The return of the Ranas, in a new book. p8-9
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Who will blink first in this tussle between
the palace and the political parties?

ANALYSIS BY RAJENDRA DAHAL

for the formation of an interim government
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Q.00 you approve of King Ganendra's decision of
4 ctober?

Totalvotes: 1615

Doyouthink the new councilof ministers is p to the
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Does the king really have a trump
card, or not? Either way, we'll know
by December. 4
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lfe too confning, its hierarchy rigid, and many of its methods dubious. So, two-
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another three years with the Nepali contingent of UN peacekeepers in southern Lebanon,
Major Khatri took early retirement to work on his dream project: a tourist lodge in the
mountains.

It took him over a year to find the right place: a south-facing slope on a ridge at
2,800 m on the Jiri highway with a great view of the Jugal Himal range to the north,
and scented pine forests all around. He took a bank loan and began construction of
the rustic cabins.

The resort was completed in 1997, and was a popular stopover for

many trekkers taking the Jir route to Lukla. When the Khimti hydroelectric
project was started, the lodge became the preferred RER site for Norwegian

and Finnish engineers working on construction. Being from the cavalry, the
major loved to ride and take care of horses, and for good luck called his
lodge Horseshoe Resort,

But Mohan Khatr's luck ran out on the night of 24 October when a
group of amed Maoists came up to the hotel while he was having dinner,
dragged him outside, shot him, and slashed him with khukuris. His body lay
in the undergrowth on a slope below the hotel till the afternoon of the next
day, before the amy arrived from Barabise.

Reporters who visited Mude three days after the event said employees
were st 100 shocked to speak. Saili Lama worked at the hotel, and her face
showied a mixture of terror and sadhess. When Mude vilagers come running up
in a group to see who the reporters were, her face went pale vith fear

The villagers are devastated. The 45-year-old major was a benefactor: not only
did the hotel provide employment, but he had helped renovate three schools in the
area and given 35 girl students scholarships. He was working on an ambitious project
1o establish a well-equipped health post with a maternity ward which was going o be
inaugurated after Tinar. The villagers can't think who will complete the hospital and
help the schools.

An ex-army major who tried to stay clear of both
the Maoists and the military is brutally murdered

Khatri was aware of the dangers, and Maoists came around to force him o pay a
“revolutionary tax'. He was careful o steer a neutral path between the Maoists and
plainclothes army patrols who roamed the mountains. He didn't get involved in poliics,
and thought that his charity work and his popularity with the villagers would protect him,

After killng him, the attackers set two hotel vans on fire. These were veiicles Khalr
had used many times as ambulances to ferry sick vilagers to hospital in Kathmandu.

Caretaker Tiak Shrestha says that aftr kiling the major, the attackers
ransacked the rooms of the resort, looking for weapons. They found it
hard to believe that there were none. Shrestha was repeatedy threat-
ened, but they finally concluded that the major didn't keep guns. Then
they took al the money from the cash register, a tape recorder and also
some cassettes. The major's wite, Krishna Kamal, was in the kitchen when
er husband was tacked.

Man Bahadur Lama sold Khatr the land for the hotel. He says he
had warned the major that he may be in danger because of his amy
connection. But Khari told him: “Man Bahadur, don't worry about me.
Take care of yourself, be safe.” Vilagers suspected local Maoists could
have blamed the major for passing information to the army that led to
the raid earler his year on a Maoist hideout on Sailung, two days away
ffom Mude, in which a dozen guerrilas were Killed.

In an email to a friend a few months before he was kiled, Mohan
Khatri appeared to be aware that things were getting dangerous. H

wrote: “In the kuna kapchas of our country where the majoriy of the neglected, exploited
and oppressed villagers are living, there is o lessening of support for the maobadis, there:
is o government, and there is no altemaiive for the people. They have nothing to lose.
Keeping aside the moraity and the methods of the maobadis, they seem to offer the only
hope. | am keeping myself busy with the consiruction of our rurl health cenre..he
villagers' support keeps me going

VAHYHOVHCYE NIN
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hat will it take for the elected national leaders of our six
parliamentary parties to finally grasp that they had their
chance, they had 12 years to show they could do it, and

they goofed. Not once, but repeatedly.

“They failed the people who voted for them, they failed the nation,
and they failed their own grassroots cadre who were laying the
foundations of democracy across the country. In conirast, the village
leaders from these parties were mostly honest and accountable. They
are the ones who are presently being brutally slaughtered by the

hundreds for their political beliefs.

Their bosses here in Kathmandu lost track long ago of what itis
was they were supposed to be fighting for. And after more than a
decade of abuse, they still need to invoke “democracy” so that they
can get back to plundering the country. Or is this hollow bravado just
to try to save their own skins while the CIAA cracks down?

Right through Dasain and this week, they have been splitting hairs
about the constitutionality of King Gyanendra's action. So inert are
they to the people’s sentiments that it stil hasn't sunkin that most

STATE OF THE E
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the district headquarters of Mahottari isa
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COMMON SENSE IN
UNCOMMON TIMES

prime minister to resign when he told him to, and the political parties

Nepalis have given up on them.
UML leader Madhav Kumar Nepal gave a speech in Dharan on
Tuesday in which he said the Nepali people had lived through the
Rana regime and the Panchayat, and they would reject a sham
democracy. Umm, was he speaking of the last twelve years? And
when we hear top leaders of both factions of the Nepali Congress
talk of “defending democracy” there is a collective urge to throw up.
Here is a country that is teetering on the edge, and all they can
think of is to try and position themselves to be the incumbent
when next elections are held. Here we are, about to be run over
by amilitant group intent on overthrowing parliamentary democ-
racy and constitutional monarchy, and we can't unite against that
common threat.
Is that because they can now blame someone else for their
shortcomings, and use the king as a lightning rod to deflect criticism
away from their own failures? Leave this pointless debate on Article
128 to the lawyers, gentlemen, just use your political common sense.
To be sure, the king’s gambit s a risky one. If he had expected the

think about it.

tofall in line, then he miscalculated. And right there is a timely
reminder for his advisers: this is not 1960, nor is it 1980. Don't even

The constitutional monarchy as a symbol of our nationhood must
remain above the fray. Only then can it bring errant parties into line
like it is doing now. A rift between these two forces will only benefit
those who don't believe in either. The monarch needs the mechanism
of political parties to go to the people, he must not try to do it alone.
Some of the King Gyanendra’s appointees to the interim cabinet

maylacka

ph, but he ly did not the
national mood. The mood is for peace, stability and development. And

that can only come about through a dramatic move towards radical

Borderline geopolitics

Can an executive king also be a constitutional monarch?

since a pilgrimage to Sita’s birthplace isa
partof every i

in Jaleshwar

Hindu's tinerary.

without
to know of it the very next morning. In the
middle of Dasain holidays, the officiating
Indian envoy in Kathmandu was here, and

, in particular, have
always delighted in the warm hospitality of
atown that considers itself the cultural
capital of Mithila, atransborder culture

age g with thy

news. People speculated about the

intended purpose of his visit.
gy )

that in both Nepal and
Bihar. People of this region have to rely on
eachother’s physical_ infrastructure so much

the senior

that

over some books toa
According tolocal papers, Mr Ashok
Kumar said that his three-day visit to

the diplomat had with
the Janakapur intelligentsia.
The transport problem has become

Janakpur and ly
personal. There s no reason to doubt this,

SUBHAS RAI

the roadsin

their own district headquarters. Most of
the vehicles plying on the dilapidated
Bhittamod-Sursand Road in Bihar
display distinctive red Nepali plates with
Devnagari numerals.

Meanwhile, if the Parikrama Sadak
and Hulaki Road were built, the trend
would perhaps reverse. No one in their
right mind would like to travel on Bihari
roads if they can help it. The local unit
of the Sadbhavana Party in Janakapur
told the visiting diplomat that the
condition of Indian roads are of as much
economic interest to Biharis as they are
to Nepalis.

However, whether New Delhi

n
Bihar are in ruins, while much of Mahottari
and Dhanush ideh d

all. Even after fifty years of planned
development, residents of western
Mahottari have to travel
through India to reach

more about the
welfare of Biharis is an altogether
different story. Anaemia at the periphery
while the centre suffers from high blood

pressure is the development reality in
both India and Nepal.

Still, I had a nagging suspicion: did
the Indian envoy's holiday here have
anything to do with the time that Atal
Behari Vajpayee took in sending his
congratulatory messages to the king’s
appointee, Lokendra Bahadur Chand?
For those who know South Asia’s

reform in the social, economic and cultural spheres. The current
crisis is a result of the inability of the political parties and the
Panchayat before that to deliver these reforms.

Once we recognise this failure and neglect, we act to correct
them so that the system can muster the capacity to heal tself.

by CK LAL

circles was that New Delhi had been
holding out for some concessions before
sending what should have been a routine
message. But the doctrine of reciprocity in
dealing with neighbouring countries—
regardless of the history of proximity in all
‘aspects of life—is too deeply ingrained in
the minds of South Block diplomats.

Not that recognising Lokendra

SELF-DESTRUCTING

King G's decision is a positive
one to take Nepal out of the dark
(*King G does ", NT Online) as
any well-wisher of Nepal
knows. What Nepal's politicians
don't know, however, is that the
people are so fed up with them
that the time will soon come
when they will all be rounded
up and tried in a true “people’s
court". | am a true-hearted
democrat, but | think the king's
intentions mean more than the
empty promises of our so-called
“democrats”. King Gyanendra is
awell-meaning monarch, Nepali
politicians are not. The king has
the genuine support of the
people, the politicians only wish
they did.

Jack Prasai, Cape Town

& Coming from an ex-Maoist
commander, Puskar Gautam may
know what he is talking about in
“Fightto the finish” (#115). But if
his quotes from Chairman Mao
are accurate, then the mentor of
Nepal's “Maoists” contradicted
himself by first saying “that the
decisive factor in any war is
public support, not weapons
and soldiers” (fifth paragraph
from the bottom) and then “Mao
Zedong said that the people do
not exist without the army”
(second last paragraph). It's just
this kind of muddle-headedness
thatis making the comrades
take the country on a path of
self-destruction.

Colonel BB Rai, Hong Kong

© When King Gyanendratook
over the executive power for

the delay
could have been perfectly routine. After
all, it took our own Shital Niwas nearly
two weeks to draft a condolence message
to Megawati Sukarnoputri for the
Bali blast.

It's difficult to believe, though, that
alate dispatch from Lainchaur was the
sole reason for the delay in getting a
diplomatic message that is considered an
official high-five from big brother. The

silence from New Delhi
had become particularly
glaring because of the
speed with which the
Chinese congratulated
Minister-in-Chief Chand.
The cynical specula-
tion this triggered in our
piracy-ridd

Bahadur
matters all that much. His cabinet is
composed of royal appointees, and it's
merely an extension of the executive arm
of the king without any locus standii
under the 1990 constitution. Even
though it wasn't said so in so many
words, the king temporarily suspended
the constitution for all practical pur-
poses as soon as he assumed executive
powers. Can an executive king also be a
constitutional monarch? That question is
now academic.

In the resulting constitutional void,
foreign governments have no option
other than dealing with appointees of the
king, whoever they may be. Itis this
stark reality that must have emerged
when the American and Chinese ambas-

dors had ience wit ingon 4

October.

Inall probability, New Delhi too was
directly briefed at the highest levels prior to
the dismissal of Sher Bahadur Deuba. The
reason king chose not see the officiating
Indian envoy was perhaps because the
designated ambassador hadn't yet arrived.
King Gyanendra s said to be a stickler for
protocol, and had there been an accredited
Indian ambassador it's quite unlikely that
the kingwouldn’t have seen him.

The rumour that Indians were peeved
atbeing ignored and were merely showing
their displeasure by withholding the routine
diplomatic message doesn't look to be too
convincing. Ashok Kumar wasn'tin
Janakpur tosulk.

So, why the delay? Was there some
geopolitical give-and-take before the
cautiously-worded message to Chand
came? We will know sooner or later, just
like we knew sooner or later about
Kalapani, Mahakali, or the new draft
friendship treaty.

Until then, it's a balmy autumn here
in tarai, worthy of weekend breaks for
more diplomats from Kathmandu. Ideal
time to visit: Tihar (3-6 November) and
the Mithila festival of Chhath (9-10
November) celebrated on both sides of
the border. ¢

d fired an ‘incom-
petent’ prime minister, most
politicians and affiliated people
were shocked. But on the other
hand those people who have
been dragged to vote several
times during 12 years, those
who had seen confrontation
between parties and politicians,
fighting for power and chairs,
those who had seen prime
ministers who dissolved cabinet
like a dollhouse, those who had
seen corruption at all levels, and
those who have been victim of
terrorism and tired of seeing the
mess—they were celebrating
no matter who said what.

The situation was so bad
that people preferred the safety
and security of the Panchayat
system. Political parties should
realise that they can't blame
anyone but themselves. They
should also realise that this is a
smack on their face not doing
their job properly. Deuba may
have been the last “incompe-
tent’ prime minister, but he was
only following the example of
his incompetent predecessors.
The people came out on the
streets to throw out the
Panchayat, and yet they didn't

protest the royal move. Why?
People are fed up of corrupt
politicians. And they know that if
the same thieves come back to
power, they will be betrayed again
like in the past.

The king has promised to
remain a constitutional monarch.
He knows that the people want
peace and security more than
anything else so that political
stability will bring economic
progress. He had no choice, and
no time to argue about legality.
Either way, the constitution was
in trouble.

Now is the time again for
political parties to show their
commitment to the people and bring
the country back to normal. They
have to vow that they will not play
with the norms of the constitution
and norms of democracy.

Basu Shrestha
Arlington, USA

® Youreditorial “The king and
us” (#115) s one of the most
balanced analyses | have yet
seen in the Nepali press about His
Majesty’s 4 October take over of
executive powers. Itis easy to be
black and white about this
decision. To say: it was an
undemocratic move if you are a
democrat, or to say that it was
100 percent correct, if you are
aroyalist

But the reality lies somewhere
in between. His Majesty had no
choice, as you point out. He had to
save the country, and his throne.
The politicians had messed things
up vith their corruption and
disunity, and this was endangering
the nation.

However, where the royalists
are wrong is to think that absolute
monarchy is the answer. We tried
itfor thirty years and it didn't usher
in development. Everything was
so centralised (even corruption)
that nothing moved. The king was
surrounded by sycophants, the
press was strictly controlled,
pressure started building up, and
by 1990 it got bad enough for the
lid to come off.

No, the answer to our polity
lies in finding the right balance to
make democracy work better. The
politicians are crying themselves
hoarse saying the king's move is
not democractic. But neither were
they for 12 years. In fact, they
made a mockery of democracy by
using the system as an excuse to
plunder the country like never
before.

Democracy is too precious to
be left in the hands of these
crooks, the king needs to rescue it,
reinstate it and install the checks
and balances so that multiparty
democracy begins to produce the
results that will pull the rug from
under the feet of the Maoists. And
thatis what this interim govern-
‘ment should be immediately trying
to do. And instead of sulking, the
political parties should extend the
king all the help they can.

S Lamichane, Kathmandu

VISAFEES
Congratulations for drawing once
again the attention of concemned
authorities about visa practice of
Nepal (‘If we want tourists, scrap
visa fees”, #113). But the logic of
scrapping visa fees to boost
tourism may not help much. Itis
just a popular local perspective
and may not be instrumental to
boost the number of tourists. |
have never met a tourist who
plans their holiday after checking
the degree of visa fees. The real
solution of the problem lies in the
simplification of visa process and
kind of visa, as Yogendra Shakya
correctly states in the article. An
instant recipe for the problem
would be: a) to simplify the visa
application procedure at the
airport, as well as b) redefine the
kinds of visa by just single, double
and muliple entry visa, independ-
ent to the frequency of visit. We
know what needs to be done, we
need tojustdoit.
Ram Pratap Thapa
President, German-Nepal
Friendship Association
Cologne

TRAFFIC BLUES

Thanks to Andrew Bunbury in
“Driven to distraction” (#115) for
being so bold to write about
completely chaoic driving rules in
Kathmandu.

Atone time, | was motivated to
develop a computer game simulat-
ing driving around the streets of
Kathmandu and marketing it with
Sony or Microsoft. | dropped the
idea, but if somebody is interested
Ican provide some technical
assistance to mathematically
simulate a bull sitting in the middle
lane and its effect on traffic. Or
help simulate a bus driver talking to
s fellow comrade on the opposite
side, completely ignoring the fact
that traffic is backing up behind.
Driving around Ring Road would
be Level 1 and driving in New
Road would be Level 10. The
game will also allow selecting
different vehicles: three-wheeler,
rickshaw, motorbike, microbus. It
will also have so called ‘God”
mode, where you can drive

LETTERS

around Kathmandu without any
chance of being caught by traffic
police and score by number of
pedestrians run over and vehicles
hit. The traffic police can use this
computer game as part of a
compulsory exam for all new
drivers and provide the driver's
license based on the score of the

"CHANCE OF GETTING HIT
BY ACAR IS GREATER
THAN BEING BLOWN
UP BY ABOMB"

| am a budget traveller who likes taking pictures,
getting good deals, and avoiding too many other
tourists. In my experience, visiting troubled lands
means more vacancies in hotels and better deals.
The downside is the inconvenience such as
strikes that limit transportation in the city and
often the impossibility of getting to distant loca-
tions by air.

The following is not a political comment. But it
is what happened. | have been in Cambodia and
during factional fighting/general

game. Thi game, I'm
sure, would sell better than Quake
or Doom. If Nepali Times doesn't
stop provoking me with articles
like these, I'll drop my PhD and
concentrate on developing this
computer game.
Rajat Rajbhandari
Interdisciplinary Program in
Transportation New Jersey
Institute of Technology, USA

UNDER MY HAT
Loved Kunda Dixit's “Recently
declassified ads” (#115). Some-
one should alert Lee Kuan Yew to
the item: “Country For Rent”. |
was also intrigued by the web
site for idol thieves
www.godrobbers.gov. The fact
that the URL ends only in “gov"
implies that it is a US website.
Maybe Dixit meant ‘gov.np™ Or
maybe we should wait for a new
domain name: “god.np’.

S Peters, Kathmandu

© | amwriting to apply for the
post of Chief Executive Joker
announced by Kunda Dixitin
“Recently de-classified ads”. |
have been serving as the Editor-
in-chief of The Sinking Nepal, for
the last two months.

Politically, | am “untainted” and

strikes. In both case it was armed representatives
of the state who extorted me, not any terrorists.
Also in Indian metropolises after “communal
violence”. There, even the most violent Muslim and
Hindu factions could care less about me. | might
as well have been part of the scenery. Cops and
soldiers were sometimes a mild headache (curi-
ously not in Srinagar though).

The news always shows the worst risk. In
Phnom Penh and Tana | called or emailed home to
tell family that | was OK. For example if there are
tanks in the street, does that mean in YOUR part of
town? So my guess is that:

1. Kathmandu is still basically safe.

2. The likelihood of getting hit by a car is greater
than being blown up by a bomb.

3. The major problems will be transportation-
related.

4. The most likely hassle will be the government
not allowing foreigners to enter (or confiscating
video camcorders) if the situation gets really dicey.

Politically I am libertarian and don't listen to
anybody's admonitions that | visit or not visit
(whether they are Maoists, Mooists, parliaments,
kings or potentates). | go wherever | want to go and
| don't even listen to my own Embassy.

Posted on soc.culture.nepal by iMariani

CORRECTION

In“Who's Next" (From the Nepali Press, #115), Jit Bahadur Arjel
should have been idenified as belonging to the Nepal Intellectual’s
Council

Tunning the
next election. | have been ‘laathi-
charged” by the “sasastra fulish”
only once and have served two
days in jail for deriding a police
officer. | know how to caricature.
most of the prominent leaders of
Nepal like Girijababu, Makune,
Deuba, and even Chand-ji. If
selected for this prestigious job, |
will do everything possible to
ameliorate the quality of humourin
your paper. References can be
taken from my employer in The
Sinking Nepal daily.
iMisunderstood poeti,
by email




4 NATION

25-31 OCTOBER 2002 NEPALI TIMES 5

IC BRIEF

25-310CTOBER 2002 NEPALI TIMES NATION

CRenPA

Now to Implement It...

ersistent advocacy efforts

that the hard part begins now—
|mplememlng the law effectively.

isidentified

by women’s

rights and health

activists have finally paid
off. The first hard-won results of

majurleer of women of
reproductive age in Nepal—
studies say that as many as six

their intense lobb) this
March, when parliament
approved the 11 Amendment
to the Muluki Ain, which for the
first time in Nepal legalised
abortion, if conditionally. Last
month, the Bill finally became an
Actafter receiving the royal seal.
But legalising abortion in
somesituations is not an end in
itself. Public health workers say

knowledge means that women
will continue to be victimised.
An FWLD study report made
public earlier this year is
damming about the unbending
attitude of the court judges all
uver Nepal towards women

omen die dueto
fomen e ¢ i
“Knowledge travels very

slowly here. Even court judges
don’t know, at the moment, that
abortion s legal in certain
situations,” says Sabin Shrestha,
an advocate associated with
Forum for Women, Law and
Development (FWLD). Shrestha
and others fear that this lack of

bortion charges. The

study‘ which covers the period
from 1997-1999, found that 68
percent of women facing
abortion charges were convicted.
101997, one in five women in
Nepal's jails is incarcerated on
the charge of abortion.

Reproductive rights activists
worry in private that the

government doesn't scem
interested in actually making the
new regulations effective. Ina
2000 survey by the Centre for
Research on Environment
Health and Population
(CREHPA), 93 percent of urban
‘medical practitioners surveyed
believed that legalising abortion
‘would reduce unsafe abortion-
related maternal morbidity and
mortality. But even strong
‘medical opinion didn’t prevent
the government machinery from
slowing down alarmingly over
the changing of this Bill into

law. Traditionally, a bill gets

The new law on abortion has
many gaps, and the
overnment doesn’t seem too
een on making it work fast.

secescsessscssscescsesssesssesssee

immediate approval from the
palace

under trial. As with omev
crimes, l con-

from
parliament. But the amendment
to the Civil Code that legalised
abortion had to wait six months
to get the royal approval. And in
that time, virtually nothing was
done to educate the general
public or even the bodies that
would be responsible for
enforcing the legislation.

The new law does nothing
for women currently in custody
on abortion charges. “The
present law fails to decriminalise
those already in legal custody,”
says Shrestha. The law is
completely silent about releasing
those already convicted, and
even about women currently

victed of abortion can only be
relieved by a royal pardon on
the recommendation of the
cabinet. Those under trial can
have their cases withdrawn by
the court, again following a
cabinet recommendation.

The women serving time
aren't really in a position to
demand that their situation be
reviewed. A study by the US-
based Centre for Reproductive
Law and Policy with FWLD
found that a majority of women
ontrial or in prison for abortion
had no legal representation, and
60 percent of them never even
went to school. These women

What the law says

Nepal's new abortion law might have gaps, but s basic provisions
are considered by reproductive health and women's rights activists
to be more liberal than those in other South Asian countries. Abortion
is now legal under the following conditions:

© Up to 12 weeks for any woman.

« Up to 18 weeks of gestation if the pregnancy results from rape or
incest.

« Atany time during pregnancy, with the recommendation of an
authorised medical practitioner, if the life of the mother were at risk, if
her physical or mental health were at risk or if the foetus was
deformed. (The law does not specify what degree of deformity
would make abortion permissible.)

Abortion is legally punishable if it s sex-selective abortion, o if it
is performed without the consent of the mother.

tmay be self-evident to many, even all too obvious. But it can't be
overemphaslaed There ’s| Kammandu and then there’s Nepal. A danger-

isgrowing

day, and into
constituency, the rural people.

their

We can argue for hours about whether they actually support the

Maoists or not. But one glaring, indisputable hard reality must be faced: the

people of
not they back them.

actively

whether or

Onarecent trip to Mude, to look into the tragic death of Mohan
Khatri (casualties of this “people’s war" always seem more tragic when

bythe

they'reknowntoy pped many tempera-
ture. Arbitrary, inaccurate, ,0ur (\ theseand
more, and yet the sense of that

hop, eve

ry 3
In Mude, the people express sorrow over the death of a kind and active
citizen. Mohan Khatri mattered to that town. Yet ask people why mey

ind they mutter that

a g the wrong
thing by helping the army Iram its officer recruits. A few people hlde behind

their

Khatri, butno one

thinks that anything can be done about t.

by DANIEL LAK

Valley of Unreality

RAM KRISHNA_ CHAPAGAIN! NEPAL SAMACHARPATRA

Kavre, on 16 Septem

n the night of 1

Sapkota,former chairman of Ryale
jas beheaded near his home by
mourner, at left,
borneona

talk to strangers

Maoists. The most

toour

They laugh when you mention the police, they look

questioned about the army’s intentions, they have no ideaif

finger swirled in the air, meaning “they're all around”.

There is Kathmandu, and then
there is the rest of Nepal.

or recruits, and g
The unreality begins at Bhaktapur Thimi
and Gathinagar, finally reaching Tinkune and dear old Kathmandu. Wai-
like weeds, a -property

lack family support and access
tosocial rehabilitation
facilities.

The other glaring omission
in the new law is that while it
technically legalises abortion, it
does not actually make
provisions for improving access
tosafe abortions. The new law
fixes 12 weeks as the upper
time limit for awoman to have
alegal abortion, but often
that’s just not enough time for
arural woman who has to first
‘make a tough choice, nearly
always with no counselling or
professional advice, and then
take time out to travel else-
where, funds permitting, to
have the procedure. “The
proportion of women ap-
proaching unqualified practi-
tioners and outflow to India for
abortion is not likely to drop
immediately,” says Anand
Tamang, director of CREHPA.

In order to make safe
abortion services more easily
available, the new law allows
trained health workers at
health post levels to perform
abortions. A 12-week time
period is fixed as the safest
period within which to have an
abortion, and the technique is
relatively simple. Activists like
Tamang are satisfied with this
provision, but caution that it
needs to be revised in about
five years to the WHO
standard of 20 weeks. The
overall improvement in health
facilities, says Tamang, will
likely allow for the change.

The majomy ofwamen in

Abortive attempt

Legalising it does not ensure accessibility, or affordability of safe abortion.

ARUNAUPRETL
small, shy woman comes into our clinic in far-
‘western Nepal. “What is your problem?” | ask
her. “Iam pregnant, but...” she breaks off. |

figure she wants to know whether she is pregnant or

not. “No, she says, “I want you to help me to gel rid of

wrong impression. We now know that even within
Kathmandu, and even among professionals knowl-
edge does not travel. And in many cases this lack of
knowledge makes the difference between life and
death.

Afewweeksago 1wason Channel Nepa\ lo d\scuss

this.” The health workerslmng next
“But, it'sillegal. It'sa crime.”

The patient looks puzzled: isn't it true that the
government has passed a new law now making
abortion legal? The health worker says that's not
true, where did
she hear such a thing? Both looked at me.

| asked the patient how she new abortion was not
illegal anymore. “I heard it on the radio,” she replied.

then hen
question, one of the panelists said with a straight face
‘on camera: “According to the law a woman can have
her permission.” |
was quite astonished by his ignorance, and | asked that
thissection of the tape be expunged because it was
patently wrong.
Nepal isagood example of a country where
persistent

The patient knew, but in far western
Nepal hadn't yet heard that parliament had, indeed,
passed the law. At that time two months ago, it still
needed the formal approval of the king.

Most of us health activists think that our work is
done when we lobby to change the laws. We think that
by addressing the legal aspects of the problem,
somehow it will be solved. Alas, as with everything
else in this country: it's not the law that is the
problem but its implementation.

And n this case, it is that even health workers
don't know when the law has been changed Whatis

by research findings
havesignificantly influenced the government to
reforming the abortion law. The challenge now is to
disseminate accurate information among health
workers, lawyers, police as well as activists and
cadre of political parties.

The medical profession is as much in the dark as
any one else about the exact provisions of the new law.
One male medical student recently asked me: “Don t
youthink thatit
rights to women on the issue of abortion?” My response
was that the rights had already | been gvanled The

Annapurna to Everest Race

More than 30 runners from 8 countries and 5 Nepalis will do a high-
altitude race from Annapurna Base Camp to Mt Everest Base Camp
starting next week to kick off the commemorations of the 50" anniver-
sary of the ascent of the world's highest mountain.

“The runners will race through six major Himalayan passes,
including Thorung La, Larkya La, Lauribinayak, Chugyma La and
descend down to the Khumbu Glacier via Gokyo and Kala Pattar. All
the high passes are more than 5,000 metres altitude.

The Himal Race i billed as the “ultimate trai” by its organiser,
Himalaya Racers Association and Mandala Trekking. The runners will
first trek to Annapura Base Camp on 31 October, from where they
‘will begin running and finish up at Everest Base Camp in the third
week of November.

Himalaya Racers and Mandala have in the past organised
marathons, including the Annapurna Mandala Trail. (For further
information: www.mandalatrek.com)

Jyoti Duwadi is back

The Nepali who has made public installation turned
once more from the United States to his muthev\and for a series of
exhibitions on his recurring theme of peace.

After a highly successful exhibition at Hanuman Dhoka in 2001,
Duwadi will kick off his shows this year with a public art installation
called “Remembering Peace” at Rani Pokhari 26-30 October 2002. He
then goes on to Pharping to
work on a unique Peace
Grove concept 2-9
November.

The Ranipokhari installa-
tion uses art to express the

Nepali pe

thevalue of all
Kathmanduif doctors and health workers haven't
heard of it yet? The other issue is that even though
abomon ‘may be legal, most health posts like the one |

priority no
available in the district hospllal

From field experience so far of the medlcal seclur it
will not be easy for

peace. As a metaphor for
renewal and healing, herbal
flowering trees and fruittrees will be planted in jute bags around Rani

facilities for carrying out
‘the operation.
The patient

. ! !
provldlng abumons athigh Cost, government! hospitals
it

ft

the clinic. She probably went to a quack down the

road, which is the reason why so many pregnant

women die in this country because of unsafe

abortions, and why the law needs to be passed.
Weink thatif

urban
services are those wnn un-
‘wanted and mistimed pregnan-
cies. ACREHPA survey shows
that almost 43 percent of
private medical outlets
reported dealing with clients
forwhom contraception had
failed, and nearly three-fourth
reported receiving clients with
unwanted pregnancies.

The law was also put into
place before the Ministry of
Health could draft a new
abortion policy. One of the
most critical issues that will be
addressed in the draft policy,
consultations for which will
begin next month, is pricing.
Oneimpact of the legalisation
of abortion is expected to be a
drop in the cost of the proce-
dure. Before legalisation, an
abortion in the first trimester
used to cost Rs 7000 to Rs
10,000. The CREHPA 2000
survey found that the 52.5
percent of urban-based medical
practitioners expected the cost
todrop if abortion were
legalised, while 38 thought it
would “only to some extent”.

Momlonr\g abortion

mrraoes fall to brick houses and shops. Tt hicles,
theair is foul. The smell is of money being spent frantically before either
official or unofficial

be another
dlfflcull legal challenge.
Medical practitioners fear that

According

percent of the surveyed doctors
said sex selective abortion will
increase “to a large extent”. ¢

thing, the whole country knows it aswell. Thatisa

ill h ta vaslmajorllyuf
be left out I
ensure accessibility, nor a!fovdablh(y Passing the law
was only the first step. ¢

(Dr Aruna Uprety is a women's health and
reproductive rights activist.)

of funded Nepalwnl see aspurt of sex-
with igencies. The the city ignores
that the eages of to the CREHPA survey, 36
the Valley of Unreality.
InKathmandu, rightly calls for peace talks, and gamely
relief people. In , those who've
long lost faith in the I city's ability to solve their

passively—the next instalment of their wretched fate. They've given up
trying to influence their futures, unless forced to. The rift widens, and
it'signored by the

Khatri's g . Asfor the In Kushadevi village, along a rutted track just outside Panauti, what means but not the will to ﬂII it.
Kathmandu, I, " wheezed an should huddles in fear local And I don't just mean
old man, speaking around his cigarette, “there hasn't official the death of Ryale VDC help the people when there's black money to spend, intrigue to enjoy, a
any government here for years.” chairman nshnaP ofthe UMLa Hewas

Similar scenes and encounters abounded in other places. Tinpiplein
Kavre, under the eye of ashiny new training complex for Nepali UN

one of those few, one of the last probably, whn stoud up to oppose Maoist

todeny.
Allthis is from a quick trip up the Arniko Highway and the road to Jiri.

influence in his village id Nepal

it to Libang, the track through

peacekeepers, at least had a functioning VDC office. But. o

andh. the next visit by

g
Jajarkot, Pyuthan, Surkhet and Rukum. ¢

Godavari

Pokhari. “It pes for peace and in Nepal
and across the world,” says Duwadi

The saplings will form a Peace Grove around Rani Pokhari, and on
2 November other saplings will be taken to Pharping for another
Peace Grove forest reserve which will be maintained by Sarki and
Kami women from the Seshnarayan Village Community.

Baburam’s guru’s school bombed

Mauls's have continued their attacks on schools across the country
by bombing the school in Kailali run by the high school teacher of their
leader, Baburam Bhattarai. A dozen or so armed Maoists entered the
school ground on the night of 16 October in Tikapur, threatened the
guards, ransacked the offices and blew up the main building after
wiring it up with explosives.

‘The non-proft school was run by T Varughese, a south Indian
teacher who had spent eight years at the Luitel School in Gorkha
where Baburam Bhattarai was his student in the 1960s. Also in the:
same class as Baburam
was the health minister in
the interim cabinet and
famour neurosurgeon,

Upendra Devkota. After

leaving Gorkha,

Varughese had spent the

past 25 years building and

running three schools in

Nepal's remote western Kailali district which focussed on education
for underprivileged children

Varughese was in the United States when the attack happened
and the 500 students were on Dasain holiday. Sources in Kailali said
the school had received several extortion threats in the recent past
and was one of the last-remaining non-government schools still open
in the far-western district.

The school that was bombed was named after Khadga Bahadur
Singh, who launched the Tikapur Development Project. The school
was expanding fast, and a new wing had been added. Varughese
was also planning to add a 10+2 section to meet the demand for
students who would otherwise have to go to India or Kathmandu for
further studies. These plans will now be shelved, it is learnt.

Varughese came to Tikapur in 1973 and first set up a high school,
which was inaugurated by King Birendra and was later called
Birendra Vidya Mandir and still has 1,000 students as well as a
dormitory for out-of-town students.

Rumours in the air

Gurung, a Nepali national who pleaded guilty to the post 9/11 US
federal offence of attempting to board an aircraft with a dangerous
weapon. After working hard to see that Subash, who was cleared of
any supposed terrorist connections when a US judge proclaimed at
the sentencing that he had no evil intentions, they have been worried
about rumours that the Nepali authorities plan to take Subash into
custody once he arrives back in Nepal from Minnesota.

Apparently, though, they're just rumours. When asked, the Home
Ministry, media outlts, and the Nepal Police told Nepali Times that
they knew nothing about the supposed plans. Sentencing guidelines
in the US would normally have called for a five-month sentence for a
first-time offender with no prior record. Earlier, the court also ordered
psychiatric treatment for Subash, which, his friends say, helped
him greatly.
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HERE IN NEP/

he week Nepalis were left
T withoutagovernment

brought news of the biggest
foreign investment in the country.
Australia's Snowy Mountains
Engineering Corporation an-
‘nounced it would begin construct-
ing the $860 million West Seti
hydro-electric projectin 2004 and
start running it four years later.

The company has been working
onthe 750 MW projectin the far-
‘western development region since
1996. Sowe shouldn't read too
muchinto the fact that a prime
minister representing the western
extreme of the country has been
succeeded by someone from the
same region. (Actually, thisis the
second time Lokendra Bahadur
Chand has succeeded Sher
Bahadur Deuba in nearly six
years.)

The timing of Snowy Moun-
tain's announcement s propitious
for pondering the money-politics
link from a different perspective.
Chand’s hands are full. Worse,
they are tied by perceptions of
illegality at home and lack of
enthusiasm abroad. His room for
manoguvre in the mortified
mainstream may be severely
circumscribed. The Maoists,
freshly certified as one of the
wealthiest rebel movements in
Asia, might continue to see
greater advantage in keeping their
‘war machine running.

Commercial considerations
can confer political legitimacy. An

The economics of politics

Foreign investors are looking for politically stable countries, not places
ith free press where citizens are allowed ti

Sels

affluent agglomeration of Nepalis
seems dead against reviving the
politics that existed before 10.45
PM on 4 October. The business
community was the first organised
group to welcome the palace’s
intervention. If you followed the
pronouncements of key captains
of commerce over the past few
‘months, you probably sensed their
desperation for change. Reeling
from industrial insecurity and
unrest, prominententrepreneurs

began warning politicians not to
count on their patronage in the
next elections.

One industrialist threatened
to publish explosive diaries that
would rattle the political estab-
lishment. His threat, repeated
over several newspaper interviews,
carried clear traces of revulsion
with how leading politicians
had become successful merchants
aswell

His refrain: For people trying

to make a living off the forces of
demand and supply, the character
of the government of the day
“oligarchic, partyless or multi-
party” hardly matters.

Similar sentiments were
buried in the Belgian govern-
ment's decision to go ahead with
its contract to deliver 5,500
automatic rifles to Nepal despite
our political I The

0 vote.

Brussels on his last foreign trip as
premier, was over whether Nepal is
inastate of civil war. Several
Belgian politicians, including
Magda Aelvoet, the deputy
premier who later quit the
government, argued that the arms
sale violated both Belgian law and
aEuropean Union code of
conduct that prohibits weapons

controversy, which peaked when
Deuba was forced to camp in

involved in warfare or civil strife.
Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt

by PUSKAR BHUSA

and his allies characterised our
conflictas one between an
elected government and rebels
bent on subverting democracy.
Deeper down, though, the
dispute had economic roots
exacerbated by Belgium's
regional divide. The multi-
million-euro arms contract has
been awarded to Fabrique
Nationale Herstal,
headquartered near Liege in the
Walloon area. French-speaking
Belgians accused their Flemish
colleagues of trying to sabotage
the fragile Walloon economy.

How foreign investors view
Nepal's two giant neighbours
could clarify our understanding
of the economics of our politics.
Inthe past 10 years, India has
attracted an estimated $30
billion in foreign investment,
split evenly between direct and
institutional investment in
equity markets. China has raised
over $300
billion in foreign direct
investment alone.

India attracts foreign
investment of $30 per capita,
compared to China’s $497.
With 150 million subscribers,
China has the world’s largest
cell phone market, compared to
India’s six million. There are a
million Internet connections in
India as against 30 million in
China. (And we thought
everybody was listening in to
everybody else up north.) You
could insist that China began
liberalising its economy a full

[=)

Full FLeDGED BANYAN
CONVENTION CENTER
WITH 5 MEETING HALLS
Q 48 en-suITE ROOMS
O 2 restauranTs

Finest Convention Hotel on the foothills of
Shivapuri National Park in Kathmandu

Budhanil-kantha

www.kghhotels.com

QO SwimMminG POOL AND
HEALTH CLUB

O 6 ACRes OF ARBORETUM

O OPEN AMPHITHEATER

O Anp NATURE UNLIMITED

India did. For
that argument to hold, though,
you'd have to be reasonably
confident that, by 2012, India
would be where China is today.
Areyou?

If not, here’s the next
question: What helped China
overtake the United States to
reach the top of AT Kearney's
Foreign Direct Investment
Confidence Index (Nepali Times
#115, The World Paper)?
Robust economic growth? Entry
into the World Trade Organisa-
tion? Beijing's successful bid for
the 2008 Olympics? Al three.
But before all that, a relatively
stable political environment,

according to foreign investors.
(Translation: Tibet and
Tiananmen Square are just
quaint attractions in the world's
fastest-growing market for both
inbound and outbound travel.)

Aplethora of parties, a
strong legal system, English
education and a free press don’t
necessarily create a congenial
investment climate. This should
worry Nepal's politicians more
than our economists. 4

More traffc jams

The fofal mber of vehicles egstered in Kathmandu Valley and surrounding areas increased by nearly 16
percent in the past year, according to the Department of Transportation. At this rate, the number of
vehicles on the streets of Kathmandu will double in the next five years. Motorcycles increased by over 20

percent, and two-wheelers now make up nearly 70 percent of all vehicles in the capital.

There are about 50,000 trucks, cars, jeeps and vans in the capital and nearly 136,000 motorcycles. The
government registered 369 new diesel mini buses, but is still refusing to allow a prototype electric bus. This
means more rafficjams, and more poluted air

LIC getting into reinsurance

The Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India first came to Nepal in 2001, but is

E by ARTHA BEED

Rx for Nepal

Can we use this time to chase good ideas with good money?

S,
A

idering setting up

areinsurance company and a mutual fund here. LIC wants to get together with General Insurance Corpo-
ration and also set up the first housing finance company in Nepal, according to media reports in India. Nepal
could become the first overseas venture for LIC Mutual Fund and LIC Housing Finance for which itis
partnering with Nepal's Vishal group. It aso plans to expand its investments into Bangladesh, Bhutan and

SriLanka.

Calcutta holiday traffic hit

Despite assurances that Indian tourists entering Nepal are no longer required to carry passports or voter ID
cards, the message doesn't seem to have reached Calcutta,

And this severely affected the flow of Indian tourists to Nepal during the Puja holidays last week,
according to travel agents in Calcutta. Bengali families with children were finding it difficult to arrange the
documents, and this adversely affected their travel plans, according to Dilip Sengupta of Kundu Travels.
Together with fears of politcal instability, Nepal-bound hliday traffic was down 70 percent from last year.
Royal Nepali Consul-general in Calcutta, Ghanashyam Lamsal, told The Times of India that the d

had been imposed “with

" between India and Nepal.

Pressure cooker sales plummet

‘The manufacture and sale of pressure cookers has dropped
dramatically in the past year since the Maosts started using
them for explosives and the security forces restricted their

availability in the marketplace.

Pressure cooker factories in Birganj, Butwal and
Biratnagar have started closing down. Two factories in
Birganj that used to produce 360 cookers a day and employed
70 workers have closed down. Birendra Kumar Jaiswal of United Industries says he stands to loose

millions in investment.

fter fthe D and training fund can be created by
Nepal, finance, local develop-  government go.
about  ment, planning, i i g
the future of the Nepali economy, control. down, and perhaps a lot more space
d i 1. But, Eminent holars h ilable for remaining
the perhaps dealt Dr ion efficienth

turned the Beed temporarily into
an optimist. So here's my sugges-
tion: why aren’t we asking what
‘opportunities this situation
provides, instead of looking at it
from the traditional Nepali

Harka Gurung on district divisions,
Madhukar Rana on the integration of
ministries, Dipak Gyawali on
restricting the possibilities of
making politics a ife-long profes-

possibly through a substantial
performance-based increase in
emoluments. Maybe we'l finally
realise how weird it s that offices in
urban areas close at 4PM in the

sion. N

winter. Fewer

Many downstream industries that supplied raw materials to the cooker factories are also going out of
business. The only place where cookers can still be sold is in Kathmandu, everywhere else there are
restrictions. In the absence of pressure cookers, fuel consumption has gone up.

peopl hold theirowneven  mean fewer ministers, too. A
i democratic i . If the interim unicameral 125-member House
system is often held to be the government andthe  should ith the di
it jonor local , the key to
st necessary, evidently, that advised, ifracicl e development
economies only flourish under a beworthit. Revenue collection needs to be
Ipe Tl forthe DP must be
tem. Look at nomy are clear of total revenue
China, or the reduce costs, d lise decis collection.

Indian economy. Strong political
will can overrie the limitations of

making and punish the corrupt.
Governance, foreign investmentand

come from higher land revenue taxes
and no income tax, or through

any system. A polit
any old name is still about

will Itsvital to
governance. reduce the cost of government, and The Beed has discussed all this
If it'strue that elections aren't i itor corruption.  before, but thi:
possible before November 2003, One way doing this is opportunity to p
Jet's just put up with the interim timi financeand  together. There

government and get on with
preparing for our future which,
one way or the other, will eventu-
ally come to pass. Do we really
need a bicameral legislative system
or ith fewer lawmakers.

demanding transparency.

We need at most 15 decentral-
ised financially autonomous regions
in the country. Parallel to this, the
central government needs to be

0 10 ministries,

D
ministries and 75 districts that bloat

d depi in ministries
need to beslashed. A donor-

for administrative and other
reforms, The interim government
canset the stage for democratic
institutions, including the political
parties, to contribute better after the
nextelections. ¢

(Readers can post their views to
)
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|ANBARTHOLOMEW

N epalhas had a rough year ith massive

flooding and an upsurge in violence by

Maoist insurgents. So as the trekking
season, which runs roughly from late Septem-
berthroughto early December, opens,
businesses, which rely heavily on the surge of
tourist traffic during this time, face bleak
prospects as cautious travellers find safer
destinations.

Butit'sanillwind that bringsno good to
anyone, and for those undeterred by reports of
the kingdom's seemingly endless political
difficulties, itisa time when they can avoid the
crowds, even along some of the most popular
trekking routes. “It'san opportunity to have the
‘mountains to yourself,” said a lone Australian
trekker meton the Annapurma Circuitlate last
month, Thecircuitis often disparagingly
labelled “The Coca-Cola Trail” because of the

USHA RAMASWAMY

them $100. They even gave us a receipt in

dong theway.
Passing through the police checkpoint

case we met with other Maoist groups,” he
said. For an upcoming trek around Manaslu,
to the east of the Annapurna Circuit, he said

With political problems keeping tourists
away, this is probably one of the best times
to visit the Himalayan kingdom.

town of

round
thenext day,

lived. The Jagat)

fargeyfortourist consumption.
Manyof

ami

rising trail, a black line of wet rock and ice cutting
i itwaseasyto

itwas

tocat
Abakerin Maneng,

er trekdeer

. said thatapart from

innumerable cups of hot milk tea and

the trekking season, he lived in Kathmandu.
Asked how far it was to Yak Kharka, the next
majorstop along the trail, he shrugged. “I have:

footfall.
From the pass, the long descent to
Muktinath, 1,600 m below, brings you out of
i f the

never been there,” hesaid.
isauitedifficultenough.”

the end of the day before turning in for an

‘world, some of nature’s greatest wonders lie,
i omet

metimes

carly night esily swept awa

teahouse circuit. At Muktinath we stayed at
the Hotel Bob Marley, which seemed too
incongruous to bypass in one of the region’s
holiest sites on the very edge of the Tibetan

We take pride in
jobs well done.

japray@mos.comnp

Phone: (01)521393, 543017, 547018 il
Fax 977-1-536390
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outside thetown of Chamelate onawe, he had advised his clients to have some spare ~a day on the trail. jou, their plateau. dintoa Tibetan
trekker L Tt d beautiful. The high point — nunnery, and on the outskirts, watched the
had passed that g the trekking, of the trail, h arrival of pi the Muktinath
Annapurna Circuit, far away, ingl pali Thorung Laat 5,400 m. From Manang temple complex that has structures sacred to
“Normally at thi : i i (3,540 m), it normally takes two days of both Hindus and Buddhists.
September], we canexpectupto 300 peapleto  thenext. Inthe i it has thesmall town of climbing to reach the staging point at After the high pass and the closest approach
ightin Chame,” said the proprietor Jagat, characterless  Thorung Phedi (4,450 m), tothesnow-covered peaks of the Himalayas, you
), where our group of three itwa Atthisaltitude, of acut i i i
were theonly guests. clean, for thesmall whichif River, Tiver gorgein
The Maoist I fsone of the greatluxuries - number of trekers, patjust  fata,
affect theareaaround Annapurma, but taking afteralong day on the trail, but we soon realised  Rs 30 for a triple room. i reaches.
the bus out from Kathmandu to the trailhead at  after two days of icy showers, that this only landslide d by this year's heavy The Annapurna Circuit is only asmall slice
Besisehar, busrideaway,  appliedwhen for our  monsoon fains, we met that Nepal hasto
intermi ooi " from the Thorung Phedi from offer
reminder coupleof; aboutan hour nausea. offer more of a thrill to most tourists rather than
malaise. reated with trek, after AtManang, , called areal threat. That the violence and political
i in iously, the 100 Rupee Lama, ingivi
iplined troops for Engish i ing for the pass. This did of magnificent
according o Tilek Magar, inthe i for Manang, amajor stop three-dlay upthe  notlessen our { i Its rather i
rator lyreqy “The trail, i .50 Jagat. Th andthe
“donations” from trekkers. “Lasttime we met th P theorygen y ofp rtall butinvisible
with them, each tourist and the quide gave Annapurna Circuit's appeal. Sittingdown over  Jagat, he said, then added: “Dirty Jagat.” A availableat sea level. unless you take awrong turn. ¢
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Nearly 160 years after
Jung Bahadur Kunwar
(on cover, above)
started a dynasty f

hereditary prime

ministers, and 51 year

after the end of Rana

reign, comes a book as

opulent and sumptuous
as the era of Nepali

history that this
remarkable family came
to dominate.
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beginning: i [ in1845. 1 totake
among the Ra]putmlevsuf and king into exile, installs the i i he
Udaipur i , drivenbya beheaded two dozen courtiers
family of i i desir
Hlmalayaallﬁwwayuplnlumla Thus, atage 29, diktats of Cale for is 17 sons in the
Kunwar directly with London. Once there, succeslun Theclanwasthus
to Kaskiand on to Gorkha. The treatment. Jung
Kunwars helped King Prithvi O
Narayan in his conquests, and Bal these tales of massacres, assassina- By 1885, matters reached a head
Narsingh Kunwar was made tionsand chronic infighting that againand Dhir had hissix sons
governor of Jumla. Butin the contemporary Nepali rulers are kill their uncle, Rana Udip Singh
purges that followed the downfall just jingi
of Bhimsen Thapa n 1840, Bal their y 'sother brother
KUNDADIXIT | group, butwas himselfresponsible  guilty about. We have an Gyanendrain 1950. Both have Narsingh'sson Jung Bahaclur i iviiy i
ovethemor hatethem, but ~ for inati past, and i i ‘manipulator selfish. Rana power
youcan'tignorethem. The  the contents. The result is awell- that should inspire us to help architecture, and lifestyle. Besides ‘who, through sheer charisma, book, messy affairs,
legacy of Ranarule remains ~ crafted wnrk thatislike a time build the country today, and the research, track wormed his of thy 1 i
3 tothe emage " intir ly i Lazimpat. We
imposing fagade of Singha Darbar, mravaganoe, intrigue, hopesand insidestory’ I of truggles Nepal: “He ( iatri _
the presence of Ranas at the top achievements of those 104 years. by members of hapter on ‘among the descendants of Prithvi brought order to a Neps i i
Nepal' i to post- listory , the j Narayan Shah and their consorts. brink of anarchy. Nobody can and this has familiar echoes Shumshere, jewellery i the
busine: ice, and the gloss over ition, greed, i apters in The Ranas of ‘The book's lavish visuals with Jung Bahadur is at the centre condone the means he used to today. When Bir Shumshere andfinally, itevolved
Ranafamily tree, i and, yes, lust that jecti 1 i period of this swirling tale of back- achieve thisend. However, it begs idelined Jagat Butti i the
i members of i assessment of the period. Co- portraits from private collections stabbing, intrigue, conspiracies, the question: could it have been him to India, the British refused end of Empire was near. Although dlamunds in 104 years (only to be
IheShahdynast. Allﬁhismakes clan. But the overall impression is author Prabhakar Rana, great- bringthishismryalive. The alliances, finding himself rightin i y means? for ise Bir they jeweller in the
il it grandson ‘the middle of vicious infighting Itwas perhaps inevitable that asleader. And when Jagat Jung ‘with industrialisation, bankmg ‘mid 1950s). Anerror creeps in
documemed in research papers spective of those years. Even the actually lived in Singha Darbar (edited by between a powerful queen and her when. i i i i railways, urban water supply, and here—the bird of paradise plume is
best-selling decad il the 11. Pashupati Brinda Dattaand Dubby Bhagat), paramour, the king, and the crown tripin Chitwan in 1877, his Bir Indian soil, i itution, it was gl identifi i
novel, aNepali movie, and recent photogenic. Gautam isn't defensive  Rana, grandson of the last Rana. asare the contemporary photo- prince. Atgunpumthnglsfumed the Briti i i littl late. Mohun New Zealand; it s actually native
Rananostalgiain architecture. about that, he says: “Some Ranas prime minister, Mohun graphs by Indi j i toshoot the prime power. Jung's to march into to deal with ‘toPapua New ! Gumee Many of
isingly no one has, y i 'y apol Shumshere, was presentasaboyof  Prashant Panjiar. minister, and is then caught upin brother, Dhir, installed Jung'sson  Nepal with his armed followers. newly-i Indiaand these gems,
until now, attempted to put getic, but there is nothing to feel four at the first coronation of King The book beginsat the ‘two massacres at the Kotand at _ Ranal il apple wit inded into
together Bir it Nepal i Nepal by ing
history, culture, lifestyle and even first hospi ly totoday’s i Other jewellery
cuisine of the Ranas—uwritten by Darharsmnol, forwhich discourse: set q ucknow loot
the Ranas themselves. Enter ly iny, of which the
Princess Juni of the former Indian He was succeeded by the flashy government. soldiersand officers got to keep
princely state of Sarela visiting book also del
Kathmandu two yearsagofora replamd by the: shrewd and asnne other massacres: that of tigers, went to the royal coffers.
‘Worldwide Fund for Nature rwildlifein isi
conference. “She said how come year reig i of Rana
there is no book on the Ranas,” art,and short bi

recalls Gautam Rana of Baber
Mahal Revisted. Gautam already
had awell-developed interest in his
clan's heritage—when he returned
‘to Nepal after completinga
management degree in Germany
in 1979, he was dismayed to see
Kathmandu Valley rapidly losing
what old charm it still had left.
1n 1998, he began reconstructing
the stables and cowsheds of his
ancestral palace to develop an
upmarket shopping complex of
boutiques, art galleries and
restaurants called Baber Mahal
Revisited.

“When she said that, | thought
let'sdoit. But where was the
‘money?” explains Gautam. A large-
format, hard cover illustrated
encyclopaedia of the Ranas was
going to cost a packet. Luckily, in
stepped the Swiss banking group
Credit Suisse, which was interested
in backing the project because the
proceeds from the sales were going
tohelp the conservation of
Kathmandu Valley's unique urban
heritage. With Credit Suisse
bankrolling the printing in Europe,

raised money from other
illustrious Ranas who were going
tobe co-authors: Prabhakar Rana
of the Soaltee Group and RPP
politician, Pashupati Rana.

“Pretty soon, | realised | may
have bitten off more than I could
chew,” admits Gautam, who hired
help for the editing, design and
photography from India's APCA

Thereisa
Joodha

Nepal'sfirst college, streamlined
administration, built suspension
bridges all over the country,

prominentliving Ranas. The book

ingi of pelts
of ahundred or so tigers. Good

tree of most Ranas from Jung

g many

Bahadur's father

Rana, Prabhakar'sson, so readers

hydropower y
plantin1911 i igh the book's
coffers, wnhmtfnrelgn ald) and The rest of the book looks at confusing genealogy, and
powered by i i gl \plex web of
itafter g Ranai iages with the
himself(“f‘ yoti"). He hah ch
. Europeand e ¢ y .
horticulturists to Japan for popularly as “Bhajuman”. price tag will be available at
training. He also builta 1,400- However incongruous the Everest Book Shop, Baber Mahal
room palace for himself, which i ist id-November.
ended up being a contribution to have looked when they were Proceeds of the sales will go to the
the nation—itii i built, the Kathmandu Valley Conservation
Darbar. Onth palaces “seem i Trust,
cl their icular balance with sattalsand
the British iall i with their use Vlley.
agl i of local ion material
status and got them to putitin and thei ion of Nepali y
iting in the 1923 Anglo-Nepal SIB Rana, i
‘Treaty of Friendship. verandahs, and south-facing Gautam SJB Rana. First edition
Chandrawas succeeded by balconies. Naef. Kister S.5. Editeur, Geneva,
Bhim Shumshere, Joodha The chapter on Rana 2002. 262 pp.
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EYE ON THE A

ews coverage of the horrifying

explosionsin Bali last weekend

showsthat not much has
changed in journalismsince 11
September. Despite theincessant
cautionary statements about violence
and the wamningsignals pushing the
‘national state of alert up and down the
colourscale, journalism gave us the
sameold news. Itskneesjerk treatment
ofviolence, terror and atrocity—
exemplified by the coverage of the
bombingin the Indonesian resort
village—barely differed from its
treatment of countless other events
overseas before 11 September.

Even though the blast killed an
estimated 200 people, it received the
kind of patterned journalistic attention
‘thatwe have come to expect of our
‘media. It happened over there, so why
paytoomuchattention? The
explosions happened early Saturday
morning, and only inched on to the
newsin the US. Initial stories on the

by BARBIE ZELIZI

No parachutes

Even after the lessons of 11 September,
the US media bungled the Bali blast.

violence, terror and atrociy. Over the

major international tourist destination
anda Hindu island alongside the
world's most populous Muslim
nation—became the newest repository
of the world’s horror, with one tourist
quoted assaying, “If Baliis no longer
safe, there's no place that's safe.”

By Tuesday the blasts were
codified zs“the beginning of anew

UNdemaocratic

VA- The nite Nanons an (he principal mululalera institu-
tions require profound reforms if they want to repair their imper-
fections, including their lack of democracy, says a group of
international experts.

Without reform of the existing institutions and the creation of new
ones, “itis difficult to see how the international community can face the
challenges of the first part of the 21+ century,” said Indian economist
Deepak Nayyar, editor of the book Governing Globalisation: Issues
and Institutions, a series of essays on the future of the multilateral
system. The study proposes changes, in some cases radical reforms,
of the UN, the IMF, the World Bank, and the WTO. The initiative is based
on the conception that the changes in the world, particularly during the
last decade, have eroded the UN's legitimacy, effectiveness and
credibility. The book, which is the result of research conducted at the
behest of the United Nations University-WIDER Institute, states that as

campaign’”,
abouttheimpactof heattackson
America. The high Australian death
‘toll prompted CNN to label the event
“Australia’s Sept. 11", urging
comparisons of a pre- blast context
that had not sufficiently been made
before the bombs exploded.
Thereisalimit to how much we
can expect of our journalists. But there
arelessons to be learned about
“journalism that require a different
mode of treatment thansimple
parachuteentry and exit. These lessons
call for different kinds of journalistic

y

Stories

far f the UN's principal mandat
the insfitution failed to meet the challenge of the 1990s. The authors

say that the UN's moral authority has been “seriously undermined” by
the fact that the forum's laws or principles are selectively enforced,

tailored to “the interests of the rich and the powerful”. (ps)

A 3 ‘ A

Again, rights vs ‘security

(CANBERRA - In the wake of the bombing in Bali, Australian Prime

Minister John Howard has alarmed human rights and opposition groups

by announcing that he expects a review of anti-terrorism laws to be

completed by early next week. Government sources have revealed

that the Howard administration’s priorities now include legislation that

gives a designated government minister the power to unilaterally ban
to be associated with terrorism. C

lawyers and human rights groups are worried about the prospect of

broadcast news focused on atight pestfew months, warningsig other it Irag the further erosion of democratic rights in the name of ‘anti-errorism’
ting of proliferated: twas attacksas part of aso-Called resurgence Mmm_g Werwheﬂwomﬂbm legislation. Last Tuesday, special minister of state Eric Abetz re-
Bytheend of the becauseofan  ofal-Q: Thatlinkage li igg "
weekend, p Il ﬂ‘ -Qaedalb Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Billinto the Senate after it had been
Asia the blasts tobepart, nmnma\l ofwhatwe

theworld, asitshould have, but failed

the egion over the pst three weeks, a

againstsomelarger context: Within

know about the wor

deferred earlier in the year due to widespread opposition, including
within the government's own ranks.

that the

JAKARTA - Many indonesians are asking how the nation will cope.
with the economic fallout from the 12 October bomb blast in Bali,
the hub of Indonesia’s tourism industry, which last year attracted
1.35 million foreigners. Economists say confidence has been
shaken in the short term, but some remain optimistic that despite
initial reactions from the stock market and a decline in the value of
the Indonesian currency, these trends should be temporary. A key
gauge of international sentiment on Indonesia’s economy will be a
meeting in Yogjakarta of Indonesia’s donors on 28-29 October.
Hotel bookings continue to be cancelled, and one hotel in Bali
has already received 400 to 450 room cancellations since the blast
Killed nearly 200 people. “If there are no extraordinary measures o
confidence, tourism businesses here will

totally collapse,” said the governor of Bali, Edi Bharata. (Ps)

ASIA
by MARWAAN MACAN-MARKAR
_I_. t t |k Blast fallout
The Indonesia attacks have finally
pushed moderate Muslims to speak up.
Jinon-Muslims”. qust,
thel
moderates. For
totheadministration of President instance, the i usedby  restore
George W Bushwere turning the ‘AbuBeker Bezsyir,an Indonesian
i Arabiafor the
that 18" century,  attacks, will not
Wahabism. They impli that Baasyir
i-US streak, I
BANGKOK- If attack killed at least the fact that the that!
i 300 people, majority o the hjackersin the US foreigners,“most probably the United
12 October's attacks—and Osamabin Laden—were  States”, to give the impression that
forblaming  Wahabis, in
Muslim militants, the ‘Islam theal-Qz theattack i Taleban's Indonesia. Theauthorities will look to
jthout it Theleaderof  Afghanistan. accuse Muslims—including himsetf—
the 11 September But fortheattack, he added.
intensify and put pressure on tion, Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), also east, painssince 11 Tuesday's
nsing thi ‘September to counter Amb  News, Abdul Qader Tash saysa
possibility, some of i Islam for , by whlrh"presents
terror. faceof the
south-east Asi ickto  actagainst itisnotso. isnotthewaytogo.
speak upand ralse issues about canjustifyit. Tt Indonesia, in fact, “ou. i " hewrites,
‘these acts of terrc the

them from Islam
A v

‘tors to justice, but must do s

tanalysis

face. It the largest Muslim country
inthe world, with 170.3 million out

wesland“bul\d an Islamic civilisation

bombattack onitsuins”. Inthe wake of attacks
in Bali, Malaysian Prime Minister Hasyim MuzadlolNUwasqumed ofits i south-east Asia’s
Mahathir Mohamad said that terrorist  as having said. Islam. Tt Ulama, witha
attackswere i illi i
forany cause, asllwasnulplannedlcr against Islamin the
toexactrevenge  violenceor' Yetintheeyesof
us many, aboutwhat

language daily The Star. Jerry Falwell and the Bali blast, y their

In Indonesia, Fi i i i igion for poitical

to flesh out the story. The blast heightened alert was in place at the urs, they Inapost-11 era, it ‘The provisions of the bill propose to allow life sentences to be
U] e imposed on those directly or indirectly involved with “terrorist” organi-
pages of e and several tankerin anddon sations and allow “suspects" to be held without charge, incommuni-
bursting onto their front pagesonly  Southeast, Indonesia, Australiaor SouthezstAsia - cado, and without access to a lawyer for potentially extended periods.
on fories Evenafter ions, the ndiin that A inquiry into the ASIO legislat
of thesniper the news the respect, too, govemment. rtedin Ju
hole, i I Indonesia. /114 (New York Newsday) bill would “undermine key legal rights and erode the
firefighting” or extualis t Onlyafter the White Hou o make Australia a leading democracy”.
ism”. Inthe US, Baluuslwasm rary, iffleeting, lapse of Barbi teaches “Howard is being somewhat opportunistic in using this tragedy to
important the partof usm thatal-Qaeda Jniversity try and revisit some of the worst aspects of the anti-terrorism legisla-
C ) of I edited th tion the Australian public clearly said ‘no' to over the last year,” said
contextfor ByMonday,  ingin Indonesia book Journalism After Damien Lawson, spokesman for the Federation of Community Legal
11September  theskies over thewest ber 11.) Centres. ‘The nature of the threat that the Bali attacks have under-
callfora of statement  reemerged. Bali—ongseenasbotha scored will not be addressed by the sort of changes they are

COMMENT

Mexico's mac

by MARINA CASTANEDA

Mexican men use modern technology to
reinforce profoundly traditional practices.

of toqay‘s machismo. Of course, it is far more evident in the privacy of thehome:

proposing. What needs to be addressed is the political and social

underpinnings of the conflict in Indonesia and conflict globally and
look at why there is so much support for radical Islamist organisa-
tions,” he added. (iPs)

Tl go”

Forum at its third conference in Porto Alegre in Brazil early next year,
deputy managing director of the IMF Eduardo Aninat said Sunday.
“Ifinvited to Porto Alegre and given space to be heard, Il go,”
Aninat said at the end of a two-day conference in Prague on
d Th i

jointly
by Forum 2000, the foundation led by Czech President Vaclav Havel,

“forces of darkness”. Fawell has said

predicament ifinvestigators lnk

that the Prophet

militant

purposes. ¢ (7s)

Prioritie

by MUSHAHID HUSSAIN

change

ISLAMABAD —Over ayear after the ‘regime change' in Afghanistan, the nation

prioriies take recedence overpresent policy
tober

The focus on Iraq and Pakistan is drawing
attention away from Afghanistan’s needs.

tion givent Islamist prties in
ing Afghanistan. T i i the that after the Taleban's
L ex\t in Nwember last year. American forces continue to be under attack, mostly
Pakistan. Other Tockets, forcing, for example, the closure of Kabul
against ‘massive, much- could alrpurllﬂ UN p\anes \aslweek
fgh Testifying before the US Congress last week, CIA Director George Tenet

o
The US-led ‘war on terror' is already in a stalemate,
given that Osama bin Laden, his chief lieutenant Dr
Aymanal Zawahiri, who recently sent an audiotaped
‘message of defiance to Qatar-based Al Jazeerah
television, and former Taleban supremo, Mullah
Omar, femain atarge. Ina 14 October interview,

DrAbdullah
Abdullah expressed concern that “in the event of any
attack on Irag, the terrorists wil try to destabilise
Afghanistan’” He did not mention the probable:
backlash among Afghanistan's Muslims.

Lastweek, General Tommy Franks, head of the
US Central Command, visited Pakistan and
Afghanistan and made public statementsto assure.
Afghanistan on both counts. Addressing
American troopsat Bagram base outside Kabul,
Frankssaic: “Any conflctin Iraqwill notaffect
our mission in Afghanistan.” But irrespective of
Frank'scomments, the stated US mission in
Afghanistan isyet to be accomplished. US President
George W Bush had wanted bin Laden ‘dead or alive', and

in public and the Nippon Foundation. Delegates agreed on the creation of an
seu, i i i that b
debt issues, reduction of agricultural subsidies in the US, Europe and
T Iabourinal areas of Japan, and on making trade rules transparent and fair. Apart from this
prisingl . tknow howto the conference ended with the expected variety of harsh dlsagvee-
T _ Menknow  ments, with the IMF, the World Bank and business
ttle about babies, w D | one side and civil society activists and scholars on the other in
supposed to. . alftheskillsthat modernlife giscussions on external debt, double standards in trade and finance,
equires. Far it uneven flow of information between North and South, and the social
and of Nobody claimed that
aMexico City ptio o or the system of trade and finance were
restaurant. She pulls out her messages. Ooftheir irth, playing fair with the developing world. But differences became
“Anythingwrong?” | ask. “No,” she smiles, He Mothers, auns, isters, and later apparent on where responsibiliies lie and what needs to be done. (Ps)
ifhe callsand | don't answer. - lam."“You girlfriends, wives,
ou,” 12 every desire. Mothers telttle girls to “attend” their brothers, while Ilmebcysare e .
: e mindetcans  neuctd o"vtchover e s, Thsnon-stoppemperngiaggratiaty — oCNIZOPhrenic” UN
onmethat| GENEVA - The UN demonsirates a tendency towards “schizophenia®
patients. Tt y for amiddle-cless famit Thoughthey in s approaches to agricultural reform and fighting world hunger, says
wives, andwork, Swiss academic Jean Ziegler, the global forum's special rapporteur on
beoutof ) neer liftingafinger in the home. Where wivesand the ighto food. Programmes aimed at agraian eform, afer more han
of work, or go out the man of the vion, returned to the i
pe schooland  house, agenda h
y Isevenly spliit T Rome at the 1996 World Food Summit. But the final declaration of the
differential, L men make, s ?F'z:l second summit on food, which took place this June, again in Rome,
Tpa n S omitted the issue, even though two UN agencies back agrarian reform
theirrights, they consider inferior,and reect Thel models as a means to improve food securiy: the International Fund for
S Lt impatient, intolerant, and Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the Food and Agriculture Organi-
Inasense selfcentred. ! sation (FAO). In contrast, the World Bank promotes different models of
Deeply . tisallbut agrarian reform, which place pririty on the market and follow the

p

after our lunch, husband, “T!

In Mexico,

their own. %
friends, (heyalesnl\expmdmvenderacmums Fathers, bothers, boyfriencs,

their everyday

but i their own.

have never set foot in a supermarket?” ¢ (project Syndicate)

(Marina Castafieda is a psychotherapist in Mexico City and author
of the recent bestseller EI machismo invisible))

trend set by what is known as the “Washington Consensus”, said
Ziegler. Half of the UN system, the World Bank, the IMF and a large
number of the UN's member states are, in practice, against the right to
food, said Ziegler, commenting that they believe the market is the only
power that should establish food prices. (ps)

forthcom-
ing. Along-term US commitment, deemed crucil to
stability in Afghanistan, is competing with Washington's
obsession with Irag, and possibly also North Korea.
Officially, the State Department welcomed this

But
unstated concemswere voiced by the conservative Wsh-
ington T
tion. Its 21 October editorial said: “The power that fundamental-
ists have gained in the election iswithout precedent in Pakistan,
and will probably affect US effnns to ferretout al- Qaeda

Fiowever e problmin Alghanitn oty
thefact

‘warned that the “al-Qaeda s reconstituting, the level of threat is
the same as it was Ias_t summer (prior to 11 September)
y us".Bu

Jarge, sending periodic threats through audiotaped

messages whose source has yet o be traced. Prior to the
bombing at Kuta beach in the Indonesian island of Bali,
Dr Ayman al Zawahiri had warned about “attackson

JS Marine,
Kamrain Pekisan, and explosionsin thesouthern Philip-
ines
Afhanisenhsakoben dsppoinedathelckof_

during the donors” oonlereme in Tokyoin January. On\y
$900 million of the $1.8 billion pledged for 2002 has come
inthis year. However, the 14 October summiit of the.
Economic Coaperation Organisation (ECO)in
Istanbul decided to et up aspecial fund to help
rebuild Afghanistan,
ECO has 10 members including the Central
Asian republics plus Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and
Afghanistan.
The ECO summitalsosupporteda projectto
build agas pipeline from Turkmenistan to Pakistan
‘through Afghanistan. Pakistan provides the shortest
outlet to the sea for the landlocked Central Asian
region. The 1,450 km pipeline will cost $2 billion,
and once operational, would provide Afghanistan with
$300 million in annual transit revenues. But the
projectisinextricably linked to peace and stablity in
Afghanistan, which could again become aquestion mark
should the US shift attention to ‘regime change' in
Iraq, and turn away from ‘nation building' in
Afghanistan. 4 (ips)

Thismountain just moved !!

The highest mountain
in theworld has
moved.

Find us at our new

RUM DOODL

(40,000 1/2 ft.)
Bar & Restaurant

For Reservations: 443208/ 443209/ 425107
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“The government is answerable
to whoever formed it.”

Excerpts from an interview with Minister for Women and Social
Welfare Gore Bahadur Khapangi in Nepal Samacharpatra,

20 October. oy
Although the constitution outlines the work, the duties and
the rights of the council of ministers, the king has issued a
five-point list of responsibilities. Donit you think this implies
that the council does not exercise executive powers?

After he formed a new council of ministers, the king was
responsible for issuing guidelines to it. He holds executive
powers, but | don't think it is accurate to say that things have
been done in a dictatorial fashion. If the five points were bad,
then one could point that out. Those who want to oppose things
will say anything. | heard someone saying on the FM that the
ministers were in a hurry to get media coverage. Is the media
distinct from the government and the people? People talk as
they please.

Would this present government have the right to sign any
treaty or agreement?

Everyone knows that foreign affairs are looked after by the:
Foreign Ministry, which is part of the government. So it can
easily do so. The subject falls within the five points. There's no
question of the government not exercising that right.

What is the stand of this government on resolving the Maoist problem?
To put it briefly, the government and the Maoists have to talk. First, the has to

VAHYHOVHIYE NIl

Mined land

Demmber 2001 71d\s|nnswere
affected.

vmory of the People’s anementol

prepare guidelines [for talks], something the last government was unable to do. The govern-
ment has to look for a strong mediator, it has to ask civil society for help. Everyone wants
eace.

| feel that the individual also has a big role. For instance, let's ask whether the government
would look at me and at yesterday's [former minister for Housing and Physical Planning]
Chiranjibi Wagle differently. This will definitely make a difference. I'm sure the Maoists will talk
to a government which includes Gore Bahadur Khapangi on a different level—they will have to.
Because Chiranjibi and Gore Bahadur came into government from different places.

Another thing: we needn't worry if the Maoists continue fighting. That's a given process and
will not affect talks. Once the talks begin, the fighting will decrease. Tomorrow, when we sit
down for talks, whether their ideas influence us, or our thoughts influence them, we will arrive
at a solution. If we only talk about weapons, the peace process will be delayed. When you cut
a tree, do the leaves, the branches and the roots dry up all at once? It may take a year for the
branches to dry.

Thereis a price on the heads of the Maoist leaders. Will the government retract that before
it calls for talks?

The government remains the government. Only the leadership has changed. Our Rastriya
Janamukti Party never recognised the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoists) as ‘terrorists'
Being a representative of the party, can | accept such a definition? There’s no question of my
stepping beyond the boundaries set by my party. | will put forward my ideas while | am in the
government. If the definition of terrorists given by the former government will make it difficult to
have talks, then we must think again. The Maoist party went silent after three efforts at talks.
That's the direction our thoughts must take.

tions, sent
e Times 20 onIyBangIadeshand Veldves e auhe meeting, Deubauvgedthe
Raicsicses  signed theOttawaC
useand unite against
the use of landmines in Nepal since i the
the Maostinsurgency began in Nepal. ~ humans. A total of 13 agreement of i
Arecent report by the Campaign s
Aginst Landrmines, Nepal saysthat Deubaremained quietwhen KP
the use of landmines targeting humans Not my fau |t Sharma Ol asked why he didn't call
has doubled inrecentyears. In2001, ... .. 2L L L ... anall-party meeting assoon as he got
210 peoplewereinjured and 214 died  Himalaya Times, 22 October anindication that the king was to
in424 incidents of landmine relieve him of office. Hewasalso
explosions. In 2000, Former her Bahadur ~ silent when Oli
and 94 died. In 1999, 94 weve D
injured and 40 died, while in 1998, ¥ -party
peop Opeople  parliament
killed in explosions. palace pressure. elecllons for six months. When
Former leaders t
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Alandmine costs between Rs 25
1o Rs800 to make, and treatment of a
person injured by one, Rs 10,000to
Rs200,000. In the last two years, the
Birendra Army Hospital has asked for
Rs 9.3 million totreat people injured
by landmines. The government has so
far allocated Rs 3.4 million.

Areportreleased by the govern-
‘ment records 2,456 incidents of
landmine explosions betvieen February
1996 and June 2000, which have
killed 1,366 people. The use of
landmines, which began in Rolpa, has
spread to 37 districts by 2000. By
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If the present governmentowhich, according to you, exercises executive 0

with the Maoists to form a Constituent Assembly, will it be able to agree to a plebiscite
without consulting the king?

I am not a student of constitutional law. | know that this government is not elected by the
people, and that there is no parliament at present. The government is answerable to whoever
has formed it. The government will consult with whoever formed it. But if you feel that some-
thing is 100 percent right, there’s no need to make queries.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The Maoist policy is this: not to allow the UML to form a majority government; not to allow the formation

government; to prevent the formation of a UML gover their “great’
revnlutlonary to prevent the lormallon of at works for
reforms. Asa result, the mai of the Maoist to hand over the people’s

sovereignty to the palace.
—KP Sharma Oli, standing commiittee member, CPN (UML) in Sanghu, 21 October.

In the city In the forest

Himal Khabarpatrika, 2 October-1 November

Weighing risks

Exceprts from analysis by Kapil Kafle, Nepal Samacharpatra

The main parliamentary parties are raising a hue and cry that “the king has made a mistake”. But if the
king can pull a rabbit out of the hat and resolve the Maoist crisis, this will silence the critics who have
refused to help him.

Leaders like Girija Prasad Koirala, and countries such as India, where he has his second home, have
not lent support to the Lokendra Bahadur Chand government, Knowingly or unknowingly, Koirala is
helping those foreign eniities who do not desire peace and stability in Nepal. The Indian papers are also
witing editorials helping Koirala. And although Sher Bahadur Deuba may have physically spiit from the
party, ideologically, he is still parroting Koirala's unhelpful line.

And the Maoists attach more importance to the power of the king than that of the political parties. Itis
unlikely they will say: “We will stick with brothers Koirala and Deuba.” It s not inconceivable that the
Maoists who are a fighting a war against the Royal Nepal Army will begin negotiations with the Chand
government, which was formed by the army’s Supreme Commander.

The political leaders may be crying themselves hoarse calling the new government “unconstitutional’,
but the people aren't descending on to the streets. That is because of the commitment in the royal
address to constitutional monarchy and multiparty democracy. It is also because press freedom and the
freedom to protest are intact, in fact the press is now even freer because it can be critical of the king.
The media has even stopped tagging “terrorist” every time it mentions the word, Maoist.

“The stock of polical parties will
plummet further when the king figures out
what it is that can bring the rebels to the
negotiating table. It will be the king, with or
without the support of the political parties,
who will have to take this risky step. We
know that the Maoists are not stupid, they
will not talk unless they get something. It
looks like the king will have to start thinking
about a constituent assembly.

Perhaps the next general elections
can also serve as an election for the
consiituent assembly. And as soon as that
happens and the king can announce a
date for such elections, the rug will have
been pulled out from under Koirala and
Company and their reliance on Article 128.

ty prime minister
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by MANJUSHREE THAPA

PUTTING THE MEDIA ON TRIAL

eaning vernacular weekly, carried a story headined: A
COLOURFUL EVENING IN FILM CITY. Written by Bishwamani
Subedi and Yadavprasad Pandey, it concerned the alleged prostitution,

sexual escapades and love affairs of those in the Nepali film industry.

Sadly, this was not out of the ordinary for the paper, leafed
through by many for its insider police and army gossip, but considered,
like many of the vernacular weeklies, to fall short of professional
standards. But what was out of the ordinary, even for the sleaziest of
vernaculars, was a photograph of a naked woman that accompanied
the last story. ts caption sadistically read: “Do you recognise this
Nepali heroine?"

The actress in the photograph, Shrisha Karki, hung herself at her
home in Chabahil six days later in a case that shook the film industry
over Dasain. Itis not hard to imagine the intense degradation the young
woman must have felt in her last days. What support would she have
possibly received from a society obsessed with women's sexual
purity? Anyone who looks at her photograph can measure her
vulnerability: in it, she stares up from a hunched-over position in bed,
her face contorted in fear, her body frozen in humiliation. It is obvious that
the photograph s taken against. hev wiII Karki' is the face of a victim-

from her

This was a decency that Jana Aaslhas editor, Kishore Shrestha,
did not extend to her.

Shrestha's decision to run the photograph has reared ugly allega-
tions about the sordid underworld of journalism. Film artists claim that
Shrestha had been using the photograph to extort the actress.
According to them, the picture was taken a year and a half ago by a

T he front page of the 9 October issue of Jana Aastha, a left-

photographer and a
policeman who has since
retired, Uddav Bhandari, after inviting
Karki to an apartment and forcibly stripping her,
with the help of a film director; it was their intention to blackmail her
into prostitution. The actress filed a complaint immediately after the
incident, but the police were slow to act on it. She went to meet the
photographer, but could not retrieve the film. According to film artists,
Bhandari gave the photograph to Shrestha, who used it to extort her,
even after her engagement. He ran the photograph in his paper after
Karki refused to give in to his demands.

Krishna Malla of the Film Artists' Association says that the organi-
sation is pursting a variety of legal recourses. These avenues,
however, are limited. The Film Artists' Association helped file a plea
with the police—while Karki was still alive—requesting that strong
action be taken against Shrestha. But the maximum punishment for
defamation is a Rs 5,000 fine and a sentence of two years. The public
offence law against indecency carries a maximum punishment of Rs
10,000, a two-year sentence, and damages. According to public
interest advocate Gopal Sivakoti Chintan, punishment for such crimes
usually amounts to a fine of five or ten rupees, and limited jail time, if
any. There are no laws in Nepal to punish those who instigate suicide.
Abill on journalists' code of ethics, which bars the publication of
photographs without permission, is stuck indefinitely in parliament. With
the help of women's rights advocates Shanta Thapaliya and Sapana
Pradhan Malla, Karki's family is now proceeding with murder charges
against Shrestha, in a case that, according to Chintan, could set a new
precedent for Nepal's murder law.

Film artists have formed a committee for this cause, and are also
hold i The

Nepal Film Directors’ Association has pressed complaints at the Nepal
Press Council and the Federation of Nepalese Journalists, asking that
action be taken against Shrestha. Acknowledging that Shrestha
violated Karki's right to privacy and instigated her death, the Press
Council's Chairperson Harihar Birahi has said that the Press Council
can issue a warning, demand an apology, and work to revoke
Shrestha's press identity card. The Federation has been meeting to
deliberate over its response.

The office of Jana Aastha remained closed throughout the Dasain
holidays, and neither Shrestha nor the two authors of the article have
surfaced. In the meanwhile Biswamani Subedi has taken out a notice
claiming that Karki's suicide proved his story’s allegations to be true; he
has exposed, in the process, his own ignorance of privacy laws and
journalistic ethics. The paper's assistant editor resigned after public
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outcry over the incident mounted. Police at the district
office have said that the search for Shrestha is on.

Would this case have received such attention if Karki had not lost
her life for it? Most probably not. It is an open secret that most vernacu-
lar weeklies are backed by various political parties, or cliques within
them. The political patrons of Jana Aastha are said to be the Bam Dev
Gautam clique of the CPN (UML). These patrons have never, tll now,
had to question their own moral standing, and their commitment to
Nepali women by backing such a substandard, anti-women rag.

Strangely, despite the overt misogyny of Jana Aastha's treatment
of Karki, women's rights actvists have been slow to organise dissent
against this incident. There is plenty they could do to address the
widespread denigration of women in the media, and social double
standards in demanding sexual purity from women. One problematic but
typical response to Karki's death has been to blame the victim. An
example: while supporting Karki, the Centre for Human Rights and
Democratic Studies has also suggested that the film indusiry keep its
aciivities respectable. Another response from a film industry journalist
was: “Actresses with bad morals are also polluting Nepali society.”
(Needless to say, most activists and journalists are not of the breed
that necks openly on the couches of Himalayan Java).

Manju Thapa of Asmita has been quick to speak against the preying
of women in the media after this incident. To return to the 9 October
issue of Jana Aastha: the only other story concerning women on the
front page was headlined: MANISHA'S LOVER IN A BRAWL. The story
reported a scuffle in the Everest Hotel's disco, where actress Manisha
Koirala's former boyfriend was supposedly ogling, while drunk, a show
of “young women in transparent clothing”. In fact the former boyfriend
and his wife were having a quiet dinner elsewhere in the hotel. None
of which has anything to do with Koirala: Jana Aastha was simply
smearing her name in the mud, in a casual show of contempt for an
accomplished Nepali woman.

Such prevalent double standards pose a challenge to women’s
rights activists, who are, let us hope, not too busy with their party
politics or NGO projects to act on this case. After all, Shrisha Karki is
not on trial here. Nor is the film industry. Kishore Shrestha, Bishwamani
Subediand Yadavprasad Pandey of Jana Aastha are on trial, The
police are also on trial, to route out police complicity, if any, in this case.
‘And the sponsors of Jana Aastha are most definitely on trial.

The entire Nepali media faces a serious challenge at this time.
Krishna Malla has been heartened by the media’s support against Jana
Aastha: “The press is very aware. | believe we will receive justice
because of the coverage the media has given this incident.” But
stamping out corruption in the media will take serious effort. The Nepal
Press Council and the Federation of Nepalese Journalists must not only
penalise Jana Aastha in the strongest terms possible, they must
actively enforce in their member i
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In the November
THE HORROR OF IT ALL:

CHILD
DOMESTICS
AMONGST US

* TRACKING THE NEXT WAVE OF SOUTH
ASIAN MILITANCY « DEMOCRACY OR
ANTI-DEMOCRACY IN NEPAL AND
PAKISTAN? « AID AND ITS EFFECTS ON

IN BANGLADESH » MENTAL AND
THEHOLY SOCIAL HEALTH IN KASHMIR * SEIRA
COWSAND TAMANG ON NUMAFUNG « KEEPING THE
K s PEACE IN SRI LANKA + A VISIT TO THE
UNHOLY BANGLA HEARTLAND «
DALITSOFINDIA |pLusMUCH MORg! / On news

To subscribe: Write to subscription@himalmedia.com or call 543-333

NEPAL + WORLD BANK AND IMF GAMES

stands next
week!

Wanted Reseal sistants
A Professor and a Nepali PhD student from the University of Toronto
are seeking d one p

for 00

[T Assist in collecting archival data and in conducting
surveys and in-depth interviews; transcribe and translate interviews;
some administrative tasks (eg. data entry, setting up interviews). Will
involve four months of field-work in villages (in Terai region).

& friendl
and outgoing personality; self-directed and critcal thinking; needs to
demonstrate a genuine interest in development issues; previous re-
search exper assetbutnot raining

excellent opportunity for social science students; women and eifnic
minorities are encouraged to apply.

Send C.V. and a two-page essay on “Development
Challenges for Nepal” by November 8% One supporting/creative ma-
terial X

Mail application to: Mr. Y.B. Shakya, G.P.0. Box 10017, Kathmandu
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ABOUT TOWN

EXHIBITION AND AUCTION

< Imagine: Your photos will open my life 400 children from 45 countries, including 15
working and school-going children from Nepal display their work. Until 1 November,
GTZ office, Neer Bhawan, Sanepa. 539129

< Raw Material: From the road in Asia Travel collage by Margi Scharff. Indigo Gallery,
Naxal, 8AM-6PM daily. 413580

EVENTS

+ The greenest patch Weekend lunches in the oldest and largest garden in Nagarkot at
The Fort Resort, fort@mos.com.np. 226799

+ Bodhicharyaavatara Lessons on Mahayana Buddhism, a guide to the Bodhisattava's
way of life. In Nepali by Khenpo Vagindra Shila at the Akcheshore Mahavihar, Pulchowk.
Saturdays, 4PM-5PM. Free, open to all.

+ Weekly dialogues on life and living and books and audiotapes at the Krishnamurti
Study Center, Dhyankuti, Swoyambh. Saturdays1PM-6PM. 227704.

Music
+ Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINK

< Ladies night at The Rox Bar Wednesdays. Women get a drink on the house, and after
8PM Teesta band plays. Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

+ Friday Indulgence Irish music from An Fainne, tasting with 12 Scottish single malt,
Rs 999. The Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

FoOD

% International Food Festival With children's activities and games
for adults. Rs 50 for aduilts, Rs 25 for children under 4 ft. Proceeds
go to the KMTNC zoo project. Hyatt Regency Kathmandu, 26
October, 11AM-5PM. 491234

Chef special variable lunch at discounted rates at Dwarika's
Hotel. 479488

Indian Food Festival with chef Marut Sukka and until 30 October.
Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

Vegetarian specialties and clay oven pizza at Stupa View Restau-
rant & Terrace, Boudha. 480262

.

s
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ETAWAYS

Thank Goodness it's Friday Package for local residents, includes BBQ, overnight stay
and breakfast. $125 per couple, $95 single, nett, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

Trust your sixth sense Indulge the other five at The Old Inn, Bandipur, the ancient
hilltop town near Dumre, Pokhara Highway. Contact Himalayan Encounters, Thamel,
417426.

Shivapuri Birdwatching, short hikes, writing. 20 minute drive, 10 minute walk from
Kathmandu, two acres at 6,000 feet on the edge of the Shivapuri National Park. Rs
1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, Shivapuri
Heights Cottage. info@escape2nepal.com

The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with break-
fast and dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort.
560675

Writing Retreat Full board package. Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing
and nature at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

.
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For inclusion in the isting send information to ediors@nepaitimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINI

AH)

Foggy mornings of winter are already here, as that
tiny speck of white in this satellite representing
Kathmandu valley shows. Expect delayed morning
flights, plummeting maximum temperatures. The mist
is confined to Himalayan valleys, and the rest of
north India s dominated by a wide high pressure
zone. Off in the Bay of Bengal coast of Andhra
Pradesh is a low pressure circulation that is not
quite a cyclone. This may bring s some moisture
incursion later next week.

KATHMANDU VALLEY
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BOOKWORM

Family Matters Rohinton Mistry

Faber and Faber, London, 2002
Rs750

Mistry's eage third
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rsvintage e

Mumebi,thir fragmented
patriarch

nold Pars\ wiidower and

he past. A
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Jihad: The Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia Ahmed Rashid

Orient Longman, Hyderabad, 2002

Rs472

Rashid, wh the Tal

\fghani five
Central Aslan republics adjacent to Afghanlslan that were part; Of the former Soviet Union.

rage in Central Asia,

the threat can b

through

diplomatic and economic intervention,

The Algebra of Infinite Justice Arundhati Roy
Viking/ Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2001

Rs472

Acollection of Arundhati Roy’s political writings so far: The End of Imagination; The Greater
Common Good; Power Politics; The Ladies Have Feelings, So; The Algebra of Infinite

Justice; War is Peace. Th
dams, India’s di i

its nuclear bomb, the downsid

argued,

d deal with big
isation, and the

USgovernment's war against terfor’

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

ASSIFIED

Terrace flat available on short-term lease. One
bedroom, one living room, spacious kitchen, toilet/
bathroom, hot water on tap and a wide beer terrace
Lots of greenery, great view of sunset, good price
and some chill people around. Call Mani Rai
424877 or Dinesh 425677.

For sale Dining table and six chairs, deep-reeze
vefrigerator, flexicoir mattress because leaving the
country. Contact Paula at 530297

Contactwiw kopilacinic.com

Beautiful land for your dream project ! Bird
breeding? Flower/Fruit Cultvation? Ayurvedic
Clinic? Meditation Center? Terraced land, 2 %
Ropan, next to a wild running brook! Absolutely
breathtaking location. Only 20 minute drive from
Kathmandu city to this treasure property! Serious
buyers, Please cal : Niraj 981024067 Emal
niraj_adhikari@hotmail.com

House for rent in Jawalakhel centrally located,
spacious old Rana bungalow (9386.6150.1) with big

garden, ample parking space. Total land area-
30690.23 sq.ft. Suitable for offces. Serious enquir-
jes: Contact S. Rana betueen 7- 8:30 am and 5:30-8
pm Tel: 521128/546857

Foot - Reflexology: stressed or tired? UPLIFT YOUR
SPIRIT FROM YOUR TOES UP.
email: buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 425931

‘Nagarkot Special at Naked Chef Bed and breakfast,
three-course gourmet dinner, Rs 800 per person
Room Rs 300 only. For Nepalis and expatriates
680006, 969107153

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the ‘longest’,
“highest’ firs” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and jiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

Visit Ground Zero Fine wines, designer candles,
cards, exclusive Nepali paper products, siver
jewelery, wooden items, perfumes and more. Darbar
Marg, opposite Hotel de IAnnapuma

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

Based on the short story by Philip K Dick

Steven Spielberg's Minoriy Reportis setin a
4 Washington DC judicial system in which

Kilers are artested and convi

commit murder using a psy

head of this Pre-crime unit and is himself
accused of the future murder of a man he

hasn't even met. With seemingly no w
defend himself against the charge of Pre
Crime, which he is expected to commitin just
36 hours, John must trace the roots of what
broughthim here. Could the syst

Oniine booking
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fom Cruise, Colin Farrel,
ton, Peter Stormare,

jainepal.com

BEE on FM 1024

Mon-Fri 0615-0645  BBC World Today

Sat 0615-0645  BBC Reporting Religion
Sun 0615-0645  BBC Agenda

Daily 2045-2115 BBC gkfnl ;

Daily 22452300  BBC gkfnl ;

Sun-Fri 0740-0800 Itg6f s7/f

Daily 0800-0830  8jnl

Daily 2000-2030  cfhsf s7f

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681

X: ++ 977-1- 530227

E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

epali artists are finding new
N outlets for their work.

Three young painters, Erina
‘Tamrakar, Pramila Bajracharya
and Sunila Bajracharya, are now
also designing wine bottle labels.
Their artworks now grace bottles
of Nepali-made wine of Canadian
vintage. Impressed by their
paintings at an exhibition in
February at the NAFA Art
Gallery, Canadian Consul Carla

At |

Hogan Rufelds bought work by
each of the thr men. The

N a bottle

attention, the trio were presented
an

artists assumed that their paint-
ings would simply hang ina quiet
corner of an expat residence.
Imagine their surprise, then, when
they were told that their paint-
ings would be used to sell wine.
“This is an honour for us, as well
asagreat promotional opportu-
nity,” says Erina.

As their work received more

witha

exhibition at the newly-opened
Kasthamandap Art Studio, which
combines the aesthetic pleasures
of an art gallery with sociable café
culture. “The gallery was opened
to help promote young artists. In
the coming days we also hope to
hold ind design

colleagues, this was a chance to As the number of
reach out to more people with art galleries increases
their art, take it out of the inthe Valley,
I ns of i
highbrow galleries. “Artists yetreturn to its.
that showing historic avatar asa

exhibitions,” says Ellen, a partner
in the studio. For Sunilaand her

their work in gallery cafés
diminishes its value,” says Sunila.
“But this kind of thing is com-
monplace abroad, and we support
the idea because the gallery is
trying to promote the new
generation of artists, enthusiasts
and art buyers.”

Inaddition, Erina conducts
art classes for beginner's, as well
as colloquia for more advanced
enthusiasts.

The show is on at the café
gallery until 30 October, and
displays 13 oil paintings, of which
three are already sold. Erina's
works are mainly based on the
everyday lives of women. Pramila
displays landscapes, and Sunila
focuses on semi-abstract faces. All
three women studied fine arts at
the Lalit Kala Campus.

city of art that
lives with the
people, rather
than remain the
reserve of only the
very wealthy. “It
isn'tas difficult to
be an artist today
asitused tobe,”
says Erina. “Of
course, many
challenges remain,
but Nepali artists
today have much
better opportuni-
ties.”

At
Studio 420590

ARTIST:

1rio

Trios

Hit the high notes this November with Yak and
Yeti's ‘Annual Music & Food Festival'. An
eveningof Jazz, Rock, R &B, Blues and Classical
music performed by three international bands.
from France, UK and Australia. I's an evening
of great music, culinary delights and high spiits.

Happening at the Garden.
Friday 1st November 2002, 6.30 pm onwards.

FRANCE:  Daniel Givone Trio - Gypsy & Swing J

Uk Astid Brook,Billy Page featuring Anno
02y Bayldon & Joan Coffey

s Rock & Soul

AUSTRALIA: fan Frrington, Jenata Richards,
Colin Krome & Rhonda Kaye
Rock, Blues &

In association with
AMTH (Assistance Medicale Toit du Monde)

lopmen).

Tickets: R. 1299/~ net per person (Inclusive of
all beverages and extensive buffet)

AYak & Vet Event

For more information and other
promotions visit our website:
www.yakandyeti.com
Or call Guest relations 248999 Extn: 2865

Glicts [P o swsxrs SPePs
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

he mass-murder of goats this Dasain, and their

consumption, did not leave much time for our

‘technocrats to get seriously down to the task of
rebuilding the nation. But | am confident that by the
latter part of this decade they should be able to do so.

Caught up in all the festivities, one important
anniversary slipped by largely unnoticed. It was the 20"
anniversary of the first ever use of an emoticon inan
email message in 1982:

Nuclear scientist #1: Wakey, wakey you lazy #8%81
Orangutan :-)

Nuclear scientist #2: Ha! Hal Hal Groovy!

Seewhat | mean? The beauty of the smiley
emoticon was that you could hurl the worst insults ever
invented, casting serious aspersions about your inter-
locutor's female ancestors, if any, and if you stuck a
little smiley at the end, all would be forgiven.

Theworld has moved on, of course. And the

LOVER BOY: asf?
LOVER BOY: galz, PM me
GOONDA: brb
GOONDA leaves room
CHOR: goonda's gone 2 loo
PINKY: no, goonda gone 2 PM
PINKY: mwahahahahaha
LOVER BOY: hey Yamraj you guy or gal?
YAMRAJ: lol
GEEK: The only way to address the greenhouse effect
is if America cuts carbon emissions by 5% of 1991
levels
PINKY: ok g2g
PINKY leaves room
LOVER BOY: au resenvoir, pinky ¢ u later
LOVER BOY: anyone stil here of the female species
GOONDA enters room
GOONDA: am back yar
YAMRAJ: ya im phemale
LOVER BOY: lets go PM
L

primitive BBS of ay to the our tars i
internet, and chat the qwerty keyboard.
rooms. | d f these chat tly, and We need to the vastarray of emotions
realised just how advanced the language of he internet and hormones that flow through these chats, and hereis
has by other I role. Wealso

about matters of vital importance to the future of the
world. Here isashort extract from one such chat room
‘which is open 24 hours of every solar day:

Enter LOVER BOY.
LOVER BOY: Hi quyz
GEEK: | really think ratifying the Kyoto Protocol is the
only way to prevent the unpredictable side-effects of
climate change.
GOONDA: Whadddiz? ur in wrong room, get out of
here.

CHOR enters room.
CHOR: That is like so totally uncool, man.
LOVER BOY: Hi galz.

YAMRAJ enters room.
YAMRAJ: Wtz kookin, guyz

p
need to move beyond smiley to other emoticons more
relevant to the times. Here is a sample:

Wild boar emerging through fog

Basebal pitcher blowing bubble gum

Mahatma Gandhi

Hare Krishna devotee snoring

#5%&(-{ Railway porter at Howrah Station

8- Sher Bahadur upon leaming that he just
got the sack

40 KP Bhattarai addressing press conference

while chewing paan

The new Minister of Women and Social

Welfare

Ex-minister appearing at CIAA hearing

Adolf Hitler on a bad hair day
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abita Lama may be small
and fragile, but she moves
mountains. Providing
health care in her native Humla
would intimidate anyone, but for
Babita, it just in a day's work. The
nearest functioning hospital from
Humla is on the Indian border, a
two-week walk over rugged
mountains. The child mortality
rate here is 300—three times the
national average. Babita
decided very early on that she
didn't want to be a famous doctor
in the capital, she wanted to
help the people in the village
where she was born
And it took a decade of
focussed work that allowed her to
fulfl her dream. When she started
out, with a one-room clinic in
Humla's Turpa village, there was
o shortage of patients: mostly
chidren with acue respiratory
infections and gastic disorders
In 1994, she set up the Nepal
Trust to manage community
activities in Humla. Today, there
are four Nepal Trust clinics which
are run jointly with the district
administration. School girls from
grade eight to ten volunteer in
the clinics and learn early basic
health tips. But finding educated
girls s difficult in Humla, so the
trust made a small compro-
mise—in their Limi clinic, a five-
day walk from Simikot, they also
train school boys
“If Id had somebody to guide
me, | would have studied public
health," says this mother-of-two
of her only regret. Babita is now
looking forward to handing over
her clinics to the volunteers she

L]
has trained. There
is one nagging worry.
the insurgency has
already pushed back the
rust's programme of
expansion by a year. But
she's not deterred. “All
you need is a sense of
purpose and commit-
ment,” she tels us.
“The rest wil follow” ¢
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