma.suchasrakmgrheu
goodsothe marker,orstudying, It
means people can make the nextstcp to
building—and using—coilcts, which
in tum means better hygiencand
healthier, more productive Nepalis.
Asgrants dry upand the

cmphasisinternationallyshiffs to
making communitis manage their
drinking watersystems, Nepal too has
in recent ycar rid (o usethe greater
decision-making powersof women and
ensuring thatsystemsare locally
sustainablewith theprimary concerns

Water for life

Eighty percent of rural Nepalis now have safe drinking

‘Water Supply and Sanitation Sub-
Projectshows that heavrage time o
ferch onevessel of warer came down
froman hour o ten minutcs aficrthe
project was implemented. The major
beneficarcs were women, and when
water supplyimproves moreand more
womenartend informal cducation
chscsand participatein savingsand
creditschemes. They spend more ime
on aringfor heir children and

Inthe coming monsoon season, the biggest problem won't be imple-
menting new water and sanitation projects. It will be the insurgency.
“More people will fall il this monsoon season,” UNICEF's Hans Spruijt
predlcts Because of the conflict and the state of emergency, most

d,and they cven leep
berter. There s moretime o tke:
produce to markes, children (especilly

working on drinking water projects have been forced to
reduce their programmes by half.
Hari Ram Koirala, deputy director general of the Department of

of sanitation and hygiene. girls) have more time to study. Water Supply and Sewerage (DWSS) is keeping his fingers crossed
‘Wiater planners say we must Biman Kumar Pauds an that community-managed systems will be spared by the insurgents.
understand that water supply isa drinking water has been so successful with the “Our g ts-level workers have not been harassed by the Maoists
right. Once thatis ukenasagiven,  is that the technology needed was Department of Water Supplyand [ so far, even in very sensitive disticts lie Rukum and Rolpa,” he said.
‘water becomes an agent of social simplified and adapted to local Sewage who has worked with But he is still nervous, wondering whether the attacks on the DWSS'

change. The numbersshow that tis
approach holds waterand in 1997,
the international Water Collabora-
tive Council recognised Nepal's
drinking water campaign as one of
the best i the world.
Nepal's model works ke this:a

conditions, and so could be buile
and maintined with locally-
produced spare pares.

Namaste Lal Shrestha of UNICEF
says,“Now the communitiesdo ot
need forcign tained technicians ke
us,they can o just fine by them-

y must;

selves.” Village folk nowalso know that

grasstoots communities for two
decades, says there s an even more
remarkable change: “In areas that
have community-managed drinking
water supply systems, not oly has
the health and hygiene of women
improved, chey havealso become
significanty becterleaders.”

local partners, such as village and district development committees,
and of late on large-scale drinking water projects, could be portends
of bad times ahead

In the past month, the Maoists have attacked water supply in
Okhaldhunga, Dailekh and a dozen other districts. In Humla, metal pipes’
laid down at enormous cost for rural water supply have been uprooted
by Maoists. “This is a disaster,” says Jivan Shahi, chairman of the
Humla DDC. “More children will die.”

TADO turns TADA

The Terrorism and Disruptive Acts Bill passed by parliament last week with an overwhelming majority will
make terrorism a crime punishable with life imprisonment. The Bill, which replaces the Terrorism and
Disruptive Activities Ordinance, issued when the state of emergency was declared last November,
authorises security forces to make arrests without warrants, and use force or firepower if confronted
with resistance. In addition to life imprisonment, it allows the seizure of property belonging to perpetrators,
conspirators and supporters in cases involving loss of life caused by terrorist and disruptive activities. The

A2001 study by the research Bill also proposes a special court to deal with cases related to charges of terrorism. While supporters of
water, and chlld mortallty has gone dOWn by a third. group New Eraon the fourth phase of the Bill, which will be in force for two years once it officially becomes an Act, say it will help bring the
oo the Asian Development Bank-funded insurgency under control and Maoists behind bars, anti-Bill activists say it will affect people’s liberty more

than aid in the crackdown on the Maoists.

Nepal’s most wanted

Finally, there are faces to go with the most “revnlullonary names in Nepa\ loday Last week on its fort-
nightly television program the Royal Nepal Army premiered the most recent pictures of the Maoist leader-
ship. Nearly two dozen pictures, including those of a garlanded Prachanda and a whiskerless Baburam
Bhattarai, were shown on NTV. Viewers were also encouraged to report to the authorities any glimpse
they caught of the “anti-nationals”. Also on the RNA's most-wanted list is Nanda Kishore Pun, head of the
Maoist militia in the western region. Pun, aka Pasang, led major Maoist offensives in the west, including in
Dang and Surkhet. Newspaper reports say that the photographs were seized from Ajablal Yadav and Khop
Bahadur Kandel who were killed in clashes between security forces and the Maoists in Saptari and
Gorkha, respecnve\y

LiLS T

supply system, it must identify they don’t need to depend on 'UNICEF and some 25 other
perennial water source. Then, alocal Kathmandu for money or experts, nationaland munmuomlorpmsa— additional 35 percent. This means main obstacles. From left to right: Baburam Bhattarai, Nanda Kishore Pun (
tteisappoi inuindhe  and itis this local invol that tions workingin rural drinking water ey drinki Onein foursimply said that they Rekha Sharma
system. Finally, villigerssicdownto~ hasalso de-policicised rural caution that the next big push should PR LS didn'thave toilets because they weren't
decide where he apsshould be drinking water supply. beinaniion—onsmicting 65 T0perenc’ enceofdamhocs S hehabiofusing e “The From two days to an hour
. lnrharsam:psnodI\epa]s:h\ld umug:nwmrhcmr bels  ement” saysDr Vi Shestha, who plced,contribure abour and find However,poli lavaoris. The New Ersuvcy showed.irehoca eatd dea o q hasalop
-member P ‘mortali from 300 water suppl rked with throush  funds for. After this y tell us that the dmmmdm cosetoa third e of the problem. Initally we didn Local villagers, with help from an ex-Gurkha welfare fund, have successfully completed a 25 km stretch
iceadvert ! per 1,000 lve birchs to less than 100. pxpdmcs inrulares. (Secboy) threephasesofhe Rural Water theycontheironn. Wharkocps (h: nextstepistoget back pinincidenceof and morcliy. raliscrhe \|guﬂumulfmuhl sing of road from Jiito Pirtiin Ramechhap, cutting down travelling time from two days to about one hour. The
o i b e onmil, | (PSR R iSO ey st v oo 1
‘was o reason to snigger at them. drinking water and healthier children, :I.\km one’s dm:(,nmntyuua Areliable supply means infants community righ h Mn “Th d: I enhanced when water supply is v |, i resources of families,” NEWAH's
Consdethisinthocaly 1960 only  and Nepsscessnith . evatrisasocil  woriediofdianpoed debydsion | il hipaswellas  thatsupplying good qualicydrnk muplmiwidxbmc(hyg'g?c. e e e B en Pyt Evenifhevomen through Ji, Betal, Thhose, and Sivalaya. The road was formely inaugurated by the director o the Briish
five percent of rural Nepalis had drinking water hast fel bilisi dgirlswhospend ) fing ofhow th ater malk says "Hans D Spruijt, who heads e theaall UNICEF s sttitis understand the need for proper oilets, Gurkha Welfare Fund, Peter Sarland. “All we need now is a bridge at Khimti,” says Captain Tek Bahadur
access to piped drinking water. other devel ies. Butthisis  nities, ch ' four,it b hing water with gagri works. Theather reason tha]\ Unesh Pandey, member sscmarvof UNICEF's Waterand Envi 1 ghowthatwhi of the men in their houscholds decide it Limbu of the Fund,
Today 80 percent do. now threatened by the Maoist isabouthealth and women'sempow-  their hips can use that time and experiment naged  Nepal Water for Health (NEWAH). ion section, has calulated tall:+— houscholds in Nepal s not the priority. #

S|r Edmund Hillary was in Kathmandu
week for an annual visit. Next year

“I'm glad I don’t have to climb
Mt Everest all over again...”

Nepali Times: The year 2003 is the 50th anniversary of your
climb of Mt Everest. How are you planning to mark the event?
Edmund Hillary: Certainly, my wife and | plan to be here on May 29,
2003 which is the day that we reached the summit of Mt Everest
They tried to persuade us to be in the UK at that time, and in New
Zealand and so on. But we decided to be in Nepal when it all
happens. I'm looking forward to seeing many good mountaineering
friends both here in Nepal and also in the United Kingdom. So, it
should be a very happy and cheerful occasion.

Is there any special reason for this particular visit?

This is the normal time of the year that we come to Nepal. This is a
very special occasion for us. We are largely handing over the
administration of our many projects to a very good Sherpa committee
and they will have the responsibility of spending the money and
carrying out the projects. We will still try and raise money, but the
administration will be handed over to a very good and respected
friend among the Sherpa community.

What will your role be?
My constant efforts these days is the raising of funds for various
projects in Solukhumbu, for the hospital, schools, the teacher training

Nepal recently opened up numerous new peaks for climbing®
I think it is a very good idea to open up new areas. They may not be
the highest peaks in the word, but many of them are formidable
mountains and give great challenges for the young, enthusiastic

will enjoy visiting the museum and seeing what is being carried out.
Unfortunately, | can't be there for the inauguration.

Can visitors expect any of your mountain memorabilia on

display?

It's very difficult. My memorabilia is mostly in museums in various
parts of the world and | really have very little left myself to give. But

| will see, anyway.

But you have given a lot to Nepal, to the Khumbu region, to

your Sherpa friends

We've put a lot of energy into school, medical clinics, in assisting
with the monasteries and various other things. And this has given

us great satisfaction.

In February the Maoists attacked the Lukla airport which
you originally built. How did you react to the news?

The Maoist problem is a big one, we know, in Nepal. | personally
think it is very unfortunate and hope the whole matter clears up

as soon as possible.

Many foreign missions have advised their nationals that

3 programs, and many other things. And | hope to keep doing that as Nepal is not a safe destination. What do you tell fellow New
. long as I'm able. I'm now 82-years-old so I'm not quite as energetic as Zealanders?

g = I'used to be but | still travel around the world. I'dtell New Zealanders back home to be sensible, but no tourists so
2 far have been affected by the problems here. And | would certainly

encourage them to come here to see the beauty, to know the
people, and, just treat everything with good common sense.

Your son Peter is climbing Everest again this spring in

“Accessoplenty of waterreduces
diarthoea by 20 percent, mainaining
the quality ofwater for drinking
purposes reduces it by another 15

percent:

drinkingwater,only 30 percent have
proper toilts, Over halfthe house-
holds withour saf oiltstold
UNICEF thathey couldtafford

Mandala House
APARTMENT HOTEL

and at righ e can reduceit|

Ly Apartments
at o s

them burhegency

Admissions Open
far Bndge Course leading co A Level

Prima Miister's M, Balumatar,
.0.80x 122, Km,
Tt Atk 13473, P 71421181
sl mandalaionlioh comnp
[ ————

Health experts say more people in the world die of non-communicable diseases today than ever before
and by 2020, 73 percent of the world's deaths will be from such illnesses. Nepal is no exception. Studies
at the Bir Hospital indicate that the leading cause of death is coronary heart disease, followed by lung
disease. Brought on by lack of exercise, poor nutrition, smoking and mental pressure, such illnesses are
the result of a rapidly changing lifestyle. The death rate in South Asia as a whole from coronary heart
disease is four times higher than that in western countries. Living a more restrained life, getting a healthy
diet, cutting down on alcohol, quitting smoking and getting more exercise are the best prevention as well
ascure. The guvemmem appears to have taken note—in its Tenth Five-Year Plan it highlights non-
ahealth priority.

AR VAN TAOY

Call: 560675 or 560775
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inte the cool biun
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commemoration of your historic climb fifty years ago. What

WI|| be the 50" anniversary of the first

ascent of Mt Everest by him and the late
Tenzing Norgay. Nepali Times caught up
with Sir Ed for a short chat.

mountaineers. And, | think, probably they are a benefit, financially, to
Nepalitself.

An international mountain museum is being constructed in
Pokhara. The inauguration is planned for 2003. What do you
think of the idea?

Wellit's a big job, a lot of effort has gone into it. 'm sure many tourists.

did you tell him?

He told me he was climbing this year. | was happy and wished him
the best. I'm glad for me that it is over for me, and that | don't have
climbit all over again.

(Daniel Lak is travelling and his column will be back next week.)
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looked like a wathead with
enough firepower to pulverise the
political establishmencas we've
known i for the last 12 years.
Although the official line remains
that Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deubaassured lawmakers that he
had “alerted” army chief General
Prajwalla SJB Rana abou their
grave objections to his hard-

I ttook one word to defuse what

ation speech at

hitting conv

credence to the supposition
of quiet diplomacy.

You could argue that the MPs
never had a problem with the
contents of Gen Rana’s speech.
‘The sordid state of the nation has
been the staple of social conversa-
tion ever since interim prime
minister Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai lost
the 1991 clection by
afew hundred votes,
adding the term
“antarghat” (sabo-
tage) to the political
lexicon. Donors and
diplomats have become
more scathing in
= their criticism of
governance. A few
months go,the op civil
servant advised fc

Shivapuri, much more must have
gone into soothing the nerves of
our visibly distraught MPs.
“The lurry of unofficia inter-
party consultations and the
reality that chicf sahab didn’t step
backa centimetre from the core
of his causti duringa

Nepalis to start talking abm\[
good governance only after the
country gets a government, Since
the imposition of the state of
emergency, it has become
fashionable for politicians of al
persuasions to express distress
overth ion of

subsequent estimonyata House
of Representatives panel give

national ethos and a readiness to
accept responsibility in direct

proportion to their tenure in
power. Morcover, a contrite
countenance works well among
constituents during clections, a
possibility a ot of MPs must be
preparing for during these
precarious times.

Politicians alarmed by the
army chiefs motives zeroed in on
one sentence of his speech. From
the Jangi Adda’s perspective, the
assertion that only the prime
minister and a few younger
members of his cabinet were being
cooperative was a statement of
fact. But i gave the MPs the
impression that the general was
playing favourites. Politicians
know it takesa lot of thinking
and writing to put togethera 12-
page critique of current evens.
But they seemed to have over-
looked the fact that it also takes a
lot of humiliation to produce
persuasive prose from an insticu-
tion that is more comfortable
with the sword than the pen.
Since Gen Rana assured MPs of
the non-political motive of his
intentions, they had good reason
to be satisfied, a least on the
surface.

But the key question the
general aised remains unan-
swered. It would be wrong to
blame today’s decay on the last
12 years of democracy. I'm saying
this not because [ believe the rot
traces it roots to the birth of the
nation but because it would be
unfair to Nepali Congress
president Girija Prasad Koirala.
Granted, Koirala happened to live
in Baluwatar for the longest time
after the restoration of democ-
racy. But it would be a moral
transgression on our part to
accuse him of inepritude and
immorality while allowing Surya
Bahadur Thapa and Lokendra
Bahadur Chand to shife their
panchayat-cta baggage to the
palace and actribute their
multiparey antics to the compul-
sions ofa hung parliament. Ifyou
really want to single out Koirala
for castigation, you have to begin
by considering the extent of the
culpability of his party and those
who voted for .

“The Nepali Congress supremo
scems to have brushed aside this
catch-him-if-you-can scorn in the
broader nterest of his democratic
alliance. Th fhe

~

Winrock International

Futsing iceas 12 Work

travel and fi

Announcement for
Id research grants:
Summer Session 2002

~

A) Elig

eligible to apply.

€} Requirements:

iv

CONDITIONS FOR THE GRANTS:

Appncams are required to submit the following papers:
Filled-out grant application form (available from Winrock Intemational, Nepal).
||| Full text of research proposals including the executive summary
iif) Full text, including abstract of the canference paper, 1o be presented in international workshogp aleng with a copy
of the acceptance letier from the host institution,
A certified copy of round frip ticket and visa (where applicable) for destination of the conference.
An afficial letter of recommendation from the applicant’s advisor/supervisor.
vn A cover letter justifying the application for the grant,
wil) Applicant's resume.
(Note: Clause ii is not applicable for iravel-grant requesl, while clause iii and iv are not required for
research-grant applicants)
D) Research proposal format: The research proposal including its tite cover page shauld not be more than 15 single-
lined pages {12 paint, Times New Roman fant). The content of the proposal should have clear-cut research problam,
study goals with spacific objectives or research questions, literature review and scientific research methods. The
research methods should include description of study site, sample size, tools to be used for data collection, methods
of analysis and finally concluding remarks with expected outcomes, The praposal should alsa include a time-frame
and the estimaled cost {in local currency) for the research. The budget may include researchers’ out af pocket moderate
subsistence expenses incurred in the fiekd during the conduct of the research but they should be presented convincingly.
E) Announcement of award winner: The applicant shall be informed (by telephone, emal or posi) aboul the status of
histher application within 4 weeks of the last dale of submission of applications. However, in ihe case of Travel grants,
svaluation of the appiications will be made avery month

The applications for Summer Session research grants should
reach Winrock by May 30, 2002. The applications for travel grants
for the same period should reach Winrock by August 31, 2002
Electronic application including the proposal’paper s also
\_ acceptable. Applications should be mailed to:

Winrock International, Nepal, is pleased ta assist pramising young scholars by providing them with partial research and
travel grants (a) to carry out fiekd research related to Masters/PhD degree and (b) to present papers at international
conferences. Winrock aims to provide an opportunity to young scholars in order to build capacity in their respective
professional domains and alse to encourage them to make academic contributions in their respective fields. The grant
program will specifically cover aspects of equity and environmental justice in the management of natural resources.
Theretore, it is expected that the proposal/paper, for both types of grants, would clearly state how the outcome of the
prapased research contributes 1o the snhancement of socio-economic equity and how it benefits the disadvantaged and
marginalized groups of peopla in the society. Acknowledging the particular imponance of women professionals, in promating
sustainability in the natural resource management sector, 50 % of
will be allocated to women candidates.

ility: Applicants, who have complated their Bachelor's degres in natural resource management fields viz. land,
waler, anargy, environment, forest elc., and are actively engagad in research or in a graduate academic program, are

B) Types and amount of grants: In order to support a8 many as scholars with a limited amount of fund, the program is
strictly confined to the partial support only. The maximum support for a Ph.D, and a Master research will be
NRS. 75,000 and NRs. 50,000, respectively. In the case of Travel Grant, the amount will be up to NRs. 50,000. However,
in all cases, priority will be given to the cost effective applications.

Application for

the total number of grants i.e. both travel and research,

of no more than 2 pages.

Winrock International
P. O, Box 1312, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 467087, Fax: 476109
Email: madhikary @winrock org.np J

older members of the cabinet
helped calm the waters, too. It
took no time for the country to
evert to politics as usual.
Lawmakers voted in favour of the
Terrorist and Disruptive Activi-
ties (Control and Punishment)
Billin exchange for the govern-
ment's decision to loosen the
restrictions on civil and policical
tights. Admittedly, the extent of
the relaxation was not quite what
opposition MPs expected, but it
was something worth claiming
creditfor. (Look at what hap-

Resort Hotel

at
Budhanil-kantha

For
Aesthetic Living, Dining,
Conference & Workshop
Tel: 375280, Fax: 371656

email: pvh@nepalhotel.com
www.nepalhotel.com

by PUSKAR BHUSA|

| and the labyrinth

What was surprising was not what the C-in-C said, but how quickly
the outrage fizzled out. Is “quiet diplomacy” at work here?

o
b4

pened to the constitution-
amendment pledge the prime
minister made to get the emer-
gency proclamation ratified.)

The events of the past
fortnight served to reinforce how
compromises have become the
pivot of Nepali politics. From the
wipartite Delhi compromise of
1951 to the three-way
Narayanhiti covenant four
decades later, Nepali politicians
have had to negoriate sharp
curves and step slopes. One set
of compromises has sown the
sceds of another. Politicians
generally have an atrocious record
when it comes to keeping
promises, bu this has not dented
the popularity of secret pacts asa
ool of transformation. They will
maineain their supremacy as long
as ach party continues to enjoy the
freedom to interpretwords,clauses
and paragraphs in ts own way.

Regardlss of the nature of
the backroom negotiations that
wentinto defusing the latest
cisis, you have to admit that the
expetience has been good for the
political process. Remember the
confidence opposition leaders
exuded after boycotting Prime
Minister Deuba’sall-party
meeting on confronting the
Maoist-sponsored five-day bandh
that continued to horrify Nepalis
evenafier the rebels announced
an ambiguous ast-minute
withdrawal on April Fool's Day?
Juxtapose that with the trepida-
tion of the leaders who scurried
o sessions convened by Nepali
Congress president Girija Prasad
Koitala and CPN-UML leader
Madhav Kumar Nepal on saving
democracy after the general
had spoken.

By pledging to strengthen ics
among their ister organisations,
mainstream political parties have
sought to injecta sense of
brotherhood into  society
running out of family values. Even
if those leaders dashed to the
“Teku and Balkhu conclaves to
save their necks together, they
still managed to dispel the notion
that the broader democratic
alliance was a non-starter,

didn’t they?

Travelling Film S

Kathmandu.

The films

(227711)

email <fsa@himalassociation.org>

You may have missed Film South Asia ‘01. This
0 sce the best non-fiction films shown at FSA. Having made
their way all over the world to Lahore, Karachi, Delhi,
Caleutta, Bombay, San Francisco and Princeton, these 16
outstanding documentaries are once again being shown in

nclude My Migrant Soul (Winner of the Ram
Bahadur Trophy for Best Film); A Rough Cut on the Life
and Times of Lachuman Magar (Winner of the Second
Prize at FSA *01), Jari Mari: Of Cloth and Other Stories
(Third place winner at FSA'01) and The Kiling
(A film about the Maoist insurgency in Nepal).
Venue: Baggikhana, Patan Dhoka

Date: Friday, 19 April to Sunday, 21 April 2002
Tickets, film list and schedule at: Patan Dhoka
Kitab Pasal (548142), Mandala Book Point

As

n Kathm.

sur chance

Ticket price: Rs. 25 per screening
For more information contact 542544 or

BIZ

Ansal and Everest

Ansal Buildwell Ltd. and the
Chaudhary Group have begun
their second housing venture
which comes bundled with a
unique credit scheme offered by
the Everest Bank Ltd. Ansal, the
builders of Kathmandu Resi-
dency, will build another complex
the Mount View Residency. The
bank has begun providing 10-
year housing loans of up to Rs1
million, repayable in monthly
installments. The bank is also
considering financing the Mount
View Residency, an Ansal
statement says. The monthly
installments on the housing loans
round up at about Rs1,500 per
Rs100,000 obtained. Everest
Bank so far has sanctioned
about Rs 45 million housing loans
related to the scheme.

Domestic airfares are up again,
this time by 7-12 percent, a
unilateral response of operators
to the government’s decision to
raise registration and other fees.
Says an airline source, “We had
no choice—we either raised
fares again or shut down, with
the other fees we have to pay.”
The airlines had made a formal
request to the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal (CAAN),
seeking permission to raise
fares. Airlines say they will
lower fares only if government
does the same with its new
charges and fees.

Copper blues

Nepal's copper-wire producers
have begun to close shop,
because the export quotas
agreed upon by Nepal and India
last month have already been
filled. Under the trade treaty
renewed last Month, India allows
duty free access only to the first
7,500 metric tons of copper
goods. Over 9,000 tons of the
metal and its products had
already been exported by mid-
March. Industry says that last
year Nepal exported over 20,000
tons of copper products to India.

EPABX

There's now a new way to
enhance the efficiency of office
communication: Aristel's EPABX
System. APEX Marketing which
retails the product says it can
provide units that can deal with
as few as six, or as many as
356 lines. Four models are
available, and each comes with
a one-year replacement war-
ranty and service support.

Fiat's Palio

Justihree months afer its
launchin India, the Fiat Palio will
be whizzing down Nepali roads
next week. Palio is one of the
new small cars that has swept
the Indian market, selling over
3,500 units a month. Palio’s
Italian origins are evidentin the
designer touch imparted to the
car by Giorgetto Giugiaro.

The Palio comes with two
engine choices—the 72 bhp 1.2
litre two petrol and the 98.6 bhp
1.6 litre unit and options that you
can choose from. Prices start at
Rs 1,148,000

“We believe in radical

What is your vision for Sikkim?
I want to make Sikkim paradise on earth. We can become
prosperous through its natural resources. Peaple can be
millionaires, provided we keep our natural heritage intact. |
want to make all Sikkimese self-reliant. Tourism can help—
we have 300,000 domestic arrivals annually, and 30~
50,000 internationals, and these figures have in recent
years been increasing by about 20 percent every year.
We can prosper by promoting hydropower. Sikkim has
the potential to generate 8,000 MW a year, we are working
on only 600 MW, by 2006.

How do you plan to translate hydropower into
prosperity for the people?

By integrating it with agriculture, floriculture, horticulture,
tourism. But development must be tailored to protect the
environment. We need education to empower people to
take development into their own hands and benefit from it.

How are Sikkimese entrepreneurs doing, compared
with those from outside? What is investment like?
Investment is going up, but not as fast as in the past. Our
children are studying, they are specialising. They used to
want government jobs, but they are now slowly starting
small industries, manufacturing units. From outside we
have investment in a proposed five-star resort and other
big industries—five or six every year. The technical know-
how comes from outside, but 90 percent of employees are
Sikkimese. We make it a condition when signing any MoU
that jobs must go to Sikkimese.

What about Sikkimis trade links, such as opening
up Nathu La?

We don't see any scope for increased international trade.
If we could manage to increase our share of domestic
trade, that would be good. Nathu La—I've been trying for
the past seven-and-a-half years to have it opened to
trade, but being an international issue, it falls under the
purview of the Ministry of External Affairs. It is possible,
practically speaking, and also probable.

How are your negotiations proceeding with the
central government on restoring the earlier repre-
sentation of ethnic Nepalis in the Upper House, and
keeping Sikkim an income tax-free state?

This is a constitutional matter, and we speak in favour of
upholding the constitution. After Sikkim became an
inalienable part of India, a section of the constitution made
special provisions for Sikkim, stating that our old laws are
to be upheld. That section also applies to the old income
tax legislation, sometimes called the Sikkim Income Tax
Manual 1948. Although this still holds, the centre extended
the Central Direct Income Tax Law to Sikkim. We believe
implementing this violates the Indian constitution.

When did this happen?

Ithasn't been implemented from 1988 until now, it's still
pending. Ifimplemented, then more than a matter of gain or
loss for Sikkim, it is a violation of the constitution. If one by
one old laws that are meant to be protected are eroded,
the people of Sikkim will feel insecure, maybe even afraid.
This is why the central government shouldn't contravene:
its own provisions.

When Sikkim entered the Indian Union, its Nepali, Bhutia.
and Lepcha communities all enjoyed more or less equal
representation in the Upper House. That was a kind of
security. After it was granted statehood Nepalis lost their
seats, 75 percent of Sikkimese are Nepali. The constitution
provides for proportionate representation. The Sikkimese

MIN BAJRACHARYA
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people decided, of their own will, to integrate with India
because they hoped for greater security and development.

We are requesting the central government that the
seats reserved for Nepalis earlier be restored to them, and
that Indian Nepalis be given their rightful place among
India’s minority communities.

Weive heard you say that given Sikkimis strategic
location, the Indian government needs to keep its
people happy, and provide special economic
packages.

That isn't why we are making our demands. We entered
the Union 28 years after Indian independence. We lost out
on five five-year plans. India s like our older sibling, it must
help its younger brother. We've reached the point where
we can live here with all our rights and entitiements.

What about social sector investment? Subsidised
rice for people below the poverty line, subsidised
uniforms and books for school-childrenO do you
pay for all this, or does the central government?
This comes from the common overall budget. Itis also
being paid for through the online lottery. In the Ninth Plan
that recently ended 40 percent of our expenditure was in
the social sector. The Tenth Plan has just begun, and our
aim s to increase it to 51 percent,

We provide free medicines and medical care, but
focus more on preventive measures. We are the first state
in India to provide free Hepatitis B vaccines to all children.
Primary school students get free uniforms, books and
meals. Education is free up to the college level, and there
is a 50 percent subsidy on books. There are merit-based
scholarships for people who want to pursue a Bachelor's
degree outside Sikkim, and stipends for Master's degree
and PhD candidates.

We believe in a kind of radical humanism—the poor
must be lifted up so they can become rich. The rich should
also be allowed to live with dignity and in peace. But we
cannot leave the poor out when talking about the country.
At present 36 percent are below the poverty line, we
want to reduce this to 15 percent in the Tenth Plan.
Literacy in the Ninth Plan was 70 percent, we want to
increase it to 85 percent.

Critics say the government does too much for the
people, spoon-feeds them, and theyive become lazy.
From their point of view, that is right. However, we have
our own outlook, our own ideas. We give the poor cash—

humanism.”

CHINA
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INDIA

IRs 20,000—as well as provisions. We have 32 model
villages where homeless people have been given tradi-
tional housing, combining poverty alleviation with tourism.
We tell the poor, you will receive such help for at least 50
years, but you must put your mental and physical energies
into useful work. What is wrong with serving the poor?
Money shouldn't remain with the rich only.

How bad is corruption?

I can't say members of my government are all saints or
Buddhas. But corruption is decreasing. | told the opposition
parties, keep an eye on corruption and tell me what you
see. If | don't take any action, you can take me to court.

In speeches and interviews you always put down
your predecessor government.

Nar Bahadur Bhandari is like my older brother, | don't say
anything about him, there's no witchhunt against him. | only
point out a tendency. Sikkim has always had long periods
of the same government—the king ruled for 332 years,
Kazi Lendup Dorje for six, Bhandari for 14, and we've
been in power for seven-and-a-half years. | am speaking
against the patronage tendencies that still remain. When
we came to power, corruption was rampant and the
economy was dead. That is what we were fighting. Now
both GDP as well as per capita income have increased.
We are aiming for a zero deficit budget by 2007.

Have you been able to counter these tendencies?

| am satisfied. | wouldn't say corruption has disappeared,
but the most important thing is that at least we live ina
democratic environment now. We've moved towards real
democracy, now we need to institutionalise it.

Is there any truth in all the talk of Nepali Maoists
taking refuge in Sikkim?

People say so, but so far we haven't come across any
evidence of that. | keep an eye on such matters, being
chief minister.

How would you describe yourself?

Iam an optimist. | take everything—happiness, hard-
ship, victory, defeat, life's ups and downs—positively. |
want to keep following my calling to serve the people,
the poor. I'm a small man, | never went to college, and |
was an average student. My interests are preserving
Sikkim's biodiversity, our endangered flower species,
nature, forests.

South Asian politicians donit retire until the people
make it brutally clear that itis time to move on. How
long do you plan to stay in politics?

I'm not thinking like that. | didn't enter politics to become:
chief minister. The people brought me here. How long |
remain here also depends on them, they are my masters.
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“I didn’t know

At 18, Damodar Narayan Suwal
officer with

Himal in 1955. Little did he know

that the expedition was on a
spying mission on behalf of Indian
intelligence to find out what the
Chinese were up to on the
plateau. Nepali Times tracked
down Damodar in Kathmandu and
heard his side of the story

in Sydney Wignall’s new book,
Spy on the Roof of the World.

SRIBHAKTA KHANAL

Damodar this week i his homein
Kalimatileafing through the ook
with lemmu pictureof him
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msmuriauf h

ths of dare

denergeticNepal.
“They travelled o Pithoragarh

(had been six di
Jent. Prim 1,and bi I
Mms[ujrl\\nhallﬂ Nehrusawa lmkud upinadingy] |a|l inTibet,are  and crossed over into Nepal at

rooms. After a week, the

sarsarrived for the i
“Thesessions lasted up to two hours
cach and the three were interro-

ate. Tt
wnuuslvmda]wnmpommd(hur
asauleriflesatthem, varning them i

hat had happened
since it may jeopardise Nepal-China
relations. Then they putmeona
plane to Kathmandu the next day,”

hegemonicwestas moreofathreat to asever. Damodarvas 18years  Jhulaghatin Baitadi,and through — ged separacly. theylookedaround. it
nevnaionsemergingfromcoknid — odin1953, hebad Bajhangto the base of the Saipal “Theyaskedmewharlvasdoing —“Suddenly,nedaythey el Damodarnardinbedany
ism.F Nepal after finishi hoolin range—a 19111)/(!61( through rhtlc, howwmel\vuwlrh(hne us. G: food for that, and he worked for
of ‘non-aligned” ationsandwasto Banaras, Hewas weakin maths, and Thesnow — f asthacl  fivedays—dried nd 25 s for USAID i Kathmandusa
ropein otherlike-minded Third waswaiting foradmissionac Tri was thick, and th wasaNepaliliaison officerassigned o tsampa. They told backint Onlyaferthe
world leaderslike Ghana’s Nkrumah Gmmthoﬂcchlmhch:md(hu couldn'rmovcfomaﬂulbuk_ hisexpecition which was cimbi Nepalthewaywehadcome.”sys ool |
and Indonesia’s Sukarno. me.m the Forcign i for  Foodwa ut. mountinin Nepal, Damodartold  Damodar. Theretumvasaperous find ourtharhevasamemberofaspy
fele Chinaand India sh S)«lﬂcqugw]JandJuhnHmup us. He told the Chinese that since mmmgofrthOOOmUml:kh expedition. “The climbers never talked.
togetherand hisloganwas Hnmh ineeri fiions. theycouldtlimb Ap Sl pasinvinter,Bythecimetheymide  omeabouti, recals Damodar
Chini-Bhai Bha”. ppliedand got n, there wasn’t and ) on  Nampa,th ddecidedto (helrwny the Seti gorge e e T
much competition in thosedays,”  Nalkankar, “Th bord Jimb Nalkankar, and accic Bajhang, theyhad unoutofmoney  Tcan sayishatam sighdlyembar-
Damodar recalls. pillars along this area, and we had sent n
Hewasfirstassigned toan porters down toa village for food.
unsuccessful Kenyanexpeditionon It turned out we were already inside
Himalchuli. Then he was sent to Tibetand the porters came back
Tanakpur to meetanother Bricish with Chinese Peoples’ Liberation

expedition which had got permis-
sion to climb the virgin peak of

Army guards who arrested us,”
odar temembers.
sal

suayed into China, The interrogators
were convinced the Bricsh werespies,
butaccording to Damodar did not
treat them too badly. Thisis
contrary to Wignall'saccountin
the book where he says mostof the
Chinese grards exceprone)vere

and food. Wignallsold his pistol 0
the Raja of Bajhang Om Jung for 150
Indian rupces. Thisis the same Om
Jungwhowas killed i an anti-
government revolein the carly sixics.

“Lwentstraight to ourembassy
in Delhiand metheambassador,

rassed about the whole thing,” ¢

Nalkankar on the Nepal-Tibet cruel to e prisoners. Jharendra Narayan Singh. Embassy
Nehnisdosstadviscron China tmla Hemertheapediion ade Damodussystheyusdogea mnrbougmmmmmdm}m
isforeign minisee, Krishna ignall it convensd b} potofwaterin wotel
Menon. Butthe Indian mili _ _
gty e o

icthoughtwasa loset-communist,
andwho refused togiveagreen light
for inteligence-gatheringon Chinese
plansin Tibet or fear thati would
offend Mao Zedlong,

Aninteligence operativeat the
Tndian High Commission n London
whowentby thename “Singh”
scemed toknow about Wignall's
permission from the Nepal govern-
menttocimb Nalkankar 7,100m)
andapproached him toseeifhe could |
slipinto Tibetand climb Gurla L
Mandhata (728m). From that
vantage point, it would have been casy
o pickup nformation onany
Chinesemiliaryactiiy.

From theaccountin his book,
Spyon the Roofofthe World,
Wignallappears o have willingly
agreed o beaspy. Buthedidn'tell
the restofhis team. Asit umed our,
the Chinese were right when they
arrested the three expedicion members
ontheslopesof Nalkankar forbeing,
onaspyingmision. Wignallmanaged
togatherinformation even during s
detention aboutastrategic highway
the Chincsenvere building towards
western Tibet, and an estimate ofthe
garison strength ar Taklakot. Buthis
information didn'tdo the Indians
much good, sinceNehruand Menon
ignored itand were cught unawares
when the Sino-Indian wareruptedin
1962 during which large numbers of
Indian soldiers, including Nepali
Gorkhas, were killed in theicy
mountins of Arunachal Pradesh

and Askai Chin. GElatia
Il happened nearly 50 years: o= o ) i)
ag0,butfor Damodar Suwalthe R R s

now in Nepal.
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Excerpts from Spy on the Roof of the World. The author Sydney WI%I('Ia" describes his
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Wignall, Harrop and Damodar trek back into Nepal after being freed by the Chinese.

captivity in a Chinese prison cell in Taklakot after being After traversing the Urai Lekh in winter, they descend to the
arrested for spying in September 1955.  wild gorge of the Seti River.
r)ymehghwfaﬂ\ckamgmdlestublwro(eupmydlaryoftheday sevents, towit —JJ narrower, River bed. There
my my

_Jcompa-uonsm incarceration, John Harropand Damodar Naayen Suwal, w“ed him* Smoothy' fromit, poised over but Oneof themain
because of hisoily, unctuousmanner. | sat upinmy quadruple-| Itwas i rock andiceclimbingi: intal posture, ithani
identical to those used on the ascent of M(Evaaslwoyeersea'ller Tha!hagﬁou\dhavekq:t me infootholdk inavertical position by
warm, but unheated mud: below and theface. But f

rarely rose above freezing point, and most nights| shivered and slept badly. Occasonally | had towst agans Thelnck isnot toleanintowardstheface, for if youdo your feet aeu’onetoshootout into space.
thelavatory in our prison yard, which consisted of acouple of deep holesdug d. | theicicles, armda'amln'eThm
would climb out of my bag, put on my boots, walk bent door li mdnmawd\wachaﬂ “

my cell wassolow | could not ), knock hard, ,af‘ cladinkhaki outof sight. Tl “Backmthetreckegan"

and ontop meto Damodar and | let out acheer, for thedelay
theprison'spi hole. Atall 765mmPPShm1\tmle thmhafmhwrofourpreqousdayllgm IheadHarop.omofsgmrmv chippingaway with hisaxe, and
pointedat me... wall, until
Harrop Damodar and | regarded toilet paper asthe one facet of civilised society we greatly missed. | lheyvm\s‘\sdfromvws/v,

decided to tell Smoothy at my next Thought Reform Session that | had used all thetoilet paper for the t P corner If any oneof usslipped, therewas nothing the
abstersion of my fundament. In the meantime, after completing my notes on the day’ other hisfall. onthetrack for ahundred yardsor so, just flat rocks placed
session, | duly rolled up athin sheet of paper and pushed it down theinflation tube of the pillow of my ontopof face. Ahead lay another section of vanished
inflatable mattress. The diary waswritten nmlusl in tolla paper, but alsoon track. Midway snow-
asoour Chir cast-aw: ily totakeit with me, out of Tibet, filledguily. Therewasdanger here.

dtermyrei@sefrom\mpnsonmﬁ Gingerly upright horizontal against the:

forehead. I torch, and snow face, Harrop quickly across, Damodar, I'tooka

m(mb@nomowhemlwulda)yabalmuackwool lower linethan Harrop and Damodar, not

Megmwsap’e;mmhammlbmmtal -lessrodent, a\di\ehadaﬂaedn‘vybagwhllelwesaeq)
fo 00l, rotating
her offspring...

itinher mouth, for thenest
| couldn't get back tosleep. T

owinter. All the passes
thespring. | shivered. “Chns if they ever letusgo, how

epal and India,
thehell will weget back over thetopinwinter?

that snow slab. | madeit with asigh of relief, but no sooner had | r@d‘edarcd(ia‘oem(mfawal mhe
gully, than |
snow avalancheclown that gully, until it vanished over an overhang. IY any oneof ushad been in (he
middleof that snow slide, Seti, below.
| followed Damodar, gully I could seek P of those
interminable bloody corners.
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COMMENT

ISLAMABAD - At the heightof the
Vieuam Warin Januaty 1968, the
Viet Conglunched their New Year
“Tec offensive. This urned out o be
an American millary victoryaficr
greatdiffculy, incuding havingto
ectthe guerrillasfrom their bricf
occupation of he American Embssy
in Saigon. But policically, the
Americanshad lostthebatde forthe
heartsand mindsofthe Viemamese
people,on whosehbehalfthey chimed
tocombat the communists, and of the
American people
Tewasthen thata beleaguered
President Lyndon Johnson, who
decided not toseck re-clction,
soughtadviceonaway outof the
Victham quagmire. Asawy general
putitapdy: “Why don’twejust
prockim to the world thacwe've won
thewarand gecthe helloutof

by MUSHAHID HUSSAIN

From Saigon to Bagram '

America may have won the war in Afghanistan, but it is in danger of losing the peace.

Pakistan (from Afghanistan)”. He
expressed the hope “the govemment
of Pakistanis going ojoin usinabig
waytorid the border oftheal-Qaeda
whowould use Pakisunasa
sancuuary.”Ina27 Marchinterview
with The Washington Times
Pakistani Forcign Minister Abdul
Satarstated “thereis no problem,
US forces can crossthe borderinto
Pakisan fnecessary”. Donald
Rumsfeld s the US milcary focus
in Afghanisunis ‘to rack downand
ayofind senioral-Qacdaand
Taleban figures”. Onavisicto
Ameicanforessationedin

beyond Afghanistan no Pakisan.
First, by mid-Aprl, 1,700 woops “credibleinell
ofarishrack hing unicncwly

! inghim obecfup
securtyfor the former kinggiven

Afghanistan, Afgh d [ ! dsfiera holdtheloya Jxrgn, the Grand
Hamxd](amx,wlld:dwﬂnngm: gunfghnnwhnchmooﬁhc Coundi, the radicional modeof
he Talcban K

? ofapossble
threato his e, The newdlate of

d. Soonaficrhe  decidon-makingin Afghanistan,in

regime, madeicclarthar-UStroops  mid-March bombingofachurch  Kabulbeeween fune 10-16.Thi

ENT

by PASUK PHONGPAICHIT

Thaksin takes Thailand back

Thailand’s ruling party is built around one man, his bank account, family and friends.

compromise o survive, those
dominoes willlln the dark, The
ecentcampaign todampen the
enthusiasm of Thailand s usually
buoyantjournalists might be o keep
things quict. Even beforcthe clection,

Two Koreas, two stories

BEVING - As the two Koreas start a new round of La\ks and Asia
anticipates a the divided la, the grim
tale of North Korean refugees in China casts a pall of doubt over
whether Pyongyang is really moving toward change and genuine
dialogue. Itis a customary move for Pyongyang to be open to dialogue
and political concessions whenever the country's economic situation
becomes desperate. North Korea now has a starving population and
an urgent need for foreign currency, and has become even more
isolated politically since US President George W Bush labelled it part of
the “axis of evil" and the Pentagon designated it a possible American
nuclear target. In March, Washington decided not to certify North
Korea as compliant with a 1994 accord that allowed the country two

buying Thailand’s only independent
TV aionand scking 23jourli

proof reactors in return for interational inspections.
North Korea responded with a similarly harsh rhetoric, threatening to
scrap the 1994 agreement with Washington to freeze its nuclear

forbeing
political commentary hassince But Pyongyang has also agreed to reopen talks with Seoul and
dissppeared from radioand TV. even hinted at plans for economic reforms, This isn't the first time—in
Thailand's the 1980s, late leader Kim Il Sung considered copying

by the manipulation of the rge
advertisingbudgetsof Thaksin-owned
companicsand government agencics
“The TRTsold guard welcomes his—
they are no friends o free expression
Butfoth panys o, the

Vietnam!” chsafter the ‘war will be /ahurSh.\hsmturmslGApnl will stay in Afghanistan till theal- close to the American Embassy in would pave the way for a new
onterrorism’was lunched in rady foacion withaview o “Third, while  Qudaaredrvenou?’amisionthat  Bamabad, which reuledinovo - ransidonal government forthe
Afghanistan on 7 October 2001 ppingup of the United di isyetrob li American deaths, dependantsand  next two years, because the
may be perhaps toosoon o draw andnnd‘hcl‘ddnn" (hcblggns( operaonsinto Paisan erriory, On 28 March, inajoint non-essential stffof the American  mandate ofthe Afghan Interim
I ricularly of roopsand istani security Embassy in lskmabad havebeen  Administration expircs on 22 June.

with Vietnam, Butcerinly, e sincethe GulFWar. Aspartofthe  Special Forces,the waronerroris’  forcesand the American Federsl  evacuated on orders of the US “Themain US argetslike Osama
proclamation ofvictoryin Afghani-  broaderwareffor, the A dedwi Bureau of Investgation inthe third  State Department. Pakistani binLadenand Mallh Onar have
stanby heworkds “solesuper- milry .,whigh jtc boundaries, argetsora biggest Pakistani ity of Faisalabad, ~ sec ibutedan al-
power' remai includes Paki imeframe. The fisindication of this  abour 40 alleged al-Qaeda and Qacdalink to the church bombing,  evidenceoftheirbeingkilled, butthe

The Washington Potrported — CenalAsiaand e Pesin Cul s wasa 2! M interviewby the Taleban remnants, including 20 which they said was directed at warin Afghanistan has cerainly been
on 30 March that the US “manhunc anallime high derin Afghanistan,  Arabs from several nationalities American targetssince US and aboon for American millcary
forerroristshas ared poorly” in since the 1991 Gulf War. Major Generl Frank Hagenbeck, et nabbed,with th Arabs other diplomas regularly wor- scintists. Reportssay they have used
Afghanisan. Only three topal-Qaeda nd, the much-touted followed by handed over o the Americansfor  shipped a the church,raher than rhcmrlsavlrmal]abommrvforncm

mcmbﬂsha\cbccnmpmrui whie
thel

offormer King Zahir Shahto

Pentagon lstarestilat large, and 21
10p Taleban leaders remain
d for. Three devel

lterby US senaorsvisitng
Afghanistan. The Senate Inelli-

interrogation and possible dispatch

an mack on Ch

hnol-

hearrival of Thaksin headed h ithin TRT—hand- | mediai risi. Somm

TSh\nz\\nrmwdhnﬂwR:llt climed offred i eormsand | picked oimpl bloodicd in poliicsduring th
Thai (TRT) pany no po didn'tundersiand TRT flash poins f 197 revoltsand later backed

lascyear supposedly marked a newday | rejected them. Iessimple: the chshesbeoween thenawand old amovement that over two decades,

in Tha politcs. Now, with rack- Democratsasked the peopleosic poliics Kasem Watanachai quicas Thai

d d d \ d education nfronting

journalis inister Thaksin's lookafiertheirinterests, | resistance from the bureaucracy. democracy. They revelled n the newe

b ingi d the Democrats or Minister Purachai pace to debateand challenge the social
Th thm()nufJudmnmmnmlL here. Thaksin boonis hounded becausehis | order. The TRT scemed another stcp
“Thaksin’ ictorywas Jism | clean-up campi he pol onthe path of progess.

something new. Forthefirsctime,a | wasripeforoverthronw. protection rackers, and the enterain- “The parcyisstating to look like

“Thaipolitcal leader asked forthe Duringthe lection, he plawd mentmafa. Praphat Panyacharta, iland’s recent “Messiah partics”

people’svotes because he promiscd to | Thailand'stadicional 3 ruralreform, had | built around a knight on a white

dosomthing Heunderscod the b:n:rmmd\eoldpolmmlhmds He | tofendoffanatemptrodiscredichim | horse who turns intoa troll ona

major changesof asaland-grab toad. Thaksin will likely survive

that Thaiswere o longerafnid to
demand change.

Onceinpower, Thaksin named
bright,committed reformers o key

parties nte
lnxown, and TRT candidatesth

‘money around effectively. This
combinaionofthc o (popub

limits of the electoral revolution. The
‘TR appealedfora popularvote, bue
lack \bership base. Like

policies) and th

several times, and the last date he was
schedul cd toremur, 25 Mamh was

ments may point o the growing
chances that the ‘war on terrorism’

allfom US I’ns\dercmch

Silvio h

gence Committee vice chairman,
Senator Richard Shelby, stated
afir ouring the Bagram air base
close to Kabul, T am sure some of
have gone across to

10 Camp X-RayatG lyafoor  og—incudinga* rhunobanc bomb
Bayin Cuba. Unconfirmed media ~~ for th of the war, efforts

reports have ulked aboutthede  areund hat the " ,
facto head of al-Qacda military political reconstruction of Afghani- hunku orbu\lding, forwhichitwas
operations, Osama bin Laden’s stan continues. Asignificantstep  deployed vith devastationin
number three, Abu Zubaydah, forward i thisis the decisionto~ Afghanistan. ¢ 5

New Year’s Eve at Godavari Village Res

The Beginning of all
Celebrations

Glabrato this New Year's Eve in siyle at
the Godavari Village Resort... a home
away from home,

This delightiul package Includes
Assummodatian for One Might with an
opuwent Gala Dinner & Dance and &
splendid breakfast in the maming, And
af course, there [s that customary
af beer ar sah drink.

complimarsary g
In keeping with the sprt of the season,
there wil ba no cankago on drinks.

e 13 April, 2002
Ve Gexlavar V e Reson
Rate: Single  : NRs 2800

Dubke: - NRs 3800

Special rates avallable for children,
A1 tnxes Are includod on the show package.
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THE BRITISH EMBASSY, KATHMANDU
Has a vacancy for an assistant in the Consular and Immigration Section.

YYou should:

have a bachelor’s degree (any discipline)

possess a good command of Nepali and English (oral and written)

be computer literate (MS Word, Excel, Access, e-mail, etc)

have at least 2 years work experience in a busy office environment,
preferably in customer services

possess a high awareness of customer expectation and service

be an energetic and enthusiastic self-starter with the presence and
inter-personal skills to make an immediate positive impact in a busy and
challenging working environment

After successful completion of a probationary period, you will be entitled to
participate in a Staff provident fund. In addition, you and your immediate
dependants will be entitled to the reimbursement of medical charges.

The starting salary, on an incremental scale, will be Nrs. 13,675

Applications, with CV, stating details of previous work experience,
qualifications and referees should be sent to:

The Head, Consular & Immigration Services

The British Embassy

ministrcsand negotiated a“peace
weary”with theumbrell protest
group the “Assembly ofthe Poor,”

broughtthe TRT mlandslldcvlcron
Butby absorbing some old fixers
intothepry, Thaksinabosborbeda

other Thai partesof thelasttwo
decades, itis built around one man,
his bank account, famdyand fnends

which then lifted i ‘yearsiege of lRl s “This lack
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day-to-day work ofgovermen.
Skiled a poliicl games,ch

this crisis because the new constitu-
tion strengthens the premier and
the Democrats remain in near
terminal disarray. But no matter
how much he cows and cajoles the
pres into speaking well of b, his
“revolution” will have died. The
threat facing him i that those who
once believed in his revolution will
rebel. % (Project Syndicate)

(Pasuk ichit s the

TRTsold poliical hands regrowing,
stonger. IfPurachai orany other key
Jis, other cformers

“The Democrat Party, which Some of the strongest resistance to

will follow like dominoes. Should they

author with Chris Baker of
‘Thailand: Economy and Politics
‘Thailand’s Boom and Bust, and
Thailand’s Crisis)

All that glitters

KALINGA SENEVIRATNE IN SINGAPORE
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China's model of
land reform by
allowing peasants to
lease farming plots
from the state and
sow them privately.
‘Taking inspiration
from China's gradual
opening up, Kim also
authorised a special
economic zone along
the border with
China at Ranjin-
Sonbong to attract
foreign investment. Both initiatives ended in failure.

North Korea's record of attempting economic reforms is a caution-
ary tale for politicians and businessmen who consider approving
business deals and aid packages in exchange for political conces-
sions. As the March tale of the 25 North Korean refugees who
defected here reveals, little has changed in how Pyongyang treats its
people. Numerous efforts to influence North Korea's leadership by
Seoul and China have earned little more than promises. The refugees,
who found shelter in the Spanish embassy in Beijing, told stories of
state terror and starvation, discrediting UN claims that North Korea's
famine has abated thanks to millions of tonnes of humanitarian aid. The
people, who came from different parts and walks of life, testified they
had rarely seen this aid, mostly being sold in the market. Among the
refugees were children and elderly—exactly those social groups who
were supposed to be receiving the international aid. “There is no food and
no hope in North Korea," said one of the asylum seekers, a factory clerk
from Chongsong who escaped the North with his three children.

What followed in the aftermath of the successful asylum bid was
even more revealing. Together with Chinese police, North Korean
security agents launched a harsh crackdown on escapees hiding
along the China-Korea border. Wire dispatches and eyewitness
accounts described scenes of massive manhunts when refugees
were arrested and taken away. Once sent back to their hard-line
state, the escapees are likely to face life-threatening persecution and
prison, and yet many have tried more than once to cross the border
into north-east China. Their testimonies, detailing the death and torture
people face in North Korea, contradict South Korean President Kim
Dae Jung's position that the North is changing and ready to negotiate
in eamest. (ips)

40,000':ft.BAR ...

.. Where the tales
are as tall as the mountains

Succulent steaks and burgers

ment that “the nex fewyears
nation'shisory.

Gritety

© Get down and boogie o the
foot-tapping rhythms of
RUSTY NAILS

® Fabulous Door Prizes

d casirt ester vl sociygroup. Hesrgued hatitwould  participa- b
il presencus chall the policcal ¢ cmotional
* Singapore I dih atachmentto theirnacion.

PO. Box 106
Lainchaur, Kathmandu

Applications must be received no later than 9:00 am on Thursday 18 April 2002
and should be sealed and clearly marked “Application for Immigration
Assistant”. Applications received after this date will not be considered. Only
short listed candidates will be contacted and called for an interview .
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with a vegetarian variety.
The friendliest bar around the most convivial
fireplace between Tibet and Timbuctoo,
Live band on Fridays!

RumpoonLE

THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
TEL: 414336
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Common cause

Gauri Pradhan in Kantipur, 7 April

The recent speech of the chief of army staff, in which he criticised
political parties for bad governance, which has resulted in the
country’s present situation, has created a stir. But some good

. has also come about as a result of his criticism. It might not
have been right for a man in his official position to make his

opinion public, but that doesn't invalidate what he said. Political

games and bad governance are responsible for the current
situation. Yet, we must not forget that apart from
political parties, every other branch of government
also bears responsibility for the nation's current

* state. Ignoring the problem is not a solution. At
least the army chief's comments have pushed the
parties, that were until now involved in dirty games,

to think about safeguarding the achievements of

1990. If the parties could come to a national con-

sensus to save the nation, and not get embroiled

in partisan politics, they could weather every
crisis. But what is more interesting is the
chief's criticism about the style of governance
of the prime minister and a few younger
ministers. Why was he pointing out a few

MIN BAIRACHARYA

corrupt ministers while he embraced others?

The army chief's speech resulted in a few positive developments. It pushed parliament to
pressure Deuba to give a clarification. Deuba’s cautioning of the chief not only raised his
stature, it also enhanced the dignity of parliament. We have to thank the political parties,
parliamentarians, and the prime minister for this stand. The appearance of the army chief
before a parliamentary committee seeking an update on the work of the armed forces, is
another sign that democracy is functioning. This in turn has added to the dignity of the army
chief's position. The recent visit by the king to Maoist-affected areas, his interest in the
situation of the people, and his discussions with political parties, government and civil
society are all laudable. Another praiseworthy event was the calling off of the five-day bandh
by the Maoist party. The bandh would have affected the future of 2,50,000 students. The Maoists
gave in to the requests of political parties, and to public pressure.

The political parties are finally exhibiting unity, and their commitment to democracy. Even if
it is for their self-protection, party leaders appear ready to take the blame. ‘I must be blamed
for the failure of government, not democracy,” says Girija Prasad Koirala. “After the establish-
ment of democracy all of us have done some wrong, big or small. It is important to face up to
them,” says Madhav Kumar Nepal, general secretary and leader of the main opposition CPN
(UML). The stand the leaders have taken following the army chief's politically-coloured
speech, is in the interests of the people and the country, so they deserve our gratitude. Only
the future will tell whether it is because they want to remain in power or to save the country. If
they are really keen on saving the country, they should make public a common view.

Return to politics
R i
8 April

in Kantipur,
Ay
“The Maoist movement must change:
from awrong, misguided mobinto
apositive political campaign. In
today’s contextitis necessary for
the Maoist leadership to give that

“revolutionary” ideal can we ustify
¢heirattacks on basic development
infrastructure?

Income for PM

Deshantar, 24 March
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sourcetells s, even before thatthe
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Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
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assurance.
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Nagarkot, chiso chiso hawama...

...ONE NIGHT TWO DAYS PACKAGE

Rs. 1500/ niet per person (fwin sharing)
50% off for children under 12

PACKAGE COMES ALONG WITH
Breakfast m Dinner m Glass of wine m Transportation
Organized activities for kids on weekends w Live band on Fridays
Pukage: applaes from April to September 2002
* ke spplics i Nepali: asd Expairincs onky

El.lll glygmq
www.nepalshorel com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Chib el e el 0050 NS P b 2706, Tel A LSE, 41045E, 419452
il chalnmos com

What happened at Bhandara?

Prachi, April 2002

Thebus (Jeetpur Tiger) had
departed from Kathmanduon 22
February atabout 4AM and was

headed to Birgunj. At Bhandara,

about8-10 people, including four
women, armed with khukris, sticks
and petrol bombs stopped the bus.
Theincident took place neara

milestone that read “Bhandara 2
k. They yelledatthe driver:

“Don'tyou know today isa bandh?
Getoff, and get the passengers off.”
“The driver said he was delayed

because of security checks along the L i ;
road and tried to assure them that since i was not tme for the bandh to begin, he would reach Birgunj before
daybreak. “We don’t have time o lsten to your rguments, back up rght now, Turn offyourlights and get the
passengers ou,” they said. The driver backed up, asked th disembark, and hurrid! ffhe
vehicle. A woman Maoist then lia fuse and lobbed a Molotov cocktail through the driver's window. The blast was
small,but the' dburningand ied for the door and windows. Two more petrol bombs were
thrown i through windows. Then the bus went up in flames and there wasa thick cloud of smoke. . there were

ing from insid them the criesofa child screaming; “Mama, mama.”

... Because they were not given enough time to get offthe bus, five peopleincludinga five-year-old child were
burntto death.

blished by the h ioh

(Prachi i INSEC, which also publishes the annual Human Rights Yearbook.)

Baburam’s version

Jana A 23 March

CEEICIE]

“The reason our middle lass s confused is because of the false reports and les about so-called “encounters” and
resulting murders... Ifour ity-centricjournalists continue to ake the Royal Nepal Army bulletinsas the ulimate
truth and continue to charge the revolutionatics with being “terrorists” who are “crucl” and “extreme”, wil they
not one day have to get up on the witness-stand of history? When in Chitwana few people, because of carclessness,
were lefi behind and burnt to death in a bus, they [asection of the press] raised a hue and cry. But why have those
who even printed a picture of the bus on their cover not dared visit Gumchal in Rolpa, where 65 innocent citizens
were killed, and repore the fcts?

(Translaced from a column by Baburam Bhattaraifrom Jana Awaj, which according to the masthead is edited and
published by Laxman Pan, G-324 Shankershah Nagar, Jabalpur-482008, Madhya Pradesh, India and printed ac

Abhinay Printers, WZ48 Shankerpurvllage, Delhi 34)

QUOTE OF THE WE!

“Any policy decision taken by minister in the course of petforming work related to his ministry...”

— Thesection of the CIAA Act draft being discussed by parliament that specifies what the Commission is
empowered to investigate, CIAA Bill 2058, Section 4, Kha.

Report: Donor committments to help
Ontable: Poverty Alleviation Fund Act

85 Drishe, 9 April

NEPALITER,

one major woman writer to boast of:

Parijat. But Parijat came to the progres-
sive field readymade, as it were: she became
a communist long after her education in
Darjeeling, and long after her rise, through
Nepal's literary ranks, as an existentialist and
absurdist novelist of the finest calibre. Those
who pride the Nepali left's emphasis on
women's equality should question why it
hasn't produced many other women writers
whose writings rival or outdo those of men
writers. Perhaps Nepal's so-called
progressives aren't as progressive as they
claim? (Say it isn't s0).

Sulochana Manandhar is one of those
rare women who comes from a solidly
progressive background, and also writes very
well, thanks entirely to her own efforts. She
was active in organising labour unions during
the Panchayat years, rallying against the
exploitation of labourers and the entire
Panchayat system. She writes stories,
poems and essays in both Nepali and
Newari, her mother tongue. Her most memo-
rable writings are perhaps her memoirs of
her years as a political activist, taking dis-
quises to elude the police, being turned away
by her own family, and being pregnant without

The progressive literature of Nepal has

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

Reaching for the Entire Sky:

Sulochana Manandhar

a husband to show for herself while her
husband, also politically active, had gone
underground. These essays speak unflinch-
ingly of a woman’s struggle to overthrow
political repression while also overcoming the
oppressions of culture, and they offer some of
the most interesting reading in contemporary
Nepali literature.

The poems below are more recent works in
a quieter, more contemplative voice. Many of
them are occasional poems, poems inspired
by fleeting occasions—a street demonstration,
the death of a child amid savage politicking.
Manandhar is the author of a weekly column in
Budhabaar called “Sampoonra Aakaash,” or
“The Entire Sky." Indeed, the poems below
reach for the breadth of the sky; though
Manandhar writes politically, she does not
ignore the subtle psychological and philosophi-
cal aspects of contemporary life. Though
Manandhar writes of the local, she does not
ignore the universal.

Influenced by haiku and other Asian forms,
these poems are brave in being brief: many of
them are excerpts from the author's daily diary.
As a whole, they speak of Nepal's turbulent
past years, in the process revealing an author
who is not satisfied to simply criticise, but a
woman who wants a life of the mind, the heart,
the body and the soul, a woman who will reach
for the sky.

DEMONSTRATION
Many moments of life have
joined in demonstrations
but deceiving
the entirety of life
demonstrations are still ending
merely as demonstrations
(Upon seeing a demonstration in 1997)

THEROAD
I built a road
in an empty place
It was a road:
| stepped on it
and walked onward
I don't know whether

I ever reached the destination
1 found | had tumed into a road

AN OBSCURED SKY

The sky is clouded over

My heart-sky is obscured

The eyesight is also dimmed

in the gloom

One does not recognise others

A stone hurled

from far away

came to my heart

with a thunderclap

| don't know if she is in pain anymore

but my heart has broken in agony

(Upon the death of 12 year-old Barsha
Koirala during the Hrithik Roshan riots, Decem-
ber 2000)

AN EFFORT AT LIBERATION

Some soil got dug up

and the whole earth trembled
Everyone's breath almost stopped!
What kinds of upheavals are these
efforts at lieration?

When liberation came into my hands
it had already putrefied in staleness

JAJARKOT

Once you stir poison

in the entire pond

why talk of big fish

and why talk of small fish

Al are bound to be killed

(Upon hearing of the murder of ordinary
people in Jajarkot, June 2000)

COSTLY DESIRE

My desire is costly:

Food and shelter are costly to begin with
education is costly

equality is costly

and even costlier is peace

The love of a father and mother is costly
and amid such costly air and water

how costly it is

just to breathe

THE POEM OF THE HOUSEWIFE

Poems well into being

like bubbles of water

in a kitchen corner

in the water of a brass pot

even in a baby's diapers

When there is no one to gather them
the housewife's poems

wilt one by one

and drop like

wildflowers in a jungle

FATE LINES
I too had headed out
to discover my fate, but
the fortune teller's mirror
was cracked
Should | seek my fate in
this cracked mirror
or draw new lines on
the palms of my hands?

THE EARTH

| had no relation of my own

with the sky

nor had | blood ties

with the sun, the moon and the stars
When | made the earth my own,
when | established relations

with a small plot of land

a sky much larger than that

the entire sky

the dawn and sunrise

the sunset, the moon and the stars
all became my own

THE PAIN OF THE AGES

Have you suffered

the pain of childbirth?

It's only felt at a time of creation
At each hour

at each tum

we must suffer in our new pains
the pain of the ages

which has no description

which must be experienced alone

G

ngo/cbo

Participatory Learning & Advisory Project (NPLAP)
oflageacn garon afmgla anelom

7.2 million people visit

ngocbo Participatory Learning & Advisory Project (NPLAP) is a NGO capacity building project
working in 8 districts of Nepal. We recruit short-term consultants to facilitate training workshops,
conduct research/studies for district NGOs to build their capacity. The project has decided to
make a Roster of Potential Consultants who can provide capacity building support for NGOs
in future in the following themes:

Thematic areas of Consultant Expertise:
e NGO Perspective Building (Role of NGO in Civil Society, Rights Based Approach and
Social Analysis, Clarification of VMGO, Values and Principles)
o Appreciative Approach (Al)
s NGO Strategic Planning, Organizati and
Development Plan
NGO Leadership, Management and Governance
NGO Networking
Participatory Planning Processes (PRA, PLA, RRA, Livelihood analysis etc)
Linkage and Collaboration with Stakeholders
Multi Stakeholder dialogue (Government, NGOs, Donors, Private Sector, Media,
Academia, etc)
Policy Research and Advocacy
Project Proposal Development including Logical Framework
earning and Process D
Resource Sharing
Project Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation
Project Review
Working in Conflict Environments, and Conflict Resolution
tr NGO Support/Resour i

ceece

seccccee

Potential consultants willing to register their CVs in NPLAP roster should provide full name and
contact address (including telephone), organizational affiliation (if any), expected fee per day,
area of expertise on the above themes, academic qualifications and relevant years of experiences
with 3 referees.

Consultants with at least 5 years experience in the above themes are encouraged to send their
brief (two-page) CV along with a covering letter by 30 April 2002, to:

The Team Leader

ngocho Participatory Learning & Advisory Project
P. 0. Box. 12877, Kathmandu

Fax: 01 - 548067

email: info @ngocbo.wlink.com.np (e-mail users should use MS Word version 2000 only)
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EXHIBITION

% Exit Exhibition and sale of oils and pastels by Surabhi. Viceroy Hall, Yak & Yeti Hotel,
10.30AM-5.30PM until 14 April. 413999

4 Stupas, Stones and Space Solo paintings on Nepali paper by Dagmar Mathes. Siddartha
Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited, 11AM-6PM until 20 April. 411122

EVENTS

% Rally for peace Om Nursing Home-Ki i Police Station-K: Chowk-
Charkhal, Dilli Bazar-Padma Kanya High School, Dilli Bazar-Padmodaya High School-Bhrikuti
Mandap. Ends at Nepal Red Cross Society. 3.45PM-5PM, 12 April.

%  Festival of War based on episodes of the Mahabharata. Annual drama production of Studio
7. 19/20/21/26/27/28 April, 3/4/5 May at the Naga Theatre, Hotel Vajra. 271545

% Ethnic Groups of Nepal Songs, dances, stories by students of L'Ecole Francaise de
Katmandou. 3AM, 12 April, The French School of Kathmandu. 411203

% Red Ribbon Grind Nepali New Year with Nepali performers including Ram Shrestha,
Albatross, Hybrid, Pressurized, and Australian band The Agents. 14 April, Hotel De L'
Annapurna

% New Year Music, including Nepali songs, cocktails and Nepali snacks. Single Rs 400,
couple Rs 750. Rox Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

% Friends of the Bagmati Presentation on rain water harvesting, 3PM 17 April. More details
from friendsofthebagmati@yahoo.com

Music
4 Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526
4 Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle
Restaurant, Thamel. 414336

DRINK

% Sizzling Singles Buy one single malt drink, get one free. The Rodi Bar,
Hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

% Beer Mug Club Talk beer, drink beer. Monday nights, Rox Bar, Hyatt
Regency Kathmandu. 491234

% Classic teas Thirty teas including all Dilmah Tea's herbals, greens,
blacks and Oolongs. Also llam, Darjeeling, Makaibari and more. The Coffee
Shop, Hotel de I'Annapurna.

FOOD
% Cakes, Bakes & Baguettes Pastries, puddings, oven-fresh breads, Shangri

La Bakery. Home delivery available. 412999

4  Sekuwa as it should be Veg and non-veg barbecue, snacks, salads, desserts, live music
by Himalayan Feelings. Rs 555 net per person, Rs 1,010 net per couple, Friday evenings,
Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

%  Weekend Brunch Rs 350 per head, special package available with bowling. Oriental and
continental lunch or dinner by the pond. 1905 Boardwalk, Kantipath. 225272

% Vegetarian Specialties and clay-oven pizzas at the Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace,
Boudha. 480262

% Charcoalz and Curryz Instant Karma plays 60s fusion at the poolside Charcoalz, Rs 895
including seafood. South Indian Curryz at Naach Ghar including vegetarian, fish, lamb and
more, Rs 495 vegetarian, Rs 595 non-vegetarian. Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

4 Saturday Live Buffet with unlimited draught beer and live music by the Rusty Nails. The
Fun Café, Radisson Hotel, 11.30AM-2.30PM, Saturdays. 411818

% The new Roadhouse Café Completely redesigned with separate bar seating and coffee
bar. Original Mediterranean specialities, and wood-fired pizzas coming soon. The Roadhouse
Café, Thamel.

% Taste of Beijing Roast duck and other Chinese meat, fish and vegetarian delicacies.
Beijing Roast Duck Restaurant, Birendra International Convention Centre. 468589

% Newari Bhoj Traditional snacks, drinks and meals, outdoors or indoor, in a restaurant
designed by Bhaktapur artisans. Lajana Restaurant. Lazimpat. 413874

% Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

% Paddy Foley's Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday nights. 416096.

GETAWAYS

4 New Year Getaway Special Nepali menu, village theme with music at Shangri-La Village,
Pokhara. 061-22122/23700

% Nagarkot New Year Escape Party 13 April, package for New Year weekend with transport
both ways, dinner, games, live music, New Year brunch. Rates for Nepalis and expats from Rs
2,500 nett to Rs 5,000 nett. Club Himalaya Nagarkot. 414432, 680080

4 Great Godavari Getaways. Special weekend packages, including room with breakfast and
dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities, Godavari Village Resort. 560675

4 Bardiya Dolphins See Gangetic River Dolphins every day this season at the Royal Bardiya
National Park. Tailor-made packages for to all need at the Jungle Base Camp Lodge. Email
junglebasecamp@yahoo.com. 06-131691

[ For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepaliimes com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

The scorchers are here. After two months of
above-normalrain and below-normal maximum
temperatures, the mercury is going to start picking
up. It may be uncomfortable, butit s this heat that
will ultimately suck in the monsoon in mid-June. No
sweat, no wet. Another weather band is approach-
ing from the west riding a low pressure system
which will be over northern India by Friday, and the
accompanying moisture will rigger new thunder-
storms early next week. Tarai temperatures will
cross 38 degrees, while Kathmandu will hit a muggy,
but manageable, 28.

KATHMANDU VALLEY
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YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

¢

BOOKWORM
l‘omma Peasants and Workers in Nepal D Seddon, P Blaikie and ] Cameron, eds
Wl Adroit Publishers, Delhi, 2002
.t;u;li Rs720
Nine ssysbased on fiedwork during 1974 and 1975 analyse he social and economic condicons in
ccenual Nepalvid workersand the

% peitbourgeoisic. Theauth Nepalina

Village Tourismin Chitwan Surendra Bhakta Pradhanang
Adroit Publishers, Delhi, 2002

Rs480

- generatesnc loymentand industry, all loy
ment It d fits to the local people. Dr Pradhanag
Ch el q ]

chere. Hedraws how to develop and plan the national industry, includingthe
trekkingsector.

Pigmage Taram

Pilgrimage Tourism in Nepal Yajna Raj Satyal
Adroit Publishers, Delhi, 2002
Rs 640

atalisinterestedin dewiling thelegends, history and
culmrtsu(mnndmgsucl\pmucx.uMo\m( Kalas, Lumbin, Bhairava, andothrsacrd emp sand
dbreadth of Nepal's hillsand taai, and d

d popular Hinduand

Nepal: A Historical Miscellany Mahesh C Regri

Adroit Publishers, Delhi, 2002

Rs800

Regisaimistohelp hbeme Nepaihisoriography from the confnes ofpoliicl ntgucsvars and
incosix pares: Law an Casteand

ocial Life, L o Women's Progess, and Religion and

Culture. The emphasisis on the 19% century, but some tems belong n the late 18 and carly 204 & 4.8

Forestand E:

Fey

centuries t0o.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

ADVENTURE

OK TUMBAHANGPHEY
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ins when you
!

dark pitsand wait for the sound of the
rock hitting bottom. You won’t hearit.
Th lsoh

wantingtovisicthese avesand makeit
ourfulltimeprofesion,”says Pasun.
Despite the modestsuccessof
their caving (ad)venture thus far, they
still fce opposicon from village elders
wholookdown on theideaof
crawling through rocky spots o cama
living, “Why doyou nced o goin

secout o defy therlders
and makeaname forthem-

there?” scolds Ravi’s grandmother

haven’t figured

Some of the:

shadowy lake revered by village folk as “These have been our play- 2 asheemerges witha tour group.
Chakun Tirtha, and *llomltxpms ground lidle,” says = “Whydon’tyou do something
i Ravi. d,we'd 2 more productive?”
! havetowearourclothes insideoutso  together to explore the dark f Thatisjustwhat they are out to
endanger humanlife md]xmb are Id notice how d therocky d theirwistingand  prove—that the caves can indeed be

dcold us for going n.” Ravi | productiv ven productive. ¢
In days bygone, devorees bravely and hisfriends Prasun Thapa Magar,  them from boyish miscreants 0
ventured inside every full moon of the  Umesh Manandhar, Roshan Shrestha  touristguides. “We want o actas (To go spelunking in Chobar,

firsemonth of the lunar Nepali
calendarand performed puis, This
practice has been abandoned for some
time, but there remains cvidence of
pujas paston many stalagmitesand
swlactites. Thereare even rumoursofa
foorball fckd-sized space somewhere
decp below, ofsmugglersforgorten
ucasuresand buried one-cyed
Rudrakshas, the sacred sceds of Shiva,
Before you dreamingabout
rescuinglost treasures be warned: even
with help, you need great determina-
tion and concentrarion o make your
waysafelyinand back our. The caves
arenotone long passigeway, buta
complicated necwork ofchild-sized
wnndlsleadingalonga plummeting,
ik 1.No

children,

one has even ma d

explorethe
todetermi

where

ahaunt foramateurspelunker their exacedepehs and dimensions.
stoopingover creepy crawlyhfsform: Buteven the most determined Thereare dozensof entrancesto
dhiingon i } d Chobar,the

les? doth

loneinto Inigh

nghrhuL in Kathmandu Vally.

below. The caves are full nfh.u_nrd\.

most prominentisatop the hill
overooking ol Binayak. Chobar

Chobar, bestknown forits noleas, the danger of. elderssay the caves lead outas faras
defunctcement factory iswhere decpand ot indingavaybackout. — Paan, Swoyambhuand even

ushree s said o have drained the youto Panchkhalintheas—though hey

’ Jessdepth and an inattentive gl llage children

hissword.risaohome o mﬂ movanencold eanashl kel from verifying theselimson rips

nevorkefunder The  againsconcof below. hobarresidens,

fikesut have  rock bulges. ever you d Jud bouncerand caving

I daspl dsforvilage  trythrowingarockintooneofthose  cnurcprencurnamed Ravi Lama, have

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restau-
rant and terraces with views of stupa and
Himalayas. International vegetarian
specialties, pizza from clay oven, ice cream,
soft guitar tunes on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on
full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM.
480262

floor: one bedroom with attached bath, store,
lobby. Third floor: terrace and laundry room.
Location: Galfutar. Tel: 412094,

Reflexology! The therapist applies alternating
pressure to the feet. It reduces stress, pro-
motes relaxation and good health. Email
buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 410735

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and
breakfast, transport both ways, three-
course gourmet dinner. Rs 1,440 or $19.
For reservations ring 441494, 680006

est’, “highest’, “first" or any other superlative.
Just a relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant
with the coldest beer and juiciest steaks this
side of the moon. By the Kathmandu Guest
House. 433043

House for rent Ground floor: living room,
kitchen, dining room, one bathroom. First The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
floor: master bedroom with attached bath, rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
one bedroom, bathroom, pantry. Second 266433. 15 percent off season discount

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

+  K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “long-

on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Aurelt &ar
BBC AuTet &ar

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Weare also at

DURBARMARG

(in front of Wimpy).
The most convenient
shoppil

from parking problems.

and Chiranjivi Nepal havejoincd guides forany Nepalior forcigner contact Prasun at 331069.)

(%unriac

Presents

Your
Royal Address
In The Valley of Gods

L) T 5
nrisc llomes

= Ingide fingraad. » Round the clock sacurity.
= Tostehilly lohdacaped ahd minpls gech aten:
» Totlot fer children. » el lighted and wide reark.
= 24 haurs treated water supply. = Generatar back-up electrical supply.
= Allncated parking slot to each residence. « Modem sewage treatment phant systen.
* Cabla T & Talaphans eonheerian facilTios, # Hassal frae finance alsa susilsbla.

promoters: Diental Gonstruction 2 Devetonment Go. Py, L

Balkymean, Palen (near Kaleshwor Bridge): Tel. 550455, 550400, 550800
Emall com oom

Not just a Home...
...a Lifestyle
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Sup, dudes"

oW dm( ur

iishighly

ly messed up

‘he torch, and bequeathing the job to th

ofNepast.
Weare lacing our trust flly on ur young ks, With theirenergy,cheir

surcly beable o stecr this nation toweardsa bright furure. As Karen Carpenter
ngmmd “Tomorow villcvnbrigherdan oday”

d [ know that
meaqusion. Youyoungdupsvant o knowwiho Karen Cpeneris Wl a

P | 1 by ch fKaren. h d her brother,
Richard, had the habit of burs I: “Every

ingi toyodel
sl cvery wowowowowol nd sffike (ha( Unformna(cl) oara

at
" Oh. That wasnot your queston? e, you Jus[wamed waskifm
confidencein Neplsyoth may bea it mispacd  donhinkso. [ hink
L an

s, rnsancdhe S Mid s Pec P Tkemyovn voprogey.
Every day afer work, [ mal
cllchetill“Wheris Motha?

Siknce.Progeny #1 isonthe et and Progeny #2is on cabe.

Me (louder): “Whereis your mother, my wife?”

Silnce.

Me: (screaming) “ACHTUNG. WO IST MEIN WELTRAUM”

Secvwhat e Chiden odayhavetakenavowof sence. Fanauible
sound docs, I chord vanoise
memhlmg“duh"nr “uck’. Bu(whzremdayﬁmemgﬂ\hkc comeon heirown

Gotoany ofthech hat our progeny are

darpaicedand e, kinghe prioc shoraton bt hoos bt chl”
very seriously indecd:

blackdeath2002> hey room

kaley>SUP BLACK

tina322> sup

blackdeath> k cha

tina322> asl blackdeath?

kaley> EVERYONE BEST OF LUCK IN YER SLC MAN
blackdeath> 18/m/baneshwor.. u?

tina322> 17f

kaley>OK GUYS GOTTA GO..ROCK YER EXAMS MAN
<kaley> has left the room

<kurtcobain> has entered the room

<KUrtCODain> *et ek xexk wiee

tina322> oi kurt kcha bro

kurtcobain>HI MY FRNS

blackdeath> tinai love you

kurtcobain> HEY TINA WANNA TALK PRIVAT

blackdeath> oi kurt leave my grl alone or 'll kick ur ass
kurtcobain> hahahah

tina322> hahahahahahahah

<sux> has entered the room

sux> hitina

kurtcobain>HEY SUX YOU SUX.. HAHAHAHAAHAH

<Ram> has entered the room

Ram> do you support what the israelis are doing to chairman arafat
inramallah?

tina322>ke ke bhancha yo? Hahahahahahah

sux> did you hear queen elizabeth died?

Ram> it's the queen mother, you moron.

kurtcobain>HEY ANYONE SEEN THAT FUNNY DUDE
kurtcobain>WITH THAT DIFERENT HAT EVERY WEEK
kurtcobain>DONT HE LOOK LIKE HARRISON FORD

tina322> what rubbish hahahahaahh

tina322> he looks like a monkky and a donkky only hahahahahah
kurtcobain> brb

blackdeath> so tina what do you like to do

tina322> i donno reading hangin out wth my frns goin to bakery
blackdeath> cool

tina322> like i also enjoy hangin out and stuffs like that only
blackdeath> cool

blackdeath> wheredo you study

1ina322> in holy mt everest east point academy and bar
blackdeath> cool

kurtcobain>HEY IAM BACKNOW ... TINA DID YA MISS ME
tina322>ya

kurtcobain>COOL

Whatisevident from this transcriptisthat with these youth at che
helm, our nation s steaming ahead to a glorious tomotrow, which I am sure
willbe brighter than today.

NEPALI SOCIETY

ince they shot into fame
SWilh their hit song

Chekyo Chekyo Deurali
Danda nearly a decade ago,
Nepathya, arguably Nepal's
most popular band, continues
to keep feet tapping, the youth
rocking, and crowds humming
with their innovative folksy
pop, and lyrics that linger long
after the music has faded.

Their concerts have always

been popular with young and
old, Nepali music fans and
sceptics. But this time around,
the musicians have a mes-
sage. The five-member
band—Amrit Gurung,
Ratnaman Gurung, Naresh
Thapa, Dhruba Lama and
Mahesh Pun—has joined
Nepali civil society, intelligent-
sia, political parties and the
public in spreading the
message of much-needed
peace. Nepathya recently
completed a three-week tour
around major Nepali cities
promoting its “Education for
Peace Campaign”. The
band’s message: schools
and their thousands of
students are the nation's
future, leave them alone. On
10 March, the band took off
from Basantapur Square and

moved on to Pokhara,
Narayanghat, Hetauda, and
Biratnagar before completing
the peace concert tour to a
packed house in Kathmandu.
Along the way, the group
donated money raised from
the concerts to local govern-
ment schools.

“We shouldn't be playing
the blame game during this
crisis,” says Amrit Gurung,
lead vocalist of the band that
has won the prestigious Music

Nepal and Chhinalata awards.
“We should all help by doing
what we do best. Intellectuals
should exercise thought,
writers write, and singers
should sing. If everyone
contributes from their particu-
lar position, there’s no need to
despair.”

Nepathya's most recent hit
Resham, released six months
ago, has already sold over
30,000 copies, the mark of a
successful album in Nepal

The song, based on an indig-
enous folk tune from Khotang,
is still playing all across the
country. Nepathya's third album
Minpachasma sold 133,000
cassettes, leaving sceptics
open-mouthed. The band has
moved Nepal, now it is looking
to expand its horizons to Sikkim.
Al five band members are
optimistic that wherever they
go, their gentle thought-
provoking music will convey
their social message. ¢

done.
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