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“Bring the Maoists back to the table.”

US Ambassador

Michael Malinowski

isan old Nepal
hand, having first

Nepali Times: How do you reconcile Americais need
to support democracy on the one hand, with the
requirement that democracy may need to be shelved
1o bring things back on track?

Michael Malinowski: Democracy is resilient, flexible
enough to withstand dire threats like this insurgency.
But to function well, democracy needs structures like
parliament, elected public offcials, their accountabil-
ity, institutions that support the freedom that democ-

You were one of two envoys the king consulted
before he took over executive powers. What do you
make of the recent political developments?
‘The US and other countries are concerned about
politcal developments in Nepal, We are hoping that
the Nepali people can overcome this criis, that peace
can be restored. We support Nepal. We support a
continuation of the constitutional role, we support the.
continuation of multi-party democracy, we want to see
the people able to articulate their demands through an
organised system, and we expect that free and fair
elections will take place. There are three points here: a
constitutional role, continuing multi-party democracy
and full commitment to seeing elections happen.
What can be done to attain this? | think there are

together in a more concerted fashion to face the threat
from the Maoists. You know, the house is on fire and
people are stil worrying about who is going to sieep in
the master bedroom. We hope that people will rise
above their personal, poliical concerns for the good of
the country. That hasn't happened so far, though the
people are trying to make it work.

The second plank is to get to the resources for not
only the insurgency, but the process of development of
Nepal in general. Nepal has larger development
problems. We need to develop more effective pro-
grams to get o the grassrools problems. Things are
being done. Coupled with that, you need a betier
economic atmosphere to bring in employment. To
create jobs you need to have a government that better

served here In racy requires, free press, an honest bureaucracy,
1991. H k intellectual exchange. But what it comes down to at the

.He'spoke to  endis the poliical will of an individual—whether
Nepali Timesthis  indiiduals can work as voters, whether they are
week on a wide educated, whether the people they elect are account-

b able to the electorate. This can only be done by a

range of iSSUES.  couny's oun citzens. Tht s the cram hat i being
Excerpts: played out today.

Q. Should the plitca partes jointhe interim
nment?

Times

Totalvotes: 1,667

four major areas. Firstly, politcs. I's been frustrating that
the legal politcians have not been able to come

delivers goods and services, you need to have a
government that is not corrupt. o pé

Captain saved airport, but not himself

TOYA DAHAL in RUMJATAR

yall accounts, it was a grossly
B uneven fight. Two thousand

battle-hardened Maoists, some
armed with automatic SLRs and light
machine guns were attacking a force
of just 61 soldiers of the Royal Nepal
Army quarding Rumjatar airfield in
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flreflght, the Maoists retreated,
leaving at least 42 of their dead
comrades and carrying away dozens of
other dead and wouncded.

Credit for the defence of Rumjatar
goes to Captain Dinesh Thapa, 30,
who died in the fierce gun-battle.
Captain Thapa's preparation, his
ability to get advance intelligence of
the impending attack, and his solid

Captain Dinesh Thapa was killed in Rumjatar, but the

Maoists were unable to penetrate the defences he built.

soldiers under his command to
fighton.

Captain Thapawassingle, and
the son of veteran army colonel, Nar
Bahadur Thapa. He was abomn
soldier, often leading his units deep
into the surrounding mountains,
where they had their ears close to the
ground. Inan interview in the control
tower of Rumjatar airport just ten
days before his death, he told us:
“Ourarmy well-

hehad said.
“You can'tfight this war with
20,000 soldiers in such terrain,” he

Hej
wanted toimprove conditions for hls
men, and win the war. He felt his unit
had enoughweapﬂns and added: “Inthe
west,

Thapawas in the same air traffic
control tower where we had spoken. He
was in radio contact with the army base
uptheridgein Okhaldhunga and was

added, gesturing at:
towering over theairstrip. In the
interview, Thapa was surprisingly critical
of higher officers in the army who he
said didn’tvisit the frontlines often
enough. “This affects the morale of the
boys,” he said. “I go to the field very
chance | get, why can't they come down
" Ironically, Chief of

trained, and we can put down the
Maoists. But our numbers aresmall.” If
Captain Thapa had hisway, he would
incveasearmystrengm 10200,000, and
place unitsin everyvlllage “Unem-

Stowtoom: enchye KoshBhowe, Thmel, Shap o 245

ploy stability

Army Staff Pyar Jung Thapa visited
Rumjatar a day after the attack to pay
tribute to the bravery of Captain Thapa
and hismen.

\gahard time
not because oflack of resoumes but
because of carelessness.” And he seemed
determined not to allow a defeat
during hiswatch.

Asa Yeti Airlines Twin Otter
diverted from Lukla landed on the
runway below, Captain Thapawas
prophetic: “The Maoists will never be
able to take Rumjatar, however large
their numbers.” Just ten days after he
spoke these words, at 10:30 pm on 28

asking for The base was
telling him that two helicopters were on
their way from Kathmandu. He had just
left the tower and was running toa gun
position when he was felled by a
grenade. Army officials later said Captain
Thapa's defenceswere soimpregnable, the
attacking force couldn’teven crossthe
barbed wire fence surrounding the airport.
InKathmandu on Thursday, army
spokesman Colonel Deepak Gurung was
full of praise for the unit: “They were

Ocmbev h inforce

butthey were

Dingsh Tl in ciwies
and looked relaxed when he spoke to us
just after Dasain. There was no hint of

the trenches
andthe sandbag positions with auto-
‘matic fire and grenades.

kepton fighting
vallanlly even after Captain Thapa
waskilled.” ¢
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n the past two years, everything we as Nepalis have accomplished and

taken pride in has been systematically dismantled. In fact, if we were

conspiracy-minded we would say that it seems to be that someone is
slowly, and systematically, killing our nation.

Yes, a lot of things went wrong after 1990. Our politicians were corrupt and
feckless, they forgot about governance and ravaged the country. But even die-
hard cynics will admit that there had been progress. So, how come the Maoists
have targetted these few areas where there had been advances in develop-
ment, in infrastructure and in the evolution of the institutions of democracy?

The Maoists said they will leave tourists alone, but the insurgency they
unleashed has devastated tourism. Hundreds of thousands have lost their
livelihood, and have been forced to migrate abroad to work. Arrivals have
plummeted, with serious consequences for the economy. Lately, armed
bandits known as khaobadis have started extorting and robbing tourists in
the name of revolution. Nepal's eco-tourism projects which had won
worldwide acclaim are in deep trouble, national parks and nature
sanctuaries are being encroached by smugglers and poachers.

Nepal was the first country in the region to open up energy generation to
foreign joint ventures. For the first time in our history, we have surplus
hydropower generation capacity. Nepal's success story in micro-hydro
development, building investment and technical capacity at the grassroots
for power generation has been recognised as a model for developing
countries. Small plants have been targetted for
bombings, medium-scale plants specifically designed for rural electrifica-
tion like Jhimruk, Andhikhola have been put out of action, and for the first
time hydropower plants built with foreign investment have been hit. Who is
it that wants to sabotage the one sector besides tourism that has the
potential to turn our economy around?

Then take telecommunications. We had one of the best phone networks in
the region six years ago, and this was a vital achievement for a mountainous
country with few roads. Half the villages in this country had phones, and if
things had gone according to plan three-fourths would have been wired by
now. By picking off one microwave relay station after another, the Maoists
have set us back ten years. One-third of the 75 districts in the country today
do not have phones.

We had other success stories: our community forestry programme took 20
years to build with painstaking legislative changes, advocacy campaigns and
local awareness-building. It has increased forest cover in the midhills, and
agro-forestry has made farmers self-sufficient in fuelwood, fodder and
food. Nepal's small farmers' projects with their dit
component may not be as famous as Bangladesh’s Grameen Bank, but
they are every bit as effective.

All this progress in grassroots development has been made possible
because local governance structures could be put into place through political
devolution legislated by the Local Self-governance Act. For the first time in our
nation’s history, grassroots democracy had given Nepalis control over their
own destiny. It is not by chance that the Maoists have taken apart this
network. By destroying two-thirds of all village councils, killing hundreds of
elected local leaders, they have wrecked precisely that aspect of democ-
racy that was working.

Since 1990, our national-level political leaders tarnished me image of |he
judiciary, police and the civil service with corruption and

STATE OF THE STATE

had known Major Mohan Khatri

for nearly two years, but I can't

claim that | was close enough to be
afriend. We knew each other, but the
bond hadn't deepened with either
shared interests or sharing of ideas
and opinions over a period. The late
Major Khatri wasn't related to me
through blood, business, social
assoclatlon orold school ties. Perhaps

the two institutions which had so far remained intact: the monarchy and me
Royal Nepal Army have also been dragged into controversy. The last
remaining symbol of our unity is now just another political force. And our
militarys reputation is also frayed.

Could all of this have happened by chance? If not, who was responsible? Is.
there, as Girja Koirala has been saying, a “grand design™? Whose design?

We know who is responsible: we are. There is no point looking for ghosts
and scapegoats. We are all collectively responsible for letting things slide. We
are all guilty of standing aside, being cynical, fatalistic and only bemoaning how
bad things are. It is we who have the responsibility to set things right, and we
can all start by being a little less cynical ourselves, being less divisive, and
mustering greater unity of purpose. For starters, it requires all of us individually
to be more honest, efficient, committed and positive.

I canclaim
with hII11 was our endeavour to be
“concerned citizens” in our own ways.

The Major, for that's what we all
called him even though he had
retired from the army seven years ago,
ranatourist resort. He had so much
self-confidence that he never felt the
need to show it. He believed that
future leaders of national institutions
badly needed some hard training in
team building and risk-taking.
Perhaps it was his faith in the future
of our country that made me respect
him so much when he was alive. And
forced me to grieve when he was
mercilessly murdered by Maoists
during Dasain.

Inamacabre sense, it is comfort-
ing that death of single person can
still make you weep. The daily death
tollannounced over the media has
numbed our senses, and we tend to
blank out when the statistics come
outin the evening news. But when
it'saname, it hits you. And when it's
aname you know and admire, it
shocks.

Allkinds of deaths have become
routine over last seven years. When
the government repeatedly failed to
protect the life and liberty of its
citizen, and Maoist mayhem spread

almost all over the country, our
confidence in the ability of the
government died aslow, painful,
death. The sanctity of monarchy
suffered a severe blow on 1 June,
2001,

Sher Bahadur Deuba killed our

by CK LAL

moaning helplessness serves no
purpose at all. The media must raise
hopes during the time of despair.”
It's easier said than done, no doubt,
but perhaps the importance of that
suggestion is even more in the
enveloping darkness.

faithin
22 May, 2002 by his mldmght
dissolution of the lower house of the
parliament. And then another

g their
violent campaign. The political
parties are back to their favourite
game of word-wars. The economy

midnight on Friday
the Fourth last month, this time from
the king himself, declared

the passing away of the sovereignty
of the people.

Mahakal, the deity of death and
destruction, is performing his
Tandavain Nepal without bothering
to take abreak.

But there was always the hope
that the destruction will stop some
day, and aspurt in creativity will
begin soon after. In many ways,
Major Khatri was one of the symbols
of such hope. He was a person who
dared to light a lamp rather than
continue with the pointless game of
cursing the darkness. Itis this
realisation that makes Mohan Khatri's
passing away even more painful.
There is no tragedy bigger than the
death of hope, and the demise of
dreams i the worst fate that can
befall asociety.

Major Khatri, were he alive,
would have respectfully, but
strongly, disagreed with sucha
suggestion. He was a doer, believing
in tackling fate rather than taking it
lying down. Mourning was not his
style, at least not public mourning. |
can almost hear his reproach, “Be-

trauma. Donors, as
usual, sit on the sidelines passing
sanctimonious judgement. How
deep do we have to sink before
hitting the bottom and coming back
to our senses? There is a frightening
realisation as we hurtle into the
unknown: nothing has changed
since 4 October.

Voltaire said: “I fear that in this
world one is reduced to being either
hammer or anvil, lucky the man
who escapes these alternatives!” |
shall light a lamp in the memory of
Major Khatri this Tihar—in
‘memory of his faith, with reverence
for his courage, but most of all, in
celebration of the hopes that he had
for this country. Dreams die, but at
festival time we are reminded of
their inescapable rebirth.
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ne thing we have come to lear about
O ‘the Maoists is that despite their

doctrinaire approach, the leadership
appears to make dramatic shifts in its.
demands depending on the evolving
political situation.

Forinstance, ayear-and-half after
vilifying King Gyanendra, hurling insults,
calling him “fascist”, and even refusing to
use his correct surname, Maoist supremo
Prachanda has suddenly changed his tune.
For the first time, he has indirectly accepted
the role of the monarch by asking for a
roundtable mesting with him and the
political parties. The details of such tri-
partite talks were not spelled out, but the
statement created ripples in political circles
inKathmandu.

This, of course, is nothing new. True to
the adage that there are no permanent
friends or enemies in politics, the Maoists
had earlier cosied up to political figures that
‘they used to pour scorn on. And people like
Girija Koirala have been in the past only too
happy to reciprocate: Koirala wasa sworn
enemy of the Maoists while in power, but
has been playing footsie with them when
out. He has not hesitated to flex some
republican feathers after the palace became
friendly with his nemesis, Sher Bahadur
Deuba. And when the king ended up
sacking Deuba, the conspiracy-minded
Koirala has been shouting about a “grand
design”. Koirala had been led to believe by
his contacts i the rebel movement that the
Maoists would never talk to the monarchy.
Prachanda's statement

Something

We have to start somewhere to seek a way out of this.

‘made a blunder by denouncing him and
refusing to accept him as king for the past
year-and-half.

“Our door for talks and dialogue is
openfora positive and progressive
political solution,” Prachanda said in his

‘there was no place for a constitutional
monarchy. And he laid out his not-so-

gives

increasing pressure from India, and alsoa

by PUSKAR GAUTAM

Europe and the United States. Human
i the pro-Maoist

fear that
the palace and the Indians and this
could sideline them in any future
govemance structure.

P
roadshow in major European cities starting
next week are expected to increase doubts in
donor capitals about supplying expensive

Sofar, the Maoists
the shots. They hold a large part of the
countryside under their sway, there has
really been no reason for them to negotiate,
or be moderate. This had forced the

countries. By offering an olive branch now,
the Maoists are hoping to sow more doubt
and delay delivery.

The biggest failure in all this has been

government and
respond to their initiatives. Now, sud-
denly, there is someone decisive in

the role of They should
have been trying to bring the two forces
Iha! they think are aclmg extra -constitution-

issetting e Maoists—
being proactive, wuhm the cnnsmunona\ mamstream But
i in their own petty
driving awedge between the political games, and are not playmg aproactive role

parties and the monarchy, and try to isolate
both from public support. Prachanda, by
inviting the king directly to (he table, has

asacementing force
The Chand government has said it is
waiting fora response to his offer for talks.

alsothrown
into confusion about their next move.
g

Well, the respc here. How is he
gomg toreact? The prime. minister could

for rebels, and lurma\ly

that they had achieved
‘with the army, and they were poised to go
ona“strategic offensive”. Since then, they
have suffered several reversals, including
the last one in Okhaldhunga. But the royal
‘move of 4 October their

meeting. This would pull the rug from
underneath the political parties

At the table, the main subject will have
tobe the formation of a constituent

assembly under

thatthesis,
So,is Prachanda right or s Baburam?
Orboth? Are Maoist tactics just keeping

enough to use the political path asa
parallel strategy.
The Maoists also appear to be prepar-

on his face. It is also an insult to the Chand
government,

, butin
he

pacewith g political

by going straight to the king.

‘Tobesure, Prachanda’s 25 October
statement doesn't suddenly make the
Mzoists monrchists.But ths tcit
fundamen-

added: “there i i decisi
and historic struggle if suppression
continues.”

The part that is more difficult to
explain is that on 15 October, Baburam

pi
4 October, and they have no
real fixed position?

Since last year, the Maoist divide-and-
rule strategy has been to try to convince: the

h to take their struggle toa
nationalistic level in case the Indian

monarchy, parliamentary democracy, a
meaningful ceasefire and safeguarding
of civic rights.

The road ahead will not be easy. We
can expect strong disagreement between the

upport for
overt. For this they wil try to invoke
patriotism lrom the political parties to

politicalpartes hat i they

oppose India is by

political ith in the Maoist
movement between hardline and moderates
over republicanism, and also about whether
the “peoples liberation army should be

acceptinga they

I dep: their
must be seen as positive. It was true King

h in the internet edition of the
Maoist mouthpiece, Jana Awaj. Bhattarci

Theonly
question is:is thlsmsttacllcs orisita
strategy for asoft landing?

o
Indian territory for
training and supplies
‘The Prachanda tatement could also be

be
aregression to’ violence. But we have tostart
somewhere.

Gyanendra had a public relations problem i thata country like Nepal could either One of the reasons for the discernible aploy to further delay the promised (Readers can send feedback to
after 1.June 2001, but the Maoists had have an absolute monarchy or a republic, softening of the Maoist approach could be ~ military hardware for the army from puskar21@yahoo.corm.)
LETTERS
Man]ushveeThapahasheen Industry, C d Suppl

SHRISHA KARKI
Thank i

Jl Thapa for
her article “Putting the media on
trial” (#116). It mae me under-
stand the reality of the whole

il on the head" lately.

I wam to very much thank her on
the one hand for presenting us for
Dasain with Laxmi Prasad

event. Devkota's superb poem ‘De-

| was devastated by Shrisha  ranged' (#115) and on the other
Karki's suicide. One canimagine  for her comment on the deplorable
the trauma and sexual harass- incident around Shrisha Karki in

ment this young girl must have
undergone to choose such a
serious act to end her life. She
must have spent days in
depression and gloom. Again it
is so ridiculous that the so-called
professionals in the media who
published those pictures did not

S0 many bogus sub-standard
papers are mushrooming in the
capital, which prod into people's.
private lives in an embarrassing
and degrading manner, Journal-
ism is supposed to be a respect-
able profession. Those who do
not know their codes of practice
or journalistic ethics are unfit to
be in the business. And another
woman, instead of giving
support to a woman in distress,
has forgotten her duties and has
bowed down to greed to
blackmail an innocent soul. All
the people involved should be
brought to trial so that Shrisha’s
soul can rest in peace.

Dr Arati Thapa Hamal

Wakefield, UK

He built the resort literally with
his bare hands and he ran it with
a personalised touch, His food
‘was superb, hospitality without a
blemish and the rooms were very

your last number (#116). On the
latter, | was hoping that someone
would openly approach the issue
in the way she did and put the
blurred facts that lurk behind in
clear focus. She did it outstand-
ingly. Hopefully we all could learn
from the tragedy to prevent

know privacy laws. No wonder  another.

Karin Eichelkraut, Patan

MOHAN KHATRI

Iwould like to add my tribute to
what Kunda Dixit and Daniel Lak
had to say in the last issue about
the gruesome murder of ex-Major
Mohan Khatriin Mude (‘The
wllagers suppon keeps me

of feeling.

clean, cosy with all the needed

selves. They are inhuman,
irrational and do not have a shred

Reading Kunda Dixit's tribute to
Mohan Khatri brought tears to
our eyes. We didn't know the late
major, but the article in your
online edition brought him and his
work alive to us, and we are
outraged at his murderers. We
want to tell them: you are
cowards for killing a defence-
less, seffless social worker. Is
this the meaning of your revolu-
tion, when you kill someone who
actually understood your cause
better than your “class en-
emies"? Reading the wise words
Mohan Khatri wrote to his friend
before he died that are quoted in
the article, we felt nothing but
sorrow for our Mother Nepal
which has lost a devoted son,
and nothing but anger at the anti-
nationalists who perpetrated this
crime. We want to tell the leaders
of the people who killed Mohan
Khatri: one day, comrades, you

will pay for this.

Dilip, Govind, Rajat,
Sujan, Shristi

did forthe community by buiding  amenites, Ifsuch innocent and Nepali students in India  (NOC) s considering a hike in CORRECTION

schools and hospitals, he was hardworking people are the the price of petroleum products In Dynasty (#116) one of the
hard working and always tried to  targets of Maoists, then they Nepal is going back 100 years. to check cross-border smug- references to Rana Udip Singh
be a perfectionist. should be ashamed of them- And the only blame for this goes gling, | am tempted to offer my wrongly identified him as Jung

Dr Amrit KC
Bishalnagar

p y
in 1990, and as a Nepali citizen |

want to ask politicians what you
have given to the country and its
citizens for last 12 years. | have

issuing gas station licenses
indiscriminately to everyone
who could bribe them or show
an approach to higher officials.

to this situation is 12 years of the
muttiparty system and the politcal
leaders who stewarded it.
(‘Common sense in uncommon
times", #116). | took part in the

the answer: only fear, corrup-
tion, no security, no education,
no health. So, itis now time to do
something for the country and
the nation. Why blame the king
and the monarchy? The king
wasn't running the country since
1990, you were. So, if you really
feel responsible for the future of
the country (as you should) then
o hand-in-hand with the king
and come up with a conclusion
that may help rebuild the country
and restore peace. Sri
Pashupatinath le sabai lai sat
budhi diyos.

Purushotam Bhattarai

Dillibazar, Ghattekula

This practice started after
democracy. The result is that
there are more gas stations than
are necessary for the Nepali
market. The new gas stations
could not get enough business
to:see areturn on their invest-
ment. Gas stations bordering
India have a good opportunity to
sell their products in India. This.
brought more profit than selling
gas in Nepal itself. The open
Indo-Nepal border is a draw-
back, and customs officials on
both sides are no deterrence.
NOC and the ministry should
immediately regulate the
licenses, and privatise the import
of petroleum products. What we
need from the ministry and the
NOC now is commitments, not

GAS PROBLEMS
After reading your editorial

(#112)and arecentnews tem  Pravesh Saria, Chicago, USA

thatthe Nepal Oil Corporation,

suggestions, since | used to
own a gas station in Jhapa.

A price hike is not the only
solution to this crisis. The major
fault started with the Ministry of

Bahadur's son; he was his
brother. And Chandra
Shumshere’s reign was
actually 29 years. - Ed.
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“The house Is on fire, and they are arguing about  who should sleep  In the master bedroom...”

from Sppl.

We applaud the recent anti-
corruption effort. We hope that it is
done according to the law, that it is
non-partisan in nature. If people
abuse the public trust they should
be held accountable. This is not
passing judgement on any of the
personaliies involved, but the
system should sort that out.

“The third is on the Security
side, and a lot of the above cannot
be done because of the security
situation. The security forces have
to become better at what they are
doing. The object is not to kil
people, but to bring them to the
negotiating table, bring them back
into the system. | am happy to say
that the US s involved now in

trying to help the
military and security
forces to get better
To get better
also means things
like civic action.

The fourth plank is interna-
tional and regional support.
Neighbouring countries have an
obvious ole to play. There is a
porous border with India, it has
expressed concerns about the
situation here. Certainly they have
a very positive role to play in this.

“This is not going to be easy, it

can't happen unless Nepalis
themselves do it. Outsiders can,

but at the end of the day it's
Nepalis who have to be in charge
of their own future.

You have publicly equated
Nepalis Maoists with other
militant groups ke the Senderos
in Peru and the Khmer Rouge. But
does this insurgency actually fit
into the global US war against
terror?

The terrorists today are driven by a
lot of reasons—religious, sectarian,
ethnic, philosophical. This group
here, the so-called Maoists, are
driven by the philosophy of ultra-
left extremist Marxism coupled with
a willingness to take individual
lives, to use innocent victims, to
destroy infrastructure in an effort to
get their goal which, after all, is

o, the link between so-called
Magist groups and other terrorist
groups is the equation of tactics,
the use of violence, and the goal is
to attain power. Tactics used are the
same. They admire the Sendero
Luminoso and the Khmer Rouge,
one of the most horrific examples
of the 20" century of violence
against humanity.

Now, how does tis fit into our
worldwide campaign? We abhor all
types of terrrist acts. The world has
no place for such tactics in the 21%

century. The arrogance of the
people for this type of terrorism is
fairly unjustfiable. People who
think they have the right to impose
ther will through violent methods.
There is no place in civilised
society for that. So, the United
States recognises that and it is part
of our overall action against
terrorism, terrorist movements. We
are concerned about develop-
ments in Nepal and we are actively
engaged with the government and
the peaple of Nepal to try to
terminate this insurrection.

The goal of the US, the goal
of Nepal, the goal of allfriendly
countries, is not to kill Maoists.
They are all Nepali. The goal is
to bring them back to the negotiat-
ing table.

Your government has committed
support to the Nepal government
to fight the Maoists. But there is
concern in some quarters about
the delay in that assistance.
What is holding things up?

Late last year, the US government
undertook a policy review on our
relations with Nepal. It determined
that the US would help the
government of Nepal face this
violent terrorist, so-called Maoist,
insurgency. And there would also
be economic assistance designed

10 go to the root of insurgency,
and also to help form a secury
shield so the goverment would
be able to better fulfl its primary
requirement. The primary
requirement of any government is
to protect its citizens.

Since that decision was
made, we are developing new
programs of assistance. This is in
addition to our regular programs,
and they are specifically de-
signed to help end the insur-
gency, to bring the Maoists back
into the system.

I'am happy to report that the
USAID budget, which was about
$24 millon last year has been
kicked up this year, to about $34
million. Most of the new funding
is for things that have relevance
in getting into the root causes of
violence and the insurgency. Al
programs that other countries,
other donors do are, of course,
done in conjunction with the
government of Nepal. On the
development side, we have the
resources and are studying
programs to bring goods and
senvices to areas that may have
been neglected before, basically
to show that democracy and the
government can deliver.

On the secury side, e have
been able to cobble together

significant funding, and basi-
cally there is $17 million this
year to be used on the security
side. This money will be spent in
conjunction with the government
of Nepal, the Royal Nepal Army
and other security forces here. It
will consist of a multfaceted
package that vill include
equipment, supplies and
raining. The training will
include a number of things
obviously for counter-insurgency.
Also it would include things like
civic-miltary relations, public
relations, human rights. We have
already done programs with both
the military and the police on
human rights. So there would be
a wide range of effors. | am
happy to report that we will not
be the only ones doing this,
there would be other countres as
well. | would call on other
countries, friends of Nepal, to
bring in the programs they
already have to address these
counter-insurgency efforts. Some
countries can offer help on the
development side, some
countries might be able to help
on the security side. But rather
than criiise Nepalis and the
goverment of Nepal, we would
ask the donors to bring some-
thing to the table.

T

pulation. Nothing new there then. But

THERE

by DANIEL LAK

Bandh surreal

things got steadily morestrange as time went by.
Justafter lunch, the driver announced that
therewasa Banke-Barcliyabandh and that he
‘wouldn't be taking us back to Nepalganj from
Ghorahi. He could not be persuaded with threats,
‘money or reason. Aswe know, very littlestopsa
Nepali from observing abandh, and our driver was,
‘well, everyman personified. Just down the road

fromD:

highway. Then it got serious. No more condom jokes. A crowd

toodat

A bandh observed is a bandh
indeed, even if on the wrong day.

Ourpiatcl 4
policeman said, “I can’t advise you to go or stay, it'sup to
you.” He muttered about cars on fire further down. Odd
young men whispered “don’t go, it's dangerous”, and

“they'll target you, not the khaire”. | shoved one of them

boys. We'd passed the site of the alleged burning car by then, and it

remained alleged. A figment, a e,
T g

away semi-violently. Just then a truck
pronounced the road ahead “clear, no problem”. So off we

i p
| Batika. The APF surely

our ip

Tuvborgsatv h

the bandh, doing their duty.

though, adifferent breed of jeep jockey, pockets lurched in convoy with other brave souls. The driver was
jangling with coinsand keys, racy wire-rimmed allfor going; his lackeys nibbled their nails nervously.
glasses, two flunkies in tow. He would brave the atspeed, and the jeep i
bandh, hesaid, for Rs 4,000—twice the usual daily lopsidedly like a one-legged kangaroo, an odd howling
rate. Sold. i the front left-hand side. Our man di
Weroared offinacloud of bravado and dust. At
thefirst police checkpoint, enter the surreal. The
police sat at a table below a banner that read National
Condom Day. Inflated latex r, balloons bounced in
the breeze. Through the window, we received four
packaged condoms each and—I kid you not—a
brochurewith colour photographs—very detailed,
graphic photographs—explaining how touse them. |
remembered the apocryphal tale from Indiiaof the.

Well, unless the APF is about to defend the country’s honour in a volleyball
‘tournament, no, no, they were not on duty. A Saturday afternoon, pre-
alcohol, lassitude lay over the camp, and the white ball bounded back and
forth with vigour. We told the lone cop on the road that there were no
burning cars, no signs of trouble.

Rumbling into Nepalganj, the setting sun a deep crimson towards
Kailali, we looked forward to a hero’s welcome at the hotel. The bored
desk clerk looked up and flashed a “namaste” before informing us that
the rumour of the bandh had been false. “It's tomorrow,” he said, “the
whole tarai belt.” Our spirits and egos sank; false courage spent for
nought. But then | realised. A bandh observed is a bandh indeed,
whether 24 hours early or not. This country is in the grip of a surreal

i the authoriti doing little or nothing

To stop was to cease being a moving target. Finally, we
had to shudder toa halt and we discovered massive
mechanical trauma. A broken shock absorber, a
fractured leaf spring and a front bumper intent on
shaving the rubber from our tires. The driver grabbed a
‘metal bar, bashed one part, pried another, and sang
bhajansto a third. We rolled away more smoothly,
only to have the engi kout as W
tried to pass the bravest bus on the road, the only
bus.

fe

meaningful about it.
I nominate my rakish driver from Dang for Home Minister, Police

Chief, captain of the national volleyball team. Strange times demand

creative thinking. ¢

bThat ‘too was fixed at astill open petrol pump
where, for once, the locals didn't try to scare our

give;x tothem by government workers too prudish to
explain where they went.

You have mentioned human
rights violations by the Maoists.
But there is also concern about
violations by the security
forces. Is this in any way
affecting the level of miltary
assistance?

We have good rapport with the
government and security forces to
combat human rights abuses
They understand the need to
address this concem. It is not only
a moral thing to do, but it is a
smart thing to do. You don't gain
intelligence from someone who s
dead. It is a huge mistake to use
tactics that make more enemies.
than friends. These things are
hard to do. It comes down to
people in the field who may be
scared or angry, who are humans
after all. Nevertheless when
human rights are violated, people
have a responsibilty, nations
have a responsibity to address
that situation,

On the Maoists’ side, other
countries, institutions, NGOs,
international groups who monitor
human rights, have an important

Tole to play. The human rights
abuses of Maoists were being
ignored way 0o long. Now that is.
changing, as the true nature of
their movement is being un-
veiled.

You took part in the Nepal donor
contact group meeting here.
three weeks ago. Was there a
consensus on support for
Nepal?

We thank the goverment of the
United Kingdom for putting things
together. This was a follow-up to
the London meeting. The
countries represented there
ranged from Nepal’s neighbours,
traditional donors, international
organisations. Al of them
recognised that Nepal was in crisis
and these friendly nations and
institutions had a responsibily to
help Nepal. Certinly the
statement that came out con-
demning the Maoist insurgency
tactics was strong and clear. Nepal
is in this situation today because
of this insurgency.

How much co-ordination is there
between Washington and New
Delhi on events here?

We have a very good dialogue
with India on a variety of issues.
Certainly, Nepal has been and
should be one of the subjects of
dialogue as it is  friend of both
countries. Everybody wants to see
peace return here.

But some people in Europe and
the United States are arguing
that providing military assist-
ance to one of the worldis
poorest countries will just
prolong the conflct, and
impoverish it further.

They should visit the Teaching

Hospital, or Bir Hospital, where
the victims of Maoist insurgency
come in. They should look at the
type of injuries people have
been subjected to. The bottom-
line is, people, society, come
together to form a government
for self-protection. The so-called
Maost insurgency has deliber-
ately used tactics to target
innocent people, to target socia,
educational, developmental
institutions. Any state has not
only the right but also the
responsibilty to defend itself, it
hes a right to ask friendly
governments for help in defend-
ing itself. This is what Nepal is
doing, and this is what we are
responding to

What lessons can we learn from
the tragedies in Cambodia and
Afghanistan?

Both Cambodian and Afghani-
stan have relevance here, in
terms of what might happen. In
Cambodia the movement was
conducted by people who read
the same books as Nepal's
Maosts, and they had over three-
and-a-half million people dead
in a very short time. National
genocide, focused by the same
politcal arguments that these
Maosts use. The result s that the
international community is now
spending massive amounts of
money in Cambodia to rebuild. It
is not only a question of money,
itis the question of human costs.
How many people killed, how
many people brutalised, how
much infrastructure has to be put
back together, how many lives
have had to be healed. We don't
wan 1o see that happen in

Nepal. We have already seen
element of that in tems of the

sethacks in development brought
by the Maoists and in tems of
the brutalisation of many of the
victims, including the Macists
themselves. Their callous use of
children, 14, 15, 16 years old.
Their leaders bear the responsi-
bilty for this.

And, on the Afghanistan side
we have seen a situation where
anarchy has allowed groups of
mischief-makers to come in. The
word doesnt want to see that
happen in Nepal, where anarchy
could land new birds here whose
st were broken in Afghanistan.
S0 both of those frightening
analogies present lessons why the
world should help Nepal meet
this challenge.

You were first posted to Nepal
after the democratic transition
of 1990, and today there is a
different kind of transition going
on. How have things changed,
what has remained the same?
1 came in the summer of 1991,
after the political change and the
formation of the new government.
There was a need to consolidate
democracy working with the
poliical figures, the new govern-
ment and new institutions. At the
same time, there was also the
need to consolidate the economy
and bring out new econormic
policies.

To be honest, we felt that
expectations were extremely
high. A lot of people thought that
the new system would have a

measurable impact on their lives.
Overal there were great expecta-
tions that democracy would solve
things, which were not met. Then
people started questioning the
institutions. | think the massacre at
the royal palace was another body
blow to the psyche of the state, as
well as the people of Nepal.

On the other hand, Maoists
are indulging in attacking

innocent people and the huge
level of violence has prompted
people to ask questions about the
relevance of these institutions.
So, the challenge of 1991 and
2002 remains in a sense the
same: how do you make democ-
racy work and how do you provide
for socio-economic development
for the rapidly growing number of
people of Nepal.
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by PUSKAR BHUSAI

~ Yesterday once more

Politically for Nepal, it is the 1950s all over again

eecsesscessesssessesssessesscesssessesscessssssesne

the

parties, leaders were asked to join
‘the cabinet in their personal

reorganise the army, palace

movement
civil liberty, independent |ud|c|ar\/,

tariat
provoked the wrath of the royals.

capaci
rejected. While the parties were

inflation. MP's government was

sacked in November 1957. By this

sy voteona time, the Nepali Congress, Rastriya
minimum programme, MP was budget grant and resigned. After a Congress and the communists were
Wil pell of direct rule, the king demanding an election to the
‘the backing of the Rastriya Praja ppointed. yaaspi on constituent:
Party he had recently founded. 27 January, 1956. MP'sdecisionto  Praja Parishad stood in favour of a
fter the party the  oust. fom

Kathmandu municipal board
election, the Nepali Congress,

Ministry but retain him as minister
without portfolio had bolstered his

After
concluding that the palace was in
no mood for a constituent assem-

‘Tanka Prasad Acharya’s Praja standing. His joining hands with bly, the Nepali Congress national
Parishad and Di

Rastriya Congressformed a United Font anelection for anew g

Democratic L by lifting was vital to remove the reactionar-
questioning the legitimacy of MP's lha( ban.) Acharya, whose pleasfor  ies that stood between the king and
government. Tl pr had in the cabinet wer

another card up his sleeves. He
approached each party in the
League separately with offers for
sharing power. The Nepali Congress

rebuffed by the palace, stepped

After another spell of direct

downon13.

year.
KI Singh's appointment as

took the bait:
‘names. MP promptly withdrew his
offer. The result: the Kangresis were

premier
realignment of forces. None of the.
parties were willing to join his

royal rule,

Subarna Sumshere to hold the
elections the following year. The
Nepali Congress won 74 of the 109
Lower House seats. The restis
history, tragedy, geo-¢ strategy or

nenher W\(h the League nor the team. Tt ) , Nepali whatever yi
C ongress longas you
ith the vapours of the C Meanwhile, an MP reslgned on17 February, formed a Democratic Frontand wanttrying to figure outwho has
W political fluidity of the linein the cabinet. This compli- ecial the head ofa They stepped into whose shoes today.
i us ated I Act that vested ttional couldn’tagy it T good, especially

again, itwould be n order to dip
deeper into those turbulent years.
The seeds of instability built into
the 1950 Delhi Compromise took
little time in sprouting. The
Kangresis' acceptance of the cease-
fire was a clear recognition of the
power of the other two parties, the

Afellow Kangresi minister
advised a distraught BP Koirala that
he could become premier of anall-

quittheR:

gveatev political powers in the

Predlclab\y Kangresis and their

“The Nepali Congress, riled by (he
ostracism, and the communists,
under ban, refused to accept: Ihe

assembly or parliament. The

£l y
president Surya Bahadur Thapa

the three

i

commoner government f the pany allles began wammg oimreats to legitimacy of

i 1, but 106-member advisory assembly set
heeded that counsel, pavlng Ihe way squabbling to do p
for Matrika Prasad Koirala's rise. it. Deteriorati

The Kangresi minister retained his

becoming aformal
pan of the alliance. The elections
scheduled for October 1958 were

2y
Prime Minister Lokendra Bahadur

and order triggered by labour and

increasingly assertive. MP sought to

sell-out

palace and the Ranas. To shield job. Internal bickering ledto MP's  agrarian umesl amongother things,  fortify his domestic flank bytrylng
i a i pali Congress  led the palace t the toforma
andfile, ion as he government. Si y  butfailed. The NepallCongress

Chand. More apocalyptic, though,
party

February. The royal
did not specify whe(hertheywere
mbly or

of the Sher Bahadur Deuba
government

tobe for
parliament. K1 Singh’ seﬂorls to

option. ¢
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Of course there’s politics in the Shrisha Karki "
case, but there’s also the question of journalistic ethics.

Karki's suicide, Jana Aastha's editor

Kishore Shrestha s still at large. He
has been charged with murder for causing
her death by publishing a nude photograph

T hree weeks after actress Shrisha

arge

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

ECONOMY
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ofherinhis, paperon9 October. . inacaraccident, y ,in saidthat acon-
Shrestha claims, now, that he is st . @ spiracy i list's mistake to
suffering poitca persecution n this ase. i ariss, and conveyed aveled threatto — opp hisznti- i
Speaking ron them: “A e pporinga'gend  Thefimartss decision toappeal
radiostation in Poknara on October 25, e engeging i apolitics of designt berties directly tothe kingiin this case has ot
acuuse the fimartitieading the @M theyareafad tht ituresoftemselves foreven i icions of their
“ might b i
justasin Panchayat times Narayan Man P
Karna Hyoju. He aid that he did not ; " i Shresta el th
blackmail Karki and he reg death.  4osinsthim. isati on this case. Former
onp12)But for thestory that TheNepal  SublnspectorofPolce Udcay Bhanderi hes ak
Noted Press C itor for
jomen’ hanta Thapaliya and has de- tothe BBC Nepal Service from London. case? Isn't there always?
is representing these cases. Tekir Still, the central issue is not politics, it
° s, between Rs8,000 hrestha
matter. avenues C“ irperson Haril litical martyr when he is accused
inPanchayat ti for tobe formed on he 10rmb\y louk her nude  of having hounded awoman to death. As
i ‘Namita the mater, The Feck f Nepalese der to scare her journalist Gunaraj Luitel has written, he has
and Sunita’ scandal from prostitution, Hedld not blackmail the now sullied his earlier admirable contribu-
it li offera; i actress; it hesaid, to tions. His politics cannot exonerate the
istpolitburo  will take acti isthim and oth I the film industry. criminality of his actions now.
member Kr i i inthis case. Yet the Speaking to Kantipur, Kathmandu's Speaking to aradio station in Pokhara,
b F instthe  DIG Amar Si i “Iwill not come out to
0. 3 attacking Jana Aastha's claims: “Thisisthe product ofa criminal normalise an irregular process. | will remain
the office, for opting for minc- istryingt for afew daysyet.
film artists’ motives: why, ask journalists, are protestwhen i conceal trylalklr\g big.” Heis, of course, not underground.

these film artists so upset at Karki's death
when they refused to join the widespread

and for trying to discredit the entire media.
Speakmg atthe Reporter's Club, the

Taranath Dahal has

et thefac emains tht neither
Bhandari nor Shrestha h
hended. Is there politics involved mlhls

Undergroundis what political activists can
b b :

e.
heisatlarge. ¢

Fedex it

An alliance Delween Federal Express and
Everest de Cargo last week heralded the launch
of an outbound service for documents and
packages from Nepal to the world. The company
announced “significant improvements” in ts
inbound services into Nepal. Hamdi Osmani,
Fedex's regional vice president for the subconi-
nentand the Middle East said: “Our aim is to get

g
E of the Nepal-India Trade
Treaty, Nepali manufacturers
say that although they still face
hassles the bigger problem is to

New trade winds

- Indo-Nepal trade is becoming more hassle-free,
as both sides try to remove bottlenecks.

sesscessesscessssssessesssessesssesssens

affecting Nepali tvaders quarantine

even closer to the customers who require high-quality,
express transportation services."
Fedex is eyeing Nepal's carpets, garments and handicraft exports

already addressed a number of

sessscscss

imports. “While Nepal accepts self
certification from Japanese and
Korean aLitomobile manufacturers,

as well as the business of commercial outfits and
projects. Everest de Cargo was formed in 1984 and is now a leading
market player in Nepal and is a member of the Everest group of
companies.

Darjeeling tea patent

India is preparing the paperwork to patent Darjeeling tea so that
multinational companies cannot use the name without paying a royalty.
In much the same way as sparkling wine from the Campagne region of
France is called “champagne”, Darjeeling can only be used if it is tea
from the region of India’s West Bengal state bordering Nepal.

The Indian Tea Board's patent proposals are currently being studied
by the commerce ministry in Delh, which has expressed concern that
some countries were selling their teas as Darjeeling in absence of a
patent right.

“The Tea Board has decided to patent the brand Darjeeling tea,”
West Bengal Industry Minister Nirupam Sen told rediff.com. “The lack of
a patent for Darjeeling tea currently allows any tea from any garden to
be sold as Darjeeling tea.” India could theoretically demand royalty
for selling tea under the brand name Darjeeling tea once it wins the
patent. The Indian tea industry has set an export target of 205
million kg this year.

Ex-Gurkhas to guard QE2

Britain's two biggest cruise companies are using undercover ex-
Gurkhas to protect their liners against terrorist attacks, according to a
report in the Daily Mirror. The ex-soldiers from Nepal are already on
board Cunard's flagship QE2 and P&O's prestigious Oriana. Nearly a
million UK passengers will be taking cruises this year, and there are
fears of airline-type terrorist attacks on cruiseliners. These fears were
heightened after boat bombs on a French tanker and a US warship
early this year. E) uard Malaysian and

cruise ships in the Malacca Straits and casino ships in Macau. (see
Nepali Times #91). Cunard and P&O refused to discuss security

tion even ifthey are Euro I1,”
Mallick told us.

Rejendra Khetan of FNCCl is
convinced there are no major
problems left. The only thing still
in need of resolution, he says, is the

- .

fulfil exports.  checking for Nepal's agri-exports issues raised by the Nepali side in
i i 199% i the last two months.” New Delhi
treaty, andafour p
four i regetable peroenl ‘Special Additional Duty quarantine check posts at Sunauli,
ghiu, acrylicyam, copper products  (SAD) inthis year's Indian budget.  Jogbani and Banbasa by November
and zinc oxide saying exporters Inaddition, the West Bengal inaddition to the three others
were using the treat) imposeda20 already set up at Rupaidiha, Raxaul
products on the Indian marke‘ and  percent “quury tax”on Nepalitea  and Panitanki so that Nepali
g India’s and . Likewise, a 40 agricultural exports would nol
domestic market. percemanu dumpmg duty was encounter delays. Nepal
“Though the export of vegeta- P dzinc exports up to Rs 5 billi f
arestill Hum Nepal. “The agricultural products to India every
womed thatwemay notbeableto 1996 Trade Treaty between Nepal I
hit for us thi and India has l: din
year,” said Atmaram Murarka, giving lots of facilities for Nepalese  principle to waive SAD, anti-
President of the Nepal Vegetable exporters,” says Krishna Hari dumpmg and luxury taxes aswell as

Gheeand Oil Industries Associa-
tion. Because of cross-border

Banskota, director general at the
Department of Commerce. Nepali

for copper

portat Bi

pleted two years ago and is still not

operational. “Indiashould consider

Nepal's request to expedite the

Birganj port assoon as possible,

and we must also consider their
Indian car imports

products by 2,500 tons. “We have
Il i i o

tine laws and new taxes, it has

ying
both governments to have some of

to

theIGC

Indian official

positively,

fourth of the
ghiu, which s 100,000 tonnes for
this year. And there is only four
monthsto go.

The secretary level talks of the
Inter-Governmental Committee
(IGC) held in New Delhi in August
had reached agreement on address-
ing procedural hassles while
implementing the treaty. “We had
reached understanding on 22
different agenda items during the
IGC meeting,” said Purushottam
Ojha, joint secretary at the
Ministry of Industry, Commerce

“Tl

arrangements. But a PO insider said: “Thi people are
dressed as crew and are on duty round the clock.”

Nepali worker dies in Malaysia
A Nepali worker in a rubber glove factory was killed when the ceiling
of the factory collapsed last week. Thirty-two others were injured, and
some of them were Nepalis, according to reports from Ipoh in Malay-
sials west coast.

NTB gets Vasco de Gama Award

Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) has been selected to receive the PATA/
Business Traveller Germany Vasco da Gama Award as the Company
of the Year 2003. The award is given to a member organisation of the
Pacific Area Travel Assosication (PATA). “The committee wishes to
recognise the outstanding work the Nepal Tourism Board has carried
out over many years in the promotion and development of ravel and
tourism to the PATA region from Europe and the positive actions the
Board has undertaken to face the hard times the industry has been
recently confronted with,” the jury said. The award will be presented at
the international tourism fair in Berlin in March 2003. “This Award has
further encouraged us to work even harder towards achieving our
goals and objeciives,” says NTB chief, Pradeep Raj Pandey.

Green and blue bank

Can a garbage dump be turned into a park? That is exacﬂy what
Standard Chartered Bank Nepal with the United Nations Women's
Organisation (UNWO) have set out to do at Lamochaur Community Park
at Dhobighat. The community in the
area has been encouraged to
participate to set up and manage a
park as well as organise waste
management. The bank itself
practices what it preaches, and
launched its “Clean and Green
Week" to undertake initiatives in
conserving nature by conserving paper, fuel and electricity. Staff
driving to work in their personal vehicles took the iitiaive of sharing
vehicles. This was done with the objective of saving fuel and reducing
pollution with fewer vehicles plying the road. This is besides the help
the bank has provided local schools with computer equipment. At a
function in Lamochaur, Standard Charter Nepal CEO Rajeev Kulkarni
said: “It is important to leave a clean and green environment to future
generations, and help children play an active role in achieving this.”
Participants in the program included housewives, chidren of the
community, UNWO members and staff of the bank. Bishnu Thakali of the.
Women Environment Preservation Committee (WEPCO) gave an

i H

rogress.”

During the IGC meeting, the
Nepali side had requested the
Indians to reconsider some clauses
that they said were negatively

Mallick, first secretary for com-
merce at the Indian Embassy i
Kathmandu. She added: “India has

Nepal,” Indian Commerce Secre-
tary, Deepak Chatterjee, told us
this week.

It'snot just the Nepalis who
have gripes. India has raised
concerns that Nepal is not offering
equal treatment for Indian car

ingood faith,” Khetan said. 4

Empty tracks at the
Birganj container port.

“Railways agreement will be concluded soon”

Indian Commerce secretary Deepak Chatterjee was in Kathmandu this week to take part in the 11th
meeting of the Committee on Economic Cooperation of SAARC. In an interview with Nepali Times,
Chatterjee addressed some of Nepal’s concerns on bilateral trade:

Birgan dry port: It will be operational soon, as both the countries are
in the final stage of concluding a railways agreement. Everything has
been resolved except customs procedures.

Post-WTO trade scenario: “India will consider Nepal's concerns, but
within the framework of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) rules. As a
member of the working party on Nepal, we will fully support Nepal's
accession to WTO. Nepal oining the WTO won't affect the bilateral trade
treaty between Nepal and India as well as the proposed regional treaty
like SAFTA."

Indian investment in Nepal: “More than poliical instabilty, prospective
investors look at issues ke tax structure, duty drawback, personnel and
human resource development. And some of the problems faced by joint
venture companies here don't send a good message."

Routing ghiu exports through India’s central marketting: “Earlier
they (Nepali exporters) were making a killing. You have to be satisfied
with substantial profits, you can't always think you can make a killing.”

uvHOVHCYE NIN

In the November Himal
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Surendra Lawoti is fascinated by
light, colour and space. The 30-year-
old photography graduate from
Columbia College Chicago uses these
elements to document the immigrant
experience of some of the 500
Nepalis living in Chicago and its
suburbs. Surendra, who moved to the
US in 1994, has been photographing
the Nepali community in Chicago for
the past two years, since the Chicago
in the Year 2000 program first
commissioned him to do so. His work
got a hoost this year when he won
grants from Chicago’s Community
Arts Assistantship Program and a
Chicago Art Council grant. “In a way,
this project is a reflection of my own
experience as a young Nepali finding
his way in this city,” Surendra told us.
These photographs were recently
exhibited at the NAFA Art Gallery.
Surendra currently works with the
photography department of Columbia
College and teaches visual art classes
to underprivileged high schoolers.

“Rahul”

12-year-old Rahul stands strong and proud on a misty
Chicago evening. An avid hip-hop enthusiast, Rahul can rap
in Nepali and is always happy to entertain friends.

A workaday closet is turned into
a religious altar in the home of

@

=
Q.
=

“Shiva” 2001

The living room of Rajesh Tuladhar and his family is filled with religious posters, Nepali
handicrafts and other icons. At one end of the room, posters of Britney Spears, N'Sync
and other teenage pop stars adom the walls. They belong to Neha, Rajesh's niece, who
is the youngest in the family.

“Suntan”

Prasoon takes in sun on the roof of the ‘Ruby’, a rented boathouse moored on the
Ilins river. A two-hour drive from Chicago, the riverbank is a popular getaway for
urban Chicago dwellers.

“Neha”

As preparations for the ceremony take place, Neha leans on a limousine rented for
family member Vivek's wedding.

“Dhiraj”

Dhiraj, suitcases packed and
ticket in hand, is about to
head to the airport to fly to
Nepal, where he will visit
family and friends he hasn't
seen for six years.

“Thanksgiving”
Served with dal bhat, the traditional turkey is a must even for Nepalis at the all-American
Thanksgiving festival started when the Puritans to thank Native Americans for their help.

“Sony"
Vivek is welcomed by the
mother of his South Indian
NRI bride Teja at the en-
trance of a Hindu temple
where the marriage cer-
emony will take place.

Tell a 'Iale
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OPINION

by YEVGENCY PRIMAKOV

Politics and rebellion

The Chechen rebels must be quelled with talks and military monitoring

won'tever consider putting their

jpforavote, hey alone

t

hehorrific death toll in
T Mosoulat

Chechen frontin

todeliver peace, ifnot
democ

ssecssccecsse
against bandits who continue attacks
asthe negotiations ensue. Part of the
federal forces must remain in

h talks, alsoto

the global war on terror. Chechnya
should remain part of the

authority and local autonomy is
required to end, or at least limit, the

suengmen the hand of Chechens
who choose to negotiate and are

Alliances of terror

MELBOURNE - | training Indonesia’

forces troops, Kopassus, in Australia was announced by Defence
Minister Robert Hill on state TV in the wake of the Bali bombings as
“Indonesia’s most effective response to terrorism’. Analysts see the
move as risky and short-sighted, as the troops have a tanished
‘human rights record. Rob Wesley-Smith of Australians for a Free East
Timor said, “East Timor activists have known since 1975 that the
Indonesian military were the masters of terror. The worst were
Kopassus commandos.” Australia suspended training Kopassus after
the 1999 East Timor violence carried out by Indonesian army-spon-
sored miltia. Activists are also asking whether the Indonesian military
should be on the list of suspects of the Bali bombings alongside

Russian F butmore  slaughter, agree. prep: Ind based Jemaah Islamiyah and the al-Qaeda. (ps)
negotiations  their settlements. But Russia’s
needed for that, as time to regroup and resupply troopsshould not condluct the peace

Russian federal forces
deliver devastating blows
on Chechen insurgents,

themselves. The global war on
terrorism has made it difficult for
them to secure financial and

talks, as happened after the first
Chechen campaign (1994-1996).
“The peace that ensued then was

but never merely an armed truce
the longera. A ive of President
numerous successful raids on Saudi Arabiaand Turkeystnclly Putin must oversee everythingin
Russian inandaround Chechnya:
Chechnya. Russia’s military Ct 0 it i
restricts Cl ivity, though he suffering of Chechens. They

u
they aren'tsolely to blame. The
Chechen rebellion began in politics
anditcan only end througha

notas much as Russia would like.
Ayearago, President Putin

should assume control of Defence
Ministy units, nterior Mlmslry
troops, FSB local

The first step is to separate
peaceful Chechens from the rebels.
Russia failed to do this at the
insurrection’s onset, because the

lians, an

Aslan Maskhadov, the Chechen
warlord _who was vo(e(_i presidept in

aspecial presidential area through
negotiations, until local Chechen

i 1997, That initative collapsed
whenthe to

their ability to
enforce the ule of law. Asingle

‘many civilian deaths ensued When
Russian forces attacked the rebels

surrender their weapons within 72
fours.But Putinwsn't demnd-

Putin would rule out uncoordinated
actions, |mproved\sc\pl|ne

head-on. Russi forcesare
trying to separate common people
from the i

‘was asking them to ponder the good

trengthen
thoseceling with Chechnya, and

Doing the Kyoto shuffle

INEW DELHI - The EU was furious Monday that the ﬁYSl dra!l O' lhe
Delhi Declaration, expected to be issued at the end of a UN confer-
ence on climate change here, does not even mention the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol that binds industrialised countries to cutting greenhouse gas
emissions. Thomas Becker, EU representative at the conference said
the draft dnes not lay the gmund for what happens to developed
period ends. The
EU was also not pleased with at!empls to link climate change with
sustainable )y many ping
Meanwhile the L antipathy to y
through clearly when chief US negotiator Harlan Watson reaffirmed
his country’s inability last Friday to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, saying it
would mean a 35 percent reduction in economic growth and have
significant consequences for other countries as well. Instead, the US
team dwelt at length on bilateral partnerships (ps)

Bleached reefs

\'Nés;w:g;m; DC -.A‘n.ev'lw 0'1 b‘le‘ac‘m‘ng‘ h‘as SWe
worldwide with scientists linking the events to climate change. Over
400 cases of bleaching, a phenomenon linked with increased

government and security in
Chechen settlements to Chechens.
But most peaceful ones have not
turned their backs on the bandits,
because the bandits hunt down

that negotiations
ifthey did so.

Chechen civilian lives of some

p
shouldn't stop talks from getting
underway. But aceasefire s needed
asthe first step, to be followed by

International solidarity must
not just mean Russia supporting
Americain Afghanistan, but also the

theC disociting US andthe westbcking Russiain
authorites, And many fear Russan terroristacts such t struggle. And
offcials more than the banits hing  Russians mustsee that Chechnya

For the transfer of executive

nyt
less would be unacceptable to

authority to Chechen self-g
‘ments to succeed, Chechen rebel
be brought into

the dead hostages in Moscow.
Tule

the talks. Often clan leaders who

outRussian military operallons

requires a political solution. 4
(Project Syndicate)

(Yevgeny Primakov is aformer
prime minister of Russia)

COMMENT

income, L i i I in

Butgoverning illbe hard. Lula's Workers Perty (PT)isin the minority in

by VICTOR BULMER-THOMAS

The mongy snot =

e four atempts Luiz Inécio Lulaca Silva (“Lule") pulled offastunning
A, ' 2 puledoftasturnin

Brazil's new

resident needs to make

some tough fiscal decisions.

terrble waming aganst misteps. In cition, Braif bt s owed mainly to

eawater which can damage and even result in the
death of a reef, have been documented by researchers so far this
year. The majority of bleaching records are from the Great Barrier
Reef in Australia with others from reefs in countries including the
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Palau, the Maldives, Tanzania,
the Seychelles, Belize, Ecuador and off the Florida coast of the US.

The WorldFish Center says 2002 is the second worst year for

reefs after 1998 and since 1963, when records started being kept.
Coral bleaching occurs when stressful conditions such as high
temperatures cause corals to expel the microscopic algae that live in
their tissues. The algae provide essential food energy for corals, and
reefs are vital habitat for fish that coastal communities rely on. (UNEP)

Picking on Pyongyang
BEIJING - Last Friday's summit between Chinese President Jiang
Zemin and US President George W Bush produced a broad agreement
that North Korea should scrap its nuclear weapons programme, but
yielded few specifics on how Beijing and Washington would work
together to end the stand-off peacefully. China, a major trading
partner of North Korea, is a country the United States, South
Korea and Japan, would like to see on board a collective approach
toward North Korea.

While Jiang publicly voiced his consent to a nucleav free Korean
peninsula, Chi dia broke their |
Pyongyang's nuclear aspirations by blaming Washington's “hostile
foreign policy” for the nuclear stand-off

providea

mejority, However, the PT isth largestand most discipined partyin the Lower  collase.
House. Di Lula L jves this, he will need ialissue
‘will face asimilar situation as outgoing president Hernando Cardoso, whose Armedwith Tr uthority
Social D i (TPA), the Free Trade Area
i th (FTAA) L toboost
More troubling is Brazil's economic condition. Hit hard by the US recession, ~ MERCOSUL, i But

E prices,an ina's ris; 0SUL and Argenti o

protectionist Brazil'seconom next year's presidenti i

‘will do well to grow 2 percent this year. Unemployment s rising and inflows of
foreign direct investment have fallen. Brazil's large trade surplus has more to do
wnh cuthacksinimports than exportgronth.

dem D before
interest 0f 3.75 percent, Brazil's debt. everal
i ifnoti ible—to refinance. It now tradesat half

its face value, implying a high probability of default. The 40 percent decline in
theexchange rate this year and recent increases in the overnight (SELIC) interest

nateto21 iseither linked to
yortotheSELIC rate. For once, beaccused of
inaction. agreeda
ugust the need

for the Central Bank to exhaust Brazil's reserves defending the currency. Much of
this money remains to be disbursed.
U .

Pedro Malan,
Fraga. Giving the C:
markets, which fear that Lul
Lula's acid test icy. If
new taxes

‘of the Central Bank, Arminio

g Lulastands for and what his

Argentina’s collapse (usenpwmamp byaround 12 percent thisyear) sa

4 (Project Syndicate)

(Victor Bulmer-Thomas, a specialist in Latin American economics, is
director of the Royal Institute for International Affairs in London.)
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by S FREDERICK STARR

Crisis of legitimacy
Unless the international community helps
Karzai work independently, the last year’s
efforts may come to naught.

Karzai's government, and Karzai

100, has an interest in crippling

himself,
roupofporerl men-socitedith

Karz
“Theonly way toresist thesethreats

Sri Lanka peace talks on track

COLOMBO S L

Ranil d President Chandrika i
feeding fears of instability, but analysts say it is unlikely to undercut
peace talks with Tamil rebels that entered their second round yester-
day. Some say the latest tensions in the fragile cohabitation between
rivals Kumaratunga and Wickremesinghe may in away help the peace
process by creating a release valve for opposition to it, as non-
violent, democratic discussion.

ledby

nited y(
much, too quickly to me LTTE. Still, “all this talk of polls won't aﬂect
peace, because remember there has been a ceasefire since Decem-
ber that is continuing without any major problems,” said Jehan Perera,

the former

at

at the National Peace Council, a Norwegian-funded

f Defence the top of peace promoter. Last week, the rivalry between Kumaratunga and
Marshall Fahim. robbing led to talk that the UNP may seek fresh polls to
Forei legitimacy. That  strengthen its fragile majority in the legislature and deal with
dliqueof Tzj inentioned  Kumaratunga’s challenges.
This which As the Sri Lankan government prepared 'or the talks in Nakhon
The ide Bangkok,

exclusiveness. Many key figuresare
from a handful of villages m]ust one
valley, the Panjshir.

solution must be to use firmness
backed, if necessary, by military
strength,

d to bitter differ-
ences between political parties. Bu( she also pointed to
ceasefire violations that she says are hurting Sinhalese
and Muslims. Kumaratunga said that learning from the

. Nowthat the five previous attempts to solve Sri Lanka's war, ‘the
eading the press, you might Butnenhempanded peacekeeping ez, together with Shia Muslim international peacekeeping force isto absence of war is not peace. It has proved to be only a
R i nor Hez i Mearshall Fahim period of respite for further continuation of war.” On 23
Karzai, i i their desi \fghe Neither ‘must be told to lift his stranglehold on October, Kumaratunga snubbed
Kabul visiting Norwegian Deputy
Itdoes Many Uzbeks, Karzai must be told that its continua- Foreign Minister Vidar
The  not Neither Turkmen: Tajiks,feel  tionis conti isbringi Helgessen, saying she had
L mentnor the i excluded, i prominent Pashtunsand Hezarasinto other engagements.
aic—ataskitcan dowell, having theirpopula-  personi theinner At the first round of
i tion accept it Britain  reality of this power grab. They know The USand UN actions are based Norwegian-mediated talks in
relief money to Afghanistan even failed in Americaand the French that| Loyalirgato i September, chief Tiger negotia-
during the Taleban years. President crown failed in France because the promote Karzai, aPashtun, becausehe  problem can be “finessed”, They are tor Anton Balasingham said the
thatthe US, g jthoutindepend- j i the rebels had scaled down their
Japan, and Saudi authority. Legiti from ent i Marshall situation. Without quick action, Karzai demand for a separate state to
i r U regime toiits opp , who gest, tsurvive. Th greater regional autonomy for
Afghanistan's trunk highwaysisthe  soon brought it down. They ly UN, anti-western,  the Tamils. The new talks will focus on three key issues. The
‘most recent nti  and anti-secular, and and rebel sides are expected to create a Joint Task
developmentassistance. Afghanistan. If the causes of this community’s bl i fate. Force (JTF) for humanitarian and reconstruction activities in the
3 and Fahim’s accordingly. Or, anew government north and east. Its creation is also key to a donors’ summit for Sri
staffed mainly by Turks, is being it lies at the heart Unless decisive Lanka to be held in Norway on 25 November. The other issues are
i collapse, and withit of many of the recent bloody events ithi at the of displaced persons and strengthening the
theentire country. When Paul process thatbbeganayearago. Whydo  blamed on Taleban die-hards, mostmonts, fi (S)
Wolfowitz, the US D  andal- round of bloody
Dx inounced this, it repre- mment putin ple issenti f
efence, announced this, it repre- gﬂvﬁ nr\i tputin place byan ancaid&ElvT\:Lw:‘ssennng Pashtunsdid ~ conf ||cl # (Project Syndicate) F0r9|gn |nVeSt0rS faVOUr chl na
position, which favoured confir ning the  assented, agovernment that wes promised peaceand order. Many (S Frederick Starr is director of Gl is year Chinals \pped towin the lion's share of the
fi their the Central Asia-Caucasus global foreign direct investment (FDI) flow even in the face of a 27
Gt |nthewayu| USoperations agamsl National Assembly (LoyaJirga) held  struggle, often with foreign (and Insfitute, SAIS, Johns HOPKINS  percent reduction fom lastyear predicts a forecastfrom the Unted
a-Qaedaand under even American) backing. Al-Qaeda,  University.) Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). FDI

OPINION

The basic question

by JAMAL KHASHOGGI

inflow for the giant Asian economy is likely to break the record with
$50 billion, surpassing the United States. The report attributes China's
success to economic liberalisation, industrial restructuring and
accession to the WTO late last year. Medium- and high-tech manufac-
turing industries and services have been earmarked for FDI accord-
ing to UNCTAD numbers. The movement of such investment is
expected to decline for Hong Kong, South Korea, Thaland and
Taiwan. (s)

journalist
King Saud Universtystilbelieve thatal-Qaeca
wasnotresponsibl or the attacks on the World Trade Centerand the
Pe year? Ds

upon them. The Mujahideen were overseen by responsible clerics, who gavea
omeof

tag
isincreasingly frustrating for me, because | have run out
of plausible explanations.

1used to believe denial of Saudi complicity in the

dark day. | hoped that we would have the courage to

perceived looking
deep into our national psyche, asking the big
question, “Why did 15 of our young men attack
Americain so brutal a way?"

W are o closer to ansviering this question than we
were before,
it. Had we been more confident and less full of bluster,
‘wewould have organised seminar after seminar to analyse
what happened,
toplan for a future without asimilar tragedy. After all,
Osamabin Laden’s ijacked planes not only attacked
New York and Washington, they also attacked Islam
asafaith and the values of tolerance and coexistence
that it preaches.

But despite the enormiity of what happened, we
remain in denial. We cling to conspiracy theories even
afte bin Laden and hisfellow conspirators bragged about
theirgreat “achievement.

{othe fect that 19young Muslimmen decided toleave
home, head for what they described asjihad, and

A Saudi asks what drove
his compatriots to o
11 September. Iesttenyearsthtallowed etemistto fid omany

totake partin
the bitter infighting that led to the Taleban's rise. Others
returned home and were welcomed s heroes.

Were thase young men who returned home then

eager followers? Sl_nce 1 Sepler_nberwe ha\fe busied

‘they wentwrong, but no one s listening. Instead, we.
should remedy our own deficiencies. We should be
rying toanswer the question that the Americans have
been asking usincessantly: why did young Saudi men
‘take partin the attacks?

We mustanswer this not for the Americans’sake,
but for our own. Itisn't enough to say that the hijack-
ers—and, indeed, the many Saudis being held at
Guantznamo Bay—representasubsetof uped

therestof
Thatis true, of course, but the damage that this relatively
small group inflicted was monumental. Itis better to try
and understand their motives.

Inour attempts to defend and justify ourselves over
the pastyear, we Saudis learmed about the consequences
of extremism at Waco, Texas and Oklahoma City. We
‘wrote about the Michigan Militiaand other American
radical extremists. Of course there's extremism in

became criminaks. America—extremism as ugly asany we have at home.
that i i ll Butthe i
‘September lastyear, and that i Oklzhoma City nci
vy fomhore inhe mountansan viliges of s, We msturcover— eventould ot cur
why Taleban-ul The most
significant pomun of Saudi youthin me years before 11 Septembev Aighamstan our ‘misled 15 of
his our that day. #

When Arab,including Saulis, ﬁlsﬂuughlmAlghanlslan inthermid-
19805, their i

(tamal Khashoggi s Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the Arab News, an English-
language newspaper published in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.)

Thismountain just moved !!
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Kishore Shrestha speaks

Jana Astha, 30 October.

ROBIN SAVAVI IN JANA ASTHA

Ban bandhs

No people power

constituent assembly elections. So,
theking, Nepali Congressand the

overnight
it fair to ask how cinema artistes who are supposed to earn not more than Rs 20,000 for
playing in two films a year have come to pay Rs 30,000 a month in rent, have mobile phones,
ride around in Santros and wear expensive clothes?

And when we try to investigate these things, instead of trying to reform themselves and
thank us, the cinema artistes are baying for our blood. In fact Shrisha's father, Dal Bahadur
Karki, in a two-hour conversation with us two days before her suicide had said: “They don't
even pay her for her work, and don't give her respect. Rather than act in another film, we'll go
hungry. Shrisha won't act in any films anymore.” We have been exposing this depravity in the
film industry for the past four years. And yet, when we expose the vice, they come after us.

Yes, those who question the printing of a naked picture in our conservative Hindu society
may have a point. And raising that question we would consider quite natural. But what is
happening here is that those with old grudges against us for past exposes are using this
excuse to shut us down. And filmdom is telling us: “Beware! We may be stark naked but you
can't open your eyes. We'll pull your tongues out, we'll take out your eyes, and we'll file a
murder case against you."

Six days after the news came out, Shrisha committed suicide like the 1,200 Nepalis who
cannot come to terms with their anguish and take their own lives every year. There was no
suicide note, the family has said it was suicide and allowed the body to be removed, the police
report says suicide. A suicide is a suicide, it can't be murder. Even veteran lawyers have said
that. And yet the angry mob of film artistes have said it was trick photography, that it was
incorrect news, that it was yellow journalism, and they have registered a case of manslaughter.

Already, the person who took the picture has admitted from London to having taken it.
Another film actress has admitted that she was acting as the pimp, and it has now been
proven that another actress went of her own free will for the sake of monetary payment to
the house of someone who had no links with the world of cinema. The lynch mob is not
going to let me speak. And | am forced to ask: is reporting the truth henceforth going to be
called yellow journalism?

As far as the naked picture is concemned, how come someone can go against all norms
and values to take the picture, and those whose job it is to print cannot print the photo? There
were five photographs and we printed the one that was the least explicit and objectionable. So
we are following our journalistic guidelines. We are not the first newspaper to print naked
pictures, Kantipur Publications’ Nari magazine has a similar naked picture on page 26. The big
boys can do anything, and when we do investigative journalism we get pounced upon.

If anyone can find my involvement in the printing of the picture in that edition, you can hang
me. | have already received physical and mental punishment for that publication, and | am
willing to subject myself to any other punitive action from the Press Council or the Journalists’
Federation. Unlike some members of the film industry, | am not a middleman for any other
profession. Therefore | have nothing to be afraid of. | am willing to accept that | have some
degree of culpability for what happened, and | would like to end with the words of Yubaraj Lama
of the Film Producers’ Association and Harihar Sharma of the Cultural Corporation who said at
Shrisha's 13" day memoraial: “Let our artiste friends look in the mirror every morning and do
some self-analysis.”

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The royal declaration has lessened the belief that the king can do no wrong. Since the king has control of
executive powers, he, and not Chand, will be blamed for any wrongs that occur.
—Girija Prasad Koiralain Kantipur, 28 October, 2002.

Sign: Ministership
Balloon: “...thefli

troublesome, but sill, no one’s

SR Bughaber, 30 October, 2002

IR

More than two-and-a-half years after the government
freed Nepal's bonded labourers, reports say more than
double the number of kamaiyas counted by the Ministry
of Land Reform in itsinitial records have been left out.
T

utcry by Itisap p
the government's carelessness. Following the ministry’s

re-call for

1,83
in Banke district registered their names at the district
land reform office. Previously, the Ministry of Land had
published the details of 1,342 kamaiya families in Banke
district. The ministry had extended the application dates
until 23 October. Since the present number of kamaiyas
ismore than twice the first count, the ministry will
certainly face problems in rehabilitating them. It still
hasn't solved the problems of those registered initially. A
large number of kamaiyas have also been left out from the
government's lists in the districts of Bardiya, Kanchanpur, Kailali and Dang, but the real figure is not known.
Banke Land Reform Officer Him Bahadur Budathoki is not prepared to accept the new numbers of kamaiyas.

He said: ‘we can't accept

Editoriali , Deshantar, tot Maoists all want the same thing?
29October DrKrishnaHachhethu ‘Wil this really solve the Maoist
s problem?Will they disarm before
- Th isatthecoreof  constituentasembly elections? A
Comment by Kishore Shrestha andthe merecemeveﬂls Thereareonly b constituent
in a column called *Note of incidentsof i Numl
Dissent" in his newspaper, thebandh, have hadlanegativeimpact o, taks, number two, force. F'mnot  Istheking really ready to accept this?
peacetalks. talks. Ifagovern- the peoples
- ) h Th thethreeday  mentthat mandateafteraconst
Isn't it a journalit's job to write - tll, theresno elecion? Thisisthe burning
freely? If he opens the curtains 1 that
on the dark and seamier side of talks, n'tenoy moment.
g;gn“:'e"en"": r:/r‘e)gger:;(v ”_?;‘:;0 There'sanew politicalsituation so. Iftalks don't happen, the state will .
(ISR 5 S e developing |nm‘e?‘c:aplm\ Threan%e use force. Before 11 PM, 4 October, DnVe for cars
the demise of Shrisha Karki. If developmentfollowingithavenot  thedonors theking—everyone—  Deshantr, 27 October
we are prosecuting junior civil only further
servants who have become et they havealsoheightened  Maoist, but that be
then isn't done. tothe
thecountry Sofar, the
okendra T ,
Bahadur Cl Whilealarge
the political C theultraleft number
parties. Asa result, applauded. They voluntarily,
the council of been right. But collect others. A total olﬁ7veh|cles
pleted fromthet y
disappointed, immobile, returned. Tt
support. Then, X fealth
and feltinits wake, fight the y
rather thanasa Maoists. powers Adhikari, whowes the UML
forhow PN (UML)
The number g govemmenlAﬁermm,memrwas
andfor used by’ li,a
[on Monday, 28 October]. The 18As0j[4  member bly.
common people are notattracted to October] itself threatens the Former ChleHustmeOm Bhakm
‘the Maoists, nor y support the hresthawh
bandhs called by them. However, it chy. requests,
appears that they accept them. This. darkness. the Maoist has
Former State
mlema\lyto(he\rwnpany hadn't ‘especially the Indian, will comein. Minister for Women and Social
However, it hasretumed
and 500r60yearsto the largest number
remove them, Avehicleof
Monday. them. Thus Idont ~ theKali being used
thebandh people power, bytheformer Krishna
‘were enough to create fear. On butrather instruments
analysis, it's clear that the weakness andtraining. byasenior project official, while
‘was on part of those in charge of the police also brought back vehicles
state. If the state had been able to 1 from the home of former State
arrest those responsible for the anSt_Itu ent Minister for Health Mohan Bahadur
explosions and taken action against Basnet. Many other vehicles were
‘them, the capital wouldn't have been COlnCIdence « .. takenofftheroadand brought tothe
reduced tosuch astate on Monday. Comment by Prakash walain traffic police office. A parliamentary
Even'so, itwould be wise ofthe  Kantipur, 30 October committee had prepared areport
Maoists to understand the serious- regarding the misuse of govemment
ness of the situation rather than be thekingand ago. Four years
the thought that ago, the Auditor General's office had
they pulled off avictory. No one Tt
will think itaweakness on the part ~ said Accordingto
of the Maoists if they withdraw the mostofthe
Nepal bandh [scheduled for 11-13 On the other hand, the Nepali govemmentvehldes being mlsused
November] wellin time. Instead, it hasbeenin 3
Indusuy Agriculture, Form
their forthefirst: 9,
ment for talks. accepted the necessity of holding Waler Raoumes
Deshantar, 27 October

iscarried out'.
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Two months into his
incarceration, as spring
warms the air, BP finds
the arrival of swallows
a mysteriously morale-
boosting event. He lets

his pen wax lyrical

about the bird life in

the jail courtyard. Then
he works on his court
statement, not knowing
when he will be asked
to make a statement in

his own defence.

Back at Sundarijal >20

“Meantime, I'll keep scribbling...”

14 February

Sundarijal

Today swallows appeared. They create a lively atmosphere in the
evening. During our eight years incarceration in this camp on the
previous occasion, a pair of them would come to my room on the day
of the first appearance, inspect the place and start building a nest of
earth in my room itself. Every year, perhaps on the same day, heralding
the advent of the spring. This time none of them came inside my room.
They flew all over the sky in ecstatic abandon—perhaps they have no
intention being too happy to engage from the first day of the spring in
the dreary work of building a nest and start keeping a house. | will miss.
them if they avoid my room. | have a secretly superstitious wish that
they (one pair of them) stay in my room. I will have a [sic] company—
will help me to extend my .... Life to some extent at least. There are
some birds in the compound. The mynahs they chatter sometimes
raucously, the twittering, singing, frolicking dhobi birds, male brighter
and female with duller plumage, and a pair of owls with their young
ones—and a host of crows, aggressive, healthy and dominating the
avifauna world—they are all there. But only one can even contemplate
building their nest right inside my room? And, swallows are so swift,
almost like arrows in flight they appear to be real sky nymphs, ethereal
‘with just a throbbing speck of matter, insubstantial ball of terrific
energy, like an embodied soul. | pray that one pair to stay till October
when it will be time to leave for home.

| am well. Homesickness is reduced i intensity. Still some writing,
but not much—only 750 words. | don't get into proper mood. In the
morning when my mind is a little more calm than at the time | am taken
up by morning chores. During the day after lunch | remain emotionally
wound up remembering dear ones at home. | become fidgety, restless.
Itis during this time | can write. In the evening after 5, again the daily
round of chores. After dinner | am so scared of insomnia that immedi-
ately after taking food when there is a feeling of being filld up which
promotes some drowsiness, | promptly put off the light and lie down to
sleep at 8 or 8.30. GM starts preparing tea at 4 and by 4.30 the tea is in
my room. | have to get up before that, which means again, | cannot
sleep long hours.

The day’s newspapers were supplied to us today. The reason why
they didn't come yesterday for which | had started a long guess work,
which GM of course brusquely rejected, was the death of India’s
president Farukhuddin Ali Ahmed the day before. Therefore yesterday
the government offices were closed for a day. The camp commander is
under strict orders not to convey any news of the outside and he didn't
tell us what the cause was—hence the chain of reasoning.

15 February

As monotonously usual.
(Sanskrit verse.)

16 February

Being Shivaratri day, there was a holiday, hence no activity of any kind.
Inside the prison the life become still duller and time passes still more,
ever more, slowly. But | wrote for some time. | completed writing the
statement which | propose to make in the court when they produce us
before itin communication with 8 or s it 19 cases pending against me,
according to the govt notification in their Gazette, the statement has
turned out reasonably good, representing our point of view re democ-
racy, right of the people and the inevitability of revolutionary action in
conditions of total denial to thie people of democratic civil rights. GM has
liked it, but he says that there should be more meat in the concluding
portion which in my present draft appears to be precipitously abrupt. He
thinks that the conclusion should convey one idea that t is not enough
that we plead not guilty, and that we should be honourably acquitted, it is.
also necessary to state that efforts towards ... re-introduction of full
democratic set-up should be made to complement or to fully achieve the
political purpose of our release. Otherwise our release will be of no great
significance and the govt would be taking advantage of our being set at
liberty. Some such idea. | don't know if this idea can be incorporated in
the concluding portion of my statement. Moreover, whether it is the place
before the court of law. Anyway he has approved of the statement taken
as awhole. The statement will take about 2 hours to read in the court.
We don't know if and when the court will really sit to try us. The tribunal
o try our cases had been instated 16 days ago and there has been no
‘apparent motion of its activities that are visible to us. Perhaps they may'
even decide not to try us at all. The public announcement of the insfitution
of the tribunal is meant for popular consumption, perhaps the announce-
ment had to be made because our detention in a secret place has brought
adverse comments to be published in foreign papers. But GM thinks that
whatever might have been the original intention i setting up a tribunal,
once the announcement has been made the govt will have to go through
the motion of putting us before it for the trial.

Today is appreciatively warm. Very pleasantly comfortably warm.
Didn't bathe, but showered and washed my head. Wrote a few hundred
words for my contemplated book on the Nepali Congress. | am writing
unnecessary details of the teething period of the party. Itwill have to be
trimmed—a job | will hand over to Shalaja to perform. In the meaniime, |
will o on scribbling...

Mr Bangdel has left the country

KANAKMANIDIXIT.
“When the devotees and people of
the country are deprived of their
gods and goddesses, their hearts
bleed. The stealing of such religious
imagesis an atrocity, aserious crime.
Letushope that some day these stolen
sculptures will be returned to their

his contributions to Nepali art
history, one of his lasting legacies
will be his call to arms against the
scourge of idol theft. Bornin
Darjeeling in 1924 and arriving in
Nepal in the early 19505 after
studyingartin Paris and London,
Bangdel was impressed by

be talking about idol theft, because it
was happening rampantly with the
suspected involvement of the highest
and mightiest. Despite his stature as
ascholar, artists and, head of the
‘Academy, Bangdel was threatened
with his life if he kept up his
crusade. Some suspected Bangdel

himself of criminal

Kethmandu Valley

i
o

ofhi

pal,

p y know
Lain Singh Bangdel as an artist, and
while scholars laud

subject. But  the
idols began to disappear. Asart theft
pecked in the mid-19805, he began

connoisseur, the only person besides
Bangdel who could be called an ‘idol
theftscholar’, remembers how

preparing his book Stolen Bangdel had shown him considera-
| whichwas tion Schick,
published by the Royal h book on the subjectis August
Nepal Academy (of The Godsare Leaving Nepal,had 1999 of four pecesofstatuary (from
‘which he had earlier been harrassed by the authorities for  Kathmandu, Patan, Pharping and
served as head) in his interest in the matter of stolen Panauti) were restituted by a California
1989. statuary, and it was only in Bangdel,  art collector who was shown Bangdel’s
Bangdel'shook he recalls, that he i i
provided photographic  ing: “When | found Mr Bangdelat  original sacred sites. In 2000, a statue
documentation, the Academy, at st | had the one was returned from Berlin based on
p tothi
Afterimagesofplaces  subject. No oneele.” Atthattime, Bangdel should have
thatheld statuary, He
said, “I felt it was vemb\e photographicevidenceof theft  inachariot, fw his singular act of
importantto provide of criminal commitmenti Stolen
ulpability 0 Images of Butevenif today we.
donot fate thi
been ment,
Also, theveryactof  come,
themarket  scholarly record left behind by the
ingareas.” valuecﬂKmhmanduValleystauwy‘ lae Lain Singh Bangdel willbe used
The dying futwrethefts. ~ farintothe
of “The proofof left the coumry",

adangerous time to

thereforalltosee (ifanyone was

hack home. ¢
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ABOUT TOWN

EXHIBITION
% Raw Material: From the road in Asia Travel collage by Margi Scharff. Indigo Gallery,
Naxal, 8AM-6PM daily. 413580

EVENTS

% Christmas Bazar 13 December, followed by barbecue,
courtyard, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

House of Cards Tihar at the Rox Bar with live band, DJ,
games and more, happy hour from 6PM-9PM. Hyatt
Regency Kathmandu. 491234

Studying at Cardiff Law School, Wales Professor Phil
Thomas speaks, 10 November, 2.30 PM, Nepal Bar
Association Hall, next to Supreme Court. For more
information and for walk-in interviews email
anup@pioneerlawfirm.com. 221340

Seventh annual Friends of KISV Deusi bhailo featuring Kumari's ballet, snacks and
dinner. Rs 1,000 per head, 5.30 PM, 2 November, Dwarika's Hotel. 9810.34656
Weekly dialogues on life and living and books and audiotapes at the
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BOOKWORM

Bornin Bigutar, Nepal: Socio-E

1971-2001 Peter Hodge Prindle

RatnaPustak Bhandar, Kathmandu, 2002

Rs1,195

Based on fieldwork carried out from 1971-1972, this study attempts to provide in-depth

processes of a Nepali village and
1

ic Relationship of a Brahmin-Bhuijel Village,

examine how this d
other regions of Nepal.

tostudies of

An Other Voice: English Literature from Nepal Deepak Thapa, Kesang Tseten, eds
Meartin Chautari, Kathmandu, 2002

Rs275

Short stories by Mani Dixit, Joel Isaacson, Sushma Joshi, Peter Karthak, Sunil Nepali, Greta
Rana, Manjushree Thapa, Kesang Tseten and Samrat Upadhyay. Poetry by Wayne Amtzis,
Hannah Chi, Padma Prasad Devkota, Tsering Wangmo, Dhompa, DB Gurung, E Ann
Hunkins, Manju Kanchuli, Tek B Karki, Kesar Lall, Yuyutsu RD Sharma and Abhi Subedi.

The Confluence of Religions, a Scientific Perspective
Hari Narayan Malla

Dr Sarala Malla, Kathmandu, 2002

Rs100

that body evolves from
force and the gravitational force of the sun, earth and moon. The natural forces may be called

the ‘Word', god’ tive p i f different
religions, for their ; global peace
monuments

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Study Center, Dhyankuti, Swoyambhu. Saturdays1PM-6PM. 227704.

Music
% Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINK
% Friday Indulgence Irish music from An Fainne, tasting with 12 Scottish single malt, Rs
999. The Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

Fo0D
% Arabic Food Festival Chef and belly dancer from
Lebanon, Rs 1,500 singles and Rs 2,200 couples,
includes two glasses of draft beer, lunch or dinner,
and dessert. Until 3 November, at Le Meridien
Kathmandu. 224399
% Saturday Brunch at The Café with Asian and
Mediterranean buffet every alternate week. Hyatt
Regency Kathmandu. 491234
% Sekuwa Saanjh Friday Nepali BBQ, Rs 555 plus tax
per head, with a can of beer or soft drink, Dwarika's
Hotel. 479488
% \Vegetarian specialties and clay oven pizza at Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace,
Boudha. 480262
% Iced Lemon Sour Plum Sour, sweet, salty, bitter, to go with the improved Singaporean
and Malaysian food. Sing Ma, the Food Court, foodcourt@wlink.com.np. 520004

GETAWAYS

% Christmas & New Year Packages Overnight stays with dinner and breakfast,
Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

% Tea House Combo Room, breakfast, Neapli thali dinner, swimming, jacuzzi. Rs 700
per head on twin sharing for Nepalis and expats, Tea House Inn, Nagarkot. 410432

% Diwali Retreat Two nights and three days at Rs 6,499 per head on twin sharing, Rs
8,999 for single occupancy. Includes sports, 30 percent off spa and health club,
heated outdoor pool and more. Fulbari Resort & Spa, Pokhara. 477305

For inclusion in the listing send information to eitors@nepalitmes.com

NEPALI WEATHER NGAMINDRA D/

This week's satellite picture of the subcontinent
taken on Wednesday morning shows a cloud-
free Nepal and Tibetan plateau. The weather
disturbances are far away to the south and west,
and this should give us dry, clear days with the
minimum temperatures dropping to the single
digit. The westerly disturbance currently over Iran
will head this way and bring some high-altitude
cloud cover by the weekend, and perhaps even
some snow flurries at higher altitudes.

KATHMANDUVALLEY
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Giveyourselfthe gift of Reflexology!

+ buyers, Please call: Niraj 981024067 Email
Emai: buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 425931 &

niraj_adhikari@hotmail.com

Nagarkot Special at Naked Chet Bed and breakfast,
three-course gourmet dinner, Rs 800 per person.
Room Rs 300 only. For Nepalis and expatriates.
680006, 969107153

House for rent in Jawalakhel centrally ocated,
spacious old Rana bungalow (9386.615.1) with

big garden, ample parking space. Total land area-
30690.23 sq.f. Suitable for offices. Serious putitkindly, ‘expedition-
enquiries: Contact S. Rana between 7-8:30 am style'trek? Done Poon Hill and

on'thave the time, inclina-
tion, or gear for asiege, or to

below provide awarm contrast to
theforegrounded hillsand azure
sky. It'saspin on the classic
Annapurna Circuitvision that more

barking deer. Down at the head of
‘the canyon you start climbing again,
stone steps this time up to aridge
where the trail opens to the Modi
valley and Tolka village. Down
another staircase here, up past
streamsand fields and the Modi
Kholaway down and before you
know it you're in Landruk.

Thisis happiness. Almost every
public room in every lodge in
Landruk looks on to the mountains.
The ACAP-regulated food is good,
the pleasant exhaustion after agood
day'swalk has set in, and being
catatonic s the only way to be, if
you intersperse it with half-hearted
attempts at playing cards or

pa "

Terrace flat available on short-term lease. O~ »
bedroom, one living room, spacious kichen, toilet/
bathroom, hot water on tap and a wide beer terrace.
Lots of greenery, great view of sunset, good price
and some chil people around. Call Mani Rai
424877 or Dinesh 425677.

and 5:30-8 pm Tel: 521128/546857 ant
challenging and a it shorter than
the so-called Royal Trek northeast
of Pokhara's other lakes, Begnas and
Rupa Tal? Dothe Landruk Loop.
Startat Phedi on the Pokhara-
Baglung road, slog up past
Dhampus, stay the nightat
Landruk, climb up to the better-

House for rent in Thamel Four bedrooms each
with attached bath, eat-in kitchen, living room,
large terrace, Rs 15,000. Tel:9810-21981,9692-
3272

Contact www kopilaclinic.com Lazimpat Book Club We choose a novel and
meet one evening a week for iscussion and

conversation. Join us - tel 429590

Beautifulland for your dream project ! Bird

for the two-and-z-
half-hour, almost 700m climbto
Dhampus, on the ridge.

After Dhampus you hit the
thododendron forestand astone-
paved trai that limbs steadily for
anhour-and-a-half o Pothana,
which opens upavista o the
Annapumavith Mechhapuchhre
ki

breeding? Flower/Fruit Cultivation? Ayurvedic , home to

Clinic? Meditation Center? Terraced land, 2 %

trestage. (At this point,

Visit Ground Zero Fine wines, designer candles,
cards, exclusive Nepali paper products, slver
jewelery, wooden items, perfumes and more.
Darbar Marg, opposite Hotel de Annapurna.

eco-tourismAypy
and conservationists. Then swoop
down to Birethanti and cab it back
toPokhara inan hour.

The hardest part of this trip will
bewaking up at crack of dawn in
Pokhara, likely after a night of
carousing on lakeside, and swilling
what breakfast you can get—

Ropani, next to a wild running brook! Absolutely
breathtaking location. Only 20 minute drive from 3
Kathmandu city o this treasure property! Serious ~ «

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

A charismatic (and tattooed) extreme sports

though, it like Matter-
horn than afishtail, but it til an
excellent bit of mountain) Past the
Pothanalodges, where forifying
and delicious noodlesoupis
availeble,isanother stone-paved
trail tothe top of the ill as it
were. Pittim Deorali, a45-minute
walk, offersa great view of

probably chiure-

g

Up brightand early the next
morning, walk along the trail
leading down to the Modi Khola as
the first rays of the sun hit the
himal. Thestiff climb up to
Ghandruk, the social hub of the
Annapurnatrekking routes, might
just leave you gasping for more!
Further north! To Chhomrong!
Or Ghorepani! Contain your-
self—you didn’t take than much
time off work.

Whilein Ghandruk, though,
check out the Gurung Museum,
which has weapons, clothing,
utensils and household items used
by Gurungs dating back to the
1800s. Slug back some millet

fiunchuli,

performance arists-of-sorts (e videotapes
himself puling dangerous and sometimes ilegal
stunts, then sells them on the black marke),
Xander Cage (the new heartthrob Vin Diesel) is a
James Bond-ike hero vith the personaliy of a

rock star. Cage is recruited by a government
agent, Gibbons son) to infiltrate a Russian
crime fing, Anarchy 99, led by a myste

figure called Yorgi (Csokas

unleashing a lethal substance i the rivers of
Europe, which sends him racing through a series

omelette-five cups of milky, sugary
tea. Offyougo, on the busto
Baglung, or the flying taxi to Phedii
“The reason it'svital to wake up
early is not so much getting to
Landruk by nightfall, asslogging up
past grazing forests, fields and a
stonestaircase en route to Dhampus
before it gets too warm, and getting

JAINEPAL CINEMA

12 noon, 3PM, 6P
Telephone booki

and arealsense of accomplishment
when you look down at where you
camefrom

“The day gets abit easer from
here—or harder, depending on how

your way down. It
almost doesn't matter whether you
goslow ortry to save some knees
for old age on the steep walk down
Asyou plunge past fields, rivers,and
forests, your ears will pop anyway,
T

you your
descents—as you walk down the
otherside of the hill into acanyon
of the Modi Khola through lush

iews. Past the
forest,theair scrisp, and the
golden ric ields in the Set vlley

e noteworthy amuel L

o Online booking
Jackson and the smoking Asia Argento.

wiwjainepal.com

, ferns,
archids, butterflies, birds and what
you can imagine o be thesound of

'rein Syauli
Bazar, a perfectplace fora quick
snack as you take in the green
fields and the roar of the river
before you walk the last hour to
Birethanti, asphalt, unpleasant-
ness, and taxis.

Y TRAVEL MEDICAL INSURANCE:
FM 102.4 rave :
- ravelllatioad? ==
X Business or pleasure, now you can Medical + Emergency expense:
Mon-Fri  0615-0645  BBC World Today travel with a free mind. Hospital benefits
Sat 0615-0645  BBC Reporting Religion ss of checked baggage
sun 06150645  BBC Agenda R
Daily 2045-2115  BBC gkfnl ;jf Personal iabily
Daily 2245-2300  BBC gkfnl ;Jf
Sun-Fri 0740-0800 Itgéf s7f
Daily 0800-0830  8jnL
Daily 2000-2030  cfhsf s/t
Radio Sagarmatha
PO. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 £ - - - . 8
st & EveresT INsurANCE Company LTp
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org Siddhi Bhawan, Kantipath PO Box: 10675 Kathmandu
www.radiosagarmatha.org Tel: 243631, 255679, 255680, 269216, 269217 Fax: 977-1-240083 Email: eveinsco@mos.com.np

INTEGRAL

KHICHAPOKHARI, TEL: 222539; BISHAL BAZAR - Shop no. 29, New Road, Tel: 221971,
Bluebird Department Store - Tripureshwor; Tel : 228833 Ext. 5418; Durbar Marg-Tel: 242821
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Jand, Raxi, or Mo

between the omelette served on the early

morning New Delhi shuttle and the styrofoam
breakfast tray it rested in, and having thus
inadvertently suffered a polystyrene overdose, | was
determined this time on RA205 to stick to a liquid
diet. So, when the flight attendant came down the
aisle to ask “Black coffee, white coffee, or black-and-
white coffee, sir?” | thought: i . yar,

H aving once been unable to taste the difference

o
Muesli in Thimi Yoghurt
Sherpa Butter Teawith Salt, or warm Tongba
Juicy chhurpi chunks

Bangalore-Kathmandu
Bunch

why not give ita try.

The fluid that was served had a taste that was hard
to pin down accurately. So, when she came around
again, | said: “Miss, if that was coffee, give me tea. If it
‘was tea, give me coffee.” Thatis the great thing about
our national flag carrier, itis full of surprises and leaves
alotto the imagination.

Theworld over, airline food is generally regarded
asbeing vi iing. Luckily, our: li

i in-flight menu that will inspil
and wonder with its clever and creative use of Nepal's
multifarious ethnic cuisine. Recently we were
given asneak preview of the line-up at the
gastrodrome :

Kathmandu-Delhi
Breakfast
‘Yak Noodle Soup (Strips of chewy yak sukuti ina
choice of My-My, Ha-Ha, or Buy-Buy Instant
Noodles)

= and basi)
Deep-fried goat guts with Chiura
o

Sludge dal
Dessert: Red ant abdomens in Wild Himalayan
Honey
Kathmandu-Hong Kong
Lunch
‘Three eggs in one basket with guava and cucumber
slices
Red herring in gundruk stewed with tamarind, tomato
and garlic
o
Raw water buffalo Chwela-Kachila marinated in
lemon sauce and red chilly paste
Sprite or Fanta
Kathmandu-Dubai

Dinner
Sinki Salad (sun-dried radiish strips wrapped in
elephant-ear karkalo leaf)
Pty

potatoes in rice
o

chilly on the side.
Rasputin rice pudding
Jand and/or Raxi, and/or Moi

NEPALI SOCIE

Allo, allo

C ollecting and processing allo, stinging nettle,

isn't easy. Kopila Rai, a 34-year-old native of
Chingkha village, which overlooks the Arun
river, should know. Kopila collects the allo—which
has culturally and religiously determined uses for
Kulung Rai people in eastern Nepal—to process it
and then weave it into strong, soft fabrics. “It's hard
and painstaking work, collecting and processing allo,”
says Kopila. “But our endeavours are paying off.”

Today, Kopilais chairperson of the Chingkha Allo
Cloth Production Club, which has two dozen
members, nearly all women, who manufacture allo
cloth and transform it into marketable products like
shawls, scarves, bags, and jackets. “Il’s an extra
source of income which helps supplement the
income from farming. We have to rely less on the
menfolk for money,” says Kopila.

Koplia makes time to collect and process the
netile in between keeping house and caring for two
children, “We're away for three or four days at a
stretch, collecting allo from deep inside highland
forests, where the sun rarely shines.” Men usually
help in harvesting the shrub. Once the bark is
stripped off the shrubs, it is boiled in water
containing ash. The barkis then stonewashed at a
nearby river bringing out the fibre that makes allo so
special. Ever since she attended her first training
some 20 years ago, Kopila's been sharing her
expertise with other women to improve their
business and technical skills. She also serves as the
vice president of the regional alo production club.

The Mountain Institute, which has been carrying
out a variety of programs with local people in the
Makalu Barun area, recently recognised Koplia's
efforts. She is one of 12 “mountain heroes" featured
in a 2003 calendar celebrating 14 years of the
institute’s partnership in the Makalu-Barun area.
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