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One Congress too many

The Election Commission is having a
tough time figuring out which is the real
Congress. One of the reasons is that
the three commissioners have political
soft spots for three different political
entities: Deuba, Koirala and the RPP.
The EC also has a history of taking time
to decide: it took three months to rule on
the Baburam Bhattarai vs Lila Mani
Pokhrel tussle in 1994 over the Jana

MOHAN_ MAINALI in KHANDBARI
M onsoon mistsslide through the
forest. In the valley below, the
Arun river flows placidly south-
wards, and the terraces sway with ripening
corn. Itis hard in the dyllic ills of castern
Nepal o imagine that fear and death salk
thevillages. And iis even more difficul to
imagine how the Novembergeneral
clections can be held here.
“The usual bustle of Khandbaris bazar s
gone. Small groups huddlein the teashops,

The east

A firsthand account of the insurgency from Sankhuwasabha district.

in the district
bha. But the

and spread towards Taplejung, Even though

heir is notasstrong, one-

ly g the streets
ourside. The town has been undera dusk to

Morcha split.

Allthis dilly-dallying is making the
two factions of the Congress very
nervous. The deadline for registering
new parties expires 9 July. The rump
Congress will therefore need a ruling
by Monday morning at the latest, and at
the pace things are moving, many say
thatis unlikely. Both Deuba and Koirala
have been issuing vague threats of a
boycott if they don't get the party’s all-
important tree symbol. But both also
have fall-back options of joining two of
the four new parties that have been
registered with intriguing names like
Rastriya Nepali Congress and Nepali
Congress Party.

Meanwhile, the EC has asked
security agencies to begin assessing
the requirements for the polls, based on
which it will decide how to hold the
elections—phases, polling centres, etc.
But there is another ‘what if’ before
that: the Supreme Court verdict on
litigation demanding that the dissolved
House be reinstated.

More Indians

First, the good news. For the first time
since June last year, the number of
Indian tourists has gone up—doubled, in
fact. Arrivals were 8,480 in June, up
from the 4,101 in the same month last
year. Now the not-so-good news: there
were fewer third country visitors. Their
numbers slid about 13 percent to 5,300.
Overall, the tourist arrivals are down 40
percent compared with 2001.

Times]

Q. Isit possible to hold general elections as scheduled
inNovember?

Totalvotes: 1079

Weekly tenet ol # 2 To vol o - wwwnepaiimescom
Q. Which faction of he Nepali Congress should get to
Keep the party name and symbol?

26 November.
“Youmight bean informer,orevena
Maoist, why should I alk to you?” asks
young man acthe local i, his eyes averted.
Four monthsago, Maoiss beat and
threatened to kil him. The boy fled his
Barabise homeand came to Khandbari, ‘He
still hasn’t gotten overit” his lodge owner
exphined. “His wounds have healed, buthis

o e dosertad ol
last weekisjusttying to ge by: survive:
from day to day, maybe catch up on the
World Cup. An election i the st hing on
people’s minds.

“Idon’t think we can hold elections if
the Maoists oppose them,” DDC chairman
“Tuls Prasad Neupane told us bluncly.
“Even ifthe military guards voting centres,
don’tthink people will come ouand vote.”

fourth of he villag the sway of
Maoists. VDC offcials have been forced to
resign, and many have moved to Khandbari
orChainpur, VDC buildings have been
orched, and all records destroyed.

Most local members of the Nepali
Congressand the RPP havealready been
Killed or have fled. “Some of hose sill
around can be scen at the ormightlyall-
party mectings,and thatis aboutall the
political activity b i d here,”

mental scarsare decper.”
Lonely party flagsfluter over the roofs

Rolpa in the cast. This s where the Maoists
b ising their d,

says Dambar Khadka of the UML. Khadka

It for the UML, too,

is red

but his cadres are sell in the villages.
Some UML parcy workers have dealt
with Maoists, and because of that have
been picked up for questioning by
security forces.

Now, the clections will make the
UMLa target of the Maoists, many of
whom are ex-UML themselves, and will
have scorcs to sertle. Senor officialslke
Basu Shakya, Badri Hang Lingthepuand
Netra Regmi in the Maoist's “disrict
people’s government” arcall ex-UML.

see ) p6

Editorial p2

Surrealist history on canvas

Hari Prasad Sharma lives in the
past. He can imagine in minute
detail what community life in a
Patan baha might have been
like 400 years ago (right), or
enterinto Jaya Prakash Malla's
dreams of Taleju Bhawani. And
he can put this imagination with

extraordinary skill into
breathtaking three-dimensional paintings.

Sharma, in his extensive research and
meditation on Kathmandu Valley's lives and times,
seems to have absorbed something of the quality

oils, and while they are loosely ‘realist’, there is a
slightly off-kilter perspective, colours either muted or
exaggerated with an almost crayon-like boldness,
corners, hills and clouds sometimes deliberately
cartoonish that force the Viewer to meditate on the
plasticity of the work. It is this lack of pretence to
authenticity that gives Sharma's scenes their
immediacy and emotional resonance. They are more

“real” because they are so highly individual.
This show is an important step for the 65-year-
old Lagan Tole native whose career has been

its place in contemporary life.

that has made it what it is—a combination of deep

knowledge of history and tradition and technical
expertise, and the vision to innovate, based on
these two. Al the works in Sharma's current

from 11AM-6PM everyday.)

show, Kathmandu Valley: Down the Ages, are

marked by a nuanced understanding of tradition and

(Kathmandu Valley: Down the Ages is on at the
Nepal Art Council Gallery, Babar Mahal until 10 July,

see ) pl5
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ANIMATED SUSPENSION

Il this is getting to be like one of those movies where you can choose
Ame plot as you go along. There are choices we will make in the

months ahead that are going to shape the destiny of this nation. Will
our freedoms stay? Will democracy prevail? Will the rule of law and the
constitution be safeguarded? The question is: which buttons will our rulers
press? Will they make the wrong turn and take us deeper down the path
towards absolute anarchy, or will we start to see the end of this long dark
tunnel?

Those choices will be determined by the elther or's avrayed ahead of us.

The Supreme Court, the Election Commission, a ‘| les:

STATE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL

Lessons from another emergency

The

COnstltutlon of Kingdom of Nepal (1990).

B ¥ coincidence, the Indian press was
commemorating Indira Gandhi's
dreaded “Never Again” Emergency
when King Gyanendra arrived in India.
Here was a forcign dignitary whose
country wasalso in an internal emer-
gency, vsiting during the anniversary.
Alothaschanged inthestrucareof
Indian he faccful night of 25

that sits in Singha Darbar, a monarch who is trying to ba\ance his obliga-
tions with his constitutional role, and Nepali revolutionaries who want to
overthrow everything and start from year zero—all are in the process of
making these choices. Every decision taken in the next few weeks will
influence and alter the final outcome.

Q: Which Nepali Congress faction will inherit the party name, banner and
election symbol? The Election Commission is scratching its head trying to
figure that one out. Only Deuba, Koirala and their cronies want a split, the
party cadre don't. But they will be forced to chose, and they will most will
likely go to whichever faction gets the flag. A decision on this is expected on
this as we go to press.

Q: Will parliament be reinstated? The Supreme Court is deliberating on
an appeal by orphaned Nepali Congress MPs. Members from other parties
from the dissolved house have psyched themselves up for elections, and
are preparing for the upcoming campaign. The Supreme Court decision is
expected in two weeks, and we don't envy the Chief Justice's .

Q: Can elections be held? Under present conditions, free, fair and full
polls are not possible. As a party worker in Khandbari told us (see p 1) “We
couldn't even hold SLC exams outside the district headquarters, how can
we hold elections?" Respondents to the weekly Nepali Times/
nepalnews.com Internet poll this week were more or less evenly split on the
question of whether elections could be held.

Q: If elections can't be held, then what?

By itself, it is not so worrying that the Nepali Congress has cut itself in
half. Parties split all the time in a democracy. And we have the
world's largest democracy next door where a dynastic party
with a similar name split in two and carried an |-for-Indira
suffix for two decades. Factionalism and horse-trading
are not unusual either: this is what parliamentary
parties everywhere are hardwired to do.

The present political paralysis is also
natural, considering that caretaker govern-
ments here have virtually no political
decision-making power. Besides, the ruling
team doesn't even have a party and represents
a parliament that doesn't exist.

No, what is unconscionable is that all this is
happening at a time of make-or-break national
crisis—when democracy is in mortal danger
and the only forces who benefit from this ugly
quarrel are the enemies of democracy on the
left and the right. It speaks of extreme short-
sightedness and ineptitude.

As things stand, the day of reckoning is 13 Novem-
ber—if the elections are held, and more so if they aren't.

Watch this space.

June, 1975, butthe memory nfmxdmgh(
knocks on the door still makes senior
journalists in New Delhi shake their heads.

"The glamorous youngsters of corporate
India’s tabloid TV wouldn't knowit, butic
was the Emergency that tested the resilience
of press freedom in their country, And
bamng:xcepnonssuchas(helndmn
Expressand the Statesman, much of the
mainstream presscasily succumbed o
authoriarian pressure. The tycoon press,
symboliscd back then by The Times of
Indinand The Hindustan Times, willingly
transformed themselves overnight nto the
mouthpicces of Indira Gandhis propaganda
machine.

“The dissenters wereall from the
margins: stalwarts of the alternative
media like Nikhil Chakravart?'s Main-
stream, Romesh Thapar's Seminar, and
Raj Mohan Gandhi's Himmat kept the
lamp offrecdom flickering during the
long night of the Emergency. Lal Krishna

Advani once rued that the Indian press
shamelessly crawled on all fours when all
they were asked to do was bend a bir. It
isan irony of history that Advani s today
deputy prime minister of a right wing
government in New Delhi that is hound-
ing Time's Alex Perry and rehelka.com’s
Tarun Tejpal.

"To be fair, Perry’s salacious gossip
was unfair, and Tejpal's tehelka ofien
crosses the thresholds of entrapment
journalism. But there are more appropri-
ate methods of fighting motivated
reporting than serving summons to
international columnists on flimsy
grounds and raiding the premises of a
web publisher under specious pretexts
Especially in a country that likes to call
itsclf the world's largest democracy.

Unfortunately, the authorities do
much worse when they have emergency
powers at their disposal. Vidya Charan
Shukla used to make Indira Gandhi's
critics disappear. And here in Nepal,
undera “partyless” prime miniscer, the
government seems to be borrowing from
Shukla's dreaded emergency handbook.
“The Krishna Sen episode is an example of
the low respect that the authoriries have
for the personal freedom of those that
they perccive to be “cnemics”.

T this instance, let me say that Krishna
Senwasno journalitnthe usual sense of

ight to Freedom is enshrined in Clause 12 of Part 3 of the

and alitceraccur. (Full Disclosure: I was
often the target of the ediorial witch-hunes
in Janadesh for beinga consistently vocal
critic of the Maoists.)

Butthat hardly matcers.
Pamphletceringis nosinin any civilied
socicty, much lessa rime ina democracy.
In democratic countries, dissenters expect
tobe heard. However, democracyin Nepal
isina state of suspended animation. Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba obviously
doesn'tfeelthe pangs of conscience when
heis advised by his security forces o insist
that the facts about Krishina Sen will be
made publicin duc course.

“There are credible reportsin the
media that Krishna Sen dicd in deten-
tion. A diplomat in Kathmandu s quoted
by the 28 June edition of the London-
based daily The Independentas saying:
“Theteisa body and i has mauks
consistent with torcure.” This is too
serious an allegation to wait foran
appropriate time' for an official explana-
tion. Itis no more the credibility of the
prime minister alone that is at stake. Our
rule of law itselfis now under inerna-
tional scrutiny
international level can severcly impair the
government’s resolve o fight Maoist
insurgency wih fullforce.

In a country where the death sen-
tenceis constitutionally prohibited, all

ch censure at the

the term. Thef
cditcd—Janadeshand
Janadisha—were Maoist
propagandasheets. That
they came outatall wasa
tribute to thefrecdoms
that our press enjoyed
before the emergency
“They were not “newsp
pers” because no attemps
were ever made o
scparate newsfrom views in
any of the content. L am not
0o surc of the literary meric
of Krishna Sen’s pocms cicher.
Senwasa pamphlercer
masqueradingasa journalist

judicial. Prime Minister
Deuba s right: nobody is above the v if
heisa terrorist. But he must remember,
that the law of the land docsn’t permit
his agencies to exccute anyone cher.

Whatisalso acstake nowis not just the
freedom of the press,asitwasfor the media
in India during Indira Gandhi’s cmergency.
Freedom of opinion and expression were
both suspended with the declaracion of the
state ofemergency. The bigger challenge
before the Nepali press i to risc 2 unitcd
voice to protect the Right to Freedom
cnshrined in Clause 12 of Parc 3 of the
Consttution of Kingdom of Nepal (1990).
Senis justone name; the ight to lfe of
every other Nepaliis equally sacrosanct.
‘The Maoists are terrorist, o they are not
bound by the laws of the land. Butf the
state docsn'trespect the ife and dignity of
its citizens, its own legitimacy would be in
serious jcopardy. ¢

OPINION

he Consticution of Nepal (1990) is
T aremarkable consensus document.

Representatives of the monarch
and from all major policical parics,
including some from the far-left, agreed
on the fundamental conceps of a
constitutional monatchy and muld-party
democragy.

But those of us who welcomed the
constitution need to face the reality that
the nature of poliies today has changed.
Whether welike it or not, the constitu-
vional bodies and forces including the
parliament and political parties e not
any mote the dominant insticucions that
the constiution had visualised. Alarge, if
not major part, o the kingdom functions
neither in accordance to the directives of
the state, nor under the rule of law. The
leaders ofallpolitical parties are respon-
sible, to a greater or lesser degree, for
\|shcring i this state of lawlessness,
mayhem and bloodshed. Those who
occupied theseats of governance and
power must take the major share of
the blame.

In the seven months that the state of
emergency has been in force, several
districs have been rid of the reign of
terror under the people’s governments'.
Frontal attacks on the security forces
have been, in most cases, repulsed with
telling losses inflicted upon the aggres-
sors. Terroristsare being pursued and
subdued, extortion and threats have been
reduced in most pars of the country.
The people have experienced some
measure of relicf, and a silver lining
is beginning to appear as the
terroristsretreat

Itis on basis of these posicive
indications, and backed by strong
tecommendation from the security forces,
that Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
decided to prolong the state of emet-
gency. During times of national crisis, the
issue of national security becomes
paramount, It overrides even the liberal
values of civil rights and free society for
which the democrats of Nepali Congress
have waged a bitcer, longand relentless
struggle. Basic common sense s all thatis
required to understand that for us to be
able to exercise our civil ights and
liberties we must first end the rule, writ
and command of the terrorist forces. But
the decision to continuing the on-going
pressurc on the trrorists got caught up
i intra-party politics.

Deuba was given no choice

The battle against the terrorists shouldn’t get bogged down in politics.

VAuvHOVACYE NIK

‘The principal opposition party, the
Communist Party of Nepal (UML)
categorically opposed the prime minis-
er’s proposal for extension. The Nepali
Congress passed a resolution asking
Deuba to withdraw even the proposal to

iscuss the issue in parliament. Put in
this critical position, the prime minister
chose to dissolve the House and seck a
new mandate from the clectorate. His
recommendation to thiseffect under
scction 53 (1) of the consticution, was
promptly approved, and His Majesty
announced dissolution of the House
on 22 May.

Certainly, these swifc and dramatic
developments came asa surprise to many,
including thosc in the parcy hicrarchy. A
couple of ministers in the Deuba cabinet
expressed surprise and resigned. (Sce:
“Chequesand balances”, by Ram Sharan
Mahat, #100).

‘The prime minister's camp, however,
fecls that with his own party and the
main opposition party arrayed against

him, a debate on the issue and che
inevitable procrastination that followed
could have derailed the process of
extending emergency rule. And, while it
is understandable that the ministers feel
aggrieved at not being consulted on this
admittedly vital ssue, their judgement
and reaction should be tempered by the
primary concern of whether or not
extension of the state of emergency was
and is a necessary step to compel
the terrorists to outan end to
their violence.

No provision in th

joined the callfor reinstatement.

“The Nepali Congress, meanwhile, is
verticallydivided. When the House was
dissolved, thediscplinary ommitce of

by SAGAR SJB RANA

him to even call a meeting of the central
comittce to discuss Deuba’s lerter,
although, with a clear majority of the
committee members being his nominces,
he could have been assured of a decision
in line with his wishes.

By this time, the Election Commis-
sion had announced 19 Juncas the last
date for the renewal of party registra-
tion. It then came to Deuba'’s norice:
that the central committe had already
submitted such a letter to the EC for
renewal, but omitted his name from the
list of members of the central commit-
e, as per existing rules.

Events moved fast—he prime
minister called a meeting of all his
supporters to test the strength of this
group vis-a-vis that of Koirala’s. In the
usual pull and push from both sides to
autract or detract attendance, about 840
delegates artended the mecting on the
first day, and on the second day, the
number crossed 900 of the total
strength of 1,465 members with
Voting rights.

“The Election Commission will now
have to decide which of the two
factions—or both—are to beallotted
the party flag and the tradiional NC
clection symbol of the tree. The EC
could decide to allor the flag to onc or
both the factions, but the tree symbol
cannot be shared. It could take the
conservative option of following the
specific provisions for derermining the
validity of the Congress convention or
take into account the extraordinary

the party
of the prime minister from primary
membership, subject to final decision
of the central comittce. This would
bea bizarre situation in any
democratic country.

“The prime minister was left with
another critical choice: to go to the

electorate o seck approvalofhis

directs the prime minster to consult
His miniserial collcagucs before
lution of che

i pendent” candidate,

or divide the party in two. A group of

“peacemakers” emerged to bring about
econciliation between the two fac-

House. The Supreme Courtis now
deliberating on the appeal for the re-
instatement of the House. While the
main opposition parties, the UML, the
RPP and the Sadbhabana Party, have
agreed to go to the electorate, about 60
members of the House, including
almost half the NC members, have

tions. They persuaded the prime

er o appeal to the central
committee, secking a revocation of the
disciplinary committee’s decision. Party
President Girija Prasad Koirala re-
turned from s visit to China two days
later and the peacemakers met him
within hous. They could not persuade

0 opt for a more liberal
stance and view the spirit of constitu-
tion that unequivocally declares the
general body to be the supreme author-
ity to be the supreme authority over
and above the president or central
committee.

In the safety of Kathmandu,
reflcting upon differen incerprecations
of the lawand the constitution,
however, we are fa temoved from the
concerns and fears of the people in the
Killing fields of this otherwise peaceful
land. Let us hope that their pligh will
be the basis of the decisions being
made. ¢

(Sagar /B Rana, a law graduate from
Oxford University, is President of the
Nepali Congress District Committee,

Lalipurand a Maha Samiti member,)

PPEDAGOGY OF THE OPPRESSED
Your coverage of Nepal's failed
education (“Mass inferioity

complex” and “Missing children”,

#99) it shows that failing more
than 70 percent of the SLC
students is a failure of our
educational policy. What it means
is that that many of our teachers
have failed to do their job
properly and they all deserve to
be fired. Oris it the

® |tisashame that only 30
percent of the SLC students
passed this year. It shows that
the government needs to monitor
government schools closely.
‘Teachers should be held

fo

of the “pedagogy of the op-
pressed"? More than 70 percent
of our teachers, educationists,
and indeed the whole population
are oppressed, poorly-paid, inept.
And we take it out against the
weak: the students, the lower
castes, the poor. My masters kick
me. So | kick my servants, too.
This is a poor man's violence on a
poorer man. Why not scrap this
SLC thing altogether? The money
Nepal spends every year to run
this meaningless Kafkaesque
examination nightmare could be
better used to set up open
universities where every high
school student can go to after
their school finals without the
fear of being rejected.

Ramesh Shrestha, Thailand

of the students in the subjects
they teach. What is the attend-
ance of teachers in schools? On
the other hand, recent introduc-
tion of regularisation of fees in
the private schools is a most
appropriate step taken by the
government. We all know the
reason why rich private schools
of Kathmandu Valley did not
have their students among top
ten in SLC for last couple of
years. | am happy that bribing by
the private schools has been
curbed to some extent. In the
name of education the private
schools are all out to mint money.
This is one of the reasons for
the Maoists uprising.

Mandhoj Tamang,

by email

Thank you for bringing out the
relevant and thought-provok-
ing interview with Master
Saheb, Asbjorn Voreland (“Itis
acrime to not provide good
education in public schools”,
#99) His immense contribution
to the educational development
of Nepal is appreciated. His
aim of teaching core values of
fellowship, love, compassion,
equality and life-skills should
be the essence of education.
Unfortunately, these same
qualities are severely lacking
in Nepal's present education NUNVISA
system. Ordinary Nepali folk
have not yet lost the spirit of
community. As you rightly said,
the present turmoil in Nepal is
the result of rampant disparity
and discrimination in society.
More importantly, Voreland
Sir's observation that “democ-
racy means sharing the
burdens of the county and the
communities”, “social dissatis-
faction is a volcano without an

outlet’, “peace will not prevail
unless it comes from the inside

of individuals” are directly

manchhes have to say.

even greater day when a
Western Sangha, such as

relevant. Nepal might become a
cruel and hard nation if it loses
its traditional simplicity and
compassion, should be taken as
a very important insight by every
conscious Nepali. More so by
our present leaders. | hope
Nepali Times will bring us more
interviews like these, rather than
waste space on what the thulo

Tilak Lama, Lainchaur

| was delighted today by a very
pleasant surprise. | went to
extend my tourist visa and
instead of it being $50, | found
the charge had been reduced to
only $30. This will be a great
incentive for tourists to stay
longer in Nepal. It will be an

myself, will able to get a visa
that allows us to stay, study and

practice the Buddha's Dharma in
Nepal for extended periods of
time. At present | can only come
for a limited five months per year
and | have to say that I'm a
tourist, whereas really I'm a nun
and Dharma student. | come here
because this is the homeland of
the Buddha and all my teachers
are here. The Buddha's Dharma
is deep and takes many years of
study and meditation to really
understand and integrate in one's
life. I pray that in the future the
option of a ‘Meditation Visa'
becomes available so that | can
just settle down and stay living
the life of a nun.
Venerable Jampa
Chodron, by email

MIRACLES

| was recently reading an article
about scenario planning in South
Africa in the early 1990s shortly
after the release of Nelson
Mandela and the lifting of the ban
on the ANC and the other black
and left-wing parties. The joke

going around at the time was
that there were two ways to
solve the problems of South
Africa: the practical and the
miraculous solutions. The
practical solution was that we
could all get down on our knees
and pray for a band of angels to
descend from heaven and make
things better. The miraculous
solution was that we would
work together and find a way
forward. On the whole, the
South Africans implemented a
miraculous solution. Can we pull
the same thing off here in Nepal?
Neil Walton,
Bakhundole Height

happen, that is, even when the
US and other rich countries
reduce their CO2 emissions to
the Kyoto protocol level. The
whole objective of climate
change drive is not to stop the
warming of the globe, but to
slow down the process, which
is happening too fast. Billions.
of tons of CO2 are added to
the atmosphere every year and
the gas accumulate there.
Reducing emissions from the
rich countries by few percent-
ages can only slow down this
accumulation rate. The total
amount of greenhouse gases,
however, will continue to rise.

Hence, global warming is going

(GLOBAL WARNING

Your article (“Meltdown”, Nepali
Times, #100) indicates that if the
rich countries were to reduce
CO2 emissions (to the level of
Kyoto Protocol?) there will be no
global warming and hence, there
will be no danger to the glacial
lakes of Nepal. This is not true.
Global warming is going to

to happen, no matter what,
This means the glacial lakes of
Nepal are going to burst some
day in future. The only ques-
tion would be how soon? Can
we slow the process? Hence,
the strategy for Nepal should
be the strategy of adaptatio.
The country needs to prepare
itself to deal with the situation

when it occurs. It cannot be
avoided.

Sameer Shrestha,

for the past 100 weeks you
have given us a window on
Nepal as we have tried to make

email  sense of the most traumatic

#100
Twenty years ago, the only
reason to read The Rising

Nepal on Fridays was to find
Kunda Dixit's Funny Side Up

satire column. Two decades

later, a good reason for me to

buy the Nepali Times every

Friday is because of his excel-
lent editorials, and of course the
Under My Hat column. In times of
tendentious reporting and the
pursuit of sectarian interest by

journalists and publishers,

Kunda Dixit's efforts towards
objective journalism stand out.
Hats off, to Nepali Times for its

100th issue.

Ravi Baral, Dillibazar

® Thank you Nepali Times,
providing us good reporting,

excellent analysis, and percep-
tive columns. Week after week

events in this country we love.
And your paper has done it
with honesty, professionalism
and understanding.
Lila Sapkota,
Kathmandu

LIFEAFTER FOOTBALL
| would like to add a few
suggestions to Kunda's Dixit's
proposal (‘Life after football’,
#100) to stop players from
pulling opponents’ jerseys.
Rather than make jerseys of
elastic material, they should be
totally done away with. Instead,
the players' number, name and
country should be tattooed on
their skin so there is no jersey
to pull at. Another safety factor
would be to thoroughly shave
for  each and every player to avoid
painful extraction of hair.

Dr Amrit KC,

Bishalnagar

mg-
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TRISNHA 'GURUNG in DANG

undariwasangry enough to
s got0 courteven though she

Vtafford it She carries

photocopies of her caselikea
lisman. After 26 years of marriage
herhusband left her o remarry
“someoncof his own caste,” she
saysscomully. She wants justice,
and the law toacknowledgea
marrige et former husband
denies. “Don’t | deserve justice?
Don't haveany rights?”she asks.
“He ruined my lfe. 1 would have
martied someone lsc, o prosti-
tuted myself” Sundari (not her real
name) illalmost cerainly lose the
lawsuit, because she has nither the
social clout nor witnesses who are
willing o testfy for her.

Fora Badi woman, thsisn’tan
unustal trauma—the marriage toa
higher-caste man thatis hardly ever
formalised, and the only other
option that has been a constant for
close o halfa century, commercial
sexwork. In recent years,the social
stigana has taken on scarie forms—
entite Badi communities have been
subject to oercive, discriminatory
andafcnvioen, socialimproc-

ALL PICSITRISHNA GURUNG

“T am a Badi.”

forthei livlihood. Under the
patronage ofthe hill kings o
Sallyan Jjarkotand Musikor they

figureis close to 15 percent o the
otal Badi population. But regard-
less of the numbers, the perception
ofBad o

in mid-wesern Nepal
“The Badi peoplearea minoricy
every way you ook atit. They
numberaround 60,0000, 0027
percent ofthe Nepali population—

evolved primarily
anda few generations later, Badi
women had become high-class
courtesans. In the 1950s, Badi
peoplelost thir royal patrons, and
massenterainment eroded the

andalthough the constitution bans  valuc ofskills such as dancing,
untouchabilityand Nepl has singingand making madal The
raified the Human Rightsclarcr,  women'ssexvork becamea

the B isconsidered fincome, and they

the 1ow untouchable caste by all
of Prithvi Narayan Shah’s “ char jaat

became less selective about their
clientele.

prostuton means that they

continucto b perscurcd. They

fear from their neighbours than
even the police, In recentyears,
registered local bodies of moral
police, usually called Tol Sudhar
Samiti (Neighbourhood Improve-

ment Committee), have gained
Bad

must nrl<
tyle dis i ially, and

nity. In urban arcas they are mostly

the simple fact that o get offcial
papersof any sort, their children
need afacher's name—Badi families
wespokewith sid that to geta
citizenship certificate is often near
impossibl for them. They are
slowly being frced 10 move utof

ocial Education

chartsbarna” and must Fceal “he

usu uchasnot  (SAFE) thatworks

beingable to use the village well.  for the legal and social emporwer-
‘The Badi came to western mentof the Badi community, puts

Nepalfrom north India n the lare
18" century and relied on portery,

the number of commercialsex
workersataround 400, though
i b

dinto the country-
side, with fewer options o daily-
wage work,and more chances of
encounters with Maobad.
Although prostitution sllegal
in Nepal, Badi commercialsex
) b

high caste men, while vilage
RS 1

chairman of ward 8 (Gaganganj)in
Nepalganj,and s Action Commi-
tee,said to The Kachmandu Postin
April 2001: “When we found men

in Badi women’s houses, we used to
uld

small hamletsalong the highway
where they continue to ply their
tade.

“The Badiare the target of
reform for the Neighbourhood

amested thieves.” As for hevwomen,
he aid, only women activists
‘tortured” the Badi sex workers. A
year aerin May 2002, Gurung vas

Committee in
Ghorahi, Dang,aswell. Thirty
families v on the outskirs of
town, many in mud houses builcon
governmentland. Most men work

not 'hen we asked
him about the violence. “What s
the truth?” he answered. “The truh

isthacur thinkingthat time was

asday labourers, and the women

camalivelihood collecing grass. A
feware commercial sex workers like
2éycarold N, Thiscommit-

diffeent. B heright to

live but not in those circumstances

tectoo hasa
and punishme

p
confiscaing.

sointhel didplaya
negative role,but now we're doing
ourbest for them.”

Manju, a Women Mobiliser for
SAFE remembarsthetcriing
ightthe Action C

moneyasmoralty
and publicly humiliaingthe
women. Its members are responsible
fora nenwork of scars on Nirmala’s
back,remindersofa whipping

into her house and beat her up
because she, a “whore-Badi”, had
complained about their activitics.
She took refuge in the local
police station with a sympatheric
inspector, and neighbours took
her children in. When she
returned home at dawn the next
day, her house had been vandalised,
and hertelevision sec smashed.
Notone to be cowed down,
Manju gathered a group of women
and tooka 16 hour bus-ride to
Kathmandu to pecition their case
with Home Miniscer Khum
Bahadur Khadka. She recalls, “He
said he'd come to Gagangani,solve
our problems. Then he hired a bus
forusand sent us back. Minister
Khadka never came.” Shortly
afterwards Manju rented her house
out maMmem familyandmored

Badi member. The mostvisible
efforcofsuch bodes was afive-year
campaign by the Drug Abuseand
Prostitution Prevention Committee
(Action Committee) in Gaganganj,
alocalyin ban Neplgan. This

©
does not plan to return o
G

Gurungellsusproudly thac
thercare no commercial sex
workersin Gaganganj today. There
atabobarlyany Badis. By e

group sai gto
expel prostitution—in their view,

campaign had ended, almost al| had

; the Bad
nity—from their neighbourhoods
They succeeded.

Harka Bahadur Gurung,

fled, and the locali
Pragacisheel Marg, Progress Road.
“Thosewho could, moved to the
hils, but many were displaced to

Unlike in Gaganganj, in Ghorahi
the committee was unavailable for
comment, and townspeople
profesed gnoranceabout s
activitis.

Nirmala recalsthe time a group
of Badi women was summoncd o
the police sation fora discussion.
“Therewas no discussion,”she said.
“They intended to blacken our

HERE AND THERE DANIEL LAK

The dove’s hookshelf

It’s time we all did more reading and less war-mongenng

hereare—of ¢ murse—any numbsr ofbooks aboutwar. Sun Tzu,
General Von €

rowsabout

. the bunksat miliary staff Collcgts around the world. They advise the

on tacti

how the wars of

backsinto their own personal killing fields.

men from the battlefield. Alcohol was the drug of chm

and lost foughtand on. Quote ar truncled outat xam time an the
iy man headsoff o igh, isiploma nis hand the wordsof wse
warwizards of the past

enlisted men die. This week, asuggested shelfof books on peace, or books
that ell the truch about the war, and should urge us towards peace.

Nobetter place ostart than the devastating Johany Gor His Gun by
the Amesicanpacii andleis, Dalon Trumbo. At you ik ou'e
oflifein Middle America "

Joe Bonham goes on picnics, remembers the ﬁm hehads achdd and
pondersthe taste of hamburgers. But no, Jocisn't s highly typical
lf s dreaming aboutton ahospialbed.Joc isa ingcorpse chanks
to sickeni dinab plosion in World Warl.
He has no arms, no legsand no face to speak of. He cannot hear or alk.
“This book sars your soul withits sparsc horrors and Joc's ultimately furile
efforc to cxplain the evils of war by having a nurse trace letters on his
bare chest,spelling words, forming sentences and ultimately being
censored by the military authoritics in the hospital. This book was
banned in war-time America.

Journalist Micheal Herr’s Dispatchesis considercd by many to be the
definitive book on the Vietnam War, It fiction and fact and diary and
polemic twisted inco skeins and woven with drug abuse and violence
into a shattering experience that sickens and saddens by turns. It
characters ravage their brain cells with LSD and speed, and blast
Victnamese villagers into gobbers of blood and flesh. And thescare
not—you conclude—evil men who kill the civilians of the Mckong
Delta these are people who shouldn't be there, who should be
ploughing, and courting theirwomen and building busincsscs and living
and dying amid domestic blss. Instcad, they re addled killing machines
whose survival means only a lfecime plagucd with guilt and drug flash-

readinga ‘haracter

Soviet Communism delivered few positive things buti did give us the

anistanis thescting—

remarkable Zinky Boys by Svetlana Alexieich. Afgh
) h

Moscow’s Vietnam. Tt from the battered

in Afghanis
and many,many Soviet veterans just drank unti they died, vomicing, body
functions shuingeovn, yes skingblood. Ot 0 get money o buy

home from Kabulin theirthousands,supposedly containing Soviet war
dead, often empry because officers couldn't be bothered to colle fallen

poisonous h vodka, the soldiers sold o their
enemies, bullets that migh just killthem the following day as they
wallowed, drunk, on the fronlinc.

Anyone who hasn’t read Majusi Ibuse's Black Rain doesn’t deserve
to havea position on nuclear weapons. It about Hiroshima, Japan,
and takes place on the sixth of August, 1945. Ordinary peopleina
middle-sized city go about their business and watch an American
atomic bomb detonate about a kilometre above the centre of town. A
firestorm, an oozing jelyfish of flame and fragments of buildings, rages
beneath the blast. Blind survivors, cheir eyes imploded by pressure and
the flash of light, rush about, unaware that their skin is coming offin
sheets. Peaple strcam from every exit point, not knowing what has
happencd to them, and dic along the roads. Read this and feel sick to
your stomach at what we do to each other in the name of policics,
strategy and war. Read this and rage against the machine. But read it

Finally, something drab and scientific. 105 report by Indian
physicist MV Ramana called Bombing Bombay and e’ his actempt to

KuNDA DIXIT

facesand parade usaround town
with placards saying Tam a whore’
around our necks.” SAFE and the
Badi Women's Samanwaya
Committe managed to stop that,
and Badiwomen from other
disricts converged on Ghorahi in
December 2000 forasilent
procession to prorest the violence
dirccred ac them.

Bur despiteall this, the
community in Ghorah is being
forced to move outside town
Jimits—and into Maobadi
caritory. Parcli (not her real
name) lives in a small village an
hour norh of Ghorahi. She
sneaks clients ino her house
when she can; when she can’t she
mects them clandestinely in the
ficlds. “You can’t eell who isa
Maobadi in disguise and who isa
real customer, it a risk [ have to
take,” she told us. Discretion is
necessary not only because of
Maoist disapproval, but because
the village has its own Neighbour-
hood Improvement Committee,

which has been known to force
clients who are caught to marry
the woman, or hand both over to
the police. The women cannot
afford a police case, but marriage
isn’ta much better option cither,
because most of these ‘husbands’
leave sooner rather than later
and, for the duration of their stay,
cither take the woman's carnings,
or borrow against them. And
many have already had experi-
ences like Sundari’s, when the
“husband’ runs away, leaving them
with children and debrs, and
ofien, STDs.

Parcliand other womenin this
village have learnt o take one
precaution recently—insisting that
theirclients use condoms. SAFE
initiateda peer educator system
whereby the women in the commu-
ity selectone among their own
number o be theirspokesperson,
and provide sex ducationand
counseling, Shanti,the outspoken
andartculate peer cducatorin
Parclf' illage, supplicsfree

Fr

condoms. She continues to do her
job though she has been threatened
by Maoists, the committees and the

Buc Shani s afaid that her
efforts will be in vain unless the
mariages between Badi women
and other men are nor subject to
the usual social norms. Many
Badi women are married to men
of higher castes, though these
liaisons are rarely formalised,
since for people living in the
Hindu caste structure marriage to
an uncouchableis forbidden, and
those who violate this ‘rule’ arc in
most cases ostracised and
disinherited. Nar Bikram Thapa
of ActionAid was parc of the team
who conducted an extensive study
on the Badi in 2000. He said that
many of these temporary hus-
bands are men whose jobs transfer
them to western Nepal. Once
here, many marry Badi women,
only to leave them when their
tenure ends. “The prevailing logic
runsalong the lines that as

prostitutes, Badis can’t really
have a husband or a real marriage.
Thercforeall ‘marriages’are just
temporary arrangements,” he said.
“This s one reason that ActionAid
encourages Badis to marry within
their community, although such
compulsions on one level echo
the scgregation and discrimination
theyare working againsr.
“Throughanalliance of NGOs
and other community-based groups,
Badis have found a platform to
appeal for employmentopportuni-
ties, skill-trainingand credic
schemes, aswell s quorasystem
reservations, cducation, and—most
s education,

No more witch hunts

Madhav Kumar Nepal wamed party workers that the UML would
expel any party member found involved in abusing or humiliating
innocent women on the grounds that they might be ‘witches'. In the
past year, Mahottari has seen more than a dozen incidents of women
accused of being witches and undergoing torture and public
humiliation, and informal reports suggest that local UML representa-
tives have been involved in some of these incidents.

The science of prediction

On average, some 300 people die every year in Nepal as a result of
monsoon floods. The Department of Hydrology and Meteorology says
that while it has the manpower to predict floods and improve
preventive measures, it lacks the necessary equipment to do so.
Department head Adarshprasad Pokhrel says that an estimated Rs 1
billion budget has already been prepared to build a advance warning
system, but no donors have been mund yet, although the Japanese
govemment Tl

estimates that one flood prediction radar station, wmch costs
$10,000, can help prevent as much as 75 percent of the damage that
would be caused without a warning system.

In Nepal, floods and landslide property
worth over Rs 70 million and damage over 50 hectares of land every
year, and a report released by the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Society says that floods affect close to 100,000 people
annually here.

Satellites to the rescue

The search cununues Vcrlhe As\an Almnes MI 17 hel\coplev lhal
disappeared over a month ago with 10 people on board, even as
‘speculation rises about whether the chopper might have been
hijacked. All efforts by the authorities as well as Asian Airlines to
locate the helicopter that was flying from Makalu Base Camp to Lukla
have been futile. The airline says that it is trying to work with a US
firm to use space satellite imaging to locate the crash site—if the
chopper did indeed crash. If a deal can be worked out, this will be
the first time in Nepal that a satellite will be used to locate a missing
aircraft. The costs for the project are not yet known, and the
airline has already spent over Rs 20 million looking for the missing
chopper.

The British Embassy announced ihis week that it will prcv\de
assistance worth more than Rs 6 million for human rights work in Nepal.

portantl P The mon P Forum, aKathmandu-based NGO,
children born towomeninthesex | cany out i lega a6sstance andn i The UK
trade. Manju is cautiously optimis- | funding for the Forum will support documentation of human rights

tic, “fthereare problems, thereare |  viglaions and legal s of human ights voatons in

solutons, Surely th

willrealise that ths is not solly
about the Badi community. s
about Nepal. Perhaps n time our
dignity will be restored to us and
wellbeable o say Tam a Bad?

with pride.” ¢

Rupa s on her way

Rupa is impatient with those who
have stereotypes about her commu-
nity. She herself has struggled all her

in Kathmandu,” she told us. I want to
tell them about the real conditions of
underprivileged Nepalis.”

life to break these stereotypes,
overcome society's stigmatisation,
and now has her eyes firmly set on
her career in journalism. “We have to
show ourselves that we can do
anything, and | want to help my
community overcome its problems by
making us more aware and alert,”
says Rupa Shrestha, a sprightly 20-
year-old now in college in Nepalganj.
And what could be a more
effective profession than journalism
to do this. Rupa excelled in high
school, and also took a media
course to be able to communicate
better. “| want to bring the message of
equal opportunities for all Nepalis to
the decisions-makers and politicians

Rupa has herself lived with taunts
and teasing all her life, and is
convinced that this stems from
ignorance among the general public
about her community. “The only way
to counter this is to change the public
perception about us Badis,” she says
firmly. And Rupa also wants to reform
the way media functions. “At the
moment journalists are only inter-
ested in politics,” she says. “There
are so many social issues that need
to be covered and brought to public
notice. Life is not just politics.”

But from the looks of it, Rupa's
foray in journalism may be temporary.
She shows the conviction of a
firebrand politician.

show how even alimited nuclear explosion above India’s commercial
apitlwould causeuntold, long-lasing, naceeptable . Through
page and page of cold, cechnical prose, graphs and stacistics, Ramana
tells s thatat least 800,000 would die within hours ifa Hiroshima-
sized bomb were deconated in Bombay. Never mind, he says, he days,
weeks, months and years of aftermath where food shortages, iots,
cancer and radiation sickness will claim many, many more. It not at,
Ies reality.

There you have it. The dove’s book shelf. It’s time we all did a loc
more reading, and a lotless war-mongering. 4

Nepalilaw and Nepal' P

Ben Schonveld, First Secretary (Human Rights) at the British Embassy,
said, “It is imperative that their work be carried out without hindrance.”

The International Meeting on Nepal in London on 19-20 June had
stressed that the conflict represented a threat to the human rights of
the citizens of Nepal, and recalled the obligations on both parties to
the conflict to ensure respect for human rights, international humani-
tarian law and the safety of civilian non-combatants.
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JEWHERE IN NEPA|

by PUSKAR BHUSAI

Where are you, Tulsi Giri?

he catclls unleashed by Prime
Miniscer Sher Bahadur Deuba's
politcal doggedness obseure

sy inoffice.
Ina hard-hitting speech in

g before the December

196 hange, Giri himself

Of course, he could hay
mclhcdiasl in cxpdling(} ja Prasad

e B Koo oo
detingohepalc, (Ourcomrades

ling to avoid unsa-

Granted, Deuba has b

Caught in the mlddle

he UML's Karki. Then rdn the

him, Thatvay,
theappealofthe localversion ofa
o e

lieleroguish lrely. But doesn'the
have hi Heshould have

‘more: “Let’s leaveit at that.”
Locals ik Shak

I - ; A the Mo
muchof Asia, Africaand Latin consulted his party ivals before hak rery :
America. When 55 out of 74 kangresi ding the dissolutic e i il ibis 1 ipi
MPsin Nepalsfirstclected egislaure ~ Houseof Butthey, T e

w0, P b b

cnded upinthe Panchayat camp Giri
b h et

befoe stepping . Bu(hndldsp.u(' P hanother boutthe ith he
partyl dical doctor despite the fact that kit decid UML.If the premicr didn’c give his

premicrpresiding over our hard-won  Dr Rayamajhi i very much parcof  thatthedoctor abineor pariamentary

muliparty system. thissystem.) d dosomethingat I inklingof his nten-

“Theword outof Baluwataris that Although thesuspicionsand By then, Giri had scppedd tions, maybe i’ because h

youcn' gobythe i lii hairman of th upto  tired figuring out how many of them

book. Tt hat culminated ketheanl debratethe 25 yofthe  had signed pledges ofllegiance o
P atncive it lyape. The  system he helped esablish. Deuba, for — both camps.

racy 12 years ago, afterall, was hardly id b s pare, i staking his rightful claim o IFyouthink Deuba depend:

aparagon of constitutonality. Yourio  switch, whercas Deubasaw politcsas lhckang)vsmm\dc.r\ﬁﬂalomf muchan hewesforisovmgood,

longer have to bean ex-pancha o ay li lyage. Heheaded  cajoling hefiled lagainsthis dersand thache’s

that. Those whowondered why t the Nepal Students Organisation expulionatthe Nepali Congres Nepalsfisewestern-educated prime

panchasdidn’tcomeouton thestrects — duringi i d Burthe  minister Just becauschhe happensto

demandinganother eferendum on the
systemin April 1990 got theiranswer
when Deuba began his first term as
premmier five yearsacr.
Speakingof panchas, I don'tthink
Deubacver idolised Tulsi G, excepe

If Deuba becomes another Tulsi
Giri, blame it on Girija.

have marial s toa family thac
conjures up images from the past
docsn'tmaan he'sincapableof
reachingou for the fuure Inocher
words,f Deuba becomes another Giri,
blameicon G, too. Theteacher

must

with them. Now heisafrid of boh sides.
Wenked CDO Har i Kt Shalg'storyvas e
heardthathe was
in. i o urender assopped.”
T swritd beyond fihe distic
headquarters. Even Tumli il i “"."

handb ion b the fligh he Kathmands

‘walk down from th

arivs. Thcynektmkupwhemheﬂ.glulma “Theycoudcomeutof

anywhere,” a policeman

dongtheral

second Neplibeadofgovemmentto  several yearsin al polishing his “butchers"—toborrow Deuba's whenasartden ocs sy T e
have metthe US presidentacthe resume. i 1d—had dready decided o lophi Deubai i 4 1y 100 hard jdainth
‘White House. So our man from Deuba had h fF thelist they pl ibmit to innovator. He's takis Butwith th d intimid: that has b h distrib
Daded: b e blood dteasinhed the Flcton Commisson. e ofvtrIDs Whent N —
democracy. Withi Deuba  wedon'cknowforsure whetheran h delecion fied
(thzlhhnnga(mmzdmedm]dn{mr daysin 1993, whenml[mn[mmndas I danew pary. But ionand gency CDO Hari Krishna Khaciwada admitst ligil
i that every hecouldn’tabandon theonehe  together. Ifth h may have IDs. But he has his orders: make sure elections are held. “We will ry

.\Ispall Congrcss prime minister has
been compared to Giri by the rival
faction. For Ganesh Man Sing
Koirala's goit-alone aritude
reflected the resurgence of the
reactionary right. When Krishna
Prasad Bhartarai was under intense
pressure to resign in 1999,

many kangresisand like-minded

(hurﬁlrya( Madan Bhandari’s death?
The hardline Deuba took as home
F

grew upadoring, evicting Koiraa was
theonlyalemative. Admitedly mosc
bi

usthatthey can, well,then, the
burden of proofison him, What's

ministeralso helped the Mini
Communicatons panner.

of Deuba’
h.moum«pem..almns.demns

is however, Deuba's other hypothesis
the N

Moreover,
camps, hehad ltle dea of what he
wasgettinginto. Crudeambitionalonc

urated how thisrisis s qualcarively
different from the ones thac
culminated in the d

peoplelike Giri

tohhaveas many polling boothsas we had in the 1999 election,” he told us
taveas iany polig boaths o e

Nepali Co ; Sher has erious doubrsab
the poll taking place. “You're joking, right?” he say. “You can'ccven hold
ST emamsbe ol Seeo”

without the Koirala brand name. If
heis proven wrong, we can always
findanothe memierof hecln o

Thapa, Sribhadra Sh d Parsu

y to wager
that he would de ther Giri to

Giriwasaplayerin the BP-Matrika
rleys,the depths of the

Narayan Choudhary.

B4t e diffcul,
don't you think? #

Isewhere, th
citherin Khandba roffarcin Kath
India, orare uying find work in Malaysia or Qatar. Saysa teacherin
Khandbari: “We have jus received a neworder from the Maoists, Either pay
fivepercent of the salary s revolutionary ta, r getour.”

fiehe hills. Many vilk
9 ‘

P YHON

MIN BAIRACHARYA

From his very first prouncement King Gyanendra has shown commitment to
the letter and spirit of the constitution. Prabhakar SIB Rana pays tribute to
the king on his 56" birthday.

is Majesty King Gyanendra
BirBikam Shah Dev
b

wellaspractcal. Thisaspectof the
King'sn-built characte should be o

word slutes the Annapurna Conser
vaton Ara Prjectasan campleof

beswayed by myths, hearsayand
conspiraces. Inan ageof nstantand

d jectof much transparency
Nepalundervey i whietackinghcouny sl Ampomno:.Manycou:mesand asaconcepemustbe ranshtad nto
the  facered i instituri theworkof the ion. The Nepali
d ol His Majestyundersands Trustas worth eplicating. His monarchy hasin the past ried to
rragedy(lmkmgdoml\adwbcar ‘The  physicaland social fabricofhis Majestyafierascending the chronchas
p ing L E ledwich  become Patron of the Trust. recognising constra
peycheand needed individual His Late Majesty King Birendra, as Inthisage of astand fluid functoning, Whil i
il hi the e downplay their advancement with
monachy;whichhsheld i lengghand breadthof hiscountyand 21 century havea difful askon icalindi thereal
countryinitslonghistory. Inthese  hasinteraced intnsively withthe he radliional wi Nepal—che majoriy—d
i His Maj ied peop ourland. mcdemwa\soﬂlfe Ncp«hsnc changin theirdaily lfe of miscry and
h f he Hi ial gif it exception. Whil is  injusticeb fth
hibited his ladership capacity b d ataditionl nstiuionforittobe  ofystems.Insucha previling
listen o other people' mospherc, a decisive king,end
i i i wellforth Nepal. hanges, h musthave with the und, today'
eimmedi borh et d e mantl eyl Oncisawide  world,should bea guiding focus o the
d d ‘being the 'y Hindukingl the d liberal edy d the other is i thole.

From the kings very first 1d, b fingofthetrue,  theabil icate. King His Majesty King i
pronouncemen, hehasshown universal nuancesof his ancienc Gpunendr of[hcﬂm, houghl he
commimentothelerandthe — rlgon vithali i underunusually ragic ircumstances,
spiriof the conscicution and al i Id he national bsorbanything ihinkis  hasboh d

relevant clauses, s practised by his
late brother, the revered King
Biendra. It takes the form of an
articleof fuith that modern Nepal

notonlyof Nepl,burso arbeyond

itsborders.

reach. Theother i the pover o
1d this

bean fctive ingn i mo({:mag:
Ho T,

mentalism i risingics ugly head, the
beralandal h

comes naturally to him. Wich these
th

unlesalscgmentsofNepl sty
e ) o il

needsaconstirution underwhich s religious eliefand prace king should have no problem with i Froday's

everyinsttutionand every citizen  should stand well forthe well-beingof i fctiv dec Nepal.Inth deavourliesthe

mst enjoy thei rights while h : dfstlyin ywi future o the kingdom and isking, ¢

adhering to theirspecific responsi-  this new cenruy. planningand conceprualisaion of

bilides. Like b c has His Majesty's keen interestand dbeofmuch  (Prabhakar Rana is Chairman

commited himselfo the o e onvwillbeof  help in modern Nepal whereal Emeritus of the Soaltce Group.

ofthe constiuron ofheday: greacvalueinh al I the lack ble  This anticle is from Kingdom on
C ing i I dvillhdp  andgood Edge ediied by

G in-depth knowled Nepalp inthe Asconfusi onand Subarna Chhetri and

whilebeingaware of thedifficulc Jobalision. The micismbecomeaway oflfe, Nepal's  Suresh Malla and

situation thatour nation i hendra Trust for Natur i demityand progress  published by The

chis front. Hi G imony has been difficul. So much o, thatwe  Hidden Treasure,

and knowldgen this ed aredeep hisdes s Today,the  willnotacceptrealitybutwould liketo  Kathmandu)
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King Gyanendra believes firmly in
Nepali nationhood, and the need for
environmental conservation. The
Annapurna Area Conservation

Project became a model initiative
under his direction. Yankila Sher
looks at the challenges ahead.

5 heinstitution of monarchy
F has had a special ignificance
1| inthe geopolitial context of
Nepal sinceancient times. Nepal's
kings have contributed to building
and prescrving national identity and
nationhood. Ever since His Late
Majesy Prichivi Narayan Shah
conceptualised a unified nation and
brought scartered principalitcs
together to form a greater Nepal,
his successors have continued the
waditions of the dynasty and
pursucd his cncompassingvision. In
1950 His Late Majesty King
“Tribhuvan joined hands with the
Tintird, o

ruling on the basis of popular
wishes, upholding national uniy

and natonhood, and flflinghis

world over.

“The project declared the entire
Annapurna Region a conservation
arca.Ithas trained hotclsan
tourism businesses to operate in
ccologically sustainablewaysand
create new standards for the
tourismindustry. The project has
also hid infrastructure for conserva-
tion and the usc of alrernative
cnergy systems. Ghandruk,
Ghorcpani, Jomsom and many
otherareas have now emerged as
successsories of cco-tourismin
action. Al these changes

Nepalis can move forward with hard work and commitment under the
guidance and support of the constitutional monarch, says Rajendra K Khetan.

he monarchyin Nepalisconsidered  of developmentas per the necds of

aunifyingand integratinginstw- the times.
tion. Ina country with hundreds of King Gyanendrascended o the
det the throne under

year. His Majesty has expressed his
commiment o play the oleofa
I monarch for the consoli-

monarchy has played a rol n bringing this
diversi ogetherand wing heicapabil-

helped rase the lving standards of

O thelase 50 years the Nepl daionofthe democraticpoly. Hekus

Iole. Theseconvic-  the peopleintheseareas. monarchy role tothe
dbroughtaboutan end o the 104- His Itis now one yarafier His mmodcmmng.\munuvthatdldnml\.\\c cwnonmd¢wlnpmm(.u\dpmspcnr) of
year Rana regime. The historic t Ithasbeena any contact with the outside world. King ~ the nation. By visiting India, and with
‘momentwhen democracy was NmestymAprdZOUZ andin penodofunpmdenmdmsnfmdw Tribhuvan went to India in support of the nhc:dxcdulcd uipto China King
established more than S0ycarsagois  theinterview Hi monarchyand th democrati i Nepal. His recur fined the my
inscrbec on Nepalimindscltochy.  Nepal Televisonin]une 2002, Majesty hasshown, cxemplaw to Nepalis markedas the dawn of democ-  tance of Nepal's relations with both of
His Majesty King Gyanendra Bir H.,mek.ng(,mmdn fortitudeand patience despitc his deep racyin the country. herneighbours.
ikram Shah Devisal iated asrepeatedly stated his desire to  grief. The role His Majesty King Mahendra will be remembered as His Majesty’s presenceata business
ith that } carry on th played aferenth guide iotic king who always emphasised luncheon with Indian investors duringlast
His Late Majesty King by his brother, His Late Majesty the nation rowdsmbdnyhasshown dependentand neutral starus. The - week's India visitsenta clear messge that
‘Tribhuvan had sccretly i olndia KingBirendra. As princeand tharNepal ighway which bears by Nepalwas
tolead the democratic struggle younger brother of the late mon- hisresponsibli backbone ofthe ment. l1\ckmgL<\vcllaw.ucdu\\wd\oul

aimed at ending Rana rul. His
Majesty ook with him the then
Crown Prince Mahendraand his
cldestgrandson, Birendra. The
Ranas enthroned His Majesty King
Gyanendra when hewas three.

Secingthe face of this young boy in

apicureofthe nthronement

arch, he contributed o the fulfil-
mentof His Lat Majesty King
Biendrasidals Hlis Majesy s

serioudy.
Inmeetings with His Majesty
King Ganendruafcr His Majesty

P the
dereriorating politcal, cconomic
and social situation of the country.
keenly observed His Majesty’s
gratinerstand nvolvementin

ceremony one realises chat despite
the ircumstances, His Mjesty

natureand
tion when he wasa prince. His

Gyanendra

1o ccologicalpreserva-

of theinstiution. Then in June
2001 an unimaginable tragedy in
the royal family thrust the responsi-
blity of being the monarch on the
shoulders of His Majesty King
Gyanendra onceagain.

“Thereis no doubr that His
Majesty King Gyanendrais
commited o theprecdents

tion has contributed to the expan-
sion of the tourism industry of
Nepal. lewas during His Majesty's
leadership as Chairman of the King
Mahendra Trust for Nature
Conservation (KMTNC), thatthe
Annapuma Arca Conscrvation
Program (ACAP) emerged asa
succesful modeforco-tourism,
dth

established by h

and s the

‘most grac i d me to
the National Assembly, [ have
found His Majesty o be open-
minded, frank and very concerned
about the welfare of the country
and the Nepali people. His Majesty
encourages newand innovative
ideasand approaches towardsa
better Nepal. ¢

(Yankila Sherpa, from Kerung VDC
of Solu Khumbu distict, was bom
in Olangchung Gol,
Tapljung District. She

nominated

modemistionsnd ndustliction Nepl
problemsofpovertyand unemployment,

county. ko shered nan rofindosi

King Birendra will be knc\m forhis

vision an

th WW.,. Nepal’

dish he procaimed multip i dd e oand

1990 King Birendr’ sZAJne oﬂ"e:\oe pmposal
1

adapted therolof theirinsitution

Inth
td and hiohliehted Nenal's wish o live and. {

p difcltimes, Nepaliscan
ofthcvmrd especillyourncighbours.
Bydecringprimay clucaionfi, King

underhe
guidanocandsupponofdlswnsnm[iom.l
monarch. Here His Majesty's ol in

human resources for ducdcvdopmcmo( llm critical and nccd< closer onordmauon

county. TheNepal wid and civilsociety. ¢
continuityaswellas change n the broader
contextof natonal development.

Whilethe kings havealwaysstood for (Rajendia Khetan is
independence,sovereignyand thewell-being  President of the Nepal-
ofthe people, they have also worked lﬂ’maﬂg’bﬂf

tirlessly to ake the country along the path
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Rabi Bhakta Shrestha was impressed with King Gyanendra’s
poise and personality during the recent royal visit to India.

isiting India was my first experience of travelling with the monarch

and | was quite apprehensive about the whole trip. But from Day One

1l the end, it was an entirely pleasant surprise. The king’s magnani-

mous personality and communicative skills overwhelmed not just me
but all of us on the trip.

The first royal audience granted to members of the business delegation
during the fight to New Delhi was full of cordiality, and we almost forgot that we
were traveling with the king; it was more like we were in the company of an
affectionate guardian figure.

His Majesty's gracious presence at the luncheon jointly hosted by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) and the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) on 25 June has given great impetus to
our initiative to further economic ties with India through collaborative efforts.
We atthe FNCCI king with the two apex b
India to broaden and faciliate the economic links between the two countries. |
had the honour of sharing the table with His Majesty and was impressed with his.
knack of keeping people at ease with his fiair, style and gentle manners.

Despite his busy schedule, His Majesty graced the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding between the FNCCI and FICCI on the
formation of Joint Task Forces on Hydropower and Tourism development at
the Royal Nepal Embassy. The Task Forces will work to chart out a road map
for setting up mutual cooperation opportunities to harness water resources,
and for tourism development

Besides meeting senior poliical leaders of India at the Rashirapati
Bhawan, His Majesty granted audiences to various people from the private
sector. All of them seemed highly impressed by his grace and friendly gestures.
The members of the business entourage got another wonderful royal audience
at the Rashtrapati Bhawan, just before His Majesty’s departure to Kolkata. Once
again, he impressed us with his personal touch and demeanour. “Your country
above self” was the important message given by His Majesty during all of our
audiences and meetings. The major visible characteristic and achievement of
the India viit, in my opinion, is the value and deep respect bestowed by the
Indian side on the visiting monarch.

His Majesty’s abilty to listen and absorb the feelings of others and put
people at ease with his polite and compassionate manners is remarkable. The
love and affection shown by His Majesty is indicative of how close he feels with
Nepal's p that we maintain a sense of responsi-
bilty and duty vill aways mspwe us in the task of nation building.

His Majesty King Gyanendra’s personality and poise during
the visit did us proud. | believe that His Majesty’s visit to India
has made significant contributions in furthering and building
excellent Indo-Nepal ties.

(Rabi Bhakta Shrestha is president, FNCCI.)
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Royal

On his constitutional role:

Il can't speak for others... As far as I'm con-
cerned I'm very clear on my constitutional role.
At the same time let me assure you | intend to
fulfil that role in the interest of Nepal and the
Nepalese people. You must not forget also, the
present constitution was given, communicated
by my late brother King Birendra on the wishes
of the Nepalese people.

On the Maoist insurgency:

..For a national problem there has to be a
national solution there’s no question about it.
Now who should come up with this solution,
how it is to be imple-

mented has to be the

concern of every one in

the country. The issue of

the terrorists here is not

just a single issue. It is

multi-dimensional. ..

(T)herefore the solution

must also be and must

have of multi-pronged

approach. ... | am very

grateful to India for

understanding our

problems and for Excerpts of the interview of
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undbites

place there has to be both sincerity and
seriousness from all parties. ... If these
factors are highlighted, and highlighted in
such a way that the nation’s interest is
uppermost | don’t see why there cannot be
any dialogue and why we can't come to
some solution of the problem.

On foreign military aid:

Given the situation, circumstance under
which the armed forces were deployed |
personally feel that they have done a very
good job. Given the conditions that they are
having to function in, the terrain and the
geography, | only have
the highest praise for
the Royal Nepalese
Amy. ... | think all the
security forces in
Nepal are very
serious and have
come to realise the
gravity of this prob-
lem. When it comes
to the question what
can others do for us,
| would like to think it
very simply. | would

understanding our point  King Gyanendra with India’s wish that our friends

of view for the support

Doordarshan TV before the

help Nepal to help

she has given us which 23-28 June royal visit to India. ourselves. That

is a very appreciative

would be the wisest.

measure. | think the scccccessssssssssccssssns

entire Nepalese population are very grateful to
India for these. The issue is, yes, mired in
poverty, has splashes of political misconduct,
bad governance, all these factors are there.
That's why everyone must put their heads
together to come to some solution. On the
question of bringing them to the mainstream of
political life. Number one, | don't see where
there is anything stopping them from coming
even today. Number two, for a dialogue to take

On the peopleis faith in monarchy:

A year ago, the tragedy was very traumatic for
the Nepalese people. Yet the unity they
showed for the institution of monarchy was
something unique. What they also showed
was their deep affection and respect. On the
part of the monarchy, it continuously strives to
uphold the wishes and aspirations of the
people. ...This is something for the people to
judge and we must leave it to the people.

WORLD
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RANJIT DEVRAJ in NEW DELHI
I ndian Prime Minister Atal

Bihari Vajpayee announced

Monday a new Cabinet that
reflectsthe increasingly hardline
stance of his pro-Hindu,
Bharaiya Janata Party (BJP),
which leads the 23-party Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) that rules the central
government. In the most signifi-
cant change, India’s Foreign
Minister Jaswane Singh has been
given the finance porcfolio in a
swap with Yashwant Sinha, who
relinquishes the finance ministry
t0 become the new external
affairs minister.

Many saw in the mid-term
reshuffle the waning personal
influence of Vajpayee, who has
recently been under pressure from
fundamencalst clements in his
party on the on hand, and on
the other, ‘scular’ political
parties such as the Congress, that
leads the national opposition and
rules 14 major staes dirccly.

Vajpayee set the tone for the
mid-term reshuffle Saturday when
he clevaed as deputy prime
minister Lal Krishna Advani, who
holds the home porfolio and is
widely regarded as India’s second
most powerful man. Advani is
widely credited with converting,
the BJP, a marginal policical
entitya decadeago, into India's
most powerful political parcy by
leadinga nationwide Hindu-
revivalist campaign centred around
the demolition of the 6% century
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya town.

Return to roots

The BIP is going back to its fundamentalist agenda.

Having suffered a scries of
electoral reverses in provincial
clections to major states,
including in Uttar Pradesh, the
BJP has decided to reviveits
campaign to build a temple ar
the disputed site regardlss of the
court stay and its partners’
opinion. Last weck, it appointed
asits chiefin Urtar Pradesh, a
sprawling statc of 170 million,
Vinay Katiyar who, with Advani,
led the demolition of the Babri
Masjid and who has sworn o
condinue demolishing mosques
buile by mediaeval Muslim
invaders. On taking office,
Katiyar, who has actributed the
BJP's flagging popularity 0
cardiness in fulfilling the temple-
buildingagenda, announced chat
hewould now pursue thar.

Another BJP leader who took
parcin the Ayodhya campaign
and has been close to Advani is
Narendra Modi, chief miniseer of
western Gujarat state, where a
pogrom against Muslimsin
March and Aprilleft more than a
thousand people dead and
150,000 homeless. The BJP
resisted demands by opposition
partics as well as its own partners
0 sack Modi for the violence in
which there was open state
complicity according to several
human rights organisations and
the independent National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC).

Other recent changes include

the appointment as party president
at the national level of Venkaiah
Naidu, a man close to Advani, and
who shares his hawkish views.
Political analyst Mahesh
Rangarajan says that these changes
ac the party and government level
marka return of the BJP from a
comparatively “liberal image” to its
original “pro-Hindu nationalistic

agenda’—and area preparation
for the 2004 general lections.
Vajpayee himsclf declared
that the changes that are being
made with the “singular
purpose of strengthening the
party and make the functioning
of the government smoother.”
But many saw in the changes a
diminution of Vajpayec's grip
over th and the

Key responsibilities of the position will be:
> c the

VACANCY

Officer - Programs

Private Sector Promotion (PSP) Project is a Nepalese-German technical cooperation project
implemented by German Technical Cooperation (GTZ). The Project aims to assist in Nepal's
development by enhancing the competitiveness of Nepal's private sector.

The Project seeks to appoint an Officer — Programs to provide support to a new initiative being
pursued jointly with several other partner organizations.

of various

programs/ activities.

>
>

flat hierarchy.

to GTZ regulations.

Of added advantage would be:
> A postgraduate degree in business or a closely related discipline.
> Atleast three years relevant experience.

the Project's staff, partners and stakeholders.
> Financial management and accounting functions relating to designated

»  Contracting and documentation relating to designated programs/ activities.
> Conceptualizing and developing promotional materials
> Preparation and submission of periodic reports.

PSP seeks applicants with the following profile for this position:

> Motivated, resourceful and energetic with a strong business and service orientation.
Able to apply structured reasoning to help solve practical problems.
Able to produce results with minimum supervision.
Open and quick to leam new concepts and ideas.
Able to work in small teams within a flexible organizational environment with a

> Highly developed verbal and written communications skills.
> A recognized degree in business studies or a closely related discipline.

The above position is based in Kathmandi

working closely with

commensurate with the qualifications and experience of the applicant will be offered according

Interested applicants should send their CV, a recent passport sized photograph and contact
details of two referees to the address below by 23 July 2002. Telephone enquiries wil not be
entertained. Only short listed candidates will be contacted for interview.

Vacancy: Officer — Programs

Private Sector Promotion Project — GTZ

G.P.O. Box 1457
Kathmandu

Applicants for the Project's Business Development Officer vacancy need not apply again. Their
application will also be considered for this position.

package

pary and that of his aides in
the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO), a powerful cabal led
by principal sccrerary and
national security advisor,
Brajesh Mishra, against which
resenement has been building.
‘When the BP first came to
power in 1998, Vajpayee was
scen asits ‘moderare’ face,
acceptable to partners in the
NDA colition uncomfortable
with the BJP's overt commu-
nalism as represented by Advani
and other hardline leaders. But
over time, the protests have
grown fecble against the BJP's
pursuit o s Hindurva (Hindu
fundamentalise) agenda, such as
changes made to school
textbooks glorifying the Hindu
religion and refusal o interfere
inattacks on minority groups
such as Christians and M
lims. According to the Times of
India, the BJP's allics are now
acquiescing in the party's plan
o revert to its original
Hindutva stance. “Theallics
have given in knowing where
the BJP is headed,” the paper
commented in an edicorial.
“Whether the allies will go all
the way and fight the nex
clections under Mr Advani's
stewardship is anybody's
guess,” it speculated. ¢ (r9

Latent nuclear possibilities

TOKYO - Japan's constitution binds it to peace, but the discomfort
level of actvists and neighbouring countries is rising amid recent
remarks by top poliicians suggesting the nation should have the right
to possess nuclear weapons. These concerns are focused on the
country’s large stockpile of weapons-grade plutonium, a product of its
nuclear energy programme, but which makes Japan capable of
building thousands of nuclear weapons in the future.

The concern stems from statements by poliicians such as Ichiro
Ozawa, who in April said, “If Japan wishes, it can produce thousands of
nuclear warheads overnight to curb China. We'll never be beaten in
terms of miltary strength.” Ozawa, now leader of the opposition party,
was with the ruling Liberal Democratic Party at the time. This month,
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda said that depending on future
political situations, Japan could choose to have nuclear weapons,
though he claims he was misquoted. An aide, Shinzo Abe, was later
quoted as saying it might be acceptable for Japan to have nuclear
weapons “as long as they are small”. (Ps)

India’s new media

NEW DELHI - A government decision to allow foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in India’s print media may help smaller newspapers, which
have been trying to get a toe-hold in an industry monopolised for
half-a-century by a handful of big newspapers. The big newspapers
and the Communist parties opposed Tuesday’s announcement by
Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting Sushma Swaraj of a
Cabinet decision to allow 26 percent FDI in print media, using the
argument that even partial foreign control over the print media would
compromise India’s national security.

Those who welcome the decision say that a 1955 Cabinet
resolution which restricts participation in the newspaper business to
Indian citizens stifles the growth of smaller newspapers. Narendra
Mohan, BJP MP and owner of Dainik Jagran, an influential Hindi
newspaper, said trengthen’ industry
and allow smaller newspapers to access technology and funds now
available only to big newspapers. (Ps)

One nation, under who?

Everyday students in US public schools recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance: | pledge allegiance to the Flag, of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it stands, One Nation, under
God Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for All. But last month the
father of an eight-year-old student filed a lawsuit with a panel of the
US Court of Appeals in San Francisco claiming that the words “under
god” were unconstitutional when uttered in public schools. He won.

The panel held that under the US constitution's First Amendment
the recitation of the pledge by a publicly paid instructor in a publicly
financed classroom was a coercive endorsement of faith in god, and
S0 impermissible under a line of cases dating to 1971. Among them:
rulings that ban prayer at school graduations, and even student-led
invocations at public-high-school football games. A day later the US
Supreme Court, in a 5-4 decision, went in the opposite direction.

Arecent poll by Newsweek magazine showed overwhelming (87-9
percent) suppart for including “under god” in the pledge. By a 54-36
percent margin, those polled said there was no reason for government
to *avoid promoting religion.” By a 60-37 percent margin, they said it
was “good for the country” for leaders to publicly express their faith in
god. Only 29 percent said they viewed the United States as ‘a
Christian nation”; 16 percent see it as a “Biblical nation, defined by
the Judeo-Christian tradition”; 45 percent see it as a “secular nation.”
Still, 84 percent think references to god are acceptable in schools,
government buildings and other public settings—if no “specific
religion” is mentioned.
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Maoists in Bengal

Space Time, 27 June

(Excerpts from a report by Lokendra Adhikary and Mahesh Das) FLET =% ]
Soon after the West Bengal govern-
ment said, during His Majesty's visit
to India that it would not allow its
territory to be used against Nepal,
India has banned the All India
Nepali Unity Society. Also on
Wednesday, the West Bengal
government formed a special
security taskforce to arrest Maoist
terrorists and destroy their training
grounds.

The State Police Directorate
decided to deploy a special security
taskforce after it was informed by
intelligence agencies about Maoist activity in the forests in the northern parts of the state. The
task force is well-trained and has modern communication equipment and weapons.

Indian newspapers have reported that Maoists fleeing into India have been hiding in the
forests in northern West Bengal, where they are reportedly carrying out training activities.

Even though there has been information that Maoist activity is concentrated around
Chodasahan, Daudadano, Darauli, Odar, Majhi, Sibana, Gopalgunj, Nautan and the Haduwa
area of north Bihar, for now the special force is deployed to destroy training centres and hide-
outs in the Bagaha area. This information was seconded by Amerent Kumar Ambedkar, Assist-
ant Superintendent of Police of Bagaha. Prior to this India had set up 73 police outposts along
the 750 km stretch of the Nepal-india border. In the past, the Indian police only used to frisk
Nepalis headed to India and also arrest suspects along the 750km stretch from Kisangunj to
Bagaha. This is the first time that a special campaign is being carried out against the Maoists.

Earlier last week, Assistant Inspector General of Police of Bihar Rabindra Shanker told
Spacetime that they had found evidence of links between Nepal's Maoists and India’s
Naxalites. He said that the Maoists were being trained with the help of the Naxalites, and that
some senior Maoist leaders may also be hiding in Bihar, and hinted at some immediate action.

In the meantime, the Indian government has banned the All India Nepali Unity Society,
Calcutta, a group affiliated with the Maosits. The central Indian government announced the ban
during His Majesty’s visit. An Indian Embassy official in Kathmandu told Spacetime that the ban
was imposed because for the last 17 years the organisation had been functioning in India,
without registering with the government, and had been providing protection and shelter to
leaders of the Nepali Maoists. The group is also accused of lobbying for the Maoists by organis-
ing public meetings and raising donations from Nepalis in India, as well as Indians, to support
the rebel cause.

The group is also suspected of having served as a bridge between Nepal's Maoists and
India's People’s War Group (PWG), the Maoist Communist Centre (MCC), the United Liberation
Front of Assam (ULFA) and the Bodo separatists. A senior Indian official also told Spacetime on
telephone that the government had proof that the group was aiding Nepal's Maoists in obtaining
weapons and training from foreign terrorist groups such as the Sri Lankan (Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam).

There is clear evidence of their links with the PWG and the MCC. The official added that
there are reasons to suspect their links with LTTE and other international terrorist organisa-
tions. “Now if we come across Maoist activity, it will be easy to arrest them and take action
against them as we do against other terrorists [in India], or hand them over to the Nepal govern-
ment,” the official said.

Hari Acharya of the Nepal Communist Party (Masal) says that because the Society was
being used as a shelter for Maoists as well as a source of financial support and training, its
ban would have major consequences. Acharya is a former active member of the Society and
former MP. He added: “They were spreading confusion by using the name of the group, legally
registered, and affiliated with our party, the All India Unity Society. Now we are assured (that the
name won't be misused).”

QUOTE OF THE WE!

Tam ready to go to jail, but I won’t let democracy be sacrificed.

at the Univ

y of North Bengal, Sil

—Nepali Congress president Girija Prasad Koirala in Budhabaron 3 July.

Placards - Nepali Congress
“Beware of phonies!”

Wawra Tiera1 Himalaya Times, 30 June

Deshantar, 23 June

‘The Lalitpur Appellate Courc has
upheld the rights of Martina Joshi
over theinsurance of her husband,
Caprain Jay Krishna Joshi, who was
Killed in the Necon Air planc crash.
Captain Joshi's mother Indu Joshi
had filed a casc a the Patan court
chiming that she was entitled to

“Thatis why those who thought,
sy wete doing that, that
theywereafiendlyforce, and

halfl Earler,
InduJoshi had alo filed a case with
the Kathmandu District Coure,
which had decided aginsther plea.
“The legal confusion over the
tights o Captain Joshi's insurance
money seems to have arisen
basically because of an adrministra-
tive mistake on the parc of Necon

into powerwith
their support, mustlso bearthe
responsibiliy for theiracts. Our

Singh, Dilip Kumar Paudcland
Narayan Prasad Khatri, The Chicf
Jusice, Kedar Nath Upadhaya,
Krishna Jung Rayamajhi and
Gobinda Kumar Shrestha werealso
the members of thespecial bench
that heard thewrit filed againse
Koirala’s decision to dissolve the
Housein 1994.

Koirala was a majority prime
miniscerand the petitioners had
alleged that his decision to dissolve
the house was “illntentioned”. He
wasalso accused of political
misconduct,due to his controver-
sialinvolvementin

E any
to movearound with llegal
weapons,but ecween July and
November lastyear this same
governmentalloved themn o

RNAC scandal and the Tanakpur
treary. The court decided in favour
of Koirala,sayingthat the charge of
“illntention” needed to be

%

Air. The amployment documents
issued to Captain Joshi idenify
both his wifcand motherasthe
benficiariesof the toral insurance
moncy to be awarded in casc ofhis
death. Martina only learnt this afier
the death of her husband. In order
toavoid the legal hassles, Necon Air
suggested spliting the insurance
sum in two. Martina refused, on the
grounds that she had a child to
raise, and that her husband had
already legally broken ties with his
immediate parenal family before hs
deach. To establish her claim over
halfthe insurance moncy, Indu
Joshiwent to the Kathmandu
District Coure.

“The Kathmandu District Courc
in August 2001 decided in favour of
Marcina, stating that snce the legal
documentsat Necon Airidentify
Martinaasthe firsc bencficiary, she
had legal right oall of it, and so
anyclim madeby Indu Joshi was
notvlid, The Paan Appellate |
Courtupheld the district courc’s
verdict,and awarded herall of
Caprain Krishna Joshi's $30.000
insurance.

Who s responslble7

Edicorialin Deshantar, 30 June

Thc news of rhed:zrh of Krishna Sm
“Tebhl® A

Itheirweapons. The

In the former case, the
had claimed that the

upth
onthebasisof srengeh derivd
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cannon fodder for the scurity
forces. These incidents will become
clear once the sate of emergency is
lified. Whether he stll occupics
this seat,or even of he is out of it
bythen, heresponsibilyfor these

dissolve the house under the article
53(4) of the Constitution.”
Justices Mohan Prasad Sharma,
Kishna Jung Rayamajhiand
Gobinda Bahadur Shrestha
concurred in their respective
argumentsin the Koirala case

actions lies heavy on tf
of the prime miniscr.

Dristi 2July

Presently, cverybody's atcention is
on thewrit fled against Prime
Ministr Sher Bahadur Deub's

“the ight to dissolve parliament
rested only with a prime minister
and even the Monarch was denied
that right withouta ecommenda-
tion from a prime ministr. It
cannot be caimed thata prime
minister will recommend the
dissolution of the House oly to
influence the people’s opinion

decision to dissolve parlia
Lawyers epresentingthe petiion-
ersand the government have
ready presented their arguments.
Now the representations of the
rersand th ;
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journalstallover the world. The irs
reponsbilyofanygovmmentisto

completed by nextweck.
“Thisis the third time that the
decisonofprime ministrto

about ’s policyand
programmes. But he mi
recommend a dissolution ifhe feels
itis essential; consideringa policical
situation of the country, it can also
beanatiempt to garnera fresh
people’s mandate. Theseare
political ssues wherea cour
decision s not necded.”

Similarly, Keshay Prasad
Upadhaya and Laxman Prasad Aryal

protectthevesofi
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Thegovemmentsops ullnghat
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ses, the courtsupported the
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ingcitzens it hasaken nocustody
forinvestgation. Such governments
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1l fthe House as

had argued against the majority
opinion that esigning from the
postof prime ministerand

o the discoui

ded by Girfja Prasad
Koirala in 1994, and rejected it

reinstating parliament when

the House could not go simultanc-
ously, butbothof ther, long with
Jusice Kedar Prasd Upadhays,

Krishna Sen, t Mohan Adhikari ledthe | concurred thatic
ible for dh dby | dissolution of the Houseand mid- | prerogativeto recommenda

thepeoplewhenitcomesimetoask | term pollsa year laer n 1995 dmlunon The present caseis

fortheirsupport  court’ Koiral's case—here:

Of course, Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba has said that
anyone—ajournalistora
literatcur—would have to face
punishmentifthey have been
engaged in terroristactivitcs. And
that everyon has to be ready o
face punishment that s meted out
inaccordance with the law. But the
constitution of the Kingdom of
Nepalabolishes the death penalry
and says that no laws will be made
toward thatend. In other words,
cvenif government sticks the
terrorist label on ts detainces, it
cannotenforce the death penaly. .

Theactivitis of the Maoists
were terroristactsfrom the very
beginning, They atacked the police
who were deployed to protect the
peopleand their propertys they
attacked and killed Nepali Congress
workersand even teachers. They
artacked devel project.

he
presentwricwill probably be
retumned around the third weck of
July. Afier filing the wri, the
petitioners sked that the clauses
they had inicall included
qu:suenmg the oleof His Majesy
of the House be

theprime Minserhwresommended
thatthe House e disolved without
resiging from hispos

The Supreme Court's decision
[on the currentwrie] remainsa
mater forspecuion. Hoveer,
that he prime

removed. Thewri demandingthe
reinstatement of the House was
prepared by senior lawyer
Mukunda Reg, and s i char

mmmcrsrccommcndauon is
constitucional.

Itis not the courc’ responsibil-
ity to decide whether or not

elections are possible, and there s

mer
chiefjustice Biswo Nath Upadhaya
before formally filingi.

Aspecial 1-member bench
headed by ChicfJustice Keshav
Prasad Upadhayais hearing the
writ, Also on the bench are Kedar
Nath Upadhaya, Krishna Jung
Rayamajhi, Gobinda Bahadur
Shrestha, Arbinda Nath Acharya,
Hari Prasad Sharma, Krishna
Kumar Barma, Harishchandra
Prasad Upadhaya, Top Bahadur

ol thatpreventsthe issoluton of
the Houseduringastate ofemet-
gency. Thereisaconsitutonal
provision thatthe term ofpariament
canbeestended byayearin cascitis
imposible o hold general lctions
andastateofemergency has been
imposed. Butit s not mandatory
that the term of parliament be
extended, and neicher does the
Constitution require thata general

election not be held.
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ITERATURE

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

Bhairav Aryal Il

KawaL DIt

Part two of one of a classic essay of Nepal
literature. Bhairav Aryal is one of the best-
loved essayists of the modern age, writing
from the 1950’s till his untimely death in the
1970’s. He was a satirist who commented on

the absurdities of modern Nepal, as well as a
journalist and editor. The essay below, written
during the years after the royal takeover of
1960, speaks well of the bungling of the
Panchayat yeal

THE INTERNATIONAL FROG CONFERENCE

ttwo o'clock at night, | lay down on my bed with torn sheets.
Like the guerillas that descended from Formosa during the
Chinese revolution, bedbugs descended on me from the

walls and corners. Like the fighter jets that roared above

Japan in the second world war, mosquitoes whined by

the light of the oil lamp. My thoughts were speeding

ahead to tomorrow’s routine—at six o'clock the Health

Minister was going to inaugurate the cleanlinesss

campaign, at ten o'clock the cornerstone of the fish

pond was to be laid, and in the evening there was a

reading of Nepali poems at India House, a screening

of Himalayan films at the American Embassy, an

official dinner of the Foreign Minister at a British

function, and the celebration of Rabindranath Tagore's

birthday at the statue of Bhanubhakta Acharya.

I'mjust a journalist, butif | may speak honestl, | see that
today's people spend all their energy on forming committees, and all
their intellectual work on passing proposals. | alone have joined five
committees: I'm the chairman of the construction committee for the
neighbourhood toilet, the chief minister of the council for national
dress, the propaganda minister for the jobseekers' club, the joint
secretary of the undercooked restoration group, and the finance:
officer of the international elements slap-up group. This is probably
why my son has also gathered together all his friends and formed a
committee for playing marbles which has unanimously passed a
proposal to not play marbles on the road, even though his own hand,
broken when a motorcycle hit him as he played marbles on the main
street, isn't yet fully healed. One of these days, the mother of my son
will also gather the energetic women of the nearby houses and form
ahair combers’ committee.

Butam not a coarse man so narrow as to dislike committees,
meetings, speeches and proposals: I'm a vigorous man of the twenti-
eth century, a journalist who reports upon man, the helmsman of an
atomic age that shrinks with rockets and expands with pockets! And
'so my mind began to race, once again, over worldwide gatherings,
meetings, committees and conferences of the past, future and
present. And as | listened to the juicy speeches of mosquito politi-
cians, | drifted off far away, to an international frog conference,
where on the main door | saw a sign written, in words that were
bigger than frogs: ‘International Frog Conference'.

The International Frog Conference had been organised by the
Fewa lake in Pokhara. Frog representatives had gathered from most of
the main rivers of the world, carrying their national flags. There was a
crowd of journalists and photographers on the lake's shore. At the
Baraha temple at the middle of the lake was a pedestal decked with
flags from all over the world. A local frog stepped forward to make the
introductions and to give the welcoming address, and photographers
pressed forward, elbowing each other aside. Journalists got their
pens and notebooks ready. | too was standing at the bottom of a tree.

The local frog began by pointing at a tall, fat, red-and-white frog—
‘This is the leader of the Mississippi delegation, Mr Old S Dollar."
Everyone started to clap and shake hands. The local frog pointed to an
attractive, extremely red frog—This is the leader of the Volga delega-
tion, Marshall Liartov." After that, he introduced the Thames and Seine
delegations' leaders, then introduced the leaders of the Huangwho
delegation and the Ganges delegations. | had to go out as the introduc-
tion of the Bagmati delegation’s leader, Tartoor Singh, was going on,
and when | returned, the welcome speech had finished.

| found out, from a pile of papers distributed at the meeting, what
the objectives of the conference were—the conference was being
held to discuss the major problems of the world. The main topics of
discussion were—

An immediate ban on the practice of throwing nets and explosives
into rivers.

Peace and goodwill between all rivers, based on the five precepts
of Buddhism.

Consideration must be given to the problems of small rivers.
Arrangements must be made for the housing of frogs during the
dry season, etc.

s

These are the main issues of the day; and surely a few decisions
would emerge from the ensuing discussions. After all, when there are
any problems in our village, all the elders get together in a panchayat
meeting and make decisions. All the world's brains have gathered
here, | reminded myself.

But even as | thought this, there was already a commotion going on
about who to elect as the conference’s chairman. One group was
proposing Marshall Liartov, another group was proposing Mr. Dollar.
Their arguments grew so sharp that they began to hurl accusations at
each other, pouring out all the anger stored up from their ancestors
times. After a four-hour argument, those who had the loudest voices
allformed ajoint chair-group.

After that, there were excellent, intellectual speeches, clapping,
and a variety of proposals from a variety of delegations. | was racing
my stubby pencil through my notebook with all my might when another
commotion broke out. Even as he spoke on the problems of small
rivers, a leader from a big river struck out against small river
delegations.

His saying was—no matter whether the river was big or small,
frogs must rule over them. If not, tadpoles would take over. How could
there possibly be equality between large and small rivers!

As he said this, a scuffle broke out elsewhere. | got scared, and
tried to flee, but an old journalist said, ‘Didn’t you know, in frog's
language, the five precepts of Buddhism mean five punches.’ And

indeed, everyone was punching out each other, and nothing could

be heard but the sound of punching. Marshall Liartov and Mr
Dollar too started to exchange blows. What of the problem of
explosives, what of world peace?
The fish that had come to the conference started to
shout—'Save us, save us! Don't stamp on us simple
fish! Don't pollute the clean water by letting a few
fat-bellied frogs scuffle in it”” But what effect could
the cries of fish have on the head frogs? Who
reads the Vedas when they are angry? One of the
frogs jumped up and let out a loud belch, and—
suddenly, there was a huge blast in the lake. | too
awoke at that sound. And | looked at my watch and saw
that | was already late for the inauguration of the cleanli-
ness campaign. My eyes were still seeing visions of the frog
conference, but what could | do? | told myself—The fox will carry off
the hens if the old woman turns towards festivities'—and ran off to my
next program.

EN:i

TERS by MEGH RANJANI RAI

Lalupate

Where does her wisdom, common
sense and compassion come from?

ected women lookingat lfe wich i esill
retain asemblance of a faded glory. Checks sunken and lined, but the
complexion and skin stll radiant.
see these discarded flowers, wiling blooms in my encounters. Some werea
partof a Ranaji's harem, others were unrequited souls who wentas part of
che bridal baggage—the kamaris born to spend their youth, their innocence
in the corrdorsoftucco palaces. Handmaidens, pl biees, used.
misuscd and discarded, and then marricd off o some old retainer—second
wife,third wife or bonded slave.

And that was the story of my massage lady. At 75, she comes into my
life. Like a Rana retainer from her childhood, she wants me to keep her. Itis
whatshe i familiar with: a benevolent malik who takes care of her. “Maisab,
where will 1 go?” She comes every Saturday to work her magic fingers on my
city flab skin, kneading and prodding and rejuvenating my tired muscles.

She is Budi Ama to the public, but she tells me coqueteishly that she
used to be known as Lalupate, the poinsetcia. Her hairis slver, and braided
neatly down the back. She talks of her time, while rubbing pure mustard oil
onme. It smels, butshe will not be swayed. The best kind is mustard oil
roasted, and she says the oil has to be rubbed in unil it s completely
soaked by the litcle pores on my skin. IV’ true, by the end of ic I feel
likea sponge.

Thisisalotof work for someone of her age, butshe says don’tworry |
need the company. “Lam alone, no husband, no son and so I come to you
because | have no onc, I sicat home I ger depressed.”

Sheis oo me likea grandmother | have lost. She lstens and counsels me.
She gives me advice, financial:  should save money for my old age. And,
personal: don’teven think about marrying again. (God forbid.) And health
tips:the best thing for women i to be healthy, work and not be dependent
upon any man. Who says there is no gender perspective in Nepal? Where
does her wisdom, common sense and compassion come from?

Asalady in waiting for a maharaja she has traveled a lot. To far off
Banaras, Bombay, Delhi but has not yet scen Manakamana. My children arc
curious about her chores in the palace. She carried scented waters for the
Iadics bath, looked afer the sutkeri Today. she goes o the shops to buy
beer fortheir kirty parccs.

Shevwas e Lalupat fo herovelyskin and rosychecs, which
reminded b of poinsettias. Th ike her,
with floral names equally cxoric: Champa, Chameli. Now sheisalone,
carning her lving through the wonder of her magical hands. Her mincing
steps and hunched shoulders take her from place o place, sometimes
carning more from Cathy Mimsab and the Japancse lady (they pay more
because they are foreigners) than from locals ike me. My bhaujus, my
phupusand my flab happy friends (icis Rs300 and Rs 20-30 for
transport)

Lalupatc hasa markering strategy, coo. The moment you mentiona
friend, out comes out that two-by-two tattcred notcbook and another phone
number s jotted down.

She will come again, | know, another Saturday morning when she s
running low on cash. It willagain be too tempting to resist,and [ willlic
down for the mustard magic of Lalupate’s fingers.

Picking apart Pakistan’s political
economy in the July Himal

Plus:

APJ Abdul Kalam: India’s ballistic president-to-be
Sexuality and obscenity in South Asia
Sri Lanka’s eastern question

On newsstands Monday
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EXHIBITION

< Kathmandu Valley: Down the Ages Paintings by Hari Prasad Sharma depicting life in
ancient and medieval Kathmandu. Nepal Art Council, Babar Mahal. 5-TKTK July. Himal
Association and Kathmandu Metropolitan City. (see page 1)

EVENTS

< Training program organised by UK charity on Professional Writing and Report Writing from
8-12 July. Details at www.eld.org.uk. 524202

< Friends of the Bagmati General meeting 6 July, 10.30 AM at the Bamboo Club, Thamel
Students p: ly welcome. . .com

< Namaste Banepa educational project seeks input andideas.

YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

com.
< World Book Day Exhibition for Children 9 - 12 July, 8.30 AM-5.45 PM, at the British Council,
Lainchaur. 410798

Music

< Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526

< Teesta Rox the house Friday and Saturday nights, music from the 1950s-1990s. Rox Bar,
Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

< Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINK

< Bottomless Draught Unlimited draught beer between 5-10 PM everyday, Rs 400, at the
Splash Bar & Grill, Radisson Hotel. 411818

< Uncork the good times at Dwarika's Hotel. 30 percent discount on snacks and beverages
in the new Fusion Bar. 43" screen for football viewing. Swimming pool for non-football fans.
479488

< Metre of Malts Single malt exhibition and tasting. Twelve single malts for Rs 999. Evenings,
Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

0D
% Pasta Mania Choose from a variety of pastas for Rs 111 plus tax at lunch and dinner, and 20
percent off bottled wines. La Dolce Vita, Thamel.
< Wines from around the world Pair wines from Chile, Argentina and Australia with Italian
specialties at the Olive Garden, Radisson Hotel. 411818
< Sandwiches of any kind Steak, pesto chicken, lamb and more on olive foccacia, croissant,
pita, baguette and other home-baked breads. 12-27 July, The Café, Hyatt Regency
Kathmandu. 491234
% Weekend lunches at Dwarika's Hotel. Rs 700 per head with a bottle of beer and swimming
479488
< Plat du jour Buy one, get one free. Complimentary use of Sundhara Pool. Hotel Shangri La.
412999

% Thai Food Festival 1-8 July at the Clubhouse Restaurant, Le Meridien Kathmandu, Gokarna
Golf Resort. 451212, 22439

< Fine dining and table top coukmg Dinner at The Chimney, Hotel Yak & Yeti, starting 6.30 PM
everyday. 248999

< Wood fired pizzas at the new Roadhouse Café. Completely redesigned with separate bar
seating and coffee bar. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel.

< Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

BOOKWORM

Kailash Mandala: A Pligrin’s Trekking Guide Tsewang Lama
Humla Conservation and Development Association, Simikot, Humla, 2002

Rs800

eevang L, a Humla MP,hswriten rics o he oy and conomy of s Nepal and has
worked with i hnw

line of Nyingmapa Lamas,discusses chel ics of rekkingin Humlaand the Ny

region of Tiber, which make pthe Kailash Mandala, the pcnpl\en of MeKailash.

Dalits of Nepal: Issues and Challenges Prabodh M Devkota, ed
Feminist Dalic Organization, Laltpur, 2002
e

collcton of ssayson the egacy of power and the politcs ofmagein t ion of dalicidentity,
he socialand diionsof Nepali it te cducstion and el satusof il wome,
and theirlegal and politcal posiion. Alsoincluded are essay irmusicandoher

and theirsarch fora voice i

Populatio ity: A
basecon Ward B and Ward 34 \1nqendxalalbmqh
ProfesorSinghof the Centil f)e}nmnem of Saisisar Trbhuan Univerisy recenty e
team

P
Kathmanduvards hanged ‘mmmandwmuhe.mmm

patterns are. A limited number of copies of this volume cost from the author

Contact Mandala Book Point for more information.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Wanted: Flat in Lalitpur at Rs 3,500 per month

Contact com.

person. For reservations ring 441494, 680006

House for rent Ground fioor: living room,
kitchen, dining room, one bathroom. First floor:
master bedroom with attached bath, one bed-
room, bathroom, pantry. Second floor: one
bedroom with attached bath, store, lobby. Third

Foot - Reflexology: stressed or tired? UPLIFT
'YOUR SPIRIT FROM YOUR TOES UP.
email: buddhasteet@yahoo.com or ring 425931

Flowerlovers don’t miss our special FUCHSIA

< Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on
Thursday and Sunday nights. 416096.

< BBQ and momo evenings 5PM onwards at Nanglo Café and Pub, Darbar Marg. 222636

< Special Thai cuisine at Ban Thai Restaurant, Darbar Marg. 243271

GETAWAYS

< For pilgrims and D Village Inn D Temple
and Pharping's Buddhist monasteries. Weekend package Rs 1,300 per person on
twin-sharing basis with half board. Children from 6-15, Rs
800. dak_vinn@hotmail.com . 710587

< Monsoon at its best Walk in the rain through the pristine
countryside. $35 per person per night on full board basis at
the Horse Shoe Mountain Resort, Mude.
resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

< Monsoon in Shivapuri for birdwatching, short hikes, writing.
20 minute drive and 10 minute walk from Kathmandu, two
acres 6,000 feet on the edge of the Shivapuri National Park.
Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, Shivapuri
Heights Cottage. info@escape2nepal.com

< The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast
and dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

< Writing Retreat Full board package. Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing and
nature at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

< Special offer Buy one $99 overnight package, get the second night at 50 percent. Valid for
one or two people, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

[Fm inclusion in the lising send information to editors@nepaltimes. cam]

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMIND! AHAL

This very sharp satellte picture taken on Wednesday at
9AM Nepal time shows the progress of the monsoon front
across the subcontinent. Western Nepal i affected by a
front stretching up from the Arabian Sea, and the centre
and the east are reeling from a circulation pushing up
from the Bay of Bengal. Although late, the monsoon
showers finally allowed farmers to ransplant paddy this
week. However, the monsoon trough from the Bay of
Bengal is st not s robust self and this may indicate
lovier than average rainfal over central and eastern
Nepal. There may, hoviever, be localised cloudbursts in
the midhills and the tarai during this period.
KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fii B sun Mon Tie
30-20 30-19 30-20 31-21 3121

< floor: terrace and laundry room. Location
exhibition!!! More than 60 new and very beautiful «  Galfutar. Tel: 412094,
varieties of FUCHSIA, recently imported from .
Europe, are on sale now, for the first time everin 3 Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Nepal. Only at THE BISHALNAGAR NURSERY, tel .
431797, five min from Bhatbhateni Supermarket, - terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
two min from Bishalnagar Chowk (turn right and « Intenational vegetarian specialties, pizza from
downhill). - clay oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on
* Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on.
« Special events on full moon. Open daily 11AM-
. 8.30PM. 480262

Landrover Defender 110 1990, 146,000 kms. Duty
not paid. Price negotiable. Contact 521105 between
10AM-12 noon.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest",

House to let Sitapaila Heights, 5 min. from Ring
Road, 15 min. from Lincoln School. Big compound.
Western style five bedrooms, two bathrooms.
Servants' quarters. Motorable road. Ring 356 074,
981030322 for Hari, Shanta, Sanju or John.

“highest”, “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off season discount

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and break-
fast, three-course gourmet dinner. Rs 800 per

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and

on FM 102.4

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBC World Today

Sat 0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
Sun 0615-0645 BBC Agenda

Daily 2045-2115 BBC ATt &ar
Daily 2245-2300 BBC Aurelt &av

Radio Sagarmatha

P.0. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Jasutara Art Foundation for children put on an art exhibition at the

NAFA art gallery at Bal Mandir showcasing 57 works from 23 artists, all
of whom generously agreed to donate 50 percent of the proceeds of every
sale to the foundation so that orphaned and underprivileged children
may be able to pursue a career in art and ultimately, support them-
selves as arfists.

The works themselves ranged from the stunningly captivating to the
mediocre. Erina Tamrakar's luminous works of a woman holding a child
were sensuous and romantic. She is a genius with colour and her works
evoke an immediate sympathetic response from the viewer. She works

I tis awonderful way of using art to support art. The newly founded

without planning her compositions or her colour scheme—one can tell
that one is looking at a work that comes impulsively as a result of a deep
and immediate response to her subject. Another artist whose work was
entrancing is Asha Dongol, whose works consist of figures fleshed out with
bold slashing lines and dashing colours (see lef).

But more than the painters themselves it is the idea behind such an
exhibition that is so compeling. We live in a world where art is constantly
relegated to the background, and even people who love art only pursue it
as a hobby or an interest. For once, a group of people have realised that
art can help keep body and soul together and that there are people in
this world who may yean to pursue their love of art but can never find the
means to do so. Members of the Jasutara Foundation say that for
them, art is as important as medicine and mathematics, and they
have taken the first crucial steps towards providing needy children with
the opportunity to become artists. Perhaps our education system can
learn something from this.

athmandu Countryside, with towns on elevated grounds
and fields in the lowlands

Water Spouts, which also served as meeting places.

Threshing Chiura in Okhal, often a communal activity.

Nawaratri Baja, Kathmandu pilgrims touring the Valley, playing
the old nauratha baja.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Crooks 1 Us

cinga country thats now fling for bankrupecy
protection, Nepalis ahways ready to continue

horsdocuvte tray when no oneis lookiny
b

of the world e

Large parts
P

proy

andk h

in corporate fraud and mal th
upperechelons of government.

We have to hand it the Americans, though: they
are quick leaners. How else could they have go the

Kind, but here we haveall his expertiseatou finger-
tips. Oursecondary national axiom: “Just don't get
caught.”

Secing that Enron had aleg up on them, hordes of
Ametican corporate giants began trooping to
Kathman ng them like Adelphi:

hangofour disoquickly? It
hasonly recently come toligh that
Enron's foray into Nepal five years ago
was notabout hydro-energy atall, but
partofan undercover operation to
infilitace Nepali Incand pick upa few
useful s on cooking the books.
“The Texasenergy giant then went
onto putwhatitlearncin
Kathmandu's corporate corridors to
such good use,that it took them a
very shortperiod oftime to become
successully bankrupt. But ot before
the CEO of Enron had dumped all his

phia,
Xerox, Tyco, Arthur Andersenand
Martha Stewart. The last o artive
few monthsago was WorldCom and
alit took was  briefstinc at the KSE
for them to get the hang ofselling
loss-making subsidiaries a nflated
prices by profit manipulation, buying
offche competiion with worthless
stock options, claiming capital gainsas
proftand then rigging a bonanza sale
of tockatastronomical prices. No
wonder that our erdiary national
axiomis: “Crooks R Us,

d mad Th her tricks that we haven't e taught
millions. He was only following what hisbig boss, porate America, buc lecs not be dy, shal
Dubya, had done carlier with two-thirds of hisstockin  we? Nevertheless, sinceitis the fourth of July weekend,

Harken Encrgy Corp. You can be sure both CEOs
learntal the tricks here in our favourie landlocked

wewill give our American friendsa few nifty profic
making ips, grati:
b el

Himalayan kingdom, i
is: “Take e money und run.”

“The Americans may think that they are the world's
greediestsuperpower, bu there sl trick or two
they can learn about greed from us pros. Where else but
here would you find such  concentration of world-
acclaimed expert n corporate accounting fraud,

o )

ictitious asset sales, insider

tock price

dul Mixing 50 percent
kerosencin dieselis now more orlsslegal in Nepal,
and we have discovered thatit can bring down gas
prices increase mileage, and double the share prices of
the national oilcompanics.

2. Getthe Japanese to install raffclghts every 20

metres on the steepestsections of your uphills. This will
| on. which willal b

manpulation?
“These are practices which we have over the
centuries honed into fincarcand architecture. We can

ute to global warming, which willlead to morcair-
conditioner sales, which will double the GNP.
3. Declarea federal holiday every time George W/

today the P
about laissez-faire with savoir-faire while devouring the

Bush astatevisit. No need for ctizens
toworkso hard, when making money is so casy.
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