CLUSIVE
Royal soundbites

(Excerpts from an unofficial
translation of King Gyanendrais
interview with Nepal Televisionis
Durga Nath Sharma on 5 June.)

 When we came to the throne it was an
unexpected and unimaginable
siuation...| couldn't have ever imagined
things would turn ot that way. The
biggest and most encouraging thing was
that we were able o face the challenge
with the people’s support. That was most
important.

o Nepalis | have met have told me that
those responsible for making democracy
flourish are not playing the role they

from the policical disarray in

Kathmandu. And they scem tobe:
using the time to re-stratcgise while waiting
forthe Congress's internal crisis o play
itselfout,and perhaps preparc for what
Baburam Bhattaraicalstheir “decisive
offensive”

“They need abig push at his ime to
avenge the massive defeatin Khara in which
thearmy saysatleast 200 guerrillas were
Killed. Then, there i the need to carry out
somethingspectacular near Kathmandu to
force the government to give up ts
surtender-before-talks stance. It has become
precty clear o the Maoists that overrunning
an army garrison in the far-west docs not
make the povers-that-be in Kathmandu it
upand ke notice.

Security sourcestellus that captured
Maoists have been speaking of preparations
underviay for major attacks on military or
mfras[mcmre targets. The shooroutin

Changu Narayan on Tucsday in which six

alleged Maoisswerekilled wasonc ofthe

TthaoAs[:hﬂvebcntﬁmdgmady

DENOUEMENT

There is an ominous calm. Is a storm near?

his Nepali proteges have memorised that
line. Itis conceivable that the Maoists will
wait to make onelastattempt to stop the
escalaion of the conflct toa dramacic new
level. The Koiral faction of the Congress
has re-opencd back channcls with the
Maoists, and the Maoists, in a classic two-
track strategy, have kepe the door to
negotiations open. Prachanda’s last
statement on May Day, hintingac
negotiations , was onc of the most concila-
tory he has ever made. But by repeatedly
rebuffing thesc offers, Deuba's government
has come outlooking hardline. An
although Britain,the United Statesand
India have supported the government's

avenvs

stnce, the Europeans nowscem o think 3. Sare theirstruggle. In theiranalysis,the Shining
there is no reason why th 'the d Path and the Colombian revoluti lled
sectetalks. because they let Strategic Balance drag on
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o inwhich e Moo
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;'gg:',?,::e;gg,;""' {hat happens, e . he hincel mmmpnmms Handics iy mydopurcpue qick s hen et svulnenblendl
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andseauty othe agt imperfect, Josves,and 1 ke Khumbuwan MukiMorcha  dhepoldproces Sreatokdus, 10 have reckoned with some other facors.
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« Whylookat

elections negatively? | feel the govern-
ment, political parties, different classes
of society, have to look at it as  positive
thing, and prepare for free elections on
the specified dates.

o The continuity of the insiitution of
monarchy rests on the faith, trust and
respect of the Nepali people.

« Those who cannot deliver (develop-
ment) should not blame the system.
 Our peace-loving country today is
caught in a spiral of violence. If all sides
are committed to the well-being of the
nation and the people, we believe a
solution can emerge from an approach
compatible with the constitution

o |'wantto tell the Nepali people: Live
as Nepalis, be proud to be Nepalis. Let
us learn to work for our nation and for its.
good. This nation will not ask you to
make sacrifices, you have to step forward
to do so. That is my message.

More promises

‘The government told donors Thursday it
had come out with an “immediate action
plan” to getits reform drive started. The
plan contains a list of promises the
‘government says it will fulfil. One donor
told the government: “We've heard all
this before, what is the guarantee that
you will do it tis time?” The pledges
come from a caretaker government that
does not even have a finance minister.
All eyes are now on the 2002/03 annual
budget, which will be announced as an
ordinance in mid-July.

Q. Was it right for Prime Minister Deuba to dissolve.
pariament?

Totalvotes: 2500

Weskly et ol ¥3.To o go o womepai
Nepali Congress splitand get it over

man or woman. l "housands of boys and

the Maoists. The militia s feeling the heat

anything.” Forthie pars

d Kathmandu
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have decided

from the security and also losi
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of captured at Tundikhel.

that (heumcxsnpcfor[hcu warkipar'  could indicate that the Maoists have anoffensive, “Theideais o portray the Maoistsasanti
(doordic) moment. Baburam Bhattarai  decided that s now or never. T derabl leand ic. And Indinisthewild
himsclfhinesas much i his interview with Mulyankan cditor Shyam Shresth byt bt card. The Maoists know that their big
the Maoist paper Jana Awajon 9 April dhisacrually p Gam,and push will not b lifthe Indians

where he said: “Itis likely that the decisive
Ieap forward can be takenin the nexe
fewmonths.”

peaceand thatthe - the lctions
could bewhen the Maoistsand the

theyare now ready for conventional batdles
againsethearmy. However, he defeatat
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continue their crackdown on their
cadrein India.

head, and

an

govemment might reach Hi s Nepalis now polarised becween the
One contributing factor o thisisthe  four-step peace plan goes likethis: ight-imesi dthe qual Juc dthe re i
poliical infighting which scomingoa 1. Lift command can casly tip the bal both could invite outside interference.
2 Ded w0p against thern. Buc Nepalis have a third choice: side with
lcical activiy and et th “The Maoists may feel thatcheyhave  forces of democracy, and press for

parliamentary partics. Mao Zedong sid
“hic the cncmy when icis in a crisis,”and

recover;

reached the “Strategic Balance” phase of

progessive reforms.

“The government must utgently improve govetnance”

Nepali Times: What s the Canadian position on future
development assistance to Nepal in view of the current
insurgency?

Peter Sutherland: Canada remains committed to assisting the
govemment and the people of Nepal i their efforts o reduce
poverty. We have been development partners for over 30 years
and intend to continue to support Nepali efforts towards

equitable and sustainable development. In this difficult
environment, where the security of the women and men
working with Canadian projects is our primary concern, we are
actively adjusting our programming and approaches So that
they remain effective. We are finding that the programs which
have been able to strengthen communities are the most
resilient in the current insecure environment.

Have your priorities for aid changed over the years?
During the 1970s and 80s, Canadian development assistance
successfully supported the opening up of Nepal's remote areas
by sharing Canadian technology and approaches to rural
access—particularly i the aviation sector. We then moved
into a period when CIDA's aid program focused on water and
energy resource management through central government
instituional development. In the 1990 Canada’s aid program
focused more on community-based development. The curtent
CIDA program aims to reduce poverty and promote peace by

faciitating effective implementation of Nepal's devolution process.

There have been failures like the K-BIRD project, but there have also been successes
like your technical assistance for the development of civil aviation and hydropower.

Have these lessons been incorporated into future plans?

Like some other integrated rural development projects in Nepal, the K-BIRD project
suffered from poor co-ordination between line agencies at the district level and a lack of
genuine participation in planning and implementation of the project by the people
afected. Learning lessons from this and other more successful community-based inita-
tives in Nepal, CIDA has been supporting the institutional strengthening of civil society

Canada is Nepal's tenth largest
donor with annual aid of Rs 350

ion. Canadian ambassador to

mill
Nepal, PelerSulhedand speaks to

epah Times of aid prlonhes,
and Nepal's capacity to use
assistance effectively.

organisations as well as partnerships between civil society,
government and the private Sector to improve access to basic
services and increase productive capacities. We are happy with
the results, but more importantly, we see around us strength-
ened Nepall institutions within local and central government as
wellas civil society. It is with these partners that we will continue
o support poverty reduction and effrts towards equitable and
sustainable development

Whatis your assessment of the governmentis present
ability o use foreign assistance effectively?

There is scope for the government to increase its ability to
effectively and effciently use foreign assistance. It needs to
address urgentl issues of governance such as corruption, civl
service reform and broad based participation at the grass roots
level. The present poliical instabilty and insurgency have
further constrained the goverment' abilty to expedite
development in a balanced manner. In my view, the govern-
ment has to devolve more authority and resources to local
bodies and communites and foster partnerships with civil
society and the private sector in order to improve service
delivery and better handle confict at the local level

Whatis your governmentis views on the current conflictin
Nepal?

Canadians are deeply saddened by this confict which has claimed the fves of so many
Nepalis. We condemn the methods that the insurgents have resorted to, particularly the

destruction of vital infrastructure, extortion, torture and executions. Innocent civiians
have been caught in the middle of this conflict. In addition to the many who have been

Killed or injured, hundreds of others have been displaced by the confict. We urge the

Maoists to renounce violence, lay down their arms and return to the negotiating table.
Canada supports the democratically-elected government of Nepal in ts efforts to protect
its citizens and to bring about a return to peace and order in the country. However, we are
also concerned about the increasing number of human rights abuse allegations directed
at members of the Nepalf securlty forces in connection with such ant-nsurgent actites.
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separated at birth, have demonised
each other for the past 50 years of
independence. They have fought three
wars, and even in times of relative peace,
relations have been tense.
The epicentre of the India-Pakistan
dispute is the partitioned state of

I ndia and Pakistan, twin nations

ATE OF THE STATE
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ng Mahendrahad the courage to marry
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Kashmir. Resolve Kashir and everything
else can slowly fallinto place. But with so
‘much anger and bad blood, we can no
longer rely on just good sense
to prevail, and only trust that
the leaders of the

ALMS RACE

Wester intelligence agencies estimate
that up to 12 millon people could be
killed in @ nuclear exchange between the
two countries. There is a need to de-
escalate, and immediately.

not think the unthinkable. It is no
coincidence that India-Pakistan
tensions reach breaking point each
time there is a domestic crisis. The
present war-mongering comes amidst
sectarian violence in Gujarat where some
1,000 people have been killed in pogroms
this year.

With the war in Afghanistan winding
down, there is a real danger of the conflict
drifting eastwards. At no time since the
1971 war have tensions been so high. Two
years ago when a fierce battle erupted in
Kargil, it was the first-ever conflict between
two nuclear-armed nations in world history.

seecse

shatconrolled dionbipas e o

‘what do the Kashmiris themselves want?
Most there are fed up with the war, fed up
with human rights abuses by Indian security
forces and foreign militants infilrating from
across the Line of Control. A moderate and
democratic Pakistan is in everyone's
interest: in President General Pervez
Musharraf's interest, and in Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s. If that is their
common goal, there is every reason for the
two to work together, and the general needs
to be given poliical space to de-
Talebanise Pakistan.

The first immediate step for both sides.
is 0 tone down the rhetoric and stop media

anda good king, Butit i no disrespect to
his memory to sa that he was not cur out

eeecsescescecsescosne

jingoism. The leaders of India and Pakistan
must know that the rest of the world is
laughing at them. These two insecure
nations want the world to take them
seriously just because they have

nuclear bombs. The world is getting

prety sick of them crying wolf.

Itis time India and Pakistan redefined
security. The real security threat for both
countries does not come from each other's
tertitory, but from the poverty and inequal-
ity within

Nepal has a lot to lose in case of an
India-Pakistan conflagration. It will be a
coup de grace for our tourism industry.
Thousands of Nepalis are deployed on the
front, hundreds of thousands of Nepalis work
in Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana—which will
be Ground Zero in case of war. And if the
war goes nuclear after August then we will
be downwind from radioactive fallout.

perfect, future uncertain

Will King Gyanendra be a rational king or an emotional ruler?

seecsescescecsescescccse

ten yaar e o force King Birendra t b

Nepal has found itself being
scapegoated as a hotbed of intelligence
activities, and has suffered because these
two neighbours haven't been able to get
along. As Chair of SAARC, Nepal should
be taking a lead in knocking the two heads
together, but we have our own problems,
And itis time the region looked beyond
the play-safe ban on bilateral issues being

discussed in the regional body. Otherwise
the next time India and Pakistan ct
‘wolf, no one willlisten to them.

by CK LAL

di ith King Gyanends b

sovercignty upon his people. Asit turned

ago. But remember coming outof Nirmal
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hoever we may blame forthe criss
w of democracy in Nepal, we have to

agree thacall Nepalisare in this
together. The other point most would
accept, one thatis the source of many of
Nepalscurrent problems is that political
and cconomic poweris concentrated in
the capital. A federal system of govern-
ment to devolve power across Nepal
would be an essential first step in
resolving the present crisis.

Kathmandus over-importance,its
pampered classand its unconcern are
resented by many millions of Nepalis
outside the Valley, and the Maoists have
succeeded in takingadvantage of thac
sentiment, The government, instead ofonly
pursuinga militry solution, mustsart
thinking ofa three-pronged strategy that
includes security,cconomic development,
and political change.

On the policical fron, a federal
mechanism would preserve the constia-

by ALOK BOHARA

Devolution, not revolution

For a geographically challenged country like
Nepal, there is really no other way.

and the membersofth branch

Maoists, d

(thecabiner).
 Taxing powerand

political system encourages clctoral

power, Kathmandu.
Vorers mayvore for a parey and is
didtes athe naronal evel o the basis

Sri Lanka. Conflictsand dissnsion in

democtatic Nepal have mostly cmanated

from cconomic deprivion, regional
conomic
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current constitutional provisions dealing
with the monarchy, and legilative,
exceutive and judicial power and respon-

can bescrded by the Supreme Cour.

 Give the central authority cg, the Lower

and Upper Houses bascd on two-thirds

much the sume way as impeachment

informaron echnology, ncome ax,and

hearingsin the United States did not
impede the business of state level govern-

d policies. Acthe
same time, they may choose to be torally

any echnically motivated dissent that may
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“The nordh-south regional structure as
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VOYEURS
In your editorial ("Voyeurs,” #90)
you strongly critcised Nepal
Television and its viewers for
converting the insurgency confict
s a“spectator sport” and not
respecting the dignity of the
dead. This was reinforced by CK
Lalin (“Amusing ourselves to
death,” #91). That is why | am
baffled by the fact that you
published right alongside a
gruesome photograph of dead
corpses in a trench. There are
either conflicing interests o lack
of clarity on how to present news
or move the public in the present
situation.

Itis very painful for me to see
Nepal following the steps of
Colombia (my country) at a

at Satbari

vertiginous speed. | can see our
same errors repeated again and
again by politcians, insurgents,
media and civil society. Presenting
news in a sensationalistic and
aggressive way, only generates
either more violence or complete
insensitivity in the long run. The
Jitle voyeur we all have inside (not
only Nepalis) can turn very soon to
be a monster or be completely
indifferent and it is mainly from the
media that he gets his nourishment

gruesome event. That s, if e
haven't got insensitised by watching
too many of them.

Those of us involved in media
(or in our own voyeurism) have only
1o think for one moment about how
we would feel ifthe body in the
news is our mother, father, brother,
sister, daughter, son, or friend to
understand the pain, grief and
anger such exhibition would

bred iresponsibity by encourag-
ing politicians and “intellectuals” to
take to the Courts that which should
be resolved in the poliical field of
Parliament and the “King-in-
Parliament”. No constitution is
perfect, and neither is the 1990
Constitution of Nepal. Except in
very clear cases of the breach of
the law, it is best to leave the
mistakes and adjustments of the

clean and seems to show that he
has the long-term interest of the
country atheart. Hewas forced o~ @
set up a ‘jumbo cabinet” to protect
himself from being overthrown. But
he lacks ideological steadfastness
and has surrounded himself with the

most corrupt ministers. The:

allegations that Deuba is pro-royal
and undemocratic are baseless.
Manying into an elte family is not
his fault. His ideology, as far as |
know, has no link tohis marriage.

Koirala.

Hari Pokharel, Taiwan
| am saddened and disap-
pointed by the dirty game played
by Nepali Congress president Giria
Prasad Koirala. He doesn't seem to
care that the Maoists are spreading
across the country, he doesn't care
what the Nepali people want: all he
wants is power and he s out fo get it
by hook or crook. At least this time
Deuba was doing something to
crush the Maoists. He called for

It moves me more (and | believe  causeus
others as wel) to see a icture of the
persons involved in a tragedy, when
they lived a happier stuation,
because there | can realise and feel
the magnitude of the loss. The
image of the tragedy itself normally
repels us, even more so ifitis @

Karin Eichelkraut, Patan

'SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

In parliamentary democracy it is
the prerogative of the Prime
Minister to seek dissolution of the
elected chamber, and call for
elections, and (except in excep-
tional circumstances) the consfitu-
tional monarch is expected to
agree ("Who's the boss?” by Puskar
Bhusal, #96). The 1994 interven-
tion by the Supreme Cout, setting
aside the dissolution sought by PM
Manmohan Adhikari, and accepted
by the late King Birendra, may be
debated for its merits and demerits,
but it set the bad precedent of
interjecting legal mediation in
basically poltcal matters, It
contributed to further weakening
the post of Prime Minister, and

parliamentary process to the
political sphere. Judges must not
develop into poliical headmasters.
Mithun Jung, Naxal
® Theissue of whether or not the.
country can bear an untimely
election (“The next six months,”
#96) can be debated forever. But
the fact is that the constitution
gives the prime minister the
prerogative. Party president Girila
Prasad Koirala should reflect upon
his past: under what circumstances
did he dissolve the House of
Representatives in 1995? What
would he do if it were he who was
expelled from the party? Koirala
has been the most irresponsible
member of the party, and his
actions have imperilied the party
and the nation. Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba is a politician
100, but atleast he is relatively

Deubais no saint, butitis now a
question of whois the bestin a
mediocre pile.

BP Bastakoti, UK
®  Neither Deuba nor Koirala are
democrats. Deuba is the prime
minister and above the party
leader, and he must see the
national interest above party
interest. The extension of the
emergency rested on parliament,
s0 he should have had an open
debate in house before deciding.
On the other hand, Koirala should
have debated the issue first in the
party central committee. Again, he
took a unilateral decision to expel
Deuba from the party without
consultations. How can three
people punish a leader elected by
millions of Nepalis? Yes, democ-
racy in Nepal is in danger. But it is
because of dictators like Deuba and

dialogue, which didn't work. Koirala
is jealous of Deuba because he is
gaining popularity. That is why he
wants to pul him down. Koirala
should think about his country and
not just about himself

Basu Shrestha, USA
® Hats off to Kunda Dixit ("One
year later", #96) for giving us
balanced news. Yes, the roles of the.
king and the prime minister should
be like that of nang ra masu, which
I believe both King Gyanendra and
Prime Minister Deuba can be. | wish
Deuba all the best in the coming
election and believe that we have a
brighter future in King Gyanendra
(and Prime Minister Deuba), and
that they can lead us out of the
mess that we are in. | personally
like His Majesty’s no-nonsense
attitude.
Sameer Rana, Wisconsin, USA

BASU KSHITIJ IN BUDHABAR

@ The Nepali Congress has done
it again. The nation is in the midst
of a crisis in every imaginable way
and its so-called leaders are busy
in their utterly disgusting power
struggle. | have never been a great
fan of Nepali politics but | have
never hated it as much as | do now
either. | have seen the royal
massacre, the Maobadi's opportun-
ism and dozens of Nepali deaths
being reduced to mere statistics,
but there is a limit. |, at least,
deserve to be spared of worldwide
humiliation because of this
ridiculous clash of egos. Give me a
break. | just want no news about
Nepal for a month, Is that asking

Sajju Khatiwada, via email
® The prime minister is a
member of the ruling party and

combat “errorism. The call for the
Maoists to “surrender” their arms
does not make sense, since
surrendering arms means surrender-
ing. Politcs in Nepal s like trying
o hold the World Cup in Dasarath
Stadium: it just doesn't work except

on paper.

G Buddhiman, by email

HEART-1

-TOUCHING
1 was touched by Megh Ranjani
Ral's “Midnight memoirs" (95). It

the consistent efforts she has made

to make Nepali poems accessible

to an English reading public (When

\s Nepali literature ever the subject
in postcoloniall

inherent in

reading,

cnmpavawe e circles?),
and second, to reinstate the point
she makes too subty: ranslation is
never a neutral act of witing or

In the 6-14 June ediion of
Nepali Times Kanak Dixit
Valley of Halla,” #46) cited the last

used or iterpreted through

mulple poliical registers that are
direct commentaries on the state
of current politics. Furthermore, let
the writer be assured that she has

vacant, parochial, extraneous
Nepali psyche (Dixit's version), but
rather the consequence and
defining feature of the losses and

modernity. So let t not be said
again that Thapa's translations, or
translations in general, are not

implements in a constitutional
method the policies and programs
of the party for the benefit of the
people and the country. Here, the
word “benefit"is used in its aes-
thetic sense. Regarding the issue of
extending the state of emergency
vis-a-vis the tussle between Deuba
and Koirala, did Deuba register the
proposal to extend the state of
emergency without the knowledge
and consent of his party? Just one
question to Premier Deuba:
Shouldn't he have conveyed his
justification to the people and the
nation through national TV, radio,
and the print media on the

morning of 23 May? Every action  RUMOUR!
to0 much? of the government stinks of
hindsight coverup. The Maosts.
‘were declared ‘terrorists” because of
the greed for foreign funds to

saddened me and shook me. Being
away from home is hard. Yet,
knowing that | have a dream to
follow, and the knowledge and skills
that | acquire here will make me
resourceful to my motherland is
‘what gives me energy to move
ahead. But the news from Nepal is
50 gloomy and frustrating. We don't
want to lose the hope that one day
soon peace and happiness will be
restored and our beautiful home-
land will bloom with the glory of
harmony and prosperity. Thanks to
Megh Ranjani Ra for her heart-
touching words.

Palden Lama, Australia

MONGERS
In response to Manjushree Thapa's
Nepaliiterature column (Mid-
column blues,” #95) | want o frst
extend a note of appreciation for

six lines of Bhupi Sherchan's epic:
poem “This is a country of hearsay
and rumour” to provoke a critique
regarding the proliferation and
dissemination of rumours and
conspiracy theories in the wake of
the royal family kilings. Dixit
traced the circulation of rumour to
the “mediocrity” of the Nepali
intellect

Inwhat | consider to be a
distinctly poliical move (and one
that | happen to agree with enirely)
Thapa provided the Times with a
complete translation of Sherchan's
poem, thereby allowing us to read
the last six lines in the context of
the rest of the poem. She thus
revealed Sherchan's position on
rumour to be very different from the
one implied by Dixit

Rumour here was not being
portrayed as the reflection of a

more than one curious reader
visiting her columns. And this one
is grateful for the effort.
Sepideh Bajracharya,
Cambridge, USA
® | have a limited knowledge of
Nepali literature, but over the
years, | have read and been
Tascinated by the works of Bhupi
Sherchan and the translations of
his poetry into English by Rupa
Joshi (cca 1985), Kunda Dixit (cca.
1978), and recently by
Manjushree Thapa. A friend of
mine (a white, male blue-collar
worker) was in Nepal recently and
just read me Manjushree
Thapa's "Mid-column blues"
(#95) in its entirety over the
phone. Do you need any more
encouragement?
Nirmal Niroula, University
of Kentucky, Lexington, USA

BLUBBER
Kunda Dixit must be a hell of a
character to be writing the
popular and nonpareil column
Under My Hat. Ironic though, |
don't understand one bit of
what he says. There are,
therefore, two possibiliies—
either he is a genius and | am
ajenny ass, or vice versa.
Having lived in the US for
several years, | have, to this
date, never had the privilege of
reading such incoherent
blubber. This year when | visit
‘my home for Tinar, | would be
honoured if Kunda could spare
some time and explain some of
his columns to me.
Dr Govinda Luitel,
Washington DC, USA

CORRECTION

In“The war in numbers” (page
7, #96) please distegard the
three extra zeros in the second
sentence which should read:
“According to the human rights
organisation INSEC 2,883
Nepalis have died in clashes
between security forces and the
Maoists during the country's six-
month insurgency.” The eror is
regreted. -Ed
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ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

il  year ago, Ject Bahadur
Upunm;kmwmg

Nepali, living and working
far from home. The 25-year-old
putin long hours ata gas station
in Saudi Arabia to send money
back o his family in Dhanjain the
insurgency-hit disrictof Baglung,
Jeet had been fecling outofsores for
some time, abwaysftigued and
nauseated. When he started having,

o o e ;

The worst disease for a Nepali

Options are limtied for people whose kidneys fail in Nepal. There are few dialysis facilities here, the
law on organ transplants is vague, and there is said to be a dangerous, illegal trade in kidneys.

take therisk,a strong mafia s said
tocontolhe idney tade, hich
thela

He knows this will not last
forever, “All the other people who

were und dialysis when I

“Thealternative, hacmodialy-
sis, is cxpensive and traumatic,
especally for underprivileged
peopleand those without astrong
social support network. Ject
makes the cight-hour journey
from Baglung to the capital twice
aweck. Since thereis no one to
take carcof him hereand he must
from food and

and realised hewas rapily losing
weight, Jeet finaly went toa doctor
and wastold thathis kidneys were
faling st

By the time he got home, Ject's
ilness had progressed to end-stage
venaldiscase (ESRD), a result of
chronicrenal insuffciency. I lay
language,his kidneys had been
deteriorating for some yearsand had
by then pretty much stopped

accommodation to medication, by
himself, his costs arc higher than
the normal Rs 20,000 or so per
month. The only other dialysis
facility in the country is cven
farther away for Ject, at the BD
Koirala Memorial Cancer
Hospital in Dharan.

Dhana Lamais in some ways
luckier. Dhana, now 30, also
mrrm from ESRD and has een

lysis for the last

excrete toxins, which was why Jeet
was experiencingsuuch a mulitude
ofsymproms.

Ject soon realised that this is
oneof the worst discases a poor
person can have in Nepal. To live
evenasemblance ofa normal life,
e ither had to find a donorand
have a kidney transplant, or have
his blood drained, purified and
pumped back in two three-hour
sessions every weck. A transplant
would be cheaper n the long run,
if Ject could first find a donor and
chen spend atleast Rs 1 million
for the entire procedure, afeer
which he'd have to take expensive
dragsall his e,

But transplants aren’treally
an option in Nepal:the law is
vague, and even ifone of che fow
wrained profesionals who can
perform the procedure wants to

hice yars. Khmanducbased
Dhana pays for his treatment with
the help of donations from people
who read about him in the papers
occasionally. Dhana, who says he
hasalways been very independent,
is from a lower-middle class
family and lives in a three-room
house with his facher, a brother
witha drug problem and an
ageingaunt. He managed to finish
his IS¢ from the Nepal Science
Campus and was working towards
aBSc from Tri-chandra College,
fundmg his education by doing

started have already died, I'm
quiteasurvivor,” he says, smiling
bravely. Motivaed by his
struggles, Dhana has become
actively involved in helping others
like himsclf, as wellas rying to
raise awareness about renal
disease and what can be done
about it. This ycar he along with
other patients he met ac Bir
Hospital sarted a non-profic
called the Nepal Kidney Paticnts
Association, which is trying to set
up a network of ESRD patients.
Dhana's never-say-die
atticude s perhaps one of the
reasons he has received so much
mediaattention, Unfortunately,
the media usually fals o sce what
this dying man i really fighting
for. A three-hour dialysis session
atone of the three functioning
‘machines ac Bir Hospital costs R
250. Patients need the procedure
twice a week—three times, ifyou
follow internacional therapeutic
norms—and each time a new set
ofapparatus i required, including
arcficial kidneys, pipes and
syringes to pull and transport
blood, saline water, as wellas
buckets. Add o this the costs of
the expensive imported medica-
tion the patient needs, and the
monthly medical expenses of .

times wereat the Bir Hospitalinan
interview with a local newspaper,
the medical staffthere refused o
wreac him when he recurned. “We
know that weare gerting trcatment
atavery cheap rate but the nurses

and d

loss, we have not stopped
anyonc’s treatment. Most
patients just cannot even afford
it. They drop out by themelyes
aftcra few months.” The hospital
recently acquired two more

as
though ourives mean nothing, asif
they arc doing usa favour,” says
Dhana, recallmghowarenowned

person with renal fal
much as Rs 20,000.
Dh th h life

mrcm:w and called him a (hrca( w©

cwasa
compulcr echnician, at other
times a dye master like his
fath bis kid

forsomeone like him truly hard
it justheburden ofhving o

I of the hospiral
DrSudha Khakurel, head of

nephrology a Bir Hospital admits

that mistakes can sometimes

o fail thre years ago.

“Today, Dhana has still not
found a donorand the dialysis
machine s his only link to lfe.

treatan exp butalso
thesometimes unpmfmoml
atitude of the nurses and even the
doctors. When Dhanacomplained
about how rude the nurses some-

happen but also tells us about the
good her departmentis doing,
“You have to understand thatal
though weare running ata severe

d dialysis
machines. The nephrology
department of the hospital and
patients like Dhana lobbicd the
Ministry of Finance for months in
order to be able o take posses-
sion of the machines—the
hospiral could not

marcly 35 with acute kidney filure,
which s reversblea year.

Almostcvary private hospital
provides dialysi, bucata cost that
isusuall ten times higher than that
charged by Bir Hospical. Thisis
why Dr Rishi Kafle,a nephrologist
setup the National Kidney Centre,
anot-for-profic hospital that treats
Kidney problems. Therc has been no
officialsurvey of thescaleof renal
problems in Nepal, but specialits
such s Dr Kaflstimat that

pay the customs duty duc on
them and the machines were
stuck at customs for two months.
Bir Hospital currently treats 22
paticnts with chronic renal
insufficiency a weck, and approxi-

narly 2.
treatment every yearfor chronic
renal filure. The numbers might
scem low, but the danger of ESRD
isthat patentsoffen do notven

ASHAONYHYBINL XOTV S21d TIY.

funcioning,
‘The Centre started treating
patients five years ago when a
German woman Beate Voge
decided to donate dialysi
machines to Bir Hospital. When
she realised how much red tape
thac would involve, she gave the
machines to Nepal Kidney
instcad. Vogt has donated 16
machines already and comes to
Nepal oncea year with supplics
and medication for kidney
patiens. The Centre, which is
funded cntirely by Voge, charges
beuween Rs 2,500 and Rs 3,000

sessionat BuHmp.ml p.\ncnn

of the other essentials mch as rhc

artificial kidneys or tubes. The

Centre has set aside two machines

for patients with HIV/AIDS and
¢| ind C. “The m: in

expense. The wealthy may hL “ble
toafford dialysisall their lives,
butit’sa curse to even middle-
class families. In councries outside
SAARC the cost per session s at
least $200. We charge $40, bu
how can you expect most Nepalis
toafford this?” asks Dr Kafle.

For people ke Dhanaand Jeet,
docrors say the only the only
feasible way to live with the
conditionis to have a kidney
transplant, I¢s nota perfect
solution, butit can goa long way in
making]ife casie for them, The
problems ith organ transplans,
and kidney transplants in parcicula,
arelegion. Firstthere s the law.
“The Nepal Human Body Organ
Transplane Act 2055 was created
without consultingany medical
profesionals with adequate:
knowledge of ransplan surgery.
Article 15 (4) of the Actasks
doctorso certfytha the donor of
any organ will notimme
orbecomedisabled due o d
donation, and article 15 (5) asks
doctors tocertfy that the organ
donated will grow back narurally.
Liver transplants, thus, areallowed,
because the donor's body regener-

t s of the lver than are

unil both the kidneys stop

THERE

mother told me in the most fearful possible terms about the

M any of usgrew up with nuclear nightmares haunting our slecp. My

American-Cuban missile crisis of 1962 when Nikita Khurshchev of
the Soviet Union and President Kennedy stood eyeball o ycballand
brought he ordas cos o nuclearwaras scverbeen. Inch 19805, 1

joined

to Kennedyand Khrushchev to realise the folly of their way

Inasense, the

exsvstsandoffended pefcly it he deisof Sovictcommunism

and th

fomsafpolicl (houghr(harsmbno:ﬁesdom

racy

rusting in their missile sil

tubes. And othy

d them with d

determination. Too young to remember the horror of impending warin the

carly 19605 Il never forge the events of May 1998 when both Indiaand
Pakistan went overdy nuclear. Ac the time, India’s
governmentwas mired in po[mcal infighingand o

P

there was than el

Behari Vajapyee's decision to test the country'sexisting nuclear weapons.
Acrossthe Linc of Control, an embarrled Nawaz Sharif watched with
trepidation and took phone cll ficr phone all from Washingron, Japan
and European capital. Each voice down the line would oulinea more
gencrousoffcr—a bribe,if you like—of cash,loans and debr relicfif Sharif

didn’t respond to the Indian tests. He considered themall, very,

ery

by DANIEL LAK

Peace by any means

If America’s attack on Afghanistan after 11 September was justified, the
same international coalition has the right to take any measures to
prevent nuclear war in South Asia.

Nepal'stourism

is

deluding themselves. The final mnl isbeing driven into the coffin of tourism

hereby the very

istence of Pakistani and Indian nuclear arsena]s

andilisinthos peace marchesof the 1980s chat | remermberas pano ofa

jaded, . Nuclear

one country. They respect no borders,cheirfallout s born by hevinds,

their victims must be cared for by all of us. Sxmllarly,

mkm out. Kidneys donot “grow
ack’, and even thougha person
can funcrion with only one kidney,
donatingit becomesllegal, doctors
have noway of proving that thereis
o causal relaion beween the
removal of a kidney and death, even
afew years down the lne.
Second, there simply aren't
enough trained transplant surgeons
in Nepal. For kidneys, thereare
onlytwo, Dr Asarf Shah and Dr
Ashok Rana. Dr Shah performed
three successful idney transplants
in 1996 “within the limited
perimeters ofthe law” at the
Everest Nursing Home. Dr Shah
saysthat the problem isn' just thac
the lawis vague, butthat it
unlikel to be changed. “The
peoplewho can change he

I, safe

right, in

this region and. around the wcrld w© acqumm Indla and Pakistan with our

feclings, tod might help
decr {h:uscofa[onnc bombs. 1 Americvasjustifedin cacking
11 September, you
I coalicion has the right to measut tcan o presnt
nuclear war in South Asia,fr 1

on nuclear tacxlmc: and launch areas. Beyong hat, the world must get

involved in that

from Pakistan’s support

political reasons. [Fnuclear

all, it was the Cold War theor

moralor milicary

hat they deterred conventional warand

for terrorist acr

the Line of Control, to the matter of Kashmir.

Citizens of South Asia must put aside petty problems and domestic

sy Butnheend s mposieforahlanprime miniser—kepeach s iy wicswihi prbvacly ged paramecs Butonched dacquaint th f the region with their feclings. E-
that current evidence ightened te mails Jetters. alies and del hostileconing

Pakistan's nuclar arsenal be wheeled outand pur through s paces. A s increased the dangers mhmmmffmw oldhostlces, madeit ﬁr good places tostrt.

Pakistan publiccelebrated with glee—a grim and horrible mirror ofIndia’s that che entire enth ‘The lae King Birend d making this regiona Zone of

ownjoyatits perceved placeat (hc nudcar opable

n short, two hug

mmit
acts ofimmenseriskand potentialy i insanity, arguably fordomestic

wupunxfumgng«)u mentwould

chests. IfIndia and Pakistan pu\w\wd only conventional

Pesc. Thetimeis ight o renew thatdea with vigour. We mustnsit hat

tolivein p

and freedom

By theway, anyoncin

from fear. ¢

Kidney transplants do notdoso
because the mafia that controls the
illgal trade in kidneys s oo
powerful,” says Dr Shah. He
mentions thatforeign nvestors
interested in transplant operations

backed oura yearago when they
faced the legal challenges. At the
very least, say doctors who work
with kidney filure, the government
could ensure thar the medication is

produuced domesticall, which
i F

candidate, justas he didin the last
clectionsin 1999, “There needs to
bea professional voice in parla-
ment, Itis precisely when they
formulate aws on things ike
i mateshatprofession

financial burden on parients.
Dr Shah says he i so frus-

trated, he plans to make his voice

heard by contesting the next

. explains Dr
Shah, Hesays he docsn't have
politcal ambitions, but mercly
wans o beable to practice
meliine il feedom

th

hange, in the law

booksand on the ground, people
fike Dhana and Jeetwill continue
o b forced to hustle,despite
their llncss, and find ways o raise
che millons they don’t have thac
areneeded for dialysisand
probibitvely expensive medica-
tion. Alternatively,they will be
have o getinvolved ina murky
struggle o find an ilegal donor,
orgoto India for expensive
surgery.

International Newspapers

The world has been a ‘global village' for on-demand print
and the distribution of international newspapers. You can
order your favorite newspaper from a collection of 100 dailies
including IHT, The Times, The Washington Post, WSJ, USA
Today, Le Monde, Sueddeuthsche Zeitung, La Stampa,
Mainichi Shimbun, EI Pais, Basler Zeitung, Berlingske
Tidende, Aftenposten etc... We hand-deliver fresh copies
every moming. For a detailed list and price, please call us
today:
Bazaar Internat
-mai

nal, Phone: 255125 Fax: 229 437
bazaar@mos.com.np

Senate support

Nepal might soon receive US funds fo support th fight against the
Maoists. A 29 May report of the US Senate Committee on Appropriations
notes that the US administration proposes to provide funds to Nepal to
support the government's campaign against “a ruthless Maoist insur-
gency”. The report further states that, “the Comittee is not aware of any
information tying this insurgency to al Qaeda, but shares the administra-
tion's concern for the Security and welfare of the Nepalese people.” Whie
the report condemns the atrocities committed by the Maoist guertilas, it
expresses concern about human rights violations by Nepali armed forces.

Aid worker killed

The execution of a Nepali aid worker by Maoists in Bajhang has sent
shock waves through Nepal's development community. News filtering in
from the western district says that IL Joshi, PLAN International's Bajhang
program manager, was taken from his residence at 2.30 AM on 31 May
and executed later that day near the Rayal PLAN office. Joshi had
worked for PLAN Intenational for more than a decade. The Maoists had
earlier attacked the seven development units Plan was operating in the
district, following which all staff had been evacuated from the area.

Help Nepal

HELP NEPAL Network, a charity supported by Nepalis living around the
world, organised a HELP NEPAL Day simultaneously in the UK, Australia,
Italy and Nepal last weekend, raising over £2,000 for future projects.
Established in 1999 to encourage Nepalis abroad to give back to the
country, HELP NEPAL Network has raised some £19,000 for charitable
causes in Nepal and helped build schools and libraries in remote districts
Iike Dolpa, Dang and Pyuthan, and organised health camps in Chitwan
and Kathmandu.

The date for the mid-term polls is fixed, but voters still don't have their
IDs. If the government goes ahead with its initial plan of allowing only
the voters' ID holders to cast their ballots, 3.4 million eligible Nepalis will
not be able to vote. The government had planned to issue 4.2 milion
voter IDs by the end of the current fiscal year, but only about 820,000
have been handed out so far. The teams assigned to photograph
voters for their cards have been unable to get to rural areas in 43
districts due to the insurgency. The Election Commission is undecided
on its course of action. If, as in previous elections, it recognises that
all adult Nepalis with citizenship certificates may vote, the govern-
ment needs to promulgate an ordinance to legalise the decision.
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

ceessesssccscscns

ach time Prime Minister Sher
E Bahadur Deuba and Nepali Con-
gress president Girija Prasad

Koirala pause to lighten their larynxes,
their designated spokesmen, Jaya Prakash
Prasad Gupta and Arjun Narsingh KC,
step in to provide cnough fircpower to
maintain the momentum of the war of
words. It was the spokesman of the main
opposition party, however, who had the
most heart-warming thing to say about
the current political crisis. The UML was
always in favour of mid-term polls,
Pradeep Nepal sid, but couldn’t demand
one because of the burden it would put
on the country and people.

Those disrssed by the UMLs

Comradely conduct

What’s behind the UML’s calm rationality in dealing with this political crisis?

seeecccesscessccssesscescesssessessccssessoes

with being the sccond largest party in
parliament, Although they were ntided to
raising the loudest voice against Deba,
UMLlcaders chose t be even-handed.

Sure the prime minister had blundered
badlyin dissolving the lower house on the
cveof the budgetsession without informing
his finance miniser. Bucwasn' the ruling
party beinga il too pushy?

While Koirala was secing conspiracics
ofall colours and Deuba was elling us
how long he was behind bars fighting for
ourfreedoms, UML general secretary

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

cessse

o dissolve the house was taken to court
in 1995, UML luminaries know they
have to plan for every contingency. To
those who wonder how a government
that was forced to put off the local
clections could hold the parliamencary
polls on schedule, the comrades point o
thac basic civic duty: trust your leader. 1
personally rescnt the comparison, The

ECONOMIC SENSE

Hang economics &

Stop thinking about the economy. Watch football instead.
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by ARTHA BEED

venastheimprovisasional, thereisnoF finisterina funding th cadreat
E y-repartee-filled country which needstolobbyhard  dohori parcis, it would go. Every
dohoricatch i ytofunditsgaping bilateral and multilaceral agency in
intheapial the dohoriberweenthe  defct The pecchesand loud townhasben goingonabout good
stalwarts ofthe Nepali Congress p h i mance, and secing the lack o
y e putourficalhousein  progress on that front,they are
the people, capableof radingveiled d the hary of pou
andopeninsulsin 3 d  moremoney here. The windowof
wadicion. A number of readers have ical ik dbycrorchery  opp garner much-needed

asked the Beed o scewhere the
cconomy is going,n lightofthe

government could afford to postp
local clctions because it didn't endanger
the consttution,) [ftheir official doctrine of
atheism hadn’stood i the way, UML.

Madhav Kumar Nepal Nepalis
o think with cooler minds. A country
desensitised by a decade of distrust
shouldn't pyacention to nothet plot-

pol .ufm indeed delighted by the
comrades’ abiding respect for the
people’s will. You have to study the
context to grasp the real significance of
their stance. In the post-Deuba council
of ministers being worked out under
Koirala’s broader democraticalliance, the
job of deputy prime minister—complee
with the home portfolio—was to have
gone to the UML. Having been in power
during two of the last three clections, the
UML was looking forward to the bencfits
of incumbency ahead of the fourch.
(Remember: reassigning top administra-
tion and policc offcials s the sccond
important pre-clection task, afee the
designation of polling centres, and comes
under the home minister.) With Deuba’s
pre-emptive strike, the UML lost the
perks, privileges and prestige that comes

y story wi suffi-
clen[ b idence. The UML’s

e elin I ories
about the magnificent pover of belicf.
UML leaders know they wouldn't be:
prepaing for clections today if the
Nepali Congress had heeded Koirala’s

self-assurance stands in sharp conrast to
its strect-fighting and desk-banging,
trademark. And this has rased new
questions. How could a group of racional
people be so certain about the inevitabil-
ity of lections before the Supreme Court
ruled on the lawsuic challenging Deuba’s
late-night feat? Morcover, how could
opposition leaders be so sure that the
planetary positions on 13 November
would be propitious toa frec and fair
assessment of the people’s willz

1’ casy to sce how a newly reunified
UML saw a clear advantage in the mid-
term poll and jumped for it. But therc’s
more to the comrades’ stance than meets
the eye. Having burn cheir fingers
relyingso much on precedent when prime
minister Man Mohan Adhikary's decision

1. That's why
they are closely observing every actin the
ruling party. What does the Kangresi
patriarch have up his slceves now? Sure,
Koirala’s visit to China was planned
before the latest crisis. But that doesn’t
obscurea crucialfact, For the firs time

Elections mean one thing above
all else to the some of us: spending,
spending, spending, Administering
pollsisan enormous drain on \I\c

policiians. Perhaps, when it
hecomesdarhetwe ned morc
chan one person to put the country's
finances in order, nota ingle
person is enthused enough to raise:
hisor her hand for the job.
The Becd istokl ht the budgec i

fundsisshort s the global focus
shifes to our almost-warring
neighbours, it getting harder to
keep Nepal on anyonc's radar.
Nepals laders are myopic
politically, and they display the same
unfol(ur\ucdrfcqmusmnwhcnw

coffers of th

Jandd readyfor dthacwich canlook
fuerhacheelecions il undocbt rliamentin place, no deb, d
edly be staggered overa fewdays,  necessary. T entertinin dyirele

wogecher with the additional
spending.on sccurity, means thatthe
clections this year will probably be
the most expensive ever for Nepal.
‘The partes will no doubt find it
diffculro need

uag)\nmmuy,wmemd e
should we even wastcourcnergy being
concerned. Aficrallashasbeen
pointed outin thiscolumn more than
once, budgets ae increasingly
becoming Nepal in

tofight the el b b

been bad and businessmen will be
terribly reuctant tofund candicares.
b= elsin sich

nueand expendi-
re figuresare reviscd so often.
Alteady :ubym o new,befudding

since Dr Kl Singh trudged up
the Rakshya Dal uprisingin January 1952
hasa policiian in the middle ofa poltical
storm taken a trans-Himalayan trip.

Every time someone christens a
modern-day Tulsi Giriin the Nepali
Congress, the people tend to turn lefe
and look for a Rayamajhi. That makes
our comrades uncasy, cspecally since our
original Dr Keshar Jung became the first
head of a constitutional body to have
come outin full support of Deuba’s
detcrmination. ¢
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disappointmentin

Islamabad

MIN BAIRACHARYA

for

anyone. Butthe real fear lis n rural
areas and insurgency-hitarcas—icwill
beviraully impossbl o ascany

d there

now
s the unpmhnmbllm of
the coming budger, and year.
Nepal has managed to draw
ternational attention toits

problems, and

isa oy hat che politcal
p:miaswillmkctlmm(omm\mutcdmt
has proven so successful in the past.
Noneof chis will do anything to
make people more committed to
democratic party politis

willing to help. Unfortunately,there
arenoplans in place through which
can help ourselves,or channel
any aidwe might get. IF$100
millon et o pourinright now,

here,apart from

rumours about grand designs, the
threat o democracy, expansionisc
agendas and their opposite. The
Beed isable to this time also, as
always, point o a distinedy shiny
edge toall ofthis. Inthe cconomic
ranking of nacions, hings should
so0n stop going from bad to worse
for Nepal—uwe only need to slip
down four more positions

So, instead of contemplating
cconomic doomsday, your columnise

somequaliy time toalarge-screen
television. And ater the World Cup
isover, perhaps we can alk about
Nepali football. Thercby, too, hangs
agrim tale.

(Readers may post their views at
anthabeed@yahoo.com.)

“We need

Dabur Nepal produces over 20 products
at its factories in Nepal, including some

of the most succe:

ul brands of its

parent Indian company. But Director TK

Gupta tells us the company could have
done a lot more with better support

from the government.

Nepali Times: You have been in Nepal for more than 10 years, what
have been your main achievements?

TK Gupta: We began company registration in 1989 because the Himalaya
is a storehouse of herbs and medicinal plants and also because there was a
local market for our products. We wanted to sell about Rs 80 million worth
of products and collect medicinal plants and herbs. | came here first in
February 1991 and found that we were selling Rs 8-9 million worth of goods
ayear. | was passing through Asan and saw Dabur products on the footpath,
selling at double our price. | told management that our market here was
higher than that reflected.

We began trading in May 1991. In February 1992 we realised the
market was picking up and by November 1992 our factory had begun
producing. In December 1992 the then Prime Minister PV Narashima Rao
visited Nepal and eased the procedural delays in export by allowing His
Majesty’s Government to certfy material content (50 percent). This was an
opportunity, and in 1993 we began with major expansion. The renewal of
the treaty in 1996 was another impetus. We purchased a local fuit juice
factory and that was the beginning of Real juices, which are now the
leading fuit juices in India. Al the products sold there o from Nepal, This

mindset of

is one of South Asia's largest juice manufacturing units, with a capaciy of
6,000 ltres per hou.

How much, in total, have you invested in Nepal?
We have invested Rs 1.1 billion and now the annual turnover is around

Rs 2.6 billion, we are aiming at Rs 3 billon next year. We export about 92
percent of our products; local sales are about Rs 220 million. Investments made
for the long term are beneficial to both company and the country as a whole.

What motivated you to come to Nepal?

Medicinal plants are widely available in Nepal. We not only collect them in
the wild, we also plant them because we know they are a resource that will
finish one day. We have a unique state-of-the-art greenhouse that produces
three million saplings of medicinal plants and herbs every year. We are
cultivating the saplings in 12 locations like Marpha, Manang, Jumla,
Sindhupalchowk, Dolakha and in the tarai. We give farmers saplings with
buy-back guarantee. We have also done well with chiraito, which even
scientists said could not be raised in a greenhouse. Then there is the Taxus
baccata. We have our own plantations on leased lands that grow over
800,000 saplings. I five-six years we may be collecting from our own
plantations. We estimate we need about 10 millon trees for that

What happened to your saffron trials in Jumla?
We distributed 320,000 saffron buibs in Jumla last year but we could stay
there only for four o five months to oversee cultivation. We think that can do
wellin Jumla, Humla many other places. Marpha has been another good
experiment. We grow medicinal herbs in between apple trees and as we care
for the plants, the apple trees also benefit, Where on one plot the owner got
181tons of apples before we began groving herbs, a year later he got about
30tons. Last year the yield was 40 tons. We also took about half-a-dozen
beehives there, which helped polination.

Have you been affected by the recent spurt in violence?
Not very badly. Local projects are looked after by locals, our staff only make
supenvisory visit. I e place one of our staff members was beaten up.
Jumlais badly affected. | think we haven't been attacked because everyone
understands that what we are doing is good for the people and country.
We've helped improve the socio-economic conditons of the farmers. In the
Besisahar area you can see the change for yourself. The lives of the people
have changed after we began collecting Taxs baccata leaves.

Nepal must be a major success story, even for Dabur.

Yes. It can be for anyone who wants o tap agro-forestry products and make
long term investments. Our business is long-term, it has backward integration

atotal ¢

in the
govefhment.”

and involves farmers.

Areyou planning more value addition in Nepal?

Frankly, we are hesitant. The benefits we get in many Indian states are now
much better than those e get in Nepal. We were planning to make
pineapple and tomato concentrate in Nepal. Last week we were approached
by West Bengal state and given a unique package—capital subsidy of 25
percent, interest subsidy of 60 percent for seven years—and we have
decided to take the plant to Siiguri. We decided to go there because of
what they were giving us.

Government has to accept that companes like ours help the econormic
growth of Nepal. You get a sense the bureaucracy feels that industries just
Ioot the country, motivated by profis. Wel, everybody is motivated by
profi: we purchase cheaper goods in the market and make a proft, even if
itis only psychological. Proft isn' a bad word. Second, goverment should
be willng to go out of its way to help any industry that wants to come here.
Al industries have a muliplier effect and boost the economy. There's
another factor: we wanted some forest land, and we didn't get . After
waiting for many years, we are now thinking of shiting the plantations to
India. | cannot wait forever.

How will the new Nepal-India treaty affect Dabur? Is Nepal still attrac-
tive to Indian investors?

We won't be affected. | think there’s tll oo to invest here. If any industry
says it cannot achieve 30 percent value additon, | think it s doing
something wrong. People shouldn't worry about the value addiion. On the
matter of surge of the five items, we have the quota syste. | feel canalisa-
tion has caused some problems and India must do something about it
Copper has been affected. The entire copper industry shouldn't be
penalised. | think the Indian government will look into this.

So we sill can do business in Nepal?
Yes, provided Nepal cleans up s house and makes the right poliies. Now
there's an export duty, the new industrial policy takes out ax holidays,
there's also tal of freezing royalty payments. The basic problem here is
that we make policis, laws and rules copying developed countries. We
should make rules and regulations suitable for us.

Have the Indian quarantine rules been a problem for you?

Yes. We hope there vill e at least two more checkpoints, in Birgan] and
one n Nepalganj. Now we have to send saplings al the way to Panitanki to
send them to Indian markets. Saplings are very fragile and cannot sunvive
such trips. Even within Nepal the logistics are diffcult and we've been using
helicopters to transfer saplings to planting areas.
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PADAM GHALEY

hen the Mi-17

helicopterona

ferry flight from

Makalu Base Camp

failed to arrive in
Lukla on Friday morning last
week, Asian Airlines safffele
the fest owinges of concern.

Agroup of Spanish climbers
had just come in, and the
chopper had gone back to bring
the rest of the expedition. But
pre-monsoon clouds were
closing n over the high passes
guarding the remote Barun
Valley in castern Nepal. The
Russian pilot, A Grevenikov,
wasa veteran of flyingin the
Caucases and the Himalaya and
familiar with the terrain.

Search and rescue flights
have been hampered by cloud
cover, and only able to fly from
dawn until 9AM, around when
the clouds move in. By now itis
certain that the helicopter
crashed into one of the moun-
tains, and that even if some of
the six passengers and four crew
survived the inicial impact, they
are unlikely to seill be alive.

Theaccident came as we
were preparing this survey of
helicopter transport in Nepal,
and once more underlined the
dangersofflyingin Himalayan
terrain in bad weather. Aside
from Maoist sabotage and
mechanical problems, helicopter

ARACELI SEGARRA

aviation in Nepal faces the
chronic hazards of what aviation
experts call controlled flight into
cerrain (CFIT)—the possibility of
pilots misjudging altitude or
position and flying inco a moun-
in in poor visibilicy. But the
same dangerous vertical errain is
also what makes helicopters are
so indispensable in the Himalaya.
“The Russian-buile Mi-17 has
in the past ten years become the
Tau truck of the airwaysin
Nepal. Asian Airlines was a
pioncer in introducing these
versatile heavy-lift helicopters,
but has now fost both its craft,
onclast week, and the other
destroyed by Maoists in Surkhet
last year. “There’s nothing to
match the lifting capacity and
cost-effectiveness of the Mi-17,”
says Ang Tshering Sherpa,
chairman of Asian Airlines. Sherpa
is planning to add three more
helicopters, one Mi- 17, and two
versions of the same certified to
carry passengers. With s
ity to carry four tons of
cargo or 24 passengers, the Mi-17
ferrics everything from hydro-
power turbines and construction
material o remote parts of the
country. The Mi-17 hasalso
become the mainscay of many
them otmany

chinesare rugged and cheap, they
are no match for the altitude
performance of another popular
modelin anal the French-builc
Ecureil AS 350, which is operated
by the army, Karnali Airand
others. Although much smaller
than the Mi-17 or even the
Kawasaki BK-117, the Ecureil has
carried out helicopter rescuies of
mountaineers at record altitudes,
such as Madan KC's dramatic
flight pick up of a climber from
20,000 ft on Mt Everest in 1996.
“That record was broken by
Captain BN Sharma who in
October 2000 landed on Island
Peak at 22,000 ftin a daring
rescue of a Greek trekker.
“These rescues are hazardous.
The treacherous winds nt

helicopterin Nepal.

‘The Royal Nepal Army tself
has opted for Mi-17s and
operates three of these to
transport troops n its counter-
insurgency operations. Itis now
secking to add more helicopters
o ts flect, and may even need to
hire commercial pilots to ly the
additional helicopters it wants
toorder.

For Captain Sabin Basnyat,
25, flying choppers is a passi
“Flying in Nepal isad
adventure, the mountains, the
diverse terrain, it s a thrill you
gethooked on to.” In March this
year, Basnyat, a pilot with Karnali
Air, flewa French group to
Manang o reconnoitte possbili-
tiesof hli-skiing on the slopes

means that h
buffeted and mppled over. A
Karnali Air Ecureil came to grief
at Makalu Base camp last monch
and Madan KC himself it the
Khumbu Glacier on an carlier
escue in the spring of 2000.

The inaccessibility of Nepal's
rugged mountainous errain
makes helicopters the ideal mode
of transport, but for decades they
were out of bounds to everyone
but the army and the Royal
Flight. Tud:y, thanks o he 1990

domestic

the ferrying of grain to food
deficie district.
Although the Russian ma-

airline mdmm private heli

south of Hundeairport, “Basi-
ally you fly skiers up to the slope
and once they descend you pick
them up and fly them up again.
1¢s precty taxing and one requires
high altitude experience,”says
Basnyat.

Basnyat zmungmzny
commercial plors who are lready
flying Charr flights for emer-
gency rescue after Maoist raids.
Pemba Sherpa of Dynasty
another. He says: “When |
decided to train as a helicopter
pilor, Inever thought I'd be flying

operatorsare issued licenses and
it has never been easier to hire a

in
dead bodics.”

“The army would probably
require more manpower,” says
Captain BN Sharma, General
Manager of Karnali Air. “Ifthere
was no emergency, business
would definitely have been better
for us. Butso far, we haven’t been
hit hard like many of the fixed
wingairlines,”

Karnali Air was the firsc
privace helicopter company to be
sctup by a former army pilor,
Licutenant Colonel Pun whois
now looking at India and Bhutan
to spread his wings.

Clockwise from lefi A rescue
Hightat 19,600 ft on the
Western Cwm; ajet ranger
prepares to land at Ghorepani;
arescue light to Tengboche an
Asian Airlines chopper hovers
above Lukla airport; a Karnali
Aircopter takes offollowing a
rescue; aclimber watches a
Karnali Air craft approaching
for rescue.
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KUNDA DIXIT

................ left literally high and dry in the

nthesatellte pictures  rain shadow.

Iguing Frombighupona e

above D]

of the monsoon itselfa few weeks

ransfxed a theafternoon sun was
blorted our, and the snowy slopes
ofLanguang Lirung lost heirlght

lateisa Smetana symphony. You
cansmellthe rain longbefore
actually arrives, From the pass

above Pokhara, the clouds move
b h like

Tesuddenly b dark and silent
like an eclipse. Animals, humans

and even the hirsey plants waitcd
nervously asaveil of violct rain
advanced from the west.

“Thewind picked up, the
poplars bent ke bows: cheir
agitated eaves giving the quicken-
ingairavoice.Pasicbagssarded

theyappearas arge
dark massesof clouds
travcling up from the

cataclysmicevents. Pumped by the
hea, huge comvection currentssend  edged losrunl theflshand

birdsand I
the lingyellowdust. The storm

rash by

Bay of Bengal. The TV forccasters

warn you that “thereisa it ofbad

h b

delicate di hed

the il curly puffs
thangka paintings. The sudden
changein high-alitude wind
direction precscly betveen 10-15
Juneover central Nepal every year
isthefirstsign that the monsoon
willoon burst

By cvening, the ar suddenly
curns humid, a smell of warm
wetness swell up from the
valley below. A yellow moon
risesfrom behind arange of

crtically

‘hailstones hit roofs of houses in the
baarblow. By cvening the
, the storm

louds to the cast.
“They glow in the moonlight, and
the inside of the clouds are

descent with silent

weather moving up o the sometimes more than 50,000 fect.
Himalaya”. Bad weather? Up therein the stratosphere, the
Forwhom? jetstream topsinto
Nothingcould bebetterthana  wild angry cobra heads. On one
good, healthy monsoon For three Tonce

months in a year, the Himalaya
from Kashmir to Assam act asa

had moved ove ot casbrcly

watched theentire Ganish massif

dwarfod inthe shadow of one of
il

framed in
the hol rdgesof Gosainkunda.
Thevamishedleaves driped. he

lightning, By nightfall, there isa
sudden sharp coolness as the
‘moisture turns into mist, and
che mist in turn into a fine gauze

water vapour. Th
such an effective barrier that the

dam tostore moisture. dhewerwater o ain. The Nepali vocabulary
nvection system rose out of y. has mar ord:
dleB\lnGanda]uVallc} torideon Ifap thunder ibe different kinds of

Tibetan platcau to the north is

Hashing ncon lgs of purple

showerisan opera, then the arrval

rains at midnight i trns from

drizaly sim-sime o heavier

darkancand by carly momning it

isatorrential musal-dhare.
Forgerwhat the guidebooks

say. Visit Nepal in the monsoon.

Everywhere, thereis the sound
of falling water: big warerfals
that thunder right across the
valleys, it ones gurgle behind
cvery bend in the track, the
deep drone of rivers a they cut
ever-deeper gorges. These rivers
arc older than the mounains
and they have been slicing,
through the rising rock for 60
million years. By ten in the
morning, the first clouds chug
up the valley, the forcrunner of

an ocean of vapour lapping at
the ridges below. They move
upsilently through the junipers,
soaking the lichens with
droplets of condensation.
Before noon, the ain starts
falling steadily in chat mara-
thon-like pace of no-nonsense,
long-term rain. I alls concinu-
ously into afternoon, all nigh,
and stops abruptly at dawn.

By late August, the rain
cbbs as the monsoon starts to
lose ts momentum, the sun
comes outagain. The sky is
navy bluc and dorred with kites,
and in the terraces the golden
rice s ipeningin the sun.

ALOKTUMBAHANGPHEY . . .. . . . . ..
ookingaround a new kind of Kathmandu store
these days, onewould think thac nocall fninists
burne cheirbras back in the day. And that those
who didare now looking for desperate measures o
control e drooping effecsofthe tug ofwar
beaween mother natureand fathergravity.

Aninformal survey of some two dozen women berween
theages of 20-35 n the capital revealed one certain fct:

tleastan inch

courantasit gers hre. Everyone’sdoingit. For one,a
woman i her mid-20s told usin al serousness, “When
you'te wearing something relly raunchy underneath your
boring work dothes, i greyoudeseghos
anything, il f
ourlowdomoffceatndant vo..redhm“md For
another,itisvery unhip in Kathmandu these days o wear

downwards,

strings, which rideabove the waistband. .. A(rcndy
young Kathmandu woman dismissed it with a lick of the
wrist “I¢s cool, you can do more wearingless.” She was
petched on  bas stool, displaying what looked likea
piece ofsring tattooed onto her hips. No, there wasn't
much o herwousers.

and roving hands,or not send the requisie suggestive

cpaliwomenand
mc..ma]km.o,mdhddh@a.m.mndopmmu the

w’w

sigpaltothe interesed, usaly il brin. suggsions dhat e spranglLdLhongsLhmwup, inthe eeee

And finaly facurtent fshion certainty thac ing, ith, thosewhojustcan'tbe bothered,
cacmentthatpehapsowes e o malip-hop uends — narya“friendy” squeccor pinch, Ofcour mlr fou : i  feral w iingbr

P e’ p y Py
fickebea haveby by £ Femilineson Pulchowk. Thislitde matchb letis  push ihand wihout clo) for
the Visble Panty L h hoff located rightabove  ishion boutique, malingt casyfor hosimply derstood.
e the wpofa " : i ivered poonle o he dbou their el st mmdﬂ
evenasher hip im her hips s n Femilines,acollab ween two young whyan)mnﬂhnuldhmhermemuzlmmplemen(nfcr
epitomeofcol, enteprencurs Jyotsan Shcstha,and i Shakyz, vas front, themost
i line publ drecently, “Gils opencd carly fraking the awdy, of

inlow-slungjeans it insouciantly on bar sools, “present-
ing theirrears like primates in hear. The jeans tug.

sleaze outof women’s underclothing, Kathmandu women
atc moving with the dime in cvery which way, thought
theow.Sowysholdhey i et by boring

undies in boring old d 2 Wel, they

asked Kh:mwl\ﬂ what choice do wel have, when the

willsnapatyou.

g
Mostof the choices hereare from China, Thailand, and

alternative is b
greasy men on

from
Deli d repeatedly

Indiawhichisa good thingforyour valle,buthereare

Semanstte.ha she reats vireof any kind of

Spencer ok, Bmmmdmahk Therearcother,

underwcaris hespringincs of s clsi deand Bishl Bra,
dso but these,
room of a trendy hair d milady’s hi . won'tgive you the
circa 19(5 The first little room ho]duvmzrmyof decadent buzz that chllmcs does. For Jyotsanaand
ighrc ; Ajtaallthe p hasbeen worthit
i s by edis andbabydol Everyday the shop s bt with
fawsfur rimmed peignoirs,and scin foorsweepers for btynncr bras, teenagers rying hard t pay more for
thosvho fanyatouchofthe Bt Cardond plescasually [N
d ahem. Thereare hg d h mnu[nfnd(ha[e]usl»t
helacy thongsso very popularamong 0- 48D, Peopleare rad !
cthi toweartherlow-isc hiph choies” sty the o, beamingat thei brs.

LXG vaNny $01d TV
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The case for refugees

GENEVA - The UN High Commissioner for Refugees issued a statement
Friday expressing concern about the current “over-heated” debate in
Europe on asylum-seekers, and suggests that it could have dangerous
consequences for foreigners seeking help in the region. The UN agency
published figures on the refugees
ariving in the EU in the last 10 years
that show a sharp decline in the total
last year with respect to the number
recorded in 1992. The report shows
that the totals are quite low in some
countries, particularly those most
utspoken—such as Spain and
Britain—in their support for drastic restrictions on the number of refugees
to be accepted. In contrast, developing countries receive refugees
numbering in the hundreds of thousands, or, in Iran and Pakistan,
millions, said Rupert Colville, UNHCR spokesman.
The number of people protected under the UNHCR mandate
worldwide is nearly 22 million, distributed among Asia, where there are
8.5 million asylum-seekers, Africa (6.1 million), Europe (5.6 million),

North America (one milion), Latin America and the Carbbean (600,000),

and in Oceania (76,000). The UN agency's data indicates that the
number of asylum requests received in 30 industrialised countries have
remained stable in the last decade, at 350,000 to 400,000 asylum
Tequests per year. (Ps)

FELICITATIONS

Best wishes to

His Majesty King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev

COMMENT

by NINA KHRUSHCHEVA

What really matters

Putin needs support from the Russian people, not the elite.

opinions,options, opportunities and
interest groups. Democracy s not
founded on what the clite thinks ics
what the people think that maters, or
atleastwhata contending rabble of
rival nereststhink. Russans, now
fiee o think, believe Putin islooking
afier Russianinterests which include
beingan unconditional part of the
west. Yes, Putin cares that the cliteare
keepingtheirdistance from his

foreign poliy: Buchealso knows
Russia's peopl

MENTS

by MJ AKBAR

Thou shalt not nuke thy neighbour

e lady at the counter of the
Virgin Clubhouse ac
Heathrow on Friday night

looked atus, her eyes brimming
vith sympathy, he downtoa

that made thsa dangerous place.
Mars, Mercury, Moon, Venus, Sun,
Saturn and the ever-uncomfortable
Ruhuwerem Taurus. In 1942

lar happened and the

hush. Did we know that the Bricish
government had juscissucd an
advisory askingall Britsh ctizens
toleave India as wel as Pakistan
because ofan impending war that
could go nuclear? She looked
bemused when we began to laugh.

“Thedlite may retard Put
effot from behind the scencs, bue
obstructngis notoverthrowing.
Putin may beasisolated, as my
erandfacherNikita Khrushchev was
in 1964, when Leonid Brezhney
organised his palace coupagainst
him. Bu heis nowhere nearas
vulnerable thanks o hiswidespread
grassroorssupport among ordinary
Rusians. In the ld days, Rusia
reled on s strengeh, mosdy

home, we said; and
1f(ha(v~as the way the cookie

exploded, well, what could be done
sbotiTam lsed orepor

sky fell over the British in Singaporc
and the Russians across a wide front
in Europe. This turmoil in the skies
willlast through June. There may
beastory to tell afier thac i India
and Pakistan don’cblow cach other
up fist.

“The conflict between the cwoisa
war beoween frustraion and
hypocisy. Indiais frustrated by its
.mh.m, osectleitslongestand

many times you can cry “Wolf” in
verse. Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee docs
give the impression that he would
rather bea poet than a prime
minister,a useful suggestion ina
country that prefrs power to be
leavened by some degree of sclf-
denial. At dmes of cisis he whips
out his own poems, hoping they
are ofsome therapeutic value.
When dealing with the terrorist
attacks unched by clements
supported by Pakistan, there was a
poinc when he could not sec any
war clouds, butjust in case you
wentavay eleved headded hac

ours was not a: l:

e Virginfight to Delh s ul
learnt that Air India, flying ac
aboutthe same time, had been
forced to offload 40 passengers.
ble guideto

mos the staus
of Kashmirand Pkisa hs spent
more than fftyyears using this to
spread the cancer actoss th regon.
Given the values of our age, it i in
mdﬂ hac hypocrisy hold the edge.

matters of lifeand death, Veenu
Sandal, informs me thaton 15 May
something happencd n the heavens

resorts to

aclcal sky.
Lesspoetcally he's suggested

dhat the restaint he showed when

suicide missionaries from Pakdstan

nearly destroyed India’s parliament

on 13 December was misake.

Th il Idiers were

octry
hough it a mootpont how

then mobilised along the world’s

amuch-admired speech whose
candour was even more impressive
chan s courage. He accepted that
fundamentalists and terorists had
createda “sate withinasare” in
Pakistan and warned that they were
asmuchaa threat to his Pakistan as
o India. Hearrested hundreds,
banned their organisations and sct
dhemood fora new phase o
elations becween the warring
neighbours.

Bura paradox has overwhelmed
him—in January Musharraf was a
man ofglory. By May he was just
another general who had stolena
country. The central purpose of
General Musharraf’s policies and
politis this year has been survival.

“This time the generals of
Iamabad have help from the
hawks flapping acthe outer regions
of the ruling BJP in Delhi. These
hardliners have taken control of the
agenda eversince they cowed down

28 years of King Jigme

Thimphu - The Bhutanese capital saw celebvancns anended by
hundreds of Bhutanese in traditional dress last weekend and
early this week in honour of King Jigme Singye Wangchuk's 28"
jubilee. The king is so deeply admired that his proposals to
relinquish his powers and turn Bhutan into a constitutional
monarchy have been strongly resisted by government ministers.
King Jigme says his priority is bringing his country into the 21+
century without undermining Bhutanese culture. He is fiercely
proud of the country’s Buddhist heritage and is determined that
its wide array of plant and wildiife should be protected from the
ravages of too much tourism.
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E-mail: natraj@vishnu.ccsl.com.np

Social Science Research Council
South Asia Regional Fellowship Program

Second Announcement, June 2002

The Social Science Research Council (SSRC, New York) is
pleased to announce the availability of short-ferm fellow-
ships (3-4 months) for research in any discipline of the
social sciences and humanities related to the theme
iety. Twenty research fellowships are

available for junior and senior scholars from South Asia fo
begin new research, continue ongoing research or write up
completed research. The objective of the SSRC Regional
Fellowship Program is to strengthen links between teaching
and research; the competition is open fo all full-ime
university and college lecturers, readers and professors.
Eligibility is restricted to faculty with PhDs presently teaching
inan accredited college or university in South Asia. Fellows
will be expected fo attend a workshop in January 2003
before they begintheir fellowship period. Junior fellows wil
receive up fo $2,200, senior fellows up to $3,000.
Application materials and more information can be
obtained from: SSRC Fellowship Program, Himal Associa-
fion, Patan Dhoka, thlpur (phone: 542544; email:
d the forms

el org/llovships scubesics
The deadline for receiving applicafions is August 3, 2002.

nothing from the westin return. The o Russia soon, there is a fear that the
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Scientific follies

Science needs a good, healthy
dose gf_t.he hun_1_a'nities

complex. The commaunistlogan “Proletarians ofthe world,unite!” wasinter-

precedby y
In Soviet Russia, Marism-Leninism incurred comparable excess. Everything
hadtodowith thedt \ heoreticins id :

most dangerous border. They've
remained 1mmublk since, mdhn
unstable fact.

the prime minister over Gujarat,
and preveed imromchanging
Narendra Modi

other only up to point withous

against Musims.

India and Pakistan would lkely
have fnished their ifth war by
now had they not been nuclear
powers. Thereissill hope that the
prospect of MAD (Mautually
Assured [ will maintain

‘Theworld would probably not
bother oo muchif Indiaand
Pakistan destroyed each other f they
did notalso threaten to contaminate
dheoilrich world around them. Tn
e past the world has waited for the
their ammunition

the peace, but thercsalso the fear
that somcone may be too mad o
worry about MAD. There are
hisprs rom havkson both sdes

and rewurn to sense, butthe frse
sign of nuclear war camein 1999
when Bill Cilnton informed then
prime minister Nawaz Sharif that

that the nuclear op
tobeused. Ther iscnough

pl
nuclear attack on India dunng the

residual, continu y
make thisa real possibiliy.
Pakistan hasa firststrike policy
thacit docs not hide, and has said
icwillimplement it if India’s forces
succeed ina convenional war. So
Indialoses ifi wins, with
unimaginable consequences when it
recaliacs,

“The present crisis is a continu-
ation of the one in December, but
with significant differences. General
Pervez Musharrafbrought the
temperature down in January wih

Kargl Shairopped hefghting
and ordered Pakistani infiliators to
eturn home. Onc ofthe chicf
architcersof that war was Pervez
Musharra.

Ies safe to assume the antago-
nists will heed advice from abroad
before they pursue more dramatic
options. Reliefcomesa weckata
time on the subcontinent. But the
hreat of war has already inerna-
tionalised the Kashmir problem. 4
(The Asian Age)

Mass killing is being normalised,
and international institutions of

justice are weak

than ever.
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indiffrent. Here, the psychoanalyst ellsme Tam mistaken “In reality” icher
loscorhite Z, and it uncommon hermence oboot. T proofis har forgoe
the umbrella! In this syster
Caillois ironic point was well aken. Psychoanalysis grew into  formidable,
atinelorie bniheab, bt
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First Mum-in-Law

Deshantar, 2 June

Pratibha Rana is a Rastriya
Prajatantra Party leader, and
mother-in-law of Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba.
In an interview with Deshantar, becauseitis th needed
Rana talks about the infighting
in the Nepali Congress and
the role of the prime minister.

How do you feel about the
Prime Ministeris decision to
dissolve parliament and
announce elections? Was his
action appropriate?

There was no way out, apart
from announcing elections.
The prime minister took a very
appropriate step.

The [Congress] party says the prime minister has made a
mockery of the multiparty system election
According to what we read in the papers, the prime minister
informed the party president. When the latter didn't show any
signs of objection, the prime minister registered the pro- We.
posal to extend the emergency with parliament.

People are speculating that there may be a icoupi, a
constitutional coup. Is that possible?

That's laughable. It's like a baby breaking a toy that he didn't
know how to play with in the first place, and then bawling at
his parents. Ever since democracy was established, only the
monarchy has abided by the constitution. The present king
has reiterated that he is a constitutional monarch. Despite
his repeated assertions that he respects the constitution and
multiparty democracy, people say there's going to be a coup.
There can never be a coup in Nepal. A river can't flow up-
stream. Time past doesn't return. The rumours regarding a
coup were started to mislead the people, they were started
by leaders who want to cover up their wrongs. gover

Some say the monarch needs to be more active. Do you
think this is appropriate or necessary?

All the [political] parties have said so. But how active they
mean, | can't understand. This is a country of rumours.
Someone said this! Someone did that! | don't believe in
rumours. Times are changing. If you cannot flow with the
times, you walk the wrong road. There's no possibility of
playing a more active role.

Do you think, contrary to what people say, none of
Deubais ministers are corrupt?
As long as there's no legal proof, we can't say whether or not

they are.

winning cletions to face fai poll.
Wealso nced to putin placeall the

organisation or acivist,the lw
andits keepers,the administration

who is a better strategist?
Both re equally good. Koiralais

: 5

without fear or| hdr.L\\an(

vore for the party of their choice

and fair clections. Und

has paid wothis
case,” saysalocal schoolreacher

clection practicesarc one of the

eds b

reaing hat kindofenvionmen,

factorsthat have brought the
w\ln[ry o this pass, and those

dmmm‘, to be the de

‘makers, Sweet talk alone

n-
nnot

help in this regard, we have to show

our commitment in our actions.

othersin the
ina demoaicsociy.Peole past may backfireon us now. What
himparal | ish the Congress nowis

also, ina manner ofspeaking, the:
resultof such practices. Thellack of
aclean political process within the
partyhasbecnoncfhe major

hatsought
the people’s mandateis also
responsiblefor conducting ree,
impartial lections. Therewill be

nothing more deplorable than ific
isunable o fulflthe commicments

it made. The existence of this

nation will be threatened i, for
any reason, impartial, democratic

are not held. Thatis
why we mustall be vigilant in
this regard.

time. We have to get rd of all
those weaknesses. The country’s

nnotallow the mistakes
of past lections to be repeated this

crisis can come to an end when we

reasonsfor
problems.

Hearthreaking

Biowamitra Khanalin
Gorkhaparra 30 May

Iescemsamazingto think that cven in
thisdayand age peoplecan b clapped
iniron chainsand keptinstables
wherethey cat,secp,and excrete ke
animals. Buc 35-year-old Indraprasad
Agasti (Murar)from Gerkhu VDC
near Bidur, he headquartersof
Nuwakor distric has been made o
livelikethis forcloseto 20 ycars.

sectors. That is what we

setardod. ey timendprd scs

need today to tak
ofthe prese

is. Whoever may

thes vmmM' ds
free, his eyes fill with tears. “If’s been

have caused it, our main probler

murder, terorism, violenceand
actsofooting, The Congress
: ;

today s lack of peace and security.
“The country has been terrorised by

20years since [ have been made o
suffer this torture. Iﬁnmnsommnc
else, hewould |

The parly line

Chalphal, 2 June

ry straight |, and stubborn
to0. But there s no berter leader to
head the Congress,Itis becausc of
him thatour pany i strong,

Who do you think will succced
Koirala as leader of the party?

Thave not:

Bal Bahadur Rai, member of the
disciplinary committee of the
Nepali Congressthat expelled
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deaba.

Asamember ofthe party discipli-
nary committee, would you say the

decision to cxpel the prime:
minister from the party wasan
independentonc, orwasicby the
pry president?

v, hesays Indmprasclsmother
Balkumari Agasisays heatacks
(R

democratic, but it is not so in

ignored the people’sconcerns,

cost. Ieused the communications
mfm\(muur('Andothug«)vun-

practice. It s dictarorial, and i has

motivated asic has been in the past
by the desire to win clections at any

rhc issucon: d\cdlmuon ofthe

befieed. I, too, cannot bear tolook.
atmyson chained ike this, bucwhat
cnldo, wean'takeany moreofhis
behaviou,”she says,lo
son. Thiscorresponden could noe
meetthe fcher.
“Itisn'right o chain him like

sccesortohimin e
Ieadership yet, bue [am optimisticthe
parcywill beable o nurtrea new
leader.

You have been criticised by
panyﬁxnofhzvnzgvay
good academic

THE STORYTELLER AS POET:

RAJAV

ver since Gopal Prasad Rimal broke
E traditional form and wrote poems in

disarmingly simple language, Nepal's poets
have taken up free verse with gusto, not
always with memorable results. Reading the
multitudes of poems being published today, itis
possible to conclude that most of them are mini-
essays (or worse, mini-lectures) with broken
lines. They look like poems on the page, but they
lack rhythm, they lack tonal complexity, they lack

ot

how do you feel about that?
Acadelmcqmllﬁmdons aren’ra]] that
is needed

il and intellectual charge. (For example,
My tears flow at all this poverty/ So much
povery/ Have we 1o heart? would pass as a

andlexdership abilis Aprofesor
hasnever headed thiscountry. One:
hastobederermined toscrve the
peopleand have good moral conduct,
in orderto bea good eader. If
academicqualificaions aught
eadership qualiics o inclvidual,
then how comethe wel-cducated
ministersare involvedin cormuprion? |
mightnothaveacademic qualifica-
tions, but haveall the qualiies
necded tolead the country, and [am
againstallsorof corruption.

Jailed journalist

Edioralin fana dusha,SJune
U

Ambika Bhandari, amember of the

und'dALyufp.lrtl(,uldrﬂumn\
withinits own party. It misused
state machinery
were notimpart

should initate actions to prevent

d past lections

So this time around all sectors

clible. I?sbettrto
leaveamanwhois mentall unstable
free,saysncighbourJayaram Rimal.
“Onewould gocrzychined uplike
i, cven fone weren'tin the firsc
phc Fveclkoohshersbou

Thave fought for multiparty system all my life, Tam not going to stay partyless.

Pot: Party

— Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba in Tarun National Weekly. 3 June

“Tewon’tbreak. I'm sure it won’t break. Don’t you believe me? OK, watch!”

T e 21 Himalaya Times, 2 June

qum,”hudd\ :
NiskumarLamichane arave
ofthe il
spekwith bisfher boutspending
some money tocurehim,he tell usto
norbringupthesabctamymore

Dhankua disrictcommittcofhe
pary, butthe decisonon the NSttt
; A donand ortespondentforJana
independentdicrcon. Weare Aasha hassill o been e six
the disiplinary commiteeisan shevas deined The
cdis polcebrutally totured Bhandari
acivs independent ableand whenshevasakenintocusody fom
) Dhankutaon 16
- December with
onsndundion ourdeeessd | Db
pareyva and then aken to Dhankuta's distit
’ ’ polceoffice, whereshe wasbeaten
Do you think the punhment | G ipesandlicedfordmostcwo
et out 0 W""‘“" hours, undlshe inted. From 17-21
ministe Decermber the polioe kept Bhandari
onthecoldcement oorblindfolded,
mgm:ﬁ;gg:‘ banduffd.Shevas o evengiven
g watertodrink.
What will you do about the Trissid tat Bhandarivas

Tamnotina positon tosay what

artested because shewent o watcha
mass meetingorganised by the
Maoissand absosheltered some
insrges. Ofhepeoplarresd in

What can we do? kindof Dhankuta
tosee him like this.” The: Famllv these ministers yet, but the bottom oo journalistsarestil in detention.
dmnr ena b i cateand journalist
dt d from t party biecttopunish- | Thakur Baralisalso completingsome
stables to the front lawn. et sixmonthsin detention, When
‘Whenever Murariseesa passerby representatives ofthe Internaional
he peers froman eyeholein the Who do you think could have | Red Crosswent o meet them, the
window ofthestables, hopingthey | advised the prime minister on | administration hidallthe poliical
will comeand frec him. Talkingto | his move [to dissolve parfia- | dewinessinastorage room. There
ushe said, “When Isaw you I mentp Do you think his has been much talk about human
thought you must cither be the advisors have the welfire of | tights abuses ona large sa
pu]luurhumm tightsaciviss.” | e nation in mind? iandS

P agency,ora
human rights activis,or even local
di Indraprasad says

Tdon’twant

in publicyet. But s obvious that
theprime ministcris notacing

local intellectuals tell us. They m]k

about how: mumllv unstable

y alone, people,
that he s not mentally unstable, him. And i thehe | pregant and even
and thatifheis freed, hecanbea | hasbeen trapped by those who septuagenarians have been beaten to
‘normal, productive person. want o end dsmoclacv within inches of death.
The conditionsin the stabl uld not People bear physical

morbid. Itistjustthe mosqitocs,

thericksand the bed bugs,but the

fxthar M bastocatand e
akesitso

cre,
haveadvised him o dissolve
parliament.

Don't you think punishing

beatingsand lectrocuion even four
monthsafier thefac. Innocent people
have beenvicimised bysecuriey
forces forallegelybeing Maoist

unbygiricandihumn Noowe | the prime minisier and odher | suppors Ontheomerhand the
cnsforme hesysshovingthe | minisers wil spi the party? | admiviseuion s bosnunableto
marks by ishands. | Th hoare frichful lewho
“Taan'tevensh i would notconsider splitting the | d ]

tocs” Murrtis marredandevenhas | party,ochers mightbreak away ledbythe prospecoffirancilor
adaughter, buthiswife married fromit. The Nepali Congressisa | politcal gain,orsimply from fear of

someone cseand lftheir daughterin
hermaternal horne.
“Thisis the 21 century, people

party with a proud hisory, but e

retribution. This has increased

cannot help i if somebodly vt
oleave,

tionis ot fee from prejucice.

be layered, reso-
nant expressions, suggestive and rich and
compressed; but reading most of today's free
verse, it would seem as though Rimal did us all a
distavour by licensing hoards of slack, flat
doggerel.

Rajav, who is at his best wriing stories, has
taken up the challenge of free verse head-on in
the poem translated below, but without compro-
mising his storytelling impulse. His is clearly a
narrative sensibility; the poem below could have
been written in prose form. Yet the content does
gain by being a poem: there is a comic effect to
many of the line breaks, and the lightness of the
tone is well served by the slight, quick move-
ments of the lines. Indeed, the un-poetic content
and ‘artless' style seem to poke fun at the
stodginess of the verse form. By not taking itself
100 seriously, the poem allows the reader to
relax and enjoy its main offering, which s, in the
end, its story.

A LIFE-THREATENING COLD

Important persons in the office have
come down with colds.

This is why these important persons
are not performing

any work

now.

The important persons

who have come down with colds are
the peon

and

the boss.

As soon as the boss caught a cold

the whole office got into a muddle.

No signs of approval were scrawled on the
files.

No stamps were affixed on the letters.
Lacking the boss's signature

all outgoing letters were halted.

Allvisits ended for those not dealing in cash.
The only thing to leave the boss's room were:
his sneezes: ha-chioo!

Those who asked “What's that?" were told:
“The boss's nose caught a cold.”

Dreadful!

The peon has also caught a cold.

He's shuffing in and out

wiping snot from his nose, sneezing,
bringing the boss drinks of hot lemon

and serving tea to the boss's visitors.

The cold has made no difference to the
peon.

Wiping snot from his nose and

sneezing: ha-chioo!

he continues with the boss’s assignments,
To cure his fever

he came without eating his meal.

He's famished but

this hasn't dampened his zeal.

The cold has affected the office, though.
Office matters aren't moving ahead.

The boss hasn't signed all the letters,
only those that bring him some cash.
The cold has eamed him

atidyincome.

“The boss has caught a cold.
Come tomorrow.

No files will be approved today.
Leave now.

Don't crowd around,”

say the boss'’s emissaries as

they have the papers signed of those
who whisper in their ears about money.
The cold-embattled boss

wipes snot from his nose with cash
and scolds the peon,

“This ass’s cold spread to me.

Oh! How my nose itches!”

Rubbing his nose he

eyes all the papers that bring n no cash.

“Take all these away.

Bring them back another day.
Oho! What | cold I've caught.

It spread to me from this ass.”

Outside, the peon starts bragging,

“I caught the boss's cold.”

Proud at having caught the boss's cold
he pinches his nose and tells everyone,
“The boss passed on his cold to me
What to do?”

Sneezing: ha-chioo!

and enjoying himself

he tells everyone he meets,

“Whatto do?

I'm ruined, | caught the boss's cold.”

Those who overhear him

tell on him to the boss, and

the boss rages like Jung Bahadur
of the olden days:

“What

He says | gave him my cold?
He gave me his cold!
Callhimin!*

The peon s fetched.
Sneezing five times

he offers a humble namaste.
Without acknowledging his greetings
the boss rages:

“| gave you my cold?

This is what you claim?"

“No hajoor,

I haven't said that.

No hajoor,

I haven'tsaid that.

No hajoor,

I haven't said that.

1 haven'tsaid that, hajoor.”

The peon adds,

“Rather, | gave you my cold.”

Then he gets leave from the boss's

room.
And again he starts to feel proud
Pinching his nose and

wiping away the snot

he starts to brag,

“I gave my cold to the boss!"

Pleased at having given his cold to
the boss

he now says, “See, | caught a cold
and passed it along to the boss.”

The boss hears about this too
and again the peon is fetched.
‘The boss rages like a double Jung
Bahadur:

“You gave me your cold?”

“No hajoor.

No hajoor.

No hajoor”

After saying reams and reams of
this

the peon understands all, at last
and says, ‘I don't even have a
cold, hajoor.”

Pleased that his is

ahighly original cold

as befitting his station

the hoss wipes snot from his nose
and after sneezing, snaps,

“I wonder whose cold | caught?”

Now the peon sneezes: ha-chioo!
vigorously wipes snot from his
nose
but never mentions that he's
caught a cold.
Rather he prays in silence:

Kashi,

may | never caich a cold
that proves lfe-threatening to
my employment.
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C|ear politics repeated. We have to challenge arc alkingabouanimal ightsic's | Of Krishna Prasad Bhattarai NEPALITERATURE by MANJUSHREE THAPA ENCOUNTERS by MEGH RANJANI RAI
,,,,,,,,,,, those whoare used to simply ashame that notonc human rights | and Giriia Prasad Koirala,

My brothet-
in-law’s wives

es,she’s like that. She stands with her hands on her hips,
Ypumng away at hand-rolled cheroors called “paper” bought ac
the local pasal at Rs 3 for a bundle of 20.

Shewears Hong Kong nylon saris, pink flowered ones with
metallic gold borders over canary yellow frilled petticoats. She
slings an imitation D&G bag over her shoulder, and wears Chinese
velvet strapped shoes, size 27. She s whipcord thin, but cats cnough
for two and believes n viewing metropolitan Kathmandu perched
precariously on the balcony wall. She s my relative from the village.
Tam the urban sister-in-law. I must now forego my gas stove in the
Kkitchen to cook kilos of rice in smoky wood fire kitchens.

Twho had read of Yeats and Keats must now have to try and find
inspiration in separating chaf from grain, try to visualise those
visitations of the Muse, while she lets out a raucous cackle of
delight at the mechanical gyrations on Channel V. One never stops
learning in the socialisation processes.

Sheis the fifth, the Pyari Kanchhi wife of my brother-in-law.
Shecan charm him and harm him, and cwist him round her licle
callused finger. While I, the modern emancipated woman, figures
out ways to extricate herself from a convoluted relationship, mired
i lberation holog and eminiscosl

She has no hesitation decisions, no dithering, no
il affctaions. She commands the osnr shared partner, the poor
pathetic, anacmic, barren Maili wfe like  brigade commander.
Lucky are the other three who e long dead , hopefully in Valhalla,
who have not tasted the whiplash of her acerbic tongue. She
magnanimously hands out one and two rupee notes to her step-
daughters with a benevolent “a, ke, kini kha'.

Buc she will not lec life be

—
csierfor poor cowering Maili. Wee like to say we
Husband dare not offer a word are a pat“archal

ofxolac:. Should the day ever
come to pass, then is manifes- SOCi€ty, why then

tation of Chandi in it’s truest do we ook dow“

form until she has been

appeased, has her blood with such disdain
at our own?

sactifice in char anni ko
cyarlingor ickets to see
Thalodai, depending upon the incensity of wrong done.

Shewill not let me buy steel utensils for the house, which I in
my naive aliruistic way thought would lessen Maili's drudgery, who
has to torture chapped fingers scrubbing ancestral Manipure thalis
with kitchen ash in the cold waters of the Himal. She says 'l spoil
her. I must learn. [fyou want to asserc your authority you must
always try and mainain your upper hand. Be asserive, otherwisc
youare fated to alife of misery. How docs one grasp these pearls of
wisdom? No more the accommaodating, self-cffacing, devoted and
doting wife. Whercare the gender roles,the divisions of labour and
the power-constructs? i just women vs women. We like to say we
are a patriarchal socicty, why then do we look down with such
disdain atour own?

We discriminate against the childless, barren women and call
them aputali, We look at the widow and ostracisc her, calling her
apshagun. The baby is called alachinna because it's a she. Ifwe
haven talready killed her before she s born by having her
sonographed. Having been born, we load her with the sins of our
mothers, we over work her, do not trcat her cqual to our sons, bring
her down to our downtrodden level and we talk of rights of che girl
child. We lookat the poor relative as someone who can be em-
ployed as potential domestic help, all in the name of charity. How
many of these poor relatives are there who are serving time, in these
family prisons? When will women understand the need to be
understood as women?
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TOWN

FiLM
“ The Dybbuk of the Holy Apple Field Yossi Somer, Israel, 1997. Russian Cultural Centre,
Kamalpokhar, 9 June, 5.30 PM. Inter-Cultural Film Society.

10N

Three Men's Perspective A three-man exmbman of photographic art 9-27 June, 10AM-5PM,
except Saturdays, Park Gallery, Pulchowk. 5

+ Iconographic Calligraphy by Poosapati Pavameshwav Raju. Until 12 June, Siddhartha Art Gallery,
11AM-6PM, except Saturdays. 411122

“ Artof the Past Exhibition of sculptures. Until 12 June, Siddhartha Art Gallery, 11AM-6PM, except
Saturdays. 411122

FOOTBALL

+ Bookie's Bar Watch World Cup games, win free buffets and other prizes with
every maich. Free entrance, everyday at the Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

* Word Cup Football Show Al the World Cup matches on the Summit big

screen. Free Entry. 521810

World Cup Watch St Xavier's alumni watch World Cup matches from quarter

finals onwards on big screen for Rs 240, including free popcorn and a year's

membership at the GAA. Includes the 7 June England vs Argentina match. Al at GAA,

Thamel. 414785

Football on show Posters, national team jerseys, equipment, football newspapers and magazines,

stamps, memorabilia, photographs and lots more. Also surf websites of the Nepal Football Fan Club,

the British Council, and World Cup sites. From 26 May, British Council, Lainchour.

EVENTS

< Skill development workshops Telephone Skills and Welcoming Visitors Workshop 10-14
June, 7AM-9AM, Rs 4,000. Negotiation Skills/Conflict Resolution 11-13 June, 10AM-4PM, Rs 6,000.
eld@wiink.com.np. 524202

< Mike's Breakfast; Cooking in Nepal and then some Book launch of Mike Frame's memoir
published by Mera Publications. Mike's Breakfast/Indigo Gallery, Naxal, 10 June, 7PM.

+ Friends of the Bagmati A group of activities aiming to clean up the Bagmati River. Email
friendsofthebagmatinepal @yahoo.com for details.

+ Namaste Banepa education project is looking for volunteers to provide input and ideas.
wavetex@wlink.com.np.

Music

< Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526

% Down Memory Lane Wednesday nights with Teesta. The Rox Bar at the Hyatt Regency
Kathmandu. 491234

< Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Thamel.
414336

e

DRINK

< Fusion Bar Now open at Dwarika's Hotel. Live blues and jazz music, European ambience. 479488

4 Metre of Malts Single malt exhibition and tasting. Twelve single malts for Rs 999. Evenings, Piano
Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

< Mountain Madness Cocktails, happy hour everyday 4PM-8 PM, two for the price of one at Rs 250.
Kilroy's of Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

D

British Week British speciality food. 2-9 June at Summit Hotel 12.30 PM - 9.30 PM and Patan
Museum Café 1.230PM -4.30 PM. 521810

Monsoon Madness Barbecue every weekend from 6:30 PM onwards at Rs 250. Kilroy's of
Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

The Tharu Kitchen Dikhri (steamed rice dumplings) with special jungle sauces and hot coriander
chutney. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com. 061-25954

Wood fired pizzas at the new Roadhouse Café. Completely redesigned with separate bar seating
and coffee bar. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel.

Weekend Brunch Rs 350 per head, special package available with bowiing. Oriental and continental
lunch or dinner by the pond. 1905 Boardwalk, Kantipath. 225272

Vegetarian Specialties and clay-oven pizzas at Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace, Boudha.
480262

Saturday Live Buffet with unlimited draught beer and live music by the Rusty Nails. The Fun Café,
Radisson Hotel, 11.30AM-2.30PM, Saturdays. 411818

£

£

-

£

B

@

GETAWAYS

< Jolly Jomsom Stopover Package One night, airport/ resort transfers, return airfare Pokhara/
Jomsom. ACAP permit, airport taxes extra. Resident expats $150 per head, Indian nationals, IRs
4,999 per head, Nepalis NRs 4,999 per head, taxes included. Until 31 August at the Jomsom Mountain
Resort, 496110 jmr@soi wiink.com.np

< Overnight and short stay packages at Dwarika's Hotel. Unbeatable prices. 479488

< The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast and
dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

4 Chiso Chiso Hawama with Rusty Nails. Live band every Friday at the Club Himalaya Nagarkot
Resort. Rs 1,500 per person with twin-sharing. For Nepalis and expats only, Club Himalaya Nagarkot
414432, 680083

lFm inclusion in the listing send information o editors@nepalitmes, com]

| WEATHER

by NGAMINDR/

OK, here it comes. The monsoon is stiring over north-
easten India and Burma, which means the rains are now
tight around the corner. The pre-monsoon showers this
week gave us a sign of things to come, but expect
sustained hard rain by 10 June. A moderately strong
high pressure zone over the central Himalaya i the
reason the pre-monsoon troughs played a ug-o-war over
Kathmandu Valley this week. I ooks like the monsoon
winds are the clear winners. The gap between the
maximum and minimum temperatures is now going to
fall 0 ten Celsius, or even single digs.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Non Tue
30-18 i 29-18 2917 27-17 2917

YAK YETI YAK

by MIKU

BOOKWORM
WTO, South Asia and Nepal Dr Shyam K Shrestha and Niranjan Baral

Book Palace, Kathmandu, 2002

R135
The auth fessorar Tribhuvan University and h Industry,
[¢ d Supplics, decilhe main purposcsand taksof the WTO and the Uruguay roundof
ati . i) d d finally, tr: ~L‘Nu| independ-
Lthrough SAARC. for. hetrade body. They sionand 1

usgesions o Nepalssecsion.

Business of Bureaucracy Madhu Raman Acharya
Phulchoki Enterprises, Kathmandu, 1996/2002

nflictand

tiveand organsatonalstructres

Good Governance and. Dcccnmluauon in Nepal Dev Raj Da]\ al, Hm Lpruvand Phanindra Subba

ICKER FOR SOCCER

ythe time you read chis Il
mostof the first week of the

World Cup watching games in
Nepal. Last Friday, | headed out
toa Lazimpat hotl for 4 fancy-
schmancy opening night party. |
was struck by two things. First,
despite the Rs 1,000 ticket, the
room was packed, with hardly an
expatin sight; and second,
virtually everyone in the room
was cheering at the top of their
lungs for underdog Sencgl.

Ies much more common, in
my experience, for spors fans
from countries with poor teams

to root for countrics with great
teams. But Nepalis don’c seem to

Centrefor Good G ith Friedrich-E! ; Kathmandu, 2002

Rs200

Tt th il al fgood 1d detail

d “They proposeatypol fefond
q palspoliicl Jself

work with Jon i dpolcyoptonsfor decentlisaion

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Flowerlovers don't miss our special FUCHSIA
exhibition!1! More than 60 new and very beautiul
varieties of FUCHSIA, fecently imported from
Europe, are on sale now, fo the first time ever in
Nepal. Only at THE BISHALNAGAR NURSERY, tel
431797, five min from Bhatbhateni Supermarket,
two min from Bishalnagar Chowik (tum right and
downhil,

Landrover Defender 110 1990, 146,000 kms. Duty
not paid. Price negotiable. Contact 521105
between 10AM-12 noon,

House to let Sitapaila Heights, 5 min. from Ring
Road, 15 min. from Lincoln School. Big compound.
Western style five bedrooms, two bathrooms.
Servants' quarters. Motorable road. Ring 356 074,
981030322 for Hari, Shanta, Sanju or John.

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and break-
fast, transport both ways, three-course gourmet
dinner. Rs 1,440 or $19. For reservations fing
441494, 680006

House for rent Ground floor: iving room, kitchen,
dining room, one bathroom. First foor: master
bedroom vith attached bath, one bedroom,
bathroom, pantry. Second floor: one becoom with

attached bath, store, lobby. Third floor: terrace and
laundry room. Location: Galfutar. Tel: 412094,

+ Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at Baudhanath
+ Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and terraces with

= views of stupa and Himalayas. International vegetarian
* specialties, pizza from clay oven, ice cream, soft guitar
« tunes on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on

* Special events on full moon. Open daily 11AM-

+ 8.30PM. 480262.

d Steakhouse not the “fongest
first”or any other superlaive. Just a relaxed,
easy-going bar and restaurant with the coldest beer and
Juiciest steaks this side of the moon. By the Kathmandu
Guest House. 433043

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant and
Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15 percent
off season discount

Reflexology Stressed orfred after a fong day on your
feet? Uplit your spiris fiom your toes up.
Emal: buddhasfeet@yahoo.com of fing 425-931

For sale Kawasaki Caliber Chroma. Just 4,000 km,
perfect condtion. Ring 535920 or email
kaziba@hotmail.com

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today

BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Autelt {ar
BBC At &av

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Te

+977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

world champion
France as much as Argentina,
Brazil and England. The lone
goal, by Senegal, was toal slop
and France was extremely unlucky
o hit the posts and crossbar
several times, buta win is a win
and the shirt-and-tie crowd at the
party was more than happy to
spend acouple hours shoutingac
the big screen in support of
Sencgal. Karna Thapa, an
educational consultant from
Kathmandu, was na philosophi-
cal mood after the

France s vry powerfuland even
they can lose a game. Every team
has to keep improving; no one
knows what will be tomorrow.”
Laterin the weekend, I went
to Kathmandu University's
student canteen to watch the

Foothall and the Nepali mind

Argentina-Nigeria march with
about 50 malc undergraduates.
1 i certainl

qualifying for the finals, buta few

of the exuberant fans I spoke with
were much i

different—Friday night’s uni-
formed vaiters replaced by a
backroom kitchen staff,and trays
of hors d'ocuvres and whisky
swapped out for nstitutional-
sized vats of daal bhaacand short-
orders of cgg chowmein. And all
the students were vociferously
supporting the heavily-favoured
South Americans.

Many of the students scemed
focused on waching the game to
improve their own football skills:
During the game, I heard “luv-ly
pass” more than any other
comment, which is exactly what
these guys say incessandly when
they're on the foorball ficld
themelves. Bu there was il
plenty of flag-waving (Argentina’s
sky-bluc and white sripes) and
chanting: “Ar...Gen... Tina
Ar...Gen...Tina!”

KU is holding exams this
month, and Umesh KC, 20, from
Bancpa, says he’s tying to sal e
his school year by watching only
the matches of Brazil, Argentina,
England, France, and Ity (which
el means he's booked forover
40 hours of TV time this month).
Regardlcss,his studics are taking
abeating, “[Saturday] [ watched
football all day and I had a mah
st today,” he said. “I passed,
but thac'sall.”

Butas addicted as these
Nepalifans are, | wondered if
things wouldn'c be 10 times
worse if their own national team
werein the tournament, Ina
recent editorial, the Kachmandu
Postsuggested that it might take
something like 50 years before
Nepal could makea good run at

they could sce it happening within
8-16 years.

Anyappearancein the finals
would, of course, bea huge boost
to Nepal’s national pride. Every
timea World Cup comes around,
the sports sociologists roll our of
the background to talk about how
football i the primary vehicle
through which modern nations
express nationalism, and if Nepal
werc competing his month I'm
surewe'd all watch their matches
and scream our heads offin hope
from beginning to end.

Even though they're nor,
another pet theory of the sociolo-
gist i that football reams
sublimate and express certain
clements of national character—
and we already have considerable
cvidence to support this one. Not

saying

sacisficd with the one football
federation most countrics bumble
alongwih, Nepal has owo. They
have different presidents, cach of
whom scems (o spend an inordi-
natcamount of time making sur

that his or her camp is the one
thatis officially recognised by the
rest of the world, rather than
developing the game.

One Nepali fan [ spoke to
speculates that national character

Syakar Company Ltd
Jyoti Bhawan, Kantipath Kathmandu

by BILL BREWSTER

anvaan

oS

might manifestirselfin absurdicy
onthe field of play—lefc backs
would pass only to lef
midfielders, and right midfilders
would look to set up only the
rightwing, And both camps
might plot to bring down the
team by scoring deliberate own
goalsin an attempt to remove
the keeper—whois the one
player of whom there can be only
one—and install someone of
their particular ideological
stripe, evenif that person i in
factan inferior choice. Sound
familiar?

(Bill Brewster, an Ameri-
can living in Dhulikhel,
provides Nepali Times
readers with a weekly
football World Cup column
from Japan and Korea.)
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Man of t

n che studio now I have Bhaichung Bhutia, and we
I are watching the Brazil vs Turkey match. Tell me,
Bhaichung, was thata performance by Rivaldo
orwhae

Bhaichung: “Well, Gary, o be honest, I couldn't
agreeless.”

“Thankyou Bhaichung, Now, back o Ibarai, Run,
Ravaldo, run. Can Rivaldo run? Yes, Rivaldo can run. Can
Rivaldoact? Yes, Rivaldo canact. Act, Rivaldo act. Now, sce
Rivaldo collapadat dreoormes flag. chutcine hi oo

e match

goals. I this day andage how can you susin viewer
interesevitha gamein which, on average, thercisonly
one goal per match? (Exceptifthe Saudisare paying,)
Herearesomenvays o gec more gosintoa games
. Double thevidthofthe goalposts
ot s

keepers.

2

3. Allow offsides.

4. Increasthe number ofplayers on cach side fom 11
56,

rollingin agony after Hakan Unsal Kicked the bllnto his

5. Reduce the ball i tennis ball.

leg.See Korean referee Kim Young-Joo give Unsalthe red
card. Rivaldo docsn'tdeserve o be banned fom the World
Cupforthe next five games, he deservesan
Oscarfor Best Actorina Leading Role.
With allthese celbridesrunning
aroundalloverour TV screens fora
month rying o pretend that they are
moraally injured, icis sometimes
diffultotell he difference
beoween the Foorball World Cup
and theannual Oscars Butwith
allhe other world vents competing for
atention, ichas become mperacive for FIFA
o try to dosomething to make football
lessboring, This ime, for insance, the
World Cup came within eyeball-to-
cyeball and a hair's breaddh of being
upstaged by an India-Pakistan nuclear
exchange, andin Nepal by the fise
ascentofa major Himalayan peak
without oxygen bya Lifin
motorcycle climbing alpine-seyl.
FIFA's Governing Body, beinga
democracy, isalso distracted by ts
own poliicking, threats ofasplic
within the uling poliburo,
allcgations of cormupion, vore-buyingand rumours
ofacoup. Butit must ise above these pecty governance

anditwould notbeinconceivable to havea
Brail-China match withascore of 43-
21. More goals lso means more tme
o have commercial breaks, which
means there il be enough sponsors
tohave the World Cup everyyear
instead of every fouryears.
“Theaotherthing that lows foorball
downis the ule that you can only hit the:
ballwith your footor your head. Lookat the
Americans, they ook boring gume, changed
dheshape oftheballfrom a round objectnto
someching resemblinga near-carthasteroid
soitwould bounce much more crazily,and
henallowed Thai-style boxing, wresting,
and hand-o-hand combatinthe ied.
Soccer,in comparison, isasissyand
awkovard game because layers are banned
from using their god-given hands. FIFA has
madeastart by considering legalising hooliganism
inside the D-arca, buc chis s only a small firsc
step. The nextbigstepis havea tournament
with mixed tcams with men and women, and
alloweverythingin the ficld except kicking,
Yes, Bhaichung, you wanted tosay
something?
Bhaichung; “Iwant o know why [ have to
wear hissuit, Not only i  ight around the armpits,
but ook likea total dork.”
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