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PREVIEWAND QUIZ

EXCLUSIVE
Security forces from the US Pacific

Command left this week after v\sllmg
Rolpaand Gorkfia

sutcofemergency, e miliay salemate
continues. Thereis no clear winner, but
thereisaclear lose:the ational cconomy.

Fw: ‘monthsafter the dedlaration of the

needs. Five earlier missions looked into
development, The teams will now put

together a support package ($20 nulllon
each for securi

Inf Jaya Prakash Prasad
Gupta told uslast ek dhatovera third of the
country’s3.900 VDC buildings have been
destroyed, 13 distictsare without phons,

j : o and

o endorsement by the US Congress. The
RNA's shopping lst includes assault ifles,
amoured Mi-17 helicopters, fixed wmg

STOL transport,

250 post offices have been destroyed.
Telecominfrastructurealone will cost Rs 250
million o replace. Losses o business cannot

quip-
ment, and night vision aids. Deve\opment
support will be channeled through USAID
and used to rehabilitate hospitals and
damaged infrastructure, and launch a

“massive” job campaign in insurgency
areas. The US Foreign Military Support
Programme delivers hardware directly and
does not hand out cash. Sources in New
Delni tell us the US money will be
handled by India to buy the helicopters
from a former Soviet state for delivery to
Nepal. A State Department source,
however, ruled out this possibilty.

Maoist arsenal

The Royal Nepal Army has inadvertently
let out what kind of arms the Maoists have
captured from their Ghorahi, Mangalsen
and Satbaria raids. The announcement of
abounty for the heads of Maoist leaders
also includes rewards for different types of
guns. So here is the list of the Maoist
arsenal: General Purpose Machine Guns,
41mm rocket launchers, 81mm mortars,
Light Machine Guns, Enfield 303 rifles,
pistols and revolvers. Our own count puts
the total of weapons captured at about
200 SLRs, 12 machine guns, six mortars,
as well as rocket launchers and

ammunition. (see also ps)

InemetP
Q. Is the government serious about controlling
comupton?

o

Totalvtes: 1173
lmlumb—p-mm-mml
infrastructure hlp or harmthe Maolst cause?

Butthesecsimatcsarealeady outdared—
suchis theaccelration of thecriss. This week,
Maoistshave hit telecom sations putting oue
fourmore districts: Okhaldhunga, Khotang,
Solukhumbuand partsof Sindhupalchok. The
main 132KV transmission line has been hic
inwestern Nepal, eaving four more istrics
without powe. A Rs 70 million Radio Nepal
transmicterin central Nepal was desroyed
“Tuesday night.

Teshard to detecta rationale forsuch

demuti ol

cost the cconomy Rs 5 billion, and the losers

moving, there s no point complaining
anymore, T don'twantto alkaboutit. What's
the point” sysavis
Basnet, promoterof Himalayan Discley.

‘What puzzles many s che paralysis of
government—icscems t have given up tying
todoitsbit. This has convinced industry that
nooncisin charge. While an aggressive hearts-
and-minds programme may have worked five:
monthsago, today thereis o government
presenceinLrge parts ofthe counry, When
asked, ministry offcials admit things e bad,
butsay nothing can be done unil the security
situaton improves,

Sl Finance Miniser Ram Sharan Mahac
believes thewreck may be sbvageable. “We're
notdoing well because we cannot de-link che
conflictfrom the cconomy;” he xplained o s,
“Ourcconomic fundumentalsaresill ound,
andwecan havearapid wrnaround ifthe
security situation impro ves.”

At sthebjg . Lckoffull
information has madeitimpossible to make
objective asssmentsabout hesatofthe var

singby thed A

‘ hout sy
Nepal Lever,oncof he

Many, wantto believe
thatthescryforcs havehe uppehand,

“Ray i hit. And

reassess. Deuba himselfrol

thegovemmentoalloffheamyandagree  industry.

Rabi Bhakra Shresth:

t t ducing;fyou cannorsend
your products o the storesanyvay. Theentire

1o talks on the Maoists' terms.

The five-day| band]\ is: a]m apart ofdm

Federaion of Nepalese Chambersof
C d Cl) has

" Staristcs don'treflect he:

ityofthe

Reuters last week that the war could drag on for
another ‘v o tenyears”.
Ifwearcinitfor the long haul, then
ining] ! dhisscale

sy Tt feding

theheatand b

criss yet, but banks realeady

d th

recent weeks. T
d d

borowing, Thisisanindi

will mean that it will collapse before peace is
restored. These losses do not ake into
account the roughly Rs 8 million daily cost

in board. Hissingle flight o p —
of talkswould be helpful to thatend. obsession nowis h iuation. “If hoarding cash abroad, or buying otherassets.  presendy. The securicy Editorial p2
“This week's srike and unspecified chings emain the same, the cconomy is going ENCClspokeman RafndraKheun —— forceshavescrious Qe man's terror

shreasofan “ndefiniestrike’ n thefurare tofoldupinlesshansis monihs”hewarns. sys:“Aca time when weshould b reting  logisticallimiaions, - Pyskar Gautam p3
are suppose tothe h bein inee it 1 mmrhnn, and y
able Tt mow clarthat he atackson d g hotels and th 1> No papertiger
infrastructreand VDCs which began in Theg dd d. Khetan blames th spathy and helicopters, o fixed wingaircraft, and
mid-March weren't by local Trade,tourism, el salesand transpore,all — indi policicians, busincss Mahat docsn't
theirown, but parcofa deliberatcplanto of wh I ! and cvilsociey: know where he i going to find the money o
bring he government o ts knees. kicked whilealready down. All hs is having ‘Themood in the business community  pay forall this, and the only alternative to

dinar untry. has gotten so bad, some have decided that  financing that s help for hardware from
directly hit. ﬂehv:daysmkeuammmdm “Distribution , the li d nothing is India and the United States.

Taxing time for trekking

The Annapurna and Everest trails benefit,

Despite assurances from the Maoist leadership that tourists will
not be targetted, recent instances of extortion from
mountaineering and trekking groups in Nepal have raised fears
that local cadre have their own fund-raising agenda.

Nepal's tourism industry, already hit by a global recession,
regional tensions and bandhs in Kathmandu, is expected to be
adversely affected as news of the incidents spreads
through the Internet

“Climbers are an adventurous lot, but if you get more
incidents of extortion, then people will just go elsewhere,”
says Tashi Jangbu Sherpa, president of the Nepal
Mountaineering Association.

To be sure, there have been stray incidents of Maoists and
criminal elements called khaobadis robbing tourists in the past
three years. But tour guides and their agencies who paid up had

Not your usual

Resort

Hajuikun] tskarms, Kaihmands, Srpsd Tel: 4777

, as trekkers pull out of remote areas.

played down the “donations” fearing that the publicity would
hurt business. But now the sums demanded have gone up and
local companies can no longer absorb the new costs.

Trekkers in Humla were recently forced to pay $50 each
before being allowed to proceed, a trekking group has been
forced to pay a Maoist “tax” on the Kangchenjunga tral, rafting
companies say Maoists now come to camp at night and
demand a similar fee. The Jiri trail is infested with Maoists, and
although trekkers have never been harmed, they have been
accosted and asked to pay up. However, no extortion has
been reported in popular trekking areas like the Annapurnas
and Mt Everest.

Even in Chitwan, there have been incidents where
Maoists have paid midnight visits to camps demanding up to Rs

100,000. Later on, tour leaders heard they were local yuulg\>
5

pretending to be Maoists.
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handiing of the word ‘terrorist”. Even polfically cortect purists

One ofthe things that has changed since 11 September is media

who used to stick strictly to the one-man’s-terrorist-is-another-
man’s-freedom-fighter dictum buckled under the outrage of the
attacks. And as country after country joined America’s ‘war on
terror’, our government also found it useful to lump our Maoist

comrades into same category.

To be fair, the Indians beat us to it. It was Indian External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh who declared our Maoists “terrorists” last
November even before we'd got around to it. New Delhi's English
papers, whose editorials often reflect the thinking of a certain section
of the foreign policy establishment there, backiracked somewhat,
however, when they called the “people’s war" a “national liberation

struggle”.

Arbitrary use of the label “terrorist” carries the danger of double
standards. We will then tend to tag only those opposed to us as
terrorists, while those we support (even those who use terrorist
tactics) we will call good guys. And what of state-sponsored
terrorism, where the armed forces of democratically elected states
perpetrate atrocities against civilians? Is a group terrorist only if it is
non-governmental, like al-Qaeda or Hamas?

Labels matter. Why else would the White House now insist on
calling Palesfinians who blow themselves up “homicide bombers™
Because suicide is proof of desperation, and points to grievances
and injustice that have become intolerable. Suicide is also an ultimate
act of “martyrdom™—another loaded word.

STATE OF THE STATE

niil 12 years ago, in the
U black-and-white world of

the Panchayat years, it
was casy to say whatailed
Nepali media. We said: give us
press frecdom, and we'll show
youwhat media can be. The
media s now free, buc sadly,ic
has letthe country down.

Backin the Neer Shah years
when Nepal Television was
young, we expected it to learn as
it grew. It did learn, but the
wrong things. Today, it cither
has news in officialcse or i has
crass commercialism of the most
vulgar kind. By being.a poor
imitation of the poorest farc on
satclite channcls, the NTV is in
danger of losingits remaining
Viewers to cable.

The NTV's mediocrity,
however, pales into insignifi-
cancewhen we look at the
ongoing coverage o the insur-
gency. Video footage of the
aftermath of fighting and the
thoughtless broadcast of
grucsome footage of corpses arc

Amusing ourselves to death

approach to every village.

(ONE MAN’S TERRORIST

And speaking of martyrs. There used to be a ime (remember?)
when for decades we in Nepal only had four martyrs—the freedom
fighters executed by the Ranas. Their names are burned into our
memories from school textbooks. Today, the number of security
force personnel who have “attained martyrdom” in six years of
conflict is approaching 1,000. The Maoist side has its own growing
list of “martyrs”, and in Maoland there are “martyr gates” on the

The contest for terminology like “martyrs”, “suicide bombers” and

“terrorists” shows that this is also a war of words. An attempt to shroud
slaughter in symbolism. And because it involves words, the mass media

becomes a part of it That is why this is currently a subject for such
heated debate in journalism schools. One particular group called
Minnesotans Against Terrorism (MAT) has tried to play ombudsman and
spot trends in terror-labelling. It has tried to cut through the rhetoric and
come out with its own definition, saying: “Calling the targeted killing of
innocent civilians anything but terrorism is completely unconscionable.”
But even this definition has holes, as has been pointed out, since there
are questions then about whether the firebombing of Dresden or Tokyo
and Hiroshima can also be called ‘terrorist” acts.

Thatis probably the moral of the story. Who is terrorist depends on
who is talking. As for us, we will go along with “deliberate killing of
civilians to achieve political goals™ as the most accurate definition. But
that leaves out acts such s the torching of hospital vehicles, milk vans,
forestry offices, health centres and agriculture extension offices. The.
most effective weapon in the Maoists' revolutionary arsenal is fear, and

Medla consolidation threatens pluralism.

discurbing cnough for aduls, but
itis having an adverse psychologi-
cal impact on young viewers. Shorc
of rningoffthe TV, thereis no
way of protecting children from
being bruraliscd by inscnsicive
camramenand iresponsible ncws
aditors.

“The reason for my rage is
personal. But there must be
thousands of Nepali parents who

have gone through similar ordals

Isn'ti possible to show thesc
tragic scencs with more respect
for the dead? What s the
advantage of ringing the barbar-
ity of itall into our lving rooms?
Isita case of ignorant producers,
orare those in charge of propa-
ganda rying out psy-war tech-
niques on the population at large?
Eicher way, it bad ncws.

After the royal massacre, my
son was so disturbed by the
sighton the TV screen of the
late king, his mouth agape and
flies swarming around him, that
he had difficulty slecping. Then
last weck there were those
savage pictures from Satbaria
showing decomposing bodics
being pulled outof mass graves
with pickacs. Again, he was
decply affected and couldn’tsccp.
Itis tempring here to blame
hibof

fear is effective only when the public s terrorised into submission.
This is what makes bandhs “successful”.

that the Maoists’ ul |

No one has any ilusi

absolute power. They are not in the mood to share power wnh
anyone. And it clear they will do anything to get there, using the
power of terror.

s focus on the bortom linc and
the ned to please the disbursers
of licenses makes it s beholden
o the scate as the official
media. A free media is no longer
frec when it uscs it frecdom for
partisan cxposés or campaigns
against policicalfigures who are
rivals ofits business mentors.
Aglaring recent cxample was
the relentlesssmear campaign
against Girija Prasad Koirala by
the owners of a national daily: In

P
media for cverything, In the
mantra of liberalisation, it is
argued thatallthis would
suddenly be st ight with
privatisation. Don’t be too sure
Ourexperience ith privatiscd
broadcast media s not

much berter.

Private commercial media s
ofen cven more insidious in the
control of information—it
practices what John Pilger calls
“the censorship of xclusion”,

portay the then
prime miniscerin  bad ight, the
publisherswentas faras o give
the Maoists full play. Wild
rumours went o printand on the
airwaves as “news', with devastat-
ing conscquences during cpisodcs
like the Hrichik Roshan rios,
“This s why we have to look
askance at the decision by the
Miniscry of Information to grant
errestrial telecast rights to
Kantipur Publications, Giving
one business entity such broad

W Hsviig

by CK LAL

control over the electromagneric
spectrum as well as princ media is
against the law in many countrics.
Even in that bastion of aisscz
faire and frce media, the United
States, the control of both
elevision and print media by one
company in the same terricory is
notallowed. Here, in the absence
of a strong regulatory entiy, how
can we trusta privae businss
group with so much power over
ourlives?

“The exchack prescnly running
the Ministy of Information and
Communication must know be
familiar with laws in other
countries about media consolida-
tion. He chosc to ignore them for
reasons we can guess at. This docs
not bode well: ncither for
democracy nor fora frecand
pluralistic press. Since the deed
has been done, our only hope
nowis that parliament, the courts,
and civilsocicty will ealisc the
cnormity oftherisksinvolvcd. &

“Imperialism interferes and fils,
intetferes again and fails again,
again it interfercs and fails again,
and this i how it invites its own
end.” That was Mao Zedong.
Our comrades have taken that
nugget of Maoism to heart, and

c d that th 3

by PUSKAR GAUTAM

" No paper tiger

Imperialism today is a real tiger
with stars and stripes.

media, influcnces the way they
dhink Trade imperiaism works

imperialism i incvitable

Maoalso used to say that
imperialism is a paper tiger. But
60 yearsaftcr Mao's revolution,
and especially after the collapse of
the Sovict Union, i clear that
imperialism s a real tiger with
stars and stripes.

“The Maoists inerpret the
helpin the form of hardwarc and
advice from India, Britain and the
United States for Nepal's
counter-insurgency operation as

throug] I entities
like the WTO to protect the
privileges of the powerful.
Military imperialism after 11
September has moved froma low-
intensity war to hot conflicts
stretching from Khost to Basilan.
“The US president has called lrag,
Iran and Norch Korea the “axis of
evil”, the emphasise being that
the “evil” has to be defeated for
lasting peace. Any force against an
clected government s terrorist,
Colin Powelldeclred. Nepli
ically fell into

thet imperialst
“interference.” They sce the
social and cconomic contradic-
tions within Nepal, i the region,
and internationally, as semming
from a classic class war between
tich imperialist oppressors and
supressed poor nations.

This explains the thesis of the

o catcgorisation has
inany case been made casier
because the Maoists have
increasingly targeted non-

b Penel

carefully and not get us caught up
in global rvalrics

“The Maoistideologues have a
different perspective on
this. Comrade
Baburam Bhattarai in
arecentissuc of his
party organ Jana
Awaj postulates that
American inerest
in helping fight
Maoism in Nepal
is o align with India in
the encirclement of
China, Whether China
takes the development in
the same vein is another matcer.
Beijing’s geopolitical focus s on
its castern flank—along the Souh
China Sea, Vietnam, Korea,
Taiwan and Japan. It docs not

infrastructure directly benficing
the poor.
Imperialist forces gencrally

Movement (RIM) that the
cpicentres of all evolutions
originate in countrics under the
imperialist yoke. What drives the
Nepalirevolution i the docri-
naire Maoist belif in the right-
cousness of the cause and in

havea dtrategy o
deal with revolution: dircetly by
sendingin troops or hardware to
fghtrebel and ndiectly,
through incll One

need t of having to
wortyalso about Tiber, Xinjiang,
and now Nepal. Chinese officials
never refer to our comrades as
“Maoiss”and have bvays

4_‘_,..—4

™

.

e

the Indians pull
the rug from under
the fect of our com-
rades
in Noida.

The Maoist war has entered a

thema h

desuctive s, asignofecles
urry. Th

movement using the name of the
Great Hdmsman invain.
ur confident

of the two will be »mblc in Nepal
in the months to come, especially
ifthisconflitdocsnot entera

. Elsewhercin

lidarity among
like-minded lefists about the
“people’s war”. Our Maoists are
the main actors in this larger
global commune. South Asia,
wich s social injustice, exploita-
tion and large masses of discnfran-
chised, has become the main
laboratory to test RIM'’s thesis
that total revolution s the only
way out of the present morass ina
region with 75 percent of the
worldsabsolute poor.

Imperialism'’s present incarna-
tion of globalism plays out ac
different levels. Socio-cultural
imperialism not only binds the
oppressed down to where they
are, butalso, through global

d\c world in recent decades the
US has tried both troops and
incelligence. In Peru, the Ameri-
cans passed on intelligence on the
whercabouts of Abimacl Guzman,
leading to his capture, and

that they are winning this war.
Bue such revolutionary haste can
also translate into an open
invitation for outside powers to
step in. This may not be as far-
fetched as we perhaps think: who
could have predicted last year
that there would be uniformed
US military in Libang? It
wouldn'tbe surprisingif he

lude that the

uleimately the subduing of the
Shining Pach. In Colombiaand
the Philippines, they sent troops
that got bogged down. The lesson
for Nepal is clear the best use of
the imperialst Indo-US alliance
will be to share intelligence. The
Americans may be tempred to see
some advantages in having a toc-
hold in Nepal 5o they can keep
tabs on rumblings in India and
China, but they must tread

Maoists may indeed win unless
the Royal Nepal Army is signifi-
cantly beefed u

‘The US and Indian positions
on Nepal's Maosts are converg-
ing. By their own analysis, the
Maoistssay India will find more
of s natural class-allies in che
US and the Nepali state. These
emerging alignments show that e
is only a question of time before

Kha(1n0(hercsmtﬁre,dunngv\hlch
che group will rearm and retrain,
can propel it o victory in
Kathmandu. Soa fiveday bandhis
likely to b followed by longer
bandhs o put pressure on the
government toagree o ceascfire
and talks. The Maoiss need to
l(rep the wheelsof their revolution-

<-—-=--q*-.(\\“
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dead-end insrgency susined

onlybya ofa

T

social incqualiies, which will

uropia.as with the NPA in the
Philippincs. The second could
give them a stab ac power

they
o orlose momentum, Acontin-
ing miltary stalemate will sap their
energy. Also, because thereis rally
nothing [t to exort in rural acas,
the “peoples war” is now hurting
the very people it was supposed to
Hbrae. There s el danger of

fFection, even widhin

through a king-making rolc in
parliament, as with the JVP in
Sri Lanka.
Landlocked as weare becveen
v gantncighbours anda
giant), it s

more
recris. The faction-ridden and
aimless governmentin Kathmandu
will,on the other hand, only
surviveif propped up from outside.
Evenifthe parliamentary partics
aresomehowsidelined in the
coming months,thereis no
guanteol singpeace Forhac
Kathmandu

diffcult tosce how the Nepali
Maom&mllwm letalone rul.

the rankeand-fl.
“The Maoistleadership

therefore has two options: incite

s uprising quicky, orjoin

, our comrades

biein e objective condi-

tionsare more favourableas the

country's cconomy spiralsoutof

contolnd publicrustation with
1o grows.

“The firstpath will keep the
movement bogged down ina

Theybeicve thathe b shic
victory will beour cconomicand

(whoever dm arcin the furure)
will need to think about redressing
the entrenched social and cco-
nomic disparitis. ¢

(Puskar Gautam is a former
Maoist district commander.
Okhaldhunga.)

EVIL

SOCIAL

“Ablink or awink" by Ramyata
Limbu (#90) shows thisis a
prevalent problem here. | myself
have been a victim of sexual
harassment, and know that tis
rampant not only in the,
workplace but also in the
student-teacher relationship. If it
can happen with a university

MIN BAIRACHARYA

student like me, it could be worse
for younger students. What | have
learnt from my experience i that
no penalty will compensate a
woman for the hurniliaton. S,
why should the criminal assailant
getaway? Weal

Iworked in ataraitown for two years,
and can relate to both situations
described in your coverage of
sexual hartassment. Before | came
o Nepal, | was aware of the

of the problem, which is the belief
of certain men about their right to
degrade women, and their
subsequent actions to cause
intimidation and harm. Sexual

Prateebha Tuladhar
Maharajgunj
1

treatment of women,
and | changed many of my daily
habits to “fit in". With my col-
leagues and friends, this may have
prevented some of the harassment
that previous volunteers warmed me
about, but it did not protect me
from the daily hassles that strangers
on the street felt was their right to
inflict on me. But my first reaction
when | saw the accompanying photo
o your “Teasing tourists” article was
o notice the tourists' bare legs and
arms. | find myself reacting
judgmentally when | see such
culturally-nappropriate dress and
wonder how tourists can be so
unaware of the effect of their
clothing choice. But, although this
does contribute to the stereotypes
that feed the attitudes that lead to
sexual harassment, itis not the root

fully addressed by dealing with the
underlying roots of gender
inequalit, not by blaming
ourselves for what we might have
done to provoke the situation. The
issueis nowwhatwomen wear—it's
what men do. After three years in
Nepal, | will miss many things, but
1 look forward to reclaiming my
right to freedom from unwanted
attention of my body and most of
al, overcoming the shame that
this attention has caused me to
internalise. I'm not saying that
short skirts are the flag of a
feminist utopia, but every woman
deserves the right to be judged
only by who she is, not by what she
wears,

Christine Mylks
Ex-VSO

Whilst | agree with Ms Lustig's
comments about how horribly
menin Nepal harass women,
especially women of the kuire
variety, | believe it is utterly
naive to suggest that the Nepal
Tourism Board will manage to

ARTOF GIVING

Re: CK Lal's “Fatalism, capitalism
and altruism’ (#89). What has
happened to us along the way?
Have we becorme so self-absorbed
and selfsh that we have forgotten
the artof giving? If we should
receive, must we not give? Isn't that

educate
through an education cam-
paign. The basic problem is
that these young (and not so
young) men have a large build-
up of testosterone with not much
in the way of outlet. So what
altemative is there to poking,
pinching, grabbing, rubbing,
leering, jeering and generally
leching at women? What is the.
Tourism Board going to say—
“Start respecting women” or
“You are more likely to get
whatever itis that you are after
(friendship, business, informa-
tion— whatever) by being a
gentleman’?

Jyoti Thapa

Melbourne

hat our us?W,
up, enlightened Hindu rich

Thapa

Thapathali

As an American citizen, | under-
stand that America, as the only
superpower, will eceive inerna-
tional crticism from a significant
minoriy no matter what our
govemment's policies are. | also
willbe the first o acknowledge that
many times American policy or IMF
policy seeks primarly to benefit
itself both poliically and economi-
cally. However, CK Lal's “Do our
banners yetwave" (490) i yet
another example of the Nepali
“elte” blaming everybody eise but
themselves. The truth is that Nepal

has no one to blame but itself and
its aphno manche culture for the
situation it finds itself in. Primary
allegiance to family or clan, not
the common good, is the root
cause of the Maoist uprising. This
tree and its root have sprung not
from abroad, but from the soil of
Nepal. Mr Lal and the Nepali elite
need to look in the mirror if they
wantto discover the cause.

S Troutman

thmandu

While itis not surprising that your
readers like Dr Amrit KC took
offence at CK Lal's exemplification
of General Rana's red tika (Letters,
#89), it seems to me that both
parties have overlooked the
obvious: Nepal s not a secular
state but offciall self-proclaims
itself to be a Hindu kingdom. It
should therefore come as no
surprise that the commander-in-
chief exhibits his religious affia-
tion publicly.

In your editorial (“Feckless

p\urahsm #89) you state that ‘it

viceroy in Nepal. That distinction

yeavs lo perfect the system.” This
may be an understatement. Nepal
is actually going through a struggle
similar to that which Europe went
through in the 1600s, circa King
Henry VIl when states started to let
go of priestly feudal systems.
Although in most wester countries
citizenship is the legal birthright of
all genders and social and ethnic
classes, monarchs can stillretain
tule over religious systems, and the
states and the civil services are
largely secular. The systems are
till far from perfect. These things
take time to evolve, and serious,
fearless soul-searching, by pro-
active civic participants

(Name withheld)

CK Lal calls Julia Chang Bloch a
“iceroy" (#90). To be a viceroy one
has to be a governor acting in the
name of a king or a king-emperor.
Madam Chang, for all her strutting
around, was not qualified to be a

o

the British resident, the envoy of

the Delhi Darbar in Kathmandu.
G Rimal

EGRETS
Interesting piece by Eric Steffens
on the Keshar Mahal birdiife (‘The
etum of the egrets,” #90). | hope it
will give the restorers of the garden
some incentive to accommodate
not just the cattle egret, but all the
other birds and bats that call the
tall trees home. One small
correction: your front page picture
is of a Little Egret, not a Cattle
Egret

SumitKC

Thamel

NOHEALER

When a “great country” denied a
visa to my brother, even though
e was a senior government
official and had a wife and four
children in Nepal, we decided to
g0 to Thailand's Bumrungrad.
Our decision was greatly
influenced by your interview with
Ruben Toral (‘What people
recognise is good value for
health care,” #87). The doctors
there said my brother's chance
of recovery was good. A day
before the operation, however, a
surgeon came in, said he was.
doing the operation and told
my brother point blank: “You
may survive, or you may die."
Never have | heard a doctor say

such an outrageous thing to a
patient, and my brother lost all
the confidence he had mustered. |
very well understand that my
brother's was a major operation,
and the success rate is only
around 90 percent even in the
US. | cannot bring my brother
back. But | want to warn other
Nepalis not to be misled by the
five-star luxury and paraphernalia
in Bumrungrad. Good hospitals
are known for their care and
doctors with a soothing touch,
healing and not money is
important there.

Jyoti P Lohani

Kathmandu

'DEMOLITION MAN
Thank you for highlighting mayor
Keshav Sthapith (*Mr Establish-
ment,” #90). If we had only ten
leaders like him, Nepal would be
in much better shape.

Kiran Nakarmi

Dallas USA

DISSIT
I chanced upon Kunda Dixits

“Sup dudes?” (#89) on the net,
Could not make head or tail of
it. Was he trying to make a
point? What was it? And why is
he indulging in this gross
generalisation and over (or
overt) simplfication? Does he
think now that he has nothing
more to say about things, it is
time to diss his own offspring?
iSuji
by email

Dear Mr Bastakoti, (Letters,
#89) Itis Kunda Dixit's
personal choice to wear the
hats he wants. If you don't ike:
his hats, or his writing, don't
read the column. For me, the
first thing | check every week on
the Nepali Times website is
Under My Hat. Itis the only
thing that does not disappoint
me when | browse news

these days. | hope he never
stops.

G Pokharel
Tokyo
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forabout $20 a month, and nationals

visit,some of them wanted me togo
oNeral ol

Commission, it is clear to member
K. £

nited

. the
esdosend moneyhome o
familics back home, a cmpring rip
thaescemed too good tobe rue,an

tates, Britain and
carcofby theircmbassics. But the
Royal Nepal Embasyin Bangkok

doesn'thave much timeforjal visics,

Bangkol

I Shresth

them they wereall right and not o
worty,”says Parks. Butothers o o,
because they sy: “Tichey find out lam
in prison,iewill il them.”

Nepaliprisoners in forcign jals s
Jow on the government' priorcy list.
“The government doesnot feel any
obligation towards s crzens

The prisoners’ needs

in h b simpleshort-term ones ike: all

heat Nepalii Nepalis being allowed to share ccl
aitporc customs, the tialsentenc- by doinglaundry for eteer of theydon'thave o lve with hard
ingand years o incarceration atone  prisoners. O, they surv “Thai criminals, beingallowed to
of Thailand's pisons for drug Chstian charty groupswhichmeans  send and receive mail more regu-

traffickers.
‘Theyareall Nepalis. Take
Chandraand Jivan who paida Nepali

they have o convertand profess their
devorion to Jesus Christ. And then
thereare volunteer activiss ke

Id

larly, anda litele pocket money for
s0ap or postage stamps
And then thereare the more

mploymentagency Rs 75,000 each Jok-based ds,like being

fora |ob inSouh Koreinyears — Ridyand Ben Pk who e included in the st of royal pardons
ago.Ti in prisonerswit d bytheKingof Thailand, orasking
Bangknk food- Rm mostof ~ for from the Royal

y
and were caught i police drug
dragnet. (See #9 for fullstory of
Chandraand Jivan).

all, the campaignersgive the inmatesa
window to theourside world,and a
channel of communications o their

Nepal Embassy in Bangkok, or
lobbying with the government in
Kathmandu to sign

ascorrection homes rather than
punishment s reflected in their
inability to bring Nepalis back,”
hetold s,

“The government does noteven
know how many Nepalis thereare in
foreign jils. Ministry of Forcign
Affaisissued a circular o all Nepali
embassicsto send their tallcs of
inmates, but chere s no total yet.
One-year-old data atthe ministry
shows that there were 54 Nepalisin
three Thai ails. Another figure
shorws hat 104 Nepalswerearested
on

Nealywoycrsaficrhatsiory  familes back home. ey i Thalind.Aciviss

came out, Chandraand Jivan are il fisareired thatifthe N orth
inglif consulant embassyin y

Central Prison. lis h: d by d has decided to more interest, there is enough

been caughtsinc, and herearenow
20 other Nepali there including
several women. Among the s one
who used to be married toa
German. He got rid of her by
framing herin a drug scam, and
ran off with a Thai woman,
Conditionsarcbad: mealsof
what Thaiscal “dogice” (ow grade

devote his lfe o helping prison
inmates from Nepal. He fellinlove
with Nepal duringa rek, and has
visited many times. Once ona trek
hesawasign thatsaid: “Don’t
change Na e Npal e

goodwillfor some of the Nepalis to
geton the Thai king’s pardon ls

The Thaiauthoris don'tscem
towanc

international airports since 1999
alone, 40 of them were in Bangkok.
Jivan Thapa’s brother Sanad has
been given the run around by
various ministries in Kathmandu in
s effrc o bring isbrother back.
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Infact, he suspects

andhave been tryingto workout
ways tosend them back. A draft

tryingto mak pleofthe

prisoners in Thailand so others are

dissuaded from going abroad.
Nengli embosieoand

you Th
says ucfully: “That did i for me,
nowlam rpped.

proposal for extradition was sent to
the Foreign Ministry in 2000. No
oncin the minisry e spoke o had

offices are no help. Deputy Chicfof
Protocol YN Paudelwho has

ed from the embassy

their families don’t

3 b by mail wich recendy

nated water, and suffy som:nf vsited the (hepmpmal Mmmry\pnknman in Pakistan saysthere are Nepalis
Iways ab ' lsmgjmng'l‘hz GyanCl hasafuine  therewhol y completed

degrees. Everything has o be bough mﬂecnonrhauherewelesomc cheirail terms, but they scll can’c

fiom h and they berweenthe twosides  retum b

dothing e Inmitesaydngs haveroshoutatcachotherobeherd.  on epataton rocedurs, bt have dhe money for theticket. And

and sexarealso available: “Ifyou can Paksvasin Kathmanduis

pay you can buy.”
Basic necessiies can be bought

families

doesn'tremember what they

prisonersin Nepal. “During my

Atthe National Human Rights

the embassy tsclfdoesn’t have
budgerline for eparriation
airfars,

Name Sentence Years served
INBANGKWANG PRISON
Nuree Sherpa 50 10
OmB Gurung life 9
Iman Gurung ? 2
Jivan Thapa life 9
Chandra Rai life 9
Puskar KC (Nima) 50 9
Singh B Tamang life 2
Robin Gurung life 2
Lok B Tamang life 2
Wangel Ghale life by
Santhosh Gurung 3 Y
Raj Gurung o il
Raj Kumar Gurung % 10
Mangal Gurung % 10
Ram Bahadur Lama E [
Man Ghaley % 10
‘Gaman Gurung ] 10
INLARD YAO PRISON
Arun Kumar Tamang ? 2
Beg Bahadur Tamang 2 2
Dhan Bahadur Tamang ? 2
Ram S 2 2
Ram Bahadur Tamang 2 2
Ms Bishnu Kumari Bista life 9
s Deviaki Bista
(Bishnu life 9
Ms Kanchhi Kumalni 2 2
Mis Kanchhi Sherpani 2 2
Pasong Lamu von den Steinen ? 2
IN KLONG PREM PRISON
Hem Prasad Fabangi 6 3
For more information:
W net
wwwcorrectgoth
Mailing address:
(Nameof prisoner) (Nameof prisoner)
Bangkwang Central Prison Lard Yao Prison
1 Nomhabun Road 33-3 Ngamvongyan Road
uan Yai Charuchak
Nond'mhun 11000 Thailand Bangkok 10900 Thailand

HERE AND THERE

Private eye on the

at the moment. And no, it's not consumer choice, the latest films or

T here are advantages—a few—to being west ofthe Suez, as 1 find myself

the aste of b, although I must
pleasant, No, ke being where [am ac
var

ufmfurmmun and comment in the

confess the latter is somewhat
the moment because of the rich

Sometimes legislation is superfluous. All

you need i

s an irreverent magazine

Britih press—casily and
lively of the world's newspaper senes.

My first porc of call, of a morning in
London or Liverpool,is the old aichful
Guardian. Unique among the major
newspapers of the world, the Guardian isa non-
profit organisation, run by a charitable trust and
charged by the trustces with a mission o afflct

pled supportrsoflsac.But the G
reporting manages to be both hard-hi
sensible. It Fmds facts, looks at them
OFalsons—be heylovers ofte sppaling sportof
fox-hunting in Britain,or the apostlesof purist
marku forces inallvalks of e
janscory of the

i\

by DANIEL LAK

ress '

1995 cvenomperaing e ofwsprs o ormer Ygodaria
ited N The

p
the Pcnmgnn (nnpﬂa(lng with Iran—partof the “axis of exil” Lt ime |
checked—to help the Bosnians. The CIA and Britsh inteligence were
decply wary of the whole thing and chose nor o getinvolved. The Penta-
gon'sown Defense Incelligence Agency ran the operation.

Onnow to The Independent,a newspaper founded in the 1980s tolive
up toits nameand to shun the usualfodder of Fleet Street, home of the
British pres. There I read an unbelievable counterpoint to the Pentagon-al-
Qacda tory. Even as France digests the shocking resul of ts general
clction, the people o the French republic,snap up a il rome that
purpors o xphin th ncire 11 September cpisode s uncion of the odd

merican Th

the comfortableand comfort theafficted. Thar'
che way all journalism should be, but sn't.
American newspapers—even the best o them—
sttivet0a painstakingy ridiculous degee for
wm:’[hmg called “objectivity”. What that means in
practice i that reporters and editors go to ridicu-
lous lenghs o find the centre of any argumentand
hen hover there like broken helicopters, shifing
cverrightwards s fanatics and politcians move the
goalpostsfrom their end towards the erswhile
centre. Ask Ariel Sharon or George W Bush just

dnqulmng, however. Amid the furore last week at
the resignation of the Dutch government—ficed
with an official report detaling Holland's complicity
in the massacre of thousands of Bosnian Muslimsat
Stebrinica in 1995— Guardian reporters uncover
even more horrendous information. The Dutch
report on Srebrinica is aslong as any encyclopac-
dia, and ts authors had unprecedented access to
their country's intelligence information from the
1990s.So detcrmined were the Dutch, appar-
enty, toget to thebb

according o The Independe bomband nota plane destroyed

offices and killed workers at the Pentagon on that horrible day last year. A
series of photographs of the alleged impactarea are an invitation to readers
ospot debris or evidence thatan aircraf fll of fuel crashed into the walls
ofthe world's lrgest ofice buikling. The Independentdismisss the ook
as French consp g but there’s more than a hintin the paper's
one that there e till things that we “necd to know”.

And inally the Cumberland Timescatches my eye, alocal paper ofthe Lake
Distictin northern England. The banner headline here provesthatsanty rigns
somevhere,thatpeoplear pesce an gt hie prioiessight.“Fumiure Sore
wCl

Srebrinica
Buricd deep within the report s the
reclrion hat he American Defense Deparment

how useful that sort of behaviour can be.
Nosuch scruples are found at the Guardian. Not
hat the paper pushes polemic, far fromi. Its

blaming the Americans. Yet.
Now ' ofto the pubwith a copy of Privare Eye,the world s greatest
deflcer § rofesi Jearnal iy

commentary pages scethe with all easonable sdes of wained al-Qacda-relared jihadi
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Letter from Bangkwang

The following letter was written by Puskar KC, who is serving a 50 year jail sentence
in Bangkok’s Bangkwang prison with 12 other Nepali inmates.

Dear Editor,

I am writing you this letter in the hope that something can be done
about us Nepalis in foreign jails. | also hope to be able to warn other
Nepalis not to make the mistakes | did that landed me in Bangkwang
Prison in Thailand.

My home is in Gonga Bu, and the reason my English is good is
because | did my high school in Kalimpong. In 1991 when | returned
to Kathmandu, | got into bad company of neighbours who smoked
and got drunk regularly. My mother wasn't very happy with my new
friends, and she was sad that my younger brother was following
in my footsteps.

She asked me o get a job so | would stay away from my “goonda”
friends. | got a job with a hotel in Thamel to pick up guests at the
airport, then | got promoted to receptionist. | quit because | couldn't take
leave when | wanted. | was back on the streets.

One day my mom asked e if I would like to go to Bangkok for a
few weeks with some people who are into handicraft and jewelry
exports. | didn't even have a passport, but they fixed it all for me.
Bangkok was great, | enjoyed the nightlife and it was easy to forget my
girl-friends in Kathmandu.

A few days later, the guys who brought me here told me we were
leaving for Jakarta. We got to the airport and | was handed a bag
‘which they said contained gifts for their Indonesian friends. | did not
suspect anyihing because they had been so nice to m

The customs officer tore that luggage apart, and brought out three
big plastic bags with white powder. | turned around to see where my
friends were, but they had disappeared. | was charged with trying to
smuggle heroin and sentenced to 50 years. The Nepal Embassy was
nowhere, and | did not get a fair trial. | was sent to this maximum
security prison, where | met many other Nepalis with
similar stories to mine.

| cursed my own stupidity and my fate. | have now
been here eight years. Now, let me describe to you the
conditions here. Unlike the other inmates, we don't get
proper ireatment because our government and embassy

does not care for us. Our daily meals are rotten, we - —-—

don't get enough food. We work for other prisoners just
to earn some pocket money. We live here with 7,000
murderers and drug addicts, they don't understand
English, we survive on Rs 20 a day donated by charita-
ble people, and never know where our next meal is
coming from. Our belongings are constantly being stolen,
we bathe in water that gives us rashes, we don't see
the vaguest display of human warmth and goodness
around us. We are chronically depressed, and some-
times feel we are going mad.

In the past few years, many more Nepali brothers
and sisters have joined us here and their stories are
identical to mine. They have been betrayed, cheated,
or dumped by the middlemen who promised jobs in
Japan. There are 12 of us here, and 100 more in other
Jails in Bangkok. This jailis for prisoners with 30
years and above.

Prisoners from other countries are transferred back to their
countries because their country has an extradition treaty. But not
Nepal. There are some of us who have already spent 20 years
here. That s a lot of time for a stupid thing we did accidentally

when we were young

As far as | know, two Nepalis have already died here and four
others (including myself) have TB. Our families in Nepal are praying
night and day for us. Through this letter, we would like our sarkar to
take some fime to get us out from here. The Thai sarkar is ready to
have an extradition treaty with Nepal, but our sarkar is not taking any
interest. If there is a treaty, we can go to Nepal and complete our
sentence in a Nepali jail. At least if we are in Nepal we can get support
from our families. Whoever reads this letter, please put pressure on the

Nepal sarkar to bring us home.

We made mistakes. We were young and stupid. And
unscrupulous peaple took advantage of our innocence.
Allthese years in jail has taught us a lesson. We are
now eager and willing to change ourselves for a better
tomorrow. Our parents are getting older, and we took

the risk of going abroad so we could earn money for

them. Ourimprisonment has pained them greaty, and
we deeply regret with sorrow what we did.
There is nothing for us here. Our biggest fear is

leave this earth

that Nepali society may not accept us back. But we
are determined to earn our self-respect and help our
country. Many of us here are sick, and we don't
want to die here. We want to come home and have a
meal or two of alu-chiura and dal bhat before we

My message to young Nepalis is to be smart and
never to be tempted by the promise of instant riches,
and never fall into this trap. This is a dead end.

Dear editor, thank you very much for your precious
time and for printing my letter. It means a lot o us.

Sincerely yours
Puskar KC (iNimai)

€ main tr

from Tppl

The most recent incident that
got the most publicity because it
went out on the internet was the
mass-extortion of money from three
expeitons bound for Makalu. On 5
April five heavily-armed Maoists
carying grenades and ries came
into their camps in the village of
Sedua three days north of
Tumlingtar and demanded Rs
5,000, cameras, binoculars and
altimeters. After some discussion,
they setled for Rs 10,000 per

member. An email from Makalau
base camp by American climber R
D Caughron said Swiss and
Spanish expeditions were also
forced to pay up.

“The Trekking Agents Associa-
tion of Nepal (TAAN) said in a
statement: “To collect money from
tourists, the few that are stil coming
despite the current situation, will
further undermine the future of
Nepal's tourism.” It demanded that
the Maosts return the money to
the expedition.

Security sources say Maoist

miltia who have been pushed to
higher alitudes because of miltary
operations in the valley could be
getting desperate for funds and
therefore forced to rob tourists.

Most trekking agencies in
Kathmandu have been hit doubly
hard. Not only have they suffered
from a decline in bookings, but
they have also been victims of
extortion from their Kathmandu
offices. “The publicity from
trekkers being robbed is going to
hit us even more,” admitted one
trekking agent.

Expedition organisers have
been pulling back from vulnerable
areas i recent years. Highland
Excursions, which handles largely
Australian trekkers says it has seen a
50 percent decline, and has pulled
out of Dolpo, Manaslu, Humla and
most recently from the
Kangchenjunga area, “We'll have
to lay of staff, or even close down,
if current trends continue” says
Uma Khakurel of Highland
Excursions.

Khakurel considers herself
fortunate that none of her groups or
quides have been confronted by
Maoists, so far. “We just advise our
quides to keep to main trails and
avoid confrontation.” She is now
directing her tourists to the
Annapurna and Everest regions,

Ang Tshering Sherpa, chairman
and managing director of Asian
“Trekking, which currently has more
than half-a-dozen climbing groups
in Nepal and nearly two dozen in
Tibet, has gone out of his way to
make the best of things. “One has to
o to the source. Go and meet
clients in their home countries and
tell them the facts—that there is a
problem but so far no tourists have
been hurt. Relying on correspond-
ence, email, and news reports, which
sometimes exaggerate realy, doesn't
help.” Sherpa acknowledges that
apart from appealing to the Maosts,
goverment, and political parties,
there's little else one can do.

We may yet tum m\u a nauon ol hounty hunters The guvemmem has
offered rewards ranging from one to five million rupees for anyone who
nabs or helps nab top Maoist leaders. Informants providing information
that leads to the arrest of any of those named are to get half the prize
money, security and jobs. The govermment said it wil give Rs 5 million
for the killng or capture of Pushpa Kamal Dahal, alias Maoist Party
Chairman Prachanda, Dr Baburam Bhattarai, the architect-tumed-
Maost-ideclogical head of the underground “people’s government’,
and Mohan Vaidya, alias Kiran, one of the party's most senior leaders.
Second rung leaders such as Posta Bahadur Bogati, alias Diwakar,
Nanda Kishor Pun, alias Pasang, Krishna Bahadur Mohara, alias Amar
Singh and CP Gajurel, alias Gaurav will each [ -

fetch Rs 3.5 million, dead or alive. The
government has fixed a reward of Rs 2.5
million each for Maoist central committee
members and one million each for local
level commanders and platoon chiefs.

The government has also fixed rewards
for Maoist weapons—General Purpose
Machine Guns (GPMGs), 40 mm rocket
launchers and 81 mm mortars will fetch Rs
400,000 each. Light Machine Guns (LMGs),
Rs 200,000, self-loading rifles (SLRs) Rs
100,000, Enfield 303 rifles and sub-machine
quns Rs 75,000 and factory-made pistols and
revolvers Rs 25,000.

Note printing

The state Mint has decided to purchase a securiy-printing machine to
print bank cheques and postal stamps in Nepal. Offcias say they expect
this to save the Exchequer over Rs 140 milion a year in printing bils
Once the machine arrives, in about six months, all bank cheques, postal
stamps, and VAT and income tax stckers can be printed n the country.
Sakurai, a Japanese company, manufactures and selis the machine for
close to Rs 20.3 millon, excluding VAT and import tax. Currently,
chequebooks of the state-1un banks are printed in India and postal
stamps in Austria. Passports, currency notes and airplane tickets will
continue to be printed abroad. But none of this will happen before the
Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) com-
pletes investigations on a complaint filed it it alleging iegularties
in the purchasing process.

Textbhooks in English

The Janak Education Materials Centre will begin publishing English-
language textbooks in all subjects taught in grades five through 10. This
is part of a government effort to wean away English-medium schools
from using course books published privately in Nepal of imported from
India. The Education Regulation postulates uniformity in textbooks
used by public and private schools, but the state-run Janak Education
Material Centre has until now been unable to publish textbooks in
English.

Last gag 0tookaRs
200,000 bribe. Pokhara-based industrialist Hari Prasad Pandey, minister
for commerce and water resources in the UML's 1995/96 minority
government, walked to the Chief District Officer's office on 23 April to
file a graft case against himself. CDO Tika Ram Aryal refused to register
the complaint saying his office didn't have the mandate to deal with
that type of complaint. But Pandey is not backing off—he has mailed
his complaint.

By law, the CDO cannot reject a complaint sent through registered
mail. He either has to act on it or forward it to the concerned investigat-
ing authority. In a 42-page confession, Pandey says he amassed wealth
through illegal practices and misuse of authority when he was a minister
of state. His long list of “economic crimes” he claims to have inflicted
against the ‘motherland” include bribing officials, laundering money
and evading taxes. He has also declared his net worth—Rs 47.7
‘million—and wants the government to take Rs 10 million to allow him to
repent. He has requested that Rs 20.14 million be left for the education
of s five daughters, al of whom ae studying to become doctors.
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Give and take

Getting tough on corruption is good. But who
watches the watchdog?

smymgpku,Up«dh)ﬁi‘ ‘ssuggesion  ourcurrent poliy ! back
I drawup  exisenceof ol paris ey breachof i gh
deof cond heavil ashinflows, we e wichin th y. This
l b y  amangement
Adniely,youcan'tespocfvcfims - of asingundswibourvennaring - bashosh tough Nolegs]auonor
ing for ) Foralotof
by Knows wh Nepali,the fund desof  allowedwout kenof
kind offac i spprecaion. anm:d|mg,wtn:ed
areready tobear. Theglobal d roblem. Is the profligacy of the
sions o thisdilemmashould prove  poliical class. ourselves of our humanity: Fyou
instructive. Afer the Pais-based “Thisi I kea disi
e  Cooncra: dpoliicshasundersiandibly  egalor
tonand Developmentameupwith  constricted the CIAA's room for advance payments s grat andafer-
its Convention on Combating manoeuvre, Nevertheless the ionsas i
Bribery, mmission any peopl Y
lav acts ofbribery TakethelaudaAir  granting the CIAA the authoriy to
by nationalsand jesabroad forinstance. By scrutinise ministerial policy decisions,
L thesomil ool demarlinemillonsinbond henew legishcion di
d i dactheoddestofhours,the
hilethe CIMA icism for centof

inarms over the double whammy.
First, chey lost their ax deductions for

defining moments. Not because

years—which normaly oversac ast
Jecions The

fthe depravity

.tcbm.mmgwmcpuu the
peopl

businessabroad. Now they havc o

most.F

mpecewi

arbitrariness. But look at the subtext.
here. Icither man had managed to
e thatsum, wouldn't that have
been kindof slfincriminacing?
Juscby drawingupa duly

negation of the pnn(lpa] gainofthe
People’s Movementof 1990—the
suptemacy ofleced representatves of
dhe people. Will the CIAA commis-
sionersbecmboldencd tore-wrie he

legislati p dcoveruptoa the takeif there weren' palims. using ¥ ligy? Alotwould

sharper teeth to the anti-vice watch- decade, if both 1 2 Ne h Thcpm,",g,d\m\g.ng;nf pricel P
dog, Norbecause of the intra- out their full erm. By secking torelax y d . B then, heis b and peccadilloes of th

& y wiggered b that proviso by a year, however, our  noryourordinary or 'Dunng\hchm publiclife. Politicians and administra-  Tewouldn' take long, though, for those:
the Upper ridm edior asallowing  someoncat the forcr \hsuadc arsof the panck sthere  torswould nolonger be the prime: tempted toslap gagorders on certain
in vilation ofthe d d kback leard d T hbad iesto discover i
|o\wrd|mbkrd1uug}\(thqalrmdv publiclife whil brigade during th l‘)SSrS)Waruf dabribe. Thetolerance fati I
had setin concrete. The real atrition with welost,you  level for the former M the CIAA'sab hority, &
story wasin Birganj, where Surya Theeff wouldn't dUpadhyayato

Nath Upadhyaya, chicfofthe

the house of elders, a full-ti

cnd up playinga lading parcin

Commisionforthe vsigtonof  businssman whenth
buscof Authority cxhorted the hibenasi tion. During st yar's wrfwar
woffer panicsinwh beaween the Aromey Generals Offce
bureaucrars. hasl hird ownership and the CIAA over Indian banknotes
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Standing up to spinal injuries

HEMLATA RAI

spinal injury changed Nancy Sherpa's lfe. Once
an athlete and ‘very active mom", She now has to
watch every move she makes, even the small
ones we take for granted. “Nothing i black and
white in spinal injury. Even if your problem is revers-
ible, the process is painfully slow and frustrating,” she
explains. Stil, Nancyis lucky. She drives, works

at her trekking office and has a very
supportve family

Victims such as Sherpa,
families affected by the injury of
amember, as well s profession-
als, all came together on 7 April
1o open the Spinal Injury Sangha
Nepal, and the Sangha’s first
venture, the Spinal Injury
Rehabiltation Centre at Jorpati.
The centre was opened by Sir
Edmund Hillary, who has seen
many spinal injury victims use his
two charitable hospitals in Solu
and Khumbu.

This is the first operation of
its kind in Nepal. While there are
private and public hospitals that
treat such injuries, so far as they
can be, there is nowhere victims
can go to learn how to live with
them. The Centre seeks to
provide patients vith specialised
care, support and counselling. In
addition, they will be taught skils
and given information and
education that wil help them
remain active to the best of their

in Nepal. A disproportonate number of people suffer

injures to the spine from falls endured while collecting
fodder,following livestock on ciffs or ransporting
consumables on precipitous trals. With the spread of
the road network, there has been a sharp increase in
spinal trauma from road accidents.

Women are the iorst-affected. “The underprivi
leged social status of women is a factor in making

them victims of spinal injuries and the trauma that
follows—women are given dangerous taskslike
collecting fodder from tree tops, and families arent

m condition
other spinal injury patients

abilties. *Counseling is as important as treatment.

Patients need mental support to lead a normal life”
says Dr Anil Shrestha, technical director of the Centre.
“Every seriously injured person needs this. ' glad
1 can help other traumatised people accept their new
physical condition and keep up with the business of
living,” says Goma Dulal, who lost ll movement to
juvenle theumatoid arthrts over 20 years ago. At the
Centre Dulal will counsel people like Narayan Yadav, a
quadriplegic. Before meeting vith a road accident,
Yadav was a cook and the breadwinner for his five
children and wife. “When you are traumatised and
mentally weak, the enire world looks gloomy, he told

capacily.
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us from his bed at the Centre
A rural lfestyle and diffcultterrain together make
lfe difficult for spinal trauma victims and their families

enthusiastic about providing
them treatment," says Pradeep
Dhungana, a physiotherapist with
the Ryeler Cheshire Home at
Jorpati. Spinal trauma victims
visiting his centre are mostly
married women between the ages
of 16 and 20, normally victims of
falls.

Life for sunvivors, already
made difficult by their new
impairments, is made worse by
the lack of basic knowledge and
rehabilitation facilities. Fifteen-
year-old Dil Maya Tamang of
Kavre told us that when her injury
resulted in paraparesis, worse
than her pain and disabily were
comments from neighbours:
having this kind of handicap at
such a young age, they said, Dil
Maya was better off dead.

Says Kanak Mani Dixit
president of the Sangha. “Our
attempt i to reverse this fatalistic
atitude and concenirate on

e

improving the quality of life of people who have
suffered life-changing spinal injuries.” Dixit himself
broke his neck in a trekking accident two years ago,
and survived miraculously.

The Centre, run enirely by qualified Nepali
nurses, physiotherapists and health assistants, will have
separate male and female wards, a physiotherapy unit
and an occupational therapy unit. It has already
started with four live-in patients, and will provide
rehabilitation care for up to 30 individuals, as well as
outpatient support, once it starts operating to full

www.himalmag.com/spinalinjury,
spinalinjurynepal @hotmail.com

EA
Honda’s here

Last week the Syakar Company le whlch bnngs Hondatown
cars to Nepal, launched its state-of-the-art showroom, sales and
spares facilty at Dhobighat, The site also has space for
customers to test drive Hondas before buying them. Syakar
currently offers four models: Honda City, 1300 cc, manual, full
option. Price tag: Rs 2.13 millon. Honda Civic, 1500 cc,
manual, full option at Rs 2.48 million. Honda Accord, 2000 cc,
full option, automatic is going for Rs 3.98 million. Honda CRV,
2000 cc, full option, automatic comes for Rs 3.8 million.

Sunrise Homes

Closeé on the heelsof oiher dévelopers, the MS Group launched a new housing schéme ast week within the Ring
Road in Lalitpur The housing scheme offes flts as well as semi-detached homes, and payment options
including cash down and instalment plans. The prices range from Rs 1.6 milion to Rs 3.76 milion. The upper
end gets you 1,930 sq t of space divided into three bedrooms, a liingldining room, family lounge, kichen,
puja enclosure, store, three toflets and a separate room and toiet for the housefold help. The fim assures

buyers that other services lie water, electriciy, etc il be taken care of.

Fibre-optic backhone

Nepal and India have agreed to lay down a fibre-optic cable along the east-west Mahendra Highviay across fhe
entire length of Nepal. Under the agreement, signed on 13 April, India willpay for the project, which is esti-
mated to cost Rs 1.34 billion and will be undertaken jointly by the Nepal Telecommunication Corporation and
the Telecommunications Consultants India Limited (TCIL), and is expected to be completed within two years

afer construction begirs.

Remote subsidies

The Ministry of Culure, Tourism and Ci

aton fas app

The kitt is to be used to compensate the losses airlines will incur because of the new discounts. Flights covered |
by the new rule are Thamkharka, Bhojpur, Tumlingtar, Lamidanda and Rumjhatar and Phaplu from Biratnagar;
those flying from Pokhara to Manang; and those from Nepalgunj to Chaurjhari, Dolpa, Bajhang, Bajura, M "
Simikot, Jumla and Salleri. The fiights from Surkhet to Jumla, and Dhangadi to Bhajang and Bajura also

qualify.

Nepali Samsonites

Samsonite Nepal is planning to set up a manufacturing facility in Nepal to serve the Indian market, and take
advantage of the free-trade regime the South Asian Preferential Trading Agreement
(SAPTA) promises. The company made the announcement while launching two new
productslast week, the Crusair, an upright that can be pushed and pulled in three ways
and the Flite, which the company claims is the lightest hard-sided luggage. The company

also plans to open a retail franchise showroom on New Road.

‘a package to subsidise domesfic
o remote airfilds. The plan is to take $4 from every mountain fight ticket, $2 from every other passenger and
two percent from the income of every domestic charter. The government requires aiflines to provide a 25

percent discount to local passengers flying main routes, and an extra 25 percent to those flying remote routes. . o 9

ECONOMIC

D uring this Nepal bandh the
Beed noriced vehice plying
the strects with theirlcense
phtes covered. Some more imaginative
tiders pasted on signs prockiming
their “Freedom to Ride”. The drivers
did thisasinsuranceagainst trouble,
immediateand fuure, from the
organisrsofthebandh. Theauthori

Peace

Talk is cheap. Real peace isn't.

by ARTHA BEED

Prithvi Narayan
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“We are part of the problem and we are

teady to make 2

Nepali Times: What
Suraj Vaidya: The situation is not gnod There is also lack of poliical
commitment. There have been many changes in goverment, which has
affected continuity. Al top political leaders visit the Federation of
Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FNCCI) and give the
impression that everything is under control. But poliical parties have yet to
agree on a common economic agenda. We tend to wait until the last
minute, we make on-the-spot decisions in times of crisis and crisis-Solutions
are never good over the long run,

How can confidence be restored?

y. The FNCCI is worried
about the eventual outcome of what i happening now. The army is
mobilised, nobody knows for how long. We don't know if all politcal parties
have the same agenda. The leaders must st down and produce results. We
hear they are talking, but what are they talking about: poltics or the
national interest? We'd like to see politcal leaders come together and say
this is our single joint agenda. If that happens, | am sure that 50 percent
that the Maoist problem can be solved. The remaining 50 percent can
then be taken up. We're unable to say what will happen tomorrow. We've
met all polcal partes, big and smal. We said: this is a national crisis, if
you don't handle it right, nobody knows what will happen in another six
months.

So we lack stability and focusO
Yes. There is also no vision and continuiy.

How are businesses coping?
Personally | tink 11 September and th criss w face are opporunites o
ook at what we h , what
problems are. The FNCCI has begun working (o that end. We're rying fo
create an environment where all say: we are business people, we want to
make profits, but we also realise that we need to give something back to
society. We have formed an ethics committee because the FNCCI thinks
business people have to come out and say we are corrupt. But it is the.
system that has made us so, because without that you cannot get anything
done. I'm talking about corruption at all levels. We accept that we are
cormupt, but also say that corruption doesn't begin and end with us. There is
another party to it. The Confederation of Indian Industry (CIl) has a code
on, say, donations to politcal parties. We are trying to agree on something
similar and ask government for tax-deductions on such contributions. These
are very basic issues, but can have a big impact if we begin enforcing
them. We will have a roundtable in June and present our assessment on

erence.”

the causes of corruption to government. We are part of the problem and
we ate ready to make a diference.

Whatabout labour issues?
When [ began working ww\h trade unions | didn't know how complex the
siuaton was and The the

the only reason they
cant make emp\cyees permanent is because our labour law s very pro-
‘employee. Business has to be flexible, be able to make quick decisions.
We need to have a clear understanding on flexibility in hiing. | don't talk
of firing because that is where the problems begin. Internationally, the ILO
has rules on termination of employees. We agree on the need to protect
workers'rights, butindustry problems also need to be considered, espe-
cially i difficult times such as now. We are working out good management
practices based on the Global Compact. We're also working on eliminating
the worst forms of child labour from industry in 11 districts.

Would you make new investments now?
Even now | am putting up tea factories in remote areas. But my way of
thinking has changed. My first factory was 100 percent family owned. The
second project s different—Ive given 40 percent shares to local farmers,
kept 40 percent and given 20 percent to my buyer. | think we need to
change stiategy and get people involved,

Howis tea doing?
Nepal produces about 10 milion kg each year. About 90 percent of that is
CTC grown n the tarai. CTC growers have a problem because we haven't
been able to fulfl domestic demand locally. Tea coming from India is
displacing our producers. Our production cost is high, which drives up the
final product cost. India has protection in the form of high tarifs and
taxes; we need to at least counter the Indian measures, protect our
industy. Tea takes five years to begin giving back in the hlls and three
years in the plains. Our farmers have no incentives or subsidies to sustain
themselves during that period. Stl, we can realise our tremendous
potential in tea if government were to review the tariffs, taxes and
domestic incentives. Last year we produced about 700,000 kg of orthodox
(hil) tea, this year we should reach about a million kg. By 2005 we may
reach 2.5 milion kg

Whatis the potential for orthodox tea?
Compared to Darjeeling tea we have a better fragrance. There are two
types of bushes that produce good teas, the Assam variety, and the China
clone. In the hlls we use the China bush which has better aroma and

-
Suraj Valdya is 'presidelgt of the Vaidya’s

rganisation of Industries and Trading Houses
that is largely involved in trading and
manufacturing. Nepali Times spoke with Vaidya,
whois also a vice presuient of the FNCCI, about
corruption, the investment climate, and the
potential for new products from Nepal.

lighter colour. Sixty percent of tea sold as Darjeeling s of the Assam
variety. In Nepal we have 99 percent China clone tea, the variety the world
is interested in. From that point of view we're is a good shape. We have
been buiding niche markets, Germany, Japan and US and the potential is
good.

Youtalk about tea as one would expect you to about Toyota cars. How
did the change come about?

Before the 1989/90 blockade with India, my family was involved in many
products. During the blockade we were forced to run our industries on 10
ftres of diesel a day, which was when we changed our strategy. We realised
that our advantage would be in areas where we didn't depend on the
outside for raw materials. We sold our shares in many industries and got
involved in tea. I'm also looking at silk, garlic and olives. These are areas
we should be investing in. With these products you need investment, care,
and time. You need to be part of the product. With tea, | have realised that
your heart must be in i, to enjoy it and grow with the venture. This was why
it was easy to shift from Toyota to tea. We have invested about Rs 70
milion already and another 30 millon is in the pipeline.
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The Favorites
_ Argentina

+ Very talented squad with depth and
_ excellent qualifying campaign
- Lack of a solid central defence
After an emphatic qualifying performance and a convincing 1-0 away
gainst Germany last week, the Albiceleste
have emerged as the biggest favourites to take
the World Cup this June. Colombia coach
Francisco Maturana said of the then runaway
group leaders: “Itis hell playing against
Argentina.”

Maturana's assessment is understandable
when you consider the likes of Batistuta,
Lopez, Veron, Aimar and Zanetti all superstars
in their respective clubs. The Argentines have so
much talent, they could probably field two teams
that would be serious contenders for the fitle.

The only question is whether they can replicate
their past performances in a month's time in
| Japan and Korea, for a FIFA World Cup-
winning coach needs his players to hit form at
the same time, and within the same limited
time frame. Injuries are another worry, but

the sheer depth of this side in attack After being upstaged by bitter South American rivals Argentina, Brazils  Pplayers to Watch: Rivaldo, Ronaldo, Caf’, Roberto Carlos Sunday 09.06.02 1215 Mexico vs Ecuador perfect combination Milan's Rui Costa who will be decisive to
. ‘and defence means he Argentnes Incheon 1445 Costa Rica vs Turkey could be coach the Portuguese campaign. Like Figo, Rui
= have almost everything going for Yokohama 17:15  Japan vs Russia Giovanni Trapattoni's biggest Costa has the ability to take an entire game

them, including the young prodigies,
Aimar and Saviola.
Argentina's main weakness, however, lies in

central defence. Coach Marcelo Bielsa needs to
decide who is going to partner Roma's Walter Samuel. There is veteran
Nestor Sensini, who is nearing the end of his career and is not exactly
blessed with speed. Roberto Ayala is dominant in the air, but he some-
times commits the mistake of holding onto the ball too often.

Players to watch: Pablo Aimar, Javier Saviola, Claudio Lopez,
Juan Sebastian Veron

If Les Bleus can recapture the defensive solidity that won them the
World Cup in '98, and break forward with the devastating fluidity that
saw them lift the Euro 2000 crown, they will be a difficult side to beat
this time round.
Coach Roger Lemerre has it all at his
disposal: a solid defence, an inspirational
midfield and an efficient attack. Like
Argentina, there is an abundance of talent
in this team, which has dominated the
football world for the last three
years. The French have been
known for their poise in
defence, and that should
not change in the finals,
with Bixente Lizarazu
and Lilian Thuram having
been in top form of late.
And then there is
Zidane. The Real Madrid
star will again be the

France

+ Allround solid team
-Out of form goalkeeper Barthez

team's creative lynchpin, and
the ferocious skills of Arse-
nal's Patrick Vieira can be
supported by a host of defen-
sive or offensive players as the
need arises. The Zidane-Vieira
combination means France

The 2002

Starting 31 May, 32 teams will battle it out in Japan and South Korea in what promises to be the closest FIFA World Cup in
recent years. Nepali Times brings you thi

intro to the luggest global sporting event of the year.

G*;/

M)

Brazil

+0n paper, one of the best attacking forces in
the tournament, lots of experience
- Poor qualifying campaign and defence

run-up to the World Cup this time has been
the shakiest and most uncertain ever. Buta "’ e
‘World Cup without Brazil is unimagi-
# nable, and it's impossible to write off
the four-time world champions, especially
with players lie Rivaldo, Ronaldo and
Ronaldinho playing together.

During qualification, the team was
unrecognisable at times, lacking harmony and
quality. Their unstable defence usually let
them down, and Brazil is not known for its
great goalkeepers either, They pulled them-
selves through and won enough points to
qualify, finally thumping Venezuela 3-0in
the decisive match.

Brazil are Brazil, and will always be
favourites especially in the FIFA
World Cup, which is their arena.

Coach Felipe Scolari possesses

a core of experienced players

capable of fighting for glory in

KorealJapan 2002, including

Marcos, Cafti, Emerson, Carlos, and of

course former World Players of the Year Rivaldo and Ronaldo... but can
they perform as a team?
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Nepal Match
Time

negal
Ireland vs Camemon
Uruguay vs Denmark

Germany vs Saudi Arabia

Croatia vs Mexico

Brazil vs Turkey
Htaly vs Ecuador

Japan vs Bel

Russia vs Tunisia

USA vs Porugal

Germany s lreland

Sweden vs Nigeria

Spain vs Paraguay
Argentina vs England

Korea Republic

Tunis

Belgium

oland

Denmark vs France

ruama

Senegal vs Uruguay
Cameroon vs Gemany
Saudi Arabia vs Ireland.

Em]\and

Costa Rica vs Brazl

Turkey vs China PR
Mexico vs laly

Ecuador vs Croalia

Tunisia

Portugal v

Japan

s 24C=(6)
19DVs 2 G = (8)

About the T ophy

The Word Cup tropl

e ot
designer of the

I I =
problem, especially in attack
Alessandro Nesta, Fabio Cannavaro and Marco Materazzi—ltaly could
defensive pedigree showed in Euro
Italy's other strength is the

+ Vast talent, excellent defence

- Finding the right combination could be a
The biggest strength of the Azzurri is undoubtedly their defence. With
some of the best defenders in the world—veteran Paolo Maldini,
very well win the World Cup simply because no one would be able to
score against them! Their stinginess and
2000, when they let in only three goals in
eight matches.
talent of its squad. How-
ever, choosing the

concern. With so many stars to
choose from, the right combination

will be vital. Certainly a key player r
for the Azzurri will be Francesco

Totti. The Roma maestro was

outstanding last year,
when his club won the -

Scudetto. He has the w

ability o lft the players

around him, and his

passing and commitment are second to none. If combinations are a
‘major problem for Italy, there couldn't be a better person for the job, as
“Trap” is one of the most experienced and successful coaches in
football today.

In attack, Christian Vieri appears to be ltaly's first-choice striker,
butlike Michael Owen, the Inter Milan player is very injury-prone. Also
in the frame are former Juventus team mates Alessandro Del Piero,
Filippo Inzaghi, as well as Roma teammates Vicenzo Montella and
Marco Delvecchio.

Itis obvious there is a plethora of talent, but will too many possibil-
ties undermine the team’s consistency?

Players to watch: Francesco Totti, Alessandro Del Piero,
Vicenzo Montella, Fabio Cannovaro

England

+Ayoung and determined squad that keeps
improving
- Injury proneness, bad defensive record and
likely absence of David Beckham

After a complete revival under Swedish coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson, England have gradually emerged as challengers for the
title. They have been impressive in qualifying, notably against
Germany in Munich where they won 5-1. England may have been
thrashing their opponents in the pre-World Cup friendlies, but their
defensive shakiness could show against the likes of
Argentina and Nigeria, whom they
joinin Group F.
England is also a young team
that seems yet to reach peak
form, even with prolific striker

36 cm high, mdfiﬂ of solid

ar 20! The
Gazzaniga de-
pi

e the figures of two athlet
nt FIFA World Cup Trophy cannot be

e that it shall remain FIFA's own
orld Cup winners retain it il the ne
a, gold-plated rather than solid gold

tournament

Portugal

+Very talented midfield led by Figo and Rui
Costa, excellent qualifying run
- Finishing has been a problem due to

inefficient attack

Portugal have been called the Brazil of Europe, and the current genera-
tion of young Portuguese players had a brilliant run in Euro 2000, only to
be stopped by Zidane's golden goal penalty in the semi-final. Portugal
have been in excellent form over the past few years, and topped their
difficult qualifying group which included Ireland and The Netherlands. The
latter will not be playing in Japan and Korea
after failing to qualify.

Everyone knows what Luis Figo can
do—his incredible dribbling and runs can
turn any game around. However it is AC

into his own hands and has done so many
times with his former club Fiorentina. The
question is whether he can perform as
consistently for his national side.

Portugal also play arguably the most
attractive football of any European side,
their fluid midfield passing combination has
left most of their opponents out of the
game. But the team tends to crowd the
midfield attimes, and sometimes doesn't
use its possession effectively enough—
their only major problem is inefficiency in
scoring goals despite dominating posses-
sion. This could be a cause for concern
especially in world class maiches where
every opportunity counts.

Although Portugal lack the more “complete” squads of their llustrious
rivals, their recent performances give you the feeling that they will create
ahuge impression this year on the world stage.

Players to Watch: Luis Figo, Manuel Rui Costa, Sergio
Conceicao

i Saturday 290602  Daegu 1645  L(AB)vsL(CD) Michael Owen scoring very consist-

i:l‘,ya\h:\futﬁhjg"\‘: fr:: fg"ﬁ.":;"egm, Sunday 300602 Yokohama 1645 W (AB) vs W (CD) ently. Another big blow is the injury to

While Lemerre faces selection headaches that many of his peers David Beckham who may or may not fully
would love to have, the current French side does show a certain Group A Group B Group C Group D recover in time for the tournament. Having
weakness in central defence. Laurent Blanc’s retirement from the » said that, E';‘H'a"d ShWEdthW well they
international scene paved the way for his Manchester United teammate France Spain Brazil Korea can do wit 0:1 him after thumping
Mikaél Silvestre to oin captain Marcel Desailly i the centre, a pairing that Senegal Slovenia Turkey Poland Paraguay 4-0in Anfield. England have
had trouble containing the talents of Raul in Spain’s 2-1 victory over Uruguay Paraguay China ISA the stuff to have a good run in the
France in March last year. Goalkeeper Fabien Barthez has made several Denmark South Afiica ~ Costa Rica-  Portugal World Cup, k;)uankhﬂrhshonczmlngs
horrific mistakes this past season, and may have to be replaced. may come back to haunt them.
Another major blow is the loss of midfielder Robert Pires due to injury. Group E Group F Group G Group H ol 1o wach: Michael
Lemerre should be able to sort these problems out, but does France still ‘ oayels Da v_l:’a é .khlc ael
have the winning mentality that has brought them glory in the past few Germany Argentina Italy Japan wen, David Beckham
years? Saudi Arabia  Nigeria Ecuador Belgium

Ireland England Croatia Russia

Players to watch: David Trezeguet, Zinedine Zidane, Lilian . >
Thl{ram, Patrick Vieira 9 Tuborg ... Wherever you are. Cameroon  Sytlen Mexico Tunisia T U B 0 R G W H E R E V E R Y A R E
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by HELEN MACK

The Case of Myma Mack

villagers talk of watching “their lnd
hid o waste.”In repordng what she
sawand heard, she becamean enemy
ofthestate—herwork exposed the
babaric policies pracised against he
displaced populations, uncovered the
uuth behind stacactions, and alled
for the restoraton of basic human
tights. Myma's scholaly work made
heran intermal enemy”. On 11
September 1990, as Mymalef her
offce, two men stabbed her 27 imes.
Vinicio Cerezo, head oftareatche
time, atrinformed law enforcement
authoriicsthat Myma was “argeted”
becauseintllgence repors indicated
hather work posed isks for the
counterinsurgency effor.

To recover from its decades-long
insurgency and counter-insurgency
Guatemala needs to confront its past.

So you want to go to Canada?

MONTREAL - Think Canada only wants immigrants with PhDs or
computer degrees? Think again: Butchers and welders are just two
groups that have been admitted into the country recently as one of the.
world's richest nations deals with a shortage of blue-collar workers.
“We've had a lot of people come in the trades areas—welders,
carpenters, metal finishers, machinists, mechanics,” says Gerry
Clement, assistant deputy minister of immigration in the western
province of Manitoba. “Our major source countries have been
traditional areas of immigration, with the Philippines the highest,
followed by Germany, the former Yugoslavia, the Ukraine and China.”
The country has long filed labour shortages with temporary workers
who are permitted eniry only if they already have a job offer and with
the understanding that they cannot apply for permanent residency
once here. In 2000, over 70,000 permits were granted to temporary
workers, a slight increase over the previous peak a dozen years
earlier. Other areas of shortage include construction, engineering,
truck and food services and (PS)

Public goods, private providers
GENEVA- The EU has denied that t seeks to privatise all public
senvices, including water, as stated in confidential documents
attibuted to the bloc that were distributed this week by non-govern-

Internal EU documents, leaked by the NGOs,

Oil diplomacy

China takes on US domination, and

cap\mlx fmm Tripoli o Iehcmn is
China’sinsatiabl b dhirstforo
importersince 1996, Chi
L‘vungulleplumuunlegmz
Tunisiaand Libya, while relyingon
the Middle East forover hlfits
current oil imports. In Tripoli Jiang
attended th if il

ﬁnds new sources for oil.

east Asi 7 Li Yizhong, head

Rent-a-crowd

p
rvez Musharraf i ;
government has been ultra-Sensitve to media critcism of Musharraf's
plan to stay in office through the
vote. Reports have dubbed his
rallies ‘rent-a-crowd and called the
gatherings less than what B-grade
political parties can muster. Last
Sunday, ths tension resulted in
polce boton-charg fumalis
during a pre-refer rally

of Sinopec, China's largestoil firm,
told the Boao Foru for Asia. South-
cast Asian ol issafer, but considered
inferior in quality to thatfrom the
Middle East. Indusry watchers also
believe China mustlook for ss-

between China National Petroleum
Ourpumnun astate-owned Chinese
 the Libyan National Oil

companicsare not firmly cstablished.
InLibys, Nigeiand Tunisi,

Jiang pledged

(‘nm spany, which opened Libya’s oil

presentcd Chi lallyo

fedto Chinesecxloation.Visting
Nigeria—Africa's rgestoil pro-

the Muslim world. The first Chinese
leader ovisic Libya,Jiang visitd the

ducer—] davisifoma yan eader
Chinesrademisionof thousinds  Muamimar Quddaf's davghrerand
of Cl " Alreadythe  some 3, ther I killed

sixth largest il producerin the world,

duringa 1986 US bombingraid
“Amicadestroped icwill

by 50 percent shordy and scll morc
ol dircty o Chi

notsucceed in destroying Libyan
valuesand priniples,” Jiangsaid. He

i
Although Jiangsvisics were spokesuonglyinsupporof he
i dcarcil which Washing-
scripted,they occuramidst rencawed (unha:phudunmlu(uf:uu
tensionsnthe Mide East. Viokece sponsorsoferori:“China i
betwen Istaeland Pl againse itha
loilmarkess  certain nationaliy or eligion.”
d hin's by ks distance Beijing
e theUS impored ol from Washing i
Oof(llnnsc(.'ommunkll’any “waragainst error,Befjing di L heMiddle  figh the ‘axis of vil —Iran, Iraq
chiffang Zeminkforche ith Washingon's misofesl and st astyer Chimaimpored 70— and North Korea Ot frgile
‘togue nation’ forc angs il i hinaand the US
Muhmdammu]sma(wl]lshapc vistsshow har Chinavwill aryon - 36 millon tonncs n 1999, Wich arcin trouble again because of
licy in the coming plomacy th percent,  Washington'sncreasingly public
years. Biing scricism of US 2 d China’ wrise  showof supportfor Taivwan.
“hineserush to he developing world.” says t0 100 million tonnes by 2010, Mainland China regards the

stiatethe country's growingoil and Do Xianggang,a
e o \

i d htjusticein G ks defendants’ Burth contain the petition for privatisation that the EU is to present in the
I Guatemalatobecomeademocracy  12years. In 1993, ex-Sa I led the case. Achieving  judicial refor ed 16yearsago |  negotiations underway at the WTO, say activists. Sources from the
d dthe 1996 Peace Nod deJesi diffcl d h 'WTO and EU denied—though withdiferetevel o emphasis—he
ded ourdecades ong kinghim h hepolicei inated. rds,is sadlysell being debated. possibilty of Mike Moore, WTO direct
civilwar, Butfor Guatemala o truly Y judgeshavebeen h J, witnesses Inname G laisa fledgl Said it was “smply untrue” that the organisation's General Agreement
joy newera, global punished. s i ly  havefled dle. Thave been lity, continues on Trade in Services would “somehow require developing countries to
fforts must help ous y develop dvictory. Hewas pardy harassedand discred ai y hi privatise public services, including water supply.” Anthony Gooch,
the legal, judicial and pol butin ‘meorganised. command and political and economic spokesman for the European Commission’s trade division, stated, “We.
to Guaternal “Terrorworks.So dob conservatives, We lackatruly do not intend requesting that public services be done away with.” The
That istory includes the brutal  higher evel provid for  democraticdlimatewhere criminal intent of the EU reportedly entails privatising allpostal, financial and
1990 murder of my sister, Myrna lyrna’s death defend: d behaviour that th d banking services, the generation and supply of electricity, tourism and
Elizabeth Mack Chang, Atthetime,  mustbesharcd by the menn ch idencean Suppur(ul is prosecuted. Such an telecommunications. (ps)
e ) h ityin Septem: durald I the polccl
savagery ofa 36-year-old civilwarin 1990 My task s to insure thata destroyed, helegl  d dismanl
i gl ey inipeine, | | 1Wreeway development
200,000 Guatemalans. Nowitisan gally their roles in ked o de dd o dh ional b LONDON - A three-year-study has brought out a new development
¥'s unfulf che chill led 0 this many Guatemalan judges who h d model that brings together corporations, governments and communi-
promises. The 12-year judicial lyrna's The Supreme menttojustice. Th | ties. The Tri-Sector Partnership proposal follows an experiment with
jou h d i Courtordered fthese  th dalegal uatemala 30 projects in 20 countries. The projects, carried out by a gmup of
if hi d ch bythe  toward a better, mnrqu:( future. ¢ , NGOs and Busi-
of theold order. Amiliary courcissued  defence through rivolous lawsui (Project Syndicare) ness Partners for Development (BPD), is a move to find a middle path
Ananthropologist, Myrma r theirarrest. In 1999, Still, the struggle has gone from the. between hostility to corporations and absence of private investment.
i ch juds d their trial. In technical, legal, and political (Helen Mack is member of the The approach is based on the idea of pooling the
indigenous Guatemalans forced o Junc 2001 adal: waxmfor the lnal closer toa hearingin the courts. The the Center for Justice and of the three sectors. James Wolfensohn, president of the World Bank,
bandon thei I homesduri presen h he Myrna Mack ional Civil Rights. In which co-sponsored the projects, said: “The currency of community
the worst years of the civil war. She id i individ d doth h 1992, she was awarded the development is not just money; it is knowledge and experience.” An
visited dheard I h y d Right Livelihood Award .) example of the approach is a project in Venezuela's Bolivar state

involving the C: r Dome. The company

OPINION

by JOSEPH E STIGLITZ

Hatd lessons

itsbig bailout policies—all oo
entin Thind, Indoncsi,Kores, i, Brzil and s recendly,

Argenin. Bigbal
hich

(hmr

We can’t let the US bankrupt the
IMF’s new bankruptcy pol

a
built a health centre in partnership with the central government, the
local health authority and an NGO. (ps)

Another man’s freedom fighter

(CANBERRA - “Anti-terrorism’ legislation proposed by the Australian
government would undermine international human rights standards
and should be rejected, human ights and community groups fold a
Senate commitee inquing nto the dratt bill this week. Amnesy

Secumy Leg\slaﬂon Amendment (Tenonsm) Bill 2002—would under

mon l haved: t

igh
allowed western banks that lenc .mpmdmm togearpid Asonenald

odelaya resol
thoscin East Asia :mdArgmm\a, where corporate distes i prevalentand the

cconomy, the country had to repay billions of dollars in IMF loans.
The problem was most :udcm in lhc 19‘)8 Ruman bailout, where only after

j y picy

mine rights standards by reversing the onus of proof to
those accused of “terrorism", so that they must prove their innocence,
and aso emove the right o silence. Th diector-general of he
Organisation, Dennis Richardson,

llows judees discr

e ction p
aresolution thati in the broader interest. Why should principles that make

el e

growth resum mbmmmlmmnmaqu.ddy
wound upin the Swiss and Cyprus bank accounts of
i g A newhondh

4
waslentin July 1998, but today Russia's peopleare
paying for the IMF's mistakes. Argentina provided the
coupdegraceto the IMF's big bailoutsategy.

L andohersargued foryears fora grater elance

icturing, and bankruptcy.

“The IMF has comearound, but the conflictofnterest
should have been clarall along—the IME, asa major
creditr, could not o be the bankrupcy jude. The
Fund recently proposed alernative procedures thac
might dea withthe problem, and regrerably,the US
Treasury immedirely threw cold wateron the propos-
als. John Taylor, Undersectetary of Treasury for
International Affirs, suggests matters should belefe 0
the market. Alldhatis needed, he suggests,are “collctive
acton” causcsallowing the majority (ora
supermajority)ofa group of bondholders o mpose

sense within countries not be applied n the
international arena?
hctenecds o bean internacional arbitr. Buc what

(4
defended the proposed legislation, but agreed when asked if terror-
ism" is a value-laden term. The Law Council of Australia, which
appeared before the committee, described the proposed definition of
terrorism—modelled on the British Terrorism Act passed in November
0—as broad, imprecise and unwieldy". I is particu-

ruptcy eferce? There's nosimpleanswer o the
appropriate design of bankruptcy lw or egulation. The

lary crical of actions qualfying as terrorism i they are done with the
intention of “advancing a poliical, eligious or ideological cause”. The

researcher at the China International

nearlya third o isprojected ot oi
demand of 320 million tonnes.

democraticisland of Taivwan asa
rebel province, which split from the

ourdhartook JiangtoLibya, Nigeria  Affairs Research Institute. Lastweek, Chinescail officials ‘motherland after che 1949 civil war.
nd T d in Thatisonlyonesideof Bejings  calld for more diversified ol supplies ~ Reunicing with Taiwan, by force f
Iran’s capital. harm offe dih woffserth s y o oneof the Chinese
‘With highly-publicised dipl Middle East. Grounding Beijing; fuel dons. “Wewill haveto  leadership’s primary goals in the
i inLibyaandIan—  statements of friendsk din h il suppl - new century. # (IPs)

Faisalabad. The government has .
been especially irked by an

editorial in the English daily The
News. Critcising Musharraf for

using the 200,000 councillors

elected under his plan to establish
real democracy by devolving power &
at the grass roots, the paper said:
“Our correspondent's report on how
the local body system is being
abused to fabricate a victory for President Pervez Musharraf in the
referendum is not surprising as it duplicates a tradition in poliics that
the miltary regime had sworn to eliminate.” The president is expected
to win the vote. (IPs)

World’s cheapest anti-AIDS drug

BANGK( ince the start of this month, a state-run pharmacy in
northern Bangkok has seen a two-fold increase in the number of
patients seeking anti-HIV drugs. Close to 20 patients with HIV are
purchasing the drugs daily, say sales clerks at this drug store that sells
arange of drugs made by the Government Pharmaceutical Organisa-
tion (GPO). That is double the number of people with HIV who
submitted doctors’ prescriptions for the anti-retroviral (ARV) drugs
before. The pill that the state drug-maker is marketing, called GPO-
VIR, is sold for about 45 cents per tablet. A month's supply thus costs
$27, as opposed to the $450 that a month of AIDS drugs produced by
international pharmaceutical giants would cost. Besides the price, this
new pillis also unique as it contains three separate drugs, all part of
the anti-AIDS drugs cocktai. Patients can now take one tablet twice a
day instead of three tablets twice a day. (Ps)

Rights in Malaysia

PENANG- Activists here fear ihe imminent eadership changes in
Malaysia’s Human Rights Commission (Suhakam) could render the
body even more impotent. The changes come as detainees under the
Internal Security Act (ISA), which allows indefinite detention without
trial and has been used several times in the past 12 months, are on
hunger srike to press the govemment to charge them in court or
release them. This month the two-year terms of Suhakam's inaugural
commissioners expire. Musa Hitam, chairman of the commission, has
deciined He had come under fire from rights groups

Redlscovenng “cmhsatlon

MONTEREY -Jose “Xanana” Gustmao s clected pesidentof Est Timorbya
B s Sundo'sdecions Wi 9 perentof e 376,53 bl
counted, G d dzbour80

by JAN KNIPPERS BLACK

)

counis orcxmple—are il holingn Many s of ong i
elobal

nd achievea

for suggesting that in the aftermath of 9/11 human rights should “take
aback seat”. Two other commissioners expected to be dropped or to
|eave service, a former Chief Judge of Malaya and former University
of Malaya law professor, have eamed plaudis for working courageously
despite difficult constraints. NGOs say the selection committee should
comprise pariiamentarians of different political affiations, rights
groups and civil society. Suhakam'’s high point came last year when it
produced a scathing inquiry report against police brutality and
recommended easing curbs on freedom of assembly. (ps)

percent of the votes. He will be inaugurated on 20 May, as the UN withdraws
from a two-year stint of transitional adn\lmx(mnon
Buthbefore th: l\’Iay,l‘.\s(I il itsindepend forthe

lack of technical icknow-how.

«

oW OOV
h h Inceds.

second time. The firttime the isand did I
withdrewin 1974, it was lmdela(clyuvurmn by
Indonesian troops. Their occupation uncl 1999
extinguished athird of the population (some
200.000), but not the independence movement. In
the 1999 UN-sponsored reerendum, the East
Timorese voted overwhelminglyfor indey

Senate Legal and Ct¢ ommittee, balanced

UShisalocsperencaafceedbatconcbankaupey
do

eform
echnocrass. Thereare cficiency ssucs, butalso
distibutional concerns. The IMF, being linked to
financial market,islikel to push for rules fvouring
“The principles
of America’s Chaper 11 bankruptey law—the provision
which llows rapid rorganisation of firms to maintain
cconomicactivity—should underly thenew rules.
“Thefae that the US can vero cven these modest IMF

Labor ans aprogressive minor party, is likely to be split ;r: the
legislation. (Ps)

Kyoto in trouble a agam

with their weapons, eaving thousands dead,
hundreds of thousands displaced, and physical
infiastructure n rins.

Mercifll, lctions fora constituent assembly
that took place n August 2001 were peaceful, even
festve, pasing leadership to Fredlin,the party

ccivedaseprescnin e ndependence

OTTAWA - The Canadi

ratfy the Kyoto Protocol because the EU opposes Canada's Gerand]
that tbe alowed to ot greenhcuse ST less than it

international cconomicarmangements Inthe UN five

India, oncea British colony, does no; France does. The

the Canadian
parllamem lh\s week that his govemmenl will ratify Kyoto “one day”
but would not set a deadline. The prime minister said that clean energy
credits are the major stumbling block to ratification. Canada wants a
30 percent reduction on the greenhouse gas emission cuts required

movement.
and oceupation, the East Timoresehave been advised
by consultants from inter-governmentaland non-
governmental organisations, multinational corpora-
tions,and overdeveloped states,on how to deal with
the challenges of independence.

Butmost ofus hailfrom states where independ-

“The resourcesare ot acking; they are mal-
sributed. The black hole densiy of the currene
concentration ofeconomic power,and the techno-
logicalsophistication wich which icis continuously
re-concentrred, make the polical askan awesome
one. The process of ncorporating o re-incorporat-
ingthe non-afluentinto cconomic
mustcall forthal he vehicles mobi
two centuries—organised ibour, racil, ehic-,
and gender-based social movements, multi-sector
and multi-las politcal pardc.

Like bacteria that have developed resistance to
anibiotics, the untamed 19* century version of
capitalism has returned in more virulent form.
Tolimi the mobil
% popular regulation of i, ora east buffer

Vulnerable peoples from the subversive porential
of sometrillion dollars sloshing around in
cyberspace everyday looking for quick and dirty
ways o reproduce,social activists need new
paradigms and more effective straegies and

on-aking
sed in the last

 of money, globalisc the

enceas popular sovereignry i st eroding and where

theirvwill on a minority, gerswho, in noonhat
the past, bought bond d used their p power seer i ic principles. Were America under the accord because it exports natural gas and
large concessions. less bent on pursuing umla(emlm policies, this might nmm:lke much ofa ity—so-called “clean energy’—to the United States. The European
Taylor,adisi d has paid itk diffrence. Buthe Bush noonly ignor o L dits, and EU envi
devels i ic th d yinthearena  pl , butalso th derlying ational cooperation. The Margot Wallstrom said last week that her 15-state community will
Collective action cl: ThelMF  IMFis uyin I ive, Th ldc: allow America to veto likely oppose Canada's quest to obtain export credits. An environ-

hiob:
and it has mostly been. :Admsrcr Korﬁz :md \H.mm ignored l’\ﬂ- ndvl:e—(]\eu
Those
cconomies: woo\crcd I}m Launum that mlmd on IMF advice: dldn t I'arc toowell.

its cfforts. #  (Project Syndicare)

(aseph stiglitz, professor of economics at Columbia University,
was formerly chief economist and senior vice-president of the
World Bank.)

mental spokesman for the Canadian government said he believes it
still wants to ratify the deal, but is feeling the heat from business
obbyists and provincial governments in energy-producing regions
of the country. (ps)

ofamucholderorder, Somewhercalongthe routcto
ivlsed 21 century we ot pulled back intothe

If we want to enter a civilise«li
21+ century, there are
lessons from East Timor.

organisations.
Perhaps n this the East Timorese have more

toteach in this matter than we do. They have

learnt that cach-against-all individualism reaps

19" The model ofequiibrium orsocial contrace onlyanothing lefe-to-lose kind of freedom; that
uropean d envisioned security can only be coll i i iosis and
‘World War I by so much of the world asa i ], has lost its resonan ‘mutual ajust community. ¢ (IP5)
since the early 1980s.
Utopiasaside, theideaof: lacivel dd icfir  (an the Monterey
and equitable, and creative and pmduul 10 pipe dream, Wehave scen  Institute of International Studies and aulhomflncqullymlhe
‘many at local and national levels in the past, and a few—the Scandinavian Global Village: Recycled Rhetoric and Disposable People.)

40,000':ft.BAR

.. Where the tales
are as tall a5 the mountains

Succulent sleaks and burgers
bountiful, with & vegetarian variety.
The friendliest bar around the most convivial
fireplace between Tibet and Timbucloo,
Live band on fridays!
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Media monopoly?

by GajendraBudathoki

Nepal Samacharpatra, 21 Apri

MIN BAIRACHARYA

The UK's Radi

The recent government decision to allow
Kantipur Publications to operate a national
television service has sparked off new debate
in Nepal. Kantipur Publications publishes five
newspapers and newsmagazines and also
w0  operales an FM radio station.
Itis internationally mandated that
allowing a media house to operate all
forms of mass media is dangerous,

because that allows it to control
information to serve its own
interests. In order to avoid
this danger, even larger
democracies such as the
US and the United
Kingdom have not
permitted asingle media
organisation to run
broadcast as well as
print publications.

the broadcasfing sector. Britain's 1996 broadcasting law resiricts an organisation involved in national
radio broadcasting from getting involved in television, and vice versa. Similarly, a publication house
commanding more than 20 percent of market cannot enter national-level radio and television broadcasting.
Publications commanding less than 20 percent of market are allowed to apply for licences, but permission

can only be granted on the basis of public support.

The Nepali government issued a license to Kantipur Publications for terrestrial television broadcasting
on 17 April. Kantipur has been publishing newspapers for nine years and since 1998 has been operating

Kantipur FMin Kathmandu with is relay transmission centre in Dhankuta.

In Europe, mass media establishments are not allowed to work in both broadcast and print media so
that no individual organisation can “cross subsidise” its products, creating unfair competition or a
‘monopoly. Senior journalist Hiranya Lal Shrestha believes allowing a single establishment in all sectors of
mass media could create a monopoly that will have a negative effect on the county’s poliics and
economy. “Allowing @ monopoly of a single media house in all sectors of mass media is as dangerous as
allowing foreign investment in mass media,” claims Suresh Acharya, president of the Federation of
Nepalese Journalists. He added, “It is a threat to the whole nation. This could control the process of

Experts believe that the lack of clear legal provisions on foreign investment and whether one media
establishment can operate in all kinds of mass media channels is resulting in confusion and that leaves
the regulations open to contrasting interpretations to suit individual interests. Some media experts believe
that allowing an establishment to enter all sectors of mass media should not be interpreted negatively.
Others claim that the issuing of the license constitutes a misuse of authority.

Journalist-turned-parliamentarian Hom Nath Dahal said Europe's Time puhllcaﬂon is linked with the TV

channel CNBC, India's Sahara TV channel and India Today

g
and broadcasting. The government' decision must thus not be judged in solation from international

pracices.

“The government can be criticised if it llows one party to enter both print media and broadcast and
prevents another party from doing the same. But if it selects one particular party from a competitive bid, it
should be allowed to do so,” said Dahal. However, he also believes that there is a threat of a monopoly if

the same party is allowed to be mva\ved |n aII klnds of mass mema

Kailash Sitohiya, managing d
impossible in the present open

thatthe creation of a monopoly is

g a
monopoly are out of question if an institution is aware, and committed to serving the nation's needs and

the interests of the audience,” he said.

Minister of

decision

1 of
fully complies with the National Broadcasting Act and that the decision was taken in accordance with all
legal procedures. “Our concern should be our own needs and our own legal foundation. International
practices and legal provisions should only be given secondary consideration,” Gupta said.

TE OF THE WEEK

“Anyone can kil them (Maoist
leaders), bringtheir headsina
bag, and take away the prize
monceyin the samebag.”

— Devendra Raj Kanddl,
Ministerof State for Home in
Rajdhani, 24 Apiil

“Since Budanilkanha School has
been accepted ascollateral, this
gentleman wanes o putu
Singha Darbaras collteral.”

fru T Kantipur, 20 April

Praying for peace
Aruna Uprety in Rajdhani,
19 April

w1t
From 14 April (Baisakh 1) I have
heard of simultancous pujas
being performed in seven Nepali
cities. We are supposedly praying
that the ongoing war ends, and
that peace s restored. Looking
atthe healthy pundits perform-
ing the rites one gets the
impression that, if nothing clse,
the prayers will at least bring the
priests peace—all that they get
for petforming the rites would
not have come their way without
the puja.

Twant to ask the pundits: if
pmyin orks, why did they wait
solong? They could have started
praying back in 1990. They may
say there was peace in 1990 and
that so there was no need to
pray. But then another question
arises—what sort of pundits are
they if they couldn’t foresee the
future? How could they not
foresee what our leaders would
turn out to be? Now when
everything has gone down the
drain, they are praying and giving
the people falsc assurances.

1If, as the pundits say, we can
make peace by praying, here isa
request to them. “Oh, learned
ones, please perform a puja that
can kill the germ that encourages
our ministers to be corrup.
Make them forget their hunger
t0 steal money at all costs. A
puja that will make them return
the money they have taken in
different deals—Dhamija, Lauda,
RNAC, Sajha Yatayat....”

Ifwe can actually perform
tites to bring about peace, itis
possible our pundits will be
invited to Afghanistan, Isracl and
Palestine, opening another
opportunity for foreign employ-
mentand ending our foreign
exchange problems. Our leaders
would be good, the country
would have more industries, and
10 one would be hungry. Not
only would we be able to take
food to the Karnali region, but
even sweets.

“Tell me, panditj, are you
really interested in bringing
peace in Nepal? Ifyou are,
instead of burning rice or praying
to stone idols or building
temples, why don’t you perform
the rites of hard work and
productivity? Why have your
pujas been unable to teach
anyone the values of hard work?
Instead you teach people to
believe in fate and bow to you in
allegiance, hoping that will take
care of all their problems. If
pujas could bring peace, there
wouldn’t have been mass
murders in Gujarat after the
prayers in Ayodhaya. Or were
thekillings in Gujarat directed
by Ayodhaya’s Ram:

“The reality is diffe
there is more chaos where there
are more prayers. There are
prayers at Pashupati every
morningand evening, Why do
the poverty and stench around
the temple not disappear? If
prayers brought peace the
thulabadas (those in positions of
power and influence) wouldn’t
be involved in stealing idols from
temples and selling them
abroad.... Our pundits pray and
conduct pujas because they
haven’t learnt any other form of
hard work. They explore the
world through the Inernet and
television, but sill want people

to belicve and live in a world
some 5,000 years old—because if
the villagers lso become

Nobody present was sporing the
nationaldressand yet their
nationalityor rspect forand

modern, they will stop offering
money (at the pujas).

23 April 23,2002

FaANT
After the referendum [in 1980],
BP Koirala had to return from
the main gate of the royal palace
even though he had an official
invitation. He didn't have the
official grey coat. He had his
incernational image, personality,
and nationality and had gone to
the palace in his national dress,
but the colour of his coat was
more imporcant than his other
qualities. Ifwe could be similar
sticklers, as disciplined in our
proclaimed aims and their
implemenacion, perhaps Nepal
could have gone much furcher.
Our government bodies il
treat journalists and photogra-
phers s though they were
governmentor civil servants. If
not, why is it still mandatory for
invited journalists to wear the
national dress during most state-
organised programs? Things have
changed somewhat from 12 years
ago, when the postings, transfer
and even assignments handed to
journalists from Gorkhapatra,
the RSS, and Radio Nepal were
decided by government bodies.
Priva sector media s cstab-
lished and is moving forward ina
commercially-viable manner.

“The success of the private media
has compelled the state 0
loosen ics control over statc-
owned media. Even within these
organisations people are coming
o belicve that statc-owned
media should be given morc
frecdom and their employces
should be able to work like real
journalists. Journalistsand civil
servants ffe mandates

aly re
notunder suspicion. Why then
was it compulsory for photogra-
phers to wear the national dress
when King Gyanendra laid the
foundation stone for the Ashok
Binayakin Kachmandu or during
Prince Paras’ program in the
Natural History Muscum?

Talks, referendum

Interview with Dr Baburam
Bhattarai in Jana Awaj, 9 April
LT

On the possibility of talks
and a negotiated
settlement:

“Yes, we've always kept the
doors open for talks and a
peaceful resolution, and we will
continue to do so. Remember
that we aren’t talking only for
the sake of talking, but to find a
forward-looking political
resolution for findinga solution
to the people’s problems, which
are now likea festering wound.
In the previous talks, the
reactionary government side did
not understand the idea of a
forward-looking political
resolution (ificdid, it pretended
not to). Through all three
rounds of talks, it assumed we
wete ready to surrender under
the existing political regime and
neither presented an alternative
proposal for political resolution
nor had the courage to accept
our proposal, which led o the
breakdown of the talks....
Forgetting this bitter truth Sher
Bahadur (Deuba) stupidly went
around telling intellectuals, and
radio and television that we
were traitors. He lacks intellect.
Ifthere is anyone who hasa
licele more grey matter and can
understand our forward-looking
political solution and wants to
talk, weare willing to immedi-
ately declare a ceasefire and sit
down to talk. Chairman
Comrade Prachanda’s press
releases state this, and so the
ball clearly lies in their court. If
that situation arises, we want to
temind you that even the
five-day Nepal bandh can be
called off.”

On a referendum on
whether a constituent
assembly is needed:
“Thatisanothershrewd

Sccurity offcials must be able 0
scepthesechungigseni- |
ments. Afierall, a pt

also a poet—a poet recently returned from a long sabbatical in the
world of NGO and INGOS. (Poetry does not pay rent, after al) In
(he \onq poem belw,he speaks aganst the expotaton of the Bagmat

An environmental journalist of the finest calibre, Kedar Sharma is.

SrHrH b ST T
wates o Bagmat hly, and e lkens s abuse (o th exploiaton o

o or,

when degraded, lose their ives serviing men.

From Baghdwar to Chobhar Flows the Bagmati

1

All possibilities at birth

all fancies of childhood

all upsurges of adulthood—

who can ever say they'l come to pass?
Who can foretell

where welllwalk

where we'll flow

whether over the course of  lfetime
well expand or wilt?

Yet
even as it forms a few poolsthe river advances
It moves towards a goal no matter the direction

The river can diverge anywhere
It can converge anywhere

When allowed to flow freely
it displays its own grandeur
and much pride in itsel

Certain things are fixed
certain things are unfixed

in this is the river's being

A dam determines everything
and the river is stripped of force

2

Without anyone noticing,

the potted bodhi tree degenerates

even as it is daily worshipped

Just as hundreds of thousands of

panchakanya virgins and navadurga goddesses
lead diminished lives

though they are worshipped tens of times

Withered  bodhi tree
Shrivelled life
Mastered  river

The expansion of the tree
the freedom of lfe
the flow o the river

are they worshipped
after being forced to a halt?

Stop the ringing of bells and the blowing of conch shell!
Put out all these incense sticks and lamps!
Cast aside this sandahwood and these rice grains!

Don't place ugly stains on devotion!

Allow the tree to grow don't pray!
Alow people to progess dor' pray!
don't pray!

Your prayers have cloaked all wrongdoings

Let water flow in the river
Let water flow in Bagma

3

Itis said

a country is nether soil alone nor soul

but the soul of the soil, and the soil of souls

What then is a river—
Water?
Or shore?

On, those who buy and sell dreams of healing Bagmati
by piping in water from across the high mountains—

speak with your hand placed on your heart
speak on the vow that the king be holy
standing by the riverside ghat

speak on the oath of your ancestors’ ashes

Will anything brought to a temple turn into a deity?
Will anyone settled in this land turn into a Nepali?
Wil anything poured in from the shore tum i Bagmati?

4
Agi sold to a whorehouse in Muglan
is sent back to the vilage

after contracting AIDS

Down ariver of tears she flows
disgrace rewulsion pity  struggle to suvive wil o live
She must survive,

so shell survive  as long as her breath remains

Ativer is lfted from the shore and taken to the city

There she is played vith, made to dance and to give pleasure
and when all that can be tasted is tasted and polluted

she is chased back to the shore

Down a iver of her own tears flows Bagmati
disgrace rewulsion pity  struggle to sunvive wil o live
She must

so she'll flow as long as a trickle remains

5
Banished from the city

the tired, infected, wounded water

reaches Bagmati's shores and sigh

and hauling the city's much-mourned corpse
moves forward ke a funeral procession

The cily is elated it sees itself purified

the city is eager it sees itself vitalised
but the death rites for its values

are being performed
always, aways in Bagmati
Yet the river is silent

It has no choice

Keep going, keep going

Asilent war rages
between a city with countless prospects
and a river that has no choice

Let's see who'll survive till the end!
6

The highway of civty, itsef, sufers an accident
Shattered milestone

Shattered resting place

Shattered journey

The river yields not creativity but oblivion
Standing at Bagmats shores

the entire city sings a song of ingratitude

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

Its not water that flows in Bagmati these days
it's mockery

Day after day the city s eager
costly speeches

:us(ly commitments

costly seminars

costlynews

But all at once and sometimes with no provocation
all joys sizzle Their flames, dying out

spill onto the streets

and flow towards Bagmati

(Fantastic!

Even despair is costly in this city)

“The city gets giddy on costy perfumes
and costly booze

and loses itself in costly courtship plays

Dancing, leaping about, shining s brighty as it can
it ejaculates before ciimax

then goes to wash up in the Bagmati

(A mockery!

Even the city's impotence is costly)

Decked in costly outfits
The ciy consumes costly resources

wears powder, lipstick, fouge

and gorges on costly recipes

The city leads a costly e and in the end

arives n its entirety at Bagmati's shore
(Ah, sometimes with price tags st affixed)
Three-fourths of the three cities' eamings

flow into these waters

everyone's despair

all impotence

many people’s dreams

and the waking states of many others

Treachery, sin, deeds performed for purfication

Look
the rainbow shades of blood and sweat
and unseen forms, unwritten stories
are visible in Bagmati's waters

Your form is visible/My form is visible in this water
A mirtor flows in Bagmat

Nepal's most expensive water
flows through the Chobhar gorge

8
People  can always float

ford the shallows

build bridges

if not fide boats, ride ships
Peaple wil cross water by any means

But if by chance a river
flows into a current of people

gets immersed in the ocean of a city
it can't cross.

it can't breathe Itdrowns

Through the Chobhar gorge flows
Nepal's most lfeless water

This poem s translated with the help of Wayne Amizis.

the (king) o consolidaret
lv)crannganﬁbelwecn the

may have oncor owo official
events to attend, buta whole
host of other assignments too,
anditis wdoall

,the massesand
thepolel prticshatrecaling
aboutconsituional amendment.
“Thisislike (theate king) Birendr,
oo o

this in a suit or daura suruwal. The
official bodies nmd © mllse this,

whether Nepalshould havea
hmed iy

‘when botr unionsthemseles
raise his issuc.

Buc moves to relx the dress
code must come from within the
royal family. In the past year His
Majesty has himselfgiven many
audiences not i strict national
dress, but the national cap and
unofficial actire. When the late
King Birendra went to London
for his health check up, he gave
audiences to individuals and
groupsin the Royal Garden
Hotel. Nepal’s Ambassador o
the UK, Singha Bahadur Basner,
and under sccretary to the press
scctetariat Shekhar Dhungana

democracy,

Panchayatin 1968 (2036) W
advisethatthereis o need for
another eferendum o decide
beweenaconstituentasemblyand
reformed mulipary democracy
Inorder o takea poliical eap
today, tereare owo basicprecondi-
tions handingover the ight o
makeand promulgate he min laws
ofthe country—theconsituton—
tothe sovereign people (or
conducting lections o the
constituent assembly), and
buildinga nacionalarmy or
people’sarmy...”

(The newspaper’s press line states
werealso presentwith His itis published in India, and
Majesty, wh kure fes the cmail
aligarhi pyjama, and Nehru jacket. | np_az@yahoo.com.

uble

et 9year cecescces
I Bijacharya nl(knamul“Buu ) werebitenwith Sz(urday/\ﬁcmuun
inan Internet cafe,beamingac  Fever. There were about 25-30
me from under hisspiky haircut  party-goers,all Nepalis n their ate
and ltestspace-age, aluminum- teens or early 205, mostly guys, and
rimmed shades, sgningoutofa  mostof the coupleson the dance
T were bov b il

Saturday afternoon fever in Thamel ]and a dancmg monk.

Dortie

bt e sona pmfmm. coualyhunkypurncrproved obe
Laid-back B che epi i

I, the only forcigner atthe party,an  went on about his double life—

exhippicand ex-Hare Krishna for

having to keep his disco gearina

whom

secret trunk in th

destination, second only to Marra-
kesh. Butin 2002, post-11
Seprember, here e werein Thamel
and exceptfor moi,nota hippic
touristin sight. Here wasanother

b gingodianoan

hidden from thestern head monk—
Ithought “Double Dorje” would be
the more apt moniker. He reminded
meofthe mischievous hero ofthe
Bhutncse movic The Cup,about the
young Thbetan monks secrc football
Feehohad

19505 cool, but. f the other feet. Th disco d
‘dancers were hotand sexy. One hunky  black tank-top that showed off his.

gu) who was the: cmosute of ll\c ﬂoor. well-built chest and arms which he

counterpars nny\\here oo,
When Dorfedanced escemed o

abbot towatch the World Cupona
reneddlvion, Dot confesd o

chaline. fl
addresses and he said, “You must
come to my birthday parcy on 14
February"—also Valentine's Day
and Lhosar

Uponentering the gatesof

Thamel’s Sation Pub, the doorman
grected me ke Stanley meting
Livingstone, “Daniel, I presume’”.
They had been expecting me for
some time and so, without having to
pay the Rs 200 entrance fee, I was
ushered upstais to the pulsing
rythms of adisco beat and strobing,
lights. And this was only 4:30PM.
Even before the emergency
Kathmandu' discosoffered weekend
“day discos” and many teenyboppers

and hevogued lke the hicroglyphic

Atboughhevasbom inNeeland

soingi
MTVandlcam the dance .

Nilepriest. ch ndia issoulvas Tefebeforethe pary was ver
“Whoistisguy” Lsked Bz but :\lu dhi
her g theTiben  frends Dorjewassitingousideonthe
ddle-clas amilies scemed platcau. T pand i
! fous,mal Lmdcrl’dla[m disco denvishafierhe ber tingthepod
onthecouch hed R ok
Ay Wnrhula(Smd|054 nuwr.hL Tomysurpis the oung man novspaperhaver HLmng.\dbyL
Thamel disco. itetouched, poli
“The DJ played d el meand, lik Jebrit

from Harlem hip-hop to Hindi ilmi
music. The most popular vas “Dum
Maro Dum’ from the 1970s il
about potsmoking forcign hippics i
Kathmandu. Then came the chorus
that everyone joined in, srecching
“Hare Krishna, Hare Ram!” Hete was

autographed is name, Dorje Lama,
inmy norbookwith the notc,
“Thank you for your kindness.”
When lasked him ifhe was a
student, he confessed that he wasa
monk. I'had been just about to dub
him “Disco Dorje” but when he

ofthe 500 young monkshoused there,
butadded,“Don'erellmy tcachet”
Acoupleofwedshierlgora
ekphonemessageacmy ofice. ‘He
didn’tleave his number,” the secretary
“but he said his name was
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EXHIBITION
% Paris—city of lights Exhibition of photographs. 30 April-9 May, 9AM-6PM, except Saturday at
the Alliance Francaise, Thapatahli, opposite Rotary Club. OrOganised by French Embassy and
Alliance Frangaise.

4 Synthesis of tarai art by SC Suman. 8AM-6PM, until 30 April, Indigo Gallery, Naxal. 413580

EVENTS

4+ New dates - Festival of War based on episodes of the Mahabharata.
Annual drama production of Studio 7. Shows cancelled: 26 and 27 April.
New dates 28 April, 3/4/5/10/11/12 May at the Naga Theatre, Hotel Vajra,
duration 1hr 15 min. tea and show Rs 700, reduced student tickets avail-
able. vajra@mos.com.np. 271545

% Nepal Education and Book Fair 2002 Discount on academic and
general books, study abroad information, on-the-spot admission to foreign
universities and colleges, career guidance, contests and more. 3-11 May,
Bhrikuti Mandap exhibition hall,

% Peace rally Bhadrakali-Shahid Gate-Tripureswar-Teku. Ends near b
martyr's tree, Teku, Pachali. 3.45-5PM, 26 April. - l
% Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation Workshop from 29 April-3 May organised by ELD,
eld@wlink.com.np. 524202

% Friends of the Bagmati Special invitation to college and schools students, watch press for
details. friendsofthebagmatinepal@yahoo.com

Music

% Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526

% Down Memory Lane Teesta plays tunes from the 50s to the 90s, Wednesday nights, Rox
Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

< Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINK
E3 Beev Mug Club Talk beer, drink beer. Monday nights, Rox Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu.
4912

> Slzz\mg Smg\es Buy one single malt drink, get one free. The Rodi Bar, Hotel Soaltee Crowne|
Plaza. 27399

4+ Classic (eas Thirty teas including all Dilmah Tea's herbals, greens, blacks and Oolongs.
Also llam, Darjeeling, Makaibari and more. The Coffee Shop, Hotel de I'Annapuma.

FooD

% Vegetarian delights 50 percent off on all vegetarian items at any outlet during lunch. Hotel de|
I'Annapurna. 221711

% Wet and Wild Summer Swimming with buffet lunch and free bottle of beer or soft drink.
Adults Rs 444, children Rs 222 plus taxes. Saturdays and Sundays at the Godavari Village
Resort

4 The San Miguel Brunch Brunch, live music and unlimited draft beer. Rs 600 plus tax, Satur-
days, The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel. 411818

4 The new Roadhouse Café Completely redesigned with separate bar seating and coffee bar.
Original Mediterranean specialities, and wood-fired pizzas coming soon. The Roadhouse Café,
Thamel.

4+ Cakes, Bakes & Baguettes Pastries, puddings, oven-fresh breads, Shangri La Bakery.
Home delivery available. 412999

% Krishnarpan Restaurant Six-16 courses of ceremonial Nepali cuisine in authentic setting,
Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

% Weekend Brunch Rs 350 per head, special package available with bowling. Oriental and
continental lunch or dinner by the pond. 1905 Boardwalk, Kantipath. 225272

% Vegetarian Specialties and clay-oven pizzas at Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace, Boudha.
480262

% Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

% Paddy Foley's Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Sunday nights. 416096.

GETAWAYS

% White rhododendron getaway at the Horseshoe Resort in Mude, three hours from
Kathmandu. Two days of rhododendron walks in forests, package tours at $30 per day, all meals
and sauna included. Email resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

< All-round entertainment Desserts and cookie-making for children, hiking and picnics for
outdoor enthusiasts, ambience, books and bar for others. The Fort Resort www.mountain-
retreats.com. 226977

4 Behind the Wall Two nights bed and breakfast with add ons for $99 plus taxes for one or two
people, Dwarika's Hotel. for details.

< Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an organic farm in Gamcha, south of
Thimi. Up to Rs 1,200 per person per night including meals. aaa@wilink.com.np.

[Fm inclusion in the lising send information o editors@nepalitmes, :cm]

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

The satellite picture taken on Wednesday at noon
shows the massive buildup of thunderstorm cells across
central and eastem Nepal. The influence of moisture
from the Tibetan plateau meeting rising hot air from
the Indian plains will continue to bring rain into early
next week. Expect the cool spell to continue till at
" least Tuesday. When the heat picks up again, it willin
turn trigger more \ocallsed thunderstorms caused by
th ney
snow up 10 4 o00m. ngm temperatures will remain in
the 14-15 range.
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by MIKU

THEATRE REVIEW

by AVIDIT ACHARYA

“How can you k||| your own people

and be happy?”’
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Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and :
breakast, ransport both ways, three-course :
gourmet dinner. Rs 1,440 of $19. For reservations  «
ring 441494, 680006

and termaces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialtes, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on
full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262

House for rent Ground floo: ving room, kitchen,
dining room, one bathroom. First loor: master R
bedroom with attached bath, one bedroom, N
bathroom, pantry. Second floor: one bedroom with
attached bath, store, lobby. Third floor: terrace
and laundry room. Location: Galfutar, Tel:
412094,

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
“highest", “first" or any other superiative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks ths side of the moon.
By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

% Thewayto Mexico s too far. Botega Restaurant and
+  Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433, 15
+ percentoff season discount

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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riddles of morality: rules alone do not

Bishnumati. ¢

Sail away home

ake a trip on one of the numerous luxury cruise ships operating in
south-east Asia, and you might find yourself closer to home than
you expected. No, dal-bhat hasn't yet taken on the status of

cuisine du jour.

AL PICS: MIN BAIRACHARYA

Itis the fact that many of the
staff on these cruises are
Nepali. And it's not just ex-
Gurkha security personnel
protecting cargo ships from
pirate attacks in the Moluccas,
there are now Nepali waiters
and pursers as well

On our first day on the
Gemini Superstar's Andaman
Sea Cruise that was making its
way from Singapore through
Malaysiato Thailand, my
Australian friend Lealand Penton
and | made our happy way
down to the cocktail bar. We
were served by a smiling man
with a face of the cast com-
monly called “Mongolianin this
part of the world. He could be
Filipino, we thought. But it was a
naggingly familiar kind of face.
So we asked and, of course, he
was Nepali. Tej Gurung told us
that there were seven other
Nepalis on board, all British

Gurkha alumni, trained for two years in the Philippines to qualify as

cuuise securiy offcers.

If 1 was surprised to find so many Nepalis on a cruiseliner in the
Andaman Sea, they were even more surprised. There is nothing to
beat being abl o waicha ey sun seting o i =2 re«ecung

faraway Hlma\ayav

d talkin N

Dil Bahadur Thapa from Pokhara is a senior officer who has just
completed his three-year term, and he said | was the first Nepali he'd
had the pleasure of serving on this boat. Another senior offcer, Lil
‘Thapa, who is originally from Kathmandu, described to me how busy
he is round the clock, responsible with the rest of the team for all
aspects of security on board. It's hard work, but they seemed happy,
earning a good living, travelling and serving as excellent roving-
ambassadors for Nepal. “After they talk to us, most guests tell us their
next holiday will be in Nepal. There is tremendous goodwillfor Nepal,”
Dil Bahadur said. If there are people who deserve a medal for giving
our country a good image and promoting Nepal, then these seven on

board the Gemini Superstar are it. ¢

done.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

d IndirsGandhi, Anagha Necl
Year of the RABBIT: 1939, 1951, 1963, =
1975, 1987. Opposite of igers,but sure- 5
footed and ensiive. Famous rabbits:
Luckily,we have astrology to help us n ourabliy to BenKingsley,
anticipatcventsand thercforepsychologicallyprepare Roger Rabbit, Popeye.
I : ot s i

y mischicf h Yearof the DRAGON:
the constelaions, may have up theirleeves. Without his 1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988. Don't
asrological Early Warning Syster we could very wellbe: - over-commit,or push yourselftoo hard.

ingarationof chroricoptiniss ourjovilan
carcfee temperament makes us Nepalisable o
overcomeanyadversityand confrontall chalenges

thatfie may havein scoreforus.

caught unawaresas we go aboutour important task of Admit that not everyone finds you
national deconstruction. atracive. Famous dragons Emperor
Forinstance, ifitwasn’tfo the Department of Bokassa, Osamabin Laden, Queen
l d i ch | Nepal Acads f

y y Victoria, Puff.
Scientologistsand Technocrats (RONAST), theunder-

Year of the SNAKE: 1941, 1953,
1965, 1977, 1989. Maingain a well-
balanced dictand i y
Seeadoctorifyourvenom count
drops. Frank Zappa,
y dvertently goingto work CheGuevara, Baby Doc

For thosc ofyou who may have missed his news item Duvlicr, Comrade His.

inaKath d ly Year of the HORSE: 1942, 1954, 1966,

convened precisely so we can predict the furure even more 978, 1990. Others may think you don't

acaurately, I quoteverbatim: have much upstirs,so think before you
Crystal-gazing to stay: Astrologers neigh. Surprise them with flashes of
Kathmandu April 17— brillance. Famous Horses: Viadimir Putin,

Although astrology has carved a considerable DrKeshar Jung Rayarmajhi,
niche among believers in Nepal and other places, Commde Boxer,
sceptics still hound the scientific basis of the art of N

i oy natonl
p
shutdown. Itis our good fortune that Nepalsaler

Year of the SHEEP: 1943, £
rediction. In order to protect astrology from vanishing, i
gn association called 'ghmese-T\be!agr:{Aﬂm\ogers o 1955, 1967, 1975, l?ol'ThBB
Academy’ was established. theyeartostop followingand sare
“Negative forces are decreasing the importance in leading, burdo you know where
our lives,” said Astrologer Ganesh Bajra Lama. At the youare going? Famous sheep:
inaugural session of the academy, astrologers Johann Sebastian Bach, Englebert
practicing both Chinese-Tibetan and Indian astrology Humperdink, the Duke of York,
today called for the protection of both forms of Govinda Raj Joshi.

astrology stating that they are facing a danger of Yearof the MONKEY: 1944, 1956,

disappearing. 1968,1980, 1992 Good at problem

o Speaking at the conference, Dr Keshar Jung ‘oling,can e oo smareby halfand i
ayamajhi, chairman of the Royal Council, said that b Fin publ

astrology is especially necessary during times of crises yearstop scratching yoursclfin public.

and expressed concern over the “abnormal condition” ‘amous monkeys: King Henry VI Mikhail

Gorbachev, Rotarian Dilip Poudyal, Tarzan
ofthe Apes, Comrade Hanuman.
Yearof the ROOSTER: 1945, 1957, 19694981,
1993. Beingan cary bird, you tend to get
theworm ‘ i

advantageof azincss inthisday and age. f,

of the country at the present moment.

Asfaras I can el the good doctorissporon. Hehas
hit the ball right on its head in the bulls eye. There is no

the Chinese-Tibetan astrological techniques. I'stime o find
oucwhich animal rulesouryear. As Mao sid: “Thereisan
animalthat hides n ll our heares.”
Year of the RAT: 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972,
1984, Makesa great underground leader, bue

Famous roosters: Michelle Pfeiffer,
Chicken Little, Colonel Sanders,

inger.
Year of the DOG: 1946, 1958, 1970,

basically aloner. Famous rars: Mick Jagger, Hulk 1982, 1994, Thisis an excellent year for
Hogan, Zhou Enlai, Comrade Cloud. romance, but partnerships may change.
Yearof the OX: 1937,1949, Lady Dogs should watch out for smooth
1961,1973, 1985. Please don't mind our talkers. Famous dogs: Emest Hemmingyway,
sayingso, but rather stubborn in your ways. Emma Thompson, Chatyang
F 1 Jost

Master, Comade
Yearof the BOAR: 1947,1959, 1971,
1982,1995. Although you may be scintllat-
ing company, boredom is your biggest
hallenge thisyear, Famous boars: Wolfgang
hao Ziyang, Napoleon,

Stalin, Ferdinand Marcos, Comrade Awesome.
Year of the TIGER: 1938, 1950,
1962, 1974, 1986. Cunning, sharp-
d che nightand can

Roxanne Barr, Margaret Thatcher, yours ruly the Mad Hatte.
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ter: | am proud yo 0
Brigadier General and made
history.” Hear. Hear. Radha then
shared a glass of bubbly with

other new ge Is—all of them

edical do she told us.
also wanted to join the army
because my father was an

officer, and | iked its military
4 it The

“But!

e

en medics take u
mentsin UN peacekeeping
operations and have served in
Sierra Leone, Lebanon and East
Timor. Doing stints in field

men, except her. Infact, GenKC  RNA does not have female hospitals set up around the
has become the first-ever soldiers, but women have served  country is mandatory.
woman inthe Royal  in the ical forces. There are ist hus-
Nepal Army. now 25 female doctors and 40 band Dr Amrit KC was also
The career of Brigadier nurses, some of whom currently  among the Nepalis senton

General Dr Radha, a paediatri-
cian with the RNA, began with a
scholarship to study medicine in
1968. She was the only woman
among four Nepalis chosen to do
so at the Armed Forces Medical
College at Pune in India from
where she graduated and joined
service as a Lieutenant. She
went on to become the first

serve in recently-set up field
hospitals in different parts of the
country. The RNA's legal wing
also employs women. The only
‘other army unit that has women is
the paratroops, where women
fold up parachutes.

“There is talk about getting in
more women as supporting
forces,” says Gen Radha. *| think

scholarship to Pune in 1968. He.
retired as a Major, and Radha
can'thelp quipping: “Buthe
probably regrets his decision
now." Dr Amrit is sitting nearby
and nods, and says his job these
days is to field congratulatory
phone calls from friends and
well-wishers. “That's all | have
been doing all week," he says.

The doctor couple is happy,
and they are clear about the
reason for their success. ‘I made
it because | got the opportunity to
study,” says Radha, “Most other
Nepali women don't. This shows
that women can all do better if
only they get the chance.” Their
daughter is doing an MBA in
Australia, and their son has just
finished high school.

Gen Radha now joins seven
other Brigadier Generals in the
medical corps. This will be her
last promotion—unless rumours
are true that the RNA s consider-
ing having a Major General from
the medical corps. All we can
say is: “Salaam Jarsap!” ¢
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