You ain't seen nothing yet.
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I Nepali Congress would end
instability and focus the minds
of politicians to restoring peace:
and governance, think again,

Expect even uglir scencs as
two Congresses grapple for the
party's four-star flg, s powerful
symbol (trec), and the party
name. What s surprising is thac
the climax of this epic battle
appears to be completely removed
from the country’s present cris
Thereisa disconnect. This makes
the Deuba-Koirala feud even
more surrcalstic, The Maoists
themselves are quier, and don’t
scem to sce the point in over-
throwing a government thatis
busy overthrowing sclf.

Strings attached

A five-member Nepali team that
includes the prime minister's vife,
Arzu Rana, is in London this week
to ask donors for over $1 billion in
development, rehabilitation and
miltary aid. Itis not a pledging
conference, but aid agencies want
to hear that the government is
serious. Donors say they are
convinced Nepal needs aid, and
are willing to give the money, but
have doubts about governance.
They are walting for signs like the
trimming down of the 37-member
cabinet, launching a serious anti-
corruption drive and legal action
against top high-profile bank
defaulters. These are tough
demands on a partyless govern-
ment facing elections, but it
really doesn't have a choice.

Trmay tak hs for the

place, we havea constirutional
cisis which King Gyanendrawill
have to unavel.

Suddenly, Deuba s not as
strongas he once scemed, and he
appears to have banked a bit too
much on the supporcof the
international community, Ofthe
clected 18 Central Working
Committee (CWC) members,
Deuba has been able to take only
six. He thought mediators Ram
Chandra Poudel and Mahesh
Acharya were on his side, but gota
rude shock when they defected.

"Tillthis week, state media was
still giving glowing accounts of
the prime minister's party takeover.

CWCmember Narahari Acharya
tried to patch-up ill the lase
momenton Tuesday. He told us:
“Deuba shouldn’t have taken the
legal path, icwill make it more
diffcule for him once thisis over.”
“There oo sill oo many i
‘Whatif the Election Commission
freczes the disputed parcy symbol
and flag? What f it reaches a
decision only after the deadline for
registering a new party has passed?
When will the Supreme Court
finish hearing four different
lawsuits with 36 lawyers arguing
and only four-hour session daily?
Whatintiguesoncx-
ministeishow Deuba, known

Supreme Courtand the Election
Commission to decide on how the
53-year-old party’s spoils should
bedivided. Till that happens,
everything clse will be on hold.

Firse, che Election Commis-
sion has to decide which is the
legitimate Nepali Congress:
picking between Koirala'segally
clcted party bodyand Deuba's
hurriedly cobbled together team.

“The EC will probably decide to
reinstate the Girija Congress
leaving Deuba with no party with
which to contest elections. The
deadline o registera new parcy
endson 10 July.

How could things have gotso
nasty? A bricf recap:
© May 1999: Nepali Congress
winsa majorityin Parliament. KP
Bhattarai i prime ministerand
bringsin sidekicks. Koirala immedi-
atclybegins needling him.
© March 2000: Koirala engincers
Bhattarai's cxicand insealls himself
as prime minister. KP gets Deuba
o challenge Koirala.  and is
defeated.
o January 2001: Deuba tries
again,is defeated and s drubbed
by Koirala again at the Pokhara
Convention.
o June 2001: royal massacre, a
new Maoist offensive.
@ July 2001: Koiral resigns aficr
faling to get Army to retaliate
against Maoists in Holler.
© August 2001: Deuba gets
Maosts to agrce to truce and talks.
@ November 2001: Maoists break
truce,attack Army in Ghorahi.
® 22 May 2002: Party brass orders
Deuba nor o cxtend theemer-
gency,who

x .l
Q. Should King Gyanendra be more
assertvetorestore poliical stabily?

Totalvotes; 1780
Westy el Pl 10 o e oo repaines o
rate Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
performance inthe current political cisis?

by gerting the king to dissolve
parliamentand cal for lections.
Party expels Deuba for three years.
e 16 Junc: Deuba convenes
“party convention”, re-writcs
rules,cxpels Koirala as president
and instals himselfas head of
rump Congress.

And that's where Nepal now
stands with clections for 13
November, though few believe it
will befull,free and fir. The
Maosts have been strategising and
have sent signals they don’t want
clections. And if the polls can't take

asanindecisive prime minister who
has been sicingon ten ambassado-
tial appointments, hurriedly decided
o dissolve parliament within two
hourson 22 May. “Don’task me
whois pulling Deuba'sstrings,”the
minister told us. The answer may lic
i the joke that was being whispered
atthe Birendra Convention
Centre this week: Q: “What s the

name of Deuba's faction?” A:
“Royal Nepali Congress.”

One man hasn't spoken up et
patrarch KP Bhatarai. Can he sl
pulla rabbic out
of his hat?
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, BREAK GLASS

n the current politically charged atmosphere, one reality is self-evident:

almost no one is playing by the rules. Internal party rules are being bent by

this or that faction, underground Maoists operate as outlaws, even constitu-
tional provisions are being challenged.

In this legal limbo of the state of emergency, there are actually very few
rules. And those that exist pertain to what you can't do, rather than what you
can. Most rights of individual citizens are on hold. This is when the truth
becomes subversive to those who have a lot to hide. Yet, it needn’t be.

War strategists have long held that information—believable and credible
information—is a weapon to win the battle for public opinion. There is a whole

STATE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL

Home among Muslims

The communalism

SUGA (Mahottari District) — When the
destination i home, even a shortjourney is
far oo long, The day trip from Kathmandu
o Jaleshwar s indeed long in time and

o anywhere near his kitchen. This comment
exposes the ugly intolerance beneath the
surface of thissecmingly olerant socicry. If
youare Muslim, don't efuse the offer of an

spaces it tak han cight hours in a
run-down bus that rocks and rolls through
nine of Nepal's 75 district.

‘Monsoon Nepal rushes past the window:
in Naubise farmers dressed in colourful
clothes e planting paddy, in Bharatpuric

subject they teach at war schools on information warfare. pag: , they
tell you, is effective only when it doesn't sound like propaganda.

The biggest asset of the government in this time of emergency is its near-
monopoly on information. However, it is very easy to make this monopoly
futile—by a self-perpetuating perception that official information is not plausi-
ble. Itis not incredible, therefore, that news today lacks credibility. You'd have
thought that our info-mandarins would have learnt from the mistakes of the

isalready harvest time for another varicty o
Dhanusha farmers in drab dhor
busy irigating their fields to transplant ice.
Our buses were ramshackle,butiissilla
beautiful country out there.
“The irs stop afier the bus
Kathmandu s sually Dharke. The eshop

rice,

past, but no such luck. Going by the coverage of the cuvrent part
feud, the official media is behaving like the

owner -ty]

f the.

And then there is the Defence Ministry's daily faxed slalemems to me
media. Most of its contents are probably
true, but they lack the presentation that
lends them credence. It is not what is said,
but how it is said—either the sterile daily
listing of war dead and captured material,
or television pictures of piles of decom-
posed corpses so gruesome that the
footage shocks even the battle-hardened.

The result is that a sceptical public,
conditioned by 30 years of unfreedom,
focuses on what is not said rather than on
what is said.

There could be nothing more wasteful
than this squandering of the public trust
when that trust is a vital hearts and
minds tool.

More than six months after the imposi-
tion of the state of emergency, it is
becoming increasingly clear that the
government (or what is left of it) needs to
show greater media savvy. We don't
expect it from the Maoists, since we know
that they are for totalitarianism, all or
nothing. They have proved time and again
that the punishment for disagreeing with
the party line is banishment to the gulag of
the hereafter. It is logical, therefore, that
anyone fighting the Maoists must be
against totalitarianism and on the side of
democracy and a free press. We cannot
use their tactics.

Banning the truth doesn’t make it
disappear. Free speech is not truly free if
you are only allowed to say nice things.
The government may not like what the media
says, but it must protect our right to say it.
Otherwise, what are we fighting for?

hat the food at hs catery is
“pure’ as he doesn'tallow “Mussalamans” to

ly priced platc of meatatany
Mugling eatery—you run the risk of being
faunted that halal . The fue

us from across the border is pmsomng the tarai.

then many Dhobis from our village have set
upshopsat Jaleshwarand Janakpur. On
Saurdays, hey sip borded soft drinks at the
neighbourhood shop while the others il ac
the Dhobi Pokhari

During my hildhood, we never

of che dalit s bad enough, butthe loc of
Nepali Muslims is ven worse, as Dr
Krishna Bhattachan rightly observed ata
recent mecting. Even their existenceis
increasingly being questioned.

Tewasn'talways so. Nepal's Muslim
population is not very large, just undera
million, but up from 650,000 ten years ago.
Thereis controversy about the accuracy of
census figures, but the fact remains that the
number of Muslims isa very small percent-
age of over 23 million Nepalis. They are
across the arai, but can even be found in
some hill districtslike Kathmandu
and

n Suga, we know our Mussalmans more
by their castes than their religion. On the
western fringes of the village,the cluster of
houses belongs to Jolahas—the weavers.
Machine-made cotton putthem ou of
business long ago, and our generation of
Jolahas never gor a chance to run the loom.
They made a living share-cropping, bue
hese daysitis the remitcances from West
Asia, Gujarat and Punjab that sustains most
families. A pucca mosque has replaced the
spotlessly clean thatched-hut that I played
around as a child, but there s no sign of the
Ol Money that the Indian media never tires
of alking about.

Acthe northeast fringe of che village,
dhere s another mosque n the Dhobi Tole
Thisoois now puce,butche madrasaisa

her

thought chat our
Ja[ah.\ or Dhobi neighbours,cxcep the fact
tha the better off among us wore more
expensive clothes, Village fesivals were
almostall common. I remember going
around the vilage with the Tazia procession
every year shouting “Ha Hussain”"to mark
the martyrdom of the grandson of the Holy
Propher, Once | had to fike a Hindu name
for my Muslm friend to enable him get the
tasty prasad from a Hindu templein
Janakapur. Butin our house, Muslims were
always welcome for what they were.

The difference of religion rose with the
Emergency in India, and iseffects spilled
over to the our side ofthe border. Itwas in
this period that the Muslims came to be
looked down upon by the powerful people
on both sides of the borderand the
difference berween tvo communitics sarted
o surface. My participation in Tazia
processions came to an end with the riual
sacrifice of a rooster and the presentations of
aceremonal turban toa long dead Suf.

“These days Salam, the traditional mode
of Muslim salutation, has been gentrified
into the more relgious As-salam-wale-kum.
“The benign Ram Ram grecting has now
become a defiant Jai Sri Ram. There isa
process of Arabisacion thatis urning,
Muslims into Islamists, while saffronisation
is transforming Hindus into
Hindutwabadi. The communalvirus from
acros theborder i dowly poisoning the

ramshacklea
recite “Alif Be-Te” at mc wp aﬁheu
voices. No sign of “foreign-funding” here
cither, and che only reason the poor
prefer o send their children to
Madarassa s the fac that these schools
have flei-time. Normal schools run
according toaset routine and make
noallowance for the children who
have to help their parents at work.
Afewreturnees from the Gulf
have turned entrepreneurs and runa
Public Call Offce,a ailoring shop,
and agrocery. Other than thar,the
poverty in Dhobi Tole s as pervasiveas
in the adjoining Chamar Tole. Clients

the arai, This
ivilsational hubris has turned devout
Hindusinto Hindurva zcalots and god-
fearing Muslims into hard-boiled Islam
Cultureisalmostalways inclusiveand
toleran. The challenge before us s to once
again reassert the inherent unity in the

enshrined in Clause 11 of The Constitu-
tion of The Kingdom of Nepal is perhaps
che only way of creating more effctive social
harmony.
Nepalisa “Hindu and Constitutional
Monarchical Kingdom” butall s people
imespetiv ofeligon,rce, casteor

tribe, coll

OPINION

Cheques and balances

There is no alternative to the rule of law. Only a functioning parliament can check

holdineel inth

hesearei d difficule imes.

T Hereisabreakaway faction of the
ruling party that held a poliical

gathering thatic clled a “convention”,

situation. Nor did we ever think thatamid-

term election would offera solution to the

Theg Csf inavery
fragile state. Only with serct financial
disciplineand prudent managerment, were

¥ Lsensed
oedd

the deficitand ensure

declared t party president,
and along the way violated every rule in the
book. The official media was used to ustify
and defend this action, to mislead and
misinform the public, The abuse of state:
machinery to cocrce those who did notagree
may be an indication of what liesahead.
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has,
foraslong s I have known him, been a man
with democrati credenials. How these

was decply d
“The country was headed on a serious
and uncertin polmu] iy, and there

biliy, thus keeping
international confidence and support. The
price tag of the clections willchrow the

House
andanouncing; e
couldn’t be held, and even the recent school
exams were confined o districcheadquarers.
Seckinga fresh mandate, therefore,juse
didn’t make sense. Armed groups rule the
countyside,no poltcal pare s bl o

“The Royal Nepal Army has been doinga
splendid job milcarly in weakening the
Maoists, but the problem of terorismisfar
from over. The army should have been
allowed to continue with the momencum
they have ained,buthei primary

Il have to be diverted to

things are happening under his leadership, 1 hold publi

cannotexphin. headquarters, there is nofree movement of
Incheabsenceofafunconingparin-  peopleandil i have been curaled.

men, parli jttees,andother  Disarming the Maoists s the “Then thereis th

checksavailable in normal times these goings-
on pusdoscl, thpenadundtmdemnr

provide security to candidates, polling
booths, elction personnel and vorers.
g Fihe Nepali

tion to holding free and fair elections.
Thz economic burden of general
! more scary. The direct

dealvith the pmb]cm oftetorism,buctheaxe
isfallingsomewherecle.

“The dissolution of the House cameasa
completc surprisc o us.Asa mater of fct,
e had noeven !

costs o the election in 1999 was about Rs
600 million, including sccurity. This time,
with the added cost of security and the

Congress splitand who gets to carry the flag.
Wetried our best o preventa formal splic
in the party by reconciling government with
party. We had also proposed a small, well-
balanced, and clean government. The patch-
up formula included a face-saving way for

Election Commission the November polk

cussed Y

people wa
their clothes at home these days, but

che nation” are

equal. ¢

le Iwas in government. We
never foresaw such a situation, and could

will cost th more than Rs 3
billion. With the present sate of the
cconomy, we just cannor afford it

the p o express egret for
dissolving the house, in recurn for which the
party would withdraw s expulsion order.

We made some progress, but everything fell

potential abuse of authority during the emergency period.

apartat the last moment because neither
side was willing to give in. L seill have not
lost hope of a party unification, although
now icvill be more diffculcand time-
consuming, There will bea placefor cvery-
bodyin the party to work with digity,
including Mr Deuba.

“Thereis no doubt thatthe Election
Commission will award the Congress
election symbol to the party led by Girija
Prasad Koirala. Prime Minister Deuba just
docs not have the legitimacy to be party
president. [Fhis faction was o get the party
symbol or cven fthe Election Commission
decides o freeze the symbol to favour him,
icwould bea mockery of ustice and the
rule of law. And that would indicatea
serious threat to the democratic process.

“This country now nds o create new
space wallow democratic institutions o
regenerate. The influnce of wrongelements
inpolitcsat the party el has becn the

by RAM SHARAN MAHAT

by one year during extraordinary circum-
stances like these. Clearly, the constitution
rulesout clections under an cmergency
situation. The only body to monitor and
checkon the abuse of authority duringan
emergency period is the parliament. Itis my
hope and belif thar the courcwill order the
testoration of the House of Representatives.
Only f this docs not happen wil lections
be an option. And i it comes to that we have
o choice bt o go to the people.

“Thereare some who would not e averse:
toa benevolen authoricy figure to ensure
developmentand better governance. But i
the present trend continues hings can get
much worse unles there is proper account-
ability, necessary checks and balances, and
parliamentary oversight.

Letus be clear:there s no alternative to
the ruleof aw. Thereis no alrernative to
civil rights. There is no alternative to a
functioning pm].mncm Thereis noakermive

main factor leading to Y
and high cormuprion. Partyleaders have
politcised institutions, and created fiefdoms
of power brokers in political parties. Only
strong political will, enlightened leadership
and statesmanship can deal with ths,
“Thereare several ways outof the prescnc
mess, Thereisa possibilcy thac parliament
will be restored and there ae strong legal
and constitutional arguments for this. The
constitution provides that the lfe of the
House of Represcntatives can be extended

wothefull dcivil ights.
Allthese nsinationsbouta oyl ke e
tidiculous. His Majesty the Kingisavery
enlightenedand well meaning monarch
commiteed o thepresent constiution.
Democracy will prevalin theend, and for this
ourdemocratic nsiturions vl have to be
vibrantand efective once more.

(Ram Sharan Mahat was Finance
Minister in the Deuba cabinet and

resigned on 23 May.

At the all-party mass meeting

NEPALI CONGRESS campaigned against Kishunjiin the

“You ain't seen nothing yet." K i and I
(#99) was a flashback to the defeated him.

past three years of drama in the Immediately after he became

Nepal Congress. But you may Prime Minister, Girijababu dis-

need to look further back to the  missed six senior ministers of the

would getan absolute majority.
The result in 1995 was a hung
parliament and Sher Bahadur
Deuba as prime minister. But

asting that he

UNITY Y

I'don’t mean to sound like a
communalist, but communalism
o casteism are what seem to
prevail in Nepal, going by the list

recently, the

the grounds of it being anti-

president of a national party was
not allowed to speak in Hindi on

nationalist. The incident throws up

are similar to India. This is pseudo-
nationalism.

Alarge section of pahadis
have found it difficult to accept
madhesis as an intrinsic part of
Nepal. This discrimination has

people of all hues and walks of life  Khumjung. Members of the commu-  NOTAMUSED
nity forest user group say that they
have already counted 4,000 logs
going towards Namche. When they
tried to stop the porters, they were
threatened. But the women from

to live in harmony, and accept
each other as Nepalis.
Prashant Jha,
Delhi University

Generally Puskar Bhusal's
columns are of high quality based
on pragmatic reasoning and logic.
However, his “Pervez's letter to
Sher Bahadur” (#99). The crude

hold name in Nepal because
peoples of South Asia have
appreciated his charismatic
leadership qualities, his direct and
forthright approach and the
courage to face even the most

that the country can march

ment, and prosperity.

would like to see Nepal coming
out of the current difficulties so

towards real progress, develop-

Kamal Ahmad,

should be the perpetual effort of
the government to impart rays of
hope and induce positive attitude
to its people. This implies quite
obviously that in order to guide
the nation, considerable

MIN BAIRACHARYA

restoration of democracy 12
years ago for causes of today's
events. Kishunji almost flaw-
lessly handled the first two
years of interim government and

“Kishunji camp” on the advice of
his stalwarts, who also managed
to cripple the bureaucracy by
sacking thousands of civil
servants. In retaliation, Kishunji's

Girijababu became restless and
unseated Deuba too.

Inthe last election,
Girijababu announced publicly
that Kishunji would be prime

of new secretaries. Every time
the government announces
appointees, political or other-
wise, | look to see if there is
wider representation from

complex questions concerned
with the core of Nepali nationhood
and democracy. What s a nation?
The essence of nationalism in
these countries lies in “unity in

made it difficult for madhesis to
reach decision-making posts in the
higher echelons of the govern-
ment. Just look at the figures: only
two SP's and one SSP in the police

o | really wonder why people
think the monarchy is Nepal's great
saviour? What have we gained
over the past centuries besides
poverty, illiteracy and serious

the surrounding villages forced
about 400 logs to be confiscated
and stored with the community.
Itis apparent that the demand
for timber for new construction in

sense of humour was missed by
most people in Nepal who asked Pushkar should understand the
for confirmation from us if the difference between a referendum
President of Pakistan had actually ~ and el id equating the
written such a letter to the Nepali  two different political terminology.

difficult situations. By the way Mr First Secretary (Press and

Culture) Embassy of Pakistan

sacrifice by imposing a positive
check on the media becomes
very essential. Considering all
the differences, one thing that
should be borne in mind is that

Jane Elizabeth Kirtley's view

managed to give us a fine camp abstained from a crucial minister if his party won. Voters Nepal's ethnic diversity. | look at diversity’—a common sentiment belong to southern Nepal. Only social problems? It is only the Namche and Khumjung is driving Prime Minister. Itwould have been  As Nepal's well wishers we (“Journalists reduced to being the line drawn is bound to be
constitution. But in the very first  vote in parliament, which com- believed him, and Kishunji the current list of ambassadors. that binds people in spite of eight of the country's 75 CDO’s Nepali people who can save the  this trade, and that the logs are much better if the contents of the government mouthpieces”, #99) much lower in our context than
election, p it to call for mid- by prif But and CDOs, and check how differences. This implies that are madhesis. While there is one country by developing t, educating  coming from outside the park letter had appeared in the form of regarding the media in Nepal hit thatin the USA.
jjababt trying to bring y gar, Rai, Limbu, speaking in Hindi in Nepal school for every 100 households th ) 'd mak I because illegal. This  an article akistan-Nepal the bull's eye. However, the 1A Pi, by email

him down from the very next ‘Tamang, or Gurung. Sadly, their strengthens national loyalty by inthe hills, the tarai belt has only democracy work. demand rises during the monsoon  relations. This would have question of raising the standards

day. Hi i is almost nil, integrating people who speak (hIS one school for 400 households. K Timsina, by email because itis the lean tourist prevented the paper from drawing of Right to Information Act is.

and the whole saga was What did the 30 years of so language into Among 15 disadvan- season, and that is when most of  in the Head of another country in debatable. The In Lhakpa Sherpa’

repeated when he resigned and called suited-to-the-soil accepting the principle of diver- taged groups, 11 are from the tarai. SAGARMATHA NATIONAL PARK  the renovation is done. As the Nepal's domestic situation. You media warfare without the National Park (99), it was then

Deuba took over last year. So Panchayat regime and over a sity. Then there is the perception Pahadis need to shed their Nature may be protected in community showed, local action must give credit to your leaders. platform of development canhave  prince Gyanendra who, in

last week's drama was only decade of democracy bring for of nationalism among Nepalis. Is anti-tarai attituds National Park (#99),  can stop the smuggling. The timber  for home grown actions and both positive and negative 1973, committed to the intera-

the latest in this long story of
back-stabbing. Whether the

the Tamangs and other ethnic
groups? Absolutely nothing. Are

our unity and patriotism so fragile
that it will be shattered if someone

national consolidation and greater
participation of tarai people in

but | would like to draw your
attention to the massive timber

buyers in Namche must also realise
thatitis their demand that is

response to various internal
compulsions and also by the same

results, generally more tilted

tional community in Bonn to
towards the latter. As Kirtley

declare Sagarmatha a national

split in Congress was good or they not part of mainstream speaks in a language that might national affairs. This must be done poaching going on in outside the. destroying forests elsewhere. You logic hold them accountable for says, “Freedom of information park.
bad, only time will tell. But it is Nepal? When will we have true not be spoken by the majority ‘with utmost care so that the park boundary. Last month, can'tban logging, but timber the perceived failings rather than laws can also have perverse
obvious to many neutrals like national integration? To a large population? There is a false pahadi-madhesi divide doesn't go walking from Phakding to Lukla, | resources can be managed shifting responsibility for Nepal's effect...” and more so if the © “Bhairav Aryal’

me that Girijababu is more
responsible than Deuba for
undermining the Nepali
Congress.

Name withheld on request

extent, the long-term solution to
the Maoists or similar problems
lies in addressing the griev-
ances of various ethnic groups.
Prakash, by email

perception that to be a good
nationalist, one has to be anti-tarai
and alienate that section of the
nation because their distinct
habits, language and way of life

deeper and break Nepal's fragile
socio-political stability. But the
silence of the major political parties
about this discrimination is
deafening. Nationalism requires

saw about 40 porters carrying
long timber logs toward Upper
Khumbu. The timber was from
Ponya forest in Jubing VDC and
being sold in Namche and

current malaise to a country that
does not even have geographical
contiguity with Nepal.

Yesitis true that General
Musharraf has become a house-

recipient mass is swayed easily.
The quest of the media to sell the
story to the citizens of one of the
poorest nations in the world can
spark pessimism quite easily. It

(Nepaliterature, #99), was part
one of a two-part piece. The
next instalment will appear in
#101.

responsibly and in a sustainable
manner.

Pasang Gelzen Sherpa
Pema Choling Forest User
Group, Solu-Khumbu
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RAMYATA LIMBU
“A husband will now have to
submita writcen application and
getapproval to have sex with his
wife!

“A man will now have to beg for
sexin his own home.”
“Awife can now send her
husband to jail on a whim.”

he headl

One small step for womankind

mutual understanding, and
nowhere give a husband the
leeway to inflict inhuman acts
such as rape upon his wife.

“We filed the perition afier
several women approached us
complaining that their husbands
were forcing them to have sexual
relacions,” says lawyer Sapana
Pradhan Malla of the Forum. As

and comments in the Nepali media
afie the 3 May Supreme Courc
ruling that martial sex without
the wife's consent should be
considered rape.

he judgement came in
response to. petition filed in July
2001 by the Forum on Women,
Law and Development, and is
widely welcomed by activist
groups,although a conservative
and male-dominated public has
tried to ridicule . Ina 15-page
judgement relcased last week the
Supreme Court sresscs that
Hindu religious texts highlight
conjugal harmony bascd on

10 charges could be made on
those grounds since there was no
law, legal activists collaborated
o presenta test case in court.
“The court has dirccted parlia-
ment to amend the present rape
laws to reflect the ruling.

Malla admits there has been
some mockery of the Supreme
Court ruling, but says the news
isn'tall bad. “Apart from a few
cartoons ridiculing the judge-
ment, and some write-ups
arguing chat it undermines
Hindu social and religious values
and threatens social harmony,
most of the feedback has been
positive,” she says.

“The judgement has ad-
dressed the root cause of the
problem—that patriarchal values
derive their authority by
controlling sexualiy. Recognis-
ing rape within marriage asa
crime s the firststep. The
sccond step is to amend the law
[regulating rape] and to get it
passed in parliament. Third,

d awaren

The recent Supreme Court judgment on marital
rape hasn’t yet become law, but abused wives
could soon get some respite.

(name changed) is bent on getcing
adivorce. She has decided to
brave the disapproval of family
and society, because she cannot
take the constant physical and
sexual abuse she facesfrom her
obolichuband Y

measures have to be put nto
place to create an environment
thatallows victims to come
forward,” says Malla, “Afeerall,
how many women will dare
challenge the institution
of marriage.”

Afew have, however. A
young mother of three, Roshni

fuctis were damased

speak when she recalls the young
woman's bruiscd and battered
body and her desperatc appeals
for counsel. “Itis unbelievable
what can go on behind the surface
of what appears to be an ideal
marriage. Batcery and physical
abuseis But the

afterher husband repeatedly raped
herwhile she was recovering from
adelivery.

Ashiver runs up Basundhara
Thapa's spine every time she
thinks of Roshni. A scasoned
attorney who offers free legal aid
towomen, Thapa finds it hard to

instances of sexual abuse some
women face arc often unimagina-
ble,” says Thapa, who works
through the Legal Aid Consultancy
Centre’s Women's Rights Helpline
Projectin Kathmandu. She’s
helping Roshni geta divorce.
Sinceits establishment in

1987, the Legal Aid Consultancy
Centre (LACC) has been offering
legal aid to hundreds of Nepali
women sccking legal recourse—
including scparation or divorce as
alast resort—against husbands
who've made e for them a living
hell. Since LACC set up s
Women'’s Rights Helpline Project
in January 1999, it has provided
legal aid and advice to nearly
6,000 women on issues ranging,
from bigamy, rape, battery, dowry
issues, rafficking, and division
of property.

“Thapa says she has learnt one

thing from the countless sories
she has heard. “If you delve to the
core of the problems of violence
against women and matrimonial
disharmony, the majority of
problemsare bascd on sex,” she
explains. “But owing to the lack
of specific legal provisions, itis
extremely difficult to prove sexual
abuse, especially within a mar-
riage.” Lawyers have until now
had to resort to existing laws
pertaining to batcery and po-
Iygamy, which arc ineffective in
proving rape cases. The laws in
place also make it difficult for
police, often the first to reccive
reports of domestic violence, to
put the case forward. “Police
personnel, often the first to get
reports of domestic violence, try
o patch up couples and send
them on their way In that case,
the woman might be victimised
and face more abuse,” says
Bandana Rana, vice president of
Saathi,a forum that works to
couner violence against women.

While many welcome the
ruling, they're sceprical about
how practical it is. “It may have
the opposite cffecr,” says Viplob
Pratik, a journalist. I don’tsee
the average Nepali woman going
to court. There’s fear of retaia-
tion, of social disapproval. In
some cases, it may provide an casy
way to break a relationship
leading to increased divorce suits.
Also, the ruling s silent on
situations where women may
force men to have sex with them.
Tt would be more practical to
lobby for an cffective Domestic
Violence Bill”.

Under the present rape v,
marital rape is not recognised,
regardlessof the woman'sage. A

ANIEL LAK

the consequences. One petson who thought that way was Lord
Mountbatten, the last Viceroy of British India and the man who

brought freedom to much ofchis subcontinent. Mountbatten—named

Viceroyin 1947 by the newly-clccd and avowedly anc mperlise.

s ometimes it best to be impulsive, to move quickly and damn

abour d in India soon after his app
ment. In his early talks with Jawaharlal Nehru and Gandhi, e bonded
with the two men and accepted the need for an immediate end to
British colonial rule across South Asia.

What shocked many was his decision—under plenipotentiary
powers graned by Prime Minster Clement Adec—o free India in six
months time. There were the predictable reactions. Conservatives, led
by Winston Churchill, howled with outrage that the Indians weren’t
ready, that Britain’s ternal flame was being snuffed too soon. Civil
service mandarins in Delhi and London quivered with fear t the
amount of work that needed to be done. Sectarians on cither side of
the partition debate stoked fircs of hatred. Journlists said smugly that
it couldn’t be done. Smug s someching we do.

But Mountbarten, Nehru, Sir Cyril Radcliffc, Jinnah, Gandhi, Sardar
Pateland Atleeall owe their place in history to the success of that deadline.
In mid-August, India and Pakistan became sovercign nations and whatever
their patchy records since then, they remain so. Free, proud of some things,
unquestionably independent of forcign control.

Nepal has never had to go through that. From s incepeion four

centuries ago, this has been a sovereign independent state. True, British

Residents and Rana Prime Ministers co-operated closely before 1950-
51,.and India played a role in the Nepali Congess struggle for democ-
racy and freedom. But what remained inact throughout was Nepal's
frecdom to make it own decisions, to regret its own mistakes and to
celebrate s own successes.
Or have they? Increasingly, even rich nations arc less independent
than they perceive themselves to be. The influence of superpowers or
the sole superpower impacts upon us all. Globalisation’s most irresist-
ible forces—led by multinational companies—push towards conver-

Freedom at midnight

The world’s interlinked market economy actually restricts
freedom of action of sovereign governments.

Lord Mountbatten, MK Gandhi, Lady Mountbatten

gence in capital and labour policies. The world's interlinked market

Similaly, aid from friendly countrics is ofien predicated upon
recipients doing as the are told. Over the years, we've had foreign
official telling Nepal that they can only invest their taxpayer’s money
into projects that promote such things as good governance, gender
equity, social justice or—as ever—freer markets. The infamous 1998
World Bank report, Assessing Aid, argues that aid should not be good
money sent afcer bad, and that means rewarding success as measured
by goalssct by donors. Even large non-governmental organisations
look to influence their partners in development, with agendas
sctelsewhere.

Sowhat does all this have to do with Mountbatten and 1947 and
allthat? At the moment, nothing, Bur I would suggest to the barons of
forcign assistance in this town, and around this magnificent land, that
their days of calling the shots in poorer countries may be numbered.
1’ plain at the moment that not cnuugh opporcunity or benefits
reach the poor, even the working classcs, who arc mcreasingly
resentful of the four-wheel-drive vehicles and special ta privileges
tharbrin he interchngesble cxparise-expet o thei homelnd.

cconomy actually restricts frecdom of action of sovercign
Countries most in necd of emergency assistance or long term supporc
havea choice in setting cconomic policy. And those nations who have
become beholden to developmentaid and the plethora of agencies and
bureaucracies that dispense it, some would say are the least free of all.

Necessity s the mother of invention. If the Finance Minister of
Nepal is getting too litle revenue from tax, he has to turn to the
capital markets. And if his country's credit rating isn'tvery good
because of the Catch 22 of declining revenues, then he has to ask for
help. That help flows inco gencral revenus and specific programmes as
a perceived reward for cconomic policies dictated somewhere clse.

The dist iy levels sap
ocal cn(r:prcncurs of administrative or creative hefton their office saff.
‘The schoolfees, rents and property prices climb inexorably.

Tcan foresee a new breed of politician—in Nepal, Bangladesh and
other id-dependent states—who cry “enough” and demand a different
kind of development paradigm, one that p
resources n the hands oflocal people, who also make their own
political decisions. One that might emphasise education or health,
with devolution of power and accountability widespread. And it could
all come as quite a surprise to an orthodox development elite. Think
o itas “Freedom at Midnight”. ¢
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HUMAN ROOSTERS

“A group of human roosters tried, for quite some time, to
emulate their feathered counterparts. Possibly, they had even
learnt to consort with their mates in a manner leamnt from the
said counterpart in the animal world. So when the Supreme
Court, targeted the rooster with an arrow, the rooster—head
of the house, the home-owner, the god-like hushand—felt an
earthquake measuring 10 on the Richter scale. Chaos and
confusion reigned and the males began looking in all
directions for help. Unfortunately, the cries of the roosters
went unheard by the patriarchy or by the old baba
Pashupatinath. ... One morning, a small group of roosters
gathered at the leashop Their lips were dry, their eyes and
ears drooped and their voices were hoarse...” (Khagendra
Sangroula, Kantipur, 11 May)

above 14.

“Thejudgement highlights the

charge of ape can only be filed
againsea man, but nota husband,
whohas had sexual inercourse need to formulate comprehensive
withawoman undersixteenwith  legal provisions for victims that
orwithoutconsent, orwhohas  clearly set out the kind of

forced the act upon awomanover  evidence and circumstances

16. Punishment ranges fromsix-10~ admissible, and the sentence a
yearsimprisonmentforthe rapeof  man found guilty of marital rape
agirl below 14,and three-five could face. I tates that a

years for the rape ofa woman woman faced with such a

situation should have the choice
to geta divorce, or separate from
her husband. In addition, it
addresses the ssue of marital rape
in child marriage and says
consideration must be given to
“the special situation and status
of husband in marical lie”. The
Supreme Courtjudgement lso
ruled that rapists of sex workers
should be given equal punishment
as other rapsts. Presenly,
individuals who rape sex workers
pay afine of Rs 500 or servea
year in jail.

In the 11" amendment to the
Civil Code that was recently
passed by parliament and is
awaiting the royal seal, the
punishment for raping girls below
10 ranges from 10-15 years while
the punishment for raping victims
berween 10-15 years of e ranges
from seven-10 years. Rapists of
women above 16 could face
between five and seven years
behind bars.

“Theapex court’s rulingalso
addresses the contradiction
between the Muluki Ain (Civil

Code) and the Nepali constitu-
tion, which pledges to end all
forms of gender discrimination in
line with international instru-
ments,such as the Convention on
the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW), the Beijing Placform
for Action, and other human
rights covenants that Nepal is
signatory to.

Inaddicion, the ruling cites
landmark casesin the UK (Regina
vsR1992) and in the US
(Peoples vs Liberta 1984), where
the House of Lords and the
Courcof Appeals in New York
respectively decided that marriage
was notalicense for rape and
that there is no difference
between rape inside and outside
of marriage.

Asurvey conducted by Saathi
found that 95 percent of 1,250
female respondents questioned
had faced some sort of violence at
some point. The survey said that
rape (30 percent), after beating
(82 percent), was the second
most common form of physical
violence against women. “Vio-
lence such as wife-beating is
accepred by socicty. Not because
our religious texts tell us to, but
because society has misinter-
preted what they acrually say.
Women are socially conditioned
to accept and bear violence, but
towhat extremes?” asks Rana,
who is also a counscllor at Saathi.

“Havinga law is the firststep.
We tell women about their rights,
that they should take legal
recourse,”explains Rana. “But we
need to create mechanisms,
shelters where the women can
stay while they decide what to do
and when they have nowhere clsc o
0. Alrcady, the Valley's few
sheltersare full. It hard to find
place for women engaged in legal
batdls,sincedivorceand separation
cases take a long time o serele, and
shelters don’t have the place or
resoutces o keep victims that
long,” says Thapa. “We need to get
the sureinvolved.”

Bhutanese refugees languishing in camps in eastern Nepal are getting
impatient. In a petition signed by 1,933 refugee families in
Khudunabari—the first camp where field verification has been completed
by the Bhutan Nepal Joint Verification Team—they say that there
appears either or both the governments are deliberately delaying justice.
Now that they've completed their part of the deal by submitting necessary
papers, the families have urged both governments to make public the
results of the field verification and to announce a timeframe for their
repatriation to Bhutan. They have urged the JVT to resume verification
in the remaining six refugee camps and asked the international commu-
ity to encourage hoth countries to get over with the task. Field verifica-
tion of refugees at Khudunabari started on 26 March, 2001 following the
117 round of bilateral talks in December 2000. The last Khudunabari
family was screened on 15 December 2001.

Roaring peace ride

They're off. A couple of Himalayan Enfielders, bikers from Kathmandu's
local Enfielders club, wil travel 6,000 km through 16 Indian states to
spread the message of peace. Aimed at promoting Nepal as well as
adventure sports in India, the Himalayan Enfielders Peace Ride hopes to
spread goodwill in troubled times. “We want to show the Indian people
that we can visit their country even when others are afraid to—and
hopefully encourage them to do the same,” said Rakesh Prasai, just
before he took off with riding partner Sabin Basnyat.

Eminent line-up

First came the Americans. Then came the Brits. Our Chinese neighbours
had a go, too. No, we're not talking about football, but the eminent line-
up wanting, first, a glimpse of Maoist terftory, and then a go at the
‘terrorists’. Now, it is the turn of our southern neighbours. A four-member
Indian miltary training assistance team led by Major General AS Bahia
left this week for Maoist-affected districts including Rolpa, Rukum, and
Gorkha. Like their western counterparts, the Indians appear keen to
support Nepal's war against terrorism. But if news filtering in from the
Maost battlefront i to be believed, Nepali security forces are getting
tired of waiting. Getting support on the ground could be more critical for
keeping morale high.

Himalayan bonds

The Himalayan Bank Limited last week

began selling bonds worth Rs 360 million,

of which Rs 100 million will be sold to the

general public. The interest is payable

every six months and the HBL-2066

bonds can be used as collateral in some

banks and finance companies. The HBL is

issuing the debt instrument to raise its supple-

mentary capital in order to meet the central bank’s new capital
adequacy requirements. That rule requires that all banks have Rs 1
billion in paid-up capital in seven years. The HBL's paic-up capital
now stands at Rs 390 million. The bank says it will sell bonds worth Rs
260 billion to larger institutional investors. Himalaya Sumshere Rana,
chairman of the Himalayan Bank, told the press that the remainder of
the capital adequacy requirement will be met through rights' issue of
stockiin coming years. Rana says that the bank is not increasing equity
to ensure that the profits, in the form of dividends, o not have to be
split up to a larger number of shareholders. The Nepal Merchant Bank
and Finance Limited is managing the bond issue.

Patna hop

Necon Al resumed direct fights to Patna on Sunday and the company
says it will also re-start fights to Kolkata and Varanasi in coming
months. The hop to Patna will use Necon's 17-seater Beech 1900
aircraft and not the larger ATRs. Necon stopped flying its ATRs to
Patna last year after passenger numbers nose-dived. The company has
two ATRs and two Beech 1900s to service its seven domestic routes and
the resumed and new Indian destinations.

{:hgqper telephony

Some good news for users of the Nepal Telecommunications Corpora-
tion's (NTC) mobile telephone service. The new NTC telephone tariffs
that came into effect Saturday include a roughly 33 percent reduction
on mobile telephony. Local telephone bills could also get smaller,
because the NTC has introduced different rates to bill calls made at
different times of the day. You can get to make longer calls for less
during the late hours, when a single call can now be as long as eight
minutes. During the BAM-GPM peak telephone usage hours, on the
other hand, the effective billing minute will be two minutes on the
clock. The corporation has also slashed the rates for international and
domestic long-distance calls. Several other charges have also been
reduced but the same taxes apply.

Privatising oil

Nepal has begun considering options to prvatise the import and
distribution of petroleum products. The move has become necessary
after India opened up the industry earler this year, Among some of the
arrangements being discussed here are opening up the business to
Nepali companies that are joint ventures with a refinery, and control-
Jing the number of entrants. The government is just not ready to do
away with administered prices, though, and so this will require another
regulation.
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPA

Perver's

PUSKAR BHUSA

|etter to

Sher Bahadur

“Nepal’s political stars probably

have some connection with our

own in Pakistan.”
Dear Deuba sahab:

Our people in Kathmandu tell me that any co
tion on your upcoming general clections invaria
brings up my surname. I¢’s nice to know that [am on
the way to becoming a houschold name in your
country, although the context could have been a litcle
more benevolent. There are certain clarifications I
feel T ought to make on our recent referendum that
granted me a five-year extension in the presidency.
Before that, allow me to make some personal
observations.

Your political stars probably
tion with our country’s. During your firs stint as
premicr in 1996, I recall, you were on an official visic
here when Benazir Bhutto's second government was
sacked. Back home, you faced criticism for poor
diplomatic planning, which we believed was patently
unfair. How were you supposed to know that
President Leghari had had enough of Benazir when
we at General Headquarters were left speculating on
wwhen the Eighth Amendment to our constirution
would be invoked next?

Tunderstand that 17 years carlier, the execution

of Benair'sachergave your Nepali Congres the

to launch it first of

strength since the political change of December
1960. 1 have been told that many of your party
colleagues sill turn green with envy when they recall
how BP Koirala tagged you along on the referendum
campaign trail. That the Panchayat system had
similarities to General Ayub Khan’s “basic democra-
cies” s sill fondly recollected by many of us here.
Since Indonesia’s “national guidance” philosophy and
the “class organisations” of Egypt and Yugoslavia also
inspired your partyless polity, we considered ita
true embodiment of the spirit of the Non-aligned
Movement.

‘Those who have full faith in your democratic
credentials cannot doubt your commitment to
holding the 13 November elections on schedule.
They seem to be worried, though, that a Musharraf-
style poll might prove to be more damaging to the
country than the constitutional deadlock everybody
is worried about today. Please be assured that the
analogy is misplaced. We held a yesfno referendum
on whether I should continue as president for
another five years to advance my agenda to build real
democracy. (Last week, you chose to describe your
elections s a eferendum on whether Nepalis wanted
peace or terror. But we realise that you were speaking
meraphoncall ) Our opposition leaders exercised
their right not to participate and persuaded many
others to stay home as well. Since there was no other
contestant, a lot of the yes votes I got were from

v have some connec-

people who couldn’t figure out
the alternative.

But that’s as far as I can allow
the cynics to go. Many people
still can’t stop making fun of the
poor turnout. My aides stand by
the 35 percent figure. The
opposition give us no more than
five percent. Even if you take the
average,for the sake of argument,
it was every bit of 20 percent.
That was half the 1997 turnout
that gave Nawaz Sharifa two-
thirds majority in parliament. You
have to remember that in our
country, turnouts are usually
higher in general clections
because of the competition.
Moreover, you have to factor in
the fact that Mian sahab’s two-
thirds majority represented 17
percent of the total number of
voters. We both know that our
political rivals can acknowledge
such realities only at their own
peil, don’tw

Tam aware, though, that the
stakes in Nepals elections are too
serious for us to be obsessed with
arithmetic. From what I read
here, many Nepalis scem to be
unsure about whether an election
can be held under a state of
emergency. Since you have promised o lift the
emergency well before voting starts, that might
assuage some of your critics. What we sometimes
discuss here, as [ am sure many in your country do,
is whether the candidates would feel safe enough to
campaign without state-funded security cover.

Another concern seems to centre on the ability
ofa government that couldn’t properly organise the
School Leaving Certificate examinations to hold
free and fair elections. Thats not relevant to the
debate unless your critics are also willing to revoke
the SLC results out this week. After all, most
students didn’t know whether the exams would be
held until the very last moment, when the Maoists
withdrew their five-day strike. Moreover, the
absence of public transportin Kathmandu on the
first day of the exams and the concentration of
centres in district headquarters must have taken too
heavy a toll on students to permita fair assessment
of their abilities.

Barring the Supreme Court's reinstatement of
the House of Representatives, or a political package
that would allow the resurrection of the chamber
on some technicality, your politicians have no
choice but to accept elections. Even if the house
were to be reinstated by the Supreme Court, that
would only push back the elections two years.
When political conditions haven’t improved under
seven months of emergency rule, it would be risky
to bank on two normal years. In that case, your
constitution allows you to extend parliamen’s term
by a year. But what are you going to do if things
remain the same? Even the Supreme Court can't
granta seventh year.

Here's my suggestion: look further north-west.
You can always learn from another land-locked
least developed country. By getting a transicional
loya jirga-style mandate like the one our friend
Hamid gor last week, you can wait until conditions
are ripe for a real election. That could bea long
wait, But it your best shor at preserving the
constitution. I look forward to holding more
extensive discussions wi uh you during the SAARC
summit here next year. fwe aren’t there
personally when the chairman’ s gavel is handed
over, our successors can be expected to act in the
true spiric of regional cooperation, provided Al
is under no inordinate domestic political pressure.

Tam sure you won’t consider the contents of
this letter an interference in Nepal's internal affairs
by yet another nuclear-armed state, because I see
other countries doing and saying worse things.

Sincerely,
Pervez

I BATRACHARYA

“A mass infetiotity

This year’s abysmal SLC results once more
exposed the shocking inequality in Nepal’s school system.

HEMLATA RAI

very year, atleastsix in
E every ten young Nepalis fail

their high school exams.
year, 152,300 students
appeared for their enth grade
tests three months ago. Only
47,565 passed.

Hidden behind these
shocking figures e the dispari-
ties between government schools
and private ones. Only 17 percent
of th

Secondary School in Dhading,
“This isa mass inferiority complex
draggingallofsocicty down.”
“Theglaring incquality exposed
bv SLC resulesiswhat the Maosts
have been using o presure the
governmentand p

invested Rs 4.5 billion in the
sector o far.

Private sector involvement in
ducation has met a partof e

.—\ﬁﬂ [I\c Maois(s

reform ch ystem. Even

thoscwho do not agree with the
Maoists' murders of teachers,their
threats to close pivate schoolsand
vollback fee,agree thatthere

argeted
of the country'ssocial incquitics, 41
eachersand 81 students have lost
theirlives—mostly at the hands of
the Maoits. Since 2000, the

I

schools this year passed their
School Leaving Certificates
(SLC), with some government
schools havinga zcro pass rate.
Eighty-three percent of the
students who passed the SLC
cxams this year were from private
schools—even yone-

the quality of
education.

Educationist Dr Man Prasad
Wiagle told us: “What it represents
isatotl filure of ten years of hard
workandawaste ofche Rs 100
billion that has been spentin the
education sector in the past yars.”

third of allschools n the country
are privately run,

“The SLC resuls have spread
hopelessness in public schools,
and children have become ynical
abouteverything” says Chakra
Bahadur Maharjan of Saraswori

forced 500 private
schools to close, affecting 100,000
students and 9,000 teachers,
according o the Private and
Boarding School Organisacion-
Nepal (PABSON).

Tn April 2002, all schools scll
openinsix far-western zones
received new threats to close down.

proper
decision-making As it became clear
that government schools were
failing o fulfil cheir mandare,
private schools moved in to meet
Nepalis' demand for better
schooling, and have collectively

“Yourschools the polcy
of the jana sarkar (“people’s
government’)and you have
conibuted towards creating a class
hierarchy,” the leters state. The
closure of schools has revived the
exodusof Nepali high school

“It 15 a ctime to not provide

Nepali Times: How do you think Nepal has done in the

education sector?

Asbjorn Voreland: A lot has been achieved. There has
been an attitude change—now more people send their girls
to school, and education has given girls leadership
qualities. Not many are in politics, but they make up for it
in the social sectors. Nepali girls are bestowed with rare
natural qualities to lead social change in society. Their
contributions to Nepal's development are more than those
of the men. Men are naturally ambitious—they would
rather fight for top ranks and influential positions, rather
than work towards creating space for others to grow.

When we first arrived here the caste discrimination was
very intense. Bahun and other high caste boys would not
sit with others, they would not clean toilets or treat their
poorer classmates as equals. It was difficult to maintain
discipline in the classroom, we had to threaten a lot of
people with expulsion if they would not comply with
classroom discipline. The Luitel School was established to
teach the core values of fellowship, love, passion, and

Ashjorn Voreland and his wife Anne Marie came to Nepal 38 years go to teach at
the newly-established Luitel School in Gorkha. The school has many notable
alumni, all leaders in their fields, and Voreland says he is proud to have
contributed to Nepal’s development. He would, however, rather not talk about
the SLC batch of 1970, when Maoist ideologue Baburam Bhattarai topped the

annual exam, and neurosurgeon Dr Upendra Devkota took second place.
Voreland returned to his native Norway last month, but will carry on as the

international director of the International Nepal Fellowship.

Nepali Times

spoke with him about the relationship between social change and education,
and the role of the private sector in schools.

complex”

studentsto India.
‘What makes private school

“The danger here s that the
county’sbseprivate schools may
beforced to

a
the lrest governmentamendments
tothe Educstion Acwhich specf
new categories of p

ot met hesngent e
\mmurc\ and mhu unrulnm

rulesin th

anda fixed range of feesthey can
chargeon basis of investmentand
fciliies provide

Bhoj Bahadur Shah, gencral
secretary of PABSON, says:
governmentisn't sympathetic to the
causes of private schools,the new

ehoolprincipa: “Theides hould
betoimprove government schools,
not punish those that are giving
qualiy education.” There arcalso
questions about how thi legislation
wil play outin the highly polici-
cised disticteducation offices,

a

p point
“The Maoists's demand for
lower fecs was nirially welcomed

by the public, which fel that
private cducation was too
expensive, and beyond their
reach. Private schools tended to
be mostly profit-oriented stab-
lishment and were concentrated
in urban arcas. Figures relcased by
the Central Burcau of Staristics
last year showed that only five
percentof rural children atended
private schools, whereas up t0 42
percentin Kathmandu Valley did.
A School Fee Monitoring
Taskf d carlcr thisyear

clause guarantecingautonomy o
lower-level education agencics, and
asense ofscepricism about how
sincercly the governmenc il
implement the Act.

Besides tying to regulare
private schools, the government has
the added burden of sorting out the
messin Maoist-affected arcas.
Many teachers have fledcither
because of Maoist threats or
because they fear sccurity forces,
and thereare 25,000 teaching posts
vacant throughout the country. The
government saysitwillsoon star
than 400 “tcaching

alsofound that many private
schools had fees, other extrasand
deposits that made them exorbitant
and unaffordable for most Nepalis.
“This two-tiered education thus
widencd the gap between those who

volunteers” in public schools in 35
Maost affected districts who will
be paid half the salary ofa normal
teacher.

“If the vacan places are not

filled immediately hundreds of

canafford quality education and
thosewho can't

“The government'samendments
arcintended to redress this gap. But
many private school principalssay it
may throw the baby out with the
bathwater. “The newamendment
could revive the education sector,
butonly ifthe government docsn't
ry o uscitas aveapon to control
schools. fchat happens the
outcorme could be justas devastat

” says Wagle, whoisalsoa

meberofhe high-level taskforce
that recommended revisions in the
newlegishtion.

schools in 35 districts migh not
funcionin the coming cademic
year,” says Yubraj
spokesman at the Ministry of
Education. Whatis clear i that
unless something i not done
urgently, next year's SLC results
may be cven more skewed than
this year's

Despite the problems, Nepal
has made impressive gains in
liceracy, which is now at 53.7
percent, up from 30 percent 15
years ago. The risc is cven more
dramatic for women: fermale
literacy grew from just two

percentin 1951 to 42.4 percent
now.

Education was declared “free
forall”in 1990, and fees in
primary schools were waived.
But the government could not
pay for the subsidies, and
schools were allowed to charge
small fecs. Communities fele
cheared because they had to pay
fees,and the quality of cduca-
tion was not guaranteed.
However, in some villages where
the elected local councils took
greater interest in education,
Tocals have invested in better
teachers and raised the quality
of nstruction. This trend had
started to spread across Nepal in
1995, but was affected by the
insurgency.

The amendment to the
Education Act endorsed by
parliament last month restored
the feesfor post-primary levels.
Iealso recommends mandatory
teacher training, teaching
licences, more severe punish-
ment for teachers who fail to
carry out their duties, decen-
tralisation and greater participa-
tion of communities and local
government. The legislation also
prohibits the direct involvement
of teachers n policics.

Theallocation for education
had jumped from 10 percent of
the budgerm 1980 w0 15
percentin the lace 19905, with
more than half going to primary
education, With sccurity
expenses growing, chis fiscal year
the government allocated only
Rs 3.5 billion for education—
only about 7 percent of the toral
annual budger.

Concludes educationist
Vidhya Nath Koirala: “There s
o one single sector that can be
blamed for the deterioration.
Government, planners, teachers,
bureauctacy and communities
have fled our children.”

COMMENT

ach year, housands ofyoung
Nepalisopen the newspaper
find themselves among the
missing, This year, 69 percent
scanned the SLC resulsinvain.
Somerimesthe percentage islower, bt
neverby much.
Afteralifeime of hearing thir

by SALLY AND HOM RAJ ACHARYA

Missing children

What are the hundreds of thousands of
young Nepalis who fail their SLCs
supposed to do? Join the Maoists?

mbitterin

later, when

experience of being tagged, atsome
P il Th

they will be permitted to attemprthe
LC agai thing that

are “the future of Nepal”and “the
pillrsof he aion”,the vast majority
P outh I oot ]

pointsawhich thishappens, both
hefm andaferhe L bucics

many people scem to hav
much thought. Exceps,of coure,the

iven

‘whom

articularly poi of 17 Maoists.
failures. The pillars of th orsju,‘ hend ll of ady Thisisa v;a; " run by school
paths th hen th k sk ll of 20s and 30s came:

furtherload.
On paper,Nepal hasmade

youthare boiling with the powier to
Ry ¢

before the.303s.

Lackof

P
Th Nepal shuts thelid on further d gullible, but the lack of
pleunder  Nel sl
’)Owhohavcn:verspcmnmcma hucation. ]
dal i bout the SLC incompeten. T
AFamllymcmbcrwhuh.\scxpnn- resulsthal kabl nglcares I
d school. By 1998, 78 ieving thar.
OFbopsand 35 ercentof gl mere  neccssriyin dhesumamesofthe  fcdsofbloodand Bucheir
enrolled in primary school. Girls ~ Chosen Ones,b thatstraregi
ot e outline, A small, select group thinking, theability o organisc, and
attending n record numbers, forar  perchesatthe top, whilealarge f};mﬂ&vmlmmr’“ﬁ
leasta short time. group of supposed
; dof  relegarcd othesideines todovith  firfom lackingin Nepal.
human beings.and v Ives s they will anml(ramlnumuum;\gm':\
need toaskanoth o b di u' 4 ,; he  d Vhat would be lost
d of the day, whatis the “ake P Nepal's
Fome lessors Whatis d; uf";m piflls of the teen years wereside- highs chool mu]snu moontiniem
message, for most people,of their ~ sppedand : lised X Whatwould
yearsin school? onbyghingyoung ; }mppenlf iy
Disturbingly, th B‘ “d‘a ol s =
hared byamajority ofthe peopl ut odayin Nepa winingan
B L vnungpeoplsl\fnllum‘,and degr::’Wh:\rcouIdhtg;\mzdbv
3 o What, bleligh
precisely, these thousandsof instead of a mirage, at theend of
wenagersaresupposed  education'stunnel?
. wdovih Admstically overhauled system
inwhich highercducarion was

g0od education in public schools.”

essentially open toall would,acthe
veryleast, keep thedream ofa
brighter, more dignified furure from
going missingin action. And it
would teachavery differnt esson:
tharcach person s capableof
learning,and worthy of respect #

(Sally Acharya is an American
Joumnalist who has lived and
Worked in Kathmandu. Hom Raj

equality, and | feel it was successfulinits mission

How do you think we can ensure equal access to education
forall?

The government should maintain similar standards in private and
public schools, but it seems reluctant to improve the quality of public
school education. Without this, only children from poor families will
study in public schools, which could widen the disparities in society.
Discipline should be maintained, and it should be equally applicable
to all. Poor people invest a lot in their children’s education. Not
being able to provide them good education in public schools is a
crime. The private sector has contributed a lot to education in this
country, but that matters little if the poor have to sell their land and
property to send their children to private schools.

Have you achieved what you had hoped to, when you first
came here?
Now Nepal has democracy, which means equality, equity and equal
access to development for everyone. | have witnessed children from
very poor families from remote areas who have been high achievers
when provided with opportunities for education. My students are
leading this country in many areas, and | feel it is time that they now
contribute towards creating similar opportuniies to other poor
communities that are being left behind. Democracy is also about
giving, and providing opportunities to others,

But Nepal's education system has failed to teach this to students.
It rarely teaches them life skills. It has failed to teach that democracy
is also about sharing the burden—sharing the burdens of the country,
of communities and of the family. Education should prepare students
to make the best of what their country, and its state of development,
have to offer. It feels sad that a student from the hills won't be able to
find a job in the capital after completing the SLC, but he'd rather not
return to his village. For Nepal, agriculture is the most important

occupation, it needs more educated people. There are ample
untapped opportunities for an educated hill boy in his own village,
but the Nepali education system does not prepare him for this.

Were there any early warning signs that things would turn out this
way in Nepal?
With the kind of disparity and lack of access to opportunitis, this is
bound to happen anywhere. There is rampant economic and social
disparity and discrimination here. Some people have grown rich, but
the majority is still very poor. Fewer opportunities are created for the
poor and for people from remote areas. Social dissatisfaction is like
a volcano—without an outlet, it is bound to explode. The poor have
no freedom of choice, because opporturnities are so limited. The
ruling classes are too greedy to share the abundance of opportuni-
ties they enjoy. Peace will not come to this country unless it comes
from inside of individuals

When we first came here, there was severe caste discrimination
and social disparity, a clear indication that the present situation
might arise. When more and more young people were exposed to
foreign countries in which democracy brought equality and equity
and equal opportunities to all, they sought the same here in their
own country. When that did not happen here even after democracy,
their dissatisfaction had to find expression.

What has development given to Nepalis?
Nepal now has many new rich people. But they don't seem to realise
that their responsibilities include helping destitute people achieve a
comfortable living. Compassion is rare in developing countries, and
the quality is deteriorating here too. Development has taught
people to become individualistic, it has eroded spirit of community.
This is the backlash of modern development. Nepal might become
a cruel, hard nation if it loses its traditional simplicity and
compassion.

Social Science Research Council
South Asia Regional Fellowship Program

Second Announcement, June 2002

The Social Science Research Council (SSRC, New York) is
pleased to announce the availability of short-term fellow-
ships (3-4 months) for research in any discipline of the
social sciences and humanities related to the theme
esources . Twenty research fellowships are
available for junior and senior scholars from South Asia fo
begin new research, continue ongoing research or write up
completed research. The objective of the SSRC Regional
Fellowship Program is fo strengthen links between teaching
and research; the competition is open to all full-time
university and college lecturers, readers and professors.
Eligibility is restricted to faculty with PhDs presently teaching
in an accredited college or university in South Asia. Fellows
will be expected 1o attend a workshop in January 2003
before they begin their fellowship period. Junior fellows will
receive up to $2,200, senior fellows up to $3,000.
Application materials and more information can be
obtained from: SSRC Fellowship Program, Himal Associa-
fion, Patan Dhoka, Lul.rpur phone: 542544; emull
 the forms
from lheSSRC webswewww ssrC. org/fellowsh.ps/soumusm
The deadline for recelvmg applications is August 3, 2002.
Announcements of fellows wulpbe made in October 2002.
This program is supported by a grant from the Ford
Foundation.
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PADAAM GHALEY.

twas 1976, and we had just
finished explaining the aims
of the park to a gachering of
local people, when shouts began
to come from the crowd, “We
don't need your park. Take your
park to yourown village.” The

There, we got more of the
same. The Sherpa people were
aftaid that their use o the forests
and pastures would be resticted.
Even worse, they thought people
to move outof teir Khumbu
villages. Local politicians were

meetingl yand
meaningful consultation was out
of question. We poliely assured
the crowd that their sentiments
would be conveyed to the higher
officialsand lefc for the next
village meeting,

quick o ak fihe
fear. Some went around promising
voters to puta fight against the
parkiflected. Despite the local
opposition, the park was
established.

In the early 1970s, interest in

the cxotic cast peaked in
western countriesand Nepal
becamean important destination
for mountainers, adventure
ourists, dharma bums and
culture vultures, The number of
touristand mountaincers visiing
Khumbu Region were growing
rapidly. Thelocal people were
quick to adapt, gettinginto the
business of providing food,
lodging,and guiding and
porteringservices. The cconomic
benefits were immediateand

obvious. Only the “experts”
fretted about the risks to the
environment and culture of the
sacred Khumbu valley. Bigger
trees were cut for construction of
hotels and guesthouses. Huge
amounts of frewood for sold and
consumed ac campsicesfor
cookingand campfires. Garbage
piled up along trailsand near
campsites. The traditional forest
protection systems of the local
people were being weakened
under the new economic pressure.
Eventually,the threats from
unregulated tourism becamea
matter of concern intemnationally,
and in Bonn in 1973, then Crown
Prince Gyanendra committed to
the international community that
the Khumbu Region would be
declared a national park to
conserveits environment, The
New Zealand Government co-
funded establishment of the park

at the recommendation of Sir

A moss-covered Om Mani Padme Hum sign in Monjo

H3400H HVISOr

o vanm

E3d00H HYISOr

§3400H HYISOr

Edmund Hillary.

The park administration
adapted its regulations to
accommodate the needs of the
local residents. No people were
displaced, and the local ways of
life were permitted to continue
undistupted. Despite initial
hostility, the park and people
co-existed. Over time the
forests, wildlife and landscape
began to recover. Residents
realised that people visited
Khumbu to experience local
culture and nature, and this
reinforced cultural pride and the
desire to preserve the environ-
ment. Tourist numbers grew and
with them, so did the local
economy.

Now, for the most part,
attitudes towards the park are
nearly uniformly posicive. There
iseven talk of a formal silver
jubilee celebrations. It
important, chough, to go beyond
the festivities and use thisasa
chance to reflect on the last 25
ind consider the future of
the park.

Slow-growing trees

The most important conribu-
tion of the Park was probably in
conserving the high elevation

forests and wildlife of Khumbu

KunDA ixiT

KUNDA DIXIT

from uncontrolled exploitation.
Trees, like humans, find it hard
o thrive at high alcitude. The
Sagarmatha National Park isa
vertical ing from 3,000

Khumbujumped from about
3,000in 1973 to nearly 26,01

in 2000. There are an additional
4,000 people ivinginside the

mto 8,848 m. Trees take
inordinately long to grow, it
takesalot more to safeguard
chem than it does forests ac lower
altitude. Acabout the time the
ol

par of
biodiversity,fuel, fodder, timber,
and water for people, and
aesthetics for visicors is a major
challenge.

Now, the park neds to

parkwas formed, the tradi
Sherpa ways of managing natural
resources were dying out, The
demand for forest resources were
growing, incidences ofllegal
huntingand land encroachment
wereincreasing.

‘The park ensured that
hunting was banned, use of
firewood at trekking camps were
discouraged, and that the rate of
timber harvesting was brought
down, toallow the forests to
recover, regenerate and expand.
Today the forest conditi

yond protection, and
start managing forests,
rangeland, wildlife, and tourism
with participation of the local
communities. It also necds to
improve local livelihoods
through community develop-
ment programs, Infrastructure
such as rails, bridges, and camps
need to be better maintained
with the revenue thatvisitors
contribute. The construction of
lodges and hotels,and the

movement of non-local busi-

KunDa oixiT

nessesinto the park will need to
be carefully managed. Most
importanty, the park neds to be
vigilant against major develop-
ments that arelikely to have
permanent impact on the integ-

ity of i’ values. &

(Dr Lhakpa Sherpa was
Deputy Warden of
Sagarmatha National Park in
1976-77, and Senior Warden
from 1983-1986. He now
works with the Mountain
Institute in the Tibet
Autonomous Region of
China.)

Khumbu have cerainly not
declined, even ifwe can'ttell
whether they ve improved. The
park's chain of forest nurserics
and plantations supported by the
Himalayan Trustis one of the
most successful high-clevation
forest egeneration programs in
Nepal, and it has covered many
hectares of bare slopes and filled
open forests. The populations of
wildlife commonly targeted by
hunters in the past, such as the
Himalayan tahr, musk deer,
scrowand pheasants havealso
recovered.

“The park has started to clean
uplitter, encourage alternative
energy use, provide information
o touristsand locals, and
collected revenue for national
coffers.

We'd never have guessed it
backin 1976, bu most of these
changes are due to the paricipa-
tion and support ofthe people of
Khumbu. There wasamassive
increase in tourism—arrivals in
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Will Johanneshurg go Rome’s way?

JOHANNESBURG - South Africa is trying to get international
agreement on the “Draft plan of implementation for the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)", after delegates at
the last meeting in Indonesia failed to finalise it. Developing
countries insist that the document should not ignore the most
important causes of poverty—among them unfair terms of trade
and the lack of market access for agricultural products from
poor countries. 150 heads of state will attend the August summit
here to see how the social and economic conditions of the
world's poor can be improved, while also protecting the global
environment from the negative effects of development. The
setback in Indonesia comes after the failure to attract G8
leaders to the World Food Summit held in ltaly, or to come up
with new commitments to alleviate world hunger. (ps)

Paying for education for all

WASHINGTON - The World Bank has unveiled another plan to
educate the planet's poorest children, one that requires billions
of dollars from rich nations and some concessions from devel-
oping countries. The Education For All Fast Track aims to
provide primary schooling for every boy and girl in 23 countries
by 2015, as long as those nations “prioritise primary education
and embrace policies that improve the quality and efficiency of
their primary education systems,” the Bank said Wednesday. For
astart, says the Bank, developing countries should devote at
least 1.4 percent of their GDP to primary education, and the G-8
and the international community would need to commit about $3
billion a year in additional financing for the next 10 years to pay
for the new education programme. (ps)

Lmkmg |mm|grahon with ald

LUXEMBO frorts to forge Europe-wide policies to tad
illegal immigration suffered a setback Monday when EU govern-
ments split publicly over linking aid to cooperation on tackling
illegal migration. Proposals by Spain, backed by Britain, to
suspend financial assistance to developing countries which fail
to crack down on people-smugglers and take back their own
nationals were opposed by Sweden, France and Luxembourg.
Some 500,000 illegal migrants a year enter the EU. UK diplomats
insisted that the idea was to tie aid to ways of improving the
ability of third countries to better manage border controls, part
of a wider effort to fight corruption and encourage good

policing and judiciaries.
Despite the tough talk, there is likely to be reluctance to crack
down on important transit countries, such as Turkey, Egypt and
Morocco, while punishing poorer ones such as Afghanistan
could hit the most vulnerable. (Guardian)

COMMENT

The new in-between

European politics is suddenly all shades of grey.

urope’s lumpen outsiders
E are becoming insiders as the
Continent's policical
pendulum swings to the right.
Afier the Netherlands and France,
Germany may be next (German
clections are due in the autumn,
and the centre-right candidate—
Minister-President Stoiber of
Bavaria—is now the favourite).
Spain, Austra, laly, Denmark,
Portugal arc already ruled by
centre-right governments. This
swingdoes not simply mark the
return of traditional conservative
partisand policies—smaller
governments, more attention to the
interestsof capital—to power.
Somechingnewisacwork.

What's nerw s the fact that

many of today’s centre-right
governments e supported by
populist or nationalist partis. In
Taly, the Netherlands, Austra,

reptesented che middle classes
and moderated the ideological
extremes of left and right were
pivoral. Nowadays, idelogil
leftand right

and Denmark, the g is
cithera coalition ora minority
government propped up by the
pivotal supporc of populist right-
wing parics. In France the
government is composed of
mainstream centre-right politi-
cians. Yer, President Chirac owes
his victory to the success of the
far-right National Front.

In'the past, Europe’s political
contests were waged bevween et

are blurred. Soa new breed of

by GUIDO TABELLINI

cconomic growth for more social
protection and less isk. Large
groups of “outsiders” (young
unemployed and first-time job
scckers, temporary workers,
shopkeepers and other self-
cmployed) don'tsce these
supposed bencfits because they
lacka stable and protected job,
ordo not qualify for unemploy-
mentinsurance, or arc too young
to benefit from public pension
systems. They also complain
about crime, and the deteriorat-
ing quality of lie in their citics
Many “outsiders” supported
right-wing populist parties in the
latest clections; their votes are
critical for the survival of the new
centre-right governments in many
European countrics. These
“outsiders” were often neglected
in Europe’s raditional policical
comperition, and their demands
reccived litele or noactention.
cross Europe, they have
suddenly become political
arbiters. What these newly
influcntial voters want is clear:
less immigration, crackdowns on

ANALYSIS

wo conflicting needs assal
T the Middle East. The

Palestinians must ebuild
political structures almost com-
plecely destroyed by lsracls recent
incursions into the West Bank. Yet
itisalso clear chat the Palestinians
arcunable to createa polity
unainted by terrorism and frec of
anideology that violently repudi-
ates sraclsright to cxis.

Afee the Oslo agreements were
reached a decade ago, supportersof
the peace process, in Isracland
abroad, hoped that the PLO—an
armed national liberation move-
ment decply enmeshedin terror-
ism—would transformeselfinto a
responsible and viable political
structure. Only then would a
sovereign Palestinian sate be able
tolivein peace longside Isracl. If
the ANC could makesucha

by SHLOMO AVINERI

Reconfiguring the Middle East

A Saudi protectorate could shield the Palestinians from
Israel and also reassure the Israelis that this won’t be
another failed quasi-state ruled by terrorists.

about the Oslo process.
Bur Arafac missed the hiscoric
opportunity to achieve a Palesin-
fan state in 2000 when he rejected
proposals by President Clinton and
then Isracli Premier Barak at Camp
Davidand laterin Egype. Instead,
helaunched an armed intifada, in
which competing Palestinian
miliias unleashed terrorism and
suicideaacks against Isracli
civilian argets—nor only in the
occupied territorics,butalso in

Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Hadem.

Afula, and Netanya.

diplomacy. Palestinian trrirories
descended intoa awless chaos
reminiscent of Lebanon in the 19705
and 80's.

sracl will notallow che recon-
struction of ertoris tructures on s
doorstep: no country would. But
Avie Sharon's government should
notbeallowed to use the Palestin-
jans uter failure ac peaceful nation
buildingas analbi for continued
occupation. What, then, isto
bedone?

PresidentBush'ssupportfor

‘were under Arafat’s direct control,
hile oth mi-official

chority
iswell mrtnnuned Buttoimaginea
d transpaent Palestin-

wansicion in South Afrca, why not
the Palestinians? The hope that
Yasser Arafat might becomea
Palestinian Nelson Mandela
inspired f

crime,
ties, butalso more protection
against economic risk and

of vorers hold the balance of power.
“The successes of populist/

right wing parties can largely be

auibured tothefiuresofef-

Politicians representing these
voters lack experience in govern-
ment, sometimes are technically
unpreparedfor governance and
fechnocrats and

Europe’s
disappointing cconomic perform-
ance lies at the root of chis.
European unemployment remains
high, and productiviy rovh

Y 9

wing parties and | has
interests of abour,and tight wing  slowed since the mid-1990s.Even
parties the interests inded vorers

of apital. Centrist parties that

perceive the striking difference
with the US, wh

bureaucrars, parciculrly those in
Brusscls. On many issucs,
populist partis’ positions
conflict with the traditional pro-
capital and pro-market platforms
of established centre-right
partics. Some demands of these
votersare sensible and will

growth has skyrocketed since the
mid-1990s and unemploymentis
far lower. Some vorers arc
beginning to think the cherished
European welfare stare may be
to blame.

Many European voters also
fecl threatencd and unprotected.
Nor everyone s convinced that
Europe’s social model trades less

improve policymaking, Most of
Europe does need berter crime
prevention and a serious efforc at
tacklingillegal immigration. Buc
in other important policy choices,
populist parties could lead
Europe astray.

(Project Syndicare)

(Guido Tabellini is professor of
‘economics at Bocconi University.)

EASY TIMES

I'snever been easier to subscribeto
NepaliTimes.
Just dial this number and leave

support from hirm, and sl others
were his :mmgnmsu Their

fan Authority when neither Syria,
Egypenor Saudi Arabia (or any other
Anh howstans ot

and techniques used i the Arsb
world to ensure security. Sucha
protectorate may not developa
democratc o transparent
Palestinian structure. Butwe
should forget about that for
nowanyway.

Whatit can dos createa
sucture untainted by terrorism,
suicdebombersand competing,
milcias. ¢ may also shield che
Palestinians from Israclas it
reassures the Istaclis that the
politicalentity that will emerge on
cheir doorstep is not goingto be
another filed quasi-sate uled by
warlordsand teorist.

Far fecched? Perhaps,butso
fscomnionl solors e

froma
fightened and terrorised ae
what could not be achieved by

1 Iseaclis, the

ratisation, isa pipe drcam. Equally
wellintentoned UNand EU ideas
about di

proved
trous. After some years of s :uch a
Saudi proectorate over the
Palestinian

force to separate Isracl and the
Palestinians originate with paper-
shuffing diplomats, whose previous
cxperiences in peacckeeping (say in
Srebrenica or Rwanda) do ot
inspirc confidence. Wil an interna-
tionalforce hunt down suicide
bombers? Willit possess intelligence
asctsand hewil ofighifnecded:

more or less based on Crown
Prince Abdullah’s proposals for
an overall agreement - could be
re-launched

In the meantime, the most
urgent priority isa process of de-
escalation, stabilization and
political consolidation within
Palestinian soccry. A Saudi

uch
Palesinian intitutions mus be
rebuilt, bur wichina legitimate Arab
context. Like Kosovoand Bosnia,
Palestinian territories should be put
under an international protecorate,
butnotoneadministered by the UN
orEU. Irshould bean Arabonc,
preferably led by Saudi Arabia. A
Saudi protectoratc over the Paletin-
fans will have internal Arab lgiti-

may be the key to
achicving this. Everythingclse
havingalready filed, it may be
the only choice lef for both
Iraclis and Palestinians. ¢
(Project Syndicate)

(Shiomo Avineri, a former
director-general of Isacl’s
bawm/lﬂnmry is professor of

macys iewill lso possess knowledge

The makmg of modern mullahs

PESHAWAR — Mullahs, or Islamic priests, are usually the ones other
people come to listen to, but they are the ones learning new sub-
jects—from women's rights to the environment, tolerance and
children’s health—under a new course at a university here. These
subjects are meant to familiarise the mullahs with issues not usually
taught—or considered taboo—in the religious educational institutions
that have mushroomed here in this border city with Afghanistan over
the two decades since the Afghan war. The University of Peshawar
project hopes to show another face of the mullahs, who are often
labelled as extremists, and at the same time put them in touch with
everyday concerns of people in this Islamic country. The courses
include a short English language course at the British Council here,
as well as the use of computers, issues of family welfare, women's
health, human rights and peace.

“The course was good and | liked the way punctuality is
observed but the bad thing was that there was a female teacher.
Also | didn't like the use of television and video,” comments Maulana
Nisar, principal of a madrasah near Peshawar. The religious leader,
who wore the traditional headgear worn by religious leaders in this
part of the world, is also missing from the group photograph taken on
the concluding day of the course. He avoided it, because he believes
that making or being photographed is against Islamic teachings. (Ps)

Counting, China-style

BEING - A semi-official study mma(ed by the Chmese A:ademy o!
Social Sciences has said the real jobless rate of the country is
double the official number, sounding an alarm just months before a
sensitive transition of China’s political leadership is to take place. The
Green Book on China’s Population and Labour released last week
estimates China's unemployment rate to be 7 percent—a “critical
level, threatening the country's social stability—and likely to worsen
sharply in the next two years as it faces heightened competition
following its entry into the WTO.

Last week, China officially again put its urban unemployed at 6.8
million—3.6 percent of the urban working population—a gross
underestimation, analysts say, as it excludes the millions who have
‘migrated from rural areas, and unregistered people in urban areas.
The prospect of angry urban workers joining forces with the
discontented peasantry has always troubled Chinese leaders. An
estimated 120 milion people live be\ow lhe pcveny \Ine and around
another

These estimates come on the hee\s 01 massive labour protests in
China’s industrial rustbelt, and months before the Communist Party
elects new leaders, the so-called “fourth generation” that will likely
comprise technocrats such as current Vice President Hu Jintao and
Vice Premier Wen Jiabao. The political transition is already threat-
ened by the mass protests in northeast China and elsewhere. In the
longest-running demonstrations by workers in China's communist
era, tens of thousands of laid-off workers from state firms protested
insufficient severance payouts. State companies have heeded
government calls to raise efficiency by laying off redundant work-
ers, but there is no social safety net for pensioners and the unem-
ployed.

Independent economists warn that over a third of China's urban
400 million could be affected by government efforts at economic

OPINION by PRINCE EL HASSAN BIN T/

The Middle East needs outside
intervention commltted to specific goals.
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Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan is moderator of the World
Conference on Religion and Peace, and President of the Arab

‘Thought Forum.)

Jobless workers under 35 now account for 70 percent
of the total unemployed, compared with under 50 percent two years
ago. Only 70 percent can now find jobs after graduating, in stark
contrast with almost 100 percent during the strictly planned economy
of the 1960s. (Ps)
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The world in Nepal

Deshantar, 16 June

Despite having the
support of foreign
countries such as India,
the United States and the
United Kingdom [for the
emergency], Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba
dissolved parliament after
failing to win the support
of his own party to extend
the state of emergency.
This indicates that foreign
powers are more influen-
tial than domestic ones in
regard to the running of
the state.

Since the Maoists have established their power in the last six years—resulting in a state of emergency
since November 2001—it has become important for the world to be alert about what is happening in Nepal.
The 11 September attack by bin Laden's al-Qaeda on the US has made it clear that sparks ignited by
terrorists can spread to any place in the world.

That's why top American [army] brass used the visit of the US Foreign Secretary [Colin Powell] to
inspect Maoist areas. Top-ranking Indian army officials also visited these areas prior to the visit of the
Indian Army Chief Padmanaban, and the British army chief, too, visited these areas. Last but not least, the
Chinese ambassador, who is all for peaceful diplomacy, also inspected some Maoists-affected districts. He
made it clear that the activities taking place in a bordering state were of concern to the Chinese. His
concern is justified if elements engaged in spreading unrest in Nepal were to cross the border into Chinese
territory. That's why China is prepared to help Nepal solve her internal problems.

There's a symbolic meaning, too. Nepali Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has tried to improve ties
with Britain and the US. The Americans have indicated that they are interested not only i assisting
Afghanistan but, if need be, providing troops to settle the Pakistan and India conflict over Kashmir. if this
were to happen, there is a possibility that Nepal could be used as a base. However, the US envoy to Nepal
has reiterated that this is not his country's intention. As India and the US come closer on the Kashmir issue,
China is worried that the issue of a free Tibet might be ignited. And that is why China is interested in peace
and stabiltyin Nepal.

Itis important for Nepal to decide whether to allow supportive countries such as the US, the UK and
India to have free rein in Nepal or to only use the support that it needs. Both India and China are finding it
difficult to digest Nepal's increasing closeness to the United States. If powerful nations are allowed to make
Nepal their playground, itis not clear what diplomatic price Nepal will have to pay. There is speculation that
Nepal's politics will be much clearer following Their Majesties' upcoming visits to India and China.

A certain section feels that the elections and other activities will fail unless the Maoists are brought into
the mainstream. If elections were to take place, and parliament were formed, it would be a majority
parliament, which exists even now. It doesn't make sense to dissolve parliament. The security forces will
continue to be mobilised in the same manner as they are now, since there is no possibility of adding forces.
However, the Maoists, in that period, will have learnt how to check the security forces. Unless they are
given a political option, development will come to a standstill, given that they are destroying infrastructure.

Sofollowing Their Majesties' visitto India, there will be an attempt to bring the Maosts into the main-
stream. The Maoists seem to be ready to drop their demands for a republic and a constituent assembly, and
settle for a model democracy and a monarch. They appear to be ready to join an interim government and to
fight elections, because it is becoming difficult for India to provide them protection in the face of improving
relations between India and the United States. That is why a certain sector feels that once the king returns
from China, the present government, owing to its inability to maintain peace and security, will be replaced
by an all-party interim government that will work on amending the constitution.

Think locally

Chalphal, 16 June

In reality an ordinary citizen’s relationship with the state is through the local governance units. They help
ordinary people evaluate what democracy has brought, through the work their local representatives do
for them in the villages. As the director of the Association of Village Development Committees Pradip
Thapaliya says that regardless of whether the decisions are taken at the local chautara (resting place) or
while squatting on a straw mat in a village home, they aid the villagers in making up their minds about the
[efficacy] of the state. But the government, citing the state of emergency, has stopped the election
campaigning for these units that should have begun some months ago. Its decision to have general
elections first show that it is not honest towards the local governments. It says that it can hold general
elections, but there is some doubt about whether the decision to not hold local elections was a considered
one, or whether it is simply not in a position to conduct them.

After the dissolution of the House of Representatives Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and his
powerful ministers have not been able to agree on following on of three options: extending the term of
those already in office [in the VDCs], leaving the local units in charge of their employees, or forming some
sort of all-party committees. A source at the Ministry of Local Development told us that Deuba, after two
weeks of discussions, put off making a decision saying ‘we will consider it after July’. But the State
Minister for Local Development is confident that the local governments will be dissolved. He is said to have
told Pradip Thapaliya to ‘tell the VDC chairmen and vice-chairmen coming here that the local governments
will be dissolved.’ That decision may have been a result of infighting in the Nepali Congress. Officials at
the Ministry of Local Development also told us that the government has more or less decided not to extend

TE OF THE WE

Under the circumstances, we have come to recognise that our enthronement was some-
thing preordained.

—King Gyanendra, The Himalayan Times, 18 June

Letgo!
It going to spli!

Fmpeaniean Himalaya Times, 16June

the term of present office bearers in local government units.

The Association of District Development Units, which has a majority of UML representatives, had
decided to request the government to extend by a year the term of those in office, but doing that would
not have been easy for the government. It was a difficult decision, especially for a party that was
effectively divided—it would create more political problems as the UML controls most of the local govern-
ment units. Add to this the fact that an earlier meeting of Nepali Congress DDC chairmen had recom-
mended that the term of the VDCs and DDCs should not be extended. Nepali Congress spokesman Arjun
Narasingh KC says that in a situation where the resources provided to villages has been used by the
terrorists, his party is of the opinion that these units should be run by the administration. However, Krishna
Prasad Sapkota, chair of the DDC Association, says that the government should extend the terms of the
organisations in the event that it cannot hold elections.

Another idea being tossed around in government circles is the formation of all-party committees to run
the local units until the next elections are held. By law, the government can extend the terms of local
governance units members by a year in the event of unforeseen circumstances, natural disasters,
economic mismanagement and other “special situations". Sapkota and others disagree. How, they ask, can
political representatives appointed by the government stay in the villages, districts and municipalities when
even elected members are finding it difficult to stay on. The UML also smells foul play. Spokesman Pradip
Nepal says that the talk of all-party committees is just a tool that the government is using in its internal
party battles. “We oppose such attempts to end the existence of local governments,” says Nepal,

Ifthe terms are not extended and all-party committees are not made, in mid-July these units automati-
cally come under the charge of the employees until the next elections. The people in charge, thus, will be
the Local Development Officers, chief executive officers of municipalities and VDC secretaries...

India’s Maoist links

Nepalgunj Express, 17 June

Excerpes froma piece by Khagendra

Giri “Kopila”

Tetooka lot of time for Nepali
parliamentary partiesand intellec-
cualsto understand that India hasa
hand in Nepal's Maoist “people’s
war”. At the same time, the interest
the restof the world has in the
insurgency s notas acureas hatic
has other regional terrorism
problems. This is why the world has
been unable to unravel Indiv’s
suspect rolein Nepal's problem. It
is nccessary for India’s presenc
position to change, ifan end i to
bebrougheaboutin the Maoist
terrorism that was nurtured by
India. In order for that to happen,

He hasalsovisited India twice.
“The Indian media gave hisvisitls

parysymbol. Senior Congress

morcattention than i did to
Prime Minister Deuba’s visit. But
even his visisfiled toshed any
light (on India’s role). India
declared the Maoists “terrorists”
even before Nepal did, but we have
noinformtionon whatitasdon

Prem Raj Angdembe, Badri Ram
Bhandari, Chandralal Shrestha,
Bishnu Bhaka Bhujuwerealso
present.

Excerpesfrom Satyagraha, 17 June:

ince... Let’s seeif the

visicby His Majesty King
Gyanendra that begins ths week
will bring some good news.

Convention notes

Excerprs from Purngjagaran, 18 June:
oY

Thestage,thebalcony, heer

re

dleswerelined up ourside the venue
of the gencral convention [ofthe
Nepali Congress]venue. Rumours
circulted sid there were 900
represcnativesthere,butin fact not
more than 250 representatives
attended. Party workersfrom the
districscould bescen gearingup o
haveagood timeata horel on the

the Nepali establishment first needs
towin the supportof the world
community—indluding India. There
isalso the possibilty that India may
try to bargain with India, diplo-
matically, on othersucs, in
exchange for agreeing to help n the
fightagainst the Maoists. To bring

SUBHAS RAII ADVENTURES OF A NEPALI FROG

BHAIRAV ARYAL S1b]mgs

The essay form has played an important
role in Nepali literature, giving writers a
chance to meditate upon society, and to
comment on the life around them. Bhairav
Aryal is one of the best-loved essayists of
the modern age, writing from the 1950’s till
his untimely death in the 1970’s. He was a
satirist who commented on the absurdities
of modern Nepal, as well as a journalist and
editor. The essay below, written during the
years after the royal takeover of 1960,
speaks well of the bungling of the
Panchayat years.

THE INTERNATIONAL FROG CONFERENCE

In today's world, a son has greater worries than the unemployed; a
journalist is in a greater rush than a taxi car. On top of that, if
someone takes up journalism in order to stave off the daily hassles of
being a son, you can imagine how patchy his life gets. And | am the
kind of journalist who must serve journalism all day on the basis of a
rickety cycle, and enjoy the nectar of filial life in the early evening,
scraping out the pot for storing grains. That's why my mind keeps
spinning all night and all day—as if a cinema reel were flickering on
the screen of my brain. One second I'm thinking of the disarmament
speeches of world leaders, another second I'm thinking about the
boiled rice rations that | must gather by this evening. One moment t's
the Geneva Convention, and the next moment it's the divorce of the
mothers of sons and daughters.

This incident is still fresh and warm, just from the day before
yesterday. | had finished reporting on the meeting of the All Nepal
Family Problems Solution Meeting, and was heading home when |

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

my misfortune, the tube of my cycle burst just then, so loudly you
would think that a bomb had detonated on my head. She frantically
tossed her bundle into the brushes and looked at me. As soon as our
eyes met, | recognised her. She had led a delegation to the International
Forward Ladies' Conference last year, and only a few days ago,
she had given a talk on the edge of the Ranipokhari pond, vowing to
dedicate her life to taking care of children by remaining unmarried
all her life. There was no question that a journalist like | would
recognise her.

You surely know, many things that a journalist sees he cannot write
about, and many things that he writes about he cannot see. If he could
write everything he sees, then the papers would be full of shoving and
crushing and anger and jealousy and poison, et cetera. If he could see
everything he writes about, then the world of man would be like the
world of the gods: all progress, development, friendship and idealism.
So why should a modern journalist pay attention to her bravery in
solving her problem? The age demands wife and children planning; just
because the method is different, how can it be called a crime? It could
be that she's come up with a means of her own, to suit the times.

When | reached a litfe further, | saw a policeman scolding a loiterer.
I dragged my cycle along, my legs trembling from fear that he might
scold me too, but then, how would he dare catch a gentleman who
rides cycles? Indeed, | had found a main news item, and | even thought
up its tite—Confrontation Between Police and Robber.’ Whether or not
the man was a robber was for the police to figure out. I'm just a
journalist, all I need is news.

In the end it doesn't matter, because these days, in every country,
intelligence reports are Bramha's words for the government, and the

papers and radio news are Bramha's words for the citizens.

Intelligence agents and reporters have become so skilled at

concealing what has happened, writing about what hasn't
happened, coloring the white and twisting the straight, that in
reality, world politics is in their hands.
Afriend of mine used to say in jest—at the border of two
countries, there were barracks on each side. One day, an
intelligence agent and a reporter were walking towards the border
on their side of the divide. Just then, a uniformed soldier from the other
side ran across the border with something in his hands. The intelli-
gence agent immediately called headquarters, and the reporter called
the office. ‘A soldier from such-and-such country entered our territory."
A police Jeep arrived immediately. The journalist at once reported, ‘The
police have also arrived.’ The news was true enough. In no time at all,
the morning editions of newspapers beat up a fuss—Border encroach-
ment by a soldier of such-and-such country.’ The intelligence report
was proved by the newspaper report. Politicians rushed o release
statements, the parties rushed to hold an emergency meeting and
passed a proposal of protest. Editors rushed to write editorials. The
radios rushed to review the editorials. Allied nations stirred into action,
leamed folks like us got a chance to sit around at restaurants talking
about all of this while chewing on meatballs. In the end, investigations
showed that the soldier had been suffering from dystentry, and had to
take a dump as he was heading out for morning duty, but the toilets
were all crammed full, so he grabbed a mug of water and ran off to sit
down wherever he could find a spot. Now you tell me how important
intelligence agents and reporters are. That's why | decided to make
news out of the encounter between the loiterer and the police.

I hadn't even had time to write a report on the speeches given by
various intellectuals and representatives at this morning’s Firewood-
and-Dung Distribution Meet. As soon as | got home, | settled down on
the trunk to wrie, thinking "1l cough up all this nonsense all at once. |
ordered the mother of my son—Alright, | don't have any time to eat any
rice-shice, just bring me a chillum of sour tobacco leaves.’ My sleeping
son, representing his mother, replied—Mother axed the chillum and

by MEGH RANJANI RAI

distress

Am | to be
the last to
eat from the
family plate
while my

dear mother
feeds you the
choicest
fare?

Ason speaks:

Do I have the choice of sitting back and letting someone else
worry about the next meal on the tablez Do [ have the choice of not
being the head of che family?

Dol have the choice of not performing my filial duties as the
cldest born?

Am I bound to carc for my younger siblings, sce that my sisters
are married and my brothers educated and sertled in white-collar
jobs? Am I supposcd to sec to it that my children arc provided for, a
house, an education, a furure?

Sowhat if [am the chosen progeny? Am I supposed to be “duty
bound"?

Dol have to subjugate my independence to “Son, you must. It
is expected of you, so are you supposed to”? These doctrines tie my
spiritfrom taking wings.

Can I ot say, “T am not responsible for you, my brothers, my
sisters, my wife, my children, cach o his own and as one s destined
0" You make or break your own destiny. Am 1 being facalstic,
nihilistic when I voice these views?

“There are questions that | must ask myself. Lam in a pre-
destined position—the eldest born and that too, a son. The one
who carries my father's name forward, the futue scion of the family.
Averitable don! Am I prepared to give up these privileges?

Ifnot, then why this quandary?

In retrospect: an answer from a daughter

“To cach his own dear brothers, father, son, and husband. Ific
was not so by what is demanded of us, am I to be kept the last to
cat from the family plate, while my dear mother, feeds you with the
choicest fare?

Am I to be sent to the government vidyalaya, while you put on a
tie,slick your hair with the oil from the houschold press, and are
accompanied proudly by my faher o the “English Boarding
School”?

“Tutored by the best English-speaking ladics from Darjecling,
while I languish in the corner, trying to interpret, trying to glean
“pearls of wisdom” that are “pearls before a sow” to your noncha-
lant cars

Am 1, t00, to be married off to a man, my father's peer, then
sold to the helicopter lady from Bombay, flashing her jewels and

romising.a 25 percent on the deal that you make on me? Am I not
the source, the shak spirit from whence you were born, butam I
o castaside, a masomat widow. No land to my name, no place in
socicty, not even considered as a community member, dejected and
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and that Ram Chandra Poudc!
hould ke bis ol Whonanoth

journalistclose o Deuba, whoalso
happens o be pressadvisor tothe
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EXHIBITION

“ Monsoon Moods Annual collective summer show from 20 June
at Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited, 11AM-6Pm
except Saturday. 411122

% Three Men's Perspective A three-man exhibition of
photographic art 9-27 June, 10AM-5PM, except Saturdays, Park
Gallery, Pulchowk. 522307

FOOTBALL

% World Cup Watch Football finals at GAA Hall, Thamel, 30 June, 4PM on. Tickets, Rs 99

(St Xavier's ‘92-'02) and Rs 199 (all rest) at GAA Hall, St Xavier's School, Tukuche
Restaurant, Darbar Marg, Kasthamandap Bazar.

Bookie's Bar Watch World Cup games, win free buffets and other prizes with every match.
Free entrance, Hotel Yak & Yeti everyday. 248999

* Word Cup Football Show All the World Cup matches on the Summit big screen. Free Entry.

s

Catch of the match Every World Cup match, everyday, with food and drink at The Jazz Bar,
Shangri-La Hotel. 412999

Best steaks and ESPN World Cup games at K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. Buy two
beers, get a can free, daily specials. 433043.

s

EVENTS

+# ELD Training Workshops Telephone Skills, Welcoming Visitors, Dealing with Enquiries &

Complaints, 25-28 June, 9.30 AM-12.30 PM. Memo & Letter Writing, 25-28 June, 1.30

PM-4.30 PM. UK Charity, British facilitator, at Sanepa. For details: eld@wlink.com.np,

524202, www.eld.org.uk

The Formation of a Nepali Public Sphere in India and the Creation of “Nepaliness”,

1914-1940 Talk by Rhoderick Chalmers, SOAS, London. 25 June, 2PM. CNAS (Centre for

Nepal and Asian Studies), Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur. Organised by CNAS and the South

Asia Institute, Heidelberg University.

% Friends of the Bagmati Meeting 26 June, 3PM, Dwarika's Hotel to discuss the second
Bagmati River Festival. All welcome. friendsofthebagmatinepal@yahoo.com

% Namaste Banepa an education project seeks input and ideas. wavetex@wlink.com.np

Music

* International music day Two open concerts, special children's programme and modern
songs at Tundikhel Open floor 11AM-5PM, classical, folk and rock programme from 6:30 PM
on at the Alliance Francaise, Thapathali. Free Entrance. 21 June

DRINK

% Uncork the good times at Dwarika's Hotel. 30 percent discount on snacks and beverages
in the new Fusion Bar. 43" screen for football viewing. Swimming pool for non-football fans.
479488

% Metre of Malts Single malt exhibition and tasting. Twelve single malts for Rs 999. Evenings,
Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

* Mountain Madness Cocktails, happy hour everyday 4PM-8 PM, two for the price of one at
Rs 250. Kilroy's of Kathmandu, Thamel. 250440

E3

Fo0D

The best of Punjab Punjabi thali dinners at The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel, 21-27 June.
411818
Malaysian food Rojak, popiah goreng, kndak jaggong and more. All through June,
Shambhala Garden, Shangri La-Hotel. 412999
Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Resmuram. 425510
Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday nights. 416096.
BBQ and momo evenings 5PM onwards at Nanglo Café and Pub, Darbar Marg. 222636
Special Thai cuisine at Ban Thai Restaurant, Darbar Marg. 243271

E3

o o

E3

GETAWAYS

% Chiso Chiso Hawama with World Cup Passion at Club
Himalaya Nagarkot. Rs 1,500 per person on twin sharing
with free snacks. 410432, 680083.

% Monsoon at its best Walk in the rain through the pristine
countryside. $35 per person per night on full board basis at
the Horse Shoe Mountain Resort, Mude.
resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

* Special offer Buy one $99 overnight package, get the second night at 50% Valid for one or
two people, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

* Shivapuri Heights Cottage Two acres with cottages at 6,000 feet on the edge of the
Shivapuri National Park. Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, second day lunch
free. Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, children under five free.

YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

BOOKWORM

Kingdom on Edge: Nepal: Royal Tragedy 2001 Subarna Chhetri, Suresh Mall, eds
“The Hidden Treastre, 2002, Kathmandu

cfore this year’s World Cup
B began, I picked Argenina to

beat Portugal n the final.
Neither team, of course, made

out of the first round. Nor did

Rs2,000 I )
iy ustrated donartpap history of Neps ranceor two-
ingch i h 1Jun. Historians,journalists, time winners Uruguay.
businessmen dothers rel h the rule of King Birendra, the These traditional powers hail
up by his death, and the road ahead for Nepal under the present king, from Europeand South Ameica,

Studies in Nepali History and Society Vol 5, No 1 Pratyoush Onta, Mary Des Chene, Seira Tamang,
fark Licchry
Mandala Book Point, Kad\ma.mlu, 2000

The]zresredmnnnfﬁlNlIAS M:mdzla Book l"mm schnhr]vpumal ln(l\ldasﬂﬂl(lticn[l\'ltd Insnmr
tional R ctric

the Ntml Legal uwu:vacpa] Uth ion, Government Policies and.
Gi i I Problems in Pokhara, Nepal; and Kath duko FM Radio ma Nepal Bhasa.

Poverty and Rural Development in Nepal Krishna Bahadur Kunwar
Mina Kunwar, Kathmandu, 1999/2002
Rs225

In this Nepali-| ki the author scts out to define poverty. He places rural poverty in
Nepalin the contextof democracy and party politics and discusses how poverty alleviation
programs can ork betvith locaJ lsadsrshlp and self-governance. Finally, Kunwar discusses
foreign aid and poverty, with some
lessons from China.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Wanted: Flat in Lalitpur at Rs 3,500 per month
Contact com

Road, 15 min. from Lincoln School. Big campound

five bedrooms, rvant
quarters. Motorable road. Ring 356074, 951030322
for Hari, Shanta, Sanju or John.

Foot -Reflexology: stressed or ired? UPLIFT YOUR
SPIRIT FROM YOUR TOES UP.

email: buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 425031 House for rent Ground fioor: iving room, ktchen,
dining room, one bathroom. First floor: master

British Charity seeks smart, dynamic and self- bedroom with attached bath, one bedroom, bath-

motivated person. Responsibiliies include marketing
& promotion, handling enquiries and general adminis-
traive duties. Recent graduates seeking experience
with an INGO are encouraged to apply. Please send
CV (as word attachment), covering letter (stating
expected salary) and scanned photograph to
ukcharity@nepalimail com.

Flowerlovers don't miss our special FUCHSIA
exhibition!!! More than 60 new and very beautiful
varieties of FUCHSIA, recently imported from Europe,
are on sale now, for the first time ever in Nepal. Only at
THE BISHALNAGAR NURSERY, tel. 431797, five min
from Bhatbhateni Supermarket, two min from
Bishalnagar Chowk (turn right and downhil.

Landrover Defender 110 1990, 146,000 kms. Duty not
paid. Price negotiable. Contact 521105 between
10AM-12 noon

House to let Sitapaila Heights, 5 min. from Ring

room, panty. Second floor: one bedroom with
attached bath, store, lobby. Third floor: terrace and
laundry room. Location: Galfutar. Tel: 412094.

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialtes, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on
full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
“highest’, first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the moon.
By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant and
Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433, 15
percent off season discount

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

% The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast
and dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

lFar inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepaliimes com ]

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

Just as we suspected three weeks ago in this column, the
monsoon is late. Years vith robust pre-monsoon showers
have usually seen a weak start 1o the real monsoon, and
0 it was this year. If you want to go into the technical
detais, then it is the equatorial jet stream not reaching
its usual norther position over the Himalayan foothils to
push the first monsoon waves along. A a result, the
westerles are sl playing tug-o-var with the moisture-
bearing winds from the southeast. However, this satelite
image taken on Wednesday morning shows a big
monsoon pulse buiding up over eastern India. This zone
will reach Nepal next week with heavy sustained rains.
KATHMANDUVALLEY

Fii Sat Sun Mon Tie
30-20 30-20 2919 2919 30-20

on FM 102.4

Mon-Fri 0615-0645
Sat 0615-0645
Sun 0615-0645
Daily 2045-2115
Daily 2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Auteit &ar
BBC Rurelt &av

Radio Sagarmatha

P.0. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

and it shocking how those regions
have owned the tournamentin the
past. Ofthe 16 previous World
Cups,cight have been won by
European teams, cight by South
Americans. In 1998 and 1994, every
quarterfnalistwas European or
South American, Over thefive most
recent Cups,only o eams rom
other continents (Cameroon in 1990
and Mexico n 1986) madeicthatar
“Thisyear, o the cight quarterfi-
nalists, one each are from Africa
(Senegal), North America (the US),
and Asia(co-host South Korea)
Critics of this year's tournamencare
making excuses—the tournament
was scheduled too soon afier the
European club scason but too late
to scape the north-cast Asian
monsoon,etc rc. But the :imp|csr
explanationischat the “world
game”is finally sarting to globalis.
“The bestleagues in the world
arestillin Europe, but the main
reason today i that that's where
the money is. In theline-ups of he

Think football has nothing to do with history

and globalisation? Think again.

world' richest clubs you'llsee
Trinidadians, Liberians and

Australians. Players and coaches are
movingaround the world more than
ever, and their |

0some degree the team has
succeeded despite the crushing
weghtof thir countymen's

expectations, which have it to
dowith football and thing t

national teams are the benefici

Complex inferiorities
The dmfemnv Korean crowds
amajor factor

dowith history.
Popular sentiment here
demanded hatKoreados st as

in their team’s three victories, but

and long-time
oppressor Japan, and icdidn’t

matcer that the Korcan tcam was
facing more diffcult opponents.
“Then the US started havinga good

Cupand Korea wanted o keep up
with the Joneses, wich whom they
havea very understandable love-
hate elaionship built on over 50
yearsof hosting American soldiers.
“Then, overthe weekend, I met
aKorean schoolteacher who said
thatiniialy she was just hoping the
team would make the second
round, but once they'd drawn Ialy
thr, victorywassenil. Why?

match. [wasstanding in a becr ine
before the England-Nigeria game
when I heard the man behind me
tell someone hewas from “Mount
Everest” Lok Bahadur Biswokarma
actually hais from Pokhara, buc
guess that's what he says o avoid
getting blank stares.

Thad to pay about double fce
value toa ticket scalper that day,
butLok, who's been vingin

Because North K
she'd been taughtall her hfe tohate
and fear—had beaten Ly in 1966
and itwould be shameful not o at
least equal that feat. Vry few of the
current hrongs of ed-shirted
South Korean fans werealive in
1966 burthatdosn . The
local TV nerwork

Osakawith his Jap

Shigeko for three years, workingas
anoodle chef, had goteen tickets to
chis very desirable match at regular
price, by some means [ didn’t quite
understand that nvolved writinga
letter o FIFAand then waiting ina
long queuc of Germans.

Lokwas shirtlessand had a

the point home by incessantly
showinghazy black-and-white foorage
ofanantique North Korean goal.

“The Korean team has measured
uptoallthree of hosc imagined
focs inaddition to the real ones
they've faced on the field. Who
knows whatwould have happened if
they had instead lostto Italy—
riots? mass suicides>—but thank-
fully we'll never have o find out.
Nepali fans around the world

In Osaka lastweek, T had the
needle-in-a-haystack experience of
randomly meetinga Nepaliata

Syakar Company Ltd
Jyoti Bhawan, Kantipath Kathmandu

small England flag pained on his
check. Tasked him about this
allegiance, but he said he'd had his
face painted justfor fun—he
doesn'tsupportany of the teams at
this year's tournament. He
apologised, “dherai raksi khaay”,
butmost of the crowd at that
match was in the exact same boat.
Wewere o excited to find cach
other that we metagain at halfime,
when heintroduced me to hiswife.
Even though the game wasa goal-
lessdraw, mecting him madeica
special afiernoon, ¢
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

cen observersand shrevwd anal-sts of Nepali
KpolmcsmanmncdmmhesadockNovs
which has consistently garnered higher ratings
than any other soap opera. Itis cven more riveting than
the longrunning Afghan teleserial, Loya Jrga and the
Warlordsand the brand new Indian teevision d
The Unguided Missile Man. The reason is that our
political drama has more backcstabbing, backcbicing,
back-pedalling, backing the wrong horse, back-scratch-
ing, greed and avarice than any other on the planct. (So
far,there hasn't been any explicit sex yet, but we can’t
rule thatout in future cpisodes.)

While channel hopping the other day to find out
whatwas happening at the Ny
“Teku, I was given a tour de force of the exciting stuffour
cableoperator has on offer:

fas
Lucy s eally getting out of hand—now sheis tying to

frame her teacher forsexual harassment, But guess who's
coming to dinner: itis the fruit of Ewing’s enemy’s loins.

luring i to et up a new company called Enron, Ellie
sh

NEPALI SOCIETY

Our women in The Hague

Kabita Nirola, who began her
career in the Nepal Police
directing traffic on New Road back

I s been a long journey for

thinks Jock will leave her if she hasa

can'ttake it any moreand emigrates to New Zealand.

Dynasty
Alexis masries Cecil Colby, thus cement-
ing the merger berween Colbyco and
Denver Carringron. Butisa
jungle out there,as Alexis
soon finds ot o her chagin.
She starts firing with an
alpha male from the Masai
Mara. Blake Carrington, stung
by this teachery, finds his own she-lion, Krystle Grant
Jennings, whostruggle to fitinto the lavish, powerful
and sometimes ruthles lfestyle of the Carri
the pride hunts wildebeest on the Serengeti Plains buc
catupa National Geographic cameraman by mistake.
The Bold and the Beautiful
Brookeis on the couch watching the World Cup
th Koreaand ltaly when she

Hereis aspy who has leaked JR's ess-than-legal dealings
o the Senate Commitece. As Jock's heart attac)
mandatesa quadruple bypass, JR setsatrap for Gary by

overhears Ericaand Whip's conversation on the baby
monitor. Stephanic tells Spectra that Bridget threw her
out. Deacon, who is bitslow upstair, and has already
watched the matchlive, tells Brooke the score. She
nearly strangles him, unavare that Ahn has scored the
golden goal and their marriage i lready over. Brooke
allows Deacon to feelthe baby kick, Bridger can't take
itany morcand emigrates to New Zealand.

The 8 olclock News
Sher tels Giria that he doesn' like him any more.
Girijasays,look you impudent twit, don'ttalk to me
like that, and bans him from his parcies for three years.
Miffed, Sher runs offo geta bulldozer and demolishes
the august house. Girija says, wit right here, Il ake
care of you when I come back from China. Sher tells
KP, don'tjustsit there, do something, But it too late,
Sherhas Girfjaina half-neson while Girfa andsan upper
cuon the Sher's jaw. Now thevweather: A bitunsetdled

oversome partsof the kingdom in the nex: 24 hours.

inthe 1980's, D
were a rarity. *A man came up and
whistled at me," she says, laugh-
ing. " arrested him. Drivers would
stop to look at me because they
had never seen a policewoman.”
Nirola moved up the ranks to
become one of Nepal's four
women DSPs, Then, two years
ago, she joined the International

Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugostavia, following in the
footsteps of her colleague Rita
Pradhan, who in 1994 also left the
police force as a DSP to join

the ICTY.

On arare sunny day in The
Hague, both women hunt for a
sidewalk café, but these are all
occupied by sun-starved Europeans.
Eventually they settle on a dark
Chinese restaurant and talk about
the work they do now. For security
reasons, they are not allowed to
reveal much about this, however.

They both work as
Investigators in
teams composed of
lawyers, military
analysts, other

police, and
translators.

They are not allowed to discuss
‘what exactly they are investigating
in relation to the former Yugosla-
via, and neither can they say where
they take their frequent field trips.
“It's in the former Yugoslavia,
obviously,” Kabita offers, but that is
as specifc as she can be.

These restrictions promise o
grind the interview to a halt, but
Kabita goes on: “In Nepal, we
usually investigated crimes that
had just been committed. In the
case of the former Yugoslavia,
we're investigating crimes that
accurred years ago.”

Pradhan faced a greater
challenge in adjusting to ICTY's
work because when she joined in
1995, the organisation was only a
year old, and unusure of its own
mandate. “Nothing was clearly laid
outfor us," she says. “Butnow
there’s a system in place.”

Were they sorry to leave the
Nepal Police? Both women nod
vigorously. "l spent seventeen years
there. That's what trained me,”
Nirola says. “And obviously my
training was good, because | can
compete at an international level.”
Pradhan is just as unequivocal
about paying her dues: “We're here
today because of the Nepal
Police.” Yet the discrimination they
endured in Nepal st rankles.

Impressively, of the fourteen
Nepalis employed at the ICTY,
three are women. (The third is a
lawyer, Tej Thapa). Both Pradhan
and Nirola are glad to be seting
an example for the younger women
joining the Nepal Police. Having
moved up the ranks through sheer
effort, they open the way for the
following generations. ¢
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