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Bank accounts

(Can a person's bank account details make
newspaper headlines? Senior cabinet
member Chiranjibi Wagle had his bank
statements printed in the national meda.
Who is next? Girija Koirala, Madhav
Nepal, anyone who has submited
property details? No one seems to have
any doubts that Wagle has been up to
hanky panky, but what
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e remote mountain districts of western
T Nepalare food-Ceficiteven in normal
times. Butnine monthsof emergency
and escalating violence have crippled food
convoys, eading tosevere undemourishment
‘of hundreds of thousands of people.
Inaddition, the monsoon failed in western
Nepalthisyear, and villagers whowould
‘otherwise have corn, potato, or millet this time
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Lawyers say that Rastra Bank officials can
only order banks to divulge the privileged
information to an investigating agency.
Sowho leaked? And why?
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to the districts. “The situation isn't as bad as
itis made out to be now, as there is.

Thisyear'sdrought little,” says R )h Bhandari, chief of the ~ something in the fields,” Dietrich Stotz of
f edofbeing i 100000t0ns,  NFC ce. T GTZ: jctold
th muchofitin themid-andfar-west Lastyear ~ but takegrain to T expect bigger
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ofPangin Rolpa. T y buthow  Kalikot. it have eatenwhatever they
T Ying willit get With no jobs, bridg the Tilaat Raraghat. could grow.” ¢
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rve out
upthe valleys, but that has had the opposite
effect. Ordinary vil while the

localsdon'th: h to buy food. “Business
is down 70 percent,” says Dor Bahadur

Maoistssmugglein supplieson secet jungle
trals Astudent at iriana yoi Schoolin

Khadka, a hotelier
Sulichaur. “We're notallowed to bring in
batteries, noodles and rice.” The food shortage

‘There's been an exodus of villagers from
the five districts of the Karnali Zone. “Every-
one between the ages of 10 and 50 has left,”
says Deep Bahadur Shahi, former Kalikot
DDC chairman. “Women till the fields, but

but i ' ‘auests’
north. Havin, can't produce enough. Besides we have ‘guests’
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The district headquarters of Kalikot,
Jumla, Humlaand Mugu are under govern-

Heads you win, tails we lose

BINOD BHATTARAI

T he Election Commission’s verdict on Tuesday

may have given the Girija Prasad Koirala faction
of the Nepali Congress the party flag and the
tree symbol, but it wasn't much of a victory.

After sitting on the dispute for four months, appar-
ently deliberately, the EC came out with such a wishy-
washy verdict that it evoked ridicule. And instead of
resolving the dispute once and for all, so parties can
now get down to serious
campaigning, it has
stretched the uncertainty
by another week by
allowing the Sher
Bahadur Deuba faction to
register a new party. In
fact, the controversy will
linger even after the
elections, because the
EC said that its decision
was not final.

Now, the real ques-
tion is: what if the elec-
tions can't be held on 13
November?

The Maoists have
been picking off potential
UML candidates in the
districts one by one. “They have attacked some of our
most popular cadres in the districts,” the UML's
Raghu Panta told us. “It has forced us to ask whether
they are sincere about talks." The Maoists have killed
over 65 UML workers.

The Congress has lost more, and other political
parties have also been targeted. According to the
human rights group INSEC, the Maoists have so far

killed 184 political workers.

“As a believer in democracy | cannot say no to
elections,” says Hirdaya Ram Thani, former Congress
MP from Surkhet. “But it will be impossible to go
beyond the district headquarters to canvass for votes
if the security situation does not improve.”

Legally, after finalising the preliminaries, the EC
needs 40 days to hold elections. But the security
forces have said that they need at least six phases,
possibly even as many
as eight, which could
stretch the elections over
three months. And yet,
as a senior minister told
us, “Politics does not
matter anymore. We've
reached a stage where
the security forces may
be deciding how and
when to hold elections.”

Last week police
chief Pradip Sumshere
Rana touched a raw
nerve after articulating
what security agencies
thought was the ideal
way 1o go. Based on an
earlier assessment, that
involved holding elections in 150 constituencies in five
phases to leave more time for the remaining 55.

The uncertainty lingers, and in thi scenario, the
worst motives are ascribed to the king, irrespective of
whether he decides to invoke Article 127 to try to take
the country back to absolute monarchy, as some fear
he might, or works with the government to devise a
constitutional way out of the stalemate. ¢

VASVHOVHVE NI

VAHYHOVHLY NI



2 EDITORIAL

20-26 SEPTEMBER 2002 NEPALI TIMES

ot s sty Hridi e
il Eo unc Dist B Angha Nelaantan

S ke

edorsgneaiines.can, waw egalires con

Adretsng Sunaina Sha i

Pt A 01521553

KLEPTOMANIACS ANONYMOUS

ush hour Kathmandu. Roll down your window and sniff the air. That is.
R the smell of kerosene, and itis the smell of corruption. It is surprising

that when the Cenire for the Invesfigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA)
began its dramatic crackdown on corrupt officials last month, it chose not to
begin with the most blatant and obvious area of malfeasance in Nepal today:
fuel adulteration.

More than 60 percent of the diesel and nearly 50 percent of the petrol
sold in gas stations in Nepal are adulterated with subsidised kerosene. This is
done right under the noses (and with the connivance of) the Nepal Ol
Corporation by retailers, wholesalers and transporters. The tentacles of
adulteration reach up to the highest echelons of what has come to be known
as “Nepal Oil Corruption”, and through them it lubricates with payoffs the
palms of politicians.

There have been numerous investigative reports in media in which the
culprits have even allowed themselves to be photographed and have spoken
on record, defending their right to dilute our diesel. When the

C NENT

by DIPAK GYAWALI

Shed the politics of exclusion

To be relevant in Nepali polltlcs now, partles must be inclusive.

to
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Tod: oneform or the other as long asamodern
parllamenl they from y
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political exclusion.

Rolpa,
had their elected majumy mshuunded out

they must initiate the politics of mc\us\on
How can they do that?

cracked down on gas stations last year, they went on strike and the govern-
ment had to back down: effectively saying that it was okay to
adulterate.

Leave aside for now that the adulteration has serious health
hazards: suspended particulates cause respiratory infections and
asthma, the benzene and toluene in emissions are carcinogens.
(See “Adulterated economy" by Chakra Khadka, #105). Let's just
look at what it does to the health of the nation: Nepal Oil Corpora-
tion sells some Rs 12 billion worth of fuel every year. Based on a
consenvative average of 50 percent adulteration, we are looking
ataRs 6 billion loss to the exchequer. The CIAA had to start
somewhere with its crackdown on graft, and it is understandable
that they went after the parasites in the tax department since the
government's revenue is hit badly by corrupt officials.

But cracking down on adulterers wouldn't just result in
healthier citizens, it would also yield Rs 6 billion a year in cash

g iy eight percent of Nepal' Need
we say more? The culture of corruption has become ingrained
because of the politics of exclusion that, in turn, has tainted
the system inviting the dangers of democratic reversal.

(See Dipak Gyawali's adjoining piece.)

We don't know why Nepal didn't make it to
Transparency International's latest Perception of
Corruption Index in which Bangladesh got the
grand prize. Maybe because in Nepal graftis
not a perception anymore, itis an everyday
reality. The CIAA's arrest of 22 tax
officials has spooked some in the
customs department, but elsewhere
itis business as usual. Itis now
impossible to do things legally, we
are penalised for being honest.

Corruption is like fish: it rots from
the head down. We can't wait for the
CIAAS crackdowns to trickle up the
food chain. And we will know this
country has been cleansed when
ordinary citizens can go about their
daily lives without being asked to
cheat, bribe, or lie to get the simplest
things done. And will also, ultimately,
be the test of our democracy.

Monopoly new: Jung with brutal “They can begin the process of reform,
Bahadur leaving them no official their corrupt image
i jor government positions to space ir grievances. Today, Calling the CIAA
en Rana the UMLas efforts “politically motivated” is actually
rule ended, the ostensibly democratic wellaslhe Koirala loyalists: the rump ‘moving the wrong way, that of eventual
i i while to year exten- polmca\ irrelevance. If there is any
prevent their access to power. Political sion to aII the bodies, f such a change of heart, then
rtwith the al\wnng them to lapse into limbo because the following three steps to peace may
Panchayat’ ML managed stand a chance.

one wuld bea member of the national

(helrelecnons The clear mesage “It's now

ourturn

- Animmediate ceasefire by the
Maoists. Ilneedslo befol\crwed bylhe

member of any uf its

army holding their

When the 1980 referendum forced the helped the larger ince the. (Ifa
franchise, theycameup i ), once started, doesnot  political force is going to keep its goons and
withaPanchayat policy p stop at the p: gate. If the name of guns wecan Vargel peace, development or
could filter out undesirables. i i ly to control the
‘These could b it-seeki HMG, itwill theking may havewannuunoeamneslyfur
shenanigans of the past, except that lhey are  inevitably seep intc i criminal “Alok tendencies
i and war crimes.

ry much our democratic
present. Itall slamzd with the 1990
wn_stllu!mn itself where the Iavgerpan_ies in

. Whilea few in the top
leadership of the Congress and the UML
helped themselves to duty-free Pa]erus and

- rif the Congress and UML take
thisinitiative, but failing which the king

113(2)
competing smaller parties: only “national™
parties that had garnered at least three
percent of the total votes would be entitled

Court), the vast majumy 01

should call a roundtable of all political
forces, use article 127 to postpone impracti-

(helr pany cadvesfell swmdled cal national elections, form an appropriate
mhghllng itentailed ight the tion ission, and instruct the
system to adead end. If this syste d i
portantly, VDCsone by one.

futt i | all j Reviving politics at
political begin the painful
politics of inclusion. Tt i the to produce fresh
represent genuine rural anger must realise and untainted political leadership and to
thatangstwithoutat y tosurvi
wm onl 3 -A

i for one year

opponents can never be wiped out to
establish a one-party dictatorship. If they
continue on the current path much

and local elections should be seen as mini-
referendums. These reforms should be
\mplemenled uslng the. Amcle 127 provi-
sions, and a el should then

longer, it will severely their
nationalist credentials.

The traditional forces, including the
army, cannot wish the Panchayat back and

be held to constitute a parliament that
has the right to change whatever it
wants in the constitution with an

‘must realise that ly must
represent not just the past but also the
future of all Nepalis, especially those who
think non-traditionally. The Congressand
the UML, who have represented the
Pttt 0 £

‘Thealternative to such a middle course
would be the suffocating stagnation of
restrictive party politics and the terrifying
extremism of the Maoists, neither of which

from

longer. ¢
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OPINION

about whether elections will be held

or not, there are welcome signs that
some political partiesin the fray have come
upwith new ideas in their election manifes-
tos. This is awelcome sign.

Two major parties find “feudal ele-
ments” in the Nepali society as being major
problems. The Girija kangresis have decided
‘to push for regional autonomy, whereas the
UML under Madhav Nepal sees radical
land reform as asolution. These are
responses to the daunting challenges ahead:
problems that range from healthcare,
education, child labour to abject poverty.
And, of course, never far from our minds:
the Maoists insurgency.

You have a centralised power structure,
aweary and angry public on the sidelines,
and the Maoists stirring the pot. Thereisa
need for fundamental solutions. Many of
the problems are the symptoms of the
disease, and we need far-reaching compre-
hensive strategies to tackle them. There are
seven fundamental issues with political,
economic and social empowerment that
need to be tackled (see box).

Educational opportunities and fair
access to quality public education (not
quotas and handouts) will give suppressed
minorities a level playing field. Elected,
decentralised, regional governments will
devolve decision-making, self-reliance,
resource mobilisation capacity at the
grassroots. Then, a popular mixed propor-
tional representation system of election will

L eaving aside the doubts people have

The 7 represents

You have a centralised power structure, a
weary and angry public, and the Maoists
stirring the pot. There is a need for
fundamental solutions.

wealth, and toensure fits of the
freemerket

red tape i ikely to help the UML.
hi i dth

‘The seven fundamentals:
1

system, especially in favour of the millions

of voiceless ethnic and political minorities.
Asystem promoting the ideals of

separation of| power, |ncludlng the direct

reduced by breaking the alliance between
political parties and big business. Punitive

countr

Eventual,increased tax baseand

Elecled regional governments, devolve

toregions

solution. Bureaucratic discretionary

education, |mgat|on health cave mfrar

. M |xed
system of election to embrace ethnic and

by ALOK BOHARA

ethnicity, caste, or gender.
® Commitment to eradicate
untouchability.

2. Institutional corruption

® Remove bureaucratic discretionary
power in favor of transparency

© Public disclosure of party financial
activities

@ Encourage democratic practices within
party politics to attract good civic leaders

3. Economic freedom

@ Ensure economic freedom and ensure
benefits of the free market for allinan
increasingly interdependent world

® Promote democracy in technology,
information, and finance

@ Protect private ownership rights

4. Economic comparative advantage

® Increase national and international
private cooperation in hydropower to spread
out development in five regions.

@ Promote tourism and its downstream
activities

o Identify other areas of comparative
advantage in the agro-economy

5. Regional cooperation

o Safeguard and promote Nepal’s
economicinterests within SAARC and
SAFTA by promoting our comparative
advant

@ Show commitment tofight terrorism by
notallowing such activities in Nepal against
itsneighbours

 Revive the ideals of a zone of peace

6. Civil liberty and freedom
o Safeguard personal liberty, freedom of

elentlons of th andthe power 3 political minorities. expression, and free press
fl andli transpar-  without the seven f\mdamenbals in plaoe‘ @ Safeguards against arrests and seizures
mteresl between the head of the govern- ent Educational: without a due process and respect for human
mentand the post-seeking legislators. The  will remove incentives for the corrupt. hese and other socio- ® Fil rights.
Norwegian appruachpmmbmngany The UMLsMaﬂhavNepalssmgular will be moot. ported reqlonal umversmeswc\oseregwonal
parliament reformwill in fact Democracy ion. 7. Political stability and fairness
idk th consid- Ifthe goal isto i at’ ime, makesthe @ Fil i Tak falvelecﬂun
ering for political stability. spurinvestment, i i Itis flexil ported regional technical i (caretaker government 3
‘Thesstate must fulfl its social responsi- break feudalism, then These seven iversi . and awell-represented election commission)
bilities in the areas of i ici A Id ick ® Commitment to reform the public . Commltmem tothe wnsmuuunal

education, science and technology, health,
environment, social justice, law and order,
and personal liberty and free speech Butit

wide-openfi involving
‘mutual funds, pension funds, bonds, tax
free retirement annuities for the private

and clearl

monarchy,

Vs

mustalso to
foster private entrepreneurship and
investment to generate jobs, tax base, and

the
investment (FDI) and transactions of

and the other

commonw(he\rm -point list. (see: An initiative. defining |tspcrwerand responslbllllyvl
” #wa i © Qualityand accessin the house, th
t be vigilant and constitutional bodies

demanding. Olhemlse they will get the

government

Social
® Noworkplace discrimination based on

® Separation of power to minimise
conflict of interest.

LETTERS

ENOUGH

“Enough’ by Ramesh Poudel
(#111) was commendable. | thinkit
is time to stop violence and start

their heads, dead or aive? rules of war” (#111) | had one
thing to say: “Exactly”. Itis so true
that the public expects the army to

deliver peace but are too lazy to

cially, the RNA is no attraction if
you are interested in ajob. The
conditions during any operation is
probably against human rights:

ARMY wrong reporting in special courts.
Re: “The moral high ground and 2. Take actions against few errant
the rules of war', #111 by personnel that are carrying out
Samrat Rana. | believe that the: activities detrimental to the image

demoralise the army as is feared.  wanted to write a strong letter
B Bishwakarma, Kathmandu  against CK Lal's arguments, but not take long for the Maoist to be

felt that Shovendra Gautam from like the LTTE was for India. Itis

Calcutta d up all my ID" thinks

vanishing for both of them. It will is only one side of the coin, the.
other is the betrayal of democracy
by the parliamentary parties that
allowed the Maoists to rise and

could be resolved through
negotiation, intelligence and
international politics. And we need
the complete cooperation of India.

social and economic injustice:
rebellion will be
born. What then? Will the govern-
ment declare these new rebels

discussions with terrorists? How
can you talk to preachers of

CKLAL

Nepali people in general support  of the army. CK Lal's “Distant Neighbours™ feelings in his letter (#111). | totally  that the Maoist will come to an take our country to the brink of The Maoists are operating from talking peace. If the government terror? terrorists t00? Nepal's rulers and provide support. I'm not saying the food is not adequate, equip-
the Royal Nepal Army. Itis the 3. Admit mistakes and provide (#110) made me totally confused  agree with Mr Gautam that dignity  abrupt end as soon as India backs  extinction. Sooner or later, the. India, that is a fact. Many Nepali cannot do good for Nepalis, it has The question thenis, are they  would-be rulers need to transform  that the army have done no ment is not sufficient and when
army's own actions  that has compensations to victims or and very angry. Although I look and pride of being a Nepaliis away. people will realise the anti-national leaders have visited India, shook  no rightto do harm either. There really terrorists? Aha! Now that themselves and become genuine  wrong. There are people who you  you die, no one will support your

nature of the Maoists, but | am
afraid it may be too late.
Giri Raj Dahal, by email

hands with Indian leaders, and
nothing really happens. Why
should India solve Nepal's problem
when our own leaders don't
‘show any genuine intention to do
507 We have neither any exper-
tise nor statesmanship in the
country needed to deal with the
present situation.

Rajeeb L Satyal, Baluwatar

have to be careful of everywhere.
Unfortunately that's life but if you
put yourself into their position, into
their situation where Maoists who
use children and women as
human shields are literally on your
doorstep, things might be very
different.

Everyone knows that finan-

family and send your child to
school. However, the soldiers
fight on and that in my view
makes them real heros. | find it
galling that general Nepalis,
especially in Kathmandu criticise
the RNA and do not appreciate a
soldier's sacrifice. Quite frankly
they are selfish and just plain
spoilt. They should be sent to the
jungles to fight for the right to see
their children grow up in a Nepal
where there is peace.

S Gurung, Kathmandu

CORRECTION

Several photocredits were
missing in issue #111: Min
Bajracharya for page 2 and 3.
Gopal Guragain for the
pictures on page 15.

had adverse effect on this
support. The support can be
enhanced with the following:

1. Leave the press free and use
them and their

advantage of the army. Contest

worth a lot more than any material
benefit. Mr Gautam even gave me
an insight: that CK Lal could be
“more Indian than an Indian”.

R Khadga, Kathmandu

Last point: no matter where a
Nepali s toiling, or how badly we
are governed, a real Nepali would
never think of being a colony just
to have a better life.

Dipak R Tuladhar, Thamel

makes you raise an eyebrow. Take
away the terrorist veil, and what
we see are rebels for justice,
Nepalis craving real development,

and accountable representatives
of the people. Stop playing with
Nepal and Nepali democracy.

Ekta Ghimire, 16
School

families of the wrongly accused.
4. Take prisoners and stop
executions
These actions will garner a lot
from the Nepali
pecple for the army and will not

forward to CK Lal's columns, | find
that his articles are wandering
more and more off the issues that
he tries to highlight. This particular
one urged Nepali people to rethink
the value of their independence. |

has been violation of human rights
from both sides and the victim is
always poor Ram Bahadur or
Shyam Bahadur who has nothing
to do with the dreams of
Prachanda or Sher Bahadur. If
there is peace and political
stability in the country, Nepalis can
show that they can prosper even
without these political leaders.
Kiran Nakarmi, by email

@ The government, and political
parties, have failed to provide
even the very minimum sense of
security to the common people.
We can think of basic necessity
only if we live. People are being
massacred like livestock, and all
that goverment and political
parties think of is getting political
benefit through propaganda. It
seems that they have lost their
humanity and compassion. We
wonder whether it is really the

by
and starvation, angry at the
injustice and inequality. Nepalis are
sick and tired of being cheated and
wasted, and they are ready to risk
arevolution. The violence and
brutality is never jusifiable, but
that is what people do when they
have no hope. Why is there so
much hypocrisy? Rebellions are
sure to be born in these conditions.
Declaring a state of emergency
and activating armed forces may
kill a few thousand insurgents. But,
the insurgency remains. Let's say
all the Maoists were successfully
eliminated, and the underlying

 Thistime, CK Lal really hitit
straight. Nepal is not like Bhutan or
Sikkim. Itis much bigger and India
will not be able to support our
people, politicians and bureaucrats
with its largesse. The answer is
more like what Mr Lal's friend “ID"
all butadmitted that the Maoists are
enjoying patronage in India.

India will never dare to alienate
China, and neither will China feel

FIGHT FOR RIGHT
As soon as | read Samrat Rana's
“The moral high ground and the

© “Distant neighbours’ by C K
Lal gives us a deep shock. As an
emotional Nepali | don't like to
believe what he says. But
unfortunately it s true. We are an
endangered species. Many
internal and extemal forces are
haunting us, and some Nepalis are
carrying guns to finish not only
poor Nepalis, but the whole Nepali
easy with India having a complete  nation that our forefathers incompetence of the government
sway over us—even though Indo-  defended with their lives. and politcal parties, or is it their
Sino relations are warming and the ~ Babi d Prachand toresolve
advantage of Nepal as a bufferis  cloned from Kazi Lendup. Butthat  the Maoist problem? The problem

® The anonymous Indian
diplomat that CK Lal spoke to at
Bangkok airport didn't tell him
anything new. We have known all
along that India is using the
Maosts as a bargaining chip to
turn Nepal into a Bhutan, or
worse, a Sikkim. Now, we have it
from the horse's mouth.

Chitra B Pun, Kathmandu

e The government declared an
emergency, called Maoists
terrorists and started going after
them. Now, we hear another
Maoist-government dialogue may
be underway. Am | the only one
confused?

Excuse me, aren't these the
same people we put a reward on

MIN BAJRACHARYA
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Red threatens green

KUNDA DIXIT

RAMYATA LIMBU

Grassroots success stories are
the silent casualties of the
insurgency.

eI

him Prasad Shrestha,
chairman the Federation
of Community Forest
Users of Nepal
(FECOFUN) isa troubled man.
The ongoing Maoist insurgency
has affected nearly 11,500 forest
user groups in 74 districts—
which amounts to more than
1,196,199 households, undermin-
ing one of Nepal’s most successful
environmental and conservation
initiatives which took decades of
persistence to build up.
Following the Maoist insur-
gency, the movement of vlllagers

districts, it's extremely risky to go
into forest areas. You might meet
Maoists who think you are an
informer for the security forces.
Or you might be questioned by
army patrols who think that
you're a Maoist,” says Shrestha.
“You're also likely to meet armed
poachers,” he adds, referring to
the increase in poaching in
protected areas, where the army
has been pulled in. Since the
escalation of the violence, and the
subsequent imposition of a state
of emergency, the army has pulled

In the initial phases of the
insurgency, a couple of villagers
outlooking for fodder were shot
dead mistaken for Maoists by
security forces. Today, most of
FECOFUI

district offices, 33 area office and
142 range posts. “The govern-
ment has received a rude awaken-
ing, but this is a crucial time to
take stock of the situation. The

restricted to district

i large, long-term

protected areas, with some
exceptions, like Annapurna,
Makalu Barun, Manaslu, and

Kanchenjunga, where community-

based initiatives are taking place.
In areas like the Manaslu
Conservation area, where

transporting timber to Tibet. This
time, we saw double that
number,” says journalist Mohan
Mainali. Since food supplies
subsidised by the government ran
out four months ago and there are
signs that the government is wary

energies

“Even then, it's risky for villagers as
they have to pass through Maoist-

" says wildlife
biologist Pralad Yonzan, who has

posts,”

been tracking the impact of the
diversityand
y

g

based initiatives h
been taklng off, there is noarmy
presence, and the Maoists have
destroyed offices of the King
Mahendra Trust for Nature

Conservation in the villages of

All this has already taken its
toll on community forestry and

So far, analysts point out,

Philim, Prok and Samagaon in

community forestr

out troops from
in protected areas, especially |n hilly

in communit
country has been restricted due to
the fear of both the insurgents
and the security forces. “In some

\lke\y ‘to attack by night and steal
arms, and where itis hard to send

wenty-
seven districts have been identi-
fied as hotspots for Maoist
activity, while 25 are affected.
Reports so far say that the

terrain.

insurgents h

practices in some
8473 km sq of forest—an area
cumulatively larger that the total
forest cover of 5827 km sq in the
protected areas. Since 1975, the
army has been patrolling most

Gorkha. Recent
visitors to the area expressed
concern at the amount of illegal
timber being transported by yaks
to Tibet. “When we were here
seven years ago, we would see
caravans of about 30 yaks

of food, fearing it
may be intercepted by insurgents,
local villagers will be increasingly
compelled to fell trees and
transport them to Tibet for
money. Since the insurgency,
reports of smuggling of timber to
bordering regions of India and
Tibet have increased.

Existing data indicate that
there is no damage done by
Maoists where a large number of
army personnel continue to be
posted. The Department of

RE AND THERE

Himalayan elections

Srinagar - Perhaps it's a taste of what Nepal can expect later this year,

Perhaps not. | have learnt, you see, never to say anything definite about

Kashmir, where | have been covering the first of Iour days of vmmg instate
ions. The BBC says “Indi

describe that portion of the former princely state of Jammu and Kashmlr

that is retained by India. The other bit, roughly a third of the old state, is

described as “Pakistani-administered Kashmir.

“These two tarnished terms annoy both Delhi and Islamabad, who each
insist that the other is evil incarnate and their respective approaches to the
thorny Kashmir question s “just” or “principled”. Each prefers to think of
'he other's portion of Kashmir as “occupied” and asource of end\ess human

rterrorism. Each takes aimat the i media for

ly
the views or the Kashmi
named Line of Control—agreat

wrongs Neither
ither side of the
deal of importance.

But | write neither to praise nor bury India or Pakistan. As | trundled
down dusty roads, apple orchards a blur on either side, in search of the real
story of this election, | couldn’t help but reflect on what might be relevant
about this experience for Nepal. It's not the shallow parallels that interest
me, it's the notion matmmehowelectmns areapanacea, asa:red rite,a
way of resolving time bad fortune.
That'sanotion not conﬁned to India. Near\y 30 Iorelgn dlplomavs travelled

Can elections deal with big problems rooted in history?

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000 000

Noneof the efficacy of

‘will be of good will, and the legitimate choice of their electors. There will
be some bad apples, corrupt or cynical or both. It was ever thus in
democracy. But what asituation that
campaign,

history, alegacy of the partition of British Indiain 1947, and the different
‘way that two independent states developed.

In Nepal too, dowe not have asituation that calls out for sweeping

it,anend
Dowenot|

or less a free hand? Do we not have militant opponems of democracy
who will stop at nothing to discredit or maim the system they
oppose? Do both sides in the conflict not demonise each other
beyond redemption? Can we really solve such problems of such
magnitude and context with an election?

Mayhbe, is the only answer | can give to that last question. Maybe we
can, mayhewe can't. For like Kashmir, I'm learning to blur my

‘Whether you see the violence in Kashmir as cross-border terrorism or an
indigenous freedom struggle, it begs the question: can you really hope that
democracy, how ever well it is practised, will have a posmve impact onsuch

Nepal. Not my good will or earnest wish for peace,
development and a bright future, but my glib, pre-packaged, journal-
ist's explanation for everything.

Solell that elections i —like

pal
to Kashmir to put P asltuatlon inKashmir: fraught with danger, possibly violence. Courage
uke me, they frnm 30-60,000, but mostare civilians. and i quired by all, not least by
age. Unlike me, The the forces. They cover lings. Butit can't hurt
guards and thenr cars had little red lights on top. Their drivers were patrol, i instrument at the men of violence,
imperious, mine was cautious and thoughtful. But we were looking for  aspects of life. Everyday i loss of life. the will of the people.
the same things; aview on the election process that allow us to decide It'sadiresi and | wish all the best. No If that'sall that democracy does for irand

whether it was good or bad

doubt many of those who govern once a result is declared in mid-October

Nepal, then that's enough. ¢
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National Parks and Wildlife
Reserves has received just one
damage report from Langtang and
none from Chitwan. Neither area
has seen a decrease in the number
of troops deployed for patrolling.
But in other protected areas that
are closer to the heartland of the
insurgency, or that are very
remote, and where the army is
not stationed—such as
Annapurna, Manaslu, Makalu
Barun—some 40 instances of
insurgency-related damage have
been reported. In the remote
forests of Makalu Barun and
Manaslu areas, the Maoists train
their cadres and extort money
from tourists.
“Th

Maoists made a major attack two
yearsago killing more than 20
policemen. In Chitwan, where a
higher number of army remain
posted, the number of rhinos
killed by poachers has doubled in
the past year. Between July 2001
and June 2002, 38 great one-
horned rhinos have been killed.
Only the carcasses or skeletons
were found with skull bones
minus the horn.

Both conservation and
community forestry in Nepal were
working up to being success
stories. While statistical reports
indicate that Nepal’s aggregate
forest cover has gone down -
reflecting deforestation largely in

T h

snow leopards—one tenth of the
world's snow leopard popula-
tion—in Nepal

But the ongoing conflict,
together with the recent disputes
over logging benefits and forest
registration processes to manage
the woods, may destroy the
strength and authority of forest
user groups that took decades to
develop. According to govern-
ment statistics, owing to the
insurgency, Nepal's GDP has
already dropped by 10 percent—
about $512 million, which
includes trade, tourism, infra-
structure and industrial produc-

tion.
The loss of human life, the

Bardia
and Sukhlaphanta in west Nepal,
‘which are used by the insurgents
as base and escape routes to
India,” says Yonzan. While the
army, which maintains two
companies in the western and
eastern parts of Bardia, has tried
to maintain as many of the
original posts in the park area, at
least 30-35 percent of park area is
unreachable. So far, of the 112
original guard posts in 11
protected areas, only 34 remain,
The reduction of armed posts by
analarming 70 percent has beena
boon to poachers.

In Dolpo, where strict
conservation and patrolling in the
past twenty years has raised the
population of rare species like the
musk deer and snow leopard,
poachers are having a field day.
Rangers and game scouts tell of
finding traps with deer skeletons.
Since 1998, officials at the Sekpa
check post of Shey Phoksumdo
National Park have discovered
some 500 traps meant for musk
deer. Game scouts say they found
fifty such traps on the steep
slopes directly below the Suligad
barrack near Dunai, where

ment, timber lobby groups, illicit
tree felling, and local politics -
‘everyone agrees that the resur-
gence of canopy in the mid-hills,
particularly in districts such as
Dhading and Kavre, is real.
Meanwhile, since 1961, the
number of rhinos in the Royal
Chitwan and Royal Bardia
National Parks has grown six-fold
‘to more than 600. Tigers, which
numbered less than 100 at one
time, have now gone up to 350,

units, the displacement of people,
these same ground realities have
had an equally serious impact on
community participation and the
management of common property
resources, avital factor in not
just conservation, but the sort of
rural development that address
many of the concerns fuelling the
insurgency. “Biodiversity conser-
vation is the key element in
sustainable development,” says
‘Yonzon. “But unlike what many

DO

APCA does it again

The publisher of The Himalayan Times newspaper, India’s Asia Pacific Communication Associates (APCA),
has once again triggered controversy on whether foreign direct investment should be allowed in media.
Although FDI isnot alowed under he Nationl C ication Policy, the APCA English-

year Himalaya The Himalayan imprint ine names
Ujjwal Sharma, the publisher and editor of the Nepali-language Himalaya Times, as publisher of The
Himalayan. It is said that APCA agreed to inject into the financially-ailing Himalaya Times in exchange, but
in a turnaround, the group has announced its own new Nepali daily with an investment of Rs 44 million. This
time around, the group is promoting Bhawani Maskey as publisher of the planned 12-page broadsheet daily.
‘The Federation of Nepalese Joumnalists, Press Chautari and the Federation of Editors-Publishers have
already expressed their displeasure, claiming that APCA manoeuvred the legal provisions on FDI in media.
In the meantime, Himalaya Times, which has started printing in colour after its tie-up with APCA, has gone
back to black and white printing.

Manisha’s second debut

Nepali movie stars all seem to be turning producer. First, Bhuvan KC made it big as a producer, followed by
Karisma Manandhar and Sharmila Malla, who had somewhat less thumping successes. Now our best-
known export to Bollywood, Manishs Koirala is making her debut as a producer, but in Mumbai. Koirala's
brother, Sidhhartha, who never really made it in Bollywood, is to assist his sister, while former Miss.
Universe Sushmita Sen s the big marquee name in Manisha'’s first production.

Pay cuts, downsizing, and more

ffyouare: u};s'e[a&chdné increase i income tax (up fom 10 percent w 15 percen) staring this Nepall
month, don't be.

STIC BRIEFS

downsizing. The Timber Corporation ol Nepal bid farewell to 220 employees effective 17 Seplember while
the struggling Nepal Industrial Development Corporation has already announced that it wants to do away
‘with 56 of its 226 employees. Official data is not available, but private sector hotels, airlines and other
‘tourism enterprises are all cutting jobs drastically, or sending a large number of employees on long, manda-
tory vacations.

Jobs for the boys

o re likely o actually be offered job. T
government s planning to induct 15,000 contract bas the Royal Nepal
Army's strength to maintain law and order for the upcoming general elections and to continue fighting the
insurgency. The re-recruitment will be done on the basis of physical fitness, age, and track record during
the former soldiers' first stints with the army. The RNA plans to up its present strength of 55,000 to 60,000
by the end of this fiscal year.

Environmental Nobel

The Austrian NGO Eco Nepal has been awarded this year' N ng ‘Albert Medal of Merit for its work in”
Solukhumbu. Eco Himal has consiructed a 620 kW hydropower project and been conducting other conser-

ttion activities in Thame, ind Dolakha. This is the first time that an organisa-
tion working in Nepal has received the award, considered the Nobel prize for the environment sector. John
Hunt, who was on the 1953 expedition to Everest is also a past recipient of the award.

More heights to scale

In arecent cabinet meeting the government has decided to hand over 15 more trekking peaks to the Nepal
Mountaineering Association. The 15 peaks stand between 5,500 and 6,000 m in height. The NMA now has
the authority to issue climbing permits to 33 peaks. In 1978, the government handed over 18 peaks to NMA
for the promotion of adventure tourism in Nepal.

NMA sources say that the income from the new trekking peaks would be invested for construction and
development of the International Mountaineering Museum in Pukhava the Mountaineering Training Academy
in being builtin Kakani. In addition, 10

125 of them breeding a“;‘oﬂo donorsthink, putting ":ch‘fayr:r‘\:ge percent of the income would be set aside to fund development activities in trekking peak areas.
00- poverty
’ i inbiodiversity.” ¢

SYMPHONY OF COLORS
exnibition of pairtings by
Madan Chifiakar

® Nepa 4t Counci Hall
Babar Mahal, Kathmandu
® Sept. 22 - 28, 2002

® Daily 17 am - 5 pm

\\e've oeen
looking for you.

Want more than just a job? Want to be part of a
creative and exciting media adventure?

Nepali Times is looking for Desk Editors,
Senior Reporters and Marketing Executives for its
expansion plans. You need to have flawless and

elegant English, efficient word processing and
layout skills, good spoken and written Nepali.
Marketing candidates should have at least three
years experience in media.

Fulfiling work. Stimulating assignments. Good earnings

Write to admin@himalmedia.com with personal
background and 150 words explaining why you are
suitable for the post. No phone enquiries, please.

Movewiththe Times.
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Corruption, coercion, or both?

MANOHAR AL

fortnight after former
A prime minister Girija
Prasad Koirala linked the

widening anti-corruption
dragnet to a thickening plot to
throttle democracy, we're still
missing his larger point. The
democracy-corruption link he
brought up needs to be
probed in its full depth if we
are to enrich our under-
standing of both.

To be sure, Koirala is
at an obvious disadvantage here.
He's been prime minister the
longest in our dozen years of
democracy. Mention some of the
sleaziest scandals of the period
and his name just seems to pop
up everywhere. Nepotism and
favouritism are nouns most
prominently associated with the
country’s most famous political
surname. When Koirala casti-
gates the government for
covering the putrefaction of the
partyless decades, he draws the
loudest jeers. Those who recall

how he could have decimated
the panchas with the Mallik
Commission findings but didn’t
don’t want to listen to his
paeans to perfection.

Before you come around to
concluding that politics is too
serious a matter to be left to
politicians, you mustn’t disre-
gard one distinction. The
current anti- CO"UD‘IDH CEVH'

‘nance probably entitles him to
part of the credit.

Ridicule is something the
ex-premier has confronted from
the moment he described the
success of the People’s Move-
mentasavictory for the
panchas, too. As the Maoist
insurgency was becoming
bloodier, he regretted the
decision to do away the

hayat. |

majority in the House of
Representatives as amounting to
nothing. See how easily Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
dissolved the chamber? Would
the broader democratic alliance
have drawn such derision had
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai made
the call?

Koirala has put his finger on
amore profound issue this time.
Can endemic corruption ever be
ajustification to end democracy?
Koirala recollected how such
allegations were used to oust
Nepal's first elected government
42 years ago. The worst evidence
of malfeasance the post-satra sal
generation associates with the
time are the Indian banknotes
the soon-to-be panchas said they
recovered from the prime
minister's residence. A more
exhaustive study of the money-
politics link of the fifties would

paign s rooted in laws adt
by the very people we demomse
as depraved. Koirala's predomi-

i
sioners. Earlier this year, he
dismissed the Nepali Congress

have to delve d into the
contributions of Subarna
Sumshere and Mahabir Sumshere

by PUSKAR BHUS,

If you think corruption is good
reason to do away with
democracy, think back to
Nepal’s three decades of
corruption and coercion.

to our democratic struggle.

Since only the living can be
libelled, that part of history is as
good as dead for purposes of
settling scores. The philosophical
relevance of the inquiry persists.
For today’s political class,
corruption has become a compul-
sion. In terms of conspicuous
consumption, the panchas looked
like saints because they could
afford to. Austerity can be a clear
disadvantage in a highly competi-
tive arena. To prosper, politi-
cians need to pamper, patronise,
plead, pressure and promise. The
only thing that links those five,
apart from the letter P, is pelf.
Once you get this straight, it
becomes easier to understand
how people once considered
paragons of probity could plunge
50 deep into debauchery. And
once that's clear, you realise that
being corrupt isn't being un-
democratic.

‘There is anecdotal evidence
in our part of the world suggest-
ing that a populace tormented by
political licentiousness is slow to
recognise threats to personal
liberties. The fact that the
reactionary right considers this
sufficient tostrike at the heart of

the system reflects their discon-
nect with the public pulse. What
they also overlook is the power of
common cause in uniting the
bitterest rivals. The “liberal
panchas”—an oxymoron one
‘would have thought—who
detected how Kangresis and
comrades started hating the
system more than they did each
other could easily secure their place
inthe Rastriya Prajatantra Party.

Amore instructive parallel
goes back a generation. The
Gorkha Parishad—billed as the
party of the waning Ranas—was
thought to be sworn to the
Nepali Congress’ annihilation.
(Actually, its forerunner was the
only non-state party gunning for
BP Koirala's life). When politi-
cians were caught between
submission, incarceration and
exile, the main opposition party
in the dissolved parliament
cooperated and later merged with
the Nepali Congress to fortify the
struggle to restore democracy.
Even if the UML were to join
hands with the Nepali Congress.
inathird movement to restore
democracy, there’s a scary side of
history: three decades of corrup-
tion AND coercion. ¢

Please help spark new hope for peace and justice!
CHARITY AUCTION

BICHALIT BARTAMAN

paintings by
Rajan Kaphle, Kiran Manandhar, KK Karmacharya, Uttam
Kharel, Shankar Raj Singh Suwal, Sharada Man
Shrestha, Nabindra Rajbhandari, Sudarshan Bikram
Rana, Shobha Wagle, Umesh Chandra Adhikari, Vijay
Thapa, Krishna Manandhar, Shashi Shah, Shashikala
Tiwari, Manish Shrestha, Pradeep Bajracharya, Erina
Tamrakar, Sunil Sigdel, Durga Baral, Macha Maharjan
Bidding begins at Rs 3,000

All proceeds from the auction will go directly to the families
of seventeen innocent civilians from Dhading District, who
lost their lives to the violence of the insurgency and
counterinsurgency.

Venue: Siddhartha Art Gallery, Babar Mahal Revisited
Date and Time: September 22, 2002, 3:00-5:00 pm

Tea will be served.

MIN BAIRACHARYA
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Higher insurance rates

The Insurance Board has allowed i p for policies covering
losses from sabotage and terrorism almost eight nmes The coverage for damage caused by arson is
Rs 0.50 for Rs 1,000 of the value of property insured, up from Rs 0.06 per Rs 1,000 of the insured
value. The decision will be effective retrospectively from 17 July. The rates for insuring private vehicles
and those used for public transport have also been raised by 0.25 percent and 0.50 percent of the
insured estimated value. The Board approved increased premiums for storage and transport of cash
and also introduced a rate for insuring engineering works.

On track, slowly

Jtwas an all too familiar ending to the most recent talks held on railway operations in New Delhi last ~
week: officials from Nepal and India agreed to a third round of meetings. The Nepali officials, who had
been looking at making the railway from Kolkata to the Inland Container Depot in Birganj operational by
September, have set themselves a November deadline, a full two years after construction of the ICD
was completed. Officials said that the recent round of negotiations was helpful in sorting out matters
like insuring cargo handling and documentation, but t remains to be decided how customs clearance
will be handled. Nepal wants sealed containers to be allowed to the ICD wwthuul hass\es on |he buvder

Pushing drugs

KIRANNEPAL
epal's pharmacettical makers
have a25 percent share of the
Rs 6 billion local market for
allopathic drugs, which is growing by
15percent annually.

Some Rs4 billion has been
invested in Nepal’s pharmaceutical
industry, with individual investors
puttingin anywhere between Rs 4 and
Rs 200 million. A manufacturer told
usthat if you invest Rs 100 million
and produce 25-30 medicines, you'd
start earning a profit within five years.
“The industry provides roughly 5,000

irect)

jobs i

India wants to look into the containers before sending them on. Th
between the ICD and the port to Kolkata is estimated to bring nanspun costs. down by 30 40 pevcenl

Rescuing RNAC

Another report on what should be done wuh Ruya\ Nepal A\mnes Curporaﬂon (RNAC) nas been
completed, and it repeats what has been said all along—the private sector is good at running airlines,
s0 bring itin to manage the ailing flag carrier. The plan is to break the corporation down into two doing

i d bring in pr to run the foreign operations. The
RNAC has already formed a committee to prepare an action plan to get the process started. The report
says that RNAC's liabilities now stand at Rs 2.04 billion. The airline flies two Boeing 747s and about half
a dozen two-engine Twin Ofters.

Trade woes

The trade numbels 'ur 2001/02 are In—and we le nct domg |D0 WEH Accovdmg IO cuswms daLa
compiled by the Nepal Rastra Bank, exports tumbled by about 15 percent to Rs 47.54 billion, down from
Rs 55.65 billion in the same year-earlier period. Imports were also slow, at Rs 106.7 billion in 2001-02,
down from Rs 115.7 billion in 2000/01. Exports to India kept growing, but at a low 11 percent to Rs 28.9
billion, while imports from India grew by 0.3 percent to Rs 45.4 billion.

Not fuelling the economy

The slow economic activity in 2001/02 has caused the consumption of diesel to fall by almost 12

foranother 15,000-20,000 people.

The growing Nepali drug industry

Adyemotpramazuid —— eeds government monitoring.
SRS ), eeenanssesnsnssssnsesnssse
at’50 percent capacity because of
‘marketing constraints. Of 35factories  generic terms. Hospitals for their part mmpmmmng on quality to cul Osts.
registered atthe [ Drug i medical
Administration, only 26 are till )oiﬁmal ata

Four compounds. Adrugvendor paying Rs the
down last year and Royal at, say, the Teaching
DrugsLimi Hospital, Yy the  alleged that 25 percent of drug
losses mostexpensi from private

C Royal DI mostof
throat. ! i The WHO recently issued a set

of
16 percentwith the Initially, F i -
producers, butinealitytisafree-  thissegment, buttherecentpolcyof ing Process. The DDA requires that
for-allatindi il Some
Indian manufacturers have been companies, even if their prices are up GMP by the end of this year. Buta
seling“buy one getthree”schemes, 1o 10 percent higher,haschanged recentinspection of Nepali pharma-
and offering higher commissions, thi |ngs ceutical companies by WHO

D thatonly

important link in drug sales. Nepali gwemmenl quksfurmed\eepen four Nepali companies can be

producerssy thatthe Indan

Nepali drugs durmg_lu annual

granted the GMP certification. Data

procurement of

percent. According to the Nepal Oil Corporation, diesel consumption in 2001/02 was 286,
down from 326,979 kilolitres in 2000/01. Likewise, the use of aviation fuel has also dropped to 47, 453

kilolitres down from 63,255 kilolitres in 2000/01. There was also a marked decline in the use of furnace
oil by industries—down eight percent to 18,188 kilolitres, down from 19,810 kilolitres in 2000/01. There:
were increases in the sales of petrol, kerosene and liquefied petroleum gas.

Health 6, i by
cannot offer 5 in
incentives. Itis not unusual for billion tablets of an antibiotic for 42 Nepali markets. Prior to the
doctorsto put down brandnammon paisa per pill. Nepali producerssayit  provision of GMP certification,
prescriptions 0} 1,100 different foreign companies
dictate that that price, used ppl 195 to Nepal. ¢

INTERVIEW

“Figures look bad, but the fundamentals are sound.”

It’s been a bad fiscal year for Nepal: for the
first time in the past 18 years, economic
growth was less than one percent, both
exports and imports have dropped,
reserves have begun to erode, and the

budget deficit has ex[;anded by almost

seven percent to Rs17.1 billion. We ask(
Yuba Raj Khatiwada, executive director of
Nepal Rastra Bank’s Research Department,
about just where we stand.

Nepali Times: The mid-July numbers are in, how would you rate the
health of the economy?
Yuba Raj Khatiwada: We all know it isn't sound. Our concern s where all
this could take us. The past fiscal year was generally unsatisfactory. Our real
and extemal sectors did not do wel. The exteral sector was affected by
butwe also
have problems with the eal sector in terms of the decline n domestic
production, and the stagnation of agriculure. The overall growth wes less
than one percent, which meant our per capita income went down. The
present growth rate is the lowest in 18 years.

til, the fundamentals of the economy are sound. The output may
have dropped, but the structure of the economy is st ntact. We've seen

some increase n investment, if only of the shortterm kind. Prices are stil
manageable, the exchange rate is stable, and the reserve positon is sl
comforable. The monetary aggregates have been hit by the recession,
but are also in place. Fiscal imbalance is  chronic problem, but the
deterioration was ot very diferent from 2000/0L. Revenue collection
increased by three percent, reasonable when GDP is growing at less than 1
percent, prices are up by less than 3 percent, and imports are down.

Where should we look for danger signs?
For stabilty,in the external sector. For the firs time after 1095/96 we have
a Balance of Payment (BOP) deficit of about Rs 2.5 billon in 2001/02. A
large BOP deficit can lead to reserves depletion and exchange rate
speculation. This hasn't happened, simply because imports are down. We
can' be satsfied about our low price situation; i could be suppressed
domestic demand, which could in the longer term affect domestic
economic activty. A further slowdown in the domestic market could give a
second blow to manufacturing, which has been hit by external shocks.

“Third, agriculure cushioned us for most of the 1990s. It at least
ensured food supply. so people could survive any hardship. Now agricul-
ure may not be able to provide that cushion. The rains weren' on time,
that could reduce paddy production, which is about a quarter of the
agricultural GDP. In the case of other agricultural crops like wheat and
vegetables, there’s no incentive for farmers as we get cheap subsidised
wheat and vegetables from India. We don't have subsidies here. If
farmers' income does not rise, they cannot buy manufactured goods
and services. That hits domestic demand and slows the economy down
further, pushing us deeper into recession. If agriculture can't provide
the traditional cushioning, we may slip even further.

Did this by over-b and
overspending?

The central bank has repeatedly cautioned the government on release of
funds for development at the end of the fiscal year, but it happened this
yea, too. The about Rs 4.5 billon overdraf could have been prevented f
the government had ot released funds towards the end of te fiscal year.
There may have been poliical compulsions and securiy reasons, but the
central bank warned the government beforefiand about the falout,the
skewing ofthe budgetary balance. Development spending was down 16
percent in terms of cash, which could be proporional to foreign loan
receipt. Foreign loan disbursement decreased last year, which means new
projects were not implemented. If the aid money had come and been
mobilsed effectively, i could have improved the extemal sector in terms
of capita inflow and the increased investment would have caused the
production to grow, and the real sector would have gained.

Have we entered a downward spiral?
Inaway, yes
production of goods and services for domestc consumption. This might
further discourage investment. Breaking this spiral calls for higher spend-
ing, probably through higher fscal spending. This is where our hands are
tied. The revenue does not support spending, donors are shying away, and
excessive domestic borrowing might create more problems. By resorting to
excessive central bank finance, we have already exacerbated the problem
in the last two years. The only cushion is that our monetary growth this year
was slower thanlast year, which has lessened the impact of the overdrat

Could trade startlooking up?
‘The Nepal-India treaty is one of the factors infiuencing trade. I took India
‘months to send the new instructions to the customs points, and then we had
our own delays in distibution of quotas. There was a delay in setting up the
purchasing authority in India. About 40 of export to India was affected by
procedural delys even e the ety ws reneied. We di have much

for new pr hich . Nowas
there is no more confusion regarding the treaty and exports to India, new
investment might come to promote our exports. I'm not very optimistic
about Third Country exports unless we have new products. We've under-
stood the limis on the carpet industry, and on the compeitiveness of
garments. We missed our chance to diversify exports in the early 90s.
Peaple advising us on external sector policy used o tell us ‘as long as
carpets and garments are doing well, you don't have to worry . They said
resources would shifto other areas when they stopped being competitve. |
used to ask, how can industries shift o other products immediately.

How can we stop the economy from slipping further?
First, we need to expedite processing investment proposals in manufactur-
ing and services—even if we have to be more flexble. If someone wans to
come and invest even i this adverse situation we should give them easy
entry. Next, we need to explore the trade and tourism potential in the Tibet
market and think about trade based on fe-exporting imports. Just reviving
tourism can have a mulplier effects in other sectors and raise demand.

There are problems of governance, too. We are sometimes in situa-
tions where we can't use ad resources already n the country because of
delays and other interests interfering in decision-making. We need
effective devolution. Having the elections on time has economic impacts.
An election will bing resources into the economy, which can generate
demand for domestic products. We're talking about Rs 4-5 billon entering
the economy. It can also help raise business confidence and short-term
investment. Of course, the present political conflict has to end.
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tainswith their

Cave-Cwelling for beginners:

Inside Mustang's hidden mountains

Our
village of Nyphu, abouta four-hour

stand up in. The walls are black,

'” phu; monkat caves
it Nyphu, ruinsalong Charo Khola, 0
Manrhang Ear panel (page 1): Lori gompa.

After returning to Lo
Manthang, we left via the eastern
route to seek out what is by far the
most spectacular cave in Upper
Mustang, adjoining Lori Gompain

time, andwescreamed inunison:
“high five!

Our| pany hoped toexploreone
‘more cave on our last day in Upper
Mustang. We altered our route back
0.

an area Peter Mattl
aboutin Eastof Lo Manthang. We
had read about the cave and the

Rangchyungcave, mm?sus ina
valley east of the village of Samar.

rary  teain their tents. Fields of buck- matedwnh the smoke of years of spectacular chorten that filled its Inside, we found aset of chortensand
when | setout for Upper i P’ lamps. Dozens andafter  “miraculou iti
Mustang. Admitedly, | had swathes of Mustang abrilliant outof Lo Manthang. Dating back to cfanclemthankas equally mendsm Lo urgedustomakethe  gavethe place the appearance of
pictured myselfin dark pinkish-purple. Butwhat | found the 14" century, darkened, trip, passitup. After i ite of pilgrin
eslit i most i ‘main hall, awood- i ly unidentifi- from Lo for generations. Mounds of khadas
butter lamps, squinting to behind by ancient troglodytes. mnstructlon painted adeep red, able behind the soot. g Dhi. The and
makenutbnlhamEuddhlstlreswes Troglodytes? | of the side of i teainthe next day we left early for Lori, the residue of countless candles ran
fears ago. But i thataplace | iin. The rest of the to Dhilatein down the cave walls. Much nearer
mostly | imagi g thought herding tothe Annapumacircuit, and thus
i yak i i the  journey, avisit! In the valley leading to Lori, more frequently visited, this cave
d primarily by cave-ell the i geology i
prayer wheels. | likecliffs: carving graffiti left by visitors.

. The source andatemple. Theyoung they i weleft
spectacle of the trans-Himalaya, with Tt of thy ik i i resemble our horsesat the river'sedge and
itsdramaticsnow-capped peaksand  often-violent history, y didnotlook  caves, Lori Gompa ‘walked up the narrow valley leading
stark high desert terrain, and | usedasfortsand sentry posts. Many ~ up, letalone miss a beat, as we door ight before lunch, like tothe cave. Asweapproached, we
‘would spot all manner of endan- ill play i i is coll pieceof metal, pl i
gered wildlife. contemporary residents, mostlyas slightly younger monk, came pink Hello Kitty bag draped overhis  stuck in the middle of asheer cliff,  aplasticjug, making theascent ahead

Finallyin Lo Manthanginearly  sitesof religious devotion. Aswe forward to meet us. shoulder. Reaching theentrance to visible from the far side of the of us. Catching up with him, we leamt.
September, | did all these things Ipam'ﬁmhand After the small, valley. Our gui that| He'dgone
and much, much more. Nomad i par main hall— dark openings of various shapes and the caretaker, an aged monk who down to the river to fetch water in his
families who still roam the moun- Upper Mustang. ‘which took i th i livesina house at thebaseofme jug, which we carried for him up to his

younger mountain, and the dweelling at

abbot’s quarters. The abbot
inhabits a low room just off the
main hall in what is really a small

After ashort scramble up the rocky
base of the cliff, we reached a ladder
leading up toa door that the young

keytoletusin,

Aqulckluﬂkvwsal\weneededto

Four
nied the keyman. After the five of

seethat
great religious devotion. The

y
chortensat the foot of the hill, where

cave, barely higl ighforusto monk his large key. ‘e temple, cut  custodian cut open apackage of large
i life-size g: theybegantosing  batteries for hisflashlight, and our
of chutesand ladders. Weclimbed ~ aprayer in Tibetan. When they ‘tourbegan. Despite hisage and frailty,
aseries of rickety ladders
up five stories, only to find large holdsthe andattimes
i pr ing f Lori. We were slippery,floor of the cave. Guiding us
ing not h is
steps, wewould climb downagain,  afineart object. Tt chorten, fig mmhp
walk under the gap in the floor, and cavewall that
i Il d, even though dellleslhat hetold, us, owurred
explorations. portedly datit ) aturally. thisclaim,
rooms deep, the i parts of i dark
andallittle scary. iththe whose
for halk-white ch d the mestalues
cooking, i it
for habitation. The monkshad been  surroundingit. vmved goadbye to nurcavedwellmg
good custodians; for a derelict fort, Or more than three
the comple money. begar
“Slipmesomeskin,” | said, offering the long climb up and out aflhe
mywmpalmandshomngmemhaw valley to the main trai.
toslapit. Theyqu Our the caves
“Skin! Jeppingm part of the many
handinturn. “Highfivel” lanswered  wonderful experiences we had in
back, teaching them howtoslap Upper Mustang. Even in Nepal, not
handsintheair. Afteraroundof “high  many places remain where you can
fives, pe Hi i
arging in.

‘Whatever the cost of travelling to

wemounted our horses for the Lo Manthang, itis worth . Sell
journey out of the valley, whl\e they  your car, mortgage your house, but
turned off mall h

y

They held up their palms one last

Mustang’s millions of tiny caves. ¢

KUNDA DIXIT
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ARUNAUPRETL
Q: Do you know the name
of present king of Nepal?
A:No,

Q: Do you know the name
of Prime Minister of Nepal?
A:No,

Q: Do you know that in
Nepal there is a state of
emergency?

A:No,

Q: Do you know anything
about the election that will
take place soon in Nepal?
A: What election?

Of the 200 women we
interviewed at health camps in
Mustang recently, only two
knew the answers to the above
questions. And it is easy to see
why: this is the part of Nepal

where there is no msurgency, ne

Ilkehermlllelchapalls but they

emergency,
qQuestions. Whoam I, where am
Igoing?

ey became
ourstap\ethroughuut our journey
to Lo Manth: d back.

through my rucksack.

Having travelled through the
Maoist heartland of the midwest
earlier this year, | was used to
these hassles. The security forces
were suspicious of medical
supplies: where was | taking the
medicines? Who was | treating?
Did I have a letter from the
Ministry of Health?

Butin Mustang, | wasin the
real Nepal of the old days:
‘where you could travel freely,
‘where people are not suspicious
of strangers, and indeed
welcome them into their homes,
Maya Bista at Ghami cooked for
us, and wasn't sure we would

The nutritious food of the
people of Mustang is one of the
reasons for their good health.
Millet, barley, potato, and milk
are widely available, and rice now
comes down from Tibet along the
highway from the border to Lo
Manthang. In comparison to far-
west Nepal, very few of the

work has made prolapsed uterus
demicin !

D
western Nepal, The medical
problem is a direct result of the
low social status of women
there. Here in Mustang, the
women had never heard of any
such thing, and they had no
word for it. One woman asked:
“How can awoman survive, itis
like having your heart or your
intestine outside your body.”

‘We were glad uur hypothesis

women we
malnutrition.

The other difference is that of
the nearly 300 women examined,
there wasn't a single case of
prolapsed uterus, which is sucha
common affliction in the far-west.
Successive childbearing, lack of
rest during maternity and hard

from

that women

tains of Nepal all suffer from
prolapsed uterus was proven
wrong. But the good health of
women in Mustang is not due to
health posts and hospitals—the
level of medical neglect by the
ministry in Kathmandu is as bad
here as elsewhere in Nepal. No,

it is directly related to the
higher status of women in the
familyand it

nessand the arid climate make it
difficult to survive just on

farming

d livestock. That is

.
A pregnant woman here is
not denied certain foods, milk,
or meat as she would in the
midhill villages to the south.
She s not forced to work, even
when she is sick, and she does
not have to sacrifice her life for
the sake of her in-laws. A
woman is treated as equal,
eating together with other
members of the famil
The harsh trans-Himalayan
climate means work is hard, and
winters are long. But, again, the
big difference here is that in the
fields or while grazing livestock
the men and women work
together. In one of the homes
we stayed along the Kali
Gandaki trail, we were woken
up before sunrise by a seven
year-old girl packing her bag
happily and demanding that her
mother fix tea. She wasn't going
toschool, her mother explained,
she is off to the fields to take
morning tea to her father. This
wasn't exploitation, or child
labour. This was an early
inculcation into awork ethic.
It's not all as romantic as all
that, of course. Mustang hasa
share of problems. Its remote-

why there has traditionally been
out-migration, and this process
has accelerated. In the village of
Chhuksang, nearly every young
‘man or woman is either in
Thailand or in Japan. Although
this has brought remittances,
little of that is going into village
development. Locals invest in
real estate in Pokhara or
Kathmandu.

What is surprising is that
despite the lack of health care
and a district hospital that is four
days walk away, and medicines
are generally not available, the
public health problems are not as
acute as elsewhere in Nepal.

On the flight back to
Pokhara, we thought: why can't
the rest of Nepal be like Mus-
tang: at peace, full of
hardworking and happy people
and where women are treated
equally with men.

Something to wish for as we
celebrate another Mustang
Festival this week. Let's go to
Mustang and find out how they
doit.

(Dr Aruna Upreti is a
women’s health activist.)

Lu3wan vinay

Look for the Lucky Draw Winners
on 22nd of September 2002 in
all leading Newspapers

Allthe po

riicipants with correct entries

will be invited for the lucky draw

through i

10 coues

nvitation letter.

1 cowple
Magnificent Mavnritios

6 nights/7 days.

1 Couple
Toilling Thaibard

4 nights/5 days

Polbara

2 nights/3 days.
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In Aceh, talks, violence, talks

JAKARTA - Another round of talks between the Indonesian government
and Aceh’s separatist rebels of the Free Aceh Movement, known by the
acronym GAM, s due in weeks, but real headway in the two-year-old
peace process looks difficut. Aceh province, at the northern tip of
Sumatra island, has been fighting a secessionist war against Indonesia
since 1976. Violence continues after the May peace talks, the most
recent being the ambush of the Aceh governar's convey this month.
“The Brussels-based : G) esti

ANDERS ASLUND

The problem with Sweden *-

Europe'svotershavebeen
Butas

F or the past two years, Western

the confiict, fuelled by years of resentment over rights abuses by the
miltary and the meagre benefits Aceh received from the revenues
Indonesia gets from its resources, has killed around 2,000 people last
year alone. A ray of hope emerged in the last round of negotiations in
Switzerland in May, but failed to stem the bloodshed in the province
rich with natural resources, including natural gas. After the May peace
talks, the GAM spokesman in the provincial capital Banda Aceh was
shot dead by Indonesian security forces. In January this year the
military shot dead GAM commander Abdullah Syafi‘ie, also after a
round of negoltiations. Reports from Aceh suggest that more young
Acehnese women have joined the ranks of the GAM foot soldiers, while
(GAM says the Indonesian security agencies have been recruiting,
sometimes forcefull, young students as informants. (ps)

Wrong on rights

POH, Malaysia
Human Rights Commision, known as Suhakam, has been trying fo win
popular appeal by remaining independent, but at the same time
trying not to upset Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad's government.
Th 0s

recently met to review its performance over the past year. Expectations
were high on 9 September, 1999 when parliament formed Suhakam to
make recommendations to parliament about the nation's human rights
conditions. The commission has received good feedback for some of
its positions, including attempts to create more room for itself when the
government frowns on politcal dissent. But civil society groups were
disappointed at its turning a blind eye to detentions and torture.
Suhakam’s relevance and the importance of its work have also been
belitled by parliament. In June, its speaker rejected an opposition
motion to take up Suhakam’s 2001 report on the grounds that it lacked
urgency to warrant being put on the agenda. In its 2001 report,
carefully written given the sensitivity of its position, the commission
itself said that people’s right to a fair trial and right to peaceful
assembly have been severely curtailed in that previous year. (Ps)

Anti-poor

poverty reduction in developing countries, according to a major new
study. A 180-page report tiled Integrating Intellectual Property Rights
and Development Policy presented last week to the British government
by the Commission on Intellectual Property Rights called on devel-
oped nations, the WTO and the World Intellectual Property Organisa-
tion (WIPO) to take the circumstances of poor countties and their
development needs into account when seeking to develop intera-
tional intellectual protection (IP) systems.

The report makes some 50 recommendations on introducing IP
protection that does not work against reducing poverty in developing
nations. The recommendations cover IP issues related to health,
agriculture, traditional knowledge, copyrights, software and the Internet,
and the role of WTO and WIPO. The commission report says the
technologies that developing countries need. (Ps)

Europe’s most recent parliamentary
election shows, Sweden'’s Social
Democrats—in power for 61 of the
past 70 years—remain relatively
immune to serious challenges
from the right.

Opinion pollsjustafewmonths
ago gave the Social Democrats 44
percent popular support. Together
with the former Communistsand the
Greens, the left held a comfortable 12-
15 percent lead over the four non-
socialist parties. This margin shrank
during the campaign, and the left

Sweden won’t join in

. [evival Rutits love fo
welfare state may ot

Europe’s rightist

e healtl

fﬁh%'?%l

retained power by the skin of its teeth,
but the lead ultimately proved
insurmountable. gradual, soit fails to alarm voters, but  lost miserably in the capital goods helped ||staym power Thetwo
i i Social ice inmost I TV channelsare
Dx is [o] thisis that Sweden elections under ial Democratic
foreign policy. In early 2001, Sweden intaxation, But iberal party, supervision,
held the EU presidency, giving Prime. favourof free
Minister Goran Persson, the country's  nearly 60 percent of GDP. labour immigration, tripled its ‘academic research. Aﬂerso manyyears
i i Evenso, they the support. The Lil ‘of Social D¢
in whichtoshine. The Social i ices. They i The
g was for ey but that twocurrent
|ngmeUSafterll ptemby direct their parents were
popular position thanhus pre-empted  resultofa1994. Soclal Democratic unemployed ‘ministers. The par
the non- Persson theright of i from
five years. Rougmy cronyism.
winning the 1994 election by iftheyare nottreated the
ighteni financesand regional e f hlgher quality of publicservices,they are not
eliminating a huge fiscal deficit. But council. The Social Democrats Immigrants joi ighti
European: revival, Democrats
‘winning again in 1998. Sweden's il of  don’
ly T wedes regis ick or in early G- ifthis
bubble, far. D retirement wedish
Ericsson's troubles todzy. posesanotherworry. Stockholm, ruled  labour shortage. Persson, kowtowing  democracy.  (Project Syndicate)
has to trade unions, insists on
welfare state, but experi- (Anders Aslund, a former
losing ground for 30 years. In 1970, ments, such as privatisation of the next decade. Swedish diplomat, is a senior
GDP per head was the fourth highest  subway trains, to education Ahhough thisstance cost me fellow at the Carnegie
intheworld; nowit s in17" place in Social D for i

the OECD. The decline hasbeen

tiveschools. The Social Democrats

unseemlywnncla\levkeypubhc

Peace.)
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by FELIPE FERNANDEZ-ARMESTO

Designer demagogues

ASIA
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ISLAMABAD - Although
Afghanistan has been the centre
of gravity in the US-led ‘war on
terror' since 11 September, the
countries in its VICInI(y have
witnessed pi h

Tajikistan, close to the Afghan
border, according to a recent
reportin The Washington Times.
China and Russia have quietly
acquiesced to the build-up ofa US

the past year.

For the first time since Iran’s
1979 Islamic Revolution, there is
aclear convergence of interests

military pi lose to their
border. Washington, in a reversal
of past policy, officially declared
the Muslim dissidents in Chechnya,
under Russia, and Xln]lang (under

between Tehran and gt
in their shared objective of

China) as “terrorist
During his recent visit to Eeumg‘ us

by MUSHAHID HUSSAIN

A new Asia

One year later, the political landscape
is sIovay taklng clearer form.

bring much of Centra\ Aslawnhln a
day'sdrive of the Pakistani port of
Karachi”. Pakistan has started to
build, with Chinese assistance, a
portin Gwadar, off the coast of
Balochistan, to service Central Asia.
Central Asia is also energy-rich.
Tmre are enormous gas deposits in

.o
Turkey started looking
east for the first time when it
backed the Turkish-speaking
Uzbek warlord, General Abdur
Rashid Dostum, who spent the
years of Taleban rule in exile
in Istanbul. Today, a Turkish
general heads the international

covertly to oust

Deputy Secrtary of

their the
Taleban. Prior to 11 September
not one US soldier was in Central
Asia but now the US has
military bases in Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and

Kyrgyzstan. It has

moved into a new
neighbourhood

where the big

players are Russia,

Chinaand Iran.

India has estab-

lished a military

basein

Turkestan Islamic Movement

| tobein
thevicinity of 95 billion barrels.

(ETIM)aterrorist group. Thevehicle for greater regional
The biggest Id be the Tehran-
with Cooperation
trade Organisati 0), whose 10
access to the warm waters of the members are Pakistan, Iran, Turkey,
Indian Ocean through Pakistan Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, '

through a pacified Afghanistan. On
27 August, President Imamali

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and

Rakhmonov of Tajikistan and Azerbaijan.
President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Indlabacked the Northern

I /told The inst the Taleban and
Washington Postthat “an open now has amlllmry presence in
highway across Afghanistan would tohelp

force in Afghani-
stan. Central Asia nations and
their internal politics are
likely to come under closer
scrutiny with the US military
presence there.

Diplomatically, with
relations between Moscow and
Washington warming, the close
camaraderie growing between
Russiaand China prior to 11
September has weakened,
bringing into question the future
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Orgamsanun (SCO) TheSCO,

KramtheTa]lk military. Iran has

hina, Russia
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
e

Afghanistan, apromise reaffirmed

ikistan and Uzbekistan,
agreedtohgm“rellglom
extremism,

Khamml svisit to Kabul last month.
Wiestern feratas

terrorism” inaJune 2001
summit. Thisisi i

its main city close to Iran under the
warlord Ismail Khan, who was in

exile in Iran'scity of Meshed during
Taleban rule,is now a region where

3 now.
Countries like Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, were
previously threatened by the
Islamic Movement of

ic, political and
cultural influence isstrong. Vocal
voices for civi i

L
sanctuary in the Taleban' s

Afghanistan.
ETIM in Xinji

loudly in the region, as evidentin
Iran in the power tussle against

in Afghanistan aswell. The
threat posed by the IMU and
the ETIM ided and

democrats around moderate
President Khatami's calling for
rapprochement with Washington.

will be easily contained now
that their bases of support and
refuge have dried up.  (ps)

by KENICHI OHMAE

T its former colonies, and willing to absorb mlgvams and refugees Buta
platformin

poor or black ones), abandoning i for
“cultural integration”, limiting access to social welfare‘ halting or reversing

The new European right twists liberal
values to modernise chauvinism.

the progress of European unification, and

not i rviolent. But ‘mean moderate. The

populism, unclassifiable in traditional terms. In France. Italy, Holland,
Denmark, and Austria, right

Danish Peopl s frank about its hate-list: “those who b
lvansfer power f from Denmark to Brussels, who agree with havinga mu\ur

Through | legislatures Eurcpeanlsallon stimulates nationalisms, so the EUcan never be safe

panies i yand forse, in troubled Euro-politicians
Belglum instinctively reach for consensus, cohabitation, and cosiness. So now the
‘wing extremists exist, governments pre-empt them trypua.cmng their isapil imilati ists, hoping: [
policies and their rhetoric. The old-style right, with its fasc\st anceslvy‘ them by embracing them in government, urlunng their votes. Europe isin
lingers on. But, as the failure of the French Front National ig demagugy lhal affl ennui. But
cannot gain power. The new extremism is stylish and trendy. Its d | respect for because
language is that of the Enlightenment, wired into the zeitgeist. The old nota

right can hardly compete; but the establishment can hardly cope.
The party founded by the flamboyant populist Pim F the

gated wnllnenl and the new right's inherent chauvinism s irreconcilable
with the E

second largest in the Dutch legislature. Until his assassination, Fortuyn’s
rise was conspicuous because he flaunted his wealth in the land of “the
embarrassr_n_er_\wf riches”. He had a Bentley and butler

SUCCess. 0
(Project Syndicate)

Dutch

ipe

gayand |ndulgenl on

Oxford)

The Chinese challenge

X hreiber's Le Défi Americair
ity fveyearsagoen nribers e M China’s growth will challenge the
offefor intor, A e global status quo both economically

p ot — and dlplomatlcally
'Vhelsryaar, i issi TO seen. Malaysia and Thailand spent
thecurrency, inbi pertise, i i
toChineserule. Chi that
abroad, Tl

‘years wreaked havoc in other developing nations. It foranon-Ct P

Butthe real key to China’s success Ilesat lower Ievels of government. Inmost cost, k i ities, even if i isi
regions,offi i Unii nation, Chi

benefits, industries. More low-cost labour ig

than 100,000 component manufacturers, mostly from Japan or Taiwan, have 1 Asia’s 1997 ial crisis relatiy buttheir

relocated to China's Pearl River and Yangtze River Delta regions, Muchof T has

cheap zbour but port failities Taiwan Strait,

tions inks. Switzerland, betting it prosperity on investments in China, Indonesia, the

102000, China got nearly $45 billioninforeign directinvestment, compared
withL0bilon forenan s for A s Mchvent ey o

Philippines, and Thailand, which lack Singapore's resources, are likely to
sufer deprivation, fragmentation, and unrest.

Tibet update

Hopes that a meeting between an envoy for the Dalai Lama anda
senior Tibetan government official could lead to a resumption of
official contact between the quarrelling parties looked misplaced
Monday. Legchog, Tibet's deputy party secretary and chairman of
the TAR, confirmed he had met the Dalai Lama's special envoy to
the US, Lodi Gyari, for more than an hour on Sunday i Lhasa, but
said there was no discussion of the Dalai Lama. Legchog also
said there was no discussion on the possibility of future delega-
tions from Dharamsala, where the Dalai Lama's Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile is based. ‘I have no news of any other delegation
from Dharamsala and (Gyari) also didn’t mention that. He also did
not touch on the subject of the Dalai Lama,” Legchog said.
Legchog said Gyari's was a personal visit, to “meet some relatives
and pay homage to the monasteries of Tibet".

In the meeting he briefed Gyari on Tibet's progress and
economic development since the envoy was last in Tibet 50 years
ago: “He envied and expressed appreciation over the economic
development and also the raising of the people’s livelinood,”
Legchog said. Gyari's reaction to the meeting is unknown, as
Chinese authorities would not allow journalists to speak to him. A
secretary to the Dalai Lama, Tenzin Taklha, confirmed that his
office had been in contact with the envoys but declined to give
further details, except
that they would leave
China around the end
of the month. “It's a
sensitive visit, we don't
want to say anything
that might upset the
balance” he said from
Dharamsala. But Takiha
did call this the first
official contact with the
Chinese government
since 1993 and the first
such talks in Tibet itself
in20years.

A series of moves
this year, including an
invitation for Gyari to
visit Beijing and Lhasa, the release of six Tibetan political prison-
ers, the visit to Lhasa in July of the Dalai Lama's older brother and
two organised tours of Tibet for journalists, prompted speculation
that the Chinese government might be reviewing its hardline
stance against the Dalai Lama. Formal talks broke off in 1993,
Asked whether there was a possibility the Dalai Lama could some
day return to Tibet, Legchog reiterated the official Chinese line that
the Dalai Lama was welcome to visit Tibet, on two main condi-
tions. “He must be patriotic, he must come as a Chinese citizen
and he must do nothing that would break up the Chinese state,”
he said.

‘These conditions are not new, but his statement of them
sounded as if China was staking out a negotiating position.
Analysts say it may be a prelude to the re-opening of formal
contacts between Beijing and the Dalai Lama, and point to another
reason for the seeming thaw: China's President Jiang Zemin is due
to visit the United States in October and meet President Bush. (the
Austalianand The Nation, Bangkok)

libertarian,

drugs.

s platform. Fortuyn

proclaimed that purity

ipe for a restorative

purge. He offered outrage and hope to lhe traditional far right CDHSII!U'
ency. And yet Fe
than the old fascism.
In Denmark, the Danish People’s Party, which received 12 percent of
the vote i recent elections, similaly resists classifcation. s program of
for “defence of the
welfaresystem agalnslmlerlopers

old
the Ianguage of order, so Iovers of freedom rallied against them. The new
right I age of liberty, and uckered. Little
‘will be genuinely free in a future crafted by these populists.
Areturn to the Europe of the 1930s s not in the offing. The new right

ly tism. Itis

ophisti- For consumers, Chi raise quality, and propel
cated, and their managersare their
faster nation | China
have studied. C! iali i for foreign hm Amer\ca and.lapanas
but

investors i i jiders, and an
! oo ! nd

They
‘world independent of China’s central government.
China's domestic market is so huge, many

ccompanies have not turned their attention
‘overseas. But they will soon be the most
mmpennve original equipment

ufactur:
cfgoods sold under
other brand
names—thatthe

i
Us managemenlmemuds have been nternalised by
companiesaround theworld, including within China.
China's growth will pose agreater challenge o the
global status quo, both diplomatically and
economically, than, say, Islamic extremism. ¢
(Project Syndicate)

(Kenichi Ohmae, one of the world's
leadling business strategists, is president
of Ohmae & Associates.)
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Karnali districts unite

Sharad KC for the BBC
Nepali Service

Fed up with a faraway capital
that doesn't care about the
welfare of people living in the
remote and roadless parts of
western Nepal, five districts
of the Karnali Zone have
decided to set up their own
development solidarity.

Called the Common
Karnali Development Group,
it will have members from
local government combines, non-government organisa-
tions and civil society. “If Kathmandu keeps neglecting us,
we want to show that we Karnali people can take care of
ourselves,” says Jivan Shahi, former DDC chairman of
Humla.

Karnali’s main problems are its remoteness, the lack
of investment in development from the central

Jivan Shahi

Untold stories. ..
edar Subedi in Bimarshe,

K
13t
© Prem Bahadur Ranaof Tanahu
had been based in Sandhikharka for
some years. His wife Balkumari
joined him a year ago. She had
cooked meat and sel-roti for the
‘Teej feast and was waiting for her
husband to arrive at their rented
home near the police office. The
couple have a five-year-old son,
who was also waiting for his father
‘as the mother cooked. The family
was planning to eat together that
night. But then Balkumari realised
that it was getting late and the food
thefi

@ Pradip Dangol did not show up
athishomeinGi

because then people will lose the

or 7 August, though he had
promised his wife that he would
come to take her to her parents'
housein Hetauda. She waited for
two days, but her husband did not
arrive. She was angry at times. She
ed I ‘thinking

trust they have

The fourth force

Pratispardha, 12 August

Excerpts of an interview with Gore
Bahadur Khapangi of the Restriya

that something must have come up
‘to delay him. In the end it was the

‘Today we dalits and people of

body of her was
brought home on 9 August. She has
atwo-month-old son to raise.
® The Maoists had taken their
‘medics along for the attack on

i Theyal d

‘Taking advantage of that, the
organised forces in power have
been repeatedly raping [sic] our
rights. Those who exploit others.

all the security officials and took

r . The
governiment has ot creted the

themto

A
old had already fallen asleep. When
shewalked out to see what was
happening, the smell of burning

fice, wh the

i ‘minorities, in
development. The state has not

treated. According to Tikaram
Pradhan, apoli

aprogram for dalits

still

chronic food shortage, lack of salt and poor public health
services. Yet, Karnali is endowed with great biodiversity,
natural beauty and human resources which if properly
utilised could ift the region out of poverty, the group
believes. “We will show them that we can be self-suffi-
cient,” Shahi said. “In five years, we will not be living hand-
to-mouth anymore.”

The group has prioritised improvements in transport,
agriculture and tourism. Another member of the group,
Deep Bahadur Shahi of the Kalikot DDC says, “We went
through the Panchayat, 12 years of democracy, and the
Karnali has remained where it was. Karnali is the only
zone without a graduate college or a road. They start
roads, and they never complete them on some pretext or
the other. Sometimes the excuse is Maoists, sometimes it
is lack of budget. They have Maoists in other zones, too,
don't they?"

As an example, Shahi points to Salleri (Phaplu) airport
in Solu Khumbu, which was put out of action by Maoists. It
has since resumed operation. Maoists attacked Dolpo
airport, but planes have still not started flying there. The
same thing has happened to the Surkhet-Jumla road,
where construction has stopped because of the security
situation.

‘The main reason for lack of development is the lack of
connections in high places in Kathmandu. Mohan Baniya
is from the Mugu DDC and says Karnali should be de-
clared a “Special Zone” so its gets priority treatment for
development. “Mugu's average lifespan is 36, this is less
than sub-Saharan Africa,” says Baniya.

The group argues that Karnali has been neglected by
Singha Darbar because it is remote. Mugu, Humla and
Kalikot don’t even have airports. Dolpa has been out of
action because of Maoists. Kamnali has been pushed
further back because of the Maoist insurgency, the de-
struction of bridges, food supply and pulling out of devel-
opment projects.

hoping her
up, she did not eat. In the early
hours of the moming, Balkumari

treatmentin
Pokhara, the Maoi

vh their blood for
hi on-building.

100 security personnel in that
room for about two hours. Their

Sanghu, 16 September Excerpts
froman interview with Madhav
Kumar Nepal, general secretary,
CPN (UML)

=gy

Why does your party seem
to be more involved in
convening an all-party
meeting rather than cam-
paigning for elections?

L o e

dalits,
butwhat can we do, the appoint-

her
been killed. The food she had
cooked was uneaten, and lay in the
same plate she had dished itinto
the day before. The day after,
Tuesday (10 August), she was ona
helicopter heading out of
Sandhikharkawith her son and the
dead body of her husband.

the Teej fast crying. Her five-year-
old came and sat down on her lap,
uncertain of what exactly was
happening, but aware that the
Maoists had killed his father.

© Samita Karki became a widow
onthe day of her marriage. Her
husband Kaji Raut was killed in
Bhiman, Sindhuli, hours after the
two had tied the knot on 7 August.
Samitaand Kaji were in love and
got married on that day even
though their families and friends
had asked them to wait until
November. They got married in the
temple, after which Kaji left his
wifein hissister's house and headed
‘to the Bhiman post. His sister told
us that he left about two hours
after the wedding ceremony, as he
‘was on duty that night. He had the
next day off and planned to spend it
with hiswife. The couple did not
even get a chance to speak to each
other properly after the wedding.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Yes, but you control your borders. We couldn't. We first had the Soviets and then too many coming

in from neighbouring countries.”
—Hamid Karzai, responding to a question by India  hi
country after changes
India Today, 16 September.

Arrow; Election
Flag: Election Commission

$E1 Himal Khabarpatrika, 17 September-1 October

more disaster. In thissituation,

Icsa Ome y hose in responsible parties should be
care insice, but the building was government. Th the united. ti
also being bombed and shotat dalits are as they viere before the p ity
from outside. Commissit party ing, which i the
: ....Inthis country we have country’s needs. Uniity also helps
Non-election 2002 s sestorcomsgonty ~ envre ek e
Deshantar, 14 August three forces, the leftists, the smooth,
EE rightists and the royal palace. This /hat i
P interview wit . conslilu(ior] (1990) was drafted as all-pa:li/“:v?eglui[rﬁme of the
Loke Chand, Restriya thethree There has been confusion about
3 ty. fourth force i and the ten
e es thatthe

You seem unsure about
whether elections will

shape of amajor force, those who
have been exploited on the basis of

I think
for the: sak? of elections, say 10

caste and class. The dalits and the
dhesis ing, that

isanother force. But those in
government

peopl
winning by six votes. The situation
showsthat people may not be able

neglect these forces. These forces

government should immediately
clarify matters. Second, all the
parties agree that the government
should be ready to talk with the
Maoists. We have also appealed to
the Maoists for sincere and

i They

into the fold
needs to be

places. And if we don’t care about
the participation of the concerned

g
should initiate a unilateral
ceasefire, and then the government

quaranteed for

tions..... In less than 12 yearsafter
i there

ready for a ceasefire.

Do you think the Maoists
will listen to you? Will you
pressure the government for
talks?

Going by tatement

peopl, ightzsweljust
ine up boxes of all Iready i the path
ditrictsin Tundikelandhold ~ todemocratiation. Atatime
elction ke that whenvieshouldbeanly worrying

p about gettir we
So even if they are held, the o o peingshotdown

elections won't provide a
solution?

Yes, even if held it won’t be able to
provide asolution.

What can the government
now do?

Ithasto do what it promised to
the nation, if it can't, it should
quit.

So Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba should
resign?

Ifanyone else had been prime
‘minister they would have resigned
by now. Others would have
resigned for having taken the
nation towards darkness. Any
thinking person would have already

Those who have been elected to
lead us have turned out to be
corrupt. Democracy cannot remain
inasituation that is leading to the
wakening of the nation. National-

issued by Prachanda, we are
assured that they are ready for
talks. On the other hand, the
government is not at ll positive
on this matter. We have appealed
to the government to rethink its

tand against talks. If the govern-

democracy, but menti

remain without nationalism. people and the country, it should
Nepal ism rk ing the right
important toend thiscrisis
only that:

eigry. Even people in responsible
MaOiSt murder positions have started

Spacetime Dainik 17, September

TS AT
‘The Maoists abducted and killed

Krishna Prasad Sapkota, former

claiming that the forthcom-
ing elections might not take
place? What will be your
reaction if the elections do
not take place as scheduled?

thoughtaboutit thatway. ...Ifhe  chairman of theRaleigh VDC in Theeelections have to be held as
were to think with a cool head, the d on e declared. Tt hould
i him to resign. ; s g "“”";'5 i i dispelli
p louse in the village at aroun doubts about the 13 November
\Allhal would ha;{per:\ :27 midnightand his body was elections. The Election Commis-
_er lections weren't e"r 9 I morning. The sion willalso have to end the
sacaretaker Maoists had chopped theheadand  confusion it has created among the
takeany cut Sapk parts. people. Not holdi i
policy decisions. So it would be 16 0
rong tosay that September, and becauseit
outof their join th that i
held. Tt andthe el pro TheUMLhas  possible. Tosave this country from
v o said that the ituti isis, it has to
oneof usisnow. If i and punish hold the el heduled.
situation where there are no the murderers or be ready to face
elections, the Supreme Court strong retalation Is the CPN-UML ready to

‘would have to step in and decide
‘what happens next.

Do you think democracy
would end if there were no
elections?

Astaged, fixed election can end
democracy faster than that,

mediate peace talks?
Mediation is not possible until the
two parties are themselves ready to
talk and we are asked to play go-
between. The Maoists and the
government should first prepare
themselves for a dialogue. For that,
the government should take a lead.

HISTORY AND CULTURE
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Back at Sundarijal >18

“As long as | can write, there will
be no maddening depression.”

11 February, 1977

Sundarijal: Didn't get sleep last night. Had very disturbed sleep til 1:30

am. Thereafter didn't have a wink of sleep. Got up to read, but couldn't.
The worst part of lack of sleep is that it promotes anxiety, which starts
some kind of a chain reaction. | am anxious that | may develop
insomnia. | have seen the misery of people suffering from insomnia.
Bunu in 1951. Inside prison, the anxiety becomes some kind of a
panic. | was in panic the whole night. It was only at 4:30 am when GM
came with tea and he told me a story in reference to my anxious state

how unhealthy imagination leads one from one anxiety to another till he

becomes mad for nothing. The story is very telling and it did help me
restore my equilibrium to some extent. | wouldn't wony if | could get
sleeping pills and some medicines for soothing the tension. But
doctors are not avaiable. In the moming | did not do my daily round of

BP Koirala, writing his prison diary in
English has also been trying to do other
writing as a therapy against depression and
anxiety. It seems t0 help, except when he

realises that he can’t write the history of
the Nepali Congress on toilet paper

ecause it blots. And he is using the inch-
wide margins of old newspapers to write
the words to soothe his nerves.

pranayam, etc. But by breakfast time | was almost normal. GM says that
| mustn't in any case ask for medicines for sleep or for the soothing of
nerves because they will start thinking that the jail has demoralised me.
During breakfast time, the captain presented me with a copy of the
account for expenses incurred for our food during the month Magh
which is coming to a close today. Tomorrow perhaps a new major will
take charge. Our total allowance for the month was Rs 812 (NC) out of
which they spent Rs 712, the balance Rs 100 was handed to us. We
are again intigued as why they have to give a full account in writing
properly signed both by the major and the captain and give us in cash
the balance of the allowance not spent. This is not done and was never
done. Perhaps the intention s to show us that the allowance is liberal
and also to indicate that all our needs other than food, like soap, paste,
toilet articles (perhaps cigar or cigarettes too, now perhaps they will
permit me to get cigars), zarda, etc can be met by the money left over

from the expenses on food. Everything here is intiiguing, we are left to
do the guessing as to what their intentions are. They are not frank.
Yesterday the major indicated that the non-supply of writing paper
was due to a misunderstanding. Today the captain says that the
‘matter has been refemed to above. Obviously the major was not
speaking the truth.

I :am in a better mood today, after lunch. Immediately after lunch |
felt depressed as usual. After lunch hour is too dificult for me to
spend. | tried to get some sleep without success, then all of a
sudden | felt that | should starting writing the history of the Nepali
Congress which has not  received deserved attention by writers. If |
dontt do it, who else wil? Then | got up and started writing—I wrote
about 1,000 words. Since | have very fitte paper to write on | have:
started cuting the margins of newspaper that are supplied to us—
long strips of over an inch width. History of Nepali Congress is being
written on these long strips of paper. | have tied improvising in toilet
paper a roll of which has been supplied in my bathroom. | have:
brought the roll to my room and have kept it safely in the cupboard as
a very precious material. The toilet paper is very thin and will not be
suitable for wriing. So a dot pen will help here. As long as | can keep
‘myseff engaged in writing there will be no onslaught of maddening
depression, and as long as | am psychologically all right improvisa-
tions can be thought of to carry the burden of jail ife without much
tension and wory. The idea that | have to write a history of the NC
promoted the thought that | have my biography to wite. | intend to
write & novel on the Revoluion of 1950-51. Al these will be of 900
pages—300 each. Then | will write articles and small poiiical
discussions on theory and practice of politics with particular refer-
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Lovesick, homesick or simply sick of Tibet

esar Lall, Nepal'sever-prolific  tion of 195, around 1,000 Newrs

ence to Nepal. One year's job, if not longer.
by MARK TURIN ﬁ

insightful. The  ofself-doubt the sribe proclaims:

storytellerand narrator (and
now the holder of adistinction
from the prestigious Nepal Bhasa

Zueigiswel-known Brefeiner
L

arenotbaredand

suchas! Svhlga!se‘ Gyantse, Kyirong

inaFrench TV movie) am_i took this

and Kut.

for this book.

“Itseemsto me that the use of the
polite form of ‘you' for one’s

scribe s, for example, impressed
with the standard of housekeeping
ir} atypical Lhasa homg ‘The

‘Butwhatssort of apersonam 17 |
asked myself. To abandon you and
come so far away to earn a paltry

Parishad), turns his hand again to thisbook, Lall is careful to point out Chittadhar husband, person, , unlike ours in sum of money! The profession of
i i . thatfew Newar i i i 8 s necessarily to. i Nepal. Tt fetched the trader is indeed to be con-
In i Newar i i it’(page13)  waterand sawthat there wasno demned!” (page 41)
hasa(" the King of Nepal, Tt dustor dirt’ (page When read in the context of
Barkhor”, #34), L marriedaTi r the letter-writer in Tibetand his 32). Likewise, he is envious of the what is known about the author's
intriguing tale written in Newar, and wife. Interestingly, sons born to death in 1982. He called two of his wifein to i i life, beseenas
through translation and annotation Newar men with Ti i major is chil th the intimacy of his witnesses in Lhasa: ‘among the agentle sermon on the dangers and
it i audience. i ip, while page e letter, as if the trader Tibetans, il insepara- ‘the pursuit of
thecharming ‘som’, while the 107-page ingforp ble, even when they g . business. Perhaps college professors
Neswer Tibetan Iy intimacy. in
thatan excerptof Chittadhar's Letter Chittacharwasbornin 1906 into  tohis moth Onmore me, asigh escaped involuntarily’ students embarking on their studies
fromalL i

the

**_ . d Tuladhar family

I
knew, was his ‘daughter’.

scribe imagines his spouse’s reaction

(page 55). As the letter progresses,

chapters. Lz tradein Tibet. of his letterand urges  the scribe's allegiance moves subtly
ion wit hemanaged to not Mimmanahpau, anovel-length letter, her not to blush. away from Nepal in general, and
Inhis Translator’s Note, Kesar follow his father's footsteps. That he isthat it is meant: d bout Newar social life in particular,
L hould later reader only, changeand While

in Lhasa. Before the C|

h
narrator's accountinterweaves

bly Tibetan

sensibilities. He writes of the ‘frail
women of Nepal' (page 91), of the
T

‘of Commerce to read this letter of
penance.

In his careful translation, Lall
brings an important work from the
substantial corpus of Newar
literature to an international
audience. His translation is a fitting

Newartraders ~trader in Tibet subjectis the writer takes great pains to
The rticulate his undying devot
e historical and his wife in the first
author i i the letter, by page 25 the reader
furtheraccentuatedwhen  both Newarsand Tibetans livingin ~ begins to doubt his sincerity. His
welean that Chittadhar  Lhasa. Perhaps because of the. description of meeting the locals of
was ‘very faithful and Lhasa revealing:
J i

(page 7),in marked

phy, or perhaps because we are all

Kathmandu
who'lurelay people toabandon
their home and family’(page 97)

offsof globalisation: a Newar writer
isinspired by a German novel to

and concl
deprecating, if rhetorical, statement:
‘I don't have to tell you that we

visitors, some of quite y

Newar
(page 97). Without divulging the

‘tongue, which is rendered into
English half acentury later by another
Newar writer, folklorist and translator.

contrasttothe now muich more exposedtostories Aslight tremor went all over me The multlingual puzzle s not
characterof his andimagesfrom Tibet, the descrip- ~ when they sat close to me". This hisletter,in  completeyet, French
novella. tions often comeacross asalittle aside s prescient, and asmall but  the course of writing, the trader anthropologistof Nepal, Professor
patchy. develop: and Corneille Jes, is presently working on
h on lovesick
autobiography, bland, and the overall effect is T tonote, with deeply i Letter froma Lhasa
Chittadhar's life as el i left that Newars suspicious of organised religion. Merchant to his Wife.
hopingfor i i were ‘proverbi gledinso T the
hedhenotbroken  insome places, whilewishing fora many social and and M Letter from aLhasa
. fast-forwardbuttonuring thepage-  Nepal related to our guthithatwe  bear testament to Chittadhar'sskill  Merchant to his Wife. By Chittadhar
Chitadhar’s  long reports of feasts. never had time to dowell inother  asaportrayer of complex characters.  *Hridaya, translated by Kesar Lall.
inspiration for Nevertheless, the text has plenty activities' (page 32). His depiction On re-reading 2002. Travel Seri 3
thisworkcame  of high points, which makethebook  of Newr life in Lhasawould noted prophetic pointers o the NewDelhi. 139 pages, including
fromanunlikely  asawholeworththeeffort. Earlyon ~ support this judgement, aife of dénouement: ‘After all men are notes, glossaryand calendars, 1SBN
comer. Ata in his epistle, men. folkseemed  81-87138-55-6. Rs 200.
formativestzge,  conventions of raditional Nepali ings. T toknowthat diversion from
hereadStefan  letter writing, hearts  tion secreted in these descripti our sorrow’ (page 19). In a moment
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EXHIBITION AND AUCTION

Images of a Landscape Paintings by Pramila Bajracharya. Until 25 September, 11AM-6PM,
except Saturdays Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122

Symphony of Colours Paintings by Madan Chitrakar. 21-28 September, 11AM-6PM, Nepal
Art Council, Babar Mahal. 227866

AGROEXPO 2002 Showcase for Nepali floriculture, apiculture, dairy production, sericulture
and more. Until 22 September, Birendra International Convention Centre.

Art in solidarity against the disillusioned Auction of art produced at Bichalit Bartaman, 22
September, 3PM. Exhibition until 22 September. Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revis-
ited. 411122

Reaching out about drugs and HIV Paintings by renowned Indian artists to raise aware-
ness on substance abuse and HIV/AIDS. 24, 25 September, courtyard, British Council.
British Council and UN Drug Control Programme. 410798

Music

% Punchtatva plays at Kilroy's at 1905, 20 September, 7PM. Tickets Rs 250 per head at
416242 or at the venue. 225272

Full Circle Acoustic R&B, Mondays and Thursdays, 7 PM, Yak & Yeti Piano Lounge. 248999
Jazz your blues away The Jazz Commission with Vidhea, Fridays 7PM on, Fusion, the bar
at Dwarika's. 479488

Live at the Rox Teesta every Wednesday and Friday, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234
Music at the Bakery Café The Strings Fridays at Nanglo Café & Pub, Darbar Marg, 6.30 PM
on. The Heartbreakers, Saturdays at Bakery Café, Teku and Sundays at Bakery Café,
Baneswor, 6.30 PM on.

Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINK
% Oktoberfest Bavarian music, German barbecue, beer. 21, 22 September, Kirtipur Restau-
rant Beer Garden, Chovar Gate, Kirtipur. 330349

FOOD

4 Marwari Food Festival Vegtarian Marwari from Rajasthan,

Lunch and dinner at Rs 600 per head, until 28 September, The

Cafe, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

Special weekend lunch at Bukhara, vegetarian at Rs 350 plus

tax and non-vegetarian at Rs 450 plus tax. Hotel Soaltee

Crowne Plaza. 27399.

Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Satur-
days and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675

WOK Lunch combos from Rs 80, as well as a la carte. Wok Oriental Cuisine, Heritage
Plaza |, Kamaladi. 227157

Barbecue with live band 6.30 PM - 9.30 PM, Wednesdays and Fridays, Splash Bar and
Grill, Radisson Hotel.

Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace, Boudha. 48026

Fresh claws Fresh crabs all September, with lunch buffet, Cajun crab cakes with mesclun,
baked crab with mustard and fontina and more. The

Sunrise Café, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

Krishnarpan Fifty percent discount for five guests or

more, reservations preferred, Dawrika's Hotel. 479488

GETAWAYS

% Monsoon mists Horseshoe Resort, Mude two-and-half

hours from Kathmandu. Nature walks, birdwatching,

drizzle walks, Finnish sauna.

resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

Monsoon in Shivapuri Birdwatching, short hikes, writing. 30 minutes from Kathmandu, two

Full moon celebrations Butter lamps, guitar music, vegetarian food. 21 September, 5PM on.

BO!

Whatis Patriarchy Kamla Bhasin
Kali forwomen, 1994/2001, New Delhi
Rs64

This question-and-

booklet looksat |

nation, and how it is constituted; at partsof the
world. It ‘major
i pcuim
Understanding Gender Kamla Bhasin
Kali for Women, 2000/2002, New Delhi
Rs112
Thi e
Pgoryanc e et
with other cla Theauthor
Igniting India: L India APJ Abdul Kal

Viking by Penguin Books India, 2002, New Delhi

Ind\asnewpmldenlexamlnesv\ﬂlypeﬂp\e
being the bes the worst.

in Incia, given thei il fesourcesand talents, and capable of

Euentuslly, e sy, thepeople of anation

and politcs, andfor

Pavethe powr by cintof e otk tredlise e ream f 2y gond 1

Emerging Voices Kanchan Pudasaini, ed

Vishnu-Chnadra Vangmaya-Mandir, Kethmandu, 2002

Rs500

Includingin her defiition of ‘Nepali', anyone of Nepali orgin, regardless of country o resicence,

India, Bhutan, Burma, Hong Kong,

Maithili, Newari, Yakkha Rai, Yalung Rai, Rapcha Rai, Limbu, Tamang, Gurung, Magar, Tharu

Bhojpuriand Sherpa.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

SSIFIED

Contact www.kopilaclinic.com

Beautitul land for your dream project ! Bird
breeding? Flower/Fruit Cultivation? Ayurvedic
Clinic? Meditation Center? Terraced land, 2 %
Ropani, next to a wid running brook! Absolutely
breathtaking location. Only 20 minute drive from
Kathmandu city to this treasure property! Serious
buyers, Please call - Niraj 981024067 Email:
niraj_adhikari@hotmail.com

House for rent in Jawalakhel centrally located,
spacious old Rana bungalow (9386.6150.1) ith big
garden, ample parking space. Total land area-
30690.23 sg.ft. Suitable for offices. Serious enquir-
fes: Contact S. Rana between 7- 8:30 am and 5:30-8
pm - Tel: 521128/546857

The Tea House Inn Introducing Tea House Combo,

Rs 700 nett per person on twin sharing. Package for
Nepalis and expats includes room, breakfast, dinner
(Nepali food), ree facilties, swimming and jacuzzi.

For insertions ring NT

For reservations: 410432, 414432, 680048,

Foot - Reflexology: stressed or tired? UPLIFT
YOUR SPIRIT FROM YOUR TOES UP.
email: buddhasfeet@yahoo.com o fing 425931

Nagarkot Special at Naked Chef Bed and
breakfast, three-course gourmet dinner, R 800
per person. Room Rs 300 only. For Nepalis and
expatriates. 680006, 969107153

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
highest, “irst” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

Visit Ground Zero Fine wines, designer
candles, cards, exclusive Nepali paper prod-
ucts, silver jewelery, wooden items, perfumes
and more. Darbar Marg, opposite Hotel de
I'Annapurna

Marketing at 543333-36.

acres 6,000 feet by Shivapuri National Park. Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast,
Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, Shivapuri Heights Cottage. om

The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room W\lh breakfast
and dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675
Behind the wall Local residents buy one night for $39.00 plus tax get the second one at 50
percent, single or double at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

Bardia National Park Full board, ‘on stilts' cottage, pickup, $10 a day, park activities

extra, Jungle B:
o Mcuston in e fisUng send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

This satellite picture shows three low pressure
distributions extending east of the Bay of Bengal,
an early sign that the monsoon is finally retreat-
ing from the west, roughly around the official
monsoon ending date of 22 September in

Nepal. Expect the last hurrah of this almost-too-
bumper monsoon this week, with partly sunny
days and intermittent rains or thunderstorms in
the afternoons. For now, the temperatures
remain more or less the same.
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Let the Ja

0egin

will eturn to Basantapur to
personally pay his respects to the
Kumari at her own residence. He
will take an auspicious tika on his
forehead from the lttle Kumari who
will also bless him by touching
both his shoulders with the magic
sword of Taleju. This action marks
the end of the Indra Jatra festival

of the

his Fri jinnii y gt being pulled
T Indra of Basantapur , Yethka, Nardevi,  power Lord Vishnu to the reigning
Jatr, theannual Newari onThursday. Raktakali, Pyangal, Nyokha, monarch o he can protect his
Nepal come i Bangemuda, Ason, Balkumari, citizens. The king will offer a gold
ficially to p \ Indrachowk coin, an
living goddess. Butit icated to Taleju Thechariot The Kumari house, a quadran-
The Kumari wil in Bhawani, pullers, and other i
resplendent red and gold, bedeckedin  protector of Kathmandu who will arrive near the Akash Bhairabstatue  most exotic of all wood carvings in

her neck as she rides her rath. On her
forehead is painted a vermilion third

to
empower the king and hiscitizenswith
divine poweer. Interestingly, Taleju is

near Hanuman Dhoka drink the
Newari holy liquor streaming from
‘the deity’s mouth with a belief that

thearea, isa 1757 construction
made during the regime of king
Jaya Prakash Malla-the last of the

waiting downstairs. “Ladies and

month. Retired Kumaris like
Amrit's daughter get a Rs 3,000
“pension” every month. Says Amrit:
“At least the Kumaris to come will
have a better future.”

There are at present nine living

d, thisis not

puia, e, sleep

and more from Patan and
Bhaktapur. The Kumari of
Kathmandu is selected from the 11
toles or communities around Ason,
from the gold and silversmiths

mustardoil  supposed ty it will wash away all sins. The Malla kings who was deposed by gentlemen. She is the goddess
1d s00t- ivir Ravana, i here is feasting the King Prithvi Kumari. Please clap...” and there isa
eyewhichseeseverything. Shecansee  Lankaand the Taleju of d d IndraJatra clatter of applause. Many guide
mind,and  said from India The next day there is the brief festival itself. History books tell us books will tell you that the Kumari
fathom things beyond acommon inancient times. NanichyaRath Vatrawhen the thatayaPrakash allwaspling - herselfcomesaround o plytly
person’sunderstanding. i iotis taken up to the Kumari chariot himself when romp in the
i Nardevi and turns east through enjoyingevery bitof it. Butbythe  so. Hercarmkemakemllamhnmy
Kilageland then towrds had reached Lagan,  over who th
] Yatrafrom to Darbar Prithvi hah had already when. “She has to d
whoarealsochosenand madegodthe  the balcony ofthe Rana sty Square. T captured the throne at Hanuman and play,” a family member told us.
But because it was started by Mallaking  Dhoka. Jaya Prakash then fled The present Kumari willreign,
these incarates have it slightly easier, On Saturday, after the King and Jaya Prakash Malla, to let his across the swollen Bagmati river to

mey can stay in their parent's house.

queent ﬂag off the rath yatra from the

girlfriend, named Nanicha, see the

and play but the
Kuman can't. On Friday, the three
willtour thecity in their chariotsand
thestreets come alive with the mask
lakhedance, music, and feasting. Indra
Jatralastsawhole week, and it will bea

anancient route which on the firstday
willgotothe souther part of
Kathmandu, the“tallo tol"—
Chikamugal, Gofala Tol, Bharma Tol,
Hyumat, Jaisi Degal Kohiti,

seek efuge in the neighbouring

have done, until she
gets her first period Amrit Shakya,

hakya
Buddhists. The process is similar

jatra of herown kingdom of Patan. father of the previous Kumari, in Patan, whose Kumari comes from
home i Kilagal. By this time, the lobbied Stagaor Mataanfanile. In
novelty of being de th d  Bhaktapur, the K

town begins to wear off, and the
young Kumari usually dozes off as
the throngs dance and pull the

courtyard. But to get aglimpse of
her, ither before 12 noon or after
3PM, she is brought to the window

a“pension” for his daughter, He is

her parents and is only required to

full of praise for King
finally agveed to his request. Present

takespartin theritualsand drumsand

Sundy,the' il peoplewill

“Then on Wednesday the king

by one of
audience for (he ‘non-Nepalis

tRs6,000and Rs
1,000 rupees for atutor every

the
nine days of Dasain. 4
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Subcontinental drift

observing bandhs by staying indoors to learn

more about the reproductive habits of
wombats on the National Geographic Channel,
there are others who have to keep thevigil and
qguard this country's i

A ssome of you go about your daily lives

‘There are indications that this praoess is
already underway. In

(Ghana gourmet

a Lalitpur institution. The face

and culinary brain of La'Soon
Restaurant and Vinotheque is forty-
something Ghana-native Maria
Zimmerman, who runs therestau-

J ust over a year old and already

ic
geologists call the zone of the Main Boundary
Thrust (MBT) and under which lie numerous
geopolitical Iaull lines, border pillars have

rant with model-turned- pr
neur Dolly Gurung.
Maria’s a familar, smiling face

time. Back n Tamale, any time
bigwigs Su

food with KS \lallan German-, and
d dishes. Maria

P
s entire cabinet and entourage
visited, she was commandeered to
put together a feast of northern
Ghanaian food with perennial
favourites like the nutty, melon
seed-based egussi with meat or
ﬂsh palm butter soup, West

whom La'Soon
became something of a lieline in

atthe end of everyday every sqt h of Nepali
territory is accounted for. Nowhere else on the pIane( iscontinental dift ofsauh Kamand ut many are
Justas the mals uch a rapid pace. stil puzzled by one thing: wha's a
‘water on termite hills on the perimeter of his Itis due to these tectonic movements that g:‘a:jm g: ‘;‘3‘ C'::SWE acult
domain to mark out thereare uncon- n 1992, some ten years alter
his territory, we too i who
have to constantly that the birth- she met in her hometown Tamale,
quard ourselves place of the in northem Ghana, and had moved
against expansionist Buddhais vAy'uh m“n‘/\ to Kznyadaréd‘Soum s
nd hegemonisti reening aws ica, Maria decided to give Asia
:Er?dgﬁﬁe;:n ;':g ;ﬁK‘g‘;lb?;m ashot. A decade later, she's glad
- her children grew up here, her
vicinity. andat presstime husband continues to build roads
But, geologically ‘was located with the Swiss Development
speaking, thisisa nearabouts Corporation, and Maria's travelled
losing battle. For the Orissa. Another all over the country, including
past 65 million years, ‘millenniaor so, going on a two-week trek to Lake
Nepal has been and we will Rara, on which she carried
progressively squeezed probably be told ;ham”ag"e" 'a agd"m"r; t'hat - o
between Indiaand thatthe Buddha eing one o lhe best chefs an
v most energetic aerobics instructors
China,a fact that wasactually born intown.
King Prithvi Narayan onwhatis now The idea for La'Soon came
Shah recognised when the Indian Zone when Maria realised that the
he coined the phrase: onAntarctica. massive parties she did every six
“Nepal isa Bazooka Themore months for her Nepali and expat
Bubblegum between two | » friends nat

The result of the Indian plate pushnng us
relentlessly against the Eurasian plate is that we've
had no recourse but to go up. This was fine as long
asit gave us the highest mountains in the world
‘which we could climb 15 times without artificial
oxygen, without thermal underwear, and clad only
in flip-flops, so that we could land ourselves

g:2)
what ishetrying to get at?, and b)why doesn t
he get to the point so we can all go home, and
watch the mating habits of wombats on cable?
My thoughts exactly. But I can't let you go
without this last message to our seemingly

Jeast for the food. So, in early
2001, she and Dolly decided that
this side of the Bagmati needed
some stirring up. Maria’s love for
feeding people uniil they drop
happily away goes back a long

y black-eyed
peas, and the polenta-like fufu
made of a combination of yam,
cassava or plantain. Someimes,
she says shaking her head, there
were five or six hundred people.
“After | married Sepp, | started
to play with other kinds of food,”
says Maria, Today, La'Soon hits
that spot right between fancy
dining and down home comort

isthe peﬂec( restaurateu—
solcitous, but not overbearing,
willng to accommodate diners’
tastes, but encouraging them o try
new tastes. She's already got
requlars habituated to Ghanaian
peanut butter soup. Starting next
week, there will be a West African
chicken stew and some other
surprises on the menu, so
Kathmandu foodies can come back
to life again. Between that and the
African and Caribbean nights
La'Soon organises, Valley residents
finally have a place they can eat
truly different food, look at
contemporary Nepali art, and
dance their hiking boots off. ¢

menace in Jhapa district. Press reports say dozens
f ists disauised di

regularly in of World Records.
But at the rate we are being pushed and shoved, in
another couple of million years, Nepal will be
flattened toa thin zlgzag wall about 2,000 km

wild elephants have been wrecking havoc along
the Lack of Control (LOC) plundering villages
onthe Nepal side. ThIS calls for greater vlgllance

long, 20 km high and our
‘widest point.

our frontier,
that s if we can first find the border pillars. ¢
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