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ONE YEAR LATER

Gyanendra balances his constitutional role with the need to help
out the country’s political crisis from behind-the-scenes.
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The mess we're in

It's even worse than we thought. The Central Bureau of Statistics.
says GDP growth this year will be 0.84 percent—the lowest ever in
the past 20 years. The main culprit s political instability which has hit
investment, trade, and tourism. Bad weather also affected harvests,
which would have otherwise cushioned the impact. Growth in
agricultural GDP will be only 1.72 percent, about a third of last year.
Manufacturing is looking even worse, taking a near six percent
plunge. Carpet and garment exports are down by a quarter. As if all
this weren't bad enough, revenue is down. “At best we may collect
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right for Prime Minister Deuba to

," a Finance Ministry
source told us. This is far short of
projections of Rs 60 billion, and
will barely cover recurrent
expenses. The only silver lining
‘seems to be overseas remittances.
With parliament dissolved, the
budget will be passed by
ordinance, and donors are
worried government may
overspend. Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba told donors this
week he was counting on them.
He is asking for $100 million as
budgetary support, and another
$150 million for rehabilitation
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at the crossroads. Even though that metaphor has become thread-

bare, at no time has it been more true than today.

Pariiamentis dissolved, elections are six months away, an emer-
gency is re-imposed and barely three hours later 170 Nepalis are killed
in the latest bloodbath. We don't quite have a constitutional crisis
yet, but that is academic. We will get to the constitutional

I n the past three years, we have got used to saying that our nation is

crossroadsin November.

Evenif some sort of elections are held,
what can we expect when candidates will

not be able to travel beyond the
district headquarters? What kind of
representatives will be elected when
many local leaders from parliamen-
tary parties have either already
been killed, or hounded out of
their constituencies? Our demo-
cratic polity and our freedoms will

be in serious danger. Isn' this exactly
what the far-left and far-right wanted all along?

Extremists of all hues carry much of the blame for this mess. But
it was the moral bankruptcy of our democratically elected leaders,

STATE OF THE STATE
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of crisis?

Egged on by envy and ambition, Girja
Prasad Koirala pushed Sher Bahadur Deuba
against the wall and, true to his name, the Sher
reacted like a comered cat. He damned the
consequences and dissolved pariamen,
effectively buying himself six more months
in office. The two are now getting into
Serious name-calling: Deuba, rather unimagi-
natively, has called Gira a "errorist', while Girja says Deuba is

a junta "chieftain".

the pettiness of their concerns, and their short time-horizons that fed the
fumaces of rebelion, The inabilty of rival cronies in the Nepali Congress
1o get along has ruined not just a once-strong poliical party committed to
the ideals of social democracy, but also imperiled the nation.
Itis futle now o go into the blame game. The Nepali Congress s its
own worst enemy. With a party like that, who needs an opposition? Ever
since the 1999 elections in which it won a majoriy in pariament, the
Nepali Congress has been busy trying to snatch defeat from
the jaws of victory. How can a party that can't even run
itsef rescue this fractious nation from the throes

The upshot of all this is that we are preparing for an election during a

state of national emergency and a raging insurgency. This is ke
geting a couple of foxes to guard the chicken coop. The current crisis
of human rghts abuses by both sides are sure to get much worse when

election campaigning takes place at a time of suspended civi lberties.

But let us hope that by some Pashupatinath-engineered miracle,
relatively free and fair elections can be held. An independent, techno-
crat-led, multi-partisan caretaker government is a prime necessity. There
is no need to shed tears over the dissolution of Deuba'’s jumbo cabinet
which only fattened iself a tax-payers' expense

Nepal's democracy had been functioning most effectively at the

grassroots, and it may have been more important at this point to

hold the delayed local elections rather than national ones. But at
[east elections will bring politics back to centre-stage of national
life. In fact, 13 November can be a referendum and an election for
a constituent assembly rolled in one. (Maobadis, please note.) If
civil society s active, there is no reason why this can't be converted
into an issue-based poll on exactly the demands of the Maoists.
Our guess is that if the fear is removed, Nepalis will overwhelm-
ingly come out and vote. And it will be a vote for democracy. But if
in November we allow democracy's Humpty Dumpty to fall, then all

the king’s horses and allking's men may ot be able to put it back

together again

A year after

King Gyanendra’s reign has got off to a rocky start.

by CK LAL
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Memories
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Nepaliterature column just
because someone questioned
her? (*Wid-Column Blues," #95)
I'hadn't read much of original
Nepaliliterature until Manjushree
Thapa introduced me six
months ago to a horde of
already renowned as well as
talented contemporary writers
through her commendable
fortnightly column in your paper.
|'am indebted to her, or shall |
say Nepali literature is indebted
1o her. What Rabassa did to
Marquez is seemingly impossi-
ble to repeat, but Manjusree
Thapais doing
laudable work. Please carry on.
Rigzin Dekhang
Boudha Tusal

© Manjushree Thapa's
soliloquy is justified from
many angles—her own
personal angst, the seeming
futility of what she is doing,
the present circumstances
where Nepali literature,
especially, seems to have
taken itself to the back bench
or burner, readers’ apathy, or
their direct provocation.

But Manju is aware of
games and events having both
silent and appreciative
spectators as well as hooli-
gans and hell raisers. Both
parties respond to the
experience in their own ways.
Her weekly literary column in
Nepali Times also has silent
and appreciative readers. My
major reason for buying
Nepali Times is to read
Manju's page, and appreciate
her selection of writers and
the translation of their works
for the week. | read her head
notes and translations with
the acceptance that she has
the freedom to be eclectic,
euphoric, esoteric or idiosyn-
cratic in her choice for the
fortnight. And, to paraphrase
what Indra Bahadur Rai said a
long time ago, Manju reads
and translates only who and
what she likes and considers
good. Life being short
notwithstanding, what she
reads, selects and translates
is her own choice and
freedom. Therefore, an
abiding sense and sensibility
on her part is to be kind and
understanding to the writers

My good friend Ramesh
Shrestha of Bangkok wrote to
me after he read Manju's
translation of Bhuwan
Dhungana’s short Nepali story
originally published in a
Kathmandu vernacular maga-
zine. Unlike Ajit bhai and I, who
are fortunate to read both
originals and translations in
Kathmandu, Ramesh has access
only to websites where Nepali
publications are hosted, Nepali
Times being one of them.
Ramesh praised to high heavens
both Manju’s successful effort
and Bhuwan's theme and its
treatment, even making him claim
that “our” generation (Bhuwan,
Ramesh and | being MA mates at

TU when Bhuwan was still a
Koirala) “still" has the “best”
writers in Nepal. While inflating
“our” generation, Ramesh
completely sidelined much
younger Manju’s role in it, but he
made the point for all those who

read Manju's weekly column:
Yes, we read you, Manju bahini!
Peter J Karthak , Kopundole
® Dear Manjushree. | am not
your “fan”. But | like what you
are doing for the Nepali lan-
guage and read you without fail
Personally, | perhaps wouldn't
eulogise a few of the Nepali
writers you have selected for
translation and praised. But |
praise your effort. Yours is a
small window, but an important
one. Maybe it is a lattice, an
ankhijhyal to the world of
Nepal's literature. Thank you for
bringing Nepal's literary activi-
ties to the notice of a wider
world.

Kamal Dixit, Patan Dhoka
® Just because people don't
write letters to the editor, it
doesn't mean they don't read.
Manjushree Thapa should get
over her mid-column blues and
keep on giving us her fortnightly
treasures for the mind. We are
the silent majority, and we don't
want you to ever stop. Keep the
gnats flying in the storm!

iPasangi, Budanilkantha
® | have been aregular and
avid reader of your paper since
its inception. But what irritates
and exasperates me is the
fortnightly column by
Manjushree Thapa whose mind
seems to have been filled only

English, and that too sounding
trashy and third rate. Why
doesn't she embark on critical
writings, make robust criticism,
or hard-hitting comments on
literary works by Nepali or
foreign writers? | really wish
she did not carry on with her
usual boring translations.
Otherwise, as Ajit Baral says,
why should we read her
column when we can read the
original Nepali work? In writing
allthis, it has not in the least
been my intention to harass and
discourage Miss Thapa, rather
still I have great regard for her
and even highly apologise to

Rabindra Raja Shahi,
Gaighat Campus, Udayapur

POLITICS AS USUAL
At a recent gathering of his
party cadre, the general
secretary of Nepal Communist
Party (UML), Madhav Kumar
Nepal, was quoted as saying
that the killings of his party
activists by Maoists was unfair.
He also went on to say that
when he and other communist
leaders had met Prachanda at
the Indian town of Siliguri a few
months back they all had
reached an agreement that the
Maoists would not kill or punish
any of UML or any other
communist supporters. So, if
they killed anyone else that
would be fine? This is typical
UML duplicity. The UML leader-
ship has never been honest to
the nation regarding their views
on issues like that of the Maoist
problem, while the Nepali
Congress is too busy fighting
within itself.

Krishna Paudel,

hara

BLAME OURSELVES

Dr Naryan Khatri's “Soul
Searching” (Letters, #95)
proves that we are still not
ready to look within ourselves
to identify the cause of the
problems plaguing this country.
The World Bank and ADB do
not see loans as handouts as
our national banks have done
until they went bust. The two
banks in question want their
money back. The only means
they see are if the NEC raises
tariff. But the fault, dear doctor,
lies within ourselves. NEC does
not bother to collect money
from big institutions and
business houses. | have been
witness to such practices.
While working for a small firm,
the management changed
hands and we discovered that
we had not paid electricity bills
for almost two years. Our
electricity was never cut
although our bills had accumu-
lated to more than Rs 150,000,
Strangely our landlord's line,
which lighted up only the
staircase of the building, was
cut because he had not paid a
bill of Rs 1,200. The story does
not end there. | was sent along
with the accountant to clear up
the matter. Guess what? They
had no idea what we owed,
and asked us to come back
later. A few days later, the
accountant there pulled out
ledgers they had put away. It
took him a considerably long
time to add up the bills. Finally
the bigwigs there told us to pay
a fine of 50 percent. After

instalments. How many compa-
nies pay their bills, or is it
cheaper to pay bribes? A
restaurant owner in Thamel
once told me he was compelled
to cheat on electricity bills,
otherwise his rates would not
be competitive. Let us not even

the crisis. As the writer himself
points out, USAID and the UN
are doing their best to promote
trade and investment in the
region and boost Nepal's

economy.
Sanchit Chokhani, by email

armed force, including in
Nepal.

They say that democracy is
not working in Nepal. But when
have we had democracy? Not
this ersatz top-down democ-
racy that is being imposed all
over the world at the same
time as the big multinational

talk about office
How can we blame the dunovs7
Dinesh Rai, Naxal

DALAILAMA
| enjoyed CK Lal's “The Prince of
Peace” (#95), and after reading
him, and being a member of the
Tibetan diaspora in Nepal, | see
aglimmer of hope that one day
His Holiness the Dalai Lama
will be invited as a pilgrim to
visit Lumbini.

D Rinzing , by email

® CK Lal's bold suggestion to
have the Dalai Lama visit
Lumbini is what every Buddhist
in Nepal wishes. (“The prince of
peace,” # 95). The Dalai Lama
did visit Lumbini in 1987, despite
strong protests from China.
Since then, His Holiness has, as
a Nobel Peace Laureate, carved
for himself a niche in the
international arena as an icon of
morality and peace—both lacking
in these troubled times. It
therefore makes sense that he
be invited to Lumbini, and what
better time than when the
Mayadevi Temple is completed
(“Lumbini’s rebirth," #95).

China's objections have
assumed a ritual status rather
than a political one. China is
changing with it's one-nation-
two-system policy very fast,
and in the right direction. |
believe that in about a decade or
s0 China will not only catch up
with western nations, but will
also assume a global role for
peace, freedom and stability.
This would in fact bring Beijing
closer to the goals of the Dalai
Lama. It now befalls on our
leaders to initiate steps to invite
the Dalai Lama and make his
visit to Lumbini possible. If that
happens we have everything to
gain, economically, spiritually,
culturally and morally too.

Phu Dawa, Baudha

ARTHA BEED

Artha Beed's “Amrika Return”
(#95) raises questions but
doesn't provide answers. One
of these is about the direct
airline connection between the
US and Nepal. | doubt if that is.
feasible at a time when other
airlines are pulling out. On the
prime minister's visit to the US
and the UK, the Beed contra-
dicts himself by saying that he
was a man with a mission, and
on the other, by asking the
question as to why he did not
raise other issues of trade and
aid. There is also the question
about whether he should be
looking for outside aid and
support to combat the insur-

I've looked over the articles and
letters these last two weeks in
your paper, and in other papers
from the Valley, all bemoaning
Nepal's situation and each
pointing a finger at one or
another reason as being a
cause: America, too much
democracy, corruption, Maoist
leadership and so forth. A
mistaken theme running through
all these letters and articles is
that Nepal is some sort of
exception, and that by making
adjustments here and there,
Nepal's problems will be solved.

Unfortunately, these prob-
lems are everywhere in the
world. Nepal has its armed
insurgency, but itis not just
Nepal's tears. There are at least
49 other countries experiencing
their own armed insurgencies in
other Third World wars. They all
arise out of real grievances:
rural rent-seeking and servitude
such as in Nepal, theft of land,
water and resources.

Maoism is just the unfortu-
nate face given to this one, but
its violence comes out of the
frustration of alienated young
people who in their desperation
see no other alternative.
President Bush, cheered by his
allies and emulated by his
puppets across the globe, has
chosen to call these people
“terrorists.” How convenient. So

NEPALI TALEBAN

are emerging as
the new rulers of the world.
Such democracy gives us an
illusion of participation at the
ballot box while at the same
time removing us from the
political and decision-making
process, a process that
increasingly is being shifted to
the big finance capitals of the
world. Elections won't give us
back our forests, factories and
rivers once they are gone

When the cause of insur-
gency is poverty, unequal
wealth, environmental destruc-
tion and injustice, an insur-
gency won't be solved by more
quns, just as the cause giving
rise to the insurgency can't be
solved by the guns of insur-
gents. More guns, in whose
ever hands, just make for more
destruction, more poverty and
enlarges the problem. When
the Maoists thought they were
winning because they were
slaughtering people, they cut
off the negotiations. Now that
the government s getting
military support and claims to
be slaughtering Maoists, it is
no longer interested in negotia-
tions. All war does is benefit
the arms industry. The answer
of course is democracy, but
democracy in which people
organise and educate them-
selves.

Stephen Mikesell

by email

1 was deeply saddened by the news of the destruction of
Mahendra Sanskit University in Beljhundi by Maoist rebels.
There is no justification for this barbaric act. An entire library of
rare Sanskrit books and handwritten manuscripts, including the
extremely valuable Kalachakra Ambika, have been bumed to
ashes. This is not just a loss for Nepal but the worldwide Hindu
community. These books and manuscripts can never be
replaced: they are gone forever. The rebels have only proved
that they are equal to or worse than the Taleban. There is no
justification for what they have done. They gain no sympathy
from us for whatever agenda or cause they might have had.
Books contain a nation's collective wealth, knowledge and

wisdom. They are important,
because the future generations
can leam from them. The
famous library of Alexandria in
Egypt in the 4" century CE was
torched by invading Romans.
Similarly Muslims, who invaded
India in the medieval period
(10"-12" centuries CE),
destroyed many of the rare
handwritten manuscripts from
Buddhist monasteries in Bihar
and Bengal. Much of ancient
knowledge and wisdom have
thus been lost in wars and by
the ravages of time. Yet, we

continue to repeat history by doing the same things we abhor.

What is even more disturbing is the fact that the Maoists
‘who destroyed the Sanskrit University are said to be students
themselves. Why claim to be students if they have no respect
for knowledge? The Mahendra Sanskrit University was totally
dedicated to preserving an endangered Vedic culture. The
printed books and handwritten manuscripts contained in the
library, were a part of Nepal's cultural heritage.

The People’s Republic of China, which rejected its rich
cultural past during the height of the Cultural Revolution under
Mao in the 1960s has admitted it was a mistake. Our own
Maoists are repeating that mistake. They are destroying the
nation’s wealth and human lives with blind ignorance, hatred

and jealousy.

Dr Deepak Shimkhada Claremont, California
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smuggling parrol of the Royal
Nepal Armyimpoundeda ruck
with license plates Ba 1 Kha 6474
at Gallamand, Bhairahawa. The
papersshowed that although the
truckwasa 1992 model,the
customs duties duc on it vwere paid
11 yearsago, in 1987. A close
examination revealed more: the
trucks eallicense number was Ba 1
Kha 3538 but had been covered
wsing Tipp-cx. The truckwas, in
actual fact, manufacrured in 1999,
Goingby the papers, it cntcred
Nepala good 19 years before it
was built.

“Thisis notan isolated oceur-
rence. Between carly 2001 and carly
2002 soldiers on revenue patrols
have actually confiscared 45
vehicles and sent them o the

I nlate August last year an anti-

Bteak for the bordet

Stolen cars are some of the
most lucrative goods traded
across the border with India.
But that may be about to stop.

Kanaoudia, Minister of Sate,
Water Resources. Even the llaka
police office of Rancura uses a
stolen vehicle with a icense plate
Bal1Jha1975.
Employees of the Office of
Transport Management are decpin
the racket involving the flsification
and issuance of fake licenses to
stolen Indian cars. Bacche Raya,the
head of the transport office in
Butwalsaid evitlonee obtained

purchased them unknowingly?” asks
one.

Customs officials at Bhairahawa

in Rupandehi say that the Superin-

tendent of Police Kesha Bahadur
Shahi was transferred from his post

Sunaulion 10 September laseyear.
Theauthorities discovered that the
Indian license plare HR 65 K 6453

he police di

I that they b
moteto dowith solen cars than
newspapers, and that the vehicles
they were driving had been stolen.
Afterthe revenue patrols began
picking out tolen cars,cven

trnsportoperstors hve changed

murderofa driver, Kllu Badai.
“The court decision came on 10
March and Srivastav has been on
the run since. He had been charged
with murdering the driverin 1994.
Indinis taking the carthefand

e routes. The vehi h
roads of Butwal, Kapilvastu and
Navalparasi have now begun
servicingthe dirt road to Gulmi,
Baglungand Argakhanchi, " We
have reports of suspect vehicls in
Gulmiand Y

illegal rad ly, and the
National Crime Record Bureau, an
agency under the Indian Home
Ministry, s now involved in fighting
it. Indian policc officalssay the
Bureau will mainain updated
records ofal vehicles

s
Yagyamurt Bhandari, head of the
western division of the Revenue
Investigation Division, at Buwwal.
“We've been unable to go there
because of ack of adequate
resources and the general security

saythacbysling he 79 vehices toKaubmandubecauschercfised  wasfike. The people n possesion
impoundedin R ofthe ar had borrowed papers situation.”
Kapilvastuasis, the government Yadav. Saysa poli belongingto “Th

could cam up o Rs 30 million in
revenues. But the Nepal Transport
Operarors Association does not
¢hink thatis the right way to go,
mainly because a majority of the

from
the impounded vehiclesshows that
there hav been “weaknesses” in the
past. Hesays, “Wefound 50

P! yS
oflivelihood for the unsuspecring
entreprencurs who purchased them.
Instead, the association says, the

Bhairahawa customs office. These  aftcrtheystareed beinginundated  engagedinacampaign o bustcar  Dayaram Yadav, Bt 3 wpicousvehicesthathad come  governmentshould give the ehices

include five fullsized rucks, 25 with daily reportsof thefes. Early  thievesandwe necd everyoneto VDG, who runshist forroute p lsand back rcolecing

jecps and passenger carsand 15 thisyear Indian policearrested 40 help,” says Raja Srivastav, Bhairzhawaand Sunil Kumar hip January a dury. I

mororeyles. Likevisein the stolén vehicles headed forNepal ~ tendentof Policein Maharjgunj ~ Panditof Taulihawa. and February.” ingacuonagamsnmnspon
ustomsarca, 34 bery liand Gorakhpur. disictof i’ Utar Prdesh s Moststolen vehicles sold in Ofthe 42 vehiclesimpounded  department

vehicles have been confiscated Onl7Mar¢h]mvurlndlan The Indianpolic Nepal have b Iedinby  inNepal, 26 werc being uscdinthe  approved the fist egistraion, as

wveen August 2001 and February Jue Marui car from its Nepali Dayaram Yadav. Oneofhisformer  public ransportsector. They had - wellasthe person who soughti. A

2002—three trucks, 16 jecps/cars
and 15 motorcycles, What's more
intriguing is that these vehicles were
notimpounded atthe customs
check posts s they were comingin
from India. They wereamong he
manyacrually operacing around
Nawalparasiand Kapilvastu for the
past fouror five years with “valid”
papersissucd by the Office of
Transport Management.
Anditistheordinary, unsus-
pecting purchaser of vehicles locally

mndxnnu passengers Bhagavan
Das, Chorelal Paswan, Samarlal
Paswan and Bhagawati Kahari to
prison. Police e on the lookout
forthe man who leads this mob,
Kyamudin Khan. The fourold
police that they had smuggled cight
stolen vehicles into Nepal before
theywercamed

counterparts. Thishascome upin

been purchased by the st owner

1y meeting:
from Nepaland Indlauncnmml—
lingcross-border smuggling, Indian
offcialsspecifically requested the
supportof Nepal Police ostop
cross-bordercrimeat the mecting
heldat Bhairahawa early thisyear.
“The two sidesagreed o exchange
i

upants of
mo(her Marui car (UP 76 Y 6302)
arsted st ycarin Kanpurwhile
ontheirway to N

that has becomea victim of a racket
that involves Nepaliand Indian
smugglers, polic in Nepal, their
political mastersand government
cmployees.

Tndia hasalso begun to clamp
down on car thefis Police across
the border have been extra vigilant

that they had previously solen,
ool seven rehicles

accomplice, Iswari Bhandari of
Bhaica The vehicle

impounded were registered i the
names of his workers.” An officerac
the Office of Transport Manage-
mentsays mostof the impounded
vehicles were registered under the
‘names Tulasi Ram Pandey, Bhawani
Prasad Bhusal,Jumrati Musalman,
Mahendra Yadavand Rishiram
Kharel—all \

thefis, and toact
thoscinvolved in the busines. At
anoher mecing hld in Gorbbpur
on 2 May this year Nepali off

ngly against

Dayaram Yadav.
On29 Auguseaseyea, the
limpounded a Tata

afiera ship transfers. The
presentowners had never suspected
that vehicles could have been

Rupandehi, “Wehad Dn1y|us(
begun confiscatingstolen cars.
“Therewas pressure from above,
how can you workin sucha
situation?” Exen today, “pressure
from above” i the reason most

Mahesh Kumar Yaday of New
Delhi,and changed the license
plate Similly, anothr eicle

ascasy asthey
used o be, even though police
don'tgiveus much rouble he
amyisstict” says Mahendra

that
border from Sunaulion emv
Janary asportinga licens platc

Yadav,a
Dayaram Yada. Manynme
alcady stopped thebusiness” As

policemen in the arca will give: taken offa ©  forhimself h
when asked why they return Anurag Agrawal of Gorakhpur. taking on construction contracts
impounded vehides.  Thecarpuhersabomasquer and delingin el e, belcing
Thecarth he I h
changed their tacticsand altered oo:uprannofrhrec Maruivehicles  the cross-border trade in stolen

theirroutes,especiallyafierIndian  on the road near Gorakhpurhad  vehicle.

police began to camp down on the
racket actoss the border. A white
Marui was stopped and confiscated
near the Ram Janak temple in

produced identification cards
showing that they worked ac

Manohar Bharati, an Indian Hindi
weekly. On furcher investigations,

Meantime, agadamba
Srivastay, whois charged with
vehicle theft gora 20-year sentence
attheappeals courtin Butwal, ina

regisered in India, cheir chassis,
engineand licence numbers, aswell
asinformation on the owners, The
New Delhi Bureau willaso sec up
branch officesin Raxaul in Bihar,
Gorakhpurin Urtar Pradeshand
other places where necded. “Once
that happens, we will beable to
make quickerarrests of car thieves
andalso recover stolen vehicles,”
says Bed Prakash Tripachi, of the
Kolhou police postacross the
borderin India. 4

International Newspapers

The world has been a ‘global village’ for on-demand print
and the distribution of international newspapers. You can
order your favorite newspaper from a collection of 100 dailies
including IHT, The Times, The Washington Post, WSJ, USA
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Clean sweep

Japanese cl\mber Ken Nogucm is mlenl on makmg aclean sweep
Avyear after his Noguchi/ Asia Qomolongma Clean up Expedition
brought down 1,600 kg of garbage from Tibet, this spring
Noguchi's Lhotse South Col Cleaning Expedition 2002 returned to
the Nepali capital with over two tons of garbage, including 161
oxygen cylinders,

some dating back to

1952. Noguchi, who's

also climbed the seven

summits, the highest

peaks on seven

continents, says it

was a sense of

shame that prodded

him to take up the task

of cleaning the

Himalayan giants. He came back to Everest with a clean-up
expedition in 2000, the year after he climbed Everest in 1999,
when he realised a large amount of the garbage on the mountain
had been left by Japanese, Korean and Asian expeditions. Such
clean-uj diti suggests Noguchi, should receive partial

five-member
headed by Surendra Nath Aryal
formed ro investigate theissue

smuggled no Nepal. Khagiswara
“Thapa's jeep Lu 1 Pa 598 was
confiscated sometime n late July.
She says, ‘I did not know it wasa
stolen vehicle.” Tears il her eyes s
sheadds, “Now thearmy has taken
the carto customs. | have lost my
meansof makingan income.”

Indian policeimprison people
areeted for stealing vehicles. In

ifically ask JIndnnuF‘- ials to

Theleader of this group ofcar
dhicvs Munna Kban from
Sonpipari, has b di

arest 28 Maoitsand provided
them vith their icures; the

dodgeanarestvarantsued kst
year. Police say Khan could be
h\d\ngnmund Bhairahawa. “Weare

Nepal o help track
downand arrest four car-smugglers
who operatealong the Nepal-India
border. Among those named are

Sumofiom hhowsofSuya Db
Khand fo

Nepal, because the vehicles have

Police, who have received asrclcn
vehicle while he wasin the service

in Bhairahawa. In another raid, they
confiscated ajeep (icense plate: Lu

1 Cha 1245) belongingto Birendra

been transferred I times, even
the police offcals an't agree on
procedure Ve know e mug:

late lastyear. The Finance Ministry
has still not decided what course of
action to take.

“The Nepal police has intensified
itssurveillance for stolen cars, but
this, 00, is hampered by policical
inerference. The Rupandehi
District Police impounded 12
vehicles in September-October st

year, but was forced to letall of
hem go. Initially, Dayaram Yadav
tried to coerce the police nto
relcasing the vehicles. When he was
unsuccesdil, home miiser Kb

ly transferred the

hicles many times, whatis the
poincarresting people who

Bahadur Khadka i
made sure that police did as they
weretold. A number of policemen

HERE AND THERE

by DANIEL LAK

L

the dissolution of the Nepali parament and subsequent cacopho-

nous political mayhem. Norwasit the murderous violence in
Kashmirand the threa of nuclear warin South Asia, though both thosc
v wereshocing enough o o, For e thesaddes vncof
the past four wecks and
science writer, Stephen Jay Gould.

‘There aren’t many people that I would describe as “wisc”. He was
oneof them. There are intellectuals, savants, wonks, swots, gecks,
nerds and cggheads—ach word a pejoraive wrapped up in a descrip-
tion of sheer mental ability. Mr Gould was quite simply a wise human
being whose writings and thinking bubbled over with warmch and
enthusiasm about the never-cnding quest for knowledge. T doubt he
everstopped poking through his fossils and piles of stones, or reading
papers and books and ¢ mails from colleagues i the feld, even as he
lay dying from the cancer known as mesothelioma.

Tewas Mr Gould's book from 1990, Wonderful Lif, that captivated

memost, yetisabout the most unlikely of opics. I can magine  commis-
; e P S
a

T his month of May saw the world becomes lesser place. No, it wasn’t

Wonderful life

Stephen Jay Gould, scientist, b1942, d2002.

the ears” and the sound of rejection slips being slapped on a manuscript

extended skywards, the lesssaid the better.
Of course, none of these creatures survived past the Cambrian age.

Nordoany of them have any descendantsatallamong subsequent
For Gould,that was most crucal. He proposed then whacscl
for the march of natural

“This was not the fvoured, nmrl)'.\rwmmn, steady, slow progression
cowards stronger, more logical body designs, butan evolution that ceates
anopimum speies quicklythan ces iwiped ot by some unprcdiciable
and For this, Gould was pilloried by an
s:mb|l¢hmenrthupr:ferredAmore]mtarfurmufc\u|uuon,burhewrure
on, modified his th ven admitted mistakes and keptastounding us
allwith his—yes—wisdom.
‘Where Gould shone brighly was in his stirring and relentl

chat thankfully was never reated so.

For L ave e the BurgessShile, and ged upon reconstrucionsof

denunciation of the canard known as “creationism”. Thisis the notion
putabout by some Christians—fundamentalists, | dare say—that the

th therein in the worlds best museum,

ditorata popular
receivinga proposa from a young scientist—a younger Gould perhaps,
o, ashe was thenat he eightofhispovers. Had this beenso,
Wonderful Lifemight never have been written fora impl
because tappears to b about the mostdreary and anodyneofsientific
tpis. s storyof anoutcroppngofscimenayrockin e northern

the Royal Tyrrell, in the western Canadian town of Drumheller. The
horrid and fantastic shapes that life took in those early years re beyond
belief, so much so that the dwcovmr of ﬂm Burgcst Shale—a Victotian
pionecrofpalconol of Charks Dol

ith the

wordsof their el the Bible, are to b dliterally on
matter of the creation of lic on carch. Thinking people of any faich have
licde difficulty reconciling rligious belicfand evolution. But creationists
are disproportionarclyinfluential, especiallyin America. Gouldand his
Fellow placontologist oo shoulde o shoulderginst hose who
fihe

them m rooted in i
at whar he had found. Anamalocaris resembled nothingless than a two-

Rocky Mq fNorth America,
Imnhw(heeduora[ iblishi P h with clack 1 d amouth made of revolving
in and call his coll inotheroffices. “This  armour plates. Marella, the lace crab, had dozens of legs and appendages

Gould ble ok: wants to tell us all about some. sands[unc in Canada, full of

and was an carly version nt one: nf]ules Verne's robots. Of
F { amalgam of

ic dachshund

wouldh Kthat dinosaurs,
Burgess Shale linked nro

g overnight,and shared a crowded planet

For that and much else Tl venerate this man, and I shall read aloud
his words—and those of Charles Darwin, Richard Dawkins, Ch

harles
Doolicde Wl children foraslongas they ll et me. Stephen

mythiclceatures he sy, cveyonca horforthe

processof lfetselE” More | de remarks bout

with pointy hairson its back, or perhaps  hairy creature with stumpy legs

Jay Gould, scientist, b1942, d2002. ¢

India and Pakistar

ng without t

Find out next week in the June issue of Himal South Asian

Plus:

Nepal’s human rights situation
Looking Pervez Musharraf in the eye
The Dalits of Tamil Eelam

reimbursement of climbing royalties.

The war in numbers

The death tollis rising. According to the human rights organisation
INSEC 2,883,000 Nepalis have died in clashes between security
forces and the Maoists during the country's six-month emergency.
INSEC says 2,305 Maoist leaders and cadres have been killed by
the security forces while 578 other Nepalis have been killed by the
Maoists. The breakdown reads like this: 106 soldiers, 291 police-
men, 54 political activists, 15 teachers, six students, six civil
servants, and 100 civilians. The Maoists read the numbers a lttle
differently. They
claim that the
government has
Killed 2,210
Maoists, four
students, three
teachers, five civil
servants, and 83
members of the
general public.

In the past six
months the
insurgents have destroyed Rs 14 billion worth of public property,
including 670 VDC offices, 240 post offices, both small and big
hydro-power projects, telephone stations, universities and
schools. Since the imposition of the emergency, 70 districts have
been affected by murder and violence, and 7,000 people have
been taken into custody. Following investigations, 5,500 people
have been released. Of the journalists arrested, 94 have been
released, and 22 remain in custody.

Education for all

The g mentwill s assess entres in al
districts to ensure education lor all children by 2015 under the
Education for All (EFA) program. EFA was launched earlier this
year as part of the Basic and Primary Education Programme I
(BPEP ll) and is in its pilot phase in 30 districts. Each assessment
centre will consist of a doctor, a psychologist, a senior teacher
and a parent representative. EFA will specially focus on providing
education opportunities to disabled children—they will be enrolled
in the nearest school from their homes or will be provided alterna-
tive learning opportunities.

Jettisoning the load

\n an anemp( to reduce |ts ( nanc\al wnslramls Royal Nepal
Airlines has decided not to renew the contracts of 25 cabin
attendants. The national flag carrier needs a total of 101
airhostesses at most for its two 757 Boeings and three operating
Twin Otters; 25, it said, were ‘in excess”.

RNAC is also to start thrice-a-week Kathmandu-Dubai-
Kathmandu flights from 17 June. The flights will leave Kathmandu
at 10AM Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and return at 7.50
AM the following day. The airlines expects to cash on the thou-
sands of Nepalis going to the Persian Gulf countries for employ-
ment, and the growing popularity of Dubai as a place to catch
connecting flights to Europe.

WO SMANTVAIN
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

he Nepali Congres
T pathological disposition to

self-destruction when in
power has long ceased to bea
source of amusement. A comfort-
able majority in parliament. A
history of having led two success-
ful popular movements. A vircual
monopoly on the goodwill of the
international democratic fater-
nity. How much better could
things get for the Kangresis?

From the outset, power hasn’t
been very propitious for the party.
“Thesceds of today’s political
fancour were planted during the
BP Koirala-Babar Sumshere Rana
fuss over the order of precedence
at democratic Nepals first cabinct
session. The death of Chiniya Kaji
in November 1951, when Rakshva

Who's the boss?

Dal soldiers opened firc on a
procession ofstudents, gave the
humbled Rana prime miniscer the
excuse to goaficr his home
minister. In submitting the
resignations of all the Kangresi
‘ministers in the coalition cabinet,
BP lefi no alcernative for Mohan
Sumshere Rana but to resign.
Matrika Prasad Koirala’s appoint-
ment as prime minister marked
the risc of Nepal’s irst popular
government. talso insticutional-
ised political bickering in the
Nepali Congess. The BP-MP
confrontations were cssentially a
struggle for supremacy becween
the parcy and the government.
“The country never got to know
who won, but BP got the party
and Matrika Prasad Koirala got

the prime minister’s job and his
own party. (BP was taking on not
only his half brother but also
Nepal'sfirst full-fledged “dicta-
tor”, duly designated by the
delegates to the Seprember 1950
Bairganiya conference of the
Nepali Congress.)

More than two-thirds of the
political activists who helped the
palace build the partyless
Panchayat system crossed over
from the Nepali Congress. You
could argue that the proportion
only mirrored the

of the party then. In that case,
youwouldalso have to acknowl-
edge thatamid such a large

floating population, Tulsi Giri

Look at the Congress’ history to

understand its identity crises.

R R YT R

was much more than a flawed
personality. He personified a
culture, We'll never know
whether 15 December, 1960
would have come the way it did
had Subarna Sumshere Rana’s
political ambitions been as
influential as his money.

BP Koirala is credited with
theorising national reconcilia-
tion during the turbulent 1970s.
Butitwas Ganesh Man Singh
who successfully tested that
vision by striking an anti-
panchayatalliance with the
communists. When the people
prevailed over the panchas, what
did Singh end up with? A third
Koirala brother towering over
the party. In retrospect, it’s
surprising tha Singh took so
long to walk out of the Nepali
Congress. (The delay worked in
favour of Krishna Prasad
Bhattarai, though, who thrived
on the ground between
Ganeshmanji and Girijababu.)

In the lacest party-govern-
ment wssle, the fate of the
emergency was hardly the ral
issue for cither side. If party
president Girija Prasad Koirala
really wanted to find out
whether the country needed

another six-month suspension of
fundamental rights, he would
have consulted the district,
municipal and village Kangresis
ensconced in the security of the
capital,instead of members of
the central working committee.
Deuba, for his part, knew he
would eventually have to learn
o live without the emergency.
uc tosettle

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

i

today is perhaps natural. Ram
Chandra Poudel considered the
party’s dircctive to Deuba to
withdraw the extension motion
as unforcunate. A day later, he
saw the prime minister makea
more tragic mistake. By the
chird day, he was struggling to
hold the middle path with
fellow travellers. Since every-
body expected Shaikija Acharya
to demonise Deuba for plotting
against democracy, attention
automatically shifted to Sushil
Koirala. The party general
sectetary is willing to take the
heat for the distortions created
by all the Kangresi governments
since 1990. That's anoble
gesture from a man who has
never served as a minister.
What we really want to know,
chough, is what crossed Sushil’s
mind when he shor offthat
letter to Deuba. (Ifyou believe
Shailaja, Sushil s parc of the
reprehensible plot while

scores was just t00 good to be
squandered. Koirala should have
given Deuba his six-month
extension just to keepall those
lower house MPs happy.

I havea strong fecling that
Deubawas in favour of an
extension motion all along, His
comments to the contrary at the
airport had nothing o do with
jet-hag. The decoy allowed him o
do hisjob without having o
worry about the next surprise
Koiralaand Madhay Kumar Nepal
might spring, With the Kangresi
‘mantlc having passed from the
first gencration to the third, the
relevance of what Yogendra Man
Serchan, Dewan Singh Ra, Saroj
Koiralaand Tcj Bahadur Amatya
said or didislimited to Martyrs
Week discussions. The identity
risisyounger Kangresis face

in public to be
Deuba’s principal rival).

Where Koirala, Nepal and
the five other parcicipants (1
fecl compelled to avoid the
more specific “speakers” in
deference to the silence forced
upon Badri Prasad Mandal) ac
the Open Theatre mass mecting
erred was in trying to whip up
the specre of an alien invasion
without considering the
corollary. If Deuba was so
fixated with deploying foreign
troops across the Maoist
hinterland to save his job,
wouldn't he have had to extend
the emergency first

So, who do you think is the
boss—the party president or the
premicr? Before you hand in
your answers, isn't it nice that
Deuba has finally learned to put
his foot down? &

BIZ INEWS!

Eye on the sky

The Royal Nepal Army is seeking to buy three aircraft, two
helicopters and a fixed-wing aircraft with Short-Take-Off and-
Landing (STOL) capabilities. The Master General of Ordinance
issued the tender notices on 22 May, calling for bids by 11
June. The specifications match those of the Polish Aviation

Factory's Skytruck (fixed wing), the Mil Design Bureau's Mi17
built by Kazan or Ulan in Russia and the French firm
Eurocopter's Fennec, the military version of Ecuriel. The total
purchase would add up to about $9 million. The Mi17s are
already the workhorses of the army, the Ecuriel has proven
high-altitude capabilities, while the Skytruck, among the
cheapest fixed-wing aircraft in the market, can take off and
land in most of Nepal's mountain airports.

Plastic, not paper

Aﬂer years oi \obby\ng (n mtroduce |ts new note-| pnmmg
technology in Nepal, Note Printing Australia has clinched a deal
worth A$3 million to print the first Rs 50 million batch of
polymer notes of the Rs 10 denomination (“The pros of plastic,”
#54). Nepal's first plastic notes are expected to arrive sometime

COMMENT

Guilty until proven innocent

by DR ROOP JYOTI n

A member of the Upper House says the government’s new anti-corruption legislation
may let the real crooks go scot free while exposmg the innocent to prosecution.

uld face b b d

arliament
imporantanti-comuprion s
onthe aseday ofis 215t

Session-oncon Cormuption Erdica-

monthsin prison. Intercstingly,ifa
publicoffical receives Rs 1 millon as
abribe or commission, the ail term

asscsment,under which taxpayer
I rmal

bummrmmpmmmm

circumstances. Revenue reforms must
continucandso! proposcd an
that the

ythat. This, oo,
wasejct
Thcsubmmonofwcald\and

son,and heotheron hepowersof isupo fouryers,receving the d property
theC agifeor donation b bilsand dop hy(heBllIsm
Abuscof Authoriy (CIAA). gesgousixmont. : d b corruption. The cfficacyofchisis
“The twobillswere n addi thacthescopeof  thesclf poli be  dubi t
awoothers thatwere presented ac the e ‘publiceny”bemaroved,  decmedsnofnce Those v | prevailingax policies and modesof
LowsrHoseindsswedofie  winddeon ! i di ) hasc ofproperty. We
ownedor If. policytobethe have ax deduction atsource (TDS)
CourmandImpeschment Procedurs. e, or those Voluntary Disclosure of ncorne forincome camed as slary inerest
Anall-pary worush dsak ying  Schemcorthe VDIS, andfrom rentals, but documentary
these bills tf d keep the Nepal Bank Limited tion on s dl evidence of isnot
timetolsten o, lcalone sorcout, (NBL)omol'lhcrcadmf]aw[wus t Jsomerited idedtothei .
difrencsfopnion. Notsurpis- y p d yonewhois,or Ifasystem of roviding proofof
ingy the deth mightin the furure be, a publi TDSisinitated, that may helpin
d when th d the CIAA. Th inly how it rvant is prohibited i cbut i not be possibl

the
Upper House,andanumiberof

should be. Eveniinthe processof b Sor  fumichevidenccofall .
d. Mostof ~ privarisati ership would pass auctionand hip in the past, even legal income. We
y the Minister of he hands of © hi firm or companyor  don’t have a capital gains tax, so
Smefi)r}-' fairsin the Upper Insuchasituati industy. N Jiancei here’ ‘provingincom
House. Theamended Bill t holding the majorit i yih monhs camed from sale ofland, building or
Lower House on the last day of stocks. O ll

, butalltheamendments
from he Uppeshouscvere el
Consider the following:

wealth earned from the venture. Thad
proposed prohibi-
tionofsuch

ways to hide wealth. Such provisions
might simply fue the black or parallel
cconomy. Wealth dechration hasn'c

 Tippingavaiterat the Hyare could onlyif  worked even in countries with more
beinterpreted as corrupion, punish- theintention  organised econormies and taxsystems.
able by three month’s imprisonment. ‘was to benefit Inour case, with the lack of confiden-
« Thehouseand land you've owned fromthepublic  cialiy, it mightjust becomeanother
foryears may be confiscated because: post held toavoid 0ol to harass political enemi
the person from whom you bought conflctof nteest. “Thefist version of the Blls
ithad in turn bought it from a e change was contained asection imposinga.
during Dasain, when the demand for money in smaller denomi- person who engaged inan actof voted down. statuory time imit of two yearsafter
nations, including tens, soars. The central bank says itis also comuption 15 yearsago. retirement fora rastrasewak to be
planning to gradually replace with coins Rs 1, 2 and 5 paper » Agovernment officer drivinga investigated and prosecuted. The
PR TS v s 5 e S O governmentehicle hasan accident Lower House removed this, exposing
 causes damage worth Rs 5,000 retired publicoffcals to possible
but that too could be interpreted asan investigations for the rest of their
Case closed B ————— e Theaperinceatperons
The Appelate Court of Lalitpur has quashed the wiit o the '“‘im“‘h““l'“‘ foourshash '"";Sf'p‘cdbyfhccm‘h‘:;‘” that
Chaudhary Group challenging the Nepal Indosuez Bank Ltd.and ~ * d‘ cmp! "Y‘;"by"?;x I“s “"1 sud "‘E‘J""g’“"’:ﬂ""““L “ﬁ
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PRADEEP SHRESTHA

8 NATION

“Ke gardeko?”

T hose were the last words King Birendra spoke as he

collapsed in the billiard room on Friday, 1 June 2002. Shock,

rather than pain, was writ large on his face. More than the
shock of being shot, it was the shock of knowing who had just
shot him.

“What have you done,” he murmured, as he slowly slumped to
the floor. Nepalis will also want an answer to that haunting
question as they agonise over what happened that night. As
individual citizens, and as a nation, we will have to come to terms
with this unspeakable slaughter and move on with our lives in the
days ahead. We will soon know what happened, we will be told in
excruciating detail of the exact sequence in which the royals were
slain, we will get the forensic and ballistic evidence, we will hear
clinical descriptions of how many bullets, and about the nature of
the fatal wounds. There may even be hints as to motive.

But no one is going to be able to explain what was going on in
the head of this young man, and what psychological or chemically-
induced rage made him convert what he may have seen as a
personal dead-end into a dead-end for his family and a kingdom
that he would have inherited. Nepalis will ponder this cataclysmic
event and what it means for the direction our society, culture and
polity are headed in. An unimaginable tragedy like this isn't just a
lesson in morality, it turns our beliefs and value system on its head.
Where does insanity end and evil begin? An entire generation of
Nepalis alive today will carry this as a burden on its collective
conscience. There are no answers: just a numbing sense of the
senselessness of it all. And finally, it will only be the inexorable
passage of time that wil give us the distance from this moment

Some of us will try to find solace in the Ramayana and Gita and
look for parallels, but we will not find anything there that ap-
proaches the magnitude of this crime: the cold blooded murder of
parents, the slaughter of siblings and relatives. Even our holy
books didn't foresee senseless carnage on such a wild scale—not
among the warlike gods of our pantheon, not among lesser mortals.

But the Gita does have a message that s relevant: how to gain
wisdom from suffering. The epic battles of the
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In April, BBC TV’s Panorama programme broadcast a documentary, Murder
Most Royal, about the massacre of the Nepali royal family on 1 June 2001 at
Narayanhiti Palace. Nepali Times brings you an abridged transcript of the film
in which eye-witnesses, royal family members and others are interviewed.

On his eighth birthday, at an
age when most boys would be
playing with toy guns,
Dipendra was given a real
pistol.

Major General Bharat Keshar Simha 1988-92
“All the kings'sons, from their
childhood they were sent o
teacherwho would teach them the
artof war. Art of war comprises of
Icarning aboutall kinds of
weapons. Hewas exceptionally
good. Good shor. To tellyou
frankly, he knew more about
weaponschan me.Lam an aimy
man.

Ketaki Chester (Prince Basundhara's daughter)
“He talked about gunsallthe time
that was his favourite topic.  heard
him talking with his own genera-
tion, and usually the topicwould
beabout guns.”

Twenty-two years later, on
June the first, 2001, the city of

Majesty walks into the room.”

‘The crown prince was well
known for being able to handle
drink and drugs. So his royal
relatives were surptised when
he appeared to lose control.
Ketaki Chester

“Idid comment to my siscer, I said
Idon’t think he s drunk, why is he
giving the impression that he s
drunk because heis banging into
furniture, into people. T have seen
him genuinely drunk and he never

docs thatkind ofthing,”

Gorakh Rana

“We thought it would be appropri-
ate o take him up to his room. It
would have been more cmbarrass-
ing for His Majesty to comeand
see him. So the Crown Prince
passed out,cssenially.”

Ketaki Chester
“Idon’tthink he could have just

as preparing for
its traditional family gather-

ings. Two days carlier Crown
Prince Dipendra had checked
how many of his relatives
would be attending the royal
family’s get together.

Ketaki Chester

“Twas asked are you comingor
ot. Which meansitwas important
o know whether [ was goingor
not. And that I can only think ofs
hewanted to know how many
peoplewould bein the room.”

MK Singh (married to King Birendra's aun)
“Icould sce His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Dipendra, hewas
playing billards by himself. His
Royal Highness was very kind to
ask meifTwould like to have
something o drink. And I said, [
would ike to have Famous Grouse
Scorch whiskey which was there
His Royal Highness poured me one
and he showed me his glass which
was halfempty and he sid he s
also having Famous Grouse.”

The gracious host began a
billiard game with his brother-
in-law.

jealousies, greed and vanity that affiicted our gods bring them
down to a human level so that we can recognise our own failings
in them. The Gita explores the limits of an individual's free will, the
dilemmas of reconciling conflict when both sides are convinced
they are right, it seeks an explanation for the suffering of innocents
and responsibility of the rich and powerful towards the weak and
the voiceless. Our holy books, like Greek tragedies, bestow upon
readers a sense of relief by catharsis. They give us a glimpse of
the abyss, so we do not take the plunge.

“Hedid order on the walkic-talkic
for some joints to be brought to
him, which was dclvered by an
orderlya few minutes laer. And
hesmoked thatin the billiard
room itself. Actually I goralitele
scared atthat point of ime.

Be e, | mean, I remember

chinking my god what f His

d from the
gathering, Not somebody as
important as him. So he necded
this cxcuse, so | hink it was
premeditated.”

Dipendra’s telephone records
show that the last person he
spoke to was his lover, Devyani
Rana. At8:39 pm he wished her
good night, and said that he
would see her tomorrow. But
the Crown Prince would not
keep his promise. He dressed
in combat uniform and
selected five weapons from the
personal armoury he keptin
his bedroom: an M16 automatic
tifle capable of firing 700
bullets a minute, an automatic
submachine gun capable of
firing 900 bullets a minute, two
pistols and one 12-bore single
barrel shot gun.

When Dipendra was five
years old, the family celebrated
the arrival of his baby sister
Princess Shruti. As heir to the
throne the crown prince would
always receive special treat-
ment, he was always set apart
from his sister and his younger
brother Prince Nirajan. The
King, awould-be moderniser,
wanted his son to be educated
outside the confines of the
palace walls. Dipendra was
sent to an English-style
boarding school in the
Kathmandu Valley. It was a
different world from the
cloistered palace. For the first
time in his life, the young
autocrat came in contact with
s subjects. Initially he
seemed stunned. But the young
prince’s self-confidence
returned when he began to
excelin sports.

In his coronation speech
King Birendra had spoken of

his wish to begin a new era for
the creation of a just, dynamic,
democratic society. He hoped
that his son’s western-style
education would help mould a
modern monachy tolead a
modern country. In 1987
Dipendra was sent to Eton
where it was hoped that he
would acquire the polish of an
English gentleman.

Edward Demetriou, Eton College 1986-91
“Hewas quite rough really, he
wasn't clever with words like most
boys were. You know it wascool
tobe quite sharp with your wit,
and he wasn'tsharp with .

Maybe he wanted more of he
boys o ke him, but e didn’t
have thatluxury a school and
became more sortof marginalised
socially as time wenton in school.

He'dalways alk about how
much hedrank back in Nepal.
Howmuch heloved brandy, and o

and shot him.”

VK sig
“I stareed looking at His Majesty
because [ was already talking to him,
helooked all right fora second.
Then Isec him sldingon the ight
side, s eaning towards the right
side. And while this was happening |
savestreaks of blood on s right
shoulder

GoakiRana
“Itjustsecmed so shocking for
everyonein the room, something,
which s not conceivable. There was
some screaminginicially butafeer
that everyone was just looking
around, looking at His Majesty,
guess. And nobody actually had the
presenceof mind to doanything but
that”

Tn 1989 the young prince visited
Stona Park, the home of his
English guardian. It was here
thathe was ntroduced 04 g
who would

drinkbrandy, and brand
drink of choice. And so one day
one ofthe boys asked him to go
and getsome brandy.

The fellow Etonian sold the
story (to a tabloid). For the
Crown Prince, it was alesson
on the attitude of the modern
world to monarchy. From that
moment on Dipendralearnt to
give nothing away.

At8:30 pm on June the first

Edward
Demetriou

2001, King Birendra was the
last to arrive at the family
party. Protocol dictated that all
royal relatives had to ask
permission to drink in the
presence of the king.

MK Singh
“His Majesty had been serveda
drink which was Coke, I could
make out from the glass. Ok he
says ok, ok goahead. And we do
cheers, and His Majesty alo takes
and wealso take, and chatis how it
isdone, Then suddenly Thear
behind myback foorsteps.”

Ketaki Chester

“Iwas my sister who was with me,
and I said to her sn’ he gettinga
bit 00 old to be dressing up like
this? And she agreed with meand

his life and the hlslu!v of his
country. Her name was Devyani
Rana.

O Karan Singh, Devyani's uncie

“She was avery bright,incelligent
somewhat head-strong girl witha
mind of her own. She was not one of
those traditional sorc of girls, those:
prepared o justsitand do what their
parcnisoranybody dic juscwants
themtodo.”

PayalKoi Dwyam ‘sfriend
“Iremember Dippy (Dipendra)
elling me that he had fallen in love
with her, you know, then. He told
me many times that,you know, she
issortof perfectand I would love to
spend time with herand spend my
life with her. He was very keen to
marty her, for that reason because he
wanted her to be his wi
his queen perhaps one day

tobe

But Nepal already had a queen
and she was making her own
shortlist of suitable gitls for her
son. As far as the queen was
concerned that choice was her’s
and her's alone.

Afewweeks after the Crown
Prince had returned to school in
England the people of Nepal
took to the streets to demand an
end to absolute monarchy and
the introduction of multiparty
democracy. Fearing revolution,
King Birendra caved in to their
demands. He agreed that his
feudal role was at an end and
telephoned his son with the

ews.

KetakiChester
“Iwas told his facher called him and
talked to him on the phone, and he
had a eal bad temper tantrum aficr
thar, and he even broke a horel door.
He was very angry about the way his
father handled the situation, He fet
hedidn’thave to give up beingan

hing him go towards
hisfacher. I thought he was coming
toshow hisfacher the guns. And so
did the king, He ook a step
forward because he thought his
son wanted to show him some-
thing, And he just lified the gun

‘Siddhant Pandey, UK-based banker

“When he went o the west to study
hewas the son of an absolute ruler:
When he came back he became the
son ofa constitutional figurchead, an
enormous, normousdifference, The

palace didn't qitechange, meaning
itwas the same prehistoric system
thatwas 250 years ago, cverything
around it changed. You can go
ahead and cut ribbons as many ways
youean, butan eductedpeson
hin what

involved decperand decperand
decper.”

PayalKohli
“I remember asking him ina very
casual way, you know, arer’tyou
people going to get married? And 1

hempu(s.

When Dipendra was 21 his
father appointed him colonel
commander in chief of the
army. The post was purcly
ceremonial, but for Dipendrait
would prove to be an opportu-
nity to indulge his passion for
military hardware.

The king and queen ad-
mired the British royal family
and embraced the world of
western monarchy. But thei son
was left on the sidelines. His
mother had more of a say in
royal affairs than he did.

Prataar Rara, Dendascousin
“Shewasavery close confidantof
the late kingand assuch also had
access tostate matters,and
thercfore she was perhaps one of his
principal key adviscrs on many
happenings that took place n the

ingdom.”

The queen advised her hus-
band there were only two girls
in the entire kingdom suitable
to become crown princess.
Devyani Rana, now back at her
parents’ home in Kathmandu,
was not one of them. Perhaps
because her face was unforget-
table or perhaps because she
had been forbidden to him, the
Crown Prince pursued Devyani.

Payal Kohi
“Initally I think she was a bic
apprehensive, you know, getting
these phone calls from someone
whois the crown prince of Nepal.
“They grew to be very good fiiends,
soshe overcame her lictle apprehen-
sion. hink he qualciesofhim
being caring, senstive, considerate
also being, you know,very persist
entwith herand yes, he was asort
of person, who once she gor to
know better she felln love with

m.

Rajeev Shah, Dipendra's cousin
“He knew where his duty was, he
knewwhat wasrighe, what he could
doandwhat he couldn’t do. And at
the same time [ chink he got himself
involved with his love affair lso. As
the reationship progressed, I think,
theline was crossed. And then afrer
chatit wenealitcle out of control,
and she found herselfgerting

remember him laughing and saying,
of courseshe’sthe only woman [am
goingto marryand, you know, he'd
take out his wallec and show me her
photograph that he always caricd.
Andsaid of course, you know, we
willand that you have to understand
Ineed to get theapproval of my
parens. Because my facher s also my
Kingand [am the crown prince.”

Anyone opposed to his
marriage with Devyani
right), Dipendra said,
would “face the
consequences”.

everyonein the room.”

Ten years after Dipendra had
first met Devyani he had
reached a stalemate with his
family, his country and his
lover. Worst of all his parents
now faced him with an

Devyani's from the
royal family of the Indian state
of Gwalior. In the days of the
Raj these vastly rich Maharajahs
claimed the highest honor of a
21-gun salute from the British
army. Their power remains
strong to this day. But all this
was not enough for the royal
house of Nepal. To make matters
worse, Devyani’s father was a
politician and from a rival clan
to the queen’s own. But many
felt the real reason for the
queen’s dislike of Devyani was
personal. She looked ahead, and
feared being pushed aside. The
queenlooked for allies in her
battle against her son’s lover.
She found them in Dipendra’s
sister Princess Shruti and her
new son-in-law Gorakh.

hoice: his royal
position or his marriage with
Devyani Rana. He could not
have both.

The crown prince was
further humiliated when his
younger sister, the king’s
favourite, Princess Shruti,
produced the first royal
grandchild. Under pressure the
crown prince began to flaunt
his love affair in Kathmandu’s
fashionable restaurants. He
started to drink more heavily
and to smoke marijuana.

Gorakh Rana

“And how would one controla 20-
30 year old guy, he's
educated..howdo you try o do
anything to such a person? On top
of that he's also the crown prince,
that even I guess makes e difficulc
for youto goand say, you know,

GoaknRana
“More than love, I think ego might  you shouldn't be doingthi. Ifsa
have influenced his decision because ~ delicate, di

allhis life he had sorc of always got
what he wanted, nobody would say
notoa Crown Prince.”

Ketaki Chester

“The look on hisface was very scary.
Lsill ememberitand sil i gives
me the creeps when I remember his
face. He reallylooked exactly like
the Terminaror I1 absolutcly

ltand avery
awkward situation.”

Dipendra’s sister Princess
Shruti did try to break through
the royal protocol and tried to
talk to her brother on his 29
birthday.

Princess Shivani, Dipendra’s cousin
“Nobody hitsanybody, nobody. I

mean 1 havc never heard of

Anditstill haunts me, that look of
his”

As the kinglay bleeding
Dipendra’s uncle (Dhirendra)
challenged his gun-toting
nephew.

Gorakh Rana

“Heshot him point blank. He
literally, I mean, flewand landed a
couple of fect back. Our eyes met
and itwas so cold no cmorion, it was
like he knew what he was doing
basically.  thoughe forasccond
maybe he was hesiating, but then
the nexc chink I know, [ had been
hie”

Princess Shruti ran to her
injured husband.

Ketaki Chester

“She came closeand she saw her
husband had been shot also and she
said him too’. And then she justsat
thereand put her husband’s head on
herlap.”

Gorakh Rana

“Tjust grabbed her hand and T pulled
hertowards meand I told hereven I
have been shot, if ;
iclooks ke he s going to finish

can, n

dy. Hercasc
was the firs case when she came
and said look my brother hit me,
shehada bruise. [ was like, my
god, Idid not knowwhattosay,
because firstly
prince. Ljustsaid that's not done.
Tt could be anybody, you don’t hic
awoman.”

he’s the crown

Princess Shruti had left her
brother's party with bruises on
her face. Dipendra had
shocked the young royals by
announcing he would marry
Devyani, if prevented the
family would bear the conse-
quences.

GokhRana
“What he said was, well i€ been
difficult for me to reach a decision,
and I've toyed with the idea forsix
orseven years as o who I should
getmarried toand I've made my
choice. And myife reacted saying
“Uf Dada’ which basically means
“whatare you saying? Then he
lierally ran across and hejuse
caught her by her throatand
pushed her o the ground and was
tight about to kick her, and she
wasabout five months pregnant

then, And I really could not do
anything because thatwould be
considered inappropriate for me to
do because heis the crown prince.
Buchewas literally shouting you're
citherwith me or notwith meand
anyonewho get in myway 'l
finish chem, licrally killthem,

whetheric be my facher, mother, Il
finishche monarchy and bring down
the nstitution with me.

‘The threat was so sinister that
those present found it unbeliev-
able. One year later what
scemed like the hollow words
of a drunk have become a
terrible reality.

Ketaki Chester

“I saw the kingjust put up his
hand, and thelook he gave his son
and I could sec he was saying [ can
contain the damage bue | can't help
you. 've never seen such a scern
ook from King Birendra. And yet
heshot him through the head.”

Dipendranow turned towards
his sister.

GorahRana
“Iheard ashoand Iaccually fel
herstrength give way. Like [ mean
felesome, she was holding me, and
thac strength slowy sorc of you
knowgradually faded away and she
fell down.”

Ketaki Chester
“Then he justshor everybody. And
heaimed at their heads.”

GoRana
“Hewas out there spraying bullets,
I'mean, likea madman.”

etk Cheser
“Heshot my shoulder off, butthe
bloodall cameall over my faceand
my head. So he must have thought
e got me n the head also.
watched him kill Pincess Sharada,
she ried to put her bocdy between
him and her husband. And Ljust

saw the back of her head go flying
o

Gorakh Rana

“And he just wentaround kicking
some bodiesand just shooting them
from close range at their heads and
just makingsure that they had died.
Tjust remember thelight going
acrossmy eyesand I wasthinking
tomyself, oh god, heis going 0
shoot mein my head and | am going
todie, you know. The bullec hit my
thumb, and enered my body. So
my thumb tooka ot ofimpact but
by losinga thumb, I guess you
know itsaved my lfe.”

The queen saw her eldest son
leave 12 members of her family
bleeding and dying on the
billiard room floor. And she
disappeared into the dark of
the palace gardens. She ran
after him followed by her

youngest son, Prince Nirajan.

Ketaki Chester

“I heard the shors outside. Two
burstsand twossingle shors, Maybe
Isortof passed out froma lossof
blood.”

Much, much toolate the
military aides at thei posts
inside the palace finally took
some action. They rushed the
bodies of the dead and dying
royal family through
Kathmandu's traffic-clogged
streets, past the monarchy’s
oblivious subjects. But by the
time the chaotic convoy
reached the army hospital King
Birendra was already dead. The
‘mass carnage astounded even
the most expetienced doctors.
Professor Upendra Devkota,

Chief Neurosurgeon, Bir Hospital

“They showed me the body and said
chis is Her Majesty, and I could not
believe the whole head was splic
into lcerally owo halves in the top
parcand shewas lfeless. Next he
showed me Prince Nirajan.
Horrendous injuies, he vasalso
gone.”

‘The queen’s body had been
found on the seventh step of
the staircase leading to her
son’s bedroom. Dipendra was
still breathing when he was
brought into hospital. He had a
single 9mm bullet wound to the
head. The doctors prepared to
do the best they could.

Prabhakar Rana

“Istil referto him asa crown
prince, Iwill never refer to him as
King, Firstofal, he actually
committed treason. Ifyou shoota
Kingi' high treason by any
account,according to our faw. The
natural course of ustice would have
been...that he would have to be put
behind bars.”

Ashis victims were mourned,
the young woman

Dipendra had intended to make
his queen went into hiding.
PayalKholi

“Idon’t think that she could
believe that he could do something
like this at all ever. Tt was difficulc
for her, you know, to know that he
wasalone, you know, ina hospital
room. She would have wanted tobe
with him but it wasn't, T mean I
don’c think chat it would have been
possible.”
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given a real pistol.

OrKatan Singh
“Devyani was no lessavictim of
that event than the people that
wereactually illed. In some
Ways you can sy she was lucky
o escapealive but the psycho-
logical tollthat took upon her
obviously was very decp. That
will remain a burningscar n her
consciousness.”

Fearing for herlife, Devyani
fled Nepal. She has not yet
returned to her homeland.
The reign of her lover will
surely be remembered as the
shortest and strangestin
history. King Dipendra was
finally declared dead at 3:45
am on June the 4% 2001.

His uncle Gyanendra
became Nepals third king
in three days. Riots broke
outas many in Nepal
refused to believe that a son,
letalone a crown prince,
could kill his parents. The
streets were brutally cleared
intime for yet another state
funeral. As Dipendra’s body
was sped towards the sacred
cremation grounds, many
wondered how the mind of
acrown prince could have
deteriorated into that of a
Killer without any re-
straints being placed upon
him, or help being offered
tohim.

© Murder Most Royal,
Blakeway Productions, 49 mins
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ING AND DIETRICH FISCHER

Democracies against free press

Western are undermining freedom of expression mistakenly

Thereisadangerof viokence bucalso
h o
Ia In con I find bectr solutions without vioknce.

it
fottnalists

Peacejournliss humaniscall partics
warjournalists dehumarise
“enemy’”.

Peacejournalistare proactive:
they seck preention beforcany war
occurs. Warjournalsts eportonly
aficrviolence hasoccured. Peace
journlisscxposcuntnuhsonall
sides, War

believing their actions wil aid the fight against terrorism, the President of
the World Association of Newspapers said Monday. “The repressors of the
free press have found all the inspiration and justification that they
needed in developed democracies like the US and Britain, where the
governments have called on the media to refrain from broadcasting or
printing the self-ustifying messages of Osama bin Laden,” said WAN
President Roger Parkinson, at the opening of the World Newspaper
Congress and World Editors Forum, “The breeding grounds of interna-
tional terrorism are by and large countries where the right to free
expressmn th feeflow ofnformaton,open discussion, and the free

oriented, exposing “their” |1e£whﬂe
coveringup “oury. Forcxample, .
publicopinion poll conducted in 31
countriesafer 11 Sepremberasked
peopleifthey favoured a policeaction
(toapprchend those responsibleand
bringthem o courd) or mlicary
action. About 80 percent favoured
policeaction. Only in India, Isracl
and the United State did majorties
favour milicary action. No major US
paper published that pol. The

e fe o dlffehehee DEWes Wl Sppotemsrwouldhavebeen rone
G0 [1EE0E [CIOIEIN.  pagenews. Trhisoncofthefic

victimsofwar.
NEW YORK - Imagineamed ! dwounded,and  example, war journal don i I
black ythingassoc l damage. Tt thewars Peruand Ecuador foughtover  oricntedand
fical practice while di pplied ions, whichare dborder rgion. Peace dway wars
reported detal, consid- dasverbal battles: journalism would through reconcilaton. Warjournl-
ecdanaurlontinwhich the the other, wh losestrohis  alcernatv 'S dleave for
. Thisis inal posii proposalto make the dispured anocherwarassoonastheviokence
essendially the situacion wich war ar wreport yintoabi-nat ends. Widh
journalism an only offical posc L ol prk whichwsacespablero— conf m«ndover\lorﬂ\:m]rgland
domestic violenceand racial and inqui other possibl bothid y
class conflics. yimposing ! hase “The media
Whatis needed iswhatwemight  iuselfon the other. They wouldepore  withall partes, i violence only hid the real conflccand
all lism’. Peace: h ing to allsides, and gi Il War hed more violence.
journalists h violence hi fl tofocuson “our” For good peace work empathy,
nature of a given conflict whothe outcomes, heir methods,and h e tivity,and non-viol
partiesare, and what theirreal goals  they could besupported. Theywould  polarising the parties and esclat needed. Exactly the same s required
ae—inciudngparisboyondthe  askdifful quesions: Is(hcplan theconfic of peaccjournalists. And that
conflctarena. War I da flic resolu h Tud ith war
focusonlyon icand heares would the ossiblest asviolence. Changing hediscoure —— journaliss.  075)
i thesource difsowhowould  withinwhich
ofaproblem isnot ncessary where it duwhanhnw when,andwher? O spoken of,and acted uponisa (Johan Galtung is professor of
shows up. ly imposea resulc? sl approach. Peace journali peace studies and director of
decper oorsof the o, g flictsasa challenge toth Transcend, a peace and
flic i d e, and flict esol onlya orld, likea ituation in which there network. Dictrich
the history of War ¢ Ifthe plan ate2,000 nations wandinganation-  Fischer, a professor at Pace
jounaliss focusontheday svents, doesework, st s Doesic— sateinavordwih oy 200 University, is co-dircctor of
hoad dwho capitl For iesandonly 0mationstaes.  Transcend)

by RALF DAHRE!

RF

Separate but equal

fend, PeaceNowacivis,elid romy

urely ot Anls
h hisown: ‘D neered
Isvad fom he G Why o Becausecheresa e fan
tinued, twe

atasmall of ints, and th

position untengbleand recurn o srcl.

theirown

Things,of course,are nor thatsimple. Sucha ence would probably include
selements o o, bt nsid he 1967 line. The eum o th slrs would be

difficultin and because of Isracli publ ion. Then there

are the questions of the Isracli Arabs and ochrusaIem Canitbeslicedin

two bya wall, as Berlin was? That said, ic s stri
values such as my friend should advocate the physical separation of groups as

perhaps theroad o pece.
“The notion

thata man of liberal

Sometimes, realistically, a wall is the only way.

oul\awed and crushed,” he Sa\d

Parkinson said United States policies post-9/11 contributed to the:
increasing threats to press freedom. “The United States, which in recent
years had made the defence of free expression one of the cornerstones of
its diplomacy and foreign aid efforts, has done a brisk about-turn. This
change .. s illusirated in its atiitude to the Qatar TV station al-Jazeerah.
That station, praised until then as a model of free expression in the Arab
world, suddenly became one that had to be muzzled as soon as it did not
confine tself to relaying the American line, but gave airtime to bin
Laden.” He added that the attitude and actions of the American govern-
ment are important, given the immense power and infiuence that the US
wields on the global stage and the effects its policies and example have
on so many other countries. Parkinson gave several examples:
 Singapore has praised the “healthy guided censorship” which it sees in
new US information policies;
© Zimbabwe, seeking to justify repression against independent journal-
ism, said, “if the most celebrated democracies in the world won't allow
their national interests to be tampered with, we will not allow it either.”
o Italy, where former Foreign Minister Renato Ruggiero praised the
“example” of Tunisia’s dictators in the fight against terrorism.

Pakistan and India: who's in, who's out

SUCKER FOR SOCCER

fier four years of waiting, 'm
A geting eady foranother

World Cup. Pl be following
precty much the same program that'
worked for meat past Cups. Whichis
osay: [ don'thave any match tickers,
Horel resevarions,oreven much ofan
itincrary i mind. Once [ get there
nextweck, Nl bescalping icketsand
movingaround by tin tothe
matches ] think I can tinto.

AndTll give youa fel for things
youwon't ead abouton the sports
pageswhaticis ke outsideand inside
thestadiumson match day, who the
fellow-fansare, bow Japanand Korea
makeitcasicr (or not) forall of us to
ecaroundand

Fan’s-eye-view

by BILL BREWSTER

We hegin a weekly from-the-field column
on the World Cup Korea Japan 2002.
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was o quintessendally American that
comparisonsare impossible. Asa fow
friendsand Idrovearound the US

thatsummer,

Butfothe most par the French
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impacton most Americans.
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States ane

o for
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frontof Notre Dame, agin the
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“Thisyear, my pri ity
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thistimeinvolving the President.
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the Cup had moved on o

dsurely, T thought, the

F
attention to football would be

NEW DELHI - Paki the last

India with another opportunity to raise its neighbour's clanﬁesune
acquisition of nuclear and missile technology from North Korea. After
Pakistan carried out tests of its medium-range and short-range, nuclear-
capable ballistic missiles, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Nirupama Rao
said that India was “not impressed by these missile antics, particularly
when all that is demonstrated is borrowed or imported ability.” He
emphasised that the technology used in the missiles was “clandestinely
acquired from other countries, a fact that has been unearthed by India
and extensively documented in research-findings by well-established
research insfitutions and laboratories all over the world.”

In June 1999 Indian customs at the port of Kandla in western Gujarat
state seized a North Korean vessel bound for Karachi and impounded its
cargo of largely missile components and production materials for the
Nodong missile on which the Ghauri is based. The seizure at Kandla led
many to believe that Pakistan had entered into a deal with North Korea
to barter its nuclear technology, miniaturised for use in nuclear missile
warheads, in exchange for missile technology developed by Pyongyang
Commenting on the alleged barter deal, the South Korean newspaper
Chungang llbo then quoted a defence ministry offcial who said North
Korea was bent on obtaining materials on miniaturised nuclear warhead
technology from Pakistan, which tested these devices in 1998.

‘The nuclear-armed neighbours have between them massed more
than a million troops on their border, along with missile carriers, tanks and
artillery. The threat of war has not softened the stand of Pakistan's ever-
fierce opposition—more than 15 mainstream political and religious-
political parties issued a resolution last week in Lahore saying they
wanted President General Pervez Musharraf to step down and hand over
power to an independent caretaker set up as the only way to forge
national unity. But the opposition made it clear in the same statement
that it is against Musharraf and not the military itself, in an apparent
move to capitalise on anti-Musharraf sentiment said to be simmering
within military ranks because of his political ambitions. (Ps)

Defamation law and the Internet

CANBERRA - Major intemational media companies urged the High Court
of Australia on Tuesday to overturn a lower court decision which they
argue will dramatically limit freedom of speech on the Internet as a
result of a defamation action between an Australian businessman and the
US-based Dow Jones media company. The case has its origins in an 30
October, 2000 article, ‘Unholy Gains', published in the United States by
Dow Jones-owned Barron's Magazine that discussed, in part, the involve-
ment of a prominent Australian businessman, Joseph Gutnick, who was
active in raising funds in America.

Gutnick launched legal action in the Victorian Supreme Court for
defamation on the grounds that the article damaged his standing
especially in the eyes of key financial investors in Victoria. While only a
small number of the printed copies of the magazine made their way to
Australia, 1,700 Australian subscribers had access to the article via the
website of the Wall Street Journal where the article was also published.
Dow Jones lawyers argued that the article was published and loaded to a
server in New Jersey and so the appropriate jurisdiction for any legal
action was in the US. Gutnick argued it was published where 300 paying
Victorian subscribers to Barrons downloaded it and so the case should be
heard in Victoria. In his landmark decision, Justice John Hedigan
concluded that the article was published where it had been downloaded
in Victoria. “This has been the law for centuries for other forms of
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(Ralf Dahrendorf is a member of the British House of Lords.,)

and | find no persuasive reason it should not apply to
Internet publications,” he wrote in his judgement.

“The Dow Jones legal team argued that the decision meant publishers
worldwide risked being sued in any one of the 191 countries with Internet
access. With no other court in the world having ruled on the issue to date,
global media companies are alarmed at the precedent the decision will
set unless itis overturned on appeal. Many of the English-speaking
world's largest mediia companies—including The Guardian (UK), Reuters,
The Washington Post, the New York Times and on-line operators Amazon
and Yahoo—were allowed to join the action alongside Dow Jones. (IPs)

willitjust bea frec-floating, mass-

murderer. L wish there wasa Nepal
but

y pastexperi-

fans o our own devices.
Sothe Americans were mostly
cluelessin 1994 and the French
mostly blaséin 1998, What do
Japanand Kot hod orthe ne

greaterwhent s

month? Newspaper
two countries sound cager and
excited, but I'm really not sure what
to expect. And what about the games
themselves—are they more fun'to

attend when, like the US in 1994,

e host countries have no chance

of winning? O does that just
make them faiter?

And how willcall play back
hete in Nepal? Certainly the media
has been trying hard to whip up
someinterest, cven though Nepal
crashed outof the tournament's first
round over a year ago. The T-shirts
Tvescen on the streets of
Kathmandu lately bear almost as
many images of Michael Owen as
they do of professional-wrestler-
wned-actor The Rock, so maybe
the campaign is working, ¢

(Bill Brewster, an American
freelance writer based in
Dhulikhel, will be providing
Nepali Times readers with 2
weekly football column from
Japan and Korea.)




1 2 FROM THE NEPALI PRESS

31MAY -6 JUNE 2002 NEPALI TIMES

17-23MAY 2002 NEPALI TIMES 1 3

A crazy system

Jyoti Pyakurel in Himal, 29 March-13 April

We decided to visit the Central Jail to confirm rumours that \ocked up
there along with criminals were women with

Emergency elections

Deshantar, 26 May

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
dissolved parliament sayingvwas
essentialthat the emergency remain
inforceforanorhersix months o

lems. As we walked past the cells, accompanied by prison emp\oy-
ees, both kinds of inmates gathered around us, pouring out their
anguish.

« Will you allow us to go home?

o | was badly beaten up by my husband for no mistake of mine, and
then he had me locked up here

o My husband married another woman, and | did not even get
custody of my children

o | fell madly in love with a man, but discovered too late that he was
already married.

o I'm willing to take up any work, please just let me out of this place.

These statements sound like dialogues from a play, and the
scenes we saw were equally surreal. The situation of the
women in the central prison reflects the state of Nepali women
as a whole

Of the 107 female inmates in the Central Jail, 45 are in for
being “mad". They are between the ages of 14 and 56, and some
have been there as long as 34 years. They are crammed into six
dark, stinking rooms with no facilities for cooking, washing or
bathing. They are supplied with jail rations and asked to cook for
themselves, but how can those women who are mentally
disturbed be expected to cook. Many women have contracted
diseases here, but the prison offers no treatment. Some women
are here on grounds as slight as their parents and husbands
writing to their chief district officer requesting “imprisonment and
treatment” for these ‘mad” women.

Nepali law allows a man to marry again if his first wife is
mad. Mentally ill people are not entitled to inheritance, and their
families are not obliged to support them or provide them treat-
ment. The easiest way to get rid of a woman is to declare her
“mad". Society will turn a deaf ear to any declaration by a
woman about her own state of mind

The living conditions here could drive any woman crazy.
There is an acute water shortage, and the situation gets worse
for these women when they have their periods. When we
visited, one woman was playing with her own blood, making
patterns on the floor. This scene spoke volumes about the
condition inside the jail. The government ‘treats' these women—
with sleeping pills.

Bishnu Maya, 48, was released from the Central Jail after
seven years of imprisonment, but was brought back here. She
told us, “I am not mad. When | was released from here, my
husband's second wife and her daughter-in-law used to deni-
grate me constantly. | was hurt, so | quarrelled and cried, which
was all they needed to prove that | am mad. My husband brought
me here by force to be locked up again.”

Most women are here on charges of abortion. A 1997 study
shows that 20 percent of women prisoners in Nepal are serving
sentences for abortion, but only 0.3 percent of male prisoners
have been prosecuted on the charge. Usually, men flee their
village as soon as they discover they are responsible for an
illegitimate pregnancy. The few who get caught use their political
connections or buy their freedom. These statistics from 1997 tell
another bitter truth: a man is supported by his family and | society
even if he is a rapist, but society is always toa

remain
mobilised against the Maoists. The
cmergency ended on midnight, 24
May, but the sceurity forcesare still
on the moveand the Defence
Ministry has been reporting on their
actions against the Maoiss [The

gency
27 May.] Itwould have been
he dissol

party
mgdxfﬁunndmln

Iso

Deuba, the pawn

Interview with Shailaja Acharya in Dristi, 28 May

How do you interpret the action taken against Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba?

The state is in a crisis. Local elections were [put off] because of the
Maoists and poltical activists are unable to go to the villages. The
Lower House has been dissolved in a secretive manner—the council of
ministers had no say in the decision. | cannot support this. This Is a
well-orchestrated step to endanger democracy, and the party is right to
have taken such action.

Is Deubato blame for the dissolution of parliament? Girija babu did
the same before, but no action was taken against him.

It's the prime minister's prerogative to dissolve parliament. But this
wasn't appropriate in the current circumstances, when under no

can elections be held. Today, the army is playing a

parliament had gone together with

an extension of

& citizensor
durg‘mg peopl youdonotlike

d killing

Deuba hasalso called for
lections, which means there might
notbeastte of emergency immedi-
acely. For an clction you need to
allow people toassemble, to speak
theirviews in public and allow them
o organise. Chances are,an
emergency order could be ssued
even now, and run for three months
amost Ifthe Nepali Congress
decision to notextend the emer-
gency would have lowered the
morale of the security forces, as the
prime minisrcimed twould,

-
o Stop forcing members ofour
party and others, and their support-
erstogive you refuge n their
houses. Do not force them to form
large groups, or take donations by
force. Stop forcing the wives of
political representatives and
political party members toseck
divorces,

o Stop the restrictions on the
movementofciizensand the
curfews you impose in certain areas.

Danotforce pople you vant o

ywilldo
the same? Are there provisions to
ake action against the prime
minister for being responsible for
thae

Deuba mustensure the continu-
ation of the emergency to keep the
Maoists at bay, and he mustalso
prepare for cletions. Foran
emergency o be effctive civil ights
must be suspended, but lections
can only be held when people can
exercise their full ights,or if che
environmentisconducive to doing
that. We can't have both things ac
the same time. Onewonders about
the motivation behind the prime
minister's decision.

UML conditions

Bimarsha, 24 May

Excerprs from UML GeneralSecretary
Madha Kumar Nepals ecerothe

Chaiman ofhe Nepal Communist

Party (Maois) scking heir “aren-

ary (Maobyscking

woman even if she is just a victim

o give up their property and fle.
Stop evictngthe clderly, and
womenand children from their
homesat nightand taking over their
houses.

 Inmany places, members ofour
partyand other partiesand even
ordinary citizens have been
abducted and torcured. This must
stop, thosc abducted should be
immediaccy relased.

o In many places clected repre-
sentatives from our party and other
clected officials have been forced o
resign or been prevented from doing
their duties, VDC buildings have
been burntand you] have prc-
vented localbodiesfrom carrying,
outdevclopmentwork. Stop such
actsimmediacly.

« Immediarely stop the destructive
attacks on telecom towers,
clecricity projects,forest offices,
airport offce, bridges, drinking
watersystems, health postsand
government buildings.

« Youaall peopl from evry
send a member to

oh
. sop s
suchasbeatingup and kiling our

TE OF THE WEI

createa hurdle.

Bridge: Emergency
Porter's load: Mid-term polls

When the nation is searching for an alternative and a change no one should

— CPN-UML General Secretary Madhav Kumar Nepal in Dristi, 28 May.

R Basu Kshic in Budhabar, 29 May

hgh( foryour cause n some
districts, causing people o fle their
homesin panic. This forced
recruitment muststop immediately.
o Indistricts where you have
influence, you have prevented
poltcl paries from cayingout
heiracite, Cricm haspot
been tolerated—(you] don'tengage
in discussion, justattack those who
raise questions. [You] harbouran
undemocracisingle-party deology
and don'twant people with
differing views o even enterareas
you control. You must createan
L

deciding role; s even been issuing poliical press releases. Even if we
were 1o hold elections, it would be similar to Pakistan's imited democ-
racy, not an actual election. | don' see how elections can be held
nationwide.

Prime Minister Deuba says the action taken against him is dictato-
rial

If | were sure there was no threat to democracy, | would think it was a bit
extreme, but | think his actions have endangered democracy.

Wonit the disciplinary action taken against Deuba split the Con-
gress?
The same people who've encouraged corruption and the rise of a
mafia within the party in the last 12 years are responsible for the
current national crisis. That is why the party is moving towards a spli. |
don't belleve a new party formed by the same personalities can create
anewsociety.

‘There are extremists on both sides. It's important to overhaul the
party and clear out the trash. The people only believe in moral
leadership, the number game doesn't count anymore.

Wonitasplitin the party weaken democracy®
That's sure to happen. I've been fighting for party unity.

Do Deubals actions suggest to you that he is now someoneis pawn?
Heisapawn, he's always worked that way, since [1995/ 1996]. As a
pawn, he consciously brought in horsetrading to parliament, as well as
the Pajero culture, all to undermine the parliamentary system.

Whose pawn?
I'am not with the intelligence agency, so | can't say, but he is a pawn.

Deuba, the righteous

Interview with Bimalendra Nidhi, Central Member, Congress, in Dristi,
28 May

How do you see Prime Minister Deubals expulsion from the party?
Itis extremely irresponsible, prejudiced and unfortunate. It is the prime
minister's special privilege to dissolve parliament. Girijababu, too,
dissolved parliament without consulting the party, many of his cabinet
ministers didn’t know.

Thesituation is different now. The conditions are not right for
elections.

You can't take action on that basis. The dissolution of the House
hinged on extending the emergency. Once the party directed the
government to withdraw ts decision to extend the emergency, there was
no way parliament would assist the executive.

Why wasnit the prime minister prepared to face parliament?
Prime Minister Deuba was ready to do so when he registered his
proposal o extend the emergency. But the party had already decided
that under no circumstances would parliament support him, so he
dissolved parliament.

In this system shouldnit the partyfs decision be accepted?
What party decision has the prime minister flouted? The party
president directed him to withdraw the proposal for an emergency. But if
pariiament is dissolved how can the proposal be returned? You don't
need the party's approval to dissolve parliament.

Thereis a feeling that Deubals action endangered democracy from
within, through the constitution?

Once the date for elections has been set, it's in the interest of democ-
racy to ensure they take place. To be suspicious of elections and
spread rumours that they can't be held upsets the elections and
endangers democracy.

The was unable to hold local elections on time. Can it

o
the people who supporc them.
o Ifsome [among you] engage in
such acts even after they have been
asked to stop, you must ake action
against them, and take necessary
measures to keep those fin your
ranks] who do not want peace
under control.
o IFyouarewilling to resolve the
problem peacefully,in his manner,
you nced to publicly announce that
such actsare coming o an end.
Because [you] broke the negotia-
tionsand went down the road of
violent struggle,you must immedi-
atelyend the violence and murder
and announce that you are putting
yourweapons down and are willing
el build ;

hold mid-term elections?
That's meaningless. Should elections be put off until terrorism is
brought to an end?

Will the Congress remain unfied, with the expulsion of the prime
minister?

The party disciplinary committee is not the final authoriy. The final
decision comes from the central comittee, the main committee and
the general assembly

The prime minister says he wonit appeal to the central committee.
The decision can be revoked by the general assembly. We are
preparing to call a general assembly.

Do you have amajority?

YYes. The majority that elected the party president at the Pokhara
General Assembly can be overturned with regard to this decision. The
situation has changed, many who supported the president then are now
with the prime minister.

If the general assembly is not in your favour, will the party split?
Whoever expelled the prime minister started the split in the party.
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Johnson & Wales Univergity, International Admissions Office
8 Abbott Park Place, Providence, Rl 02903 USA
Phone +1-401-598-4927 Fax: +1-401-598-4901
Email: John.Waterman@jwu.edu

Vist: http://mww.jwu.edu
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ABOUT TOWN

FiLM

% Pokhara International Film Exhibition

< 31May, 11.30 AM: Ganek, Miroslaw Dembinski, Poland, 1998. A father and his three-year-old son are

both climbers, sort of.

31 May, 12.15 PM: Lost on Everest, Peter Firstbrook, UK, 1999. An expedition’s search for the body

of Mallory

31 May, 1.30 PM: Chickenshit and Ash—A visit to Paradise, Karl Prossliner, Austria, 1997/8. Two
Tamang villagers discover and analyse a foreign, western world.

% 31 May, 3PM: Yeti: The Call of the Snowman, Jerome-Cecil Auffret, France, 1999. Friendship blooms
between a Yeti and a Sherpa.
All screenings at the International Mountain Museum, Pokhara. Email wavetex@wiink.com.np for
detalls.

EXHIBITION

% Inhabitants & Reminiscence Paintings by Bhairaj Maharjan and Binod Pradhan at
Park Gallery, Pulchowk. Until 6 June, 11AM-6PM, except Saturday. 522307

@ Sphme An exhibition of drawings and paintings by senior Indian artists on the occa-
sion of 2546" Buddha Jayanti. Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited.

FOOTBALL

< World Cup Passion The largest TV screen, special menu and discounts on beverages

at the Coffee Shop; 30 percent off beverages and snacks at the Juneli Bar. Prizes to be

won, including stay for two in London. Hotel de I'Annapurna.

World Cup Football Show All the World Cup matches on the Summit big screen. Free

Entry. 521810

> World Cup Kick-off Watch inaugural match on 25 ft screen with buffet dinner and lottery, Hotel
Radisson, 4.30 Pm onwards, 31 May, Rs 999. Nepal German Chamber of Commerce. 226101
Football on show Posters, national team jerseys, equipment, football newspapers and magazines,
stamps, memorabilia, photographs and lots more. Also surf websites of the Nepal Football Fan Club,
the British Council, and World Cup sites. From 26 May, British Council, Lainchour.

s

EVENTS

< Party with pizza and live music at the newly-refurbished Roadhouse Café. 7PM-until late. No
cover charge. Reservations at ¢_kayestha@hotmail.com, 260187.

% Organic vegetable market Sundays and Wednesdays with complimentary tea/coffee and cookies.
10AM-12.30 PM. Summit Hotel, Kopundole.

“ Friends of the Bagmati A group of concerned acivists with the a\m of cleaning up the Bagmati
River. pentoall,

Music

< Club Rumba Latin band, salsa food until midnight on Thursdays. Early bird discounts between 8-
9.30PM, buy one, get one free. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999

< Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526

< Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Thamel.
414336

INK

< Mountain Madness Cockiails, happy hour everyday 4PM-8 PM, two for the price of one at Rs 250.
Kilroy's of Kathmandu, Thamel, 2

< Fusion Bar at Dwarika's Hotel. L\ve Dlues and jazz, snacks, European ambience 479488

FoOD

< British Week British speciality !ood 2-9 June at Summit Hotel 12.30 PM - 9.30 PM and Patan Museum

Café 1.230PM-4.30 PM. 52181

Monsoon Madness Barbecue evevy weekend from 6:30 PM onwards at Rs 250. Kilroy's of

Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

‘The Tharu Kitchen Dikhri (steamed rice dumplings) with special jungle sauces and hot coriander

chutney.

junglebasecamp@yahoo.com. 061-25954

Wood fired pizzas at the new Roadhouse Café. Completely redesigned with separate bar seating

and coffee bar. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel

* Weekend Brunch Rs 350 per head, special package available with bowling. Oriental and continental
Junch or dinner by the pond. 1905 Boardwalk, Kantipath. 225272

* Vegetarian Specialties and clay-oven pizzas at Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace, Boudha. 480262

s

GETAWAYS

< Jolly Jomsom Stopover Package One night, airport/ resort
transfers, return airfare Pokhara/ Jomsom. ACAP permit,
airport tax extra. Resident expats $150 per head, Indian
nationals, IRs 4,999 per head, Nepalis NRs 4,999 per head,
taxes included. Unfil 31 August at the Jomsom Mountain
Resort, jmr@soi.wlink.com.np. 496110

< Secret Garden Overnight package at Dwarika's Hotel, $99
plus taxes for one or two people. 479488

< Bardiya National Park Getaway Full board, luxury ‘on stilts'
cottage and pickup, $10 a day (park activities at Jungle Base Camp Lodge.
junglebasecamp@yahoo.com. 061-25954,

[ror inclusion i the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com ]

by NGAMINDRA DAHAI
The unseasonally heavy pre-monsoon showers made
May an abnormally wet month. Despite this, the
monsoon seems to be on track, with Kerala and
Assam getting the first showers. Usually, monsoons
in the subcontinent are delayed during years when
pre-monsoon showers are above normal, and that
may still be the case this year. But if all goes accord-
ing to plan, the first showers should hit eastern Nepal
7 June and Kathmandu 10 June. The distinctive
feature of monsoon showers are driving relentless
rain without the fanfare of thunder and lightning.

KATHMANDUVALLEY

Fii Sat Suin Mon Tee
BN NE N
2816 [ 2715 2115 2816 2917

by MIKU

YAK YETI YAK

BOOKWORM
The Great Military Thinkers of the World Indra it Rai
Himalaya Book Sal, Kathmandu, 2002
Rs150
Th I of the Britsh Gurkha Acad Jores the ives, mil d fghting phil
phicsof 20 miliary thinkersincluding Sun-Tzu, Kautilya, Niccolo Machiavell, Sebastien Vauban,
Fredrick the Great, Prithvinarayan Shah, Napoleon Bonaparte, Antoine Henry Jomini, Carl von
Clausewitz, Marshall Ferdinand Foch, Sir Winston Churchill, Adolf Hiler, Edwin Rommel, Mao Tse-
tung and Che Guevara.

Beyond the Himalayas KN Dhakal
Fertiltrade International, Brussels, 2002
Rs550

KN Dhakal, wlmwn[es underthe name Prteek Dhakalhas becn alison offcerfor Belgian and
disalsoa poet,singerand writeof Nepal. Here Dhalal
Jsin Dolpoand Mustang, meditatingalong th

history, region, andarchitecture, T} with colour p]’mwgmpm.
‘A Beautiful Mind Sylvia Nasa

Faber & Faber, Lundon, 1‘)98/7001

Rs475

A3, mathemati John Nash had a breakdorwn and was diaenosed with schizoh

ia, Yet, after
aim fo

BOTH PICS: ASIAN TREKKING

RAMYATA LIMBU

g benween Kathmanduand

Luklavillagers fearthey il suffr the
samefaceas thevillages in Junbesiand
alongthe Jir il afer rekkersand

Khumbu braces for a renewed row over the airstrip at Syanghoche.

cquipment. “Wefirschave ofixthe
equipment that was damaged by some
unhappy locals,”says Shankar
Pradhan,a Civi

the Civil Aviation Authority an-

Lukla Lukla hasabout 150 odges
horcsthatcatcrt ek makinga

offand landing (STOL) aircraft.
Villagers lving between Luklaand
Namche Bazar on the Mt Everest trail
fearthey willlosethei livelihood if
kamg.mduxgu(raﬂlﬂmdmul
Lukla

thrce decades of eadinga ghost-lke avistence, he re-cmerged o vina Nobel Pizeand
I ib theory. Nasar's i g inspirati Ron Howard’s
sa drama about the mystery of the human mind,a triumph over incredible adversiy,and the
healing power of ove.

‘The House of Blue Mangoes David Davidar

Vikingby Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2002

Rs632

“The istory ofmodern Indiacbbs m.{ flowswith hestory of the Dor fmily in Kera, south India

heir Mahatma

Gandhiand the Congress Pary, \m,rdwmnd finally thenew India—the rearevents fthe 20°
century form the backdrop bl

“peoplecvwith vibrane charactes,
Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

CLASSIFIED

Fl don’t miss our special FUCH-
SIA exhibition!!! More than 60 new and very
beautiful varieties of FUCHSIA, recently imported
from Europe, are on sale now, for the first time
everin Nepal. Only at THE BISHALNAGAR NURS-
ERY, tel. 431797, five min from Bhatbhateni
Supermarket, two min from Bishalnagar Chowk
(turn right and downhill).

breakfast, transport both ways, three-course
gourmet dinner. Rs 1,440 or $19. For reservations
ring 441494, 680006

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on
full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

Landrover Defender 110 1990, 146,000 kms.
Duty not paid. Price negotiable. Contact 521105
between 10AM-12 noon. K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the ‘“longest’,
“highest", “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

House to let Sitapaila Heights, 5 min. from Ring
Road, 15 min. from Lincoln School. Big compound.
Western style five bedrooms, two bathrooms.
Servants’ quarters. Motorable road. Ring 356 074,
981030322 for Hari, Shanta, Sanju or John.

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant
- andTequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15
Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and « percent off season discount

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

BlBIC| on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today

BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Aureft &=
BBC Aureft @ar

Radio Sagarmath

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

e Todk

oversceinghe project. The damage to
anexcavatorand some hydraulic pipes

hithe nextmornings  hasamounted to Rs 200,000-
ﬂlghlﬂo Kathmandu, 300,000. Thereare now police
“Thedecison to refurbish the ingihecquipmen.
y beth “Thepl dtheindlined
resultofa tourism dy 400 m long,

‘minister Bal Bahadur }\(_ and his

onboth suics uU 650 mand the
I

pary cadrein Luklawho stageda

EASY TIMES

Ifs never been easier fo subscribe fo

Nepali Time:
Just dial this number and leave your address.

943337

himin October

P
ofbusincss,”says Penoorie Sherpa,
Chairman of Lukla Village Develop-
ment Committce. Flying to
Syanghochevilhorten he popiae

lastycar when the newly black-topped.
runway and new terminal buildingn
Luklawereinaugurated.
KCserstwhile oyalists were
\n\]npp)’1bo\ﬂ theshoddy consrc-
sonofd all buile

Everest trek from 14

h thern edge of the runway

and yakrains which transporc goods
willbeoutofbusines, hesays.

wh\ch they said already looks fragile,

this monsoon.

“Thismonth,
represcntatives from Namche, Lukl,
Phakdingand Kharikhols athered

having two airporcs within five

) each other,
Nomcheo s Mongshouidb enovating
ofhavingan irportat Syangboche. In Land Phaplu which
it o the “bad conditon and n rpaiing
ourism ministry and ceed 0 30 roads and building bridges,” the Lukla
organisations, including aidine VDCchairman told us.

operators UNESCO, and thecivil
aviationauthority, the Namche VDC
saysthe extension of cheairport will
benefic5 percentof Khumbu's

businessmen buraffect ﬂ\e h»e]lhaods

Syangbocheairporc s within the
Sagarmatha National Park, aworld
heritag site, and thereare questions
abouttheimpactonwildiieof
increased i rafficand noisc. There

of95 percentof
Namche Bazar,whichis the
business hub of the Khumbu region
could potentiall bencfie from the
airport butlodge owners thetearen'c
happy cither. Syangbocheairstripisa
halthourdlimbabove Namche. T

operatinga STOL airportatsuchan
altitude, where wind and mist may
affcetlights
“The spacbecween KCandhis
Kl has worked to the

"says
Jangbu Sherpa, proprictorof Caf
Danfe,oncof

whodon't
assuchabad thing, Wehn\em look

lodges.

more moneyand timeon
wreks, we're going tolosetht income if
o he”

AngT\hﬂmgShﬂpa,a};hu.n.u'ng
residentand propritor of Asian
lincsswhol

hoel che Everest trail.

wl\cn Su Edmund

potato hclds neara in\’\“w”‘lg& :1]Ied
ukda |

“Peoplewil
Lukla for 1cs.|mnnwmn mavbcé\)

indlined rumvay. Suddeny, thecwo-

SysAng Theing Becasel

walk iriwas
shortened, and the enire Everest
region becameaccessible, Now, with
theairport higher up the valleyin
Syangboche, the \\perKhumbu will

cannot take offfully-loaded and dhis
will push up aitfares and restrct the
numbersof those fyingin.

g Therngstimats 20,000

beeven casier for

st thearea
onceNepaland Chinaallow ekkers
topas through the Nang-pa Pass on
the Nepal-Tibec border. The high pass
north of Thameis the traditional rade
route uscd by Tibetan traders whoscll
theirwarcsat Namche'sweckly
Saurday market Syangboche could
possibly geta bulk for his traffic.

But Luklalocalssay they will ry
toensure Syangboche never opens for
STOL uaffic. They areeven preparcd
o repaat heir 1997 sitinson the
runway to protest cargoand passenger
helicopers flying tourists direcly 0
Syangboche. The runway improve-
menthasalready been delayed because
of vandalism of some construction

. lingwind, ¢
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Touching raw nerves

company of adentistin a hard hat who has been
boring decp inside my oral caviry with a pneumatic

dril o reach the bedrock so that he can construct  root

canal with approximatcly the dimensions of the Sucz

I have spent the better part of the past two wecks in the

Day Five:

Today I got my firs bill. The doc said I can pay in
installments. Maybe I necd a bank loan. There scems to
bea direct correlation between the degree of pain and
thesize of the bill T have come to know that dentists

Passagg in my jaw bone. Here s blow-by-blow accou

takea ‘medical school in which

of myorde

vhile lying fully reclined on Dr Frankenstein’s

chair with the foorrestin an

upright position, | had ample

time to reconstruct in my mind

the entirc family trcc ofthe

Romanovs. Thisis getting to be

almostas bloody as the Russian

Revolution, but Czars had it

relatively painless in compari-

son.

Day Three:

Iruminate that i somchow

don’t make i through this onc, |

would like to be reincarmared asa

dental surgeon in my next life

Noronly do you getan inside
aninsid

£

they practice extracting tusks from unanaesthetised
African bull clephants before they arcallowed to use the
same echniques on hominoid paticnts.

Day Ten:
Avthe isk of ouching araw
nerve hereamong those who
don’tsce the humourin having
their precious ivories plundered
by bounty huncers disguised as
dentises, e me recounta
professional rade joke told to me:
by my dentis, It comes from the
horse’s mouth.

Q: Whatis the difference
berween a dentistand a New
York Yankee bascball fan?

A One yanks for the roots, and
other oors for the yanks.

lookat the fac
Nepalisocicty, you can also carry outarchacological digs
o excavare fossilised remains of a fumily barbecue
which, after carbon dating, are found to be the relics of
an ex-goat from the winter of the year 1977 AD.

Day Four:
No pain, no gain. Thatis my philosophy. Dentistry is
one of the few professions ever invented in recent
human history where one s actually paid handsomely to
inflictpain on other human beings. The only other
profession s, of cours, that ofa Thai-seyle boxer

masscur who can dis ball-
and-socketjoint in one'sskelctal system ata hghly
discounted off-season rate right there on the beach at
Koh Same.

hing gas is not used anymore as anacsthe-
sia, dentists sometimes tell cheir patiens jokeslike the
aforementioned witticism in order to ill the pain.
“Harharharharhar. Didn’t fecla thing, doc. Tell me
anotherone.”

Dentist: Open wide

Patient: My mouth or my wallee

“Hohohohoho. Good one. ey, doc, did you just
pull out my lower number six molar? HalFalFal”
Day15:
Asthe days go by, there s less and les to laugh at s
one by one I lose my incisors, my canines, my felines
and finally my wisdoms. At this rate, pretty soon, [ will
only beable to gnash my gums while worrying about
the state ofche nation.

Delicitations

We join the nation in extending our loyalty to
His Majesty King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev
and Her Majesty Queen Komal Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah on the
auspicious occasion of the first anniversary of enthronement.
Our best wishes for the peace, prosperity and progress of our
country under His Majesty's dynamic leadership.
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NEPAL INDOSUEZ BANK LTD.

Durbar Marg, P.O. Box 3412, Kathmandu, Nepal. Tel: 228229, 242530
(DISA), Tlx: 2328 INDOSU NP, Fax: 226349, 228927

Heartiest Felicitations to His Majesty King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev
&

Her Majesty Queen Komal Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah
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PO. Box 15153, Tahachal, Kathmandu, Nepal. ~ + Phone: +977-1-270027, 281658, 281659
FAX: +977-1-273516 * E-Mail: bkpe@bkpe.com.np * URL: www.pandacnergy.com
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