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Hardline Baburam

BHAGIRATH YOGI

P rime Minister Lokendra Bahadur

Chand has been so busy Iaunchlng

o

Maoist leader Baburam
hurled another broadside at the monar-
chy just as analysts were saying the
rebels were softening their approach. In
what appears o be an effort to drive
another wedge between the political
parties and the king, and exploit the
current strained relations between them,
Bhattarai calls for unity among “demo-
cratic forces” to build on the gains of the
1990 People’s Movement. Bhattarai
argues that significant changes were.
taking place at the geopolitical level that
affected the strategic balance of power
in Nepal. He directs the leaders of the
political parties not to be spellbound by
the monarchy. “We never gave up our
program for a republicen e, sid the
“In fact,

importance of art and literature for nalmnal
upliftment, that he doesn't seem to have
time for much else.

Tobe fair, Chand has been doing the
rounds lobbying hard to cajole party
stalwarts to lend support to his administra-
tion. But Dasain and Tihar have slowed
things down, and no “untainted”
politician seems eager to join his
technocrat-dominated nine-
member cabinet.

The public’s perception is
that the interim administration is
off toaslow start.

‘The health and finance ministers
did announce plans for reform: further
belt-tightening on expenditure and a new

the constituent
assembly is not
analternative to
arepublic, but
only amethod-
ology to
institutionalise
that republic.” He
says next week's
three-day bandh
marks the launch of
ajoint struggle to
this end. The
Maoists have been
blowing hot and cold
lately, and analysts
say this latest
statement shows that
the rebels are in
no mood for
compromise.
Q.00you think Maoisteader Prachandais serous n
s atestoffer o talks?

Totalvotes: 2077

Weeklyntemet ol #59.To voteoto-wwregalnes.com
Q.Which of the following offers the best solution to
the present politcal impasse:

Tnstatement of palianent none of the above

health But the public is
skeptical about more plans, and wants to
see immediate and dramatic improvements
inservice delivery. The one thing that has
received widespread acclaim is the strong
action by the anti-corruption body to send
former Home Minister Khum Bahadur
Khadka, information minister Jayaprakash
Prasad Gupta and others, including the

Divided th

One month into office, Chand

overnment is

getting little help from squabbling politicos.

confrontation, even though we want to
avoid it,” UML leader Madhav Kumar
Nepal told his party paper.

Despite their tough talk, the political

Sources close to Baluwatar told us
Chand is wooing some big-name Congress

ey fall

However, Baburam Bhattarai this week
published an uncompromising republic-or-

and UML as well and NSP
leaders. He may al technocrats and

(Seebox)

n

direct talks

the results sofar

chairman of Royal Nepal Airlines, to jail. Ippe fthe king's 0 Maoists, 3
T action. And Cl Andthatis Cl challenge.
work is: a) lure political parties into the fold, paid off: p- established “at the highest level”. India’s
and b) bring Maoists in to talk. On both, ofhls nwn party, the RPP.Whilehetakes  bad-cop, alternating seemingly conciliatory  role s said to be plvnlal here, since the
ftly-softly appi i i ivic Maolsvs use Indi: y for training,
Badn Prasad Mandal theking. New Delhi says it
of the Sadhhavana Party, carry the bigstick.  renewed his call for wants the

Congress and CPN (UML) arestill vncally
defiant about and have

refused point-blank to join the Chand
cabinet. Bothare

parties for

the king, political parties and the Maoists
have

parties
on boatd wh\le negoti |ng wuh the| rehels

not joining Hetolda

:“The

‘machinery for mass meetings in the coming
weeks. “The situation is forcing us towards

meetingin
government will march on even if the major
parties don't join us.”

hinted that they may accept the constitu-

e

tional monarchy if
relinquish control over the army.

2
ingthisapproach. # U’“‘Ldna“%"

Chandra Kumari is happy now

g Kak, a wel-known South Korean
writer, stood in front of Chandra Kumari Gurung in Kimche village near Pokhara
last month, head bowed and palms together. Chol wasn't fumbiing for words to
express guilt for any action of his own, he was apologising for his count

Chandra Kumari went to Korea to work as a labourer in 1992, a healthy and
excited woman nearing 40. In 1993, she disappeared.

A meal Chandra Kumari couldn' pay for was the start of the nightmarish six
years and four months that this normal, balanced Nepali woman spent in
Korea's national psychiatric hospital. After her release, Chandra Kumari, with
the help of angry South Koreans, sued the Republic of Korea and Dong-san
Jang, director of the Chung-fyang-ri mental hospitl. “Because of the careless-
ness of the Korean police and state, she ended up in the hospital, where she
had no business being,” said Choi, Who is also vice-president of Nature Trai,
the Korean NGO that helped Chandra return home on 14 June, 2000.

Of the nearly 2,000 Nepalis working in Korea, 99 percent are llegal. Many
have been there since they went to South Korea legally since 1991, under a
“rainee program’. Since that program expired, there has been no formal
labour agreement between the two governments. Activists like Choi and Nepalis
considering working in South Korea hope that Chandra's case wil set
precedent for better labour laws for migrant workers.

When Korean police arrested Chandra Kumari she couldn't explain to them
that she had lost her wallet. She had no valid papers, and couldn’t communi-
cate o the police her contact address and phone number. “She just insisted

she was Nepali not Korean, and said *| don't know in Korean to every
question they asked," said Lee Seong-gyou, a journalist working on a
documentary about Nepali migrant workers. With her Gurung looks she
could have mistaken for a Korean. “But there's no excuse for such a
devastating mistake,” Lee told us.

Throughout her stay in the psychiatic hospital, Chandra Kumari
was kept alone in a room. A doctor there familiar with Nepal et her,
and contacted Lee Geun Hoo, a member of Nature Trail and founder
of the Yeti Café in Seoul. Lee, a professor who has been coming to
Nepal requlary for 15 years, visied the hospital. The story was
publicsed by Nature Trall, and created an uproar in Korea.

Soon after her release from the hospital in April 2000 Korean
lawyer Suk-tae Lee helped Chandra file a lawsuit demanding compen-
sation for her incarceration, and a formal apology from the South
Korean state. The court artived t a ruling 5 November, and awarded
Chandra just over $23,500. Choi says the amount is insultng, and
that NGOS and Chandra's lawyer are preparing to appeal. *Stl, no
amount of money can ever right the wrong that the Korean state
comied against Chandra,” Choi old us when in Nepal last morth to
hand over money that the Korean public has donated to Chandra.

“She's a totally diferent woman today from the one we met in

rea,” says Choi. Chandra Kumari is now taking care of her
elderly father. (See also ISeven years with my Korean fathersi,
p.45)

'handrd Kuma
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makes us more divisive and prone to disunity than

Theve is something in the Nepali character that

any other people. Perhaps our shared history is so

faint, its symbols so ephemeral, our future so abstract,
that it breeds individualism. The “patriotic songs” every
morning on radio extol the virtues of the impeyan pheasant,
Mt Everest and Lumbini. But they sound like parodies.

Individually, we are proud to be Nepalis, but we can't
seem to be collectively proud to be Nepalis. We like
Nepal, but can't seem to stand other Nepalis. Especially
if they are Nepalis who are doing well for themselves. It
is this frog-in-the-well psyche that has kept us from
getting ahead—if one frog tries to take a leap, another
will drag it down. In fact, there are many examples of
Nepalis who have excelled in societies where there are

no other Nepalis to pull
them back.

It's not for lack of ability that we lag behind. It is not
even because we have low self-esteem. A prime minister
who has just been sacked told the youth wing of his
faction, in all modesty, that he was “the best prime
minister Nepal ever had, and will ever have". Well, some
prime ministers are born great, others attain greatness,
and still others just think they're great.

With misplaced pride on that scale, it is no wonder

STATE OF THE =

The four wheels of democracy

Everything a constituent assembly can do, a sovereign parliament can do better.

ropelled by the rumours of
animpending settlement
between Maoist rebelsand

seeccescsscsssescsscsssescssssssesccsssssens
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have set world records in disunity. Replicating through binary

UN-UNITED NATION

that we can't work together. Just look at our track record.
Communist parties the world over are known for their divi-
siveness, but even by international standards, our comrades

fission like amoeba, we have more communist factions per
capita than any other nation on earth. Doctoral candidates have
done their PhDs trying to unravel the sequence, and keep track

of the splits.

And it's not just politics. We have two ANFAs, two PABSONS,

two

two film artists

and at last count there were three rival political science associa-

tions. One of Nepal's most professional and successful domes-
tic airlines split in two because of sibling rivalry (the smaller
airline went by the nickname “Brother Air").

We don't know how bad it is in other countries, but it could be

that this is a mentality common to poor countries, where the
people are left to quarrel over such small pickings. They end up
fighting each other instead of those who are cheating them.

Congress vs Congress vs Congress, UML vs Congress,
UML vs ML, ML vs ML, RPP vs RPP, ironically, even the leftist
party that called itself “Unity Centre” eventually split. Usually
the reasons are not ideological, but personal envy, jealousy
and pride. Somehow, the Maoists have not split yet. But give
them time. They are Nepalis after all

“In the west, democracy celebrates differences of opin-

ion. There's a rule, you agree to disagree but with a point
and not a person,” sociologist Krishna Bhattachan ex-
plained to us. “In Nepal, people tend to disagree with the
person.” And because we take things so personally, we
haven't as a nation been able to transform our genuine and
deeply-felt sense of national pride into a unity of purpose. We
can, and must, override our ingrained cultural individualism to
achieve a sense of collective destiny. Otherwise we will just
keep on fighting each other until there is nothing left to fight over.

by CK LAL

seeccescesccssescesccssescoscsssescsscnses

the palace, the trial balloon of a “desire and decision”, however, ‘was almost a constituent assem- came beck from political exile acolytes of BP Koirala have b Whati
constituentassembly isonceagain - never goti Aftera bly—it coul llthe heand theking to propose after 4 October, may more urgently isasincere
upintheair. Butwillsuchan decacle of uncertainty, political provisions of the constitutionsave  were “joined at the neck”, the ligin the formation of aconstitu-  attempt to bring the four-
ly ent lemo-
rather than solving our existing proposal togo directly for Alarmed by that possibility, King anarticle of faith with the Nepali ~ debate the future of monarchy crati rain back on track. Weall
ones, remains to be answered parliamentary polls. Mahendra dismissed parliament Congress. itself. know what those wheels
satisfactorily. Perhaps King Mahendra had and put the first elected prime Some fringe groups on the left, However, inacountryin the legislative assembly consituted
Controversy over the expected that a hung parliament minister of the country in jail particularly the Nepal Communist  violent grips of insurgency and by adult franchise, an executive
constituent ild give hir ‘within 18 months of the general Party (Marxist-Leninist) then counter-insurgency, the ideaofa body formed by multiparty
01951, when King Tribhuvan The lecti d reneged on c anu\alnn in constituent hasitsown elections, anindependent
proclaimed: “Itbeing our desire electorate, as i itswont, threw the solemn p Jhapa, did espo pitfalls. First, free and fair polls judiciary to ensure rule of law,
and decision that our people, cold water over the ambitions of hlsh{her shlpohhe proletariat, but most aren'tpo: ional monarchy as
henceforth, theking. anelected forces had insurgents asymbol of unity of all Nepalis.
democratic constitution framed and gave the Nepali Congressa their bsolut side with impunity. Second, mere Given the history of
by the Constituent Assembly, two-thirds majority. Ineffect, this  dormantall through the years of monarchy, not wit isnothing animosity between democratic
elected by them...”. The royal meant that the new parliament struggle for restoration of assuch. After forcesand the king, the

democracy. When BP Koirala

verdict, BP Koirala told Bhola
Chatterji of Calcutta’s Sunday
magazine in 1979 that the Nepali

assembly
of i

restlessness among the rank

leading to Sikkimisation. The.
political elite in Kathmandu

and file of the Nepali Congress
is perhaps understandable. But
aconfrontation between the
two at this juncture is the last
thing that we need. In any
case, it was Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba who badly
wounded the constitution by
his midnight recommendation

Congress was not for monarchy, Valley may not be aware of it, but
but “kingship”. Kingship, accord- people in the countryside have
ing to Hi is power i
held by arulerin trust- behalf the fate of ik
of the ruled, and with their Bhutan can be any worse than
consent. hasno prolonged di
place for absolute monarchy or gency. The third risk is that of
executive kings.

Perhaps King Gyanendra an unfair election leading 10 Ihe

alluded to this distinction when he

curtailment of existing ngms

this year that the
constitution of the kingdom of
Nepal 1990 was a document of
compromise between three
political forces of the
country—democrats
represented by the
Nepali Congress,
communists
represented by the
LeftFront, and the
rest of the people
represented by the
king. Thereisonly
one problem with
this interpretation of
the People’s Move-
mentof 1990: how do
we know whether the
rest of us want the king to
be our representative? The
answer, If-p

Then there s th
question: will the promise to
hold elections for the constitu-
entassembly once again
become an excuse to keep the
country in a political limbo?
By declaring that the state
authority is inherent in the king
rather than the people, King
Gyanendra has virtually
brought out the square wheel
from the Narayanhiti attic. But
that should not give an excuse
toagalaxy of constitutional
expevls and polmcal scientists

for the dissolution of parlia-
ment. All political parties then
took their turn to rub salt over
thewound. Under the circum-
stances, the worst thing that King
Gyanendracan be blamed foris
‘mercy killing the constitution.
Itisincumbent upon all
stakeholders of democracy to
ensure the re-birth of the
constitution without being
entangled in the never-ending
debate over a constituent
assembly. Everything a constitu-
entassembly can do, asovereign
parliament can do better, and at
less cost to society. For acountry
alveady inviolent convulsion,

h Upadhayay,
Daman Nath Dhungana,
Narhari Acharya, Lok Raj
Baral, Krishna Khanal and
Krishna Hathechhu to get
engaged in the pointless task of

kingship is
hardly: an issue of priority.
Restoration of the democratic
process is much more urgently
needed, to face the twin
challenges of a leftist insurgency

wheel

ist resurgence. ¢
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iven the current economic and political
G turmail,itis our moral responsibility

‘totry to break the impasse by looking
atsolution. What compromise will resultin
‘the greatest public good?

‘Giventhe near-consensus onacommit-
mentto constitutional monarchyand the
multiparty system, acompromisestrategy can
emerge around the notion of the Constitu-
ent Assembly. Such an assembly of elected
representatives to draft a new constitution
can, if properly handled, serve asa
common denominator to bring ll the
partiestogether.

‘There, they can address the anomalies
that have contributed to this country's
‘woes: institutional corruption, regional
imbalances, lack of separation of power,
unstable governments, centralised
decision meking, lack of transparency in
governmentsand politicos, ignored
‘voices of political and ethnic minorities
in public policy debates, and missed
‘opportunity to exploit our vast natural
resources for the benefit of the millions,

‘Anelection foraconstituentassembly
s based on an election just ike a parliamen-
tary election. Recently, countries like South
‘Africa, Namibia, and Ezst Timor have
successfully used this democratic process to
form constituent assemblies towrite (or re-
wite) their constitutions. After ratifying
‘the document, the constituent assemblies
have then been converted into parliamen-
tary assemblies.

‘These constituent assemblies used a more
inclusive eectoral method—proportional
representation, where seatsare allocated based
on !he percentage of the popular party votes,
Ourcurrent method of election is the winner-
take-all Westminster model.

Going from historical experience
elsewhere, afuture constituentassembly in

Nepal can lso be expanded toinclude the
membersof the Upper Housz tomake the
processmore inclusive and if necessary the
chamber may be reformed through fresh
election. Anall-party interim government may
be needed toensure faimess during the:
election process

An exercise in forming a constituent
assembly must take advantage of this
opportunity to set the following agenda:
empowerment, separation of powers, and a
code of conduct.

Thegrasrootsmustbe empowered by
devolving ecision-making powers througha

system of decentralized regional govern-

e ments. ituti

ock therapy

by ALOK BOHARA

A Beautiful Mess

Nobel Prize winning mathematical genius John Nash, in the movie A Beautiful Mind,
goes to a bar with his friends, and upon seeing four women including a blonde he
observes the following: “If every one were to go after the blonde, the chances re that
everyone would all go home without the pleasure of female company. The best solution
is to reduce this non-cooperative competitive situation into a cooperation game by
changing the strategy by agreeing to ignore the blonde, thereby increasing the chance

of going home with the other lesser bearies.”

“The lesson for Nepal is that competiive non-cooperation with a potentially
disastrous outcome can be avoided by following a cooperative game that resuits in a

better outcome for all concerned.

members the House, this

interest.

therebellion,
The

butnotwithout

layers: village, region, and center. A

T
conduct: the nation, government, and

proportional representation system would not be able to overrun the country to
level of i p i
D i irtrai,
P The political parties, because of their own
arenot 'to muster much
transparency. bythe torepeat 1990 Part Two.
up meﬁrst past-t mpmwmmms&er y |, increasingly
model for| peopl andthe united, and influential.
Putsimply, this system puts half its whole nation suffers. The country has thus been stagnant for
The currentrift years, wit ly
I I i
g
method, and the other W ntest. inmore than 5,000 deaths. What will be
the next best move that will bring everyone
party recei i regionall truggle. closer
T ] yal Nepal 50 that the nati be d from this
responsibilities need to be clarified to avoid Amy. T i
future conflict between the constitutional cadre base. Tt P
. This times, but they
completely grassroot | to bear the very well be a constituent assembly. It will
removearoyal role, especlallydunng the grave banner of democracy. Thi i ut that ma
imilarly, el eemstable, butit lyway. ¢
‘the Prime Minister, as in Israel, would make because there s no incentive for anyone to
the executive head responsible to the entire change their conduct. We could lingerinthis  (Alok K Bohara, PhD, is professor of
nation rather than to his or her party bosses. limbo foralong time. economics at the University of New
Byallowing the premier to pick cabinet Thearmywill requireasignificant Mexico, USA)

CCOMMON SENSE

And so it goes on. The seem-
ingly endless spiral of murder
and mayhem. Amidst all this we
have to bear witness to the
inexorable extinction of all that
we hold good: faith, basic
human decency,wisdom and
compassion.

‘The sickening squabbles
amongst these pariahs of
politics hold the entire nation
hostage. They brandish the
constitution as a fig leaf to
explain away all their shenani-
gans and in the meantime
everyone lives in abject terror.
The countless deaths become
nothing more than “collateral
damage”, the citizens suffer
from viewer fatigue and readers
like us, who enjoy the relative
luxury of fe in the US, can
safely take angry, bombastic pot
shots at the Maoists and the
politcians from this distance.

Meanwhile heroes like
Mohan Khatri and Krishna
Sapkota die everyday, and all |
can think of is what can | do to
show my respect and gratitude
for these selfless martyrs who
have laid down their lives to the
greater cause of life and liberty.

Right from day one, your
paper has always espoused
decency and common sense in
these difficult times. But who is
listening?

Irrespective of his motives,
the king’s gambit was the only
last ditch option we really had.

The solution will not be painless. |
just say itis not too late.
T Sherpa, Seattle, USA

o What politcal parties' re-
sponses to King Gyanendra's
move has shown is what Nepalis
have known all too well all along:
that the parties have neither the
political will nor the stomach to
confront the myriad crises that
have beset the nation. As you
have pointed out in your editorial
(“Common sense in uncommon
times", #116), political parties
were given a free hand for 12
years, they had the chance to
attempt to solve the problem of
Maoistinsurrection, the rampant
corruption in the highest echelons
of government, rampaging
lawlessness and a languishing
refugee crisis screaming for
attention. Instead what the
country got was an intensified
insurgency. Politicians treated the
national treasury as their own
pigay bank, the once-healthy
national flag carrier teetering on
bankruptcy, endless scandals,
corruption and mismanagement
careening out of control, and the
all-talk no-action approach to the
refugee crisis,

Sois it any surprise that the
people have stood with cautious
and guarded optimism now that
King Gyanendra has asserted
himself, within the framework of
the constitution, to address the
grievances of long-suffering
Nepalis? They know the political

parties have utterly and ruthlessly
failed. The confrontational
approach, using language loaded
with thinly veiled threats against
the king being adopted by the
political parties and their refusal to
Join the government have demon-
strated how completely vacuous,
out-of-touch and morally bankrupt
they have become. The real threat
to the security, ignity and
sovereignty of the Nepali people
does not emanate from
Narayanhiti, but as the pasl 12
years have

LETTERS

into people power in the first
place. They have tolerated rotin
their air, water, and streets:
what reason on earth was there
to suppose that they would not
also folerate it in their govern-
ment? The hard truth is that the
Nepali people, whom | love
dearly, have deserved every fool
and crook they've kept in power
in Singha Durbar. In the king they
have neither, consequenty, the
hope.

pe.
Lalis contemptuous of the

judgments” of

comes from the likes of Gm]a
Koirala, Madhav Nepal, Baburam
Bhattarai and their lk.

Bishwa Basnet, by email

CK LAL

If Mahakal is dancing, it's CK Lal
who's keeping the beat. How
disappointing to see Lal's moving
tribute to Major Khatri (“The purity
of pure despair”, #117) degener-
ate into lugubrious pontifications
on the death of this and that. He
moumns the death of hope in the
country, but all I've heard since 4
October is that now there is
some. And there seems little
sense getting misty-eyed about
the passing of ‘the sovereignty of
the people” when the pretend-
democracy at play in Nepal for the
last 12 years clearly gave birth to
10 such thing. Their indifierence
to political thought and action and

donors (the writer in his familiar
xenophobic mode), but that begs
the question why it is not the
business of donors to see their
largesse safely to its destina-
tions, or pass judgement on the
success or failure of its arrival.
Doesn't his resentment spell the
larger problem of Nepal's failed
democracy: its aversion to
accountability? The coniradiction
in Lal's thought mirrors the
paradox of £

MOHAN KHATRI

‘Thanks to Kunda Dixit for his
appreciation piece on Major
Khatri, despite the unnecessary
underhanded jab at the RNA.
(‘The villagers’ support kept me
going”, #116) Major Khatri, by all
accounts, lived a life of chal-
lenges—translating his rugged
dreams into reality with money
saved from his army days. He is
one of many unsuing Nepali
heroes: an entrepreneur that
helps himself and others
through productive activity and
then extends his benevolence to
the community. He was a
capitalist caught between
politicians with the mentality of
hyenas (no offence to hyenas)
and individuals pursuing a
pathetic and defunct ideology
that has unleashed an incredible
evil on this land. His work
seems to have ended far too
soon. How many others like him
have been wasted by this
mess? | h

to democracy. Both support
democracy and lament its failure
even as they reject adherence to
the transparency and rule of law
central to its functioning. Indeed,
some homegrown sanctimony,
as well as the rectitude which
underpins it, might have helped
the struggling experiment toits
feet, And more cynicism, not
less, dear editor, might have

their q
moreover, hardly qualified the
Nepali people for an adventure

helped too.
are run by laws, not by men.
Thomas Duddy, Thamel

p
this man someday because
when and if the dust settles, it
will be on the backs of thou-
sands of people with his
character and dreams that the
country will pick up the pieces.
God bless his family.

P Rana, by email

® As someone who has been
fortunate enough to have had
the chance to visit your lovely
country, | was deeply saddened
and shocked to read about the

brutal and senseless murder of
Major Mohan Khatri. Sadly, we
‘must remember that he is just
one of many innocent people
whose lives have been lost and
whose family must suffer such
pain in the ongoing conflict. |
pray that Nepal, which | have
grown to love very much, might
find peace and I pray for Major
Khatris family and others who
are grieving the loss of their
loved ones. | pray that his life,
though tragically taken, will be
an inspiration to others like him
who truly wish to work for the
good of the people, to relieve
suffering, to care for those in
need, who do not wish to take
political sides or work just for
profit, but who truly want
what's best for their country. In
tribute to Major Khatri's life and
work and others like him,
please, don't give up the fight
(not necessarily armed fight) for
good and justice and love. | pray
that out of tragedy might live
hope. What a precious word,
hope. May it never be taken...
Sarah Olson Seattle, USA
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Seven years with my - Korean fathers

country. Westarted saying! goodbye

\mpmed But October passed. By

!amlly to us Everyonewasmelan-
choly, and we couldn't help crying
the last time we met.

April, ‘tarrived.
When I called his house, I gota
recording saying that the number was
no longer in service. After that, |

our departureon 1 April, 1998. The

Steel Company. | got the same

company presidentowed usbackpay  message that time, too.
from January 1997 to April 1998. The Meanwhile, two Koreans had
y he myaunt!
R Jae Gil but! Wedid just Tagjeon, and three 8-ton trucks, and (s love in that far I never , buthewould restaurant before | returned to Nepal.
A flrst erson account Of . Thanksto that father” Yoofor  puttheir ., awayland, g gotany better. Accordingto the soon bringit tousin Nepal. Wefelt  After getting to know this couple, |
p him, | leamttospeak Korean quickly.  over three years. We wentto his house 5ton loctor, frame asif collapsed and
Pasang Sherpa's quest to He taught me the work too. When- inUijongbu for 15tn  there. had become twisted. ontopofus. HegaveusZ million they agreed to help. Thanks to the
. A & everwe had time, we saton the y ae I inour Oneday, the  won($1,100). efforts of Mrs Jeong, thewoman, | got
Sul Ort hIS famll trackln lamstill hard 1 vllage as “cousin’”. Weespeclal\yl\ked mmmnwwapevaboulademn- gotonesuit, one mini CD, asmall  aphonecallfrom the company
pp y, grateful to him, ),andwentto oneof them, -whose house anairplane president.
ears Of backbreakln W0 In Yoo'spersonal servicecompany,we  karaoke. Hiswife realy treated us goodsonawagon, wecarriedthemon  wasn'tfar from us. Therewasalsoa Tl ticket, three pairs of pants, atravel  happy | was. He asked me to return
y A g i well, s our backs, shoulders, or heads. We lady at the Tae Ung supermarket, said, “Thosesons of bitches! Iftheygo  bag, a backpack, three pairs of to Korea. He said that first, he'd send
South Korea hIS dee unloading, gular customers, who toanother countrytoeammoney,  slippers, four fashion watches,and ~ money foraplaneticket through Mrs
" . 1 p . clothes Butthefirstyear | wecannot forget why don't they just eam it and 10 T-shirts on sale. Jeong, and tocomequickly. Afew
frlendshlps and dECeptlon cabinets, lockers, desks, chairs etc for ar fullof food for us when we retumed leave? What are Itfelt foma  dayslater, $600for
1 D fear for foreigy ' that we wer fovVAndmatgnesfovyou 100, if great height. Thy me. The
Iwas g hungry. Welived in Taesangli like this you do thatyou'll end up with orsixtimesa day
n28January, 1992, | left subway to Uijongbu, Reju said that Lungtung, Once, forsixyears, nothing. Understand?” thefirsttimein i
Kathmandu's Tribhuvan We must never stare at' 2t 1,500 minthe workplace. neighbours. It became: We replied, “Oh no, wedon't seven years, penniless, | feltdepressed  return quickly.
Intemational Airporttogo onthetrain, asit 1971, ofslyroloam andl, W\mmysmal\ praisedus. MrYoonKwanHo,an  justlike our hometown. therestof our my relatives However, |
to Koreatowork. My problem. Sofor theoldest of ime, It's! Father lives. Ifwewant todemand ourrights, ~ wouldsay. And I hadn'tbeenableto  wasnotin good health, and had no
pl outof like daughters. | in now, bula(thanlmellmademyhaw we'll go back to our country.” Butwe  send money home for along time. | way to getavisa. | told him that,
khadaaround my neck. As I walked idiots. | Leleptown, d-half's  standonend. sador forus,  himover! fter our first couldn'tbei totheir plight. and never heard
| ‘whether or not | walk away. | i Forawhile, andalsosleptwith usatthe hotel. Il project, Mr Yoo congratulated usand | i foreign  themthat| When I rang him, | heard, “This
i Sometimes| never forgethim. gave each of us 10,000won, about backwith me. Of course, myparents  number is no longer in service”.
Rajutook the ly cried. Soon thereafter | Ieamed o Irespected my many fathersin $11. Ifwe used that money to bathe eammoney like me, butwhoended would just I
airport. | shed no tears. company'sowner, Mr Yoo, in wiodo the Korea, but Father at up losing their hands or feetin with or without money. But | had forseveral months. | had already
Kimpo Uijongbu. party for . Itwes woerenamesoftheproducls and  oneof have Cl accidents or didn't receive their eamed that
airport, tothe andwere nalum\formymuther restaurant, we would be left penniless. pay, or fromthe sweat, it inKorea, but the reason | was
Thebroker had all sorts of things. We o beelated and thework ‘with father for five years. | can still If Korean labourers id that kind of cuumry, OF even worse, who My mother
dicn' about the fact that her ly hear - hard work, permonth, for 27 montths from ‘o deliver them. \We spent one waiting for meat Tr
‘westerners, if possible, so that the Korean food, sowe ate bread and theuniversity. We had to unload 27-ton It'stime to eat"” Sometimes he tensof thousands of won. However, if ‘that much. We continued to do February 1992. Only for thelast five Most of the people there were kind.  or two months like this. tional Airport. toour I spentthere,
milk. In1990, pl the 00 Steel factory in but pal, | wouldn't da id he gi 1 feel grateful to those who treated Or ‘years passed wheremy 27.As | continue towrite, de
morough But everyone intheline us$400 per month, and that our Campuscollegein Kathmandu. | lived off forfivemonths, increasingly permonth. And hewithheld 1 million  usso’ mrmly withoutus receiving our selaries, then  mother said, “Tl ‘memories of
My legswere e inCl , who i butwe the IMF crisis struck. The cost of bilt throughyoursuffering. Howdo  my eyes become moist with tears. And
tocheck that. The made tongba. Myauntand | worked Aﬁerwe hadwovkedformvee Wetalked o MrVoo ‘We wereable(oseea\olofKorea One living rose, the number of peopleout  you likeit?”. The next day, itwaswith  1till believe in our company
IfIcouldn't getavisa, | busilyfrc i L We monms trusted time, our driver f factorieswent greatdifficulty that | informed my president, who | called “father”. 4
return to Nepal. outlet Taesangli, 100kg u i thearmy bankrupt, mother that
70,000totry bink Kwangj, of milletevery day. ltwasn'teasy. You money forus. checkpost. itto i It $100. Shedidn'tgetupsetaboutit.  (Translated by Kim Hong Sung
After the interview, | i ‘handsand timesthat our ionit the toeveryone, i and Millicent Thapa from the
than I thought, a feet gotwet. | went Wedidn’ owhy did it police. The . Itseemed thatitwas  president. | believed that he'dbringus  Korean original by Pasang
15-dlaystay. living here. toschool at6AM and i wewerefrom  time for h Sherpa, aka Phinzo Lama.)
broker wes right, it was better to gwe Thefirst day wes really hard three hours. | continued this for two harder. Mr Yoo didn't pay us our beginning?” He only replied, “Shut Nepal or North Korea. After half-an-
shortanswers. because of lused  years, time I kept salaries every month. “If 1 give you up!”and “Be quiet"” We werein the hour ofwrangling, we were released.
problem i [ i ‘yoursalaries, you'll spend itall. at countryillegally, and so couldn't After seven years of hard labour,
Outsde, hes Itoobegan once. 'llsaveitfor complain. ly I have bone
to o it thinking | it Yoo for is. The 00 i .
Thamel. pal zero. For thefirst y life | thenmet the broker and leftmy it,” hesaid. But 20agencies  Boilsappeared here and thereall over
sofar from home. nativeland. or375,000won my body, but even though I went to
and we felt at ease. Therewe meta live there? Fortunately, one of the Soonafter, | wasjoined by
I a, who was another Nepali, Sri Ram. Mr Yoo told
Onthe usnot to refer
by DANIEL LAK

Maoists, perhaps the

poken by

Chairman Mao Zed
rshall Cl

in 1949, after hi

all

of mamland chma “TheChlnese people,” he sawd “have stood up . Ilwas

the most

 Sim
powerful and tmthful Thechmese people for hundredscfyears bent

under the yoke of b

h—those tens o

No

them their moment of tr

had followed Mao |hreugh agenevauur\ ol war, and the Long March
g Leaps
d Cultural R her stories.
I'have asimple suggestion for Nepal's current non-Maoist leaders. Take
alesson from Chairman Mao and the Chinese people and stand up. Stop
lounging in comfortable chairs, being chauffeured to endlessall-party

Forward

Last stand

Time for our politicians to stop
just sitting around.

realised instinctively that it was essential to get out of Kathmandu and into

the neediest

not justwith guns, night

vision goggles and helicopters, but also armed with spades, sacks of rice and
job creation programs. The sheer nuvelly ofal mauor political party leader
ill pr pact on the situation.
This is a Hindu kingdom, so | suggest a foray into Bhagvad Gita as well
as the speeches of Chairman Mao. The ancient texts of Hinduism advised
that the path of action should always be chosen over inaction. When there’s

meetings, plansof orjustwating for just
(m)actmn Stand up and lead the people you clalm to represem A[ me very doit. Long belore Nike, that
least, stop being ing: standing up. How Hinduism has since got a reputation for

CallToprotogeptersmahenyoute anyour i s od lalkmg

Jopment C

Village D

\nactlnn is a debate for historians or theologians. I'm more concerned with

applying the eternal wisdom of the past to the agony of the present.

If the Nepali people are fed up with politicians, even with democracy,
it's because they see little of the benefits getting beyond Kathmandu. It's the
behaviour of political leaders that's causing the problem, not politics on its

f democracy, or the lack of it, that's spread-

animatedly to each other about the problems of the country. And for Maoists or displaced by the late De Tohis
goodness sake, stop taking huge long holidays for Dasain, Tihar, or credit, the UML Imar Kumar Nepal,
‘whatever. The country isburning. There's no time for the capital. But not mmrzda not
late, dnnk o0 much and enjoy the festival. T i told m the
age. As Tony Blair, Bill Clir ge W Bush ountr be: salved ifthe political leaders and own. It'sthe
knuwvery well, modern political leadership s all about cunveymg a “sit down together”. With respect sir, it's only when together
coherent, the people that i by i ing of the vast
rolein their: h -page meajority of population. Action is required, and almost any action will do. nothing matters. So let’s go, let’s.
phutus a m i British Foreign Office Minister Mike O'Brien—aon his recent visit here—

Hiegand dre ""Whatab

cian leading a drive to raise money for victims ufvlulence vlsmng frumlme

spoke of the need for “quick fix develnpmenl" It, ralsed more lhan a few

hacklesin

but the minister

not democracy itself. Time to leam

ARTISTS

FRANCE:  Daniel Givone Trio

UK Billy Page & Croig ‘0zzy’ By

Juzz, REB, R

IRELAND:  An Fainne Trio - R

INDIA: G- Strings - Jazz & More

1rio

1rio

Hit the high notes this November with Yak and
Yeti's'Annual Music & Food Festival. An evening
of Jazz, Rock, R &B, and Blues performed by
three international bands from France, UK and
Treland. It an evening of great music, culinary

Fusion &

delights and high spirits.

Happening at the Garden.
Friday 8th November 2002, 6.30 pm onwards.

Tickets: Rs. 1299/-net per person (Inclusive of
all beverages and extensive buffet)

For more information and other
prnmolmns visit our website:
akandyeti.com

from Chairman Mao, who also said that if the people aren’t on your side,

.stand up.

All'together now, flex those knees, arms on armrests, 1,2,3...push

upwards ...

be careful, don't get dizzy. | know it's an unfamiliar position.
There, that wasn’t o hard was it? ¢

In association with
AMTM (Assistance Medicale Toit du Monde)

Part proceeds g

L0 (Forum for Women's La velopment)

Or call Guest velations 245999 Extr: 2865

R
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Thenan

etween 1962 and 1987, Fritz Berger

worked on rural development projects

in Nepal for what is now Swiss

Development Cooperation (SDC). In his

book Gespiegelte Zeit: Wie Menschen

sichwandlen. Begegnungen in
Griechenland, Nepal und Pakistan (Mirrored Time:
How people change. Encounters in Greece, Nepal and
Pakistan), Berger writes: “In the villages and on the
farms, | always carried my camera. What interested
me most was the people, their work, their festivals,
their clothes and, most of all, how they lived. |
discussed it with people before |
photographed them. In Greece and
Nepal, they were always happy to
be photographed, and loved to
choose their poses. ... They were
always pleased when | showed
them a picture of themselves or ran
afilminwhich they saw
themselves.

In 1996 and 1997 | returned
tomy projectsites to further
research this book, which provided
me my focus earlier. Before |
photographed them anew, | showed them a picture |
had taken of them a decade or so earlier. As soon as
they remembered, memories came tumbling out, and
they spoke spontaneously of their work then, where
they lived, how they lived, and also about illnesses,
their material difficulties, the project, their
colleagues.”

The book cover (above) is a remarkable
picture of Thuli Tamang in Dandapakhar, in 1975. It
shows Thuli harvesting wheat. The inset shows Thuli
at 45, with her grandchild. “I gave my three children
only the breast. | certainly couldn’t afford baby
food,” she told Berger on meeting him again. He
also learns that Thuli’s husband served in the army
for seven years, and has since then received a small
pension, which the couple used to build a new house
with a corrugated iron roof.

Nepalund Pakistan, Fritz Berger Die Lisen Blatter, Bem, 1999.)

Bhakta Bahadur Shrestha, Kharidhunga

Bhakta Bahadur in Dandapakhar, 1975. Bhakta Bahadur is the first
farmer to plant the new vegetables under a farmer's training
program. But no one in Lamosangu wants to buy his large
radishes. Later Bhakta Bahadur will fell wood in the high forests
and transport it to the project's building sites.

Gunja Master Nepali, Megachaur

Gunja, front right, 1980. Together with three fellow tailors, Gunja
regularly visits the weekly market in Kavre. Tailors, like black-
smiths, are at the lowest rung of the social hierarchy in Nepal.

Laxmi Devi Lama, Kalichaur
Laxmi, with her twins, Bango and
Laxman (left), 1975, Laxmi tells us:
“We were very poor and | opened
the teashop in Piple, as my husband,
alabourer, eamned too little.” Most of
Laxmi's clients are porters and
others who work on the project
[nearby). After the opening of the
street, the customers stay here too,
and Laxmi has to keep tabs on her
teashop in the Lamosangu bazar. Her
husband recently left her.

Bhakta Bahadur, 57-years-old now, with his second wife. He has
ten sons, six daughters, and so far, 32 grandchildren. Bhakia
Bahadur loves to sit in front of his house and watch the traffic go
by. “This road has changed our lives,” he says. In the last ten
years schools and a police post have been built. Many traders
have opened shops, and there is also work in the magnesite mine.

Gunja, middle, is now 40. For a few years, Gunja has occasion-
ally worked part-time in Kathmandu. “In the village customers
pay us with goods, in Kathmandu, with money,” he says.
“Although we are still poor, things are somewhat better for us
than before.”

Laxmi, now 52, holds up a photo of
Laxman, who is a bus conductor.
Bango, who sits next to her, has
two children and helps her mother.
Laxmi now runs a restaurant on the
new Sun Kosi bridge. Bango's
husband drowned in the Sun Kosi
in a tragic accident on 1995. The
large flood, which destroyed
everything in the restaurant a year
after it was opened, was a great
blow. “In order o buy new plates,
pots and tables, | had to sell off my
old gold jewellery."

Soma and Lal Bahadur Tamang, Berna Soma, now 60 years old and Lal Bahadur 30, in the

square of Berna village. Lal Bahadur is married and

Somaand Lal Bahadr, 1673, The mother and chid e a aughter.He manages the famiy's small

are on their way home after shopping in a

neighbouring village. Soma remembers: “We were

farming business. “When the Kharidhunga mines are
open, [ can earn something additional.” Soma values

always hungry, and so my husband went 1o Work — the newy road, and also the water and electricity

inindia.” And after a long pause: ‘I the early
years, he would st send me money. But he's

never returned.”

supply. “They make my life easier, especially now,
when | am older.”

Kharka Bahadur Karki and Maya, Petku  Kharka Bahadur is now 45, and Maya 39. Both manage,

Kharka Bahadur and Maya on their wedding day in
Sanopakhar, in 1976. The bridegroom put his bride
ina closed palanquin to take her to Patku. The
author captured the procession and the accompa-
nying musicians in the documentary film Hami Haru.
This film, about the lives of the farmers there, was
repeatedly screened in Dandapakhar, to the great
delight of the viewers when they saw themselves

on the screen.

Bachman Thami, Alampu

Bachman, 1978. Bachman lives in Alampu
village, where the famous stones from Bigu
are broken. “We work for Lal Bahadur. He
‘was the big man of Alampu, and got
wealthy by selling the stones to the
project.”

together with Kharka Bahadur's father, the largest
business in the area. Many different kinds of vegetables
grow in Maya’s garden. Even the fru trees are unusu-
ally well cared-for. On the way to the young cardamom
plantations, Kharka Bahadur narrates a dream in which
Christ came to him. On the second floor of his large
house, he has rigged up an assembly room richly
decorated with Christian posters. “We are already eight
famiies who gather here for services.”

Bachman, now 73-years-old, braiding bamboo. “After
democracy we divided the use of slate slabs to all Thamis.
In the 1991 revolution, Lal Bahadur fled to Kathmandu due
to the oppression of the people. Bachman's wife died ten
years ago. He has two sons and a daughter. “The time to
die is here, as | can't walk anymore since | fell while
herding sheep.”
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SOMEWHERE \N NEPAI

Critical mass

rom the anger, banality,
F calumny and disdain that have
gripped political deliberations,

‘you can easily diagnose Nepal's
immediate ailment. infectious

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

Two wrongs don’t make a right. Neither do
three. Four mlght be Just the ticket.

ranting.

politicians for theills of the last 12

‘years, and you're told how two

wrongs cannot make aright. If the
! o

Intheend, itall boils down to

ig
of itsconduct.
had the acumen to insert two
paragraphs frum the satrasal

nted to
uielu their own I

Andit's nice to

Children and the insurgency

As with most conflicts around the world, children have suffered the
mostin Nepal's insurgency. More than 3,000 children have been
displaced from their homes in the past seven years, and the war has
left another 1,500 orphaned.

Atleast 100 children have been killed in the fighting, and all these
numbers are probably higher, Thatis just the
count tallied by the government and
human rights organisations. Lately,
there is also the worrying phenomenon
of the forced recruitment of child
soldiers by the Maoists.

The child-welfare group, Child
Workers in Nepal Concerned Centre
(CWIN) and PLAN Nepal have teamed up

vitha readiness to take full

What
the constituent assem_bly Kang_resis

P 4October for itsactions, that g
tion, comes the refrain from the address for added effect couldn’t doesn'tsound like a bad bargain. nota bad idea, considering the
other end, it's because the politicos  have of history. i i ‘of Nepali
provided the pretext. A third Consider the situation hom the L hand and his
wrong—the revival of the spirit of otherend. When 't hists—who feel this
the defunct Article 128 of the have a direct political role lhese butthe king. The palace secre- constitution. Not to mention that
constitution—isnotgoingtohelp.  past 12 years, it still fac tariat must Cl i

i And, worse, for panchayat-style di Prasad Mandal, represent parties
the House of inatic Upper House i ios wi that weren't even remotely
would. Buried in this din is the real i in. involved in drawing up this
blunder our mair itici pr Whatever g ddoesn't—  statute. There'sa lot we have to
made. When it ly in Singha Darbar will leave a do in terms of the legal, political
down to contravening the constitu-  reproach. But the polincal class lasting mark on Narayanhity. and procedural imponderables

tion either way, how could have
they expected the palace to step in

persisted with the generic “democ-
racy-is-in-danger” chorus. Like

Mainstream parties can do much

involved, though. We don't want

is
at their convenience? some of the architects of the flourishes over how the cushion
i ies didn' between the

fic instances of royal Maoists has been ripped apart.
the core of the 1990 compro- By refusing to join the Chand
‘mise was the principle that government, Kangresis and
the king can do no wrong. comrades have demonsnated how
(The reactionary right tainted

obviously believes that
should directly answer the
critics.) The people area
step ahead. They realise
the palace must have

mob of malcontents
goon the warpath just because of
atechnical flaw in the creation of
such an assembly, do we?

While we work out those

details, let's remain focused on an
|mpur|anl feature uf |h|s constitu-
tion: fthe

uphuldlng the torch of freedom.

Junsdlcﬂon of thestreet. Since

ublish a b ing the impact
of the conflict on Nepall children, and the
contents are a tragic reminder of the
seriousness of the situation. Children
Caught in the Spiral of War documents the direct impact of violence,
but also looks at indirect effects such as migration, lack of education
and health care, and the psycho-social fallout of violence.

“The book describes the turmoil of the conflict situation in Nepal
and how it affects innocent children,” says author Gauri Pradhan who
compiled field reports and research to bring out the book

The book suggests that child welfare be declared a ‘zone of
peace” for both sides—children should not at any cost be targeted
directly or indirectly in war, and their right to peace and survival
should be restored. “It is a crime to make children victims of any kind
of violence and armed conflict. From whichever side it takes place, no
violence targeted towards children can be justified,” writes Pradhan.

The 80-page book also gives documentation of some 94 cases,
where children have been brutally killed, and official attempts made to
suppress information.

Bigger army

The Royal Nepal Army will ecruit 5,000 more soldiers in the next
three months. RNA spokesperson Colonel Dipak Gurung told media
more force would help create pressure on the Maoists to think
sennusly about dialogue. The RNA has intensified its search and

|hal 'stroubling. True, most of the
parties that welcomed the royal
intervention have little more than
telephone sets and tawny station-
ery to prove their presence. It's
also true that big-party pride drove
Baburam Bhattarai and his
battalion into the jungle. They
probably couldn't ever havewona
parliamentary majority, but we
were wrong to underestimate their
ability to nullify those

whocould.

\When newsrooms have more
tofear from a fuming film industry
than from finicky palace censors, it
can only mean we're cruising in
uncharted waters. The intena-

isnot condu-

political

fluctuate with turbulence and
tranquillity on the thorough-
fares, I'll be keeping an eye on
the New Road Gate-Indrachowk
stretch. ¢

cive toa return to authoritarian-
ism. Officially, it never was.
(Remember how BP Koirala
refused to believe he could be
deposed in between King
Mahendra's state visits to the
United States and Britain and
Queen Elizabeth’s scheduled
arrival in Kathmandu?) The super
and regional powers that mattered
were more willing to tolerate
exceptionsto the freedom-first
rule. The war on terrorism has
rewritten the post-Cold War rules
to the detriment of our lives and
liberties. This doesn’t mean the
free world is going to greet every
tightening of the political screws
with public displays of gratifica-
tion.

WELCOMES YOU IN IT$ NEW
FRENCH LANGUAGE SESSION

NOVEMBER 117 TO
JANUARY 215 2003

& Reguiar, Crash &
Conversation
# french Civilization Class
& Theater Workshop
On 30 & 31 October- 1,788
November from 9 am to 6 pm at
Riliance Frangaise
Thapathali
(opposite Rotary Club)
Tel: 241163, 242 832

kh 1 and Gorakh I} the
hotbeds of the insurgency. Gurung said that there had been no
change in the army's tactics, and that if the government declares a
ceasefire it would “act accordingly”.

Lean and mean civil service

There will be fewer jobs going in the civil service sector. The govern-
ment has started the process of cutting down 7,518 civil service jobs
following a decision taken by the cabinet of dismissed Prime Minister
Deuba.

There are 10,600 positions in Nepal's civil service sector, but
about 19,000 are vacant. The scratched positions are among those
that have been unfilled for the last two years, mostly in the Health
Ministry. The recent move might also bring a smile to donors, who
have been pushing for a leaner and meaner civil service here.

More climbing this autumn season

According to data from the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil
Aviation, 71 teams from 20

countries will be climbing in

Nepal this season. France

South K30rea: 15,

Nepal.

Himal Khabarpatrika, 1 November frmT
Fifteen members of the 50-strong Nepali contin-
gent to the Asian Games in Busan (left) failed to
return home. Nepal won three silver medals in
the games, so it wasn't a complete loss. The
disappearance of the Nepali athletes was widely
covered in the Korean and international press,
and was a source of acute embarrassment for
the country. There were fears that something like
this would happen, but no one had imagined so
many would stay behind. Some didn't even wait
to appear in the game they went for, others took
part in the first rounds and then vanished.

While athletes from other countries were
winning medal after medal, our athletes started
disappearing one after another. The highest
attrition rate was in the boxing team—all but one
of the eight boxers did not return. Two of those
who disappeared, Ramchandra Thapa Magar
and Ramesh Das Shrestha, had won gold and
bronze medals in the South Asian Games in
Kathmandu. All three members of the judo team
disappeared. Weightlifting Nepal record holder,
Roshan Nakarmi, and shooting participants
Maya Sunwar, Birendra BK and Shyam Bista also
disappeared.

Seven Nepali athletes had after

7,000 and counting  Protesting 4 Oct
Space Time, 1 November Blmalsha 1Nwemhev
e
7 year-old Maoi
insig 4 700
lives. According to the Royal Nepal October move. If the monarch does
sy, this they promise

6,011 Maoist
rebels, 873 policemen, 219 soldiers,
97 i 773

that they
strongly. The Nepali Congressis
J P LN

Ofthese, 4, peopl the
lled i 1990 people’
November. i
starting from 8 November with mass
COndOmS ,,,,,,,,, mestings on 26 November in different
Nepal Samacharpatra, 1 November partsofthe country.
Slmllany.l‘neCPN FUMLwill

Anestimated:

pal, ofwhich
Social Marketing Dlstnbulmn

starting 19 November. ftwillalso
ovganlse 13 z0ne-level mass meetings.

(SMD)and Nepal CRS togethersll
nearly Other

e Fr
pl

14million condomsfree of cost,
under USAID assistance, while the

starting 11 November. Itwill also
‘organise mass meetingsinall 75

the 1999 Hiroshima Asiad, and earlier this year
three women footballers sought political asylum
in Norway. And it is not just sports people. Some
members of the Nepali delegation to Japan and
Korea who went for the football World Cup in July
never returned.

Kumar Adhikari advanced to the quarterfinals
in boxing, but disappeared after that. No one:
from the shooting team got the minimum score
required for participation in the Olympics, so
there will be no Nepali

ing in Athens.

It was only the medals won by Renuka Magar,
Dipak Bista and Ritujimi Rai (below) that saved
Busan from being a total loss, and we managed
to rank 33 among 44 countries. The big ques-
tion, though, is: was that worth the Rs 30 million
that Nepal spent on sending our team to Korea?

comesin response toa petition

Family Planning Associationof Nepal ~ districtson 16 December, anda
qreater
condoms. on22 December.
Only3.7 percent of married
couplesin Nepal use condomsasa i
meansof family planning. According REdS and the k Ing ..
MD's
thedemand Nepal, general
for y secretary CPN (UML),

November
costs. The number of abortionsin -
Nepal isestimated at 70,000 year. . Our party has decided nono

pamclpats inthe government led by
i LokendraBahadur Chandasit
Palace on Shrisha oo e
Kantipur, 1 November executiveauthority isvested in the
king. This government s 100 pement
whoasumed dependent
traa has isneither
Lokendra nor
Bahadur Cl parties.
government
regulations to checkyel\cm image of UML.
journalism. The royal di D

ahoui‘the process of formation of

submitted to + j y

members of the fi { that it andwill
community aweek ago. They laudallits good accomplishments.
demanced action against the Wewant the government to hold

weekly newspaper, Jana Aastha,
which published a nude photo-
h i rki who

dialogue with the Maoists and open
the doors for a political way out of

later hanged herself. The king
asked the government to take
action ass00nas possil?le_, in

... Thegovernment should also
fix adate for elections and conduct
theminafree and fair manner. The

and Japan are sending the
highest number of expedii- QU
tions, ten each, while the
Australians and Germans
have received permits for
eight and six teams respec-
tively. A total of 199 climbers
areinNepal for the autumn
mountaineering season.
Three teams are here for
on Everest (8,848 m), three
for Lhotse (8,516 m), two for
Dhaulagii (8,164 m), and just
one team willry to climb
Annapurna | (8,091 m). The rest will attempt lesser peaks. The issue
of these permits has earned the Ministry Rs 28.8 million in fees. Last
autumn, Nepal earned Rs 17.8 million in fees from 55 teams.

E OF THE WEEl

Feelings of political revenge have motivated the arrest of our friends [Jai Prakash Prasad Guptaand Khum
Bahadur Khadka]. This is unacceptable to us.

—Former prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba in Kantjpur, 1 November

If
BP Koirala?"

you jail. Wasn't Mahatr

Wasn't

formr

200:

UMLisnot wear
not saying that elections should be
held immediately, but we can't

ten yearsif

insurgency isnot
resolved by then.

.. We believe that Nepal needs
the monarchy in order to protect
itssovereignty. The ethnic
communities need to be unified,
but the king should rise above daily
politics and simply remain a symbol
of national unity. He should be
committed to democracy and to the
interests of the people. Although
We areacommunist party, we want
to moveahead with a constitu-
tional monarchy. We believe that
multiparty democracy, together
with the constitutional monarchy,
can address the problems facing the
country at the moment.

SUBHAS RAI
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ASSIFIED

Give yourself the gift of Reflexology! email:
buddhasfeet or ring 425-931

Wanted urgently fully furnished with utiities, a
house or apartment with twol three bedrooms,
Kitchen, living, dining, with adequate supply of
water and telephone. Good view, quiet area.
Preferred location: Rabi Bhawan/ Thahachal/
Teku/ Kalimati. Contact Shrihar 521128/ 546857 or
Vinay 981024192. No brokers.

Contact www.kopilaclinic.com

House for rent in Jawalakhel centrally located,
spacious old Rana bungalow (9386.6154.1) with
big garden, ample parking space. Total land area-
30690.23 sq.ft. Suitable for offices. Serious
enquiries: Contact S Rana between 7-8.30 AM

and 5.30-8 PM Tel: 521128/546857

Nagarkot Special at Naked Chef Bed and
breakast, three-course gourmet dinner, Rs 800 per
person. Room Rs 300 only. For Nepalis and
expalriates. 680006, 969107153

Visit Ground Zero Fine wines, designer candles,
cards, exclusive Nepali paper products, siver
jewellery, wooden items, perfumes and more,
Darbar Marg, opposite Hotel de ['Annapuma

Terrace flat available on short-term lease.
One bedroom, one living room, spacious kitchen,
toilet/ bathroom, hot water on tap and a wide beer
terrace. Lots of greenery, great view of sunset,
good price and some chill people around. Call Mani
Rai 424877 or Dinesh 425677.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

NEPAL INVESTMENT BANK

Savings Scheme

Gold Coin

Telebanking

MONTHLY PREMIUM DRAWS
Gold Ornament

Gift Cheque

® 4% interest on daily available balance

® And the following FREE scrvices ©
Unlimited withdrawal
Smart - ATM Card

AnyBranch Banking

Accidental insurance

Forinformation, please contact our Relationship Managers at

1 Person

¢ 2Persons
: SPersons

athandu, Tel 221

Putchowl, el 520336: Thimi, Tel- 63 1008;
Tanep, Tel - 6249015 Rirgnj, Tel: 23327 Joetpus, Tel: 20297

THE NEPALI BANK with GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

W‘f@ AE SEAsCAve ¥ .
'NEPAL INVESTHENT BANK LTD,

Durbar Murg, Post Box 3412, Kathmandy, NEPAL
Tel: 22229, 242530, Fax: 977-1- 22619, 228927, Fermal : (fo@nsidl.conn.

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAI

The first westerlies of the season are here. This
satellite picture on Thursday morning shows the fist
wisps of cirrus already over central Nepal. But these
clouds have been wrung dry as they travel all the way
from the Mediterranean over the middle east to the
subcontinent. So not much rain there. But there are
others where this one came from, and the next frontal
system is already over Iran. These are fast-moving
systems so they will not linger. The winter haze from
the Indo-Gangetic plains wil stick around because the
winds are still from the southwest.
KATHMANDUVALLEY
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A charismatic (and tattooed) extreme sports
performance artists-of-sorts (he videotapes
e e e
stunts, then sells them on the black marke,
Xander Cage (the new heartthrob Vin Destisa
James Bond-like hero with the personaliy of a
star. Cageis recruited by a government
agent, Gibbons (Jackson) to infilrate a Russian
crime ring, Anarchy 99, led by a mysterious
figure called Yorgi (Csokas), which plans on
unleashing a lethal substance in the rivers of
Europe, whic i racing through a series
of adventures. Also noteworthy are Samuel L
Jackson and the smoking Asia Argento.

JAINEPAL CINEMA

12 noon, 3PM, 6PM
Telephone booking: 442220
Online booking
wiwijainepal com

Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Jello Journalism

r P
been deprived of information of vital impor-
tance to their daily lives because some of usin
the media business were just too lazy to bring out
ewspapers.
Serves the reading public right. Don't they have
anything better to do? Anyway, as a result of this

" said
Nepal at the Department of Rest and Recreation.
“Now we can relax, and not worry about getting any
work done for another two months.”

“Grand Design,” says Koirala
By Our Staff Humorist

serious deprivation much that has happened in our
bet he lost

BIRATNAGAR Former prime minister and Nepali
Ce Prasad Koirala has
opmed (hauhe carpet industry is Nepal's past, present

forever. Asa journal of record, therefore, it is our duty
and to brin
wmch would otherwise have been consigned to the
dustbin of history and geography. The fact that none of
these items below are actually based on fact is besides
the point, the point is that as journalists it is our
solemn obligation to publish and be damned. The
public inademocracy has the right to know, and we
have the right to break every rule in the book.

Commercial Break: Today’s News Bulletin is
‘brought to you by Kangchendzonga Steel Rods: “So
strong, no one can take your house away from you, not
even the Judicial Commission to Investigate lll-gotten

and yin Biratnagar
Thursday. Koirala peered at the artwmrk onanewrug
being readied for export, and told the weaver: “Thisisa
really grand design. Keep up the good work.”

Nepal To Have Navy

By AReporter Who Requests Anonymity

POKHARA: As a part of the national plan toaugmem
the security forces,

decided to set up a navy, informed sources in lhemml

forces HQ said. “At the moment we are just naval-

gazing, but very soon we should have a flotilla of high-

speed submarines deplnyed on Ghoda Ghodi Tal,

Wealth; by Fishtail Condoms: “Nepal's first br il

prophylactic, mix your business with pleasure”; and by
24-Carrot Noodles: “Switch to new gold-plated
dit-worth
Iproveyou

And now, the news in brief:

Country Closed Till Xmas
By Our Staff Reporter
KATHMANDU - The Ministry of Inertiaand
Lethargy has finally announced that, since Christmas is
around the corner, the current holidays will be
extended till December.

The news was received with much jubilation at
government offices which had reluctantly opened after
the holidays. “Work was piled up so high, we didn't

Begnas, Tin
thekingdom,” sa\dAdmlralemSen

hen the 30-year-old

Puskar Shah set out on

his bicycle to see the
world in 1998, his mother gave
him & 100-rupee note. He didn't
have any sponsors, or big-name
backers. Al he had was the
determination to take his
message of peace to all coners
of the world on a bicycle

Today, ater crossing 88,000
km, Puskar's journey is only a third
complete and he is back home for
arest and 1o take part in a
peace rally being organised by
the World Cyclist Foundation in
Kathmandu in January.

Bom in the tiny village of
Makaibari in Dolakha, Puskar lost
his father at the age of 17. He
served in the Indian amy, and was
killed by militants in Assam.
During the pro-democracy
movement in Nepal in 1991,
Puskar was among many student
activists who were arrested and
tortured by police:

“Nobody really inspired me to
go around the world on a bicycle.
It just came out of my own
conviction, that | should take the
Buddha's message of peace out to

the world and make Nepal better
known," recalls Shah. But in the
past four years that he has been on
the road, itis Puskar's own mother-
land that has been wracked by
violence, conflct and the head-
line-grabbing massacre of royals.
Instead of talking about world
peace, he has been busy explain-
ing events back home to joumnalists
who interview fim,

Everywhere he has gone, with
the red double triangle Nepali flag
flutiering proudly from the
handlebars, he has been wel-
comed. I have been overwhelmed
by the generosity and warmth
shown by complete strangers,” he
told us. The only places where
help has not been as forthcom-
ing, unfortunately, have been in
some Royal Nepal Embassies in
foreign capitals.

Last year, his bicycle s stolen
in New Zealand, and he had to beg
1o feed himself. Luckiy, Sir
Edmund Hilary strode o his rescue
and bought him a new bike and
paid for logistcs. And wherever he
has run into the Nepali diaspora,
they have taken him in and
treated him ke a hero,

So far, Puskar has

NEPALI SOCIETY.

Athome in Dolakha

pedalled through South Asia,
South-east Asia, Australia, New
Zealand, Japan and China and on
o Central America and the
Caribbean. By January 2003, he'll
be on the road again to begin the
fourth leg of his trip in Mexico
and go down to South America.
Alter that, there will only be
Europe and Russia
An amateur singer and lyricist,

Shah pens verse whenever he's
lonely and homesick on some dark
desert highway on the other side of
the planet. Back home, his mother,
wite and four-year-oid son are fully
supportive, if sometimes a bit
wortied when they don't hear from
him for a while. And for good luck,
Puskar st cares in his pocket the

Rs 100 note his mother gave him

four years ago.

Puskar in St Kitts
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By the Poolside

Mon-Fri
Sat
Sun
Daily
Daily
Sun-Fri
Daily
Daily

FM 102.4

0615-0645  BBC World Today
0615-0645  BBC Reporting Religion
0615-0645  BBC Agenda
2045-2115 BBC gkfnl ;Jf
22452300  BBC gkfnl ;Jf
0740-0800 Itgéf s7f

0800-0830  8jnl

2000-2030  cfhsf s7f

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681
X: ++ 977-1- 530227

E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org

www.radiosagarmatha.org
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Enjoy the Festive Extravag
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R e T HYATT
& Complinentary Entrance to Rox Ba BEER

anza!

For Details, Contact :49-1234

INTEGRAL

KHICHAPOKHAR TEL: 222530; BISHAL BAZAR - Shop no. 20, New Road, Tol: 22197,

Bluebird Department Store - Tripureshwor; Tel : 228833 Ext. 5418; Durbar Mar

CDO Regd No. 194/056/57 Lalitpur, Central Region Postal Regd. No. 041058159

We are also a
DURBAR MAI

(in front of Wimpy).
The most convenient
hoping place

free from park

Tel: 242821 proble



