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Emergency elections

There is more to the Deuba-Koirala fight than meets the eye.

whetheror not he holds the clecrions as

scheduled on 13 November. Furchermore,

with parliament dissolved, thearmy can get
I h !

till November.
 Congess sacks Deubaand hissupporters,
and Deubaformalsasplc.

much of a fuss.
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King Gyanendra will make two goodwill
visits to neighbouring countries after
coming out of mourning on 1 June, a
source close to the royal palace said. The
six-day India visit is slated for the third
week of June, followed soon after with a
China trip. The India visit s finalised
down to the dates, and will be announced
after the dates for the king's China visit
are confirmed.
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Lumbint’s rebirth

- Things may finally change at the Buddha’s
birthplace. For the better.

Lu
weeplng wall for pilgrims and devotees. Decades of disinterestin dlslam Kammandu
Gautam as amonument to

neglect and prevarication. All that may be about to change.

When the 60-year-old Mayadevi temple structure—the white box with the pipal
tree—was pulled down in the early 1990s and the hallowed ground beneath it
excavated, it seemed the final desecration. Since the dig was completed in 1996, the
site has remained closed to the public, and the excavations covered by tarp and tin.

But suddenly, th The L todaya
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hive of activity, and the nativity site is set to open to visitors within a
couple of months. A part of the new structure is ready for the ancient Mayadevi
statue to be re-consecrated on 26 May, Buddha Jayanti. The completed structure will
display the excavated ruins of the temple complex put up in the 3" century BC, which
includes the historical “marker stone" said to pinpoint the spot where Mayadevi gave
birth to her illustrious son (an event the ancient statue commemorates).

There have been enough reasons in the past decades to give up on Lumbini. The
ncaring
bureaucracy, and demanding Buddhist groups fighting for control of the Lumbini
Development Trust (LDT) and its dollar-and-yen potential. The terrain has become
more complex as th in Lumbini Kathmandu Valley
Buddhists to include hill and highrmuumam Buddhists of Nepal. Added to all this is the

this time?

of the Musiim locals who populate the Lumbini area, who feel left out in
the rush Lumbini's Goto Cyp15
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A SIMILAR PATH

0 nce more, we are made to pay for the tiny minds and large egos of our poliicians.

Once more the nation s held hostage by their myopia. The dissoluton of parla-
ment, the November elections are just outer manifestations of infighting in the

The Buddha is all things to all people.

ferthe dissolution ofpariamentand
animminent reimposition of the

emergency, the Maoisis have oo

E ther path of recrogres-
sion, o jin hands with orher democrti

uiing party. We can only hope that by making this desperate move to save his own skin,
Prime Minister Deuba has inadvertently done the one thing that could bring the Moaist

leadership to the mainstream. But will the underground comrades grab this chance? One P

d One, the

henumberofpeople whocalldremsclves  the place has been sold to the world asa togetthe Dalai Lama
T Buddhistsin Nepal has,according tothe  pilgrimage sce. of Lord Buddha Fea ofmbhmg the
latest than doubled in the After di the templ 0
lastenycan. Foranofficil Hindukingdom,  ofMayadevisinallybeing b Lumbi h
i i Hovever, t Dalai Lamais,aficrall, not Jm((h’:spui(wﬂ,

head of Tibetans in

of the lessons Nepal can take from Peru i that if you want to fight an insurgency, you have
to first put your poltical house in order. You can' have poliical parties clawing at each

suddnjum o cnprcnis ot

infumous“Maser Plan” hasbecn dnq;gmgun

other in parliament while the security forces try to fight a guerrila war.

exile. But there s really no need for the

Nepal's Maosts are travelling the wel-rodden path of the Peruian

The parallels between these antipodal uprisings are stiking. Their remote and rugged

altplano is our mid-west. Peru and Nepal have simiar populations of disenfranchised,

marginalised ethnic groups and capital-centric eltes who have shown breathtaking
disregard for the hardships and misery of ellow-citizens. When revolutionaries took up
ams to capitalise on this bitemess, the state in both Peru and Nepal came down hard
But responses designed to nip the rebelion in the bud had the opposite effect: the

atrocies of the Peruvian security forces in Ayacuicho in the mid-1980s had parallls with
human righs violations that accompanied Operation Romeo and Operation Kio Sierra in
the mid-west in 1996-98.

For anyone who wanted to predict that tis country was going the way of Peru, the
writing was quite literally on the wall. Back in 1993, the streets of Kathmandu were painted
over with blood-red grafiiti proclaiming soldarity with the Peruvian struggle, and when
Sendero Luminoso leader Abimael Guzman was caught that year there were ‘Release
Comrade Gonzalo!” slogans emblazoned across the country.

Our comrades have followed the Shining Path model to the letter, even cleverly
naming their doctrine the Prachanda Path by playing on the Nepali word “path”. (Of
course, the Peruvians were such purists, they didn't want to start a personality cult by
naming their revolution after a leader.) But there is no doubt about it: both revolutions
essentially follow the paths of destruction. The aim is to destroy the presence of govern-
ment and symbols of ts oppression through devastating slaughters that spread panic and
demoralisation through the sheer shock of brutaliy.

“The core of the ideology in both cases is therefore to play on the psychological
impact of violence and mayhem so that people, in the end, lose faith in government, in
the economy, and, to cut a long story short, in everything “old”. By their own admission,
the comrades in Peru and Nepal both like to say that they don't believe in the “old", and if
any residue of the “old" is allowed to remain, it will undermine the “new’.

The panic and anarchy feeds on itself, and Peru came close to Year Zero. The
security forces had been chased away from large parts of the country, and the strangula-
tion of the capital from the countryside had begun. It was in fact while the Shining Path
querrillas were on the verge of advancing into Lima that an intelligence breakthrough led
to the arrest of Abimael Guzman.

The difference between the Shining Path and Nepali Maoists is that our comrades
have contested elections and served in parliamentary parties. Some of them have even
been members of pariiament. They could go back if the conditions are right, and
elections in six months may be just the thing. To be sure, they vil first have to live down
and atone for the mayhem that they have unleashed. But more brutal rebel movements
have been known to join the political mainstream in other countries.

In Peru, the govemment reacted late, but it got its act together with a multi-pronged
counter-insurgency sirategy that employed a classic “shield" and “sword” approach. The
shield was a grasstoots development programme that aggressively redressed past neglect.
The sword used military pressure and effective intelligence to go after hardcore cadre,

‘tunan foryears Lunbini Deveopment T o follow i
hasthere  international Buddh geemslyto Lunbinivon'tgabil the
beenah ke Lumby And despite insistson keepingthe
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1967, and King Mahendra recognised the

Itseems absurd, but the Lumbini

importance of hose precious dropsof ears,

Development Trust has made nocffort o date

contemporary disciple tovist the place of
his birch too? ¢

d build on the achieve-
‘ments of the people’s movement of 1990
“The choiceis an urgent one.

Avthe hearcof cvery insurgency and
rebellion i the goal of purring the legii-
macyof the powers-that-be on tial. Andso
it has been with the Maoist “People’
War'. The Maoist justification for the
insurgency isderived from thefilure of the
government,and inded the poliical
system, in addressing the basic cconomiic,
social, and cultural development of he vast
majoriy of Nepalis.

“The Maoists portrayed their ebellion
asan attempr to provide an alternative path
to Nepal’s progress In the carly phasc alls
against ruraleconomicand social xploita-
tion, untouchabiliy, injustce and discrimi-
nation of dalits, indigenous cthnic groups
and women were at the forcfront of the
Maoiststruggle.

‘They drew artention to the unfinished
agenda of Nepalsunification, and the un-
addressed issues of Nepal asa nation-statc.
“They appeared to question the contentand
direction of on-going development cfforts
on grounds of their reach and effective-
ness on the lives of the poor and the
disadvantaged.

“This srategy played a major rolc in
the relacively strong supporc and
consequent expansion of Maoist influ-
ence in rural Nepal. Despite the murder
of political opponents, of xtortion, and
an increasing milicarisic tendency the
movement spread rapidly. In other
words, development or the lack of it
provided the raison d'ctre for the
People’s War. Orso it scemed.

However, since the ratification of the
cmergency by parliamentin February the
main targetof Maoist desruction has
fumed to infrastructure. Telecommunica-
tion towersairports, community-builc
hydro power plants vere destroyed. Nearly
athousand VDC offices, hundreds of

An emergency for the Maoists

The Maoists now have to decide which side they are on:
the side of destruction or the side of democracy.

schools,and the Sanskrit Universiy ha
been razed. Now, allprivate schoolsin the
mid and farwest have been forced to close
down. Even health centres, Red Cross
offices, drinking watcrsystems and orphan-
ages have not been spared.

‘These acts of wanton and brutal
destruction are not isolated, neither can
they be dismissed as instances of
indiscipline within the Maoist ranks.
Had it been, the Maoist leadership
would have repudiated them and disasso-
ciated itslf from such reckl

mentinfr not have been
serving the dispossessed direetly, but the
problem s not with infrastructure, the
problem iswih ts reach among the poor
and the conditions for it use.

Aschool,a health centre,a universicy,
community buildingsand offces, roadsand
bridegs, clecticty,drinking vater, homes
for the destituteand the helplessare

domesticand forcign, o lose ranks. No
wonder, Nepal is fst becoming an “inter-
esting” place, ineresting cnough to bea
playground forforcigners. Nepal has
received more powerful dignitarics in the
Jast six months of the emergency than in
its lase 12 years as a democratic state.
Surely, the message on the wall should
be there for all o see, including
the Maoists.

“The truth isindecd ugy. A blune Nepali
proverbsysiall:hen the valurs ra,

by PITAMBER SHARMA

o democracyisan accountable democ-
racy, nothing ess. Those who ignore this
history arc condemned to repeatit.

Eversince they suddenly walked out
from ncgoriationsin Novemberto stage
thatill-conceived artack on Gorahi,the
politial credibilit of the Maoists i
newlow. They have made an cfforcara
dialogueagain, butthe ball s n their
court. Bya few chosen unilateral actions,
such asa declred roral and uncondiional
stop toallacts of destruction of develop-
mentinfrastructure, and a ceascirc fora
fixed duration, the Maoists can tillregain
the credibility they forfcted. Their
response to the clections in November will
be carcfully watched.

Willthey create the trus for a peaccl
resolution to the present criis and pave
the way for negoriatinga furure for Nepal
inwhich theyvill be partners? An
extension or re-imposition of the emer-
gency could strengthen the hands of the
forcesof etrogression and status-quo. The
lascsix monchs of the emergency have
clearly shown thatiis ncither conducive
nor dsirable 0. political esoluion of
the riss. A democracy under susined
cmergency can very wellscal its
own fate.

‘The moderate left policical parties
lost the opportunity in the past by not
showing a pro-active policy and pro-
grammatic response to the Maoists’
actions. They helped strengthen the
handsof the foces of the staus quo by

there must be acarcass

facilities thatare needed in

all societies, no matter

d from the

They may not perse, but
they ol and inscparzbl

vibrant democracy yearsago.

is not i the

Clearly, the destruction of development
has been a deliberate act to score
political points. What is incomprehensi-
blein this madnessis the purpose they
serve and the message these acts convey
to the publicat large.

Why has a rebellion whose avowed
objective was to out-legitimise the
government in the public ye, been so
benton de-legitimising irslf? Develop-

nents oft. And these faciltcsare not
created by magic wand overnight,thereis
acosttoitand invariably it the public
that has to foot the bill. In the case of
Nepal, quite simply, the destruction of

ot ea delib

politcsation of the people. Terror cannot
beameans to make people “sovercign”.
Physical liquidation of individuals s notan
alternative o the bartle of deas. To refuse
reasonand diogue sa bass for he
creation of h

actof pushing the country furcher nto the

hands of the donors,and of course, India.
Irisalso an open invitation and a call

forall defenders ofthe starus quo, both

progressive social and cconomic changeis to
nurure otlitarian dictaorship. And the
intent ofall dictators (ideologies notwith-
standing) isthe same. The only alrernacive

agrecing to rc-impy
three months ago. To support the rc-
imposition of the emergency, irrespec-
tive of how Maoists respond to their
all, would be suicidal.

The governmentinsiststhat the
sccurity forces are making major gains.
The Maoistsinsist that they are not
losing, The truth surely lics somewhere
berween. We only know one thing for
sure: atthe rate of one thousand Nepalis
Killed every month, the only losers and
the ones truly bercavd are the Nepali
people. The question simply is: who
dares own the Nepali peoplez 4

LEARNING TO COUNT

Hemlata Rai's ‘Counting on
Nepal' (#94) was interesting. It
is good to learn that the 2001
census will soon be out. Many
new facts are shown through
this census, but the most
intriguing thing s that ethnic and

MORALITY

This is not the time to do re-
search on the Maoists to see
how they evolved, or whether or
not they are true followers of the
Great Helmsman (‘Maoismina
post-Mao world,” Puskar
Gautam, #93). The present

dramatically more than the
actual numbers. This may be
due to the fact that the re-
spondents did not understand
what they were being asked.
Therefore, as language names
they gave names of clan or
place instead of the actual
name of their ethnic group or
language. Complications arise
from the differences in the
naming of ethnic identity and
language name—an ethnically
“Ral" person speaks a language
distinct from another person
who s ethnically the same.
Tejpuri or Gangai, on the other
hand, speak the same language
as the Rajibansi. But they want
their own ethnic identity. Thus
they claim to speak “Tejpuri” or
“Gangaf". A scientiic language/
linguistic survey should be
conducted by an authoritative
body as soon as possible to
determine accurate numbers
of languages and ethnic groups
inNepal.

IS Toba, Kathmandu

situation in Nep

of various things, such as lack of
political commitment, no sense of
responsibility, misguided profes-
sionals, corruption, mismanage-
ment, and most of all lack of
values and confidence as a
nation. It's a shame that the
credibility of our nation is fading
and that we are no longer in a
position to decide our own
destiny.

Many say the Maoist revolu-
tion has its roots in corruption
and poverty. | have my doubts. It
started because of our lack of
sense of values and selfishness.
We don't have to follow Mao to
tackle poverty and corruption, in
fact Mao may not be the right
person to follow as his own
country has abandoned his
ideas. Itis a classic example of
how immature and mentally
straitjacketed we are as citizens,
50 much so that we are reay to
destroy our own lives and lives
of our children in a fit of pique at
our present poliicians.

iSameeri , USA

®  After the advent of the Maoist
insurgency the morality of fruth
has taken a back seat. The rebels
who were once lauded by the
people for social reformation have
now plummeted to the abyss of
satanic acts. They have lost all
humanity and ethics, they have

Rana, Nandida Rai, Manisha
Kapoor, Bharati Shah,
Reema Gurung, USA
FORE!
Reading about golf (Fore!, #94)

was like a soothing spa for the
tattered soul of an overseas

gone bey
unleashed a sadistic barbarism on
their motherland. Can't the so-
called great minds like Dr Baburam
Bhattarai stand apart from the
destructive bunch of anarchists
that have hijacked the revolution?
You can exploit the emo(lon of the.

Nepali. Today, |
bother or worry about the Maolsts
or the number of incoming tourists.
I'am simply going to indulge myself
inthe pleasure of playing golf
vicariously at the Gokarna Club in
faraway Nepal.

The eventuality of golf tourism

ignorar
and urge them to act a| gunpmnl
But you will only succeed in
destroying everything. You cannot
heal a society after you have torn
its fabric to shreds.

KP Poudel, by email
© We strongly condemn the
terrorist attack on Sanskrit
University. These terrorists are no
different from the Taleban who
destroyed the Buddha statutes in
Afghanistan. The recent attack by
Maoist terrorists is a cruel attack
not only on the university, but on
Hinduism as well. We hope the
Nepali government will take action
against the perpetrators.

Kamala, Rita Rana,

Subhash Giri, Prativa KC,
Barbara Gurung, Chandra

Kathmandu can be the Thailand of
golf for South Asia, particularly
India where the golf population is
leapfrogging. South-east Asia has
plenty of first rate golf courses
but Kathmandu and particularly
courses like Gokarna have an
edge over these countries in that
almost all courses in ASEAN
countries are tropical in environ-
ment and landscape, but
Kathmandu and Pokhara provide
cool and comfortable weather
condition as well as the magnifi-
cent Himalayan backdrop.

As a recreational golf player, |
got hundred percent satisfaction
shooting the white ball at the
Gokarna Club. The green s on par
with any first-rate course, the

fairway is well-maintained, the
ambience is unique, the food is
excellent, and most of all the staff
are helpful and polite. You are
playing an international-standard
golf course and yet by the time
you finish the 18" hole you have
probably experienced the flora
and fauna of a small-scale
national park and don't forget that
you have also accomplished a day

of trekking by walking the entire
course. It's a win-win situation.
Iamimproving my game by
practicing hard, and can't wait to
be there soon. Jai Nepal! Jai Golf!
iOmar daif, Taipei, Taiwan
© I'muwriting to thank you for
the article on golf; it was well-
‘written and being an avid golfer, |
liked it very much. | think you could
have devoted some more space to

the problems young professional
golfers in Nepal face—there is
only one tournament that they
can play in the whole year round
and they cannot afford to even
play in India as they do not get
any financial aid from the
government or from business
houses. I'm an amateur golfer
myself and | feel for these
talented young pros.

Tenzing aka Tiger Oops

y email

® Thank you for the coverage
of golfin Nepal. It just might help
open a few eyes among the
authorities concerned to the
word ‘golf. Golf isn't only a
sport, but an integral part of the
tourism business. This is
understood all over the world,
except in Nepal. Golf by itself will
never make money. Itis more like
abait to entice the tourist to
spend more money while visiting
acountry. Tourism isn't just Mt
Everest and Phewa Tal. Nepal
has the best of everything: the
scene, the weather and the
costs related to building a proper
championship layout; it has land
and labour. The government has
land, why can't it identify proper
plots of land for golf course
development and invite private
investors in joint ventures? Golf
does not need prime land, it
needs adequate land. Golfin

Nepal is considered a rich man's
game. That's plain wrong Ift
were true, why aren't all the
politicians playing?

Sonny Shrestha, by email

SOUL SEARCHING

‘The letter from Paschim is
annoying (Letters, #92). The
reader apparently harbours a
grudge against CK Lal, how else
could he fail to see the point Mr
Lal has so powerfully made? (‘Do
our banners still wave?" State of
the state, #90.) Every Nepali
owes more than Rs 8,000 to the
World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank and most of
this money has flowed back to
western countries as consulting
fees or profits. Electricity,
telephone and water charges
have gone up and even govern-
ment education now comes with
user fees. All of this has been
done to please the donors

who think that they own this

country. Itis true that Nepali elte is
equally to blame, and even Mr Lal
may be guilty of taking some
consulting fees and selling his
soul for a fancy car, but the fact
is that at least he has the courage
to own up to his sins. | salute Mr
Lal for his courage in exposing the
very people who support the
glitzy lifestyle of people of his ilk.

r Narayan Khatri,

Pokhara

INFORMED CONSENT

This letter is in response to
“Informed consent” (Letters, #93).
Telling the patients that your
survival is 50-50, that too at point
blank as stated in an earlier letter

the treatment as “informed
consent’, but it also requires that
permission be obtained from the
patient or patient party (if the
patient is notin a position to give
valid permission) before carrying
out any treatment procedures or
research. Explaining the outcome
of any treatment s only the
compulsory obligation to be
carried out by physicians or
surgeons. It s better to take
permission of the patient's family
before explaining the whole truth
about the disease and outcome of
the treatment when there is less
chance of survival. Patients
already suffering from a debilitat-
ing disease are vulnerable to the
harsh reality, and may develop

by Jyoti Lohani (Letters, #91) is
The

Bumrungrad Hospital says it was
explaining the potential outcome of

depression.

Itis true that in many Asian
countries the concept of informed
consent is virtually nonexistent.
Butitis not true that itis a totally
new concept in Asia, since it is
used in Japan, Singapore, South
Korea. In most Asian countries,
when patients come to a doctor it
is taken for granted that they have
given their consent for treatment
and they have to accept the.
consequences if any arise. Since
patients are not always in a
position to make the valid decision,
family members need to be
consulted before obtaining

informed consent and starting
treatment.

Dr Sudhamshu

Chiba, Japan

NOT SO INNOCENT
Bhaskar Tripathy's letter (‘Loss of
innocence,”# 93) reminded me of
the selling pitch of last year's
Hollywood movie Pearl Harbour:
the loss of innocence and the
beginning of a nation's greatest
glory. Loss of innocence, indeed!
Ram Limbu
Sydney

FAR FROM HOME
1 am an avid reader of Nepali
Times and Daniel Lak. However, |
would like to question Daniel Lak's
wisdom in talking of diaspora.
(‘Dialectics of diaspora,” #94) He
seems to have a gripe on the
diaspora. He should have taken a
look at what makes a human being
leave the homeland.

Manjil Dhungana, by email

1SPY

Congratulations to Shree Bhakta
Khanal for his gripping story (‘
didn't know they were spies,”
#89). This is explicit verification of
the allegation that Nepal was a
safe haven for spies. The
situation is no different now.
Crouched uncomfortably be!ween
two nuclear India

and China, and this in a highly
sensitive zone, it is an open
secret that Nepal has always
been a playground for spies from
around the globe, whether itis
the CIA sneaking into Tibet
through this, perhaps the easiest,
route to escalate the tension in
the autonomous state in China
with a view to shattering the
world's most powerful communist
nation, or the alleged terrorism
being promoted by Pakistan's IS!
and India's RAW.

Such behind-the-scenes
games have plagued this nation in
the past and point to graver
national tragedy in the days to
come. It true, there are many
other burning issues in Nepal
today, but we need an immediate
probe into this matter, and we
need to put behind bars all those
involved in making a mess of this
country. We must safeguard our
national integrity.

Suresh Lohani, Kathmandu

HAPPY
I'am happy to be able to read
your newspaper, one of the best
published in Nepal, on the net. |
recently particularly enjoyed CK
Lal's “Peace in our ime” and
Daniel Lak's “All things consid-
ered" (#93). Congratulations.
Ralph Taylor
DC, USA
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Seeing neither forests nor trees

ALL PICS: NAVIN SINGH KHADKA

NAVIN SINGH KHADKA
in MANANG

betterbusinessin the boor, and
building hotelsand homes.
Buc Manang has seen trekkers

forarenovation orexpansion.
Giventh ostofansporting other

programs about sae logging
practices, Manang will apidly

Tourism is down in Manang,
but tree-cutting hasn’t stopped.

saw o more prospectsin businss

has formed a Conservation Area
ovrseas ocls who'd migrred i

instances ofbad d
Jv()ungrmr_knmfdu
Manang Villge Development
Committee, who did notwant to
be named. “Therearesill o
Forest User Groupsin the upper
beltof Manang, like therearei
thelowes prt he ACAP officil
told us. “The fae of the forests
depends on the whims of the person
who has been entrusted o look
aierthem.” I kecping with tradicion,
permission tofell treescansell be
obained by makingan offeringof
chh: ind a khadato the “author-

p y ingino Tibet

when they heard about the growing

il tinber ol bringn
e Langt:

runninga
hotel these days, says Lama. Even
before hat year's flurry nfhmldmg

population bencfits dircctly from
the construction of new tourist
accommodtion.

The CAMC s rying o egulate
logging, issuing permits in some
places, and tying to work with
indigenous ways ofauthorising
fellingin others,such s fixing the
price of timberand tree. Such
control mechanism haven't been
very effective et however. “That's
whyweare trying to come up with
new, strct rules, " says CAMC's
Lama Ifthe new regulation can be
implemented,

International Newspapers

The world has been a ‘global village' for on-demand print
and the distribution of international newspapers. You can
order your favorite newspaper from a collection of 100 dailies
including IHT, The Times, The Washington Post, WSJ, USA
Today, Le Monde, Sueddeuthsche Zeitung, La Stampa,
Mainichi Shimbun, EI Pais, Basler Zeitung, Berlingske
Tidende, Aftenposten etc... We hand-deliver fresh copies
every morning. For a detailed list and price, please call us
today:

Bazaar |m-m=n nal, Phone: 255125 Fax: 229 437
bazaar@mos.com.np

allowed for che construction of horels
andlodgsin Manang VDC forthe:
next 10years. “Wewillimplement
similarideasin othervilages gradu-
ally” Lamasayshopefully.

‘Any regulation, no matter how
wellthought-outand inclusive, vill
find i ough going against the
wradidonalvaysin whichnaurl

which have rr|:\(|ve|y easieraccess
to'Tibet. Asimilar, but far worse
situation exists in Humla, where
illegally logged timber s traded in
Tibetvia Taklakot for food and
alcohol. (See “Nepali timber to
Tiber,” #17.) Ganga Bahadur
Thapa, executive officer of the
KMNTC insists that all trees
felled in Manang are for domestic

ity” Tlu Dmma Forest Office has no

1 ly, that, combi

actvity, upper
beds to cater toa maximum anﬂO
touristsatany given time, Thereare
now more than 100 lodges and
teahouses in Manang district, which

used in this
tight-knit community. I che
mcantime, conservationists suggest
chat the ACAP nceds tostare

gersaround 12,000 rekkers
annually. In Manang vilage alone,
thereare 20 lodges, some boasting
as many as 50 rooms, ofen witha
deluxe room opion, Narendra
Lams, the officer ncharge of
ACAP"

evaluating the impact of ts work.
“They fearthat Manang may prove
o bean unexceptional casein the
Annapurna, just more dramatic. “It
ishigh time they did an impact
study,” says Dr Chandra Gurung,
County Dircorofthe Word
i L “ACA has

“Everyone witha it bit of money

with the in shump tourism doesn’t

Thg lack of umfmm lawsshows
have what

mean that the |n§;mg sill e

lihy tree cover,

lose its richest natural resource.  construction

returning to their illage under its purview, but says ic

ocal entrepreneurs in Manang
Lmuld never have imagined

theirluck would run ot so
fast. Until just st year, this remote
disrict bounded by Thorung-La,
Tibeand the high Himalaya was
one ofthe most trekked areas of
Nepal. Andalmost every residentof
every village along the trekking
route was buildinga lodge or
expanding ther tezbouse,in

drop by 40 percent this year. And
chatisn’c the only lossthearea has
had to bear—in the st decade this
trans-Himalayan valley has lost over
10 percent of it ush forestcover,
in large part due to the wave of
construcion o e eady forvwhae
localshoped

ACAPoffcalssay themush-  remore parcof the Annapurnas,
rooming of d d ‘most people build
teahouses in M; doth long traditional

arcasin the Annapurna region last
yearwas unprecedented. “Never
before haveso many structures been
builintheseares i onc year,”an
Idus. Thereare

lines, paying Rs 50-100 fora tree,
and Rs 5 foraseven foot-long,
wooden plank.

Pasang Lama, chairman of the

numbersof tourists. Annapurma
Conservaron Area Project (ACAP)

anticipation of even
Many natives of Manang etted in
Kathmandu, Pokharaand overseas
were even moving back,sensing

offcias,

worried that unless they can
enforce uniform regulations on
felling,or at least run awarenss

nooffcial ecordsto quantify the
increase, butlocals say that every
village on the trekking route sawat
least half-a-dozen new lodges built
and there wasn'tany tourist
accommodation that did not goin

Committee (CAMC) at Chame,
Manang distrir's headquarters,sys

homes,someof them lured by the
prospectofa tourism boom,”
explains Lama. The local popula-
tion of Manang has now reachecd
over 10,000, an increase of almost
50 percentin the last decade. “Each
new family in the

is |('ﬁcu1ummp[=msm new
logging-control mechanismsinthis
arca, where traditional practicesare
sill dominant. In many villages,the
responsibiliy for managingthe
entitecommon forss vitha

pressure on the natural resources
suchastimber for the many new
houses thar will be builr.

conservation tenet: cfACAP
“Outside” has

building, h()plngﬁsrhs(mmmm.

fecls they the horel
industry.” Tronically, assessments of
the tourism industry in Manang say
chatonly 10 percent ofthe

been workingin i 15
years, it time they assessed the
state of he natural esources now,
and compared itwith what t was
backthen” 4

san
village, where the forest is ke
than thataround other villages in
Upper Manang, So far. Thevillige
administators havealready given
out some pockes of the foreston
contract o neighbouringvillages,
Manang villge s ncresingy
this contractfor s

irally nochance of influencing

timber needsthese days.

the construction boom is also in The problem is that in the thelocal oommumry wewere told. Even smaller plants are fecling
partdue to the rem of locak district, espsm]ly in Uppsr “Thatis why finds heill-effects of anaged
vi Manang beena  ithard to implement their rulesand logging After the treesare feled,

formerly |

different parts of Nepal. “After they

cause for concern or debate. ACAP

regulations. Thereare many

thelogs insadof eingearied
Iy ol ol

HE

THERE

celebration. Founded in Cambridge in 1982 by American Bill

Buford, Granta ploughsits own furrow, mixing fac, fiction,
reportage and opinion in a scamless, usually thematic whole four
times cach yaar. Issuc number 77, fresh from my post box, is cven
more thought-provoking than usual.

“The maguzine has asked 24 writers, Lebanese, Serbian, Australian,
Canadian and a native Hawaiian to ponder the role of America in
their lives, [€s 2 post-11 September exercise in reflecting on the most
influential, poerful and wealchy nation that has ever existed. A
rainbow of opinion and anccdote about matters American acs from
the beginning to the end of the book. Dubliner Fintan O"Toole gives
the unique perspective of an lrishman raised in the austere 19605,
whose view of America i tinged with wealth, success and more than a
litle deception of the folks back home. Hanan al-Sheikh from Beiruc
relates the sad tale of a sister jected from assisted housing for poor
immigrants again and again.

British playwright and champagne socialist, Harold Piner, ants
about Washington as the capital of  rogue sate that flouts interna-
tional law and commits crimes around the globe. A Chinse professor
of English, Lu Gusun, discovers the counterculture America in San
Erancisco in the 1980s when a light switch in his friend’s fla is
surrounded by a doctored photo of then President Reagan, the actual
switch, predictably, is between the president’s legs. Professor Lu—
raised on reverence for authority and having met Reagan personally—
is horrificd and embarrassed for his hosts and the president.

AliberalIsracli, Haim Chertok, stoutly defends the role of the
United States—where he was born-—in keeping his new land afloat in
asca of hostilty and violence. Chertok's voice s precious and rare
these days, for he admits in print the mistakes made all around in his
sad region, but asserts that America is fundamental o evencual peace
in that cauldron of history and anger. A heartfel contribution from
Palesinian Raja Shahedah reveals that the ity of Ramallsh—now

A new edition of the British magazine Granta is always cause for

by DANIEL LAK

Re-inventing America

The US has some things going for it:
insistence on accountability.

capital of Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian Authority—has more native sons
and daughters in America than remain behind. Shahedah compares the
British and Isracl occupation of the West Bank by looking at the type
of road each occupier built; the Bricish, he says, built narrow, cheap,
windy roads that followed contours and cupped ancientsies in their
curves; the Isracls used American money to punch four-lan high-
ways from their terriory to Jewish setrlements, security ever-present.
Yet the writer—Palestinian and Ramallan to the core—says American
goodness and optimism may yet tip the balance for peace in the
Middle Eas. [ wonder if Shahedah and Chercok have ever met to
compare notes on the United States.

Perhaps the most interesting thought ofal comes from Canadian
Michael Ignatieffwho writes of America as “the only country whose

its ability to transcend failure, and its

citizenship is an act of fach, the only country whose promises to itsclf
continue to command the faith of people ike me, who are notits
citizens.” IgnaticfF begins his essay at an anti-Vietnam war rally in
1972, in the middlc of one of the most turbulent periods in modern
American history. It wasa time when it seemed the colossus was on
the ropes. The conflct in South-cast Asia was going badly, hearts and
mindsac home wereunertaindespt ving e dcrd Richard
Nixon. Still to come wer Cambodia and the
Watergate revelations of rot at the very heart of(hc White House,
the uncertain Carter years, the Iranian hostage scandal and finally,
Ronald Reagan.

What's most remarkable in America, for me and many of these
writers, is that failure is usually litele more than reinvention. Go
bankrupt, geta court order, and start a new business next week, Get
caughe with your hand in the i, go o jail, pay your deb then renew
your life’s work. The foreign writers—all from societies where failure
is more final—a n ave ofthis it of Amrican-ness. Some protet
against it, ceitas America’s
the ability o transcend failure.

In these troubled times, it’s clear that America s far more
important to al of us, cverywhere, than she ever was before. Her
culture, cconomy and military might have doubled and trebled their
influcnce in my lifetime and will do so again. This collection of cssays
could just be the start of a global exercise in accountability by those
of uswho are not America's citizens, but wholive in its shadow and
reflected light. The democracy that Washington has rased to high art
demands accountability, checks and balances, notjust within the
superpower, but beyond its borders. Who knows? Perhaps one day
they ll even give us the vore, ¢

smothering the undergrowt
Manangorests contina
portion of the over 1,200 specics
planes found in ACAP, mdudmgé()

,such asthe red panda and
pu.\\lHy the snow leopard. Our
informantin Manangywho spokeon
condiion of anonymity, sid that
evenifcontrol over feling were to
follow the old norms,outside:
agencies could doa ot beteerin

better logging practices. “When the
laziness o carry a single log resuls
i the death of so many smaller
plancs,cheleast we could g
proper education on thes
Exccutives of he King
Mahendra Trust for Nature
Conservation, which manages
ACAP, say that while thingsare bad
in Manang, the loss of forest cover
isn'tas swift or extensiveas it
would beifnorthern Manang’s
border with Tibec were casi to
cross. Both ACAP and police
me nvestigated the

issues.”

Pokhara’s problem

Garbage isn't a problem peculiar to Kathmandu A recent survey of the
lake city of Pokhara revealed that the city council has been disposing 58
tons of garbage everyday—by tossing it over the Sei river bridge in the
ity centre due to lack of a proper dump site. Waste generated by the
local hospitals, most of it toxic, has made matters worse. Phewa lake, for
its part i breeding an alarming amount of colfform, due to the Sewage
and garbage from surrounding hotels and restaurants dumped into t.
The survey, by Martin Chautari and the Pokhara Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Says that Pokhara's environmental problems, which include
the illegal seting of land are numerous and growing.

More on Everest

It's been another record-breaking

season on Everest this spring. Fifty-

four climbers, including 24 high-

altitude Sherpas made their way to

the top of the world's highest

mountain after a much-anticipated

breakin the weather the morning of

16 May. Among the climbers were

Tashi Wangchuk Sherpa, grandson of

Tenzing Norgay Sherpa, who became

the first to scale the mountain on 29

May, 1953 with Edmund Hillary. On

the same day Susan and Phil

Ershler, became the first married

couple to climb the highest mountains in seven continents and Nepal's
Appa Sherpa maintained his record of the most ascents on Everest, after
summiting Sagarmatha for the 12" time. There were quite a few women
on top, too. Namche resident Pemba Doma Sharpa became the second
Nepali woman to climb Everest from both the north and south sides, after
she summited the mountain from the south side this spring, two years
after her climb from Tibet in 2000. An all-American women's team fell
200 feet short of the summit, but another American climber, Ellen Miller,
ascended, becoming the first American woman to climb the mountain
from Tibet and Nepal. The spring also saw the ascent of Tamae
Watanabe, 63, the oldest woman to climb Everest. A native of
Yokohama, Watanabe broke the record a 50-year-old Polish woman set
in 2000. A retired office worker, Watanabe has two other Himalayan
giants under her bell—Dhaulagir | and Gasherbrum .

Break for NRNs

government is planning special visa provi
resident Nepalis, as are available to non-resident Indians, expamaled
Nepalis around the world may feel more inclined to visit their mother-
and. A recent cabinet meeting decided that NRNs deserved special
visas that allow them to stay in the country for a longer period without
straining their visa-fee budgets. The idea i to boost the national
economy by attracting NRN investment in industry, tourism, and
hydropower. Government officials say non-resident Nepali students will
have to pay $50 for a year, while others will pay $100 a year. The
multiple-entry visa will be issued from Nepali embassies and consulates
around the world. About 100,000 NRNs who hold foreign passports are
expected to benefit from the change in visa provisions.

The cost of advice

Prime Miister Sher Bahadur Deuba's nearly two dozen advisors are
costing the state close to R 400,000 a month. Figures in the Royal
Gazette released Monday show that thirteen of Deuba's senior advisors
receive a total of RS 75 1400 a month from the government for fuel

lone. Three
Sharn Vahat, aldoBohard and Gyanendra Karki—receive Rs 1e 000
each i salaries, Rs 15,000 each in housing expenses and Rs 9,000
each for 200 s of fuel. Two other advisors receive Rs 15,600 each in
salaries and Rs 12,000 each for housing expenses. Lower down the
advisor pole, two specialsts get Rs 14,000 each in salaries. Six of the:
prime minister's assistant advisors are paid Rs 10,500 each in salaries
and the equivalent of 80 lies of fuel from the government. There are
additional payments, such as Rs 1,000 each to senior advisors for their
telephone expenses. The salaries and perks were decided on by the
council of ministers at a meeting in mid-February. The same meeting
decided that seven branch officers and two computer offcers appointed
by the prime minister would receive a salary of Rs 7,500 each.

Anyone interested in the history, current news, and pictures of the Nepali
army can access the information from the army’s new website,
royalnepalesearmy.com .The st provides daly press updates on the
emergency and security situation. It also features pictures of Maoist

forces. The websio

mamil.np
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ERE IN NEPAI

efore our politcians could properly
B arn us of how Nepal was turning

intoanother Afghanistan, Bosnia or
Cambodia, e find ourslvesleaming the
fein the post-modern world.
Bricain s scheduled to hostan international
mectingnext month on ways of helping
Nepal meetitssecurity and development
requiremens, I¢s unclear where e stand in
the classification of stainedt-fragile-filing-
failed staces. But the fact thatan interna-
tional meetings being convened suggests
weareon dangerousground.

Howa peoplenternationally acclaimed
for thei fierce fighting kills could have
avoided violence at home forso longahways
baffled many. I€sstil hard, though, to
accepr that the commanders of the global
waron terrorism see us as a potential haven
forhate mongersfrom both hemisphers.
‘With Nepals modern political i
smoulderingin the wreckage of misplaced
hopesand broken promises, istance
probably allows a more dispassionate probe.

Althouugh we emerged asa unified enticy
afull 120 yearsafeer the 1648 Treaty of
Westphalia gave birh to the modern state,
ouroneness was predicated on covenant
similar o that ofthe Europeans. In return
foFcedom fomfar, o van, from

Defensive imperialism

Foreign aid is an investment in a secure future, not philanthropy.

Fora country that owed its politcal
awakening to two world warsanda civil
disobedience campaign that demolished the
South Asian il the B Empire

stae offered usassurances o ofien petrify-
ing predictabilcyin exchange forenforced
silence. Amid a perperual struggle to
establish it legitimacy, che partyless
state set targers that sounded to0 good
o be true. In the claustrophobic
fthose decades, discontent

internaland flict,and greater the road to
liberty in our personal lives, Nepalis agreed perhap rom
o follow the decrees ofthe sate. Our part  malaria eradication to market beralisati
ofthedeal b requied uso pledgeour our Cold War ectory wasalle fed onirself.
time, energy, re: d even lives to lipshod Multi-

the service of the nation. Over the centu-
ries, we saw many states il because they
couldr'eprevent exteral aggresion nd
subjugation. We dody

pary polcics ooka lmLmn bu then, we

Apopulation that fee doubly duped
il succumbed to the cuphoria thac
h "

by PUSKAR BHUS!

leadership,for ispar, has started apologis
ing for s lack of vision. In a culture that
has always exalted authority, chis is no

mean achievement.

Since 11 September, 2001, those who
oversaw the emergence ofa new world
disorder have had ample time to compare
notes. In George W Bush’s war on terror-
ism, countries ke Nepal find themselves
caughtin Al Gore’saxis of evil: poverty and
ignorance;discaseand environmental
disorder; corruption and political oppres-
sion, Foreign id has regained respectability
on theintemational agenda. Butsince i
aninvestment in a secure future,the rules of
philanchropy don'tapply. Countriesthat
promote open markets, respect human and
politcal rights, and aggessively combat
cormuption can qualifyfor more nterna-
tional help.

Nepal could casiy have been on the
mind of Robert Cooper, the foreign
policy guru of British Prime Minister
Tony Blar,when he made hiscas fora
perilism’. While poverty
doesn’t cause terrorism, it can lead to

irrational and, by logical extension,
irtclevant. The new leadership, rained in
the rigorous circumstances of exile,
incarceration and subterrancous existence,
recognised the political peils of playing
down public expectations sosoon. Insead,
they came up with another covenant, The
price of tomorrow’s prosperity was today’s
patience. Iewas difficult fora people
seekingabeterlfeto focus xclusi

ely on

et efsed 0ol ke
ivalry. Instead, we

trend only o face the malaise within.

drew upa new compact under which the

comes
00 s00n. Freed from the stare’s subjugation
in 1990, we beleved the fusion of iberalism
and capitalism would make confict

creatinga oldi
new elections, but they cnduud. Twelve
years later, the peopleare stuck with the
Same et of complaints. The politcal

hopelessness and despair in states where
governments fil o fulfil the basic needs
of the people. These nations become
havens for terror. When the terrain is
treacherous, every cave and crevasse isa
potential refuge for radicalism, Ifchey
become too dangerous for established
states to tolerate, Cooper argues, it is
possible to imagine a defensive imperial-
ism that aims to bring order and organi-
sation but which rests today on the
voluntary principle. A new era has
produced a new compact, complete with
anewset of apprehensions.

EA
Television tales

Two newly-ficensed broadcasters are gearing up to get on the ainvaves. The Image Channel says it plans
1o be on your television screens by Dasain (15 October), starting with two-three hours of broadcasting a
day and slowly growing to seven hours daily. Kantipur Television is looking at a premiering date towards the
end of the year. Kantipur says it is looking at a lead time of 8-10 months before beginning its broadcasts.

Image Channel Metro TV, which has been broadcasting on airtime leased from Nepal Television for the
last four years, says it will have Rs 100 million as authorised capital (including investments already made).
KTV has an authorised capital of Rs 500 million and several co-financiers, including successful Nepali
entrepreneurs in Russia and the former Soviet republics. KTV, which is owned by Kantipur, the largest FM
broadcaster and newspaper group, says it will go national over three years.

Rupee dives further

The Nepa Ripee took another beating a the end of ast week, as th Indian Rupee si down the exchange
board. The dollar now costs Nepalis Rs 0.25 more. The dollar traded for Rs 78.35 all through last week, but
was Rs 78.60 on Friday, when the Indian Rupee-US dollar exchange rate slipped to $1:Irs 49.08, an all-ime
low.

Copper blues

Vegetable ghiu producers say they are already producing just half of what they were last year. But
producers of copper goods say they have it even worse. The copper industry says more than half of its
establishments have shut down, leaving about 2,000 people without jobs. There used to be 46 copper-
related undertakings before Nepal and India agreed to fix export quotas while renewing the trade treaty
earlier this year. Under the new regulations, only 7,500 metric tons of copper goods can be exported to
India duty free.

Avros retire

Necon Air says it has decided to permanently

reire all its fuel-guzzling Avro (BAE48) aircratt,

which used to be the mainstay of its fleet. the

airline will now rely entirely on ATR 42s and

Beechcraft 1900s. Necon flies two ATRs (right)

and one Beech. The company says it will add

another to its fleet next month. The last of four

Avros was ferried by Necon crew to Johannesburg this month,

Housing boom

Constriction is big business in the country these days. Consumer housing is the fastest growing segment
of the—industry estimates say about Rs 2 billion has been invested in consumer housing in the past two
years. If market trends are anything to go by, more money is destined to flow that way, and there might
so0n be more than the current eight major players in the market. The home schemes now in the market are
largely apartment complexes, although some builders also offer stand-alone homes. Banks and finance
companies have joined the business, giving it added impetus. Apartment and home prices range from Rs

N
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Taxman cometh, Not &

“Strengthen

by ARTHA BEED

‘.f.

come tax laws won’t help. Nothing will,

until we learn the art of implementation.

skany tax consultantin this
A,

of wation lawsand duties,and
yougera sandardised form re-
Sponse—a) evade ta that could legally
belevied onyou; b) ind other ways to
avoid aargeassssment; ¢ it fo the
nextvoluntary declaration scheme five
yearshencesand ) hirean expert to
interpret thelaws and pay tax. Less
than one percent of Neplis opt for he
astchoice

On 1 April, 2002, Nepal's new
Income Taxlav was madeffectiv. I¢s
suange thatcheefecive dareof the law
isnotthefirs day ofthe Nepali
financialyear,butofthe Gregorian
calendar Thenagin,perhaps e
shouldn’

getaway wich llegl actionsall e
time'. The otherargument, thatone
needsit pay axes,a the money is
simply used to fund jumbo cabiners,
unvantedadvisorsand unaccounted-
forexpenditures, hasalso become
somethingofasc pcce. The naysayers
areright. The government's so-cale
voluntary declraton scheme, VDS,
didltde more than allow defaulers to
bleach their black money. Throughall
conceivable mediachannlsche:
govenment vamed people of dire
consequences and even drewuplissof
defules. Buthehrcarsand e

ided by tax
pimpsind \Lprbufwmulnmu
yiedsbercer resuls. The Becd vill not

normalcy froma kaw that not only
bl

with such great
despatch, one can understand the

frustradion of those who did declare
thiwalOurersnosdco

their own behaviour

Nepali, butisstill awiting thearrival
ofan Actdeslingis rlesand

losc wodaal
with thissticky matter.

Asfor the new L\w‘ itisan
d ythi

md chatofothers, that fawabiding,
transparentactionsare driven by
incentive, notjust goodwil.
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This Beed isbeing inundated

fact, allow private radio stations to disseminate news from independent

sources. In January 2001, the Ministry of Information and Communica-
tion issued a notice to all private radio stations saying that it was illegal
for them to broadcast independent news and current affairs. The notice
claimed that the stations had been circumventing this clause of the FM
license by reading a selection of daily papers without checking the facts.

The full text of a July 2001 Supreme Court decision, released last
month, rules that the government has no right to resirict news and
information flow on independent radio stations, and media activists say
this could change the way the private television stations that have been
issued licenses this month will handle news when they come on air.

A three-member team of Supreme Court judges came to the decision
while looking into a lawsuit filed by lawyer Madhav
Kumar Basnet challenging the legality of the
January 2001 directive from the Ministry
of Information and Communica-
tion. The government notice
claimed that FM radio stations
were “undermining democracy”
through their broadcasts, and
directed the to seek news only
from “official” sources and
retransmit only materials from the
state-run broadcaster. The directive also
maintained that the government would have
the final say over whether or not certain material
could go on air.

The decision says that the constitutional guarantees
to the press are also applicable to other forms of media, radio in particu-
lar, although the government continues to interpret them as being
applicable only to the print media. The same decision also questions an
established government practice of appointing an official as director of
the board of any private radio station, saying this was a form of censorship,
as the government appointee could single-handedly overturn or
alter any decision.

“Itis an historic decision that could influence the operation of
television and other forms of media,” says ecstatic media activist
Raghu Mainali. “It will influence how we deal with journalistic
freedoms, irrespective of the medium," adds Mainali, coordinator,
Community Radio Support Centre at the Nepal Forum of
Environmental Journalists (NEFEJ)

To date, the government has licensed 25 FM stations (including FM
100), of which about 20 broadcast currently. Among them six are non-profit
stations, including Radio Sagarmatha and Metro FM in Kathmandu. ¢

Irs offcial and legal. The provsions of the Nepali constitution do, in

700,000 on the low end, to a high of Rs 5.2 million.

g
given any incentives, and find that

Readers can post their views at
arthabeed@yahoo.com

“whybotherabout Income Tax, people

Anil Shah is Chief Operating Officer and
head of the consumer banking
operations of Standard Chartered Bank.

Nepali Times spoke to him about the
bank’s recent efforts to sell consumer
loans, and its long-term outlook on
doing business in Nepal.

Nepali Times: Your bank has begun to aggressively market diferent
consumer finance products, including home loans. Does that mean you're
running out of other investment options?

Anil Shah: We are starting a new chapter in our approach to banking by
enhancing service delivery to customers, and that explains the new
products and services. We have launched *Xira Banking’ at our Kantipath
branch. Itwill now be open 365 days a year, and banking hours there have

“We are here to stay.”

been extended up to TPM on weeekdays and from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM on
weekends and holidays. We've also added four more ATM machines, which
brings us up to nine. On the asset side, we have launched the home loans,
to complement auto loans and credit cards. Al this has been done to
further enhance the customer's experience of banking with us.

Other banks also offer these loans, why should they come especially to
Standard Chartered?

That s correct, other banks offer the same products, but there are some
features of ours that benefit the customers more. For instance, our credit
card is a true credit card—at the end of the month you have a choice of
paying just 5 percent of the total amount outstanding in your account, or
the entire outstanding amount or any amount within that range. This gives
customers flexibilty in payments. Our auto loans have an interest of 11
percent, which along with the five-year loan tenure and up to 80 percent
financing we provide, also provides the customer maximum flexibilty. Our
home loans stand far above similar products in the market—you get 10
percent interest, repayment within 15 years, loan amounts ranging from Rs
300,000 to Rs 7.5 million and financing of up to 70 percent. It isn't
enough for us to just be part o the market, itis essential for us to be
leaders in every product and service that we provide. Our dedication to
customer service was recently recognised by the Federation of Nepalese
Chambers of C d industry (FNCCI), which om-
mendation for Customer Satisfaction and Relationship.

What is behind your recent push in consumer banking, rather than
traditional corporate banking?

Globally, the Standard Chartered Bank views consumer banking as a major
contributor to overall revenes. In keeping with, and taking into considera-
tion, our local market, we are stressing consumer banking here too. If you
look at the banking industry today, you will quickly realise that in the
corporate arena there are many banks and limited customers. Add to this
the fact that the number of corporates is increasing at only a marginal rate,
and you realise that the potential for growth is limited. Even though the
consumer banking side i far less developed, it til offers many opportuni-
ties, al of which we are looking at. With our international experience and
range of products and services in consumer banking, we have the unique
advantage of knowing how to pick those that would be most suitable to meet
our customers needs. With this focus on consumer banking the individual
consumer will get access to an array of financial products, which unti
recently were not available in our market.

—Anil Shah, Standard Chartered Bank

One of the first joint venture banks to set up shop in Nepal has already
divested. Does that weigh on your mind?

The SCB essentially focuses on emerging-markets—we have operations in
50 countres in Afrca, Middle East, South and East Asia. We understand
the intrcacies of emerging markets and have tested policies and proce-
dures that take the conditions in these markets into account. Nepal is an
emerging market and therefore poses both the challenges and opportuni-
ties that are inherent in such markets. Our commitment to Nepal can be
determined by the fact that we have 13 points of representation in the
country already and the fact that we are upgrading our entire hardware,
network and software platforms. We're investing over Rs 330 mlion in this
project, which s surely an indication about the bank's view about doing
business here. Yes we have econoric problems and most defintely all
institutions will have to tighten their belts and keep a very close eye on
cost lines to get through these trying times. But for us emerging markets
are our home and we are here to stay.

How would you explain the contribution a bank like the SCB can make
tothe Nepali economy?

This is a question that we get asked often. We ook at our contribution from
the point of view of our stakeholders—shareholders, customers, regulators
and staff. In the case of shareholders, if an investor had purchased 100
shares during the initial issue in 1987, it would have cost him Rs 6,000.
Today he would have 675 shares worth Rs 1,012,500 (at a share price of Rs
1,500), in addition to which he'd also have received dividends of Rs
2,42,650. | think that type of return on invesment is exceptional any-
where.

From the point of view of the customer, we look at the fact that we have
helped bring international standard banking products and procedures to
Nepal. In international trade we have provided our customers the opportu-
ity to give their customers, in turn, the confidence of dealing with a
recognised global bank. We have provided about 40,000 depositors with a
greater level of service, security and satisfaction. Besides we also pay
taxes to the exchequer and for the last seven years have consistently been
amongst the highest taxpayers in the country, a fact that was recognised by
the government recently. In adition to this we have always taken pride in
the recognition that we receive from the Nepal Rastra Bank for the high
international standards that we bring to the market in terms of compliance,
customer service and operational and credit risk management. In employ-
ment terms, our bank is a preferred employer, because we have a perform-
ance-oriented culture. Simply put, if you perform you will be rewarded.
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A failed war

by ETHAN A NADELMANN

opiumin Asia. Prohibitions imposed
by the US and other govermmens
destroyed tradiions which reduced the
harm caused by these drugs by
*domesticaing them. Acthesame
time, they encouraged ransicions o
refined drugslike heroin and cocaine.
UShawenforcementand intelligence
agencie toutnely provide nformation
wother goverments knowingic will
beused oarrestand sometimes
torture thosetidentiis.

Allthese consequences of the g
war could b h

Less of everything

PARIS - A new report from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), which represents the 29 most industrialised
countries, reveals a $2.3 billion drop in aid from member countries last
year from the year 2000. The report released in Paris last Thursday by
the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD shows that
bilateral aid by OECD members fell from $53.7 billion in 2000 to $51.4
billion last year. Only five countries meet the UN target of giving 0.7 per
cent of their gross national income (GNI) to development assistance—
Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Sweden. The US
gives only 0,11 per cent of its GNI for ODA, Japan 0.23 per cent,
Germany 0.27 per cent and France 0.34 per cent,

In a parallel development at the OECD ministerial summit in Paris
last week, member countries failed to reach a consensus on rules to cover
state export agencies, which provide heavy subsidies to OECD exporters.

abuses. Burthe fundamental ights
issue hereis about the rightof
sovereigntyoveronc’smind and
body—which asoincorporates the
tight not o beforced o take drugs
againstone’s will, Heroin usersare

In most countries these export credit agencies (ECAS) even
subsidise arms sales. Analysts say the parallel revelations are a double
blow to developing countres. “On the one hand, OECD countries such as
the US, Germany or France continue to subsidise exports with taxpayers'
money and through the ECA, often in detriment to the competitiveness
of the world's poorest counties,”says Aaron Goldzimmer,representative
of the US non-proft Environmental Defence. *On the other, ODA, which is

one way to support the countries of the South to find a sustainable path
o

methadone. Peopleunableor
unvilling o stop injecting drugs are
denied access o teile yringes
Millions who smoke marijuana or
consumeother psychoactive drugsare
harmed fur more by stateaction than

and progress, is being reduced.” (ps)

Meanwhile in eastern Europe

BUCHAREST - Former Communist countries can expect more funds but
also more caution in years ahead from the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development (EBRD). Delegates at a two-day meeting of
the EBRD that ended here Monday expressed tempered optimism over
the region’s economic prospects, and concern over the social costs of
restructuring. The EBRD was created in 1991 to help Eastern and Central
European countries build Western-style economies, and has given
billions of dollars in loans to the region's 27 countries.

‘The EBRD predicts a sharp increase in foreign direct investment (FDI)
this year, up to more than $33 billon from $25.5 billon last year. The
bulk will go to countries such as Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic
and Slovenia, which are preparing for EU entry. Countries like Russia,
Romania, Bulgaria and Georgia are still rated below investment grade.
They are struggling to tap international capital markets and repay debs,
but can expect a littie more support from the EBRD.

Helped by growth in Russia, the region as a whole posted a GDP
increase of 4.3 per cent, one of the world's fargest. But that growth rate is
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Analysing Palme

STOCKHOLM - OlofPal :
yearsagoon 28 February. His death shocked millons everywhere; the crime was
anattack on democracy itself, Palme s now partofhistory. But history must be
fieelyanalysed, notsilenced outof deference. o, .
we rcallPalme’s asassination, weshouldalso
rememberwhat he represned.

Palmenvasa powerfl,cloquentitcofthe US
and thewarin Vieeam, He ursed Soviec
oppressionin Cacchoslovakiaand General
Pinoche’s murders in Chile, and so he has ofien
been portrayed 5a consstentadversary of
tyrannics. Thisisn't quit rue. Pame ysemati-

cally refrained from citcising many oppressive

regimesand embraced someofthe ruellest
dictators,orat st ried nor o offend them. Do
not“vilfy”the Soviet Union, sid Palme, Chair-
man of Sweden'sSocial Democratic Paeyfor 17
years and prime minister from 1969-1976 and,
again, from 1982-86. Do notengagein “the
businessofanti-Soviecism,” he declared in 1984,a
typical neutalistsand in Palme's weden.

No doub, Pame reflected the piricof his

Olof Palme’s legacy is the belief that even
fundamental freedoms are relative.

The same happened in Cuba. Palme shared a
podiumvith Fidel Castroata massrlly and spoke
apprecitivelyof ‘socialist revolution,” never mention-
inghis own party's conviction that “revolution” should
ke placeonly aftrfreeand honest lections.Pame
used hur aid

this year. The bank warned that FDI in Central and
Eastern Europe is stil low compared with that in some developing
countries. “One of the constraints on FDI is the relatively unfavourable
investment climate in particularly south-eastern Europe and in the
CCommonwealth of Independent States, which worsens the balance
between the risk and return to investment,” says the bank. Corruption is
often cited as a major factor discouraging foreign investment here. (Ps)

Don’t drink the water or breathe the air

BELGRADE - Three years after NATO i strikes against Yugoslavia
people in the area are still breathing in particles of toxic depleted
uranium (DU), according to the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP). The latest UNEP report said persisting contaminations were
recorded at the locations
targeted by NATO during
the 11 week-long air
campaign against Yugosla-
via. The shells with DU
ammunition (known as
‘penetrators’) have corroded
“amazingly fast” and DU is
constantly being released
into the air and is spread-
ing in particulate form al
around the areas that were hit. “The contamination remains widespread,
although with low level risks for the population,” said Pekka Haavist, head
of the DU assessment team. “Constant monitoring of water qualiy is
needed, and the site decontamination and construction work could poten-
tially sir up DU dust from the ground surface In the future;” he added.

Stwedenand Cuba embraced similar 1deolug|e_s Palme
chimed thar the wo men werc united in ey rspect,
cvenin their happincs that the struggles forfreedom
of“the Vietnameseand Cambodian peoples have becn
crowned with victory.” This was the summer of 1975,
wo monthsafter Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge embarked
onagenocide that killed two million nf(he country’s
seven millon people.
o

i d ies, including

product of the process used to enrich natural uranium
ore for nuclear reactors or weapons and is used in the tips of bullets or
warheads to pierce armour plating. On impact, DU breaks into tiny
particles which can be easily ingested or inhaled. Some 31,000 warheads
with DU landed in Yugoslavia during the 1999 NATO campaign. (Ps)

CANBERRA - Invoking the spectre of 11 September, the Australian
govemment has announced a massive increase in spending over the

nextfive year Australia’s shores and

Stweden, were nforming usofthe Cambodian horrors.
Palme though it more important o presenta nited

times. The west's Marsis evival affcr 1968 deeply lissand  froncwith G ) .
socilsts,notleastin weden. Viewam changed the m..lookofmymun,; in Indochina. demned inThind World
people,but Palme the liberal ly dapartheid in South Affica ised M:
light i dream oflibertyforthe  China,the most murd World War L. This double
peoplesof Europe;” hesaidafew yearsbeforethe peoples of Easternand Centrl dard larly pernicious in the Middle East, where Pal
Eunpeenbraced democricyand . dan Arcb. regardles of cruclty The onl

i divi a ical Inlhcl?EOs, y, Israel. He even
heSocil Dy lenand lomed acl e It th
collsboration i forcign affir. The so-called “Palme Commision” including ¥ his murder, Swed ¢ ipplewich what
d\emﬂuzmml]:gnnBzhr)suggﬁmdapﬂhcyof ‘commonsccurity” berween st Palmelcfebehind, h i dhiswil d
andwest, led o erious Jideds of frecd ly reladive valus. For people sceki
distortions of I’a]meand Oskar Lafontz th d ding d d rights, Pal 1bl Teis

of Germany'sopposition eaders, did not s the Cold Warasa conflictbeoween
fesdomandyrny. When Pmevisted Eas Gemany i 1984 h evee
leader, Eri hH ecker derlis

riticised

“détente,”“trus,”and “Fendship,”but never “Feedom”

that aspect ofhis moral “example” thatshould be recalled. ¢ (Project
Syndicae)

(Per Ahlmark is a former deputy prime minister of Sweden and is
currently an author and newspaper columnist)

implement a range of new “ant-terrorism” measures. Announcing the
budget last Tuesday, Australan Treasurer Peter Costello emphasised
securty: “The government believed its prioity should be a sater Aus-
tralia, Secure borders, stronger defence and a strong economy.”
Crics believe this s a toallow draconian “anti
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Know thy neighbour

BEIJING - Buildings festooned with barbed wire, roads sealed off
with tape, sombre-looking armed police guards every couple of
metres, hordes of policemen checking people’s identities—this is the
look of Beijing today. As China and Japan continue to be locked in a.
bitter row over the fate of five North Korean asylum seekers,
arrested by the Chinese police inside a Japanese consulate in
north-east China last week, few Beijing residents know why the
city's downtown has been transformed into a military zone.
Passers-by offered reasons ranging from the war in Afghanistan to
fear of attacks by Uighur terrorists from the Muslim minority in
Cmna 's northwestern province of Xinjiang.
e stat mention th
mcldenl, which drew Beijing and Tokyo into an angry dispute,
nothing has been said about the growing problem with North Korean
refugees that China is facing. The media has also said little about
the reasons that are causing tens of thousands of desperate North
Korean people to flee their country and cross the Chinese border.
Between 250,000 and 300,000 refugees are believed to be in hiding
inthe impoverished countryside in northern China, believing even
thatis better than their existence back home. People of North Korea
are plagued by a lack of food, heat and medicine and deprived of
most basic freedoms. Little of this however has been highlighted by
the Chinese media, leaving Chinese people unaware of the dimen-
sions of the human tragedy unfolding next door. State media
regularly trumpets warm relations between Beijing and
Pyongyang—two communst allies who fought “American imperial-
ism”in the 1950-53 Korean War. (iPs)

East Timor looks to oil

UNITED NATIONS - The new nation state of East Timor is among the
world's 20 poorest countries in financial and human development
terms, the UNDP said Tuesday. In a study released here, UNDP said
East Timor's per capita income is about $478 compared with its
more affluent neighbours and soon-to-be regional partners,
including Singapore (over $26,000), Australia (about $22,000),
Melaysia(about $12,000) and Indonesa (over 4 500) The fledgling
nation's
educational attainment and mwme per person—is on apar wnth
Haiti, according

to the study.

Addressmg a special meeting of the UN Security Council on
East Timor Monday, Singaporean Foreign Minister S Jayakumar, who
also is Council president, said sustained international assistance
would prove essential during its early years of nationhood. Last
week, the international donor community pledged more than $360
milion in assistance to b athree-year

Astronglobby i India favours nat
liary acti dingaril . cmsrmph\c dangeand “sidhewss - chawinism and elgious fundi-
shelling, “limited” air strik i fear of these),  against (th worried eali I \ese,

d ional internal for his life back in Pakistan”. He inturn, d
P devel : agreed toend the Kargl confl mcrclikcly.ﬂ e region's potential
he Lincof Control that ) h Fsannoyance. Thegeneral’s ~ for hasnever been
runs lhmu@\{upulcd](z:hmlr But  nudarlevel. The CIA'sGlobal Octobercoup followed. grearer.  (1p5)

period, adding to the $81 million already available through a mulfi-
donor trust fund, bringing the total to more than $441 million in
|n(ema(|ona\ support for East Timor. UNDP said one of the major

of East Timor's longer-term economic future will be the

MUDASSAR RIZVI in ISLAMABAD

e president’s spin

pernfom 7 peren o GDP by dsing edopmenspending o cheloes

way it uses revenues from oil and gas. Australia and East Timor
have signed the Timor Sea Arrangement governing oil and gas fields
they share i the Timor Gap. The treaty, if implemented, would
provide East Timor with more than $3.6 billion in revenues over a
20-year period.

These revenues are expected to be East Timor's key
sources of income after independence. “The challenge is to
resist the temptation to spend these revenues on current

mrlml in2001.

exports,which went down to §7 billion as againstthe targer
ofS10 bilon or year. Forcign di

downby 14 percent compared o lstycar. T
downby " yar.

butto invest in human development and stimulate
private enterprise,” UNDP said. (ps)

do0od But two-and-hall

kd

the 30 April referer
fulfilled, anal In

betterunderhemilaryregie, and
thisis why they did notvorein the
referendum, despite an unprec-
edented oficial “Vote Musharraf”
campaign and official resuls showing
that 98 percent of voters agreed with
extending his say in office.
Musharra cims vitory on the
cconomic rontin three arcas:the

grown t085.3 billion,a record i the
couny'shisory, and oreign loans
have been rescheduled o cae the debe
burden. Bucmany of heseachieve-
mentswere notdue o teforms under
the Musharmaf government,but because
oftheeventsof 11 September, the

legislation, which allows political and community organisations to be
banned by a government minister, to be pushed through the senate later
this week, and to intensify efforts to repel asylum seekers. The legislation
is facing increasing resistance from government members, community
groups and media commentators. *

Over the next five years Australia will spend $1.5 billion, just slightly
less than its entire annual aid budget, to keep out asylum seekers. The
funding includes $660 million for the “Pacific Solution” under which
asylum seekers in Australian waters are forcibly removed to detention
centres on Nauru and Papua New Guinea. Costello claims recent
goverment efforts have effectively ended asylum seekers arriving on
Australia's shores. But buried deep in the budget is the assumption that
the future costs are based on 4,500 people a year coming to Australia—
the same number before last year's Tampa crisis. (iPS)

environmentthat saw Pakisan'ssupporc
becomingcrucial o the US milary
campaign'in Afghanis

The World Bank saysiis premature for samabad o decare
iy :

the *hawald' system of money transfers throughout the world,

offcl purchase of around $2.6 billion in forcign exchange from the market
and inernational aid amounting to $1.6 bllion after 11 September,” said

Musharraf hasn’t been any better

for Pakistan than presidents past.

oryonthe

P!
people. The IMF”s Global Economic Outl

unbridled prices. One-third of Pakistan’s 135 million peoplestillive on undera

the spokesman.
Many are fecing the cconomic
crunchatthe houschold level. A
recentsurvey by the English-
language daily Dawn says pricesof
37 essential commodiciesincreased
byanaverage 20 percent between
October 1999 and March 2002.
“The major drain on almost tagnant
incomes has beenthe 15 1040
percent hikein clectricity prices gas
and el in this period, even s the
pricesof some food items rose by 5
051 percent, This was in addicion
wotherunpopular measures—the
impositon of 15 percent General
Sales Taxon medicines ina country
wherealmost 50 percenthave o
access o essenial drugs. Govern-
mencservants complin thatthe 25
percentincreasein their salariesvas
wolitdeto offec theimpacrof

dollrady. Over 45 percent have o aces o primaryhalhcare. Ofcily

weakened in 2001. “If September 11 hadn’t taken place, Pak

isa 7.8 percen though s sayics much higher.

would have nose-dived,” commented a Fund official in Islamabad, request-

inganonymity. Ina report st monch, th Asian Develg

(AsDB)ss
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“‘Untouchability is not
only a problem of dalits”

Sixty-eight year-old Padamsingh Biswokarma has
completed his Madhyama (1A Level) in Sanskrit
lterature and used to be a teacher in Baglung. His
views on the problems faced by dalis s different
from those of people in the business of develop-
ment, Himal Khabarpatrika spoke to him about the
issuies confronting dalits in Nepal today.

HIMAL: How would you define dalits?
Biswokarma: (They are) econormically exploited,
socially oppressed, deprived of education,
poltically marginalised, ostracised from the world
of religion. They are outside the mainstream of the
state. Before the 2020 Muluki Ain (Civil Code
1971) came into force, they were considered
untouchables.

What are the major problems they face?

Iteracy, poverty, social oppression and expulsion from the mainstrea of poliics and society. We wil not
have effective programs for daits from the state unti they themselves are in decision-making posiions. Until
then we vill be unable to raise daits to the level of other groups in society.

S0 how can allthis be changed?
First, educated dalits should et jobs commensurate with their qualfications. They need affimative acton,
reservations proportionate to the size of their population. It they cannot have affirmative action, they must be
protected in other ways. Dalts are skiled in working with goid,siver, leather and iron. Their skils can be
conserved by engaging them in productive actites. The goods they produce can be made tax-free to help
with marketing. Mananges (the people of Manang) are good examples of how peaple can progress, given
supportive state policies.

Which i the larger problem, economic poverty or untouchability?
Dalits, who make up 20 percent of the population of this country, re plagued by both. Because they are poor,
itis difficultfor them to get a good education and if they do manage, they find t diffict o get jobs. Then
there is untouchabilty. Even today educated dalis cannot openly say 'l am a daiit” Even today they have to
lie about their sumames (o be able to get housing in cites.

What should 0 te-related and first work
caste-based discrimination and work for competition on equal basis?
We need to balance the two. There was no untouchability in early times. In the Gita Krishna tells Arjun that
character is based on virtue, that your deeds should reflect your virtuousness, and that caste is determined by
your deeds or karma. That is why we need to revise the scriptures relating to dalits that were added to the
scriptures after the Vedas. In short, to emancipate dalits from social and religious oppression, we need to
improve Hindu religion and culture. To put an end to their economic problems, dalits need to be given
facilities and reservation.

vations, or end

Isnit there untouchability within the dalit community?
We have made it a tradiion. The Upadhyayas do that vith the Jaisi, the Jaisi with the Thakri, the Thakuri to
the Chett, the Chettrto Newar, the Newar to the Gurung, the Gurung to the Magar, the Magar to the Karmi, the
Kami to the Sarki, the Sarki to the Damai, the Damai to the Gaine, the Gaine to the Bad, the Badi to the
Pode and the Pode to the Chyame.

“This is why it s important to not say that untouchabilty and equality are issues related only to dalis. Yes,
because they are the weakest, they are the most affected. The roots of untouchabilty are not Vedic reliion but

Recast RECAST

“Thewind millat Tribhuvan
University’s (TU) Research Centre
for Applied Science and Technology

insitution isclf. There has been no
repairor maintenance work doneon
icinits oo decade-longlife, an
creepers have taken over .
Theonly TU institution with
the mandate o conduct rescarch
workonappli

lied scienceand
lefunct because it

district,and then don’t pay the
bils cven when they un no the
millions. Thel

cisspenton
payingthe 95 employees. Thereis
no money for rescarch, RECAST
employees complain that TU used
to providea minimum of Rs
700,000 ever year for research in
science and technology but his
year,there sn't even enough money
hone bills. “When
enough money to pay
for utilites, how can we be
expected to conduct rescarch
programs, even ifwe wanted to pay
forthem out of our own pockets?”
asks Roshani Shakya, adminisrative
head of RECAST. “Even our simple

prescnt during the prime minis-
ter’s mectingwith President
George W Bush, an indication of
the imporance the US is currently
giving tosccurity in Nep
Atatime when the Maoists
arcincreasingatiacks on physical
infrastructure, making i difficult
o cvaluate howdonors' moncy
and other assistance is being used,
analyses feel i would be appropri-
ate o bringthe Maoistsaround to
apeaccful solucion. The US has
sidicvillprovide $40 million
annuallyand o provideweapons
and miliary rining, Although the
UK hasn'tyee committed publcly to
any particularamount,thefocusof

and you simply getanother phon
without paying the ducs. Now its

probably
mining and securityequipmen.

time foryou

leader. Youdistribute moncy
beforeclections,use the adminis-
wation, unfair meansand win
again. Wonderful! Beware, laders:
the coming dawn will not bring the
raysof light you are expecting, and
cvenifitdocs, it will come with
shades of darkness smeared on your
faces. What do you want? Wealth
orleadership? Tick one.

Las Sunday [19 May the
‘Tanka Prasad Acharya Memorial
Tastorganisedaday-long

paid for with

help from ouside projects.”
Most of the 28 rescarch posts

are empry. A feware staying afloac

interaction progy
national problems. Differentidcas
were abled there, but the
condlusion was thatif irm,

Prime Minister Deubawill soon
bevisiing China, Russia,Japan,
and aso some European countrics
for moreintcrnational supporc for
fighting the Maoists.

Look who's talking

Dhruba Hari Adhikary in
Deshantar, 19 May

Prime Minister Sher Botrmdrir-b
Deubamet the Indian Chicfof
Army Staff General S
Padmanabhan at Singha Darbaron
Thursday, 16 May. Nepal

Telov onumnddnnmmnm

mmitt taken

g in
[hese includea British
ded expei

Y
fourare:
Embassy-fi

towards changing the scial,
s e

ith visuals of
anc Minister Deubashaking
ds and sitting down for talks

generatealternative fuel (oil) from
the Sajeevan plant, rescarch into the

feasibility of mlar dmn xhc

more serios problem would

emerge even ifthe Maoist criss

were reolved some day. The
dtoindude

andaproject |oulung into p anc-
p i

various points of view from

m.(,cmm Padmanabhan.
e meeting, and theissues
sed were what we generally
anticipatewhen tp-ranking
officials from two countries meet.
fond

different eth

based cures for cancer regions. | Bucwhatrally

outin coordination with the Il had the same q Whose | pained meistt the

Thailand-based Asian Instituteof | country s his? Doesn't this nation | information that our national

Technology. belong toall? thm isequil broadcaster had to ey on. It was
Therector of TU, Professor Dr | oppy lear chat whil

Premraj Pant thinks 1 Butevenin | owned Nepal Televisionshot the
hingabnormalabout theface | chat hering, they did ot | visualsa

that the rescarch budget has been
dashedatadmehen TU3celfs

feudal tradition and they willremain unti that i erased. That is why we need to look at
caste as a problem of ll,not only dalis.

Have you had any bad experiences because you are a dalit?
I had a Jaisi-Bahun acquaintance in my village. When I was told to step down from the threshold of his house, |
almost feft as f | had died... Once, on the way from Pokhara to Baglung, | met a pundt on the road. | dis-
cussed the scriptures with him. While we were taking leave from each other he asked me which bahun | was, and
1 said Biswokarma. After that he began to address me as timi, not tapai. | felt bad but such instances are
common.

QUOTE OF THE WEEI

Democracy has become weak because you have party workers sporting chappalseven as
the ministers are always dressed to the nines.

— Speaker Taranth Ranabhatin Kantipur,19 May.

The offeringn the dishes: Emergency
Man: Dol want mote?! Enough ir, 'm full,

aHCT SRR Spacetime Daily, 19 May

(Im( RL(A\I .\Jm suffers: \vh(n TU
is going througha budget sump,
but rescarch work must not stop.
TUisdiscussing the possibilites of
outside help to invest in all four

5 memsorDr

alk aboutasking leaders o give
back some of their excess(llgally
amassed) wealth to the nation. No
leader volunteered togive.

More money

Deshantar, 19May

ingha Darbar (where
NTVisalso located),its source of
information was the Indian
Embassy in Lainchaur.

NTVhad torelyon the press
statementisucd by the Indian
Embassy tolear that PM Deuba
had thanked India forproviding
waaponsand other miltary

h.ml\\m Tam notsure: .llmu( how
n o

his
instalmentof funding thac His
Majesty’s Governmentwas
supposed o give TU hasbeen
delayed, hencea delay n the
allocation ofarescarch budget,”
says Dr Pant.

Money, leaders

¢ Risal in Spacetime,

el B
The currentaim in policics, whose
sole ambition is to amass wealth, is
sweeping the councry likea
hurricane that can’t e stopped.
Maybeina rich country it would be
natural for the rich to rule, butina

B
21 May

Despite P
Bahadur Deuba’s rece
US and the United Kingdom to
gamer support to fight the Maoist
terrorists, the kind of suppore
Nepal vl receive—in terms of the
weapons,swelsdevelopment
illonly be dlearafter

‘wastormented and dmmwwi

conerns every Nepali. We must
know what could have really
happenedat Singha Darbar that
day whattheemployesn he

international donor agenciesand
well-wishers meet on 19 and 20
London).

Teisn't yee cleareither what

dallthe prime
mlm\(u ’sadvisers at the PMO
might have been doing, What
might have kep the Defence
Minisery busy that day? ssuing
longstatements about the deaths

supporcwill be provided by the
UK, at wh itiative th

meetingis being held. However,
there s an indication that donors
suchas the UK, France, the US,
Japan, Germany, India, and China
willupport Nepal with modern
weaponry, otherarms, mltary
raining as well s development
ad Nepl s v e

like India

poor country the poor cannot be
et by lendershocemindecs
geared only towards carning more
money. Trueleadership ofanation
docs not come about by acions
such as abductis i i

and he US et th rmy
personnel here (forassessments).
The donors haven't decided who
will provide whatand howe much,

orluring greedy ministers to
ngkok.
“The tendency to consider
oneselfabove awisalso harmil,

Possibly,chiswill be sorted out at

in everyday clas the
Maoists and the securty forces?
What could have prevented the
headquartersof the Royal Nepal
Army from acknowledgingan
important mectingattended by the
Chicfof Army Staffhimscl? Ie
scemsthat none ofour govern-
mentoffces documented the
mcting, .IfSingha Darbar had
provided icwith information,
NTV might not have had to ely
on material produuced by a forcign
embassy.
o

should learn

London. Prakash Sharan Mahat,

from its mistakes. Otherwise it
couldjustappoint the Indian
Embassy to preparcallis

Yout and misuse
publicvehicles. Why should the
peopleconsidersuch peopleas
Ieaders? You get telephone lincs
allorted to you i every other

ter'sviits were positive. US
Foreign Sectetary Colin Powelland
National Defence Advisor
Condoleezza Rice, were both

publicity material, and gradually
hand over toral governance too.
Whybother about protecting our
sovercignty?

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

THE MID-COLUMN BLUES

column, | received some feedback on it,

at last, confirming to me that at least
one person does read it: Ajit Baral. “Why
should | read your column,” he wrote in a
tough-minded email which | here paraphrase,
“when | can read the original Nepali work?
And you never say anything critical about
the work you're translating: what's with all
the praise for Nepali literature, all this.
currying of favour with writers and poets?
Don't you have anything hard-hitting to say?”

| wrote back timidly at first: well, um, no, |

don'thave many hard-hitting comments to
make about Nepali lterature (all my meanest
observations | compressed into one Himal
Khabarpatrika article a few years ago; |
have nothing much to add to that). | wrote:
Basically, | read Nepali iterature, find some of
it good, translate a few of these pieces
every other week and call that a column.
Then | got defensive: “Naturally, | translate
only pieces that | like," I wrote, “so | only
have positive things to say about the work
I'mintroducing. | mean, why translate a bad
poem or story just to then be able to criticise:
it? Life is too short. | have better things to
do." | got quite scrappy at the end. “Do you
mind?"

My |-see-what-you-mean-but-can't-
really-be-bothered response prevented other
rejoinders from my column’s single, tough-
minded reader, but secretly, | started
‘wringing my hands about what a terrible
column this is. | mean, who cares about
Nepaliliterature to begin with—other than
Nepali writers and poets? Do English
readers really care what Nepali writers are
writing? Let's be honest here. Because it’s
not like Nepalis need to be reading their
literature in English translation. Distraught, |
asked my friends what for | was writing this
column, and they out-and-out admitted that
not only do they not read this column, they've
never read anything I've ever written.

‘There are moments in one's life when
one realises that one’s efforts are mere
gnats in a storm: no one has noticed that
they are there, and no one would miss them
if they were to disappear. | have experi-
enced innumerable such moments in my
(short, and that is what makes it so depress-
ing) involvement in Nepali literature. All
around, there is bloodshed, and I'm doing
what? Translating Nepali literature into
English. You know? Yeah, culture-shulture is
important at wartime too, yada yada: | know,
of course, the value of translating literature,

su a year-and-a-half after starting this

especially in dehumanising imes such as
these. But it all feels very marginal to be
looking up the dictionary for the meaning of
such artsy expressions as ‘"

afin aw=tw when hundreds are being k\\led
with such brutality.

1 never got my head around this
problem (my head is not very elastic); so,
two weeks later, | was back translating
Nepali stories and poems, and calling that
a column. For this week, | have selected
two poems by Bimal Nibha, who was
among the best young poets opposing
the Panchayat era, and now is among
the best chroniclers of the mis-govern-
ance of the past twelve years. A satirist

as well as a poet, Nibha's best work
adopts a naive voice to express
bewilderment, and moral outrage, at
the failed promises of the recent
past. Writing with a clear ethical
vision, he calls not for a return to
the authoritarian forms of
government that many Nepalis
seem o be wishing for these

poems below come from his.
collection Aagonira Ubhieko
Machhe.

A Shirt With ONLY One Sleeve
Bimal Nibha

For my friend | needed to purchase
a shirt with only one sleeve

Atthe time of the democratic movement
my friend had fallen from a police shot
near the statue of King Mahendra

One arm had to be amputated

Since then he'd required
a slightly different kind of shirt
a shirt with only one sleeve

But | couldn't locate such a shirt
in any of the shops

When [ said so to my friend

he smiled and said—

A shirt with both sleeves

will do for me, Companion

Look, look at my hands

Oh! How peculiar

Both hands were there as before
A'moment later in an outburst of joy
I tried to take his hands in mine
But what was this?

I was missing one hand

Noting my confusion
my friend said—Companion
don't be surprised

This is actually your hand
|just took it to make do

Itseems that s possible:
to work with only one hand

My friend and | both wore shirts
with sleeves on both sides
That he was missing one arm
made no difference at all

for | had both

Then came this matter, one day—
Making an invocation to the masses

the Prime Minister was waving his hands
1100 waved my hands in salutation

and in exuberance | tried

to raise both arms forcefully

But| couldn'tdo this

I was missing one arm

| assumed it was with my friend

Upon meeting him later
I asked—Where's my hand?

He grew serious and said—

I don’t have your hand, Companion
| also grew serious

and started to fret

Who knows what's happening
They're suddenly disappearing, hands

One of my friend's went
in the dark age of absolute monarchy
and in democracy, one of my own

Both friends are missing one arm each
You tell us now

how we might wear

shirts that have sleeves on both sides

CYCLE

Bimal Nibha

Its been a few days
my bicycle has vanished
Do you know where | might find t?

It's true that my cycle is small
its tires are bald

they have too ltle air

the colour is faded

the stand is broken

the kinetic lightis faulty
the bell trills softly

the peddles move slowly
the chain is old

the handlebars are askew
the wheel is bent

it has no carrier

and no lock

No matter what
even ifit's small and defective
evenif it's shabby
no matter what it's like, that cycle is
mine
The weight of my body lies on its seat
The measure of my feet fills its peddles
The print of my hands marks its
handlebars
My breath rests in each part of that
ycle
|amthere
In summary that cycle is my life

(What kind of place is this

not unknown to me, my own village
‘where in the bright light of midday
awhole life has vanished

Do you know where | might find it?)

Its been a few days
my bicycle has vanished
Do you know where | might find it?

UNTE
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hey b fles, circling over the lates . From their
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f Iforthe hungry child asixch,

Acfirst you could count the dead on the fingersof your hand, nownwe
have exhausted the fingers many times over. The daily death toll s an-
nounced on the radio as if it were ricket scores—asixer,a centuty, body
counts numerically lising  grotesque match,. Listening o it out here, far
from the capital i seems like  farce--hisory repeating tselflike an
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that ur eyes. And the audio-
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FILM

Kathmandu Documentary Film Association presents People Like Us: Social Class in America,
afunny and provocative look at class and race in the US. 23 May, 6PM, Rs 200, with 50 percent off
for students. Indigo Gallery, Mike's Breakfast, Naxal.

EVENTS

Meditation Retreat for Nepalis by the venerable Tsok-Nyi Rinpoche at the Ngesdon Osel Ling
Monastery, Halchowk Danda. Seven-day silent retreat from 12-19 June with meditation, teachings in
English on shamatha and viapassana meditation and Buddha dharma. Rs 1,000, including housing,
food, monastery upkeep. Contact Nagarjuna Institute of Exact Method, Patan, 527446; Himal
Association, Patan Dhoka, 542544; Blood Bank, Pradarshani Marg, 229344; Basanta Ranjtkar,
249455, com; or Manjushree Thapa com.np.

Friends of the Bagmati aim to clean up the Bagmati river. Monthly meetings open to everyone.
Email friendsofthebagmatinepal@yahoo.com for details.

music

1974AD in concert 25 May, Birendra International

Convention Centre, Baneswor, 2.30PM. Tickets, Rs

1,000, Rs 500, Rs 300, Rs 200, at Tik 'n’ Tok, New Road

and Jawalakhel; La'Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque,

Pulchowk; Jatra, Thamel, all Bakery Café outlets, Dexo

Music, Thamel and Kantipath; The Club, Bhat Bhateni;

and at venue.

Rockers on Parade Robin n Looza, X- arica,Albatross,

Ugrakarma, Mokshya and many more perform at the Mahendra Police Club from 2PM. Tickets,
Rs 125, at Tik n Tok, New Road and Saturday at Mahendra Police Club.

Club Rumba Latin band, salsa food until midnight on Thursdays. Early bird discounts between
8-9.30PM, buy one, get one free. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999

Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526

Beatle Nite Tribute to the late George Harrison. 12 May, 6.30PM,New Orleans Cafe, Thamel.
425736

Down Memory Lane Wednesday nights with Teesta. The Rox Bar at the Hyatt Regency
Kathmandu. 491234

Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Thamel.
414336

Fridayz Music, dance and between 9PM-11PM, unlimited drinks with entrance. Men Rs 995, women
Rs 495, couples Rs 1,445, Until 7 June at Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999
Coming soon Fusion at Dwarika's

D

Saturday brunch Buffet, free flow of beer, desserts, outdoor activities for kids below 12 and
complimentary use of the swimming pools and outdoor jacuzzi. Adults Rs 1,050 plus taxes, children
below 12, 50 percent off at The Café, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

Wood fired pizzas at the new Roadhouse Café. Completely redesigned with separate bar seating
and coffee bar. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel.

Steaks, Sangri and ESPN Food, drink, and the World Cup at K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel.
433043

Big Barbecue Two cocktails for the pnce of one (Rs 250), Friday through Sunday, 4PM-8PM
Kilroy's of Kathmandu, Thamel. 25044(

San Miguel BIG Brunch Lavish bmnch buffet and free flow of San Miguel beer. Saturdays 11.30
AM-2.30 PM at The Fun Café, at Radisson Hotel. 411818

B-B-Q & MoMo Evenings 5PM onwards at Nanglo Café & Pub, Darbar Marg, 222636

Special Thai Authentic Cuisine at the Ban Thai Restaurant, Darbar Marg. 243271

Buddha's 2,546" birth anniversary 108 lamas pray for peace and recite the holy Tripitak at the
Boudha Stupa Mandala on 26 May. Watch from the Stupa View Restaurant and Terrace, with
vegetarian food, clay-oven pizzas and momos. 480262

Too busy to eat lunch? Daily specials for the busy executive at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488.
Weekend Brunch Rs 350 per head, special package available with bowling. Oriental and continen-
tal lunch or dinner by the pond. 1905 Boardwalk, Kantipath. 225272

Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant, 425510

Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thursday
and Sunday nights. 416096.

GETAWAYS

The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast and
dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

Packages Overnight and short-stay at Dwarika's Hotel from $99. 479488

The Teahouse Inn Combo Special package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 700 per person on
twin-sharing basis for room, breakfast, Nepalithali lunch o dinner, and swimming and jacuzzi at the
Club Himalaya. 410432, 680048

Summer Splash Use of pool 15 May - 15 July, 10AM-6PM Over 18 Rs 4,000 plus tax, schoolchil-
dren under 18, Rs 2,000 plus tax. Hotel de I'Annapurna. 221711

Shivapuri Heights Cottage 30 minutes from Kathmandu, staff guides to monastery, peak and
reserve. Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, children
under five free. info@escapetonepal.com

lFm inclusion in the listing send information o editors@nepalitmes, com]

THER by NGAMINDR/

The subcontinent is virtually free of cloud, dominated
by a high pressure area over northwestern India. The
nascent monsoon can be seen massing up off the
Kerala coast, still very weak. Over northeastern India
is a large low pressure system that is bringing pre-
monsoon rains, some of which was unloaded over
Nepal last week. This system could bring us more
pre-monsoon showers, short and heavy at times,
specially over central and eastern Nepal next week.
In between, expect sunny hot days with thick sand-
blown haze from the desert bringing down visbili.
KATHMANDU VALLEY
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Plants and People of Nepal Narayan P Manandhar

Timber Press, Orcgon, USA/ Cambridge, UK

Rs5.750

For 30 years with limitcd means, buta vast heart and engaging, scientific mind, Manandhar
borniclly explored every corner of Nepal. Inaddiiontospcis dscpions ncludigline
drawings, he provides t nd hich his
hnoboraniclnformaton'sdeived. Th et s chis brilane bk vk ass
contribution icallterature, and the most comp
Limited edition, few copies i stock, order now.

of Nepal.

Chhetria Media: Vigar ra Vartaman Pratyoush Onta, ed

Martin Chautari, Kathmandu, 2002

Rs200

This volume, a tof democracy on the
Nepalipress, particularly outsde Kathmand. Dealing with ‘he country as dvided o develop-
ment region, the essays tackle two aspects o the evolution of the mediain different parts of
Nepal,first detailing brifly the history ofjournalism inthe area and then lookingat the current
state ofthe mediaand the changes it has sen, especially post-democracy.

ilation of d i I

Kimiyagar Paulo Coelho, Ritesh Thapa, trans.

‘Walden Book House, Kathmandu, 2002

Rs200

ANepali translation of the Paulo Coelho’s bestselling The Alchemist: A Fable About Follow-
ing Your Dream. An Andalusian shepherd boy dreams of hidden treasures in Egypt and sets off
tofollow hisvision. Along the way he meets many people, including an alchemist who teaches
him about the “Soul of the World” and how to stay true to his dream and consider the fearof
suffeing to be worse than suffering itslf.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the
breakfast, three-course gourmet dinner. “longest”, “highest", “first" or any other
Rs 800 per person. For reservations ring superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going
441494, 680006 bar and restaurant with the coldest beer
and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House.
433043

House for rent Ground floor: living room,
kitchen, dining room, one bathroom. First
floor: master bedroom with attached bath,
one bedroom, bathroom, pantry. Second
floor: one bedroom with attached bath,
store, lobby. Third floor: terrace and
laundry room. Location: Galfutar. Tel:

94,

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega
Restaurant and Tequila Bar is near
Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15 percent off
season discount

Elowerlovers, don't miss our special
EUCHSIA Exhibition!!! More than 60
new and very beautiful varieties of
FUCHSIA, recently imported from
Europe, are on sale now, for the first
time ever in Nepal. Only at THE
BISHALNAGAR NURSERY, tel. 431797,
five min. from Bhatbateni Supermarket,
two min. from Bishalnagar Chowk (turn
right and downhill).

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed
restaurant and terraces with views of
stupa and Himalayas. International
vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on.
Special events on full moon. Open daily
11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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Between the largely Hindu
administrators, Buddhist leadership
and Muslim locals, Lumbini
becomes  proper cauldron of woe.
Then there is the donor factor.
Although the LDT has sole say over
the area, since 1997 the Sacred
Garden has been declared a World
Heritage Site, which brings it within
the oversight of UNESCO. Mean-
‘while, the Trust has tended to lean
on the Japanese Buddhist Federa-
tion (JBF), practically regarding it
as exclusive patron

In thrall of the small pickings
from the JBF and heritage support
provided by UNESCO, the Nepali
commissars have quite forgotten
the existence of an unique inter-
govemmental committee at the
United Nations Headquarters in New
York, solely dedicated to Lumbini.
Started at the behest of the late
Secretary General U Thant, who
dropped famous tears on seeing

LDT Chief Omkar Prasad

the desolation of Lumbini in 1967,
the International Committee for the
Development of Lumbini was
supposed to fund-raise and keep
Lumbini in world focus.

Kathmandu's unconcer has
left the Committee moribund for
more than a decade. The United
Nations website today does not
even list the Commitiee, and
Nepal's Permanent Mission o the
UN s clearly un-interested in
reviving the body.

Sowhat has changed, that we
can now look forward to the
proximate completion of Mayadevi
temple structure?

The sudden burst of activity
can be attributed to the coming
together of three factors: a can-do
minister supporting a new, commit-
ted leadership at the LDT, which in
tum took the help of the profes-
sional architects and engin-eers of
the Institute of Engineering (IOE)
atPulchowk.

Minister for Culture and

an on inspection.

adevi sanctum under wraps, awaiting the

devi temple, pre-1992, with Ashok pillar on left

Tourism Bal Bahadur KC, ex-officio
chairman of the Trust, has given
the required backing o the present
LDT chief, Vice-Chairman Omkar
Prasad Gauchan. A Thakali and
Nepali Congress stalwart, Gauchan
isknown to be above schisms
between Buddhist groups. The IOE
team, meanwhile, is led by
Institute’s current dean, Jiba Raj
Pokharel, a conservation architect
witha PhD from York University. He
is backed by IOE faculty, including
Sudarshan Raj Tewari, Sudha
Shrestha and Prem Nath Maskey,
the last having the task of ensuring
the integrity of the hidden steel
superstructure that i at the core of
the new building,

This was the site where Emperor
Ashok put up the rock pillar marking
the birthplace of the “Sage of the
Sakyas”in the 3 BC, and where
Chinese travellers Fa Hien and
Hieuen-Tsiang separately reported
a complex of monumens in the 5°
and 8" centuries. Archaeologists of
British India located the Ashok
pilar in the 1890s. The scholar
autocrat Keshar Sumshere cleared
the area and had by 1939 put up
the whitewashed brick box around
and atop of the ancient mound
containing Mayadevi's statue.

Itis this aesthetically-chal-
lenged white box that has for sixty
years been associated in the mind
of peaple everywhere vith the place
of the Sakyamuni's birth. The
image included the large pipal tree
which grew out of one side of the
block. Over time, the structure-and-
tree standing astride the Ashokan
pillar took on an iconic power by
association - until the excavation
‘disappeared’ it. The LDT gave
permission to the Japanese
Buddhist Federation to ‘tackle’ the.
tree which was spreading it roots
into the brickwork, butin a process
that has not been adequately
explained, the enire structure was
dismantled and another metre or
more of soil dug up.

Lumbini got converted from
naivity site to archaeological dig,
and the foundations of a 15-
chambered edifice were revealed,
as well as the rock conglomerate

marker stone’. The Japanese and
Nepali archaeologists involved in
the dig have cited various historical
references to prove that this stone
marks the exact place of
Siddhartha Gautam's birth.
Tug-o-war

The excavation was completed in
1996, but the next step—what to do
with the site—became the subject
of atug-of-war between the various
national and international players,
Also to be contended with were the
UNESCO guidelines on the
conservation of heritage archaeo-
logical sites.

Some proposed a prayer hall,
others a grand hollow stupa
covering the entire site. Yet others
wanted a building with ‘Nepall
elements, and there was a sugges-
tion of recreating a Maurayan
period shrine. In the end, an
original plan put forward by the I0E
was re-evaluated and approved.

The principle challenge was to
find an appropriate design for the
building itself so that the archaeo-
logical finds would be displayed
while the Mayadevi statue was
returned to its original sanctum.
(The image had been removed for
safekeeping when the dig began in

92.)

The IOE team's proceeded with
its work on the basis of the following
decisions;
© Keshar Sumshere’s box would be
emulated despite its aesthetic
shortcomings because the appear-
ance of the eariier historical
structure is unknown.

The planned

o the archaeological ruins as well
as the ‘marker stone’ would be
exhibited by making the inside of
the structure hollow.

o pilgrims and tourists would have
access to the inside of the building.
« all the work done on the site
would be reversible.

Following architectural
principles for hertage spaces, the
reversbility criterion means that
the building can be completely
dismantled. The use of steel
girders, fabricated by the Radha
Steel Structure of Sano Thimi,
leaves the building without pillars,
which allows awalkway from which
visitors can view the excavations,
the ‘marker stone’, as well as the
Mayadevi statue restored to its
original sanctum.

A key challenge encountered
by the design team was building a
sturdy foundation to take the load
of the heavy steel frame without
impinging upon the archaological
integrity of the site. The architects
discovered that an exploratory
trench had once been dug by
archaeologists right around the
temple structure. This already-
disturbed perimeter thus provided
the space for the pylons and cross-
beams to take the load of the
steelwork. There was still the need
o place deeper piles, however, and
for this the architects chose to insert
30-foot beams of sal wood—chosen
for being “organic’—into the
alluvial soil. As hammering would
have created unacceptable vib-
rations, the piles were placed using
augers tuned by expert augur-

wallahs brought in from Patna

“Reversibility is important in
this type of work, for some day
someone may come with a better
idea for the heritage site. That is
why we have designed it so that tis
buiding can be completely pulled
apart with no damage to the
archaeology.” says Jib Raj Pokirel.

One satisied person in
Lumbini today is Basanta Bidari,
LDT's Chief Archaeologist of the
last 18 years, who has had the
unenviable task of being custodian
of an out-of-sight nativity site
beneath a tin shed. Says Bidar,
*This project is unique because it
does several things at one go— t
follows UNESCO guidelines,
respects Nepali sentiments and
memories, as wel as follows
architectural conventions for such
sites. Besides, the Mayadevi statue
willbe back where it orginally was.”

Faced with the 26 May
deadine, the IOE team worked up
a storm to finalise the design and
structural aspects in just a month-
and-a-halt

“Even if we are unable to
complete the whole building, we
will have Mayadev back in her
sanctum on Buddha Purima,” says
LDT chief Gauchan, overseeing the
workin his suruwal-kameej and an
umbrella to protect him from the
blistering sun.

The cost of the project is Rs 70
milion. The LDT will pay Rs 30
million and the government is
supposed to come up with the rest.
Gauchan says the money has been
promised but not yet sanctioned.

“For all the pride we take in Nepal
being the birthplace of Buddha, the
atttude towards this place has been
slack,” says Gauchan

You do not have to look far to
see that Lumbini may yet be
buffeted by the machinations
various factions and groupings
Political changes in Kathmandu
directly affects the executive
leadership of the LDT. Since
September 2000, there have been
five chairmen of LDT (i.e. ministers
of culture and tourism), and seven
individuals have occupied
Gauchan's position of Vice Chair-
man since 1990. Al of them might
well have done a decent job had
they been allowed to stay through
the stipulated five-year term.

Being made a politcal football
is what has made Lumbini look
increasingly like what one journalist
described as a “religious Disney-
land", rather than a spiritual site
without religio-political overtones,
a space that can be ‘owned' by all
the world.

Perhaps the work underway at
the nativity site, at long last, is
signal of the maturing of under-
standing as to what Lumbini
represents. If his is true, one may
even begin to hope for the imple-
mentation for the grand visions that
form part of the Lumbini Master
Plan prepared by the Japanese
architect Kenzo Tange in 1975.

Omkar Prasad Gauchan,
certainly, cannot wait to get
started on that. “The idea is to
keep working as long as one is
allowed to," he says.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit
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0 meet Kamakshi Rai

casually, a reporter is

impressed by her poise and
confidence. The real story behind
that air of intelligent competence
is even more so. There is some
real buzz about the 24-year-old
techie in Kathmandu's corpo-
rate circles.

The first woman to become a
Oracle Certified Professional in
the country, Kamakshi s at ease
teaching the program to profes-
sionals much older than herself.
“I've been teaching Oracle since |
was 19, so I'm quite comfortable,”
she says confidently

Kamakshi and her fiancé, also
a computer professional, train
students in various computer

Wnorhing s done, we il iy efcon hnly‘ysmx?u: bousaf cbisof doroshac Becoming a certied Oracle
y ast summ g up wfisof dog professional, in particular, is a
alls.Ona i o world's ired  furfrom th rpet and ca e tough and expensive process.

Jpon twoteena
operatives using thei iny Sony Ericsson T68i mobiles o
sceretly ake picturesof theciy sate’s newest pideandjoy:
the Double Durian Opera House. Ifyourcity wans o

build that

2Microwave ovensthat comewith cable-rady
J evisic Model S: 1006MW

Kamakshi's training insttute
Microhard has created a portal

with 21" display pancl This convection microwave oven
comes with ill, de d

duriansare etterthan one. Cell phones it sms,now
ervealsoas ncatspy cameras.

“The new watchword in consumer clectronicsis
“Convergence”. Combine everything with everything s
and, before you knowit you have another gadger. Take the
nwwSony DCRTRVS0E Network Handycam,
chisisa 1.55 mega pixel digialvideo camera,
portable PCand mobile phoneallrolled nto
one. s unique touch screen with stylus pen
allows you tosurfthe Iterner, send and
receive cmai wirlesly withouta PC—while
simulancousy shootingavideoof the
wedding reception of yoursistr-in-law’s
maternal aunt’scousin's nepher.

Inthe Fitness Gadgec ategory, my
vote forthe Convergence Award goes
othe Cardio Bike Recumbent
whichisacycling workout machine

allows you o watch the Chinavs
Brazil match while you wat for
the fiozen chicken roast o
thawinside.

3 Eleatic rzor-cum-mobile
‘The Gillee-Nokia 9220 Exc
communictor, Thislecric
razorwih flxincegral system
withcharge control, mousache
wimmerand pivoting cuting
system has a builtin mobile
phone. Prfectfor busy
excutves witharistoctatc

Europeanlifestyleswho needa
quickshavewhilecallinga
dient or need to quickly

alladientwhile havingaclose
shave

potential exam questions. “If they
score a hundred percent on our
tests, that means theyll probably
get 75 or 80 percent on the real
one—and that's what you need to
pass. Its hard,”she says

She can teach, but level-
headed Kamakshi says selling
software is a different challenge
altogether. She recently set up
Microhard, a franchise of an
American software development
and training insiitute. “You have
to deal with decision makers,
managers, administrators, non-
technical people who don't have a
clue. It's pretty demanding.”

Atwork, she's convincing and
competent as she explains to
potential clients how Biometrics, a

computerised system with a sensor
o identify people by their finger-
prints, works. Since they began
marketing the software two months
ago, the results have been
encouraging. “Many companies
use swipe cards, but that could give
tise to proxy entries. This actually
tells you whether an employee is in
or out of the office,” says Kamakshi.
Kathmandu Guest House is their
first client, and companies such as
Toyota, Soaltee, and Shangri La
are also showing interest.

In school in Dehradun her
career counsellor saw sparks fly
‘when Kamakshi was anywhere near
a computer and suggested she
pursue further studies in IT.
Kamakshi did, but also worked at an
arts degree just in case. It couldn't
hurt to be well-rounded. But
anyone who knew her even at 18,
when she was a replacement
executive and student representa-
tive at the Tata Unisys in Siligur,
couldn't believe she'd make her
career in any other field. This
was followed by a three-
and-a-half year stint at
World Distribution
Nepal in
Kathmandu, where
she taught
students Oracle

hospital
management
systems for
Norvic,
Apollo, and
the Nepal
Medical
College. “'m
happy my
parents

An oracle for Nepal

encouraged me,” smiles Kamakshi
“After all, one is a retired army
officer without a clue about
computers, and the other a gender
consultant whose computer literacy
is restricted to email and Internet”
Kamakshi's long-term goal is to
set up a software development
centre and get into e-marketing.
“The economy can't sustain that
now, but we definitely plan to
promote it in future as a business
solution.” Even the Nepal Tourism
Board, which needs all the help it
can get, has approached her.
Perhaps between them, some
tourists can be lured back here. ¢
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