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PUBL\SHER S NOTE

PRESS FREEDOM DAY

Today, 3 May, is World Press Freedom
Day. Democracy and a free press are
two sides of the same coin, and yet
Nepal is now the country with the
largest number of journalists behind
bars. Rulers can't afford to squander
the credibility of their nation’s media.
As we saw in the past 12 months in
Nepal, a government needs citizens to
trustit, but that can only happen
when the independence of the media
is safeguarded. It could well be that
democracy is not working properly
because the media is not functioning
asit should. But that is no reason to
put away the messenger. The
challenge for democracies is to
protect press freedom during a
conflict, not curb it. Freedom is our
only defence against destruction and
hatred. We are witnessing the political
evolution of our nation, and itis the
media that has, in large part, helped
steer it towards progress. The media
doesn't just hold a mirror to society, it
is the mirror. Democracy and free
press must safeguard each other.
YYou can't have one by undermining
the other.
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Q. Should the government have announced rewards for

MEA CULPA

! |Is Hari Prasad Pandey just too honest for Nepal?

KEDAR SHARMA in POKHARA

hen Hari Prasad Pandey came
W clean last week to declare that

hewas com\p( and shou]d faoe
legal

assigned himselfa fine of Rs 15 million, >
which hesaid he had already set aside to be
handed overif the government could

convince him it would be used I

theformer UML hydropower miriser
and industrialist had finally gone mad.

Juctively. Headded for good
measure: “However, ifthe govern-
mentshould decide that cwill

Atafour-hourp in from
Pokhara 23 Apri, meatany point,
Pandeyadmitted to will abide by the
bribing officials to enrich decision.”
himself, evading income Trwas inevita-
tax,and covering up his ble that sucha
‘misdeeds to projecta dramatic confession
cleanimage. “Now, [am " would hit the headlines

willing o subject myselfto whatever
punishment the state deems fit,” Pandey

rhe next day. And so Pandey became the
bun ofj okm, thesubject of cartoons, and

said. Atad nferencein

Kathmandu Wed.nesd.\y, heblind-

folded himselfand said he was ready to

gotoprison. But 55-year-old Hari

Prasad says he isn’t trying to dare the
him, or

came thickand
fast.Somesaid the UML ex-minister had
finally“gone offhis rocker”. Others
thoughtitwassmart of him to whitewash
himself, Some were certain he wasa

aiming for cheap publicity. “Iam doing

it to case my own consicence,” he said.
Pandey has cven done the legal

homework for the government, and

n a fresh bid to resolve a continued deadlock over the future of the 100,000
Bhutanese refugees in camps in eastern Nepal, Thimpu is on a charm offensive

targeted at Nepali politicians.

Latest to get red carpet treatment were Chakra Prasad Bastola, former foreign
minister and one of the architects of the verification
agreement for refugees last year, and opposition leader

Madhav Kumar Nepal of the UML.

“The Bhutanese leadership probably reckons that
both Bastola and Nepal are prime ministers-in-waiting,
and they want to cover both bases,” explained one senior
Nepali academic. The two met Bhutanese king Jigme
Singye Wangchuk, chit-chatted with other officials,
including Foreign Minister Jigme Thinley, the point man
heading bilateral talks on refugees, and packed in some
sight-seeing of the dzongs. The two also stopped by at
Bhutan's Chuka hydroelectric project to get a few tips on
selling power to India. Madhav Nepal, for his part,
brainstormed with the Bhutanese on drafting their new
constitution, which could benefit from Nepal’s experience

ofthe past 12 years

“It was my first real opportunity to meet the Bhutanese
informally,” Bastola told us. ‘I sense there is willingness in Bhutan to get the refugee
problem resolved.” Bastola asked the king why Bhutan was insisting on going back to the
1994 agreement to classify refugees into four groups: Bhutanese who have been
evicted, those who voluntarily emigrated, those who have criminal records, and non-

Butwhen we met him in Pokhara, we
found asimple man who friends calla
“Gandhian communist”.
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Red carpets in Thimpu

Bhutanese. The king’s reply: “Sometimes you have to.” Bastola said the king appeared
concerned that Nepalis residing in India may have infiltrated the refugee camps at the
peak of the influx in the early 1990s. It is this attempt to categorise them that is holding
up repatiation of an inital batch of refugees.

Nepal officials have been trying to fix a date for the next round of

 ministerial talks to decide on repatriating those who have been verified.

i But Bhutan is sticking to its four-group category, which goes by the
buzzword “harmonisation”. Nepal maintains that there are only two
categories of refugees: Bhutanese or non-Bhutanese.

Nepal and Bhutan completed the joint verification of about 12,000
refugees living in the Khudunabari camp in December, a process that
took a year. At this rate it will take at least five years to screen the
remaining 88,000 refugees.

“On our side we're ready to meet given a week's notice. We are

J ready,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Gyan Chandra Acharya told us. The
problem seems to be that there is no timeframe for either talks, or
repatriation. Journalist Surya Thapa asked Foreign Minister Thinley in
“Thimpu why Bhutan was dragging its feet, Thinley replied: “We are also

ick of this problem, but it is a complicated issue. Separating real
Bhutanese from illegal migrants is no easy task. The reason for the
delay is that it is being needlessly politicised.”

For Bhutanese human rights activist Ratan Gazmere, the Bhutan government is
just trying to buy time. He concludes: “The Nepal government by itself is not capable of
resolving this deadlock, it needs to et the international community to pressure Bhutan
the way it did to get it to agree on verification.”
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THE PEACE PRIZE

Everyone s talking about the rewards on the heads of the Maoists. But there is a greater
reward no one talks about: the reward of peace. The Nepali peoples' prize for anyone

STATE OF THE STATE

What next?

by CK LAL

We will quietly go on doing whatever we are doing at the moment

hoping that the danger will somehow disappear.

poliicllcadership o the country will mendits

who brings an end to the confict. H prove the utter futiity of all bandhs? e justifiable end: wayslooksincreasingly ke chasing a mirage.
But is it going to be the deathly peace of a ruined land, or a peace that salvages Inany case, what difference doesi ‘Thereislitdle doubt that Comrade The possibility of direct rule by the king under
whats stil left? Yes, talks. But talk about what? You can't really blame Prime Minister ‘makestopping vehicles from plying the Prachandaand his coh bechargedwith  present fier 1 June
Sher Bahadur Deuba for flatly refusing to negotiate with the Maoists. Being a plain- national highways, when the normal life of breaking als lawof this land, but that ~ and th diary dinit
speaking, straight forward guy, he takes betrayals personally. And he is not ikely to forget  the enci lati can'tpossiblyjustiy donning  aftermath hewith grave d
ow the Maoists used the three months of the ast truce to upgrade their fighting and the security forces—is,for all inents : venifth Allving
machinery and set up a “Peoples’ Liberation Army” to take on the Royal Nepal Army. and es, shut d yway? It ds d I ur “d“
'And even if only half of the people the security forces say they have killed are actual Pri hadur Deubais Jled I punishmentis nota Smntror Jater, every one who does not oppose
hardor a0sis (2 opposed 0 mercnares, of those forablyensed o e i) noles s hanh ki, proviion ofth ion that Deubais tyranny s sure o end up there.
then the comrades must be feeling the heat. The army did not need the Americans to T “Wanted, deadoralive’, with hebound toproect. Therecould Nbas bl
tellthem that they need a larger force, much beter logistics and much more reliable apriceon heheadofhe fitheskasdan somenbat mon chariablr . implistheendof ommon Nepali quest o

intelligence to fight a guerrilla war in this terrain. But since the Americans are footing
the bill for much of the new hardware, our generals dutifully nodded their heads. With
the new equipment, the army is confident it can squeeze the Maoists tighter so that when
talks do finally happen, the government can negotiate from a position of strength.

Unfortunately, that is also the Maoists’ game plan: to improve their bargaining power
by destroying, intimidating and spreading panic. They have been forced to go

after soft targets: burning down Deuba's house in Dadeldhura, destroying
hydropower plants, wrecking airporttowers, and blowing up telecom stations one:

after another. These are siting duck targets, but they give the psychological

impression of a tightening noose.

of desperation, not confdence. Perhaps aking
his e from Sheriff Bush i the unfolding

insurgents. If
hand

itisalla parc of the psy-war against the

thatis the case, perhaps an

anindependentidentity, democratic ruleand
sociljusice Noneof hessuggstionsare

In the short term, these tactics are aimed at forcing the government to agree

o talks, thus buying time once more to regroup. The Maoists' military wing needs
time to rearm, restore discipline to the fold, and weed out informers. If they get a
six month respite, the senior comrades seem confident that they can launch
another series of spectacular raids over military garrisons, and unleash the final

stage of their urban guerrilla warfare to propel themselves into Kathmandu.
Our fractious parliamentary parties have finall agreed on an all-party

campaign to counter the Maosts with a rally on 2 June. About time. But the
myopic infighting within the Congress still threatens to ruin all. If they can't unite
when the country is in this state, then they really don't deserve to be in office.

All this bickering is, of course, useful to the Maoists who depend on the chaos
and disunity to create the right conditions for revolution. It is even more helpful
for the rebels that the pariiamentary parties can't even agree on negofiations or

the reward on the Maoist heads.

Those favouring talks are right about one thing, though. There is no point
insisting that the Maoists disarm before talks: that is like asking them to surrender. &
Why should they? They thrive on this disaray. However, it s also true that if both

sides are trly serious about peace, there can be secret talks even without a
ceasefir. It is much more important for all polical forces to be united and

single-minded. The talks can't be the public circus we had the last time, they
have to be serious, secret and sincere. This impasse needs to be broken with a
dramatic new initiative that allows the government to look strong, and under a

visionary leadership.

That's a tall order. We don't see any signs of a visionary leadership in the
ranks of any of the parliamentary parties. But it is now readily apparent that the

sagaagainst trror in the
Minister Deuba has committed the cardinal
sinof democratic politics—adopting patendy

Prime
claimed from

that theb ldbe

rd. They

Royal Nepal Embassies broad

mightbeanadded inducmen.

ifthe* ‘f‘ghx to-the-finish” bcn\m\ thes security

dincircles  forcesan andina
Nepalisocietyand the country. workable compromise.
badi d the chasing, Sadly, th ibili ise h
i been the American
theirsecurity et But insche  promise of $20 million worth of milcary
same, no matterwhoison therun—itisus  hard heonchand,anda leardivision

ordinary Nepalis being run over. Mostof usin
Kathmanduwould probably respondiinthe

in the ranks of Maoistson the other. Even ifthe
Nepal Communis Pary (Maoi wastosic

negaiveif hereisavayoutof  down foralkswith it far
hi e, And hen ve'd qui from dlear whether Nepl
doing i Maoist C Idal [

allbyitself.

think otherw

itsways;
(2) Submitto

of commitment

sfeinthe bchef(lm the dangervilldisappear

isa facile explanation for

i collcvc e ofvorihcsncs bl
havetodoforthelack ofamoreappropriate erm.
Butthereare some Nepalisabroad who

. Writingin Nepal, Rabindra

Mishraof the BBC NepaliService outlincs four
opions for Nepalisociery:
(1) Apply pressureon ourleadership to mend

the direct rule of the king;

(3) Continuevith the currencapathyand lack

Gor

(4) Abjecty surrender o the demonic forcesof
Prachand.

armsand phy fai. I¢s nota comforable
thought,but the fact i, here issimply no
casy way out ofthe present impasse. Our
politicalleaders of all hucs and the Maobadi
both know that, Nepal s rapped ina
Mahabharata-type no-vin intcrnccine vwar.
There might, however, be one political
experimentlef o be tried—the formation of
ahighlevel Royal Commission by the king
upon the recommendarion of the councilof
ministers,with nominees from politcal
partics as wel as “intellectuals” sympathetic
to the Maoist cause as members. May be
such a high-level political inserument will
beable to convince the insurgents to lay
down arms and settle for something a
Jcele lessthan what they desire, butalo

hL\ preference would be the first one. Sure,
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from Syp1

“The cynicism was to be
expected, and Pandey soon
discovered that the media had
got his story all wrong, But he
docsn’tscem to mind. In fact, he
isn'tin any particular hurry o
correct the story, and he agreed
wspektousrelucandy witha

h

A Gandhian communist

though had ghven brbes sinned
tried

rring uitand Hri Prisad

byeampledaricwspositeto

st
o cover-up my misdeeds.”

From accounts of his frlends and”

Itisnot that anyone

relatives, P

readingth
hink ha s was rsh accofan
unstable person, Bue meeting Hari
Prasad Pandey avisior g d\c

tone
to his voice. And when we did

‘meethim in his Kmhm,mdu home,
hehad d fan

genuinely toubled by his p.m
andnotapersongiven o

idealistat peace with himsclf.
One thing the papers got
wrong, he says, i tha he ook
bribes as a minister. “I never
misused my posicion in the
hydropower minisery in any way,
i face | am not even a member
of the UML or any pary,”
Pandey told us. He was made
minister by the party for his
honesty, and it was during his
tenure in 1993 that the $400
million Arun I11 project was
cancelled by the World Bank.
UML leaders haven’t yer
commented on Pandey’s disclo-
surcs, and say they are il
studying his report. The party
brassis i bind. Afeerall its
central commitice "disciplined”
scnior UML members of the
pu amentary Public Accounts
£

Harilives wih his wife
Tulasa, five daughters and a son
in Pokhara. Tulasa was 14 when
she got marricd to Hari Prasad,
and says her husband always had
this intense love for his mother-
land. “I don’t think anyone clse
hasa husband like him. He
never does things on his own,
we discuss everything in the
family first,”she old us. In fact,
Hari Prasad read all 42 pages of
his confession to his fu
before going public, and family
members reviewed it for six
hours. Says Tulasa: “I had one
objection: I didn’twant him to
call himsclfa criminal.” But Hari
Prasad trcd to convince them that
anyvilful wrongdoing whilcin
office wasaa crime.

iittee for o
the lewsing ofa China Southest
Airlines jet for Royal Nepal
Airlines thee years ago.
Pandey hasa long istofhis
own ransgressions: “Asa minister,
Twas distracted and didn't pay
cnoughattention to the country’s
industrial development, asa
memberof parliament [ didn’t
contribute as much s  should
have, I negligently allowed the
Arun Il project to be cancelled

Pokhara. Tulasa (below) looks
after the family’s biscuit manufac-

signs ofaspiricual in

1988. Those were the days of the
Indian trade blockade and it
opencd Hari Prasad’s eyes to just
how much Nepal is dependenton
the outside world for basic necessi-
ties. Afier thac he wanted to show

reducngeonsunprion,

e was also inspired after a
chance meeting on the sereet with
adesperately poor woman in
tatered clothes who taught him
the meaning of responsibility and
theimportance of the mother-
land. Writes Pandey: “Your life,
body, knowledge, history, furure

VASYHOVHCY NI

must necessarily be a part and
parcel of your motherland. You
cannot achieve fulfilment uncil
you overcome subservience,
misconduct and indebredness.”
Itis not hard to imagine that the
woman in tartered clothes for
Pandey is Mother Nepal herself.

After this, no only did Hari
Prasad turn vegetarian, but he
even reduced his inake of salt,
sugar and rice. He carried his
own food (roasted corn, radish
and tsampa) when he travelled
aborad. Earlier, he overdid this
frugality and he fellsick because
of under-nourishment. He was
prescribed fuits, but told
himselfthat rather than cat
imported oranges and bananas,
hewould consume domestically-
produced mear, and give up
vegetarianism.

Bucisn’tall thisa bit
extreme, we sk, “No, i’ being
pragmatic,” answers Pandey.
Expelled from the Butwal
Technical Instutute for beinga
“bad student”, he idolises Marx
and Lenin. But those who know
him well call Hari Prasad more
of a“Gandhian communist”.
Does that make him an atheist?
Pandey answers the question
obliquely: “Gandhi puts god at
the centre of things, but  think
unless human beings struggle
againstall forms of injustice, vice
and dependence here on carth,
they don’t have even the
minimum qualification o
approach god.” So that means he
is not an acheist.

Hefirstapproached the

| Hel roache

the Biratnager Jute Mills, and
asked tat hebe prosecured. Last
wek'seldiclosureis jstan

confision, Burboth imes,

nothing happencd. A countryin

which corruption is endemic

doesn’cscem to have the legal

mechanism o deal with someone

who volunarily confesses o giving
i

Asabusinessman in Pokhara,
Hari Prasad has had visis from
Maoists demanding “donations’”.
Sick of threats and intimidation,
hewrotean open letter itled
“Take My Donation, But Answer
My Questions First”. He hassct
aside Rs 100,000 for the Maosts if
they can answer these questions:

1. Worldopinionand the
Nepali publicare against your war.
Sowhy should it succeed?

2. Neitherof Nepal's iant
bours agrees with your
policies. Even ifyou grab powwer,
what makes you think you can
holdon o

3. Afierdecades, the Chinese
have admitted that Mao's co-
nomic polices were counterproduc-
tiveand have abandoncd them.
Why should icwork with yor

4 Whyshoulditbea crime
even to ask you these questions?

Pandey denies that he is rying
o gin prestigeand fame, and
absolve himsclffrom future blame.
He denies trying to preach or ell
anyone o followin his footsteps.
“Tam saving my soul. To do that
have to give back to socicty what |
took from ir. And [ am willing to
undergo any physical incarceration,
payany fine, and scrifice whatis

Abuse of Authoriy (CIAA) asfar
backas 1995 afier confessing o

leftof my personalintegriy,” he
told us,adding “And fthe

Nepali people are fed up with he deaths and devastation. They are ready to buticabso makesit hatispresendly vithoutlning up anyscmatives mimangmantnefigeneeand. - goremmentocsnotcome

Teviard anyone who can resiore peace. harder o otice deails, Creating public availble. ¢ and [ was madea peoples R incompetence that led to losses forward, Iwillinflict the punish-
presurin e fond hope thatthe presenc representative and minister even s during the sale of stock optionsin  menton myself” 4

STATE OF THE NATION strategic Lamahi post. In attack the photo shows that some tourists the opposite sex. ® Patricia Lustig sounds like yet those of us who, like myself, bring they had not studied and of...get ready for the wisdom of the | (Black Africans, Melanesians,

The situation in our country will after attack, our security forces have | restaurant? called to convince people that don't pay much attention to the 4. Opposites attract. The another westemer who likes to humanitarian aid, or are just analysed the new act before century: “liberalisation, privatisa- Dravidians, and more) who will

continue as long as clever seen the modus operandi of the 3. The hike in electricity tarffis | their future would be better in the | cultural values of this country: attraction for the opposite images generalise. | am not defending ordinary tourists, should be passingit. tion, globalisation.” never possibly have, and hopefully

politcians keep on luring a Maosts, and yet there doesn'tseem | blamed on the World Bank, which | Maoist's hands? Does their poliical | sitting along the road in this is eternal. A Nepali man is trusting, the harassers, but this sort of thing | eliminated. If tourism is to be SRKansakar Never have | yawned so never wish for,faier skins on

disillusioned and frustrated 1o be any real attempt to reinforce | justifiably insists that losses work, their concern about the posture might provoke some mento | simple and helping, attributes now happens all over the world, Nepal revived, and integrated into the Kamaladi painfully. How reckless can one be themselves. The issue is ultimately

generation of people with false
promises. Itis no wonder that
these people are venting their
anger, and what better way than
joining the so-called Maoist
revolution. People are being
manipulated to fight not for
principles, but just because it
gives some kind of purpose to
life. Where is all this leading us?
Since when did we become so
bitter that we take pride in killing
our fellow citizens for politcal
reasons? We need revolution in
our country but not the kind
Maoists want: we need a revolu-
tion in the calibre of leaders, a
revolution in patriotism.
Ashok Srivastav
North Platte, Nebraska
© Why do poor Nepalis have to
die because big people disa-
gree? The Maoists are taking us
back 1,000 years. While other
countries are moving forward, we.
are destroying our own property
and killing our own people.
BS Kamal
New York
® Raghu Mainali's blow-by-blow
account (*Another post-morte”,
#90) was good, but I missed a real
post-mortem of why 112 paramili-
tary forces were stationed in
Satbaria to guard the Home
Minister's farmhouse, and only
nine civil police were at the

the safety of the police under fire.
Itis almost as if the Home Minister
feels the rest of the country can eat
cake. The IGP as head of the
police force is directly responsible
for the security of his force. After
Satbaria, even if it means breaking
protocol, he must tell us the truth
about why the police base was
located in such a vulnerable
position.

Kabindra Pradhan

Butwal

® | am one of those staunch
followers of the estai ho (go with the
flow) path of ennui and noncha-
lance. But even that is not helping
me maintain my sanity. Explain this
to me:

1. An ex-state minister con-
fessed to his corrupt ways and
admitted that he had embezzled
heavily from the exchequer, he
wanted to make amends, be fined,
and sent to jail. He even offered to
pay for his upkeep in jail. But the
administration refused to register
his confession, as there was no
provision for such bursts of honesty.

2. Why is there an additional
senvice charge on public utltes
like water, electricity and phones?
Aren't they providing a service they
were set up to provide? And a
‘value added" tax? And why do |, as.
a Nepali, have to pay a tourist
senice charge when | eat at a

incurred due to non-payment of
bills and leakage must be re-
couped. (Why do we need outsiders
to tell us we are being cheated?)
So, as a conscientious consumer, |
rush to pay my bills on time. The
honest consumer gets shafted and
carries the burden of those who
cheat.

4. The NTC is going to
increase local phone rates and
lower ISD rates. Why? Because
people are using the Intemet to
calllong distance from cybercafes.
Would it not be more practical to
levy a monthly per-computer permit
fee to the cybercafes and generate
revenue? Ah-hal But that's the
point | have probably missed all
along: being practical? In Nepal?

iGoru Budhimani

by email

® Evenif democracy is not what
the Maoists accept as a system for
social change and development, it
is absurd to hope to achieve
change by arson, killng, extortion,
destruction of water supply, bridges
etc. Do the Maoists hope to come:
to power by destroying the little
development that has improved the
life of some of the poorest in rural
areas? Do they hope to get rid of
the establishment in this way? What
does the fear and paralysis of the
people during the five-day bandh
prove to the Maoists? Are bandhs

people start only when they have
destroyed everything? If there ever
was asensible Maoist polcy, where
has it gone?

The impression prevails that
what might have been a necessary
revolutionary movement has now
turned into an uncontrolled mob,
‘members of which have no clear
orders, no objective anymore other
than to kill, plunder, and destroy.
One has to draw the conclusion that
if they came to power the Maoists
would not be different from the
other political parties, and the
people of Nepal would continue to
be victims of exploitation and
repression.

Iflast week was a “general
strike’—a clear demonstration of
the people demanding speedy and
effective improvement of educa-
tion, health, water supply, garbage
disposal, and a fight against
corruption and sleaze—then the
government would have to react,
With, or without the Maoists.

CGrote
Kathmandu

TOURISTS
This letter refers to the article
“Teasing tourists” (#90) written by
Patricia Lustig. | am not sure that
all the examples of sexual harass-
ment mentioned in your article

just a little bit more than trying to
sell a flute...
Antoinette Schuler
ighat
®  Nepali women are finally
breaking out of the confines of the
four walls of their homes, only to
suffer harassment at the workplace.
1 hope women start speaking out
more. Keeping quiet will only
encourage the criminals.
Dr Arati Thapa Hamal
W

®  Agood look at the photo
accompanying the article ‘Teasing
tourists” can explain a lot about the
problem:

1. Unheeded warning.
Read any good guidebook on
Nepal and the female tourist
iis cautioned against travel-
ling alone or without a male
companion.

2. Dress code. Again,
travellers are advised to
observe a decent dress code.

3. Adverse image—sex
tourism (soft to hard) has
come to Nepal. News of
western men and women
exploiting even minors are
not rare. For the soft side, just
read any message board in
Thamel or the Intermet and
you will be aware of the
demands (both implicit and

really belong to that category. But

explict) for trekking guides of

rare in the west. A western girlis
rich, independent and fair” game.
Besides, in these 20 years of
tourism, we have deepened our
mutual acquaintance. Nepali men
are normally shy but some refuse to
take a“no” for an answer from a
western gil. Surely, as Ms Lusti
suggests, the media should start an
overall awareness campaign. At the
same time, tourists should be more
aware of Nepali culture, tradition,
psychology, travelling manners and
above all, trekking norms.

Kumar R Shrestha

Munich

being no exception. Sexual
harassment at the workplace is an
everyday phenomenon in the
western world. Tailhook is not the
name of a Nepali town. It is the
name of a place where “civilised"
American sailors fondled a bunch
of young women. Most female
‘tourists who complain about
harassment don't seem to give a
hoot about our customs. Take a
walk in Thamel. The bra-less
young female tourist in ultra small
shorts and transparent top, walking
around, jiggling her mammaries,
is most likely the one who is
getiing the cat calls. The same
thing would happen if she was
‘walking on the streets of Boston. |
guess it would be more “accept-
able” to Lustig if a white guy was
harassing these female tourists.

How dare these dark skinned
natives?
Anis Bania
Boston
VISAFEES

| wonder if Nepal really wants
visitors ? f tourism s, in fact, a
driving force of the Nepali
economy, may | suggest that the
visa process be changed so that,
at least a six month-double entry
visa can be obtained at a
reasonable price. Also the “fee” to
walk through Darbar Square, for

everyday fabric of Nepali life,
make it easier, not harder, to come
to Nepal and move around.
Namaste, aloha.
D Michael Van De Veer
Kauai, Hawaii

STATE OF THE STATE

CK Lal blaming the “US insistence
on market liberalisation” (Do our
banners yet wave?") for all evils of
Nepali politics and our society
may be a bit far-fetched. But fact
remains that disadvantages may
outweigh benefits of our market-
driven economic concepts. The
obvious question is who drives
market in countries like Nepal,
where vast majority of the popula-
tion remain in the poorest of the
poor category. A good example of
evil side effect of market liberali-
sation is in the telecom sector. Our

® CK Lal writes well, lie a poet.
On occasion, his pieces are well-
informed. But isn't there a limit to
stretching this license to passing
judgement on absolutely
everything? Mr Lal thinks that
post-1947 the US retracted its
traditional warmth to Nepal. That
this retreat is due to the growth of
“free market ideology and
privatisation” have not only
“devastated” the political
economy of poor countries, but
also allowed a Madam Chang to
meddle in Nepal's corridors of
power, That “precise” empiricism
was needed to establish certain
“correspondences’”, but these
clearly existed among “structural
adjustment”, “privatisation of
national economies” and ‘the rise
of insurgency” among other
unfortunate consequences That

205 elected |
mously passed a bill liberalising
telecom (probably brain-washed by
the “the mantra of macroeconomic
reform” and constantly educated
by two famous M's of the Nepali
Congress: Mahat & Mahesh), not
realising that direct implication of
the new Telecom Act is that the
cost of calling Humla from
Hetauda will now equal that

calling Kansas from Kathmandu. |
happened to talk with a few MPs
about this and they confessed that

the f as
now re-fashioned I(Se\' froma
beacon of hope for Nepal that
helped ‘modernise Nepali society”
to being a patron that “insists on
market liberalisation” which
incidentally has “failed” to “purify”
Nepali poliics, but “succeeded
exceedingly” in “Tuining our
society”. And oh, Michael
Malinowski is probably a nice guy,
by the way. So, to all literate
people of the world, lets unite to
throw away the “unholy triumvirate”

in one's choice of words? You can't
quantify qualitative variables to
draw causal inferences because the
degree of association is scientifi-
cally indeterminate. There is no
such thing as “correspondence”
between two ambiguous variables.
And most importantly, correlation is
not causality. As a person who is
paid to write, Mr Lal owes itto us to
do better than this. The least he
could have done is thrown a few
numbers around, and pretended

that he knewwhat he was talking
about.
iPaschim?
by email
FAIRAND!

'SQUARE
This is in response to Sunita Singh
(Letters, #89), itself a response to
Joyce Sliverstein's (Letters, #87)
critique of the faimess cream ad
published next to the Under My Hat
column in previous issues. Since
“Joyce Silverstein” is an Anglo-
Saxon name, Ms Singh automati-
cally assumes her to be of white-
Caucasian race stock. But for all Ms
Singh knows, Ms Silverstein could
be...an Afro-American? A West
Indian? An Australian Aborigine?
You name it. In her myopia, Ms
Singh makes a stand for the
“virtues” of fairer skin, therefore
denying parity of value to those
races, numbering in the billions,

about accepting people for what
they are, and not through the bias
of their external appearance.
Elisabetta Piomarta
Kathmandu

MR ESTABLISHMENT

| applaud the initatives taken by
Mayor Sthapith ("Mr Establishment,”
#90) and various civil society
organisations and donors to
renovate and preserve key parts of
Kathmandu, but their efforts,
encouraging as they may be, are
not enough to stem the cultural
losses occurring daily. While Indra
Chowk's Aakaash Bhairab temple is.
being renovated, the homes and
shops surrounding it are being lost
I took advantage of the bandh last
‘week to ride my bicycle through
Asan and Indra Chowk, something |
hadn't done since the 1980s.
Absent the usual crowd, the
changes in the old bazaar were
startling. One by one, traditional
Newar houses and shops have been
transformed from brick and wood to
drab concrete. The heart of
Kathmandu—a cultural icon and
important tourist attraction—is
losing s soul.

There are successful examples
in Nepal and other countries of how
to preserve traditional architecture
in busy commercial and residential
areas. Over time, property values in

many such neighbourhoods
actually increase. 'm afraid that if
action is not taken immediately a
unique part of Kathmandu's
heritage wil disappear forever,
causing cultural and economic
damage that Nepal can ill afford.
Nick Langton
Kathmandu
®  The Kathmandu Metropolitan
Council under Mayor Sthapith has
done a ot, but it has lots more to
do. | think the KMC should begin
to issue a community tax system
o finance its infrastructure and
senvices,
N Malakar
by email

Nepali Times reserves the right
to edit letters for length, clarity
and language. Al letters to the
editor must be accompanied
by a full name, which can be
withheld on request.
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AL PICS: PRAKASH IWALA

PRAKASH JWALA n LIBANG |

hereare winds of change
blovwing n Rlp. Forhe

s oy,

Reaping the whithwind in

re foran all-p:

abandoned. Their presenceis
important toshow the people that
they carefortheirwelfare, and toget
them o paricpate vith thirccted
h

bl Local political

N

BARBED WIRE TOW

leaders, the Chief District Officer
from Libang, and local eldersall

spokeaboutthe for o bringifc

poliical
proection ofsecurt forces have
returned to parts of Rolpa that
were under Maoist control.

Readingabout this n the
firavay capia t may notseem
like much, Butitisan indi

back to normal.

Aound the ime tharpolicicl

tha, alocal voluncrygroup

partisin Kath weresiting

hs k joint
efforts to take theiractivism to
ruralareas, poliical workers here

discuss what the peopl
could doin the current political
environment.

the changing circumstancesof the
insurgency that the Maolands of the
mid-west aren’tas impregnableas
they used tobbe.

"To be sure this dos not mean
that the Maoissare on the run
Butitis the firs sign that the ide
may be turning,and itisalso an

justthat. They
moved into arcas of Rolpa that the
security forces have managed to
liberate:thevillges of Thabang,
Gam, Mase, Sardobaroand
Madichaur. The presence of the
amy hasbroughtnow hope o the
N

different
political parties made commitments
o form an alliance against Maoist
violence, and agreed to spread the
word on the Maoiss' double

dsand hypocrisy. Especiall

This is a “peoples’ war”’ in which ordinary people I|ke Purna Bahadur Khatri, Amnt Bahadur BK, Tilak Nepa and
Bishnu Prasad KC and Seti Buda are being kille

Rolpa

operate only with the blessings of
che Maoists. There has been talk of
operatinga helicoper service to
Libang, but thatis just talk.

Rolpa hasalways been a food-
defict distict. Rolpalis migrate for
workwhen the food runs vt or

flown in. Now even
dm is dAﬁ‘culr, since thearmy is
enforcinga food embargo tostarve
outthe Maoists. And the Maoists
have plundﬂcdwham«crﬁ)od there

dup with Maoist
excesse. Everyone a the meeting,
agreed that the violence had to stop
s0 the diserict could get back to
improvin the vcs fthe Rolpls

from Libang. Hehad joined the olice

Nepal’s food crisis

ging the coumryw th or \ost serious food ct , according to 001
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). According to FAO's latest global food insecurity survey, South Asia, with
303 million of the 497.1 million hungry people in Asia and the Pacific, is the main hunger hotspot. And Nepal
is the hottest spot in South Asia.

It the only country in South Asia where the number of hungry people increased in the past decade--up
from 3.5 million to 5 million and the proportion of Nepalis who are chronically hungry has increased from 19 to
23 percent. An average Nepali had a per capita intake of 2,380 kcaliday in 1990, and by 1999 it had gone
down t0 2,290 kcal. “Poverty and slow growth in food productivity, which is currently lagging behind the
national population growth rate, are the main reasons for the increase in hunger in Nepal,” says the FAO report.

Women and drugs

A qualiative study on women substance users in and around Kathmandu has revealed some ajarming findings.
The research, conducted among 200 respondents by The Richmond Fellowship Nepal, Women Research
Project, indicated that the majority of women substance users were between the ages of 20-29. They started
using substan young as 12-19 years old, and many use multiple substances. What's more, 74 percent

«

Heleaves behind hiswidow, childand
ficher, Mohan Lal,asweeperin
Libang.

islefe. N
for far thar the harvese willbe |
looted. This has put the pricc of
grain out of reach—rice costs Rs
150 per pathi. Those whosuffer the
mostare the children, who fall sick
because there sn't enough to cat.
Andwhen they fallsick, there s no
ealth care. The people of Rolpa

jus try o survive from day to day.

InLibangl

Th + n

Purna

Je crowd around the CDO
officeevery day. Most have come

forcitizenship papers and passports.
SineNovebsmor an 000

ave been

Bahadursallover Nepal. Iésa
peoplesvaral right—ordinary

peoplelike Purna Bahadurand Amic
Bidudurdie Iisthe ) peoplewho

Harjang, Itis

made, mosdyforyoungmenﬂaemg
the Maoists. Many intend to
migrate o work.

Othersarein Libangtopay land

szkNepahandBuhnquﬁKL,
o teachers killed recenty, orthe
retited policemanin Pakhapani who
was hacked o death.

“Then thereare the illings by
the other side. Shibe KC, a teacher,
wasilled because th scurity

d that he

Thounndshaveﬂadth:Mams[ s tothe VDC secretris now

i tbe hinterand v che : :
|Elam’esafélyoﬂ1bar|gMany|nole don'tallow thecollecion ofland
havealready left o workin India. The llages. In late March
berteroffarelivingin Kathmandu,  they killed Amric Bahadur Khatri a
Dangandotherpartsof Nepal. But  peonof Bhabang VDC. Hiscrime:

cveniftheyarcaway, itdocsn'tmean

remindingpeopcin il oy

was.a Maoise. Earler this month,
fiveinnocentlocals were gunned
downaftera Maoist booby trap

have never been treated for substance abuse, 59 percent are involved in commercial sex work, and 38,68
percent said they had tested HIV-positive. As women and drug users, they face greater discrimination and
social exclusion, the study points out. Many have been abandoned by their families, as a result of which their
children have been neglected, they are ill-treated by health care providers, and they face harassment and
violence.

Peaceful citizens

Peace for all, Peace (orevev—mal 'sthe mol(u ol Haml Nepah Nagarik (We
Nepali Ciizens), a group of concerned, proactive professionals seeking a
respite amidst all the violence, terror and illings that the country has seen
in recent imes, The pressure group's agenda includes creating awareness
and developing promotional materials stressing the need for peace, and
the right of every citizen to live freely and peacefully. Their lst of do's
includes creating an environment to encourage peace talks and activating
volunteers to establish a peace coordination centre.

Human rights watch

S0 .

et e
ke e

Aweek after the governmen put a price on the heads of the Maoist top brass, reactions and sharp critcism
continue to pour in. The National Human Rights Commission is the latest to join the chorus of voices denounc-
ing the government's announcement that it would give out cash prizes for the Maoists, dead or alive. The

b ” : .
hd‘*y“‘*“gf. < 1‘”{]‘3"‘* taxes K by “’;‘“"I‘r“‘cje‘:"'ﬂt”.“”}“?‘;“ comission Says that this increases the possibily of violating the basic right ciizens have to lfe, and under-
ousesand thelr relatives. sabilty. H mily  who plante UC | mines the principles of a lawful state. Left leaders have also been vocal in their disagreement with the govern-

L L ) ) Ateacher from Korchebang, thardidnothaveenoughocacfor - Dil Bahadur Buda, a Nepali ment. Leaders of Masal and Ekata Kendra issued a press release Tuesday saying that the government's move
:in the Maoists d dtheJhimruk  bein the wllagcs Toadd © the Mahendeun, fled his village two han th hs ofa year. [ his daughs doesn't seek 1o solve the Maoist problem through political means, but by force.

the heartland of Maoistactivity.  power station last month, The feclingof sola- agoand had bcenh\mgu the  Maoistshad I in-laws Setiand Sahali and two

“Thisisn' thefirst ime that peopleofRolpa, who hadgorused i, Rolpa s beencuofFrom Ghartigaon poli h dvice-chairman of h Killed in the st

politicians have tred to re-starc iy, ate now back t0 the st of Neplsncethe Mot ameto thedlstncthe.\dquanm BhabangVDC. Rolpaisnowsynonymousvith -

political activity. Lastyear, the burning pi dhupias destroyed the after that poli was rued Libangh 1 doff  violence. Murd: and mayhem German Technical Cooperation

UMLosgniseda Rapi Pece Kerosencis tooeapenihe Mo towera Ratmate n Decerbr, by the Maoist 0, barbelvire. Thenil I d& W

March that passed hrough Dang,  ordinary peopl fersand “The onlylink to the ourside faoists ransacked his home hroughsecurity checkol seopkearedying, Thesurvivors Health Sector Support Programme

Sallyan, Rukum and Pyuthan hatthe Maoistsh worldi the Bhaluwang-Libang and now his mother, wife and five dleavingthe town. It looks ) dayroday.

Ivillages in Rolpa. desroying himruk,and road, which isactuallya dire track. children haveall moveddownto i I i Thousandsarchomeless. Thereisa Within the framework of the Health Sector Support Programme (HSSP), GTZ provides
At that time, s covel backbydecades. The road has been repeatedly Libang Pur’swife Purna Kumari b ffood. technical assistance to the MoH / Department of Health Services in four areas: Primary

direct challenge (o the Maoists
who had begun to fill the political
vacuum they d created in the
vllages by killing or chasing asay
local political workers. Even so,

Rolpa has many problems, but
the most ressing s the lack of
health care. The distric hospital
wasbuile many years ago, but
becausc of government incpritude,

thousandsof

never le patient. A

the fact thataier destroying th

brand newb min

actacked by Maoists, who stop
buses, block roadsand also blow up
partsof it every onceina while.
These days, passengers have to

said 250 armed Maoists came to
their house on 2 April,and forced

moresecure. Kumar Dasaud,
secrearyofthe UMLin Rolpasays,
T hoshad st

themout. “They told us your

six months. Herein

in Rolpa. This ime, i

people
thatpece i restored hat they can

h dall
parliamentary partics to restore
hope to the villages that they have:

X

their shattered lives.

had their children in private schools
in Kad\mandw Induand London.

'UML butall political partes holding
joint public mectings.

the pcoplcofRolpacurse he
government. And this i the district
9. ;

Two
people had gathered in Gam fora

hat asnot
what was said a the meetings, but

Rolpapl dark

after dusk. Thereis no power, since

g
how much worse the situation must

by sccurity for ) livi Libang e > poltcl paresant d Major of the post:
I justnoc worth the risk here," he recals tarfull Thereisan unofficial curfc people of « Assist the team in conceptual planning, and follow up of
an)'mm:, saysa transport opera- h unuwar of dh Rolpa mayyﬂmsplre(htmwf activities
or. “We hassles, L-h.\mgmn had been forced toflce  peoplebeingilled cvery day. the naion + Support the Team Leader in day to day management of the project
sometimes we are extorted, because the Maoists accused him of After the bartleat Lamahi and (Prakash Jwala is + Represent HSSP at stakeholders meetings and working groups
threatened, and our buses are seton beingan nformant. Afierhehad i elopterdeivering dead the UML MP from Required qualification and experience:
P i Ry i ; ercenenngC Saltyan, and . I:z:;;\aml;s;ng or Social Science degree with a Masters Degree in Public
tion tosay that the buses here can dchased the 11 lled outabody: lewas Purna visited Rolpa Understanding of Nepal's health care system, especially reproductive health

Fhis family Bahadur BK, a25-year-old constable 9-15 April) Experience with project planning and management

But thereare also signs that the
peopleare fed up with the violence
and they are no longerafraid of
styngso fhe ity ofthe

Health Care, Reproductive Health, Physical Assets Management and Community Based
Drug Management. For HSSP's Office in Kathmandu, qualified applicants are invited for the
following immediate openings:

(1) Deputy Team Leader, Reproductive Health Component

HERE AND THERE

N aalisnotalone: Thexuagloom and doom elingovervsem

ovzrmdeumlayanlu gdom Wsakindofpos11 Seprember

with vi di

ltical elite o deli

ble—so fa

h Wk Whetherische Amercan-ead

ot the World Trade Csnm, ort the tacr rhanhe csmmnesof the

the future holds even worsein store.

Consnder theevents rhat have b«n in rhe news| lately. In France, ne:ers

I pover. LePen's menp
prepars forcon I
dow-d . The Fr endl f i f rears to
come. Next door, a German high sct th blood. A b d
jusesocicry forged n th h of the 20/ cantury s worst racstoutrages is
oy forged h theaftermathofthe 2 ;
q P
domashom o the Middle B, A Tord ezl
thrceof theworld' forallbur theideological
fnngﬁmdrh&mly;\rmed.
S ol hel boutbloodshed. Look iccolip
v Turkey ndposly e pan. Al i -
d e h in of the ligh d entertain b 1} the latt

Global Kali

general collapse of ertaintie.In he 1990s,we believed in perpetual good times

If you are depressed about Nepal, just
look at the rest of the world.

e
Argcmm:s (/cmmlvd\cywdlsuffcnf]apanm\plcd:sfnanuall) Notthatl
thinkitwill do s spectacularly bu the loss of Japancse financial cxuberance
istroubling everywhere. The media has never seemed more disconnected
from realiy, cven asit touts“reality programs” as the Next New Thing that
we cannor do withou, An inseturion of socicty thar's supposed to inform,

donly then once

standards have been so gravely lowered that any old dreck will do. So long as
wecan lose our minds and escape inco the dreary oblivion of junk culture.
Even the BBC has to defend tscf aginst accusations of “dumbing down” s

wsuallyvorkd besting programming,

by DANIEL LAK

wi uh all (he fervour of the self-deceiving convert o a mhgon thatwe now feel

Iyt ke monc. Wbl up

daspiaions, begino

outofthe village, Tham Bahadur
has no idea of how heis going to
make ends meet, and joins hundreds
of other refugees n Libang who
have no home, no farm, no food,
andnowork.

Despite Maoist warnings not o
goahead, Rolpawasable o
organise its DDC meeting,and
attendance was mor than 90

percent. There are indications that

hey aren’tmet.

selfmaendy, dhsbeenhecacin Nepl.

tions. §vm1lav[y, the i vision ch]mmn and Blairi in rhs Iaxr dcadc ofthe 20"

century, that

ket capital,

sowscens s Thow i deborrsof 1 Spenberand e

dth i

 cup.

ouronce beloved cerainties. Wocis us. Sl up, move out, getaviay, cscape, gt

drunk, depressed and

up.Isthatall hereis?
Well, o i may be o bold. Ly blcve

h
Mandala House
APARTMENT HOTEL

Ly Apartments
ot

I than th

insprc . lemay bea tnism,butthevase m,m.;ynfm, wihin Nepa s borders

and b

childiencan proser Losingourgrip rghtat ‘hetime when ourkickneed usisa

i stmewe

learned

US-USSR nuclarwarwas cveryone'svourit fear.
1€ ime to connect with eality and take up our responsibiltes o simply gec
omvithitand o ugh. Blckhumour susied thepoplefEasen

pointthe way out ofour current crisis, One step aca ime, we can tear up the

calendarof alyg et our goodil—rtherthan urfer—to bind s

Twonderif

tusta

lotlike me. Andyou. ¢

Resort Hotel

at
Budhanil-kantha

For
Aesihetic Living, Dining,
Conference & Workshop
Tel: 375280, Fax: 371656

email: pvh@nepalhotel.com
wwwnepalnotelcom

Rs. 15000

Nagarkot, chiso chiso hawama...

ONE HIGHT TWO DAYS FACKAGE

t per person (win sharing)
507% off for children under 12

PACKAGE COMES ALONG WITH
Breskfust m Dinner @ Glass ofwine @ Transportaton
Organiredd activiies for kids on weekends @ Live band on Fridays
Vackageapples e e 1 Sepuemher 2002
= R applies o Nepuless and Expatriaies caly

b iraiza Nagehot B, s
Kb b, 1 2060, 4052 AL 410431 ovad: hobren e o

« Relevant research experience

« Clinical teaching / training experience

Applicants must be at least 30 years of age and have a minimum of five years working
experience in a similar position, preferably with an interational organisation. They must be
fluent in English and possess good analytical and problem solving skills.

In addition, they must have the following:

« Ability to lead teams and act on individual initiative

« Excellent communication and interpersonal skills

+ Documentation skills

« Willingness to frequently travel to the districts

(2) Reproductive Health Advisor

Major responsibilities of the post

- Provide technical advice to the HSSP team in the field of reproductive healt,
particularly adolescent health, Safe Motherhood, HIV/AIDS

« Support the technical team in preparing and editing technical reports

Required qualification and experience:

Have a degree in nursing/midwifery, medicine or public health

Have an understanding of Nepal's health care system

Experience in reproductive health/ women's health

Be a native English speaker with excellent writing skills

Have a working knowledge of Nepali

Position (1) is open to Nepalese citizens, position (2) to local expatriates. The vacancy is a
contract position for initially 12 months offering salary and other benefits as per GTZ
regulations. Interested candidates should apply with a detailed CV, references, passport
size photograph and contact telephone number to:

The Programme Manager, Health Sector Support Programme
clo GTZ Office, P.O. Box 1457 Kathmandu.
The closing date for applications is 15" May, 2002. Only short-listed candidates will be

invited for an interview. No telephone calls, writien or personal enquiries will be entertained
in this regard.

Women are particularly encouraged to apply
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Personality occult

What better, more providential, escape from our
worldly woes than star-gazing.

2001-2002 A

A=, SRS

avingendured the most spine-
chilling 12 months in Nepali

history, our 23 millon souls

year, which will last until May 20.
Ifyou consder the irse two wecks
oftheye, 2059 s ardyhada

d 2059 Bik ba

by PUSKAR BHUSAI

s

wisdom with artficial incelligence
could provide usa providential
escape from our worldly woes. More
importantly, though, it would
conform to offcal poliy as
cnunciated by Minister for Indus-
try, Commerce and Supplics Purna
Bahadur Khadkain his World
Intellectual Property Day message
last week. “Our traditional knowl-
edgeand folk cultue, too,are the
productsof the creativity of our
ancestors and) itis indispensable to
continuallyencourage the creativity
for furure generations,” Khadka
exhorted us. Nepals successes in
intellectual propercy protection
would help us not only gain
membership of the World Trade
Organisation bualso bear the
responsibilties that come with i,
the honourable minister added.

In the truc piric of
globalisation, we should strive to
harness theaccumlated wisdom of

T bout 15, )

in Nepalchat follow the Indian and

Chinese-Tibetan traditions, we are
tld Now thatsadecp ool o

}mn

h of the bureauc-

ugt

resoluions for the newyear, astrolo-
gersbelonging o almost every school
oo doded e

‘minister on Star TV. The leaderof the
n returns from Bhutan with

mq—dm we're wasting, Instead of
grappling with the national debe
through arcanc Keynesian theorics,

he wider world. Lec’s invite the
world’ best tarot card readers,
gypsy cliirvoyants, hicroglyphiscs
and TV psychics o offer purposcful
thoughts on ways of expanding our
revenue base, The svant from
Turkey who sid al those wonderful
m.np abouturprime minsra

why don't k)
round ablef eyl gaers under

d to
he]p s it forune- el from

posi wnforthe.
ic upheavals, freak

Jectionsand

Nep
licy. And our idol-

downpours, mid

st mxg}u

are some of the more benign
forccasts for the year. The timesand
cffcets mayvary, but th

preponderance o evidencethatthey are
themostardentintemationl supporc-
aoftheR: dir construction

ucceedin high cmploy-

mentand low inflarion by varying

interestand ax atesand public
. b

consensus i that the country is
neck-decp in troubleand maysink
another coupleof cenrimerres before
it can hope to getaifelne. The
main culprits are Mars and Saturn,
which arestcing ceily close to cach
other. Going by some accouns, we
arcalready in the worst phase of the

projectin Ayodhya. Ifyou can’t
understand whatall this means fora
county thatmay aleady hve.

become

ctary motions. [fwe getour hu and
Keturight, we might beable o
4

Im[cadofblammguneano(l\:r
forthe plunge i tourist arivals, we
should sart road shows specificlly
promoting Nepal as the prime
destinaion forall fururistic voyagers
and their fellow travellers. To
protect Nepalisand forcigners from
e possibl. depredat
P

someour leaders and underscand wh

Chandra’s stoty.

LUCIA DE VRIES in CENTRAL NEPAL

twas a picture-py ay. e north i

and the Kali Gandaki flowed placuﬂy at the bottom of the steep valley.

Children, some in neat uniforms and others in tattered blue tunics were
on their way to school. The women were busy collecting water, Saraswati had
adoko on her back and was on her way to her field. Then, three gunshots.
name s
mentioned. His sister Laxmi and sister-in-law Nila bury their heads and
cannot speak. Nila hasn't been able to inform her husband, who works
overseas, about his brother's death. “He's got many problems of his own, the
news would only make him worry.” The security forces come by often,
interrogating and sometimes beating family members of Maoists, and going
through their things. “We can't even show you Chandra's pictures,” says Nila.
“We burnt them the day he died.”

Chandra was a Kami. His mother died when he was just five, at ten he
nursed his father on his deathbed. One of his sisters took care of him.
Rajendra was his childhood friend from school, and recalls: “Chandra didn’t
even have money for slippers, he always went barefoot. He couldn't afford a
school uniform, so he stitched it himself.” Chandra and Rajendra were
always at the top of their class. After ffth grade, Chandra moved away to
work his way to secondary school. He sold newspapers, and took up the job of
his metalsmith ancestors. He paid his way through college and graduated in
English and sociology.

“Inthe twenty five years I've known Chandra | never saw him angry,"
recalls Rajendra, still using the present tense. “He had a passionate nature,
but would always convey his thoughts in a gentle way.” Chandra said he
‘wanted to be a teacher, or a singer. But the odds were against him.

Rajendra, a bahun, got a job as an English teacher at a local school.
Chandra decided to migrate to
the Gulf for work, and tried to
put together some money, but
couldn't raise enough. The
next thing Rajendra heard was
that Chandra, then 23, had
joined the Maoists.

Itis late spring in the _—m
village now. Time for the chaite huri storms that lash the hilltowns, swaying
trees, rattling doors and blowing roofs away. These days, with the storms
come armed men. At night, the knock on the door means they are Maoists,
some strangers, some relatives. Dressed in fatigues, carrying guns, they
demand food and shelter. At times they cover the walls of the school with
revolutionary slogans. Few people have the courage to refuse the rebels'
demands since they have heard enough rumours about cruel retaliation.

But the security forces are never far behind. It does not take long before
soldiers, wearing similar fatigues, arrive on patrol. All young men are
suspect, they are nterrogated and sometimes beaten up. ‘Here ve are
caught between the Maobadi and sena,” says one of Laxmi's neighbours.
“Anyume anything can happen to us." The headmas(er tries to get to the

the we

“He could have been a
leader and one day, and
done something great
for this country.”

war on terrorism while the restof
world islooking at Saddam Husscin,
blame the stars

Orstarc believingin them.

is
destiny. After that,wecan moveon fo
thespecifics ofourcyber aws

“This admixture of ancient

|mpmsd Weshould then ask the
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INVITATION FOR QUOTATION/ TENDER g@) NEPAL

The Ministry of Health with support of GTZ and Kreditanstalt far Wiederaufbau
(KIW) is processing the supply of medical equipment and instruments
to selected health institutions in the Mid- and Far-West regions of Kingdom

system based on
prediction hits and misscs.
Sincealmost cverythin
Nepalrevolves around po
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of Nepal.
2. Sealed bids are invited from eligible

June 17, 2002,
3.

with detailed

letter from the prospective suppliers from May 08, 2002 onwards.

4,

Bids shall be opened publicly, in the presence of bidders andfor thei
:00 hours on June 17, 2002 at GTZ Office Sanepa. If
the date for bid submission andfor opening happen to fall on an HMG official
holiday, the next working day(s) shall be considered as the dateis) for bid
submission and bid opening.
5. Bids or modifications to bids received after the closing date will not be
considered under any circumstances

6. Bids must be enclosed in a sealed envelope marked “Offer for Supply
and Delivery of Equipment/instruments”.
Bids should comply in all respects with the instructions to bidders included in
the bid documents.

The successful bidder must deliver the total ordered consignment within the:
delivery period shown in the bid documents

9. Local representative companies or firms should include bid forms with letter
of authorizations from their principals and an attested copy of registration of
VAT and copy of renewal of income tax certificates. All foreign bidders are
required to indicate, if applicable, the names and addresses of their local
agents logether with a copy of the agreement for providing service in
connection with this bid.

. GTZ reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids recelved and/or

rers or their

agents
for the supply and delivery of equipmentinstruments within 12:00 hours an

and terms and conditions are
available from GTZ Office, Neer Bhawan, Sanepa on submission of a request

accept any bid or part of a bid without assigning any reason whatsoever,

nominees. That way, losers won't be
able to comphain of conspiracies and
start scheming against party
colleagues. Winners, for their part,
would be humbled by the knowl-
edge that their success restson
celetial forces and might lcar to be
alitle patient with signature
campaigns regardless of the side
they reon. Once our leadersacquire
occult following, they would beable
o guide us to national salvacion in
allts splendour. Those of us
inspired by Churchillian commen-
taries willrealise that never in the
field of Nepalicivlisation would so
much be owed by so many to50 few.
“The precise moment we accept thac
blood, oil tars and sweat would no
longer determine our common
future could prove to be our
finest hou.

Make no misake,we will have

other uch

The local Kamis make gagri brass pols hut since the Maoists started
using them for their improvised explosives, the security forces are srict. Hari
is an 18-year-old who failed his SLC and has joined his uncle’s smithy to
leamn the ancestral craft. His face is blackened with smoke and dust. ‘Last
week they came and said we were helping the Maobadi to make gagri
bombs,” says Hari, “but this is our only livelihood. Now we don’t know whether
we can carry them down to the bazaar anymore.”

The women face different problems. With the young men gone, their
workload is overwhelming: tending the fields, taking care of the children and
elders. They have to fetch water, forage for fodder and fuel, and tend the
fields by hand. After some encounters with the security forces, the women
don't dare go into the forest anymore. Says Nila: “We try to tell them we're
just women and want to live in peace. But because our boys have joined the
Maobadi, for them we are the enemy."

The son of one of Chandra’s neighbours joined the Maoists when he was
13, *He had always been a strange child, always running off here and
there”, his mother, Saraswati recals. “ always had to drag him back after
school.” The security forces interrogate her from time to time, but Saraswati
doesn't care anymore. Her face hardens when she talks about her son: “My
love for him died when he joined the Maobadi. My big fear is that he will
come and take his youngest brother to the jungle.”

Night falls fast in the vilage these days. Rajendra talks quietly, and tries
to articulate his anger. “Our leaders still don't know what drove people like
Chandra to become Maoists.” Rajendra hates the Maoists, but says he loved
his friend. He is quiet for a moment, then says: “People change all the
time, Chandra may have changed his political views, he could have been a
leader and one day done something great for this country. On the day they
killed him, | felt | had died.”

Chandra was 27 )y undercover
ently posing as Maoists. They met him 2 day eariier ina diant tonn and
brought him to his home village. Walking the trail that he remembered from
his boyhood, Chandra must have looked up at the familiar row of mud
houses along the ridge. He may have seen the flowering fruit trees, and
noticed the freshly ploughed fields, rich golden brown, waiting for new life

At the chautara below the village Saraswati had sat down, a doko on
her back. That was when she saw Chandra walking up the trail, looking
handsome in grey pants and a colourful shirt. Four men suddenly sprang up
on him, kicking him. Chandra tried to stand up, but could not. The men
drew their guns, and pulled the trigger.

(Names and some of details have been changed to protect the

aswatching for the next spcllnf
perspiration that grips the deity in
Dolakha. If you want o rate your
chances of makingan eternal
contribution to thisastrological
endeavour, sctup an appointment
with the gentleman in Bhakapurto
getan cggsmashed on your
forchead. Ifyou gerit on your face,
well ough luck. 4
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Budget militarisation

Government has come out and announced its worst fears. Defence spendlng is expec!ed to almost
double, government may have to borrow to pay for salaries and other recurrent expenses, rev-
enues will remain low and development expenditure will shrink.

Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat, who has been keeping a pretty tight hold on the purse told
the State Affairs Committee he is worried about being able to manage the treasury in the coming
years. The security agencies’ wish list is long—14 helicopters (nine for the military), three for the
police and two for the armed police, in addition to new armaments, recruitment drives and other
logistics. Last year the government allotted Rs 10.28 billion for the army, police and armed police
combined. It has spent roughly Rs 3 billion over that to meet the security spending after 26 Novem-
ber. The military has already spent Rs 2.1 billion and has a request for Rs 700 million awaiting
approval at the Finance Ministry. The Home Ministry, for its part, has spent Rs 908 million over its
budgetary allocation. For the next fiscal year (2002/03), the defence and home ministries want a
combined increase of Rs 9.85 billion.

These figures are especially worrying in light of the massive slowdown in revenue collection,
which is growing by about 4.5 percent, compared with the 19 percent target that had been set for
this year. In terms of rupees, this translates into Rs 7 billion less than the roughly Rs 60 billion the
government had hoped to collect this year. The numbers include the collection after the imposition of
war taxes and duties announced earlier this year. The increased expenses and low revenue
collection mean that government will need to begin borrowing heavily to meet spending, even if it
were to remain at last year's level. The slowdown in development spending due to the security
problem has temporarily eased pressures on the treasury, but the impact of lower spending now
will be felt in the future.

Wooing FDI

The Ministry of Industries, Commerce and Supplies has declded lo a\lowl e epanmenl nflnduslnes 0
approve foreign investment worth over a bl"\DH rupees in fixed assets. The decision was taken at a
recent meeting of the Industrial Promotion Board. Prior to this, the department was authorised to approve
investments only up to Rs 900 million. In a separate decision last week, the government also announced it
would begin issuing 90-day multiple entry business visas valid for five years. The visa fee for busi-
nesses and people coming to research possible investments will be lower than that for ordinary visas.
Business associations welcomed the decisions, but say they are waiting to see if and how they will be
implemented.

Hotel Yak & Yeti has come up with a unique scheme to help prop up the
national airline. Anyone pal Airlines to

30 percent off their lodging and food bills at the hotel, and tourism seclov
entrepreneurs who get more tourists to fly RA will get free casino
coupons. Th astudy on
how to rescue the ailing national carrier, but a decision on the recommen-
dations is pending. The government has two choices—inject a huge
amount of cash into the corporation and run it directly, or look for a
partner to run it under joint ownership and privatisation.
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Food for thought

by ARTHA BEED

Who s thmkmg about consumer rights?
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chis s simply an instance ofa Nepali
manufacturer *borrowing”a success-
ful brandname.
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Ang Tshering Sherpa has been a touris
entrepreneur for close to 30 years, and in

the airline business since 1993. He is
chairman of Asian Airlines Helicopter,
Skyline Airways and Asian Trekking. Ang
Tshering spoke to Nepali Times about
marketing Nepal directly to overseas clients
and the domestic avii

NT: How has business been since the emergency?

Ang Tshering Sherpa: The emergency has had a negative impact—tourists
are down by 60 percent. There many factors—the palace incident, 11
September, the security situation and the emergency. Of course, those
tourists who have come know it's quite safe here. But those who haven't
think the situation must be extraordinary for an emergency to be declared.

How have you been coping?

From time to time, we go abroad and meet our clients directly and brief
them on the current situation. That helps lessen their fears. We tell them
that though there is a problem, no tourists have been attacked so far.
Some are convinced, they come. We have to send out a strong message
through the government, the travel trade. The goverment should try
harder with the embassies—many embassies don't update their websites, so
they have six-month-old news up. Tourists look at this and hesitate to come.

“We need to talk ditectly with potential touts

Has your agency had any cancellations following the recent cases of
extortion by Maoists

There have been inquiries. International agencies are concerned, mainly
those in the English-speaking countries, who tend to react quickly to news.
In cases of extortion, the money should be returned to the tourists.

Youive often highlighted the need for more airline seatsO

A country’s tourism depends  lot on its national carrier, Ours isn't strong,
which makes the long-term development of tourism difficult, Royal Nepal
is so weak, itis now reduced to flying in the regional sector. When it flew
Europe, it brought in about 2,500 tourists a month—oughly 30,000 a
year. If we want long-lasting tourism, we need another international airline
Tun by Nepalis. As long as there's no competition, | don't think RA will be
competent. | remember, when there were no other domestic airlines, Royal
Nepal had a box outside its marketing office, where we had to drop our
reservation requests. We didn't have direct access. If the staff felt like it,
they would check the box. Even when we called by phone, they never
responded, marketing heads never gave appointments. Today, they seek
us out. Monopoly never improved anything. RNAC needs a strong
competitor

What about other international airlines?

We can' just depend on those. Quite a few came, such as Lufthansa and
Dragon Air. But they withdrew after seeing no profit. Even Aeroflot, which
has been looking to more profitable sectors, has withdrawn flights. Not only
have the airlines disappeared, travel agencies have stopped promoting
Nepal. Can we afford to sell Nepal on the basis of international airlines
that might pul out any time? If an airine is run by Nepalis, as a joint
venture or solely with Nepali resources, they ll be obliged to make it run.

Is anything happening in that direction?
The realisation is dawning on the travel trade sector. There are about 400
trekking agencies in Nepal, about 450 travel agencies, and numerous
hotels—many empty. If a big hotel like the Hyatt invested Rs 50 million
and got guests, it could earn that amount in five days. If a trekking agency
putin Rs 500,000, and brought in tourists, it could get that amount back
as profit from five groups. But whether it is local investment or a joint
venture, the management should be handed over to outsiders.

Would people invest, given the history of the domestic airline indus-
wy?

There has to be a trustworthy, honest team. In Nepal, we've seen numerous
examples where people have raised money, invested, but pulled a fast
one. We need an efficient, honest management team. I'm ready to invest
whatever resources | have.

How come Skyline hasnit had to implement cost-cutting measures as

other airlines have6no staff lay-offs, no salary cuts?
When you run a business, you have to have a certain market in hand. If
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you doni, the commission agents will il you. The agents should depend
onthe ailines, not the other way round. Otherwise, you might have to fly
‘empty once you reduce the commissions. Most of Skyline’s promoters are
from the travel trade, so there s enough business to sustain it

What do you think of the governmentis recent move to hike the fees
payable by private airlines?

The aviation industry is i dire siraits. The govermment expresses
sympathy, but adopts stringent measures, doubling and tripling its fees. In
the current situation, parking, landing and navigation fees should be
reduced, but they've been increased. This makes it difficult for us to
function. All airlines have requested that fees be reduced in this critical
situation and have asked the Nepal Oil Corporation to be a bit lenient
about dues.

What about the proposed subsidies for flights to remote airfields? (See
Biz briefs, #91)

Itis a good idea, but hasn't been implemented yet. The rural areas will
have the facilty. Since there’s no subsidy now, we suffer losses. We can't
even raise money for the cost of fuel, and so airlines don't want to fly
there.

How is your helicopter division doing?
We were the fist to bring in heavy helicopters in the early 90s. The MI-17
revolutionised the rural economy, enabling equipment for development
projects and goods to be transported. We carry out rescue flights and
transport expedition equipment. They've stopped flying in food supplies
and there aren't many places to fly to owing to the security situation. Our
job s providing relief to the people, but we can't just land anywhere.
Insurance companies getjittery. It's difficult to fly even if we want to.

You have achain of hotels in Khumbu. How is the situation there?

It's the safest place now, so most tourists coming to Nepal are going there.
Hotel occupancy is good compared to other places, though of course not
as good as in previous seasons. Prior to the slump in tourism, industrialists
felt they were running the country, businessmen said the economy was
based on them. Now everyone’s sitting up and taking note that tourism is
also an important sector, The government s feeling it, industry is feeling
it, commerce is feeling t. The impact is being felt everywhere.

You actually studied to be a doctor, what made you change your

mind

1 did for three years, and was all set to be a doctor. But the climate didn't
agree with me. | grew up at 4,000 m, my college was at sea level. | was
always falling sick. The doctor suggested | go to a medical school in the
hills. | didn't want to be a doctor who was always sick. | thought I'd rather do
business and joined the travel industry. For some time | worked as an
assistant to Mike Cheney, a pioneer of Nepal's travel industry. Then | set
out on my own.



MIN BAIRACHARYA

ALEXANDRA ALTER
veryday since he wasa
pint-sized 12-year-old,
Tulisi Bahadur
Prajapati has collected
clay and kneaded it
with s fect. I¢'s tiring,
but nothing compared

wich what follows. Thimi’s

Prajapati potcer community

doesn'c use the leganc ctle

wheels most of us picture
porters working with. They use
old tyres filled with conerete

that weigh more than 300 k.

Starting the wheels is so

laborious,it i the only aspect of

pot-making that Thimi's women
don’t participate in. The men
turn these improvised whecls
with a pole ata frenzied pace
until the tyre s spinning fas
cnough for them to throw two

or three pors in about five
minutes. ‘I incredible that the
pots are so symmetrical. They're
thrown so quickly and the tyre is
so unstable and unpredictable,”
says Ani Kastan, an American
potter who studied porting
methods in Thimi. Larger pots,
such as the deodas used to store
chhang, are firs built up out of
clay coils and then beaten
smooth with a paddle.

Afer the pots are complered
they are dricd in the sun, then
fired in communal, makeshife
Kilns, that are built and de-
stroyed every four days. Pors
from cach workshop are taken to
the town square, where they are
stacked up, covered with straw
and ash, and then burned ina
kind of smoke firing. Smoke and
ash billow through the town’s

strcets. Not surprisingly many
“Thimi residents have chronic
lung problems. When the firc
subsides and the ash is swept
away, the pots are left to cool.
I¢'s common for over fifty
percent of the pors to be
destroyed during the firing
process. Those that survive the
firing e carried around to
different villages in yokes and are
sold door-to-door. “My father
used to walkall the way from
“Thimi to Swoyambhu selling his
pots,” Santo Kumar Prajapaci
remembers. Today some potters
have resored to vehicles, but
many still sell cheir wares by
ravelling on foor.

“Tulist Bahadur, now in his
seventics, may have entered the
family trade at the age of 12, but
claims he learnt the arc of
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pottery ata much younger age.
Like many of Thimi's children,
he began making potsasa
toddler, playing with clay and
imitating his facher. Today, he
and his wife Chinimaya maintain
his father’s porcery workshop on
the first floor of their house,
where they spend long hours
throwing pots.

But of their four children,
only their daughter has chosen
o follow the family trade. Their
three sons have moved o
Kathmandu to work as tilors
andin knitting factorics. Even
their daughter now works in her
husband’s workshop, leaving the
couplewith no one to bequeath
their studio to. I had hoped
thatall my children would
become portters, but I didn’t
want o interfere with their
wishes,” says Tulisi Bahadur.

Nearly all of Thimi's
inhabitants, who belong to the
Newar Prajapati caste of portters,
say their trade extends far back
in their bloodlines. But of the
estimated 8,000 Prajapatis who
live in the area surrounding
“Thimi, only 2,000 claim hac
profession today. The others,
like Bahadur Prajapati’s sons,
have sought more lucrative work
in Kathmandu as bus drivers,
waiters, or factory workers,
leaving many family porcery
workshops without an heir.

“The high rate of defection
from the porter trade is discon-
certing, but by no means
surprising, Potters ll over Nepal
work extremely hard for liccle
cconomic compensation. Most
of the potters in Thimi adhere
o thearduous tradiional
‘methods in which every aspect

of porttery production is com-
pleted manually—from mixing
and drying the clay to powering,
che wheel. OF the roughly 1,000
workshops in Thimi, only four or
five use modern potting technol-
ogy such as clectrically powered
wheels and kerosenc-fuclled kilns.

Since they don’t have cnough
Tand to grow their own food,
many potters walk to farms when
tice and wheat are being har-
vested, trading storage pots for
grain. They make just cnough
profit to survive on. “I go to
Kathmandu to sll pors when [
run out of moncy,” explains Tulisi
Bahadur. Buteven thatisa
challenge today. Few Nepalisarc
interested in carthenware pots
when they can buy cheaper,
longer-lasting mass-produced
kichenware made of stecl
or plastic.

With such impediments o
their livelihood, it's no wonder
thatso many of Thimi's porters
have forsaken their ancestral
vocation. “Pottery is a very

difficule profession now. It's
hard work for ltcle money,”
says Santo Kumar Prajapati,
who owns Thimi Ceramics.
Santo Kumarand his brother
Laxmi Kumar realised early on
that the obstacles facing the
Valley's poteers in producing
and marketing their wares
would only increase, and so in
1985 founded Thimi Ceramics,
one of che town'’ first modern
workshops. Moving with the
times hasallowed Santo Kumar
and Laxmi Kumar to be
innovative—and remarkably
productive. In addition to
clectric wheels and pugging
machines to mix clay, the
brothers own one of few
kerosene-fuclled kilns in the
arca, which can fire up t0 3,000
picces of glazed ceramics ata
time. Unlike the unpredictable
straw kilns used by most of
Thimi’s potters, the tempera-
ure in the brick kiln is adjust-
able, allowing the ceramics to
firstbe fired at a low tempera-
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ture and then refired at 1,000
degrees after they have been
glazed. The double-firing
technique melts the glaze and
ensures that the ceramics are
durable. “Nepalis don’t want o
pay for handmade pots that
break casily. Potters need to
find new methods,” belicves
Santo Kumar.

Retaining tradiional
procedures isn’talways a bad
thing—as a tourist actraction at
the Bhakeapur potcers'square,
itisa definite plus. But Thimi
potters have a lot more incen-
tive to aleer their archaic
techniques—few tourists visit
“Thimi, and those who do aren’t
likely to lug home an enormous
water storage vesscl. Butas
Santo and Laxmi Kumar have
discovered, traditional and
modern potting methods can be
blended to yicld a product as
acstherically pleasingas itis
practical. Combining classical
designs with modern glaze
technology, the Kumar brothers
constantly create new models of
tableware, garden ceramics, and
decorative picces that quickly
getsnapped up by horcls,
restaurants, and foreigners.
“Theirwork is found ac Horel
Yak & Yeti, Koto restaurant,
and Horel Kido, and colourfully
glazed coffee mugs from Thimi
Ceramics appear to bea staple
inany expacs kitchen,

Bolstered by the success of
their own workshop, Santo
Kumarand Laxmi Kumar
decided to bring other porters
in the arca up to specd. There
have been attempts to modern-
isc Thimi's potting techniques
in the past, most notably by Jim
Danish, an American potter who
lived in Thimi for nine years to
teach more expedient potting
methods. Danish’s most
significant contribution to
modern Nepali ceramics was
glaze technology, which he
taught Thimi’s poteers in 1980.
More than just an acschetic
touch, glazing serves important
practical functions, making
ceramics more durableand
hygienic. The red terracorta clay
chat Thimi potters usc is
extremely porous, making it
unsafeas kitchenware. Food and
liquids casily secp into the clay
and remain there as fodder for
bacteria. Glazing provides a
protective shild, and strangely
cnough, was unknown in
the Valley before Danish
introduced it

In 1984, Danish founded the

Ceramics Production Project, a
German-sponsored organisation
that provided training work-
shops and sold raw materials
relatively cheaply. Ten years
later, however, the project was
bought up by the private sector
and discontinued the sale of
materialsto local potters. That's
when Santo Kumarand Laxmi
Kumar sarted their own
collective, the Nepal Ceramics
Co-operative Society, which now
supplies materials for 14 pottery
workshops and 37 potters from
“Thimi and Bhaktapur. “You
can't getall ingredients for the
glaze in Kathmandu. For line,
feldspar, potash, quartz, and
chromium oxide we have to go
o India. We go oncea yearand
getenough materials for
everyone in the collctive,” says
Santo Kumar. The ingredients
necessary for glazing would be
prohibitively expensive, as well
as difficult for most potters to
obuain, but through the collec-
tivethey can procure these
materials aca reasonable cost.

In addition to providing the
chemicals and minerals necessary
for glaze, the collective offers
workshops for pottets who want
o learn ner techniques. Three
months ago, a Swiss expert came
o teach a new glaze method at
the collective. Though Nepal’s
ceramicsare il fachoms behind
the test o the world in most
respects, the glazed poteery
produced here s technically
supetior to ceramics in Europe,
China, India, and America—it is
lead-frec and non-toxic.

Even today, Nepal's ceramic
work has been eclipsed by
products from India and China,
both of which can mass-produce
mote durable stoneware.
Kathmandu Valley potcers have
until now been limited to the
brittle red terracotta clay locally
available and found under the
topsoil ofricefields. But
members of the collective are
developing ways to introduce
stoneware clay to pottery
workshops here. The rescarch s
expensiveand requites imported
Indian equipment. Even the
kerosene kiln operated by Sano

Kumarand Laxmi Kumar s
unsuitable for stoneware firing,
which requires a minimum
temperature of 1,280 degrees. At
such a high temperature, the
brick kil would melt, resulting
ina huge gas explosion. At the
collective, however, a small high
fire kiln has been constructed and
is being used to experiment with
stoneware clay and new glazes.
If the research at the collec-
tive is successful, there is hope

"
o

b

that domestically produced
pottery will one day supplant
forcign merchandiscin the
ceramic market. But Nepal’s
potters havealong way to go
before theyll be cquipped to
compete with Indian imports.
“To ival India, we need to be
able to produce longer lasting
stoneware ceramics. We'll have to
replaceall our equipment, and
that's expensive,” says Santo
Kumar. Such an undertaking will

I capial
investment and time, but for the
moment, the technical advances
being made in workshops in
“Thimi and Bhakeapur signal that
amovement to reinvigorate
Nepal'sceramic work s undervay.
Ifnothingelse the Nepal Ceramics
Cooperative socicty is working o
ensure that Kachmandu Valley's
portery tradition won't decline
further. ¢
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by DANI RODRIK

For growth, the

world needs less
consensus, more
experimentation.

coee
successfl countries—suchas China,
South Korca, Taiwan,and Chile—
usually combine unorthodor clements
withorthodor polices [tmayalo
accountforwhyimporantinsitu-
tionaldiferences persistamong,
advanced countries narcassuchasthe
rolcof the publicscctor, the narureof
legal systems

Fleeing from trouble, to trouble

CANBERR)/ b from aleaked
dragging an unconscious asylum seeker across a concrete floor have
sparked calls for a commission of inquiry into conditions in Australia's
refugee detention centres. At a rally outside the Department of
Immigration and Multicultural Affairs (DIMIA) head office in Canberra
last Wednesday, the Refugee Action Collective said that there had
been a protest last Friday night and this was just the culmination of a
series of incidents over the past months. The day before, a 12-year
old Iranian child attempted to commit suicide, an Afghani man
Jumped off a roof into razor wire and two men cut their stomachs and
wrists. The protests at the Curtin detention centre in western Australia
are believed to have erupted when asylum seekers grew frustrated at
their inability to get phone access to external supporters. (IPs)

The new crusaders

WASHINGTON - Conservationists and campaigners lmm Guyana.
Poland, Puerto Rico, Somalia, Thailand, and the Gwich'in indig-
enous tribe of North America were honoured Monday by the US-based
Goldman Environmental Foundation with the $125,000 Goldman
Prize. Many, including Fatima Jibrell, this year's

financial markets, labour markets, and

winner from Africa, have had their lives threatened in their fight to
protect th t against powerful corporate interests.

“The difference berween
cconomic principles and their

institutional embodiment is that

free. Incentives,

Jibrell worked across clan boundaries and through a civil war to
establish Horn Relief, an organisation that conducts awareness
campaigns about the ecological damage caused by unrestricted
charcoal production. In Guyana, Jean La Rose, an Arawak woman, has
also been harassed for working to stop mining on land claimed by
indigenous communities and helping indigenous communitis file
Guyana's first land rights lawsuit in 1998. The Gwich'in tribe have
been fighting for years against drilling for oil in the Arctic National
Wildiife Refuge. Pisit Chamsnoh, the Asian winner, is an ecologist
from Thailand's souther province of Trang, on the Malay Peninsula

logging, charcoal harvesting, and shrimp farming. The winner from
Europe, Jadwiga Lopata, works to preserve and promote Poland's
traditional family farms. (ps)

MayDay DRI

BERLIN - With the German econory jut ising out of the dolarums
and unemployment showing signs of slowing, the decision by the

; : day's owh, citon, hard-budgercon-
practiceof development hastaken root: mnscnsusSoulhKomandTaA\\m Today's trans, sound money, fiscal
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property dthenleoflaw.  industrialregimet y  canbehigh. e, or by awell-function-
“The natural emediesare claimed tob koffin the 1980s. These growth Laise theoptimal ing regul hority. Because
i b solution here,justas cisn'cin the I d-b
hich became th linsituroal i hand devel optimal reform
Gonedhated ; ! e, Desiab e I
duringthe  atleastcosttothesocialand politial i has price
laseffcenyears. Ebric. Ofcourse, hererodomy doesn’t i i hipi for designed with
vward pay icswi he mod . but,cqually  due regard to prevailing conditions
fithdisconcpion Consider d imporan, i and weighing
b of propertyrights anguish. Butsom ddi Iiple distorted margins. All
h thesocalld  of theworlds most succesful post. 1 I daptations require  pro-actve ol
“\Wmmgmn Consenus”than g A i for the stareand civilsociery,and
| I Discoring i labora ox b oer
better than ever in the 19905, but few T p the d i bl I h d institution-
i i than nviththe aperimentaion. Two-trackrcform ~ building, The world needs less
in the period before 1980, Or problem ofmhnologyadopnon workedwellin Deng's Chinabutnot  consensus now, and more experi-
consdrmore s counis— - Leamingwhatacountys(oranbe) - inGotbcher'sSovie Urion Impor- - menation. 4 sy
SoahKornd good ey challenge. it d competi
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powerful union IG Metall to ballot for a strike action over
6.5 percent pay rise seems questionable to many economists,
politicians and employers' groups. A strike by the 2.6 millon metal-
workers, crucial to the automobile industry, which accounts for just over
afifth of total world production and one-sixth of Germany's own total
industrial turnover—could bring prospects for an economic recovery in
the EU's largest economy to a grinding halt. A strike could begin as
early as 6 May, if members vote in favour. Employers are willing to
offer a two per cent wage rise to metalworkers this year.

The dispute is a problem for Germany and Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder who faces elections in September, but also for the 15-
nation European Union, which is looking to Germany, its largest
‘economy, to attack sluggish growth. The European Central Bank says
wage pressures are a risk to growth and likely to fuel inflation. Such
bargaining in Germany affects the Euro zone, comprising Belgium,
Austria, France, Finland, Luxembourg, Italy, Netherlands, Germany,
Portugal, Ireland, Greece and Spain. High pay deals in Germany will
force the ECB to cancel thoughts of interest rate cus to push
demand, an official said. IG Metall insists a substantial pay hike will
stimulate domestic demand in the economy. (s)
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ISLAMABAD - The opening ofa
European Union-Mediterrancan
Conference n Spain, this week
marks the second major
initiacive by the EU in

2002 t0 move closer toa
more broad-based, less US-
centic foreign policy. The
firsewas the EU-Organisa-
tion of slamic Conference
forcign ministers meeting in
Istanbulin February.

For the irst time i three
decades,a disinct European
forcign policy oudlook s cmerging.
perhaps driven by the unilateral
direction of the US ‘war on
cerrorism’. It suggests an independ-
entapproach on relations with
issues concerning Muslims and the
Isamic world. European sensitivity
to Muslim concens s vident
from three key developments in
thelastweck.

Firse, the decision of EU foreign
ministers, meeting in Luxembourg
Tast week, to send their highest
forcign policy official, Javier Solana,
nex month to “case Pakistan-India
ensions over Kashmir”. Like
Palestine, thisisan unresolved dispue
thataffcets Muslimsin the disputed
stteof Kashmir, inwhas e firc

by MUSHAHID HUSSAIN

Pakistan must stop putting all its eggs in the American basket.

Bosnian conflict. On 16 April the
Dutch government of Prime
Minister Wim Kok tendered its
resignation aftera reporc ofthe July
1995 massacre in the Bosnian town
of Stcbrenica, where 7,500 Musllm

Bue Pakistan prefers, as n the
past, to pucall itscggs in the
American basker. Erom 1980, for
the greater part of owo decades,
Pakistan hadan Afghan-cenric
polic highlighted by the oint

menand b
the Serbs under the watchful :vcs of
Dusch UN s vho failed

fihad with th
989, when Washingion diched
Pakistan after the Red Army’s

defeatand exit from Afghanistan.

to protect them,
declared a UN ‘safe haver.

itskind toward South Asia.

“This is whatis generally regarded as

Second, ina major put
opinion poll released on 17 Apil
by th ional Herald

e
World Warll.

From 1989 to 2001 Pakistan tried
o fashionits own Afghan policy,
cuting off friends and replacing
favourites unil it was stuck with
the Taleban. Th

Tribune, there was a wide gap in
Eutopean and American ercpions

hesech he political compk

the Pakistani isolated from its

ionoftheregion S Arbi o

the EU toplay

conflict. Th s
of French, Bnush German and
Ttalian publ, support the

lein the Middle Fast

ing Russian supporcas

whileer
1

Palestinians against Isracl, unlike
the US where supporfor Isracl
runs two times more than empathy
for Palestinians.

“Third, history is also catchi

by Saudi Forcign Miniser Pince
Saud al Faisal. On 20 April, duringa
visit to Iran by Chinese President
Jiang Zemin,Bingand Tehran

up with Europe over crimes
committed againse Muslims in the

“hegemony
intheregion’areference o the
United Satcs.

friends n the rcglon were
disastrous Pakstan

with Pakistan’s own
inerests—Islamabad
needs to join the growing
consensus among Europe-
ansand Arabs on key
issucs. These include
Palestine, the Isracl govern-
mentsarrocitcs,and
President George W Bush's
“axis of evil". And despite what
UN Specal Envoy Terje Rocd-
Larsen on 17 April denounced asa
“morally repugnant... horrific”
spectacleafter the Iracli operation
in Jenin, Bush the next day called
Sharon “a man of peace”. No
surprise then, perhaps, chat Egype's
President Mubarak, aclosc US ally,
declined to meet visiting US
Secretary of tate Colin Powell
during his Cairo visit carlcr this
month. The yawning chasm

be -t

Indian media

Foreign cash

e Indian government s reviewing a five-decade ban on
foreign investment in print media, having deferred a decision to allow
selective foreign direct investment (FDI) in non-news journals. Informa-
tion and broadcasting ministry officials said the cabinet did not take up
Wednesday the scheduled agenda of allowing 74 percent FDI in Indian
editions of non-news scientific and technical journals, as it wanted to
take a fresh look at the comprehensive policy. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pramod Mahajan told reporters that the government felt the
issue needed to be discussed in a “comprehensive manner.” The
government reportedly wants to review a 1955 cabinet resolution
banning any foreign investment in Indian print media. At the time, it was
felt that allowing foreign partcipation in the sector would be inimical to
India’s interests. India’s print media policy was primarily this cabinet
decision, disallowing foreign investment or any role of foreign players in
this segment. Though a parliamentary standing committee recently
upheld the resolution stating foreign participation in print media could
compromise national security and sovereignty, a senior minister told
IANS it was not binding on the government. (1aNs)

Finally, aid for Taleban prisoners
ours west of |-Sharif, i
prison for Taleban fighters, Last week, the Red Cross workers putup five
giant white tents, designed to hold 128 men each, in the prison court-
yard. Right away, they started emergency feeding of almost 100
prisoners who were chronically malnourished. Shebergan is the head-
quarters for General Abdul Rashid Dostum, an Uzbek warlord who
controls much of norther Afghanistan. The local prison, which s run by
his soldiers, houses more than 3,000 Taleban fighters who were captured
in the first phase of the war when the city of Kunduz fell to the joint
Norlhem Alliance-! Unlled States alliance last year. Some 800 are from

y
Musim world and percepions
among Europeans and Muslimsis
Tikely co widen asthe US secks to
cxpand the ‘war on terrorism’in
the coming months, chis ime with
possible action agains Irag.
Pakistan nceds o take cogni-
sance of these developments and
focusits diplomacy in Europe and
the Arabworld, o bein sync with
its own interests, as well as Muslim
opinion. Theemergence ofa
Europeanforcgn poicy, tcg:th:r

Rusea st ofthis mindse—
ground reliteshave changed but
Tslamabad sl treats Russia likea
Cold War adversary. Russia’s
relacions with former enemies like
Chinaand lran have geown afer
the beak-up of the Soviet Union.

with thei leo
Chinaand anasetive A world,
point to probable challenges to the
world view and policies of the ‘sole
superpower’, the United States, s it
secksto dictatea direction in the
‘war on terrorism’. § (IPS)

Instead of making foreign (Mushahid Hussain was
policyan appmdAg: of American Minister for Information in
the Na harif's )

OPINION

HANNA NASSER

Starving in Bethlehem

An eyewitness account of the siege of

the Church of the Natlvnty

.,.m.pcm.v hasb

I "“’,Tthed(“ lyand y pleaded
deliver basic necessite.

Thave never suffred ke Je,but I know whatit !

refuge. Tam a Christian, and in 1967 my family and 1 fled to the Church
ofthe Natiiysthe sl aemyimaded Bslehen, Westyed et for

sanctuary. dideh duri

World War L Oy

ot been given
th

dergysilinhechurch havebeenquie dincomeatons it me.
They

d

Their d

e desis

d, butalso on

d\c sanmry ofdxc holy site. As the birthplace of Jesus Christ, the 1, 400-

‘year-old Nativity is truly the mother ofall churches.
able soluti f d-offexist. Th

BETHLEHEM - Lam Hanna Nasser,the may hlchem. My homeis hurch should be permitted d d\cmxllmy
several hundred meters from the Church of he Natviy whichs curendy Those for hereis vid nedoing their
From my I itory. Neit kaw nor the Osloaccord:
have b the Greek Orthodox Church. Burntand crushed dition,soitis notan apti he accused Palestin-

h islified. i find ians toa milicary tibunl in Isacl Bechleh wait. L entered

hing to b

musicipl gosemment i 1976 nd L have b mayor for 5year. Thisis

The

has become impossible, We do notslecp because the soldiers b diionin which I'vecversn theiy. T ks have amaged
dis i ik hilealso t i buildi d over ld. FnrlSmonrhs.
he Palesinians in the church that their families villfce Lhrvdon(gwe ourism, theliféblood of thecity, datthecheckpoi
ked tojoin the negotiati icipal has lost $220 millon inthe astycar and  haf.
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200 P d nuns, friars. and
i £

i " dand

e
blocked. Th

hildren who have k

Nacivityare nor the only ones t risk of sarvation. ¢ rs)

(Hanna Nasser, mayor of Bethlehem, wrote this comment with
Ian Udmu, associate editor of the Washington DC-based

‘EastReport,)

the try of Pakistan. A few alleged leaders were flown to
the American base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in January after interfo-
gation by the US military, while 350 were released on the Muslim
holiday of Eid al-Adha in February. Those who remained have been
badly underfed and cells are overcrowded, with 50 men or more
crammed into a room. Dozens have died while in detention. The
humanitarian operation follows months of pleas for help by the local
Afghan military doctors who work in the tiny three-room infirmary here,
designed to hold about eight patients. (Ps)

iltary equipment symbolises the rapidly growing defence and securiy
ties between New Delhi and Washington in the changed political climate
after 11 September. The purchases include eight US-made fire-finder
counter battery radars, capable of detecting enemy artillery guns and
batteries and returning fire to neutralise them. New Delhi, reversing its
anti-US stance under the right-wing, Bharatiya Janata Party government,
was among the first to offer military support for the Afghan war. Though
Washington preferred to look to its trusted ally, Pakistan, instead, the US
was grateful for India's support and Indo-US relations have changed from
periodic policy reviews to an inflow of American miltary hardware. When
officials from India's newly constituted Defence Procurement Board
signed the deal for the AN/TPQ-37 radar system built by Thales
Raytheon Systems Corporation of California in Washington on 17 April,
it was the first major Indo-US defence deal in over 40 years. It also
reversed a policy that saw U.S. sanctions imposed following New Delhi's
1998 nuclear tests. Negotiations for the arillery-fire finding radar—the
absence of which was felt desperately by the army during the 1999
border war with Pakistan in disputed Kashmir—were called off after India's
nuclear tests, which y tests by in days. (1Ps)
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Peace prescription

Interview with Madhav Kumar Nepal, CPN-UML,
Chalphal, 28 April

What do the government and the Maoists need to do, to bail
the country out of this crisis?

First of all, the Maoists have to end their violence and murder,
particularly the madness and their attacks on electricity and telecom
systems, drinking water, radio and postal infrastructures. Stop hitting
basic infrastructures like health posts, bridges, ambulances, VDC
buildings and stop looting food being taken to the people. These acts
are anti-people and anti-nation. Such activities don't increase popular
support for the Maoists. Instead, people will begin to hate them more.
Everyone has been appealing for an end to such acts, and we also
repeatedly add our voice to the request.

More questions

Khagendra Sangraulain
Kantipur, 27 April

LD
..Don’twe need appropriate
means o achieve something?
Doesn’t cruclty lead to more:
crucly? Cana demonic mindset
and mass destruction lead to the
formation ofa sound human
civilisation?

But the Maoists don’t have

ears to listen to the qucsdnms.

The Maoists have severed

of the Rastriya Jana Morcha and
Amik Serchan of the United

many
disrits. Even newspapers cannot
reach district that do not have
airransport. All ypes of
newspapers, bigand small, were
affcced by the last generalstrike.
Although the transporc entrepre-
neurs said they would operate
their vehicles, busesdid not ply

People’s Front. For two days before
the public mecting, theleaders of
allthe poliical partis participating
will tour the Valley in open-toofed
vehicles to appeal to the people to
participatcon 10 May. Theall-
party meeting held on 30 April ac
thecnmlofficof the Nepal

C c

heir workers to

onlongand short routes, The
security forces had said that buses

o urge the

should be run in groups of 10, but

general public to participate n the

They cannotlisten toanyth
therequests, suggestonsand
adviceof the politica parces,
citizens and the general public. It
isasifthey an nlysmll che

The government also needs to make efforts to find a political
solution to the problem. It should be careful not to make anti it
tional moves that violate human rights. It has to end bad governance,
corruption and irresponsibility, and try to win support from all sides to
find a resolution. It must be capable of punishing those against whom
corruption is alleged, or those who are already tainted. It must be
open to take any path that could end the problems facing the country.
Itneeds to be flexible and alert, and willing to make the changes
needed, including amending the constitution.

Youive even said that you are ready to mediate. What has
been the reaction to that?

We said that if the circumstances were right, and if we could help by
doing so, we were even ready to mediate. We also appealed to the
Maoists to help build an environment conducive o talks. We asked
them to do two things—call off the five

day Nepal bandh and stop attacking

physical infrastructure. They did

neither. Itis clear that they

don'twant to come to talks.

They are being very

unreasonable and uncaring.

Evidently, they are unwilling

to listen to the wishes and

requests of other political

parties, the people and

members of civil society.

Government ministers have

also been very iresponsible

and gone about saying they

don't care about talks,

saying there is neither

rhyme nor reason in that

course of action ... We have

not given up yet. Instead of

losing hope, we are trying to

do our bit.

v svHans
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Asifthey
experience beauty in death and
music in screams. As if destruction
automatically means creation to
them. Asif in their view, chaos
itselflead: jon. Asil

that was not done. meeting,and all even parties have
G l egun collective and individual

arenot adoqua[e omakesociay | prepaions o doso.

wpto bandhs. Every ciizen has o | stood up for truth justiceand
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societyand professionals ssu !

cushy

them. Bal likeh

thescreaming s in their view,
‘melodious.
P

offices. Whose interests are most
hkcly m be hurt ifthe mmmm

headed the 1990 moementareagin
on

unite

isleanerand meaner without s
beard. Comede Prachandal

developed quitea mideff Iewas

interesting o s how theappearance

Ipolisics | democracy,sid Kiishna Gopal
the Maoists—haven't we now v.umunm power? No one seems Shmthznﬁhe(,PN UML, R::rrhe
reached the limit to th be ibout this. Why is me theradded that
actsthan can be carried outinthe | it that th Jewho talk i

name of Mao? Even ifthis peak of
destruction meansvic[owfcnhe
Maoists, what sortof reward will

and rule from

ad nauseum abou the skeletons
lefc behind by Pol Pot e sill ot
concerned about whatis happen-
ing in our own country? Ordo
they believe that the Maoist

like the CPN

there, s this the goal of the
current mass destruction and
rampage?

Oneparcof our socictyis
whatwe know as government,
which largely comprises people
keen to take whatever they can
while they are there. It has tumned

(UMD)—vegetarian commaunists?

Peace meet

Budhabar, 1 May

Aconsordum ofseven major
poliical partics plans to organise

out o bea capabl inthe
Maoist campaign of destruction
and violence. The citzens seem to
betrapped in the no man'sland
between the insurgency and
counter insurgency. On oneside
thereare the Maoists,and on the
other the government. The
country has been abducted toa
placeof violenceand counter-
violence. And thekcitizens have
become starcless. .. The prime
miniser,the leader of the ruling
ry and the main opposition arc
driving their Pajeros and Prados,
glance averted as US troops with
guns have begun to roam across
the country. They went to
Accham, Rolpaand Gorkha.

What, we worry?

Kishor Nepal
26 Apiil

in Gorkhapatr,

. Theinitiative taken by the
leaders ofindustry and commerce:
Rabi Bhakta Shrestha and Rajesh
KaiiShrestha was commendable.

Tewasthe first time groups

ELD woRrkston
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 Musical Workahop 22 b, 2dars ook, Fday & S S| | representing industry an
- % commerce gathered at New Road
ey S| | wopos [:c g:{.;zml strike. Stil,
Contact: Aliance Frangaioe, Thapa R | e s theredid nonopen.. It

(Opposito Rotary Cub) Phone: 241183, 243532 isagood sgn tha heindustry
which have
been dly subject to Maoist
y subj

hreats and demandsfordona-
tions, have begun to stand up 0
terrorism. But despite these
cffore, the large stores in theccity
did notopen, while smaller
storckeepers kept theirshutters
partially open. The well-known
Nanglo on Darbar Marg, the
Bakery Café in Basantapur, the
Tara Gaon restaurant on New
Road and the Kumari Restau-
rant on Putali Sadak were
among those that were open.
Besides thesc, many small stores
and tea-stalls were open in the
inner city and bylancs.

anallparty public meeting on 10
Mayin Kathmandu. The meeting,
isasymbolic move to protect the
achievements made in the 1990
People’s Movement, and to
protest the violence, murder
and destruction carried out by
the Maoists.

“The gatheringwill be
addressed by Girija Prasad Koirala
of the Nepali Congress, Madhay
Kumar Nepalof the CPN-UML,
Surya Bahadur Thapa ofthe RPP,
Badri Prasad Mandal of Nepal
Sadbhavana Party, Narayan Man
Bijukchhe of the Nepal Majdoor
Kisan Party, Chitra Bahadur KC

ovsrwhe]mmg response, with
conscousandjustice-oving mernbers
ofthe public participating o oppose

ofour
over theyears.

Anyway, on Tuesday weare
¢old that Chakra Prasad Bastola has
takenaletter from Girija Prasad

the conspiracy againstthe people’s | Koirala and delivered it personally
rightsand democracy, to Dr Baburam in Noida outside
The nexcal-paty meetingis New Delhi. Huh? Then on
cheduld for4 May.Afourpoint. | Wednesday thegovemment
agndabasbeen i forcheall ary | announcesaRs50 ik revard or
licmeetingon 10 May: "DrBaburam and

@ Procccetheachiovements made
through the 1990 People's Move-
mens;

@ protectthe countryfromall
formsofexrenis;

@ proresttheviolence, murderand
teroism;

o moveahead for progressand
dhange.

Talking heads

Comrade Prachanda, dead o alive.
“Thereisalso halfthatamountfor
anyone that gives information
leadingto the arrest of the two. So,
that basically makes Chakeaj
eligible for Rs 25 lakhssince he
knows where Dr Baburam s hiding

Riddle: IFyouare asking for
chei heads, then why talk? IFyou
arctalking, then why notdeliver
cheir heads?

| Thtsnocl Theamysabo

B RAUNIVAR

Sushila Koirala

Back at Sundarijal >10

“Revealing myself to myself.”

mlsses her and worries ahout her.
He also analyses the prison world
ﬂnd the predictability of its rituals.

e, asking why he
writes this diary, and decides it is
adiscovery of the self. Every
fortnight, Nepali Times brings you
transcripts of BP’s diary entries
handwritten in English.

16 January

There s no day when | don't remember Sushila. |
make sentimental journey to her in Varanasi when we
would be taking tea in the morning or in the afternoon.
In vacant hours, which are many in a day, she is
recalled to my mind. | have left her unprotected. She is
aweak girl, needs constant attention and care and
love, otherwise she will wilt, like a rare orchid in an
unpropitious weather. She has at the same time a
very high sense of honour. This combination—state of
defenselessness combined with a sense of honour—
is @ most tragic situation in which she finds herself in
my absence. She will now rely upon her God more
desperately and cling to her dancing with greater
tenacity. | pray, that her God and dancing will save
her till | am with her again. | will look after her properly
after | am released. She used to tell me that | don't
love her enough, that | only take care of her, | being a
conscientious man. On the day when | was leaving

for Kathmandu she said in a low voice that if | \oved
d

hear the hooting of the pair of owls in the

her | wouldn't have decided to go to Kathr
jail. You are wrong dear Sushila. | may not love you
enough, enough to satisfy you wholly, but | love you
all right. 1 am not merely performing my duty. | derive
happiness from caring for you, from being with you,
from just holding your hand. | will not say that my
decision to return to Nepal is my way of loving you,
my politics is not a reinforcement of my love, a
reaffirmation of it. | admit itis some kind of arival to
it. My dear, my political commitments have got to be
met. Itis a question of the whole lot of Nepalis and
my personal honour. Please understand me.

| hope everybody will look after her. The new
residence is in a convenient locality. She can go to
her friends and relations. Nanu with her children will
enliven her. Gradually she will start facing the
situation normally. After all, time makes one get used
to everything. Her health is what is worrying me. Let
her survive till | get out.

17 January

Jail is a private world within the public world. The
surrounding walls not only cuts off physically the
small area which is then made a jail, from the wider
world, they also create a tiny world out of the land
they enclose—a world with its own rhythm, style
and patterns. The most important physical aspect of
the pattern of this world is its regularity, or almost
punctuality of its events. All important events
happened at the appointed hours. Prisoners' bodies
get attuned to this rhythm—regularity . If you don't
see crows in the tree at 12:15 PM or the rat (we
have a shaggy rat here) at 6PM or the dhobini bird
early in the morning at the corner of the slanting roof
orin the evening gambolling on the ground, or don't

g—you feel that the rhythm of the jail life is

violently disturbed. And we start commenting, if
our food is not brought at the three appointed
hours punctually—if it is delayed by a few
minutes. GM immediately gets into rhythm and
you can set your watch by the successive
activities he does at successive hours punctu-
ally to the second.

| can't do it—I am always out of step with its
rhythm, hence is my jail life harder to bear. Apart
from the physical world that the boundary walls
create, they create a psychological world also—a
world inside the mind of the prisoner. Here | am
taken over by this world. The moment | step inside:
the boundary walls, became moody, introspective,
melancholy, sentimental, emotional, remorseful, etc
etc etc. Thatis why in jail | am regular in writing
diaries. Since jail's isolation doesn't permita
prisoner to record in his diary the events happen-
ing to him in the physical world, his jail diaries are
records of his mental states—mostly they are
discovery of the self through introspective
analyses of his actions. By reminiscing, by reliving
the past events of his life and analysing his
reactions to them, he reveals himself to himself.
Mostly, jail introspection and reminiscents [sic] are
reminders of his shortcomings, of
where he faulted or fell short of
his own vaulted estimation. You
start paying in remorse for your
thoughtless actions, for your
lack of understanding of other
people’s ease, for your haughti-
ness and arrogance. Perhaps this
catharsis will do good ultimately to
the man in prison.

C ,t .t
avid Lynch heads thejury at the 55 Cannes Film
Festival from 15-26 May. He follows in the footsteps
ofLiv Ulmann, Francis Ford oppola Clinc

Gangsof New York

for Cannes

(The Uncerainty Principl). Thestarofthe compeiton
isRoman Polansid, whose Warsaw Ghetto epic The
Panistlooksan aly avouric o the Palmedd Or.

Th

Chatyang Masterin b
on Radio Sagarmatha, 26 April

Lastweckall Nepalswere shown, on
television, the most recent picturcs of
Maoistades,andver oldhat

. The security for

00 for
ﬁcxow madc mulw,mnd pmols“

hasbeeniiped oopen (Iusvcar sevent. Lynchisa Cannes
Jild Ac Heart won the Palme D'Orin 1990,

Troubleis,f

availablein Darbhanga (in Bihar) for
about Rs5-10,000. Texpect thereis
now goingto beabigboominhe

told us: take agoodlookat these
guys, because we have been looking
allover forther, butwecan'tfind

sle offactory-made pistol across
the border. And why not, ifyou can
makea cool Rs 10,000 profiton
cach pistol?

QUOTE OF THE WEEI

“Maoist leader Badal misused the education he received in Russia.”

— Russian Ambassador Valery Varanovich Nazarovin Rajdhanion 30 April
(Maoist military commander Ram Bahadur Thapa,alias Badal, obtained a bachelor's degree from Russia)

T IEHER

Above: Valuable heads
Below: Worthless heads

TEFTST Himal Khabarparrika, 29 Aprik-14 May

ot year Maulholland Drive won him besediector.
Sharon Stoneand Michelle Yeoh, of Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon fame, willsicon the ury with Indonesian

\X’wdy/\]hnsHuﬂ)wuodEn(Lngmal{udxup(nmg,
20-minute scgment of Gangs of New York will beaired,
and Robert Evans'documentary, TheKid Staysin the
Dicture getsa European premicte.

Films in competion:

SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES
University of London
(Department of the Languages and Cultures of South Asia)
Researcher (Hodgson Collection cataloguing project)
3 year Full-time Fixed-Term Contract
Commencing £ 21,815 p.a. inclusive
Vacancy 02-59

Applications are invited for a Researcher for a fixed term of 3 years to produce a

ofall

in the Hodgson

in the Oriental

and India Office collection of the British Library, London. The postholder will be
of each

actor Christine Hakim, and ¥ Punch-Drunk Love,
directors Claude Miller, Regis 5 Paul The derson, US
Wargnier, Raoul Ruiz, Walter A i3 o Bowlingfor Columbine,
Salleand BilleAugust. ' a ) Michad Moore,US

American lmsarethemose | @ ¥ s AboutSchmids Aloander
interestngcompeionselecons |+ WE5b | g Payne,US
thisyear. Alexander Payne, whose ALEN Demonlover, Olivier Assayas,
Flection catapulted him to the i France
front rank of US film-making, has | Trreversible, Gaspar Noe,
anewfim, AbouSchmidein | w’, France
competion. Thisisanovel | Lo adversaire, Nicole Garci,
adaptation,and provides Jack y ance
Nicholson witha powerhouse ole h ‘W " MarieJoctses deux
asawidowerin his 60s. There'sa T amours, Robert Guediguian,
Camnesdebuoranothrbriht S8 France

aul L’Oradi Religione, Marco

Thomas Anderson, whose ollow- Bd]od\lo.l}ﬁfn
upto Magnoliais Punch-Drunk Spider, David Cronenberg,
Love,aromanticcomedy with Carad

Adam Sandlerand Enmly Watson. |
“Thefetivalalso arures Michacl

Bowingfor

Columt
| Afeastyeastoalshucoutof i icors om
thisyear
Lhm B producons (3o notsen snc he four
madeivi 1999) ik Lagh'AllrNothing Ken
Loach’s Michael

LeFils, Lucand Jean-Pierre
| Dardenne, Belgium
Kedma, Amos Git, Isae

Chihwascon, Im Kwon-tack, South Korea

Unknown Pleasures, Jia Zhang Ke, China

‘The Man Withouta Past, Aki Kaurismakd, Finland
10, Abbas Kiarostami, Iran
AllorNothing, Mike Legh, Biin

Ken Loach, Britain

compeciorwith Wonderand and Welcome o Sarjevo,
takes his 24 Hour Party People.
Returnees from 2001 include Russian cinema’s

dard b leksandr Sokurov, who follows his Leni

24-Hour Party People, Michacl Winterbottom, Britain
O Principio da Incerteza, Manodl de Oliveira, Portugal
e Pianist, Roman Polanek Frace

Russia

bipc Tauusiha it ingleshot b o
Leningrad’s

ImcrvcnumDmnc,l:lmSulﬂman Palestinian

Gitaf's Kedma examines Jewish immigration into Ismzl on
theeveof the 1948 Warof Independence. David
Cronenberg’spid k McGrath's London-set

Hollywood Endmg “Vuud\ Aum, US (opsnmg film)
Amin v, L laude Lelouch

to produce )

to a standard format,

establish links between the various documents in a system of cross references,

work in close

worldwide web.

1 with research assistants employed on a short-term
basis, and prepare the completed catalogue for publication and posting on the

The successful candidate will hold a doctoral degree on a subject of relevance
to this project, or be in the Iale stages of writing up such a PhD thesis. An ability
to read and understand 19" century Nepali, Sanskrit and/ov Newari is essential,
as is a familiarity with the political history of 19" century Nepal and its
socio-cultural context. The postholder will also be expected to have excellent IT
skills, and the ability to work alone and meet deadlines. Experience of I|brary

cataloguing (particularly of

Closing date: Friday 7 June 2002

University of London
‘Thomhaugh Street
Russell Square
LONDON WC1H 0XG

and an ability to read and understand Persian and/or Tibetan are desirable.
Membership of the USS pension scheme will be available.

An application form and full job description may be obtained from the Human
Resources Department, School of Oriental and African Studies, Thornhaugh
Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG (Tel: 020 7898 4132; Fax: 020 7898
4129; E-mail address: humanresources@soas.ac.uk). CVs will only be
accepted when accompanied with an application form. No agencies.

SOAS is an equal opportunities employer

website p ),

SOAS

with Ralph Fi inthelead.
Orh:rm(cmauonzlcinemamndbyxinc]ude[mnlanAbbas
Kiarostami (10), Belgian brothers Jean-Pierreand Luc
Dardennes (The Son), South Korean Im Kwon Taek (Stroke

Splnl d Lona Cook, United States
Devdas, Sanjay Leck Bhansal, India
Araat, om oy, Carda

Cidado de D Fer Meirelles, Brazil

ofFire), and Manoel de Oliveira

hroeder, France

urderby B
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EXHIBITION

< Paintings from Bangladesh by Khalid Mahmood Mithu and Kanak Chanpa Chakma.
Until 5 May, 11AM-6PM, except Saturdays, Siddharth Art Gallery. 411122

+ Paris—city of lights Exhibition of photographs. 30 April-9 May, 9AM-6PM, except |
Saturday at the Alliance Francaise, Thapatahli, opposite Rotary Club. Organised by the )
French Embassy and Alliance Francaise.

4% Synthesis of tarai art by SC Suman. 8AM-6PM, until 5 May, Indigo Gallery, Naxal. 413580

TOWN

EVENTS

< Mahendra Narayan Memorial Day Rastriya Sabha Griha, 3 May, 1 PM

% Workshop on Presentation Skills and Public Speaking at ELD, 9-10 May. Details at
wwweld.org.uk, eld@wlink.com.np. 524202

< World Press Freedom Day forum on Right to Information: Constitutional Provisions and Practices.
The Everest hotel, all day, 3 May, registration starts 9AM. Organised by the Nepal Press Institute, Press.
Council/ Nepal, Federation of Nepalese Journalists and UNESCO.

< Endodontic Workshop by Dr Richard Mounce, USA, Hotel Yak & Yeti, 4 May, 8AM-6PM. for more
information contact Dr Neil Pande, CDE-Nepal, National Dental Hospital, www.smilenepal.com

% New dates - Festival of War based on episodes of the Mahabharata. Annual drama production of
Studio 7. 3/4/5/10/11/12 May at the Naga Theatre, Hotel Vajra, duration 1hr 15 min. tea and show Rs 700,
reduced student tickets available. vajra@mos.com.np. 271545

+# Sixties and seventies night Buffet dinner and dance party. 4 May, 7PM, Rs 699, La'soon Restau-
rant and Vinotheque, Pulchowk.

< Nepal Education and Book Fair 2002 Discount on academic and general books, study abroad
information, on-the-spot admission to foreign universities and colleges, career guidance, contests and

more. 3-11 May, Bhrikuti Mandap exhibition hall. )
% Planete Enfants World Peace Cup Football tournament .
for street children in Kathmandu to promote child rights.
Jawalakhel Grounds, 4 May, qualifiers kick-off 8AM, semi-finals N
1PM, finals 4PM. Planete Enfants and Saathi. 524217, 411078 b
Music
% Club Rumba Latin band, salsa food until midnight. Early bird discounts between 8-9.30PM, buy one,
getone free. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999
% Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526

Down Memory Lane Teesta plays tunes from the 50s to the 90s, Wednesday nights, Rox Bar, Hyatt
Regency Kathmandu. 491234

+#  Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Thamel.
414336

DRINK

< Beer Mug Club Talk beer, drink beer. Monday nights, Rox Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234
< Metre of Malt Single malt Scotch exhibition. Shot on the rocks, or 12 single malts economically
packaged for Rs 999. Piano Bar, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

< Classic teas Thirty teas including all Dilmah Tea's herbals, greens, blacks and Oolongs. Also llam,
Darjeeling, Makaibari and more. The Coffee Shop, Hotel de I'Annapurna.

FoOD

< Friday Night Sekuwa with live music by Himalayan Feelings. Rs 555 net per person, Rs 1,010 nett
per couple, Dwarika's Hotel, 479488

< The new Roadhouse Café Completely redesigned with separate bar seating and coffee bar.
Original Mediterranean specialities, and wood-fired pizzas coming soon. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel,

#  Krishnarpan Restaurant Six-16 courses of ceremonial Nepali cuisine in authentic setting, Dwarika's
Hotel. 479483

% Weekend Brunch Rs 350 per head, special package available with bowling. Oriental and continental
unch or dinner by the pond. 1905 Boardwalk, Kantipath. 225272

% Saturday Live Buffet with unlimited draught beer and live music by the Rusty Nails. The Fun Café,
Radisson Hotel, 11.30AM-2.30PM, Saturdays. 411818

< Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

< Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thursday and
Sunday nights. 416096.

GETAWAYS

% White rhododendron getaway at the Horseshoe Resort in Mude, three hours from Kathmandu. Two
days of rhododendron walks in forests, package tours at $30 per day, all meals and sauna included. Email
resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

% The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast and dinner,
25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

4 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer package with two days, one night with breakfast, dinner, transporta-
tion and activiies. Rs 1,500 per person with twin-sharing. For Nepalis and expats only, Club Himalaya
Nagarkot. 414432, 680083

Overnight packages including TGIF from $99 per couple at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an organic farm in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Up to
Rs 1,200 per person per night including meals. aaa@wlink.com.np.

% Shivapuri Heights Cottage 30 minutes from Kathmandu, staff guides to monastery, peak and
reserve.

Rs 1850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, children under five free.
info@escapetonepal.com

For inclusion in the lsting send information to edtors@nepalitmes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

The wet days are nearly over, but isolated thunder-
storms will still strike without warning late afternoons
next week. Reason: the prevalent northwesterly front
is being replaced by a low pressure system bringing
winds from the southwest. This will raise daytime
temperatures, suck in the yellow dust from the Indian
desertinto Kathmandu, reducing visibility. The higher
temperatures will also activate mountain convection
systems and trigger storms along the southern slopes
. ofthe Himalaya.

KATHMANDUVALLEY
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BOOKWORM

‘Taking the Kalachakra Initiation Alexander Berzin
Snow Lion Publications, Ithaca, New York, 1997

Rs 1,065

Kalachakaische high ) Jogical
andbiclogilyce B xphi ¥y he theory, the i dtheir
implication in decidingiif d and the

| mostimportant

Secrets of the Blue CIiff Record: Zen Comments by Hakuin and Tenkei Thomas Cleary, trans.

Shambhala Publications, Boston, 2000
Rs 2,465

Th HAku[nand'l k chis vol

not the renown

Fthe ra ybring o the

otonly!

cause of their

en meaning, rather than

literary criticism or academic :Amlvs\s is the crux of their tasks

Ch

expositors.

Tibet: In

Rs2,465

Honour of Jeffrey Hopkins Guy Newland, cd
Snow Lion Publicatons, thaca, New York, 2001

Hopkins' contributions as a scholar and teacher make him an ‘opener of the way” in the academic

sy of Tiberan Buddism. Theesaysn

ibute volume deal notions of

The curious reader B oks to buy

Take time out this week to see what’s happening
in the world of books.

and 83in theeducationand book bonorprovided
eur}\cmnd\ccomenwdnhc section. The book illinclude heir job easier.
glases. Yes,youwichyour  inemational namessuchasthe Undcrtxhnng]am, booksand

headsmck inabook Ifstime

Cambridge University Press, Orienc

yon the

objectrelaions heory.

lirary production in classical Buddhist Tibet and perspectives on Buddhism from psychoanalytic

Bornin Lhasa: The Autobiography of Namgyal Lhamo Takiha [ SRSTY
Snow Lion Publications,Ithaca, New York, 2001 0 Sttt

Rs1,230  fomm i Laias

Inthi theauthor, wh

Tibet before the Ch b

‘m:‘u ther of

Daki Lama,

educationndiaand nderhe Chincsein Tibe, hrlifein urope overeing esrdemen prjecs,
i fehe

her relocation o the US and herer

I return to India, wh o B ]

Government-in-Exile. s

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and
breakast, ransport both ways, three-course
gourmet dinner. Rs 1,440 or $19. For reservations
fing 441494, 680006

House for rent Ground floor: ving room, ktchen, ~ *
dining room, one bathroom. First floor: master

bedroom with attached bath, one bedroom,
bathroom, panty. Second floor: one bedroom with
attached bath, store, lobby. Third floor terrace
and laundry room. Location: Galfutar. Tel
412004

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at

on full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
highest, firs” o any other superative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the moon.
By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant and
Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15
percent off season discount

Fl I don’t miss our special FUCHSIA
More than 60 new and very beauiful

Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant
and terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas .
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from

clay oven, ice cream, soft gutar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events

varieties of FUCHSIA, recently imported from Europe,
are on sale now, fo the first time ever in Nepal. Only
at THE BISHALNAGAR NURSERY, tel. 431797, five
min. from Bhatbateni Supermarket, two mi. from
Bishalnagar Chowk (tum right and downhil),

hardwarcareinthe same category.

grody, Longman, Addison Wesley Longman,  The Nepali diasporain north-ezstand
k the Krishy d d north-west India ch 1]
1]Jh\|ew|l|bcﬁ:\ln(|pmwlu\g1mund Macmilln India, Nepalisandbyslike  marke, butbecause booksd
theannual Nepal Education and Ratna Pustak Bhandar, Himal Books, come under the Open General

Book Firat the Bhrikui Mandap
Exhibiion Hall, The i, which lasc
yearattracted 50,000 visiors,
displayed dlose o one million s
and gencrated some Rs 1 billionin
revenue, isone of the biggestcrowd-
pulersin this city where bibliophiles
have fewchances oindulge thir
giltyplasureonsucha rgescle.

Ekta Booksand Mandala Book Point,
and even INGO's like WWF Nepal,
‘WHO,[UCNand theKi

Licence (OGL) egultions,the

P Spy on the Roof of the World Sydney
Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2002
The author's 1950 climbing expedi-

 tion to the Himalaya turned out to be
" a life-threatening adventure that

[

NT predicts the bestsellers
at this year’s book fair

Kamaiya: Slavery and Freedom in
Nepal Peter Lowe

Mandala Book Point and Danish
Association for International Coop-
eration (MS Nepal), Kathmandu,
2001

Rs 700

involved the Chinese and Indian atthe
highest level. Betrayed by one of the many spies
operating on Nepal's border vith Tibet, his group was
captured by the People's Liberation Army. Their
subsequent escape over the Himalaya in mid-winter
is one of mountaineering’s great epics,

Women War and Peacein South Asia
Rita Manchanda

Sage Publications, New Delhi 2001
Rs472

This volume challenges the centrality
of men’s experiences and thearisations
of conflict in South Asia from Kashmir
to Sri Lanka, Bangladesh's Chittagong Hill Tracts to
tribal conflicts in Assam and Nagaland, and Nepal's
Maoist insurgency. It focuses on women's experiences
as representing alternative and non-violent ways of
negoltiating the construction of conflicting identities
and on women'’s conceptions that privilege the notion
of a “just’ peace.

Vo
it

Mother Sister Daughter: Nepal's

Press on Women

Sancharika Samuha, Kathmandu,
002

Rs325

This collection of newspaper articles
from English-language newspapers
and translated from the Nepali-language press
focuses on how society sanctions inequality and
cultural control, and how this affects women's health,
d\sunmmaﬂcn and violence. It also showcases stories

d |

Mahendra Trust for Nature Conserva-
tion. Aswith most events this year,
the spotlight will be on mountain
issues. The pavilion of the Interna-
tional Centrefor Integrated
Mounain Devclopmentvillindude

Santosh Chettriof GEMS says
the basic pointisthat ths s not
justaprofit-makingventure. “Vistors
may not nccessaily buy books or
enrolin the colleges,butat eas chey
haveaccesstoanarmay ofinforma-

heldin tion.” Says Madhay Dangol of

1997, ly 47 paricipans i theworld. Mandala Book Point,which hasbeen
from Nepal, Indiaand K Colleges, universities, and other m»ol»cdwhdufmmml?‘)& “An
‘mainly ducational India, m rease in necessar-
Theoqmmsm Global E{pomuan USA, Malaysia, Australia,Swizer- y y profitforus. There
and ViaragementSnie GEMS), and UK Carad ardly any profic
weein forabitof 1l Nepl - cvens Ourconcemis dhawehope
tumoutwasn'tquite whatthey'd willbelooking ol ! Ip developa reading habic
expected. In1999, GEMS tcamed up lm(udv abroad. Therewill .\]mbc amongNepa]As dharicvillopendei
with the National Booksellersand plenty of ITinsti 1d”
Dublishers Association of Nepal Singaproc'sATS Imommon “The NBPAN isalready working
(NBPAN) and togethertheymanaged  Technology Instiure, Aprech, on that with six asociations from

b Pentasoft, and Manipal IT Education.  the SAARC region. The idea, which
Nepaland India to put their goods on The. fnrmll beheldfrom3-11  they developed last year, was to
isplay. May, but and career 1 book fair with
1998 compured vith he30.000 sectonillonlyun unl 6 May.  supportfrom the SAARC Book

p sandthe  Tickets for reRs 10 Development Councilin New
participants were pleased tobx per head and studens 5 Delhi. The plan s that each SAARC

associated with whatvias urning out
tobeasolidannual event.

percentoffif theyarn school
uniformorhavevalid ID

country will host the book fair on a

rotation basis, and the other six

‘Askany regulararthe i, and problems,
For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36. theyllcllyoutheresonitworksis— Inmos parsofhevord, merdhan-
hecon i i disemeantforext
There’ i aand duty breaks. But there’sno
extbook ! Nepal. The
books, childs if d plai; book

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Auteft dar
BBC dureft @av

Radio Sagarmatha

old fiction. Add to that the burgeon-
ingmumberofsalsthar ispense

importssimply haven'tbeen sorted
ou. Thereisn nclcarlvdtﬁncxi

ofd  pol
thehungerofyoung Kathmands ¢ .
wogetan education, and you havea P | il
winningcombination. is\'tnﬁsdandrhepanoﬁhc

This year there will be 142
participants—S9 in the book ection

consignmentbeingreaurnedis
counted slowiy, one by one. Nepali

swill particip a
good sclction. All publishers will
be requested to donateadisplay
copyto the SAARC lbrary. The
NBPAN also envisions promoting
co-production, joinc authorship,
and thesale of subsidiary righes. If
all goes according to plan, they
andicipate thatthe regulations
governing cross-border rade of
books will be made less cumber-
some. The firse SAARC book fir
will ake place in Sepember this
yearin Dhaka. 4

themselves, and frt-person
acoouns an opinion peces on gender sues

Dangerous Wives and Sacred
sisters: Social and Symbolic Roles
of High-Caste Women in Nepal

Lynn Bennett

Mandala Book Point and Columbia
University Press, Kathmandu,
1983/2002

bl

s

Rs 800

Bennett, a development anthropologist, examines
the social construction of gender among Bahun and
Chhetri Hindus in rural Nepal. Through a detailed
examination of the social, mythic and ritual struc-
tures that shape the interaction between men and
‘women, this study reveals the symbolic roots of
women's power and the complex social insftutions,
norms and beliefs that seek to contain that power and
direct it to perpetuate the patrlineal group.

in phot hs and first-person
{estimonies the development of the Kamaiya
Freedom Movement, which emerged around the
tenth anniversary of democracy. In three sustained
months of campaigning—marches, sit-ins, cases and
petitions, demonsirations, press conferences—the
movement forced the Nepali government to cancel
the kamaiyas' generation-deep debs.

Why Men Don't Listen and Women
Cant Read Maps Allan and Barbara

earse
* Manjul Publishing House, Bhopal,
01

EEE T

The controversial book that suggests
that though of the same species, men and women
live in different worlds, in part because their brains
perceive things in different ways and their chemical
make-up is radically different. The authors say they
focus on different things, talk and listen differently
and have very varied abiltes with understanding
space—all of which has an impact on love, sexuality
and relationships.

*Kay Gardeko?": The Royal
Massacre in Nepal Prakash A Raj
Rupa & Co New Delhi 2001,

Rs 200

My Quest for the Yeti: Confronting
the Himalayas Deepest Mystery
Reinhold Messner

Macmillan London, 2000
Rs1,500

Staying Alive: Memories of Women
in Prison Durga Ghimire
Jagdish Ghimire Kathmandu 2000,

The Dreadful Night: Camage at
4 Nepalese Royal Palace

12 | Aditya Man Shrestha
Kathmandu 2000,

;. "4 Rs500

B

The Symposium on Nepalese Industry & the

NOTICE

:"Challenges & O

for

inNepal"to be held 1y

due technical reasons. A new date for the symposium will be announced within a week.

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

The organizers regret the inconvenience caused due to this postponement.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

arbeitfrom me o cock my snookatall of:
out there who think this country g
has come toa grinding halt, but

having just attendeda three-day
nationallevel seminar-cum-
workshop a the Himalayan Horel

on the theme “Participatory

Approaches o Figuresof Specchin
Post-Industrial Journalisms

Retrospectand Prospect”, we now

know that thereistill hope for some

of our old and tired lichés,

Many increpid editors e rescuing
someofthese hackneyed phrases and idioms
from their dustbinsof history, rstoring them
todaily headlines and thercby giving them a
clean chit so thatwe, the readers, can take up
the gauntlet and carry coals to Neweastle. In
otherwords, the poinc [ am trying to make here s
that weare alkingin terms of cating humble i
god forbid, robbing Peter to pay Paul), cven ifwe
have to pass the hat around while trying o te the
Gordian knot becwixt Scyllaand Charybdis.

For those of you who in high school never had o
memorise the extbook, The Student’s Companion
by Wilfred D Best, I take the liberty of presenting

(with examples of usage). | know thatit may be like
looking fora necdle in a haystack aftcr casting pearls
toswine,butthisbrief guide s essential to make head
andlor il of oday’s newspaper headlines and T hope
my valued cients will ukeit n the spirit thata stitch
in time willsave nine. Yes, you may take notes:
“A rolling stone gathers no moss.”
Never quite been able o figure that one out, buc
think it has something to do with keeping the balls
rolling in your court.
Eg: Decadesaficr leaving the Rolling Stoncs it
suddenly occurred to Mick Jagger that he hadn'tyet
gathered Kate Moss.
A o

Idiot-proof idioms

Cortect me f L am wrong, children,
but  think it means thata
W homawork well begun s half-done.
“Eg: Afierhejumped the guninthe
100mdash, Phaindrawas

badbeginnings madegoodendings.

“If wishes were horses

Y Thisis myall-ime favourite,
S and luseicevery chance L gec
80 Eg Afierreceivinga request for
% 19 helicopters, Minister Mahac
said offthe record: How the hell
am1 goingto pay for hem?
“Zeal without knowledge is a
runaway horse.”
Asyou can e, horsesarea recurring them,
English proverbs,
beggar would put his or her cart before a
runaway horse with zcal if he or she had his or
her wish.
“Abird in hand is worth two in the bush.”
Love this one. It means the litle one possessesis
worth mote than what one i likely to obtain.
Eg: Asnight fel, the poacher realised that the thino
horm in his rucksack was worch two that were sl
actached to their owners.
“Too many cooks spoil the broth.”
From personal experience I know that this s not truc.
Ificwere, Iwould be able o rustle up a mean sweet
and sourapricot duckall by myself. Bue I can't. I need
aroomful ofhelpers.
Eg: Fiftcen heads in the kitchen are better than one.
“Atwit’s end.”
“This one exactly describes my feeling at this very
momen,

Eg: Ashe got ready to hang hs hat,this columist was
achis wit's end as to how tostira homnet's nest witha
cein his bonnet,as wellas cock his snookata blot

onth h

g
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all him Mr Daura Suruwal

and he just smiles. For
Bharat Basnet, Nepal's
national dress is a tailor-made
mission statement. Even the
i ing—itisn't

eco-friendly, traditional Kantipur
Temple House, Bhojan Griha, or
Koshi Tappu Wildlife Camp. Walk
around Tundikhel on any given day
and chances are you'll see Bharat

some imported synthetic mate-
rial, but handspun kogati woven
by Nepali hill women. “What's the
use of extolling the virtues of
good old Nepal to tourists if we
don't practice what we preach?"
asks the award-winning

tourism entrepreneur and
environmentalist.

Depending on how you look
atit, Bharat Basnet is either a
vanishing breed, or a pioneer in
the renaissance of Nepali culture
and a new eco-consciousness. But
most of all, he doesn't just sit
around like so many of us,
moaning about how dirty the
streets are, or how polluted the air
is. He does something about it.

And it isn't just his Explore
Nepal Group's much-imitated
pra %

and his staff wit
their faces, brooms in hand,
cleaning the green.

When he saw the mounting
piles of garbage and litter at
Tundikhel, Bharat took it as a
personal affront. He got the
Kathmandu Metropolitan City to
allow his volunteer group to clean it
up. After they finished with the
grunt-work on the grass, they even
cleaned up the patinated old
statues of Ranas on horses. There
are now signs everywhere reminding
people that Tundikhel is a litter-
free zone.

Bharat would not leave even
Mayor Keshav Sthapith alone until
the KMC stopped
using Tundikhel as
a garbage dump.

“People have
to learn to be
responsible
themselves
and stop -
gaping atthe 5= 0
authorities ain
every time something needs to be
done,” he says passionately. All
things considered, the municipality
took the rebuke pretty well—they
recently awarded Explore Nepal
their annual Environment Prize.

This isn't Bharat's first cam-
paign. Explore Nepal helped
throw out the diesel dinosaurs
called Vikram Tempos, cleaned up
the Valley's parks, and launched
an anti-plastic bag campaign.

Twenty-two years ago when he
came to the capital from Khotang,
Bharat had his sights set firmly on
a college degree. He got that and
more. Today he's much more than
justa successful entrepreneur, he's
amodel citizen. ¢
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