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Weekly Internet Poll  # 63. To  vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com
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Total votes: 1,951
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Nepali Times: The last support group meeting in
Kathmandu of Nepal’s donors coincided with the
royal move to set up an interim government. What
is your assessment of the past two months?
Sir Michael Jay: The Kathmandu meeting
reaffirmed the international community’s support
for a comprehensive strategy to deal with the
Maoist insurgency, encompassing real reforms to
tackle the root causes of the problem such as
social injustice, exclusion and poor delivery of
government services, as well as action against
corruption and human rights abuses, and rein-
forcement of the security sector. On the political
level, the meeting called for a cross-party ap-
proach to the conflict, a negotiated solution and
the early fixing of a date for elections. A good
start has been made on the first part of this
agenda and I hope the government will now be
able to rapidly implement the policies it has
announced, or is drawing up in consultation with
donors. On the political agenda, we have yet to
see real progress. The three key issues are
clearly inter-linked. Without a cross-party ap-
proach, genuine negotiations are less likely, and
without a negotiated settlement national elections
would be difficult. Until everybody concerned
realises this, the prospects for peace are dim.

What are the main concerns vis-a-vis the
insurgency that you will be raising with
government leaders you meet here?
The dramatic surge in violence since last Novem-
ber has taken Nepal by surprise. The armed forces
are ill-equipped, under-resourced and under-
trained to deal with this type of problem. There are
valuable lessons to be learnt from similar conflicts
elsewhere, and instinctive solutions are not
always those that work best.
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Major political parties have cautiously
welcomed the Maoists’ latest announcement
of a negotiation committee, especially their
proposition not to “physically eliminate”
cadres of rival political parties and “sabotage”
infrastructure. In a statement issued on
Tuesday, Maoist chairman Prachanda said
these decisions were taken by the party’s
politburo meeting attended by all members at
an unspecified location. Analysts say the
restoration of peace has a long way to go. “It
is least likely that the Maoists will hold talks
with the present advisory council type of
government which doesn’t enjoy executive
powers,” said Shyam Shrestha, editor of the
pro-left Mulyankan magazine. The Maoist
negotiation team, most likely to be led by Dr.
Baburam Bhattarai, will probably demand
elections for a constituent assembly.
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Thank you, Ram Hari Rijal and
Naresh Newar for your articles
on children caught up in conflict
(“Children in the frontline”, “Why
the children?”, #121). Your
reports are poignant reminders
to us of the senselessness of
the violence, and the serious
implication this culture of killing
and maiming has on the physical
and psychological health of
Nepali children. It should be clear

to both sides in this conflict that
to seek a military solution is
madness. It will only mean that
there will be more victims like
Rabina and Rabin in the days
ahead. Let me urge your readers
to make a gesture of support for
peace, as I have done, by
providing help for the care of the
two children who were so
tragically separated from their
mother.

Katrina Johanson, by email

:93
The suggestion of Daniel Lak (“A
developing crisis”, # 121) that
donor funds flowing into Nepal
are not accounted for is some-
what  besides reality. Since the
“professionalisation” of the aid
industry, aid officials (such as
myself) spend half of their time
entertaining review and evalua-
tion missions and reporting back
to donor governments. In that
way, donor officials are made to
feel more accountable to their
own governments than to
serious Nepali constituencies.
Thus, I rather feel that donors
are held accountable too much—
but to the wrong constituency.
This results in Nepali society
having limited influence over
donor investments, which may
be the reason why the aid
industry responds so poorly to
the needs of Nepal. So, should
donor representatives speak out
and express their position in the
present situation, as Daniel
suggests? We should be modest
after overlooking the results of

our benign advice over the last
decades. I think that we better ask
that our investments are ac-
counted for by credible Nepali
check-and-balance systems, and
having done that, leave (foreign
aid) policy making to the Nepali
people.

Frank van Schoubroeck,
Kathmandu

I appreciated the article by Daniel
Lak (“The road less travelled”,
#120). It was heartening to read
about how he says we should
take the high ground. The idea is
very sensible and should be
heeded. Nepal can rebuild itself,
and bring back peace and
tranquillity.

ìAnilî, by email

�8+2)8�124)�2:?
CK Lal’s deft portrayal of our
arrogant ruling oligarchy (“Remote
control…”, #121) reminded me of
Bhairab Aryal’s essay “Mapai” in
which the inimitable satirist dryly
notes that each person believes
himself to be an elephant and the

rest he-goats, or a giant and a
pygmy, respectively. Then, he
makes this devastating
observation: Who is to tell us
whether we are a crowd of
elephants or he-goats? Also, I
think a better acronym than
Lal’s “MOB” is SOB: soldiers,
officialdom and big business.

Ram Limbu, Sydney

9%�*
After reading Bhagirath Yogi’s
critique of the anti-HIV/AIDS
Nepal Initiative program (“Let’s
talk about AIDS”, #121), it is
clear that you do not approve
of the money being “lavished”
on the AIDS awareness
campaign. But let me assure
you that nowhere else in the
world does this awareness
come cheap. It needs a
relentless and sustained
information campaign targeted
at, and designed to dissuade
people from unsafe sex. For
example, in the same issue you
carry an article on how
Thailand is still paying attention

to information and education
despite its early successes in
awareness (“Straight-talking
Thai sex educators”). As in
Thailand, we know that aware-
ness may not translate immedi-
ately into behavioural change.
The lag is determined by many
other factors such as socio-
cultural mores, availability and
accessibility of alternatives, and
moral pressures to change
conduct. It is too much to expect
awareness to change things
overnight. The fact that “con-
dom” has become a household
word is already quite an
achievement in a conservative
society like ours, which is full of
taboos
about sex.

Mahesh N Sharma, by email

��Bhagirath Yogi’s report on
HIV/AIDS (“Let’s talk about
AIDS”, # 121) was good but to
say more money is being spent
on AIDS awareness because it
is more glamorous than malaria
and TB is quite wrong. The latter

are curable while there is no
hope for an AIDS cure in the
near future. A lot of brain-
washing is needed before our
people begin to react and take
precautions. AIDS is spreading
at an alarming rate here and in
many parts of Asia. We cannot
afford treatments available in
the West so our only hope lies
in preventive measures. A
week ago my friend confessed
he does not like using con-
doms. When I asked him about
AIDS, he said, “If I get it, I’ll get
it.” We Nepalis do not believe in
taking precautions. Earthings,
fire-escapes, fuses and all the
rest mean little to us. Creating
awareness among the richest
and the poorest is of utmost
importance. Perhaps we
should invite Mr Condom from
Thailand since he has done a
great job there. For the
moment, awareness seems to
be the only answer, so let’s do
all we can, irrespective of the
cost factor.

Dinesh Rai, Naxal

STATE OF THE STATE by CK LAL
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distinguish between government and citizens.”
Now, let us ponder about his ‘evidence’. Over the
past seven years, the Maoists have killed far more
villagers, teachers, postmen, children, women,
elders and peasants than they have killed govern-
ment troops. Mr. Seddon and others like him who
bring out these claims should have the moral guts
to go and ask the widows and orphans of the
Maoist killings if they are citizens.

Further, Mr. Seddon says “The US Embassy is
symbolic of US state power and its reach in
Nepal.” Quite right, but the question is, if the
Maoist revolutionaries are angry with the US
government, why do they only kill poor Nepali
civilians working for the US Embassy and not US
citizens?  With their formidable military might, the
Maoists could have easily targeted any white US
Embassy official, but they do not. The progressive
revolutionaries are practicing a strange kind of
racism. The death of a Nepali citizen is cheap.
When a US citizen (Daniel Pearl) was killed by
terrorists in Pakistan, the full resources of the US
and Pakistan were expended to hunt down the
killers. If the Maoists were to kill a US citizen, they
would share the same fate as the al-Qaeda. The
economy of terror can be summarized simply: as
long as you slaughter blacks and browns, you will
be praised as revolutionary heroes by progres-

sive intellectuals like Mr. Seddon. But the moment
white skin is touched, it becomes pure evil, pure
terror... “There can be no meeting of minds,” as Blair
said of such savages.

Perhaps this revolutionary racism, the secure
knowledge that no white skin will be put to a Maoist
blade in Nepal, prompts enlightened and progressive
elements like Mr. Seddon to defend, promote and
rationalise Maoist deeds in Nepal. It is a rare luxury
people like Mr. Seddon exercise—enjoying the
security and convenience of living in an advanced
democratic society while they bolster (intellectually,
morally, financially) a murderous Pol Potish regime
on the helpless citizens of a poor nation.

To people like Mr. Seddon, my only plea is, if you
honestly think the Maoist revolution is such a good
thing for humanity, please leave the capitalist hell
hole you live in now and go to the liberated zones
of Rukum and Rolpa and experience eternal bliss. If,
after living there for a full year, you still say theirs is
the only way for humanity, I will gladly discard my
bourgeois false consciousness and join you and
your comrades in the trenches (perhaps by then
you will start another front against the imperial
occupant of Buckingham Palace?). White
Progressives of the world unite! You have nothing
to lose but your hypocrisy.

Sangram Limbu, via email
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With reference to Bhagirath Yogi’s report on Western
academics directly/indirectly supporting the Maoists in Nepal
(“Peaceniks on warpath”, #119), let me refer to an internet
exchange in which the British academic David Seddon
responds to a query from a concerned Westerner about a
rumour of a Maoist plan to blow up the United States Embassy.
Mr. Seddon replies, “All the evidence suggests that the Maoists

do distinguish
between government
and citizens. The US
Embassy is sym-
bolic of US state

power and its reach
into Nepal.”

Mr. Seddon offers an
interesting kind of travel
advisory to a tourist
planning on visiting Nepal.
With due respect to Mr.
Seddon, I venture to point
out that what he lays out
about the Maoist modus
operandi is a half-truth
and a white lie. He says,
“All evidence suggests
that the Maoists do

������������	

epalis have so lost their dynamism that they feel they cannot do anything. By
that same token, there are not a few expatriates who feel that they can do
anything here. This sense of incapacity on one side and omnipotence on the

other creates a dangerous brew at a time when the Maoists are mounting an ever-more-
dangerous challenge to the democratic state.

To be sure, there are a lot of outsiders among us who have shown more caring and
commitment than many Nepalis to the long-term welfare of the people during these
terrible times. They are concerned enough to speak up for human rights, provide
humanitarian aid, and make arrangements for sustainable assistance necessary because
of the way the political parties have messed up our society and economy.

And yet, for the very reason that they hold the chequebook, the involvement of
donors is a double-edged sword. It can misused not so much with malafide intentions, but
as an attempt to help in a complex situation that should be even more incomprehensi-
ble to the outsider than to the insider. It was not too long ago that a government and
prime minister responsible for wrecking Parliament and killing local government ruled
from Singha Durbar using, to a large extent, the purported support of the two allies in the
'War against Terror'.

The expatriate community is often one step removed from the marketplace of Nepali
ideas. There is a divide of class, social circle and language. It is quite easy for so many
in the donor and diplomatic community to miss out on the strident debate out there
simply because most of it happens in the Nepali language. A case in point is that the
heads of major agencies involved in food-aid seem to have been alerted
to the media's interest in the possible future famine in the far-West
because of an article in the Nepali Times, whereas the Nepali
language press had covered it more than a week earlier. The way
embassies and agencies get their news must be spruced up, for the
power they have in Nepal today. And perhaps we should request the
eminent, ailing scholar Mahesh Chandra Regmi to restart the press
digest, which used to make the Nepali-language discourse available
to interested expatriates.

The cultural chasm that separates the donor/diplomat from the Nepali
politician/administrator and civil society gatekeepers makes us accept every
panacea on offer. While the latter may be sceptical of the outcome, they will not
disagree when those dazzled by the success of the Norwegian mediation effort propose
to mediate, offer good offices, provide conflict resolution consultants, and
otherwise help Nepal find a way out of the maze of violence.

And so it is, today, “conflict resolution” season in the central Himalaya.
Seminars, workshops, conferences are on order to help Nepalis resolve the
problems amongst themselves, with comparative analyses, analytical exercises,
focus groups, what have you. Good intentions abound.

We need all help in trying to resolve the civil war that is tearing our society
apart, but such aid must be provided intelligently, and with a sense of respect
for Nepal and Nepalis. This means, understanding Nepal and the Nepali
discourse to fathom the undercurrents which have led to both the rise of
the Maoists as well as the ever-tumultuous political landscape.

There must be some use for “facilitation” exercises where it is
claimed sometimes that the interlocutor need not even know what the
conflict is all about in order to help resolve it. The key to successful
negotiation is thought to lie in the “framework” of the exercise. We
can only beg to differ, and state that Nepal is in a mess today
because this is a country of great complexity that is historical,
demographic, geographic and geo-political, all of which have to be
understood.

Anyone is welcome to mediate, interlocute, resolve, referee—even facilitate—as
long their homework is done. But, this we must insist on because it is ultimately what
counts: it is in the end Nepalis in positions of power and opinion-making who have to
wake up to the true state of our country. If we wake up, then help from the donors/
diplomats stands a chance of working. Otherwise, the fate of “failed state” looms large.
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The British embassy in Kathmandu has clarified that the two MI-17 transport helicopters being
supplied by the British government to the Royal Nepalese Army (RNA) are not attack helicopters.
In a statement issued Monday, the embassy said the agreement between the British government
and the RNA restricts the use of the helicopters to logistical, medical and humanitarian purposes
only. The helicopters, which are due to arrive in Nepal shortly, will not be used in attack or combat
roles. The choppers are being supplied as part of the package assistance of £ 6.5 million for
Nepal under the British government’s Global Conflict Prevention Fund, the embassy said.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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The government has allocated Rs 10 million to launch reconstruction activities at Khalanga, district
headquarters of Jumla, devastated during the overnight Maoist attacks on 14 November. Home
Minister Dharma Bahadur Thapa handed Rs 150,000 each to families of civilians who were killed
during the attacks. Minister Thapa’s visit two weeks after the attacks was the first from a senior
official.

The Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research Centre said 17 government offices
had been destroyed and the local people had no access to drinking water, health services,
education and telecommunications. The centre has demanded that the government launch immedi-
ate relief and rehabilitation work in this remote district.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Home Minister Dharma Bahadur Thapa said the government is in contact with the Maoist insur-
gents through a group of human rights activists. “You can say that talks are going on for holding
official talks,” Minister Thapa said. The minister called upon the rebels to inform the government of
their agenda and come to the negotiation table. He said he knew nothing about ransoms for rebel
leaders or whether they were taking refuge in India. The minister also added that security matters
need not be transparent to the public because they involved more than just guns and bullets.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

4��� ����! �
� �
Additional Inspector General of Police, Shyam Bhakta Thapa, has been designated Acting Chief of
Nepal Police. The nearing retirement of Inspector General of Police, Pradip Shumsher JB Rana,
would leave the post vacant. AIGP Govinda Bahadur Thapa, the first policeman to acquire a PhD,
made a brief play for the top spot arguing he was as efficient and suitable for the job. Sources
said Shyam Bhakta Thapa’s appointment was made on the basis of seniority.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

:!��������
Despite excess generation of power within the country for the last few months, Nepalis are likely
to face load-shedding after suspected Maoist rebels damaged a tower of the 132 KV
Lamosanghu-Bhaktapur transmission line at Sukutte on 26 November. The state-owned Nepal
Electricity Authority (NEA) has appealed to consumers to reduce electricity consumption during
peak hours, 5PM-8PM, “to help NEA avoid load-shedding as its likelihood has increased after the
blast.” Megh Raj Upadhyay, general manager of NEA, said load-shedding could be avoided if
everyone turned off one in four lights in their homes during peak hours. NEA officials are still
assessing the damage and are unsure if the other towers were safe from Maoist attacks.
Meanwhile, newly appointed Minister for Water Resources Dipak Gyawali urged the rebels not to
engage in destructive activities on national television saying, “neither Marx, Lenin nor Mao have
called for such activities in the name of revolution.”

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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The government has formed a probe team to investigate the killings of one-horned rhinos in the
national parks of Chitwan and Bardiya. Thirty-three protected rhinos have died in these two
conservation parks during the last seven months; poachers killed 29. The Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation reported eight rhinos were killed in the last month alone.

Out of the 33 rhinos, 18 were adult males and five were females. The rest could not be
verified. The poachers managed to steal the valuable horns from 16 of the killed animals. Informal
sources place the value of one kilo of rhino horn, wrongly believed to have medicinal value, at Rs
800,000 locally and Rs 2.2 million on the international black market.

In the meantime, the Regional Environment Office for South Asia under the US Embassy has
expressed concerns over the adverse negative impacts of insurgency on Nepal’s conservation
efforts. “Trafficking in animal contrabands have reached an alarming scale,” said Michael Detar,
director of the program. Detar said the ongoing insurgency is collapsing the rural economy and
withering sources for conservation funds, which put tremendous pressure on Nepal’s ecology.
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First time in Lalitpur
under a single roof
for repairing &
selling mobile sets.
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Contact:
Tel: 547681, 535967

e-mail: roshan@repairman.com

We are Located next to
NTC in front of staff college
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL by PUSKAR BHUSAL
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At DFID, our central focus is on an international commitment to having the number of people in
extreme poverty by 2015-through sustainable development, education, and better management of
the natural and physical environments. So we’re looking for individuals who can bring skills,
understanding and patience to even the most complex development activities.

DFID is a major bilateral development agency in Nepal. Our commitment is to support the government
of Nepal and others to eliminate poverty in line with the Millennuium Development Goals.

DFID is committed to promoting reform and development in order to address the root causes of
poverty in Nepal. We give priority to support for economic opportunities and essential services to
poor and disadvantaged communities, including those currently affected by conflict, and to social
justice and governance reforms. We are committed to delivering assistance transparently and with
full accountability to local communities.

The DFID programme in Nepal is designed and supervised by a team of advisers under the
leadership of the Head of the DFID office in Kathmandu. The team includes specialists in
infrastructure, governance, rural livelihoods, social development, economics, statistics, health and
conflict studies. All members of the DFID Advisory team contribute to country and sector strategies
and are responsible for designing and supervising DFID’s programmes of assistance. There are
currently 2 vacancies on the team.

We want to diversify the team to bring in Nepalese expertise on the development challenges facing
the country and on the social and political context. We are interested in applicants who can
demonstrate that they have this expertise, and who have a successful record of achievement
working as a professional in a national and international development agency in one or more of the
following fields: social development, rural livelihoods, infrastructure, health, or economics.
Applicant’s personal competencies should include: working with others; forward thinking;
communicating and influencing; and analytical thinking and judgement. Applicants must possess
a relevant post-graduate degree of equivalent.

There will be an attractive and competitive local salary and benefits package. The successful
applicant will be contracted for a 3 year fixed term appointment, during which time there may be an
opportunity to apply for membership of DFID’s professional advisory teams. You will be based in
DFID Nepal’s Kathmandu office, though some in-country and international travel will also be required.
DFID is an Equal Opportunities employer and appoints on merit by open competition. Nepalese
citizens and women are encouraged to apply.

To receive a job Vacancy Information Sheet and Application Form, please contact the Personnel
Manager at DFID Nepal

Tel. No. [977 1] 542980, Fax. No.[977 1] 542979, or email b-ulak@dfid.gov.uk

Closing date: Friday 27 December 2002.

Working to eliminate global poverty and promote sustainable development
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Can you elaborate?
Well, for example, it is an illusion to think that
military solutions can work on their own. When
fighting a foreign enemy, armies tend to measure
success by body counts, land won or lost,
whether armies are advancing or retreating and
so forth. When the enemy is composed of fellow
citizens, motivated not by a desire to expand
borders but by a dream, the only
useful target is the support of
the communities from which the
insurgents are drawn. You
cannot seek out and kill a dream
with bullets. You have to
demonstrate instead that the
state can deliver what the
people aspire to, and that
violence can only deliver
insecurity and economic ruin.

There is concern in Europe
and the US that military
support for the Royal Nepa-
lese Army will prolong the
conflict. How do you look at
this issue?
What will prolong the conflict is
to allow the Maoists to believe
they can win by violence. Armed insurrections
usually fail, but where they win they win be-
cause of a collapse of will at the centre, often
brought about by military pressure. It is the job of
the security forces to prevent that from happen-
ing, and they cannot do that job without proper
equipment and training. The assistance we are
providing is not designed to increase body
counts or win territory, but to save lives by
helping the security forces defend themselves

and ordinary people against often brutal attacks
and to convince the communities that they, and
only they, can deliver lasting security.

Do you see a role for negotiations?
A negotiated solution is the only way to avoid a
long and bloody conflict, and the sooner the
better. Experience has shown that the longer a

conflict persists, the more
polarised positions become
and the more difficult it is for
either side to envisage the
necessary concessions. Of
course, at the beginning of
any negotiation demands
look impossible, positions
irreconcilable. Each side
always has deep suspicions
about the motives and
intentions of the other, and
often wrongly believes that
delaying negotiations by a
few months more will
strengthen its own position.
Skilled mediation can win the
trust of both sides, help
overcome these suspicions
and suggest ways of

removing blockages. It is not just a question of
facilitating contacts—that is the easy bit. Nor
should mediation be seen as outside interfer-
ence or, in the case of international mediation, a
blow to national pride. Political positions
become rigid through constant public repetition
and only a mediator can test what really lies
behind those positions and identify how best to
meet each sides concerns while still enlarging
the area of agreement. �
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Businessmen are preparing to stake claims days after Minister for Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation
Kuber Sharma announced that anybody with a purse of Rs 1.5 billion could “own” more than Rs 10
billion worth of state-owned Royal Nepal Airlines Corporation (RNAC). Some business houses are
already preparing to file petitions at the ministry expressing their interest. Sharma made the announce-
ment that the government would hand over the scam-ridden national flag carrier to anybody who comes
with the funds at a felicitation program organised by the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FNCCI).

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

����	����
Nanglo’s Deli—another of Nanglo’s exclusive ventures—has relocated from its premises in Thamel to
Durbar Marg opposite Nanglo Café and Pub. They are promoting fusion style cuisine with snacks,
beverages and other Italian and Indian dishes. The Nanglo Deli also has Nanglo’s.com, an air-condi-
tioned cyber café with 12 workstations, where you can sample the new menu or enjoy a hot drink
while surfing the Internet.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Clean, green and eco-friendly Godavari Village Resort has come up with special packages to enhance
domestic tourism. A half-hours drive from the city centre makes it an ideal getaway for short holidays.
The resort offers one night and two night packages ranging from Rs 2,800 to Rs 5,800 for Nepalis and
between $55 to $100 for expatriates. The special weekend barbecues, with tennis and swimming, are
very affordable.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Officials from seven South Asian countries failed to arrive at a consensus on major issues pertaining to
moving towards the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) during a meeting of the SAARC Committee
of Experts (CoE). The meeting agreed to provide preferences and concessions to Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) within the regional body while dealing with issues like rules of origin and trade
liberalization measures. The next CoE meeting, to be held in Kathmandu between 27-29 December, will
work on schemes and program in SAFTA primarily related with tariff and non-tariff barriers. The
SAARC Summit held earlier this year asked for the finalisation of the proposed SAFTA treaty within
year end.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) Nepal, a joint venture between Bishal Group and Life Insurance
Corporation of India, has earned a profit in the first year of its operations. According to a press
statement issued by the company, LIC Nepal provided insurance cover worth Rs 1.35 billion during the
last year and earned premium income of approximately Rs 82 million. Besides selling over 7,000 policies,
the company recruited more than 600 agents and operates two branch offices in Kathmandu and
Biratnagar.

Could you tell us briefly about your company?
AC Nielsen is an American multinational company, and
the largest market research company in the world with
offices in 110 countries. Last year it virtually took over
ORG MARG and owns 100 percent of the company. Now
we are known as AC Nielsen ORG MARG. We have been
in Nepal since 1993.

What is the total size of market research in Nepal?
If you divide research into two parts, market research
and social research, then the size of the market research
here is roughly worth Rs 10 million.

How do you differentiate between market research
and social research?
Market research deals with the marketing problems and
certain business problems also in terms of investment.
The research we do for Nepal CRS Company and
Family Health International (FHI) are very similar to
market research. They are social organisations we take
their activities into social research.

And, what is the difference between customer
research and retail research?
Customer research is basically looking at specific
problems for the client, which could be related to any of
the dimensions of marketing. Totally focussing on a
particular problem and arriving at suggested solutions
for that. Retail is like a barometer, which on a monthly
basis monitors the market trends in different product
categories. We will be starting the monthly monitoring
of the rural market very soon.

What are the major problems that you encountered
during your nearly a decade long stay in Nepal?
Our team was very small for the first five or six years and
we were not very ambitious in terms of growing or
attracting a lot of business. So whatever business came
our way, we did it. It was only in 1999 that we had targets
and thought of expanding significantly. Since then we
have done visibly better. But the last one year has been
has been a very difficult.

What has been the effect of being part of a world
leader on your portfolio?
When the Soaltee Group divested its stakes, divestment
was done on its initiative. We were very keen to retain
Soaltee as our partner but they were not interested to be
in a business, which is not their core competency. When
they were our partners we had a lot of access to various
sectors and alleys of research and marketing. With Mr.
Siddhartha Rana as our chairman, we used to have a lot
of influence also which is definitely not present at this
moment. It has not been easy since Soaltee left us. Of
course, there are a lot of marketing tasks that need to be
done.

���+�	����,����

What were the major problems you encountered
while doing market research here?
One of the main problems has been sometimes
many of the large companies are not serious about
doing business in Nepal, as they would be, possibly,
in India or Bangladesh. Their drive to sell hard is
relatively low. Even if their brands have declining
sales, and their market share is receding, they don’t
seem interested to take any initiative. They just hope
things will improve one day.

Why, would it be different in India or Bangladesh?
In Bangladesh, the population is 130 million and
the market is relatively larger. Because of the
comparatively low population of Nepal, the drive to
increase market share is relatively low here, which
creates some sort of problems for our profession
because we are not exposed to very sophisticated
tools. We use our own tools and techniques and give
our clients the results, as they may not be very open
to our techniques. I, however, must say that the
awareness regarding market research in Nepal is
definitely ahead of the entire belt of eastern Indian
states, as well as Delhi, Maharastra and Uttar
Pradesh.

Which companies did you find more worried about
their market share?
Multinationals are the leading companies. Coke is
the largest followed by Nepal Lever. The multination-
als are fiercely ambitious. For example, if Coke lose
a fraction of their sales, the entire Nepali branch
goes upside down. In family-run businesses there isn’t
that much accountability. Gorkha Brewery is relatively
better and has spent a lot of money on market
research.

Why is it that there is very high turnover among
your employees?
The turnover of our recruits and relatively experi-
enced people has been very high over the years.
That is definitely unfortunate. We don’t want our
employees to leave us. ORG-MARG was taken over
twice in the last five years. First, it was the Business
India Group, which resulted in a total change in our
Nepali company too. Before we could stabilise, the
company was taken over again by Nielsen. Techni-
cally we can’t be taken over any more since we are
the largest company now.

How do you view your job?
I enjoy working in market research because the
profession gives me a lot of learning experience and
enables me to help some of the largest corporations
and social development organisations in attaining
their objectives. It is a very fulfilling experience.
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In the December Himal

TO SUBSCRIBE: CALL 543-333 OR WRITE TO

SUBSCRIPTION@HIMALMAG.COM

Diasporiac dispositions:
Fashioning the NRI

The ‘Madrasi’ of Malaysia:
Being ‘Indian’ in Southeast Asia

Exposing the saffron brigade’s
fundraising scam

Starvation amidst surplus:
The business of hunger

Ved Mehta’s tempest of self-revelation

Sashaying through structural adjustment:
The ugly business of beauty

Hindutva indoctrination:
Growing into their knickers

DUE TO HIGH DEMAND, WE HAVE REPRINTED THE SEPTEMBER HIMAL, ‘ROADS TO LHASA’. IT CAN BE PUR-
CHASED AT THE KATHMANDU INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL, 5-8 DEC, RUSSIAN CULTURAL CENTRE
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mong the most beautiful Himalayan trees are
the rhododendrons, of which the greatest
concentration occurs in the eastern Himalayas.
About 110 species are found wild in India, of

which only four occur in the western Himalayas.
Several rhododendron species are widely cultivated
for their brilliant and variously coloured flowers and
evergreen foliage. Many hybrids are produced and
have been extensively cultivated in Europe and
America. Of these, Rhododendron arboreum Sm. is
perhaps the most widely distributed and is the
national flower of Nepal, locally called ‘Lali gurans’. It
is also called ‘tree-rose’. It can reach 2-4 m in girth
and 14 m in height, and is seen at an altitude of
1,200 to 2,000 m from Kashmir to Bhutan and Assam.
The flowers vary in colour from red to pink, spotted to
white. The under-surface of the leaf also varies in
pigmentation from silvery to brown. It grows in well-
drained soil and is said to be averse to calcereous
ground. The full beauty of the Himalayas cannot be
experienced until one has seen the rhododendrons,
wreathed in colour, festooning the mountain ranges.

In this region, one cannot fail to notice the
richness of orchids perched on trunks and branches of
tress, beckoning visitors with their enchanting flowers.
But the very beauty of their flowers has been their

undoing. Flower lovers and commercial poachers
have robbed this region of most of the showy
orchids, necessitating a ban on the collection of
these plants from the wild.  At higher altitudes, we
noticed that the trees become stunted and scarce
near the snow-line, beyond which the mountains are
covered with permanent snow. To reach here, one
passes through the temperate coniferous forests of
pine, deodar, spruce, fir, cypress and yew.

Beyond these forests lies a fairyland of alpine
meadows. When the snow begins to melt in May-
June, alpine plants begin to unfurl and are in full
bloom in July and August. These meadows provide
grazing grounds for sheep and cattle during these
months. This is a fascinating region for flower
lovers. We have the Himalayan poppies, anemo-
nes, primroses, paeonies, monkshood and meadow
rue, buttercups and black peas, spurges and
columbine, salvia and saxifrage, thistle and
heather, thyme and mentha, balsam and gentian,
campanula and chrysanthemum, orchids and lilies,
and many other. In fact, there are several fairly
extensive areas where, at times, it is almost
impossible to step without crushing some of the
lovely flowers carpeting the ground. The sudden
outburst of bird-song, the herdsman’s flute caress-
ingly and hauntingly playing love songs, the
tinkling of cow bells or pealing of temple bells and
their reverberations, the scent-laden invigorating
air, are experiences that linger in the mind longer
that the passing joys of everyday life.

Title: 100 Himalayan Flowers
Author: Asvin Mehata
Printed by: Mapin Publishing
Pvt. Ltd. Ahmedabad
Pages: 144
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The Rhododendrons of Nepal
by Rene de Milleville
Himal Books, 2002
136 pages (plus preface, etc)
Rs 750
(Proceeds to go to the Rotary Club for its
Anti-blindness Programme)
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Rhododendron arboreum near Ghandrung, 2500 m, west of
Machhapuchhare and Annapurna III, mid-April
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WASHINGTON - The World Bank unveiled a new plan, Reaching
the Rural Poor, to guide its lending for rural and agricultural
projects in the developing world. The bank promises to increase
loans for agriculture for fiscal years 2003 and 2004 by 20
percent yearly, a net hike of about $400 million. The first portion
will mainly target sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, with
subsequent phases to include East Asia. Projects in rural
credit, irrigation, roads, sanitation and irrigation and to support
farmers’ organisations will benefit greatly. The strategy also
recommends decentralising the provision of rural services,
supporting rural organisations and promoting land reform as a
means to increase the assets of the rural poor.

Agricultural and rural growth is seen as essentials for
development because 75 percent of the world’s poor live in
rural areas. The bank, whose mandate is to fight poverty and
help sustain development in those countries, believes “poverty
is predominantly, though not exclusively, a rural phenomenon”. It
says that agriculture must grow by at least 3.5 percent annually
to achieve the world’s goal of halving poverty and hunger. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1� ����������!���3����
OTTAWA - Canada will ratify the Kyoto Protocol by mid-
December, despite the powerful regional and financial opposi-
tion lining up against the accord. Prime Minister Jean Chretien,
whose party has majority control of Canada’s parliament, said,
“the time has come” as he made the announcement to the House
of Commons.

Chretien had pledged Canada would ratify Kyoto before the
end of the year at August’s Earth Summit. Under the treaty,
drawn up in 1997, Canada, the world’s highest per-capita
energy user, has committed to cut emissions of greenhouse
gases, such as carbon dioxide, to six percent below 1990
levels by 2012.

Under a special compromise on Kyoto limits, the country’s
major industrial emitters will be permitted to emit 14 percent
more than in 1990. Federal officials have been unable to clarify
how these gaps will be closed, but they are counting heavily on
Canada receiving credits for its forests and other so-called
‘carbon sinks’, a position that is still opposed by the EU.

Industry groups and some provinces, especially oil and gas-
producing Alberta, continue to fight the deal, saying it will hurt
business and cost thousands of jobs. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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CANBERRA – Australian Prime Minister
John Howard’s support for launching
pre-emptive military strikes
against terrorists based in
neighbouring countries if they
posed a threat to Australia has
outraged neighbouring Thai-
land, Indonesia, Malaysia and
the Philippines. The Howard
government’s defence of his
controversial comments is a
reflection of a high-level
rethinking of Australia’s
defence strategy in the wake
of both the 9/11 attacks in the
United States and the 10 October
bombing of Bali nightclubs, where close
to 190 people were killed, half of them Australian tourists.
Cabinet discussions began this week on counter-terrorism
measures. The government is pressing the Senate to pass
legislation to give sweeping powers—that have been subject to
widespread condemnation from human rights and legal
groups—to security agencies. Some Australians are displeased
by this move. Senator Bob Brown of the Greens Party urged
Howard to withdraw his statement, calling it “a major gaffe”,
and apologise. “It damages our relationship not only with the
countries in our neighbourhood but obviously it creates a lot of
tension,” he said. Officials around the region described
Howard’s statement as “arrogant” and “very dangerous”. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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BELGRADE - A fifth of Serb university graduates have firm
plans to leave, and more than half the rest are looking for the
first chance to go. Sociologists are calling it “the stampede of
generations”. A recent survey from the NGO Centre for Re-
search of Alternatives (CPA) at the universities in Belgrade
and in the biggest southern town Nis, revealed that 20 percent
of university graduates already have firm plans to leave.
Another 55 percent are waiting for the first chance to pack
up and go abroad.

The last census in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
conducted in April showed that some 390,000 people aged
between 18 and 40 left the country in the nineties. Of these
about 30,000 had university degrees. Most of some 2,000
graduate students surveyed by the CPA cited the poor eco-
nomic situation as the reason for wanting to leave. Reforms in
Serbia have had little effect on the living standards of ordinary
people over the past two years. The country has survived on
$1.5 billion in aid and transformation into a market economy has
been painful. (IPS)

by ROBERT WATSONCOMMENT
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JAKARTA - Activists are divided about the Indonesian government’s
campaign against terrorism after the Bali blasts, saying it addresses
the need to bring the perpetrators to justice—but has also unwittingly
brought the country’s security apparatus back into the political arena.
Over the past weeks, Jakarta has made arrests and pinpointed the
key figures behind the Bali bombings that killed nearly 200 people and
injured more than 300 others, mostly foreigners.

Criticised by western governments for a half-hearted response to
the activists of suspected terrorists, President Megawati Sukarnoputri
issued an emergency regulation last month that gave intelligence units
and security personnel full reign to crack down on any terrorist
network operating in Indonesia. Police investigators can now arrest
and prosecute suspected terrorists based on intelligence data.
Suspects can be detained without charges for up to seven days,
during which lawyers cannot accompany them.

Critics are afraid the people will be subjected to the abuses and
rights violations the military and security apparatus of during Suharto’s
32-year reign. They advocate the enforcement of existing laws to
better fight terrorism instead of giving more powers to security
agencies. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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HO CHI MINH CITY - Economic and population growth, bad infrastruc-
ture, low public awareness about environmental protection and
especially bad management have worsened pollution-related problems
in Vietnam’s industrial cities. Rapid urbanisation has led to many
factories now being established inside urban zones. In 1998 the
government ordered polluting state-owned enterprises in Ho Chi Minh
City and Hanoi to move to non-residential areas, industrial parks or
outlying districts. With more than 600 large factories and 22,500
medium and small-scale factories, Ho Chi Minh City is at the forefront
of Vietnam’s move toward industrialisation.

In recent years, pollution levels have been rising due to the
increasing number of cars on the roads and industries in and around
the city. Around 10,000 residents from Binh Thanh district, one of the
most heavily industrialised residential areas, have been demonstrating
this month to urge local authorities to relocate two polluting factories from
their community. Vietnam generates some eight million tonnes of industrial
waste, eight million tonnes of urban waste, nearly 200,000 tonnes of
hospital waste and over 1.2 billion cubic metres of waste water. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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ISLAMABAD - In the first ever case of the sort in Pakistan’s legal
history, food rights groups have sought a court order to stay the
import and sale of genetically engineered (GE) food in the country—
soybeans from the United States. Pakistan is importing the soybean as
part of a $467 million refund that Islamabad paid in advance to the US
in the late 80s for the purchase of 28 F-16 fighter aircraft. The
Islamabad-based Network for Consumer Protection and the Sungi
Development Foundation maintain the imported soybeans may have
hazardous affects on human health and the environment.

Most soybean in the country is consumed in the form of poultry
feed, indirectly making the product part of people’s diet. Currently,
there is no law in the country that bans the import of GE products,
though the country’s 1961 Food Act requires exporters to label their
products with a list of the ingredients. However, legal experts maintain
that the requirement cannot be stretched to include the labelling of GE
foods, as genetic modification of a product ingredient does not
necessarily create a new ingredient requiring labelling. (IPS)

by KHIDHIR HAMZACOMMENT
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The Kathmandu SURF is the UNDP’s Sub Regional Resource Facility for South and West Asia.  We

provide UNDP Country Offices in the sub region (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka) with timely, high quality substantive support for the effective

design and implementation of country programmes and projects. Our mission is to strengthen
capacities of our Country Offices and enhance UNDP’s position as the United Nations global

development network and a trusted and leading partner of programme countries in overcoming
development challenges. In keeping with UNDP’s corporate vision of a knowledge-based advisory
service organization, our objectives are: (a) to meet the policy advisory needs of Country Offices and

(b) to enable Country Offices to more effectively develop and access knowledge and expertise

We invite qualified and interested persons to send their CVs and applications for the following
positions:

1. Administrative Assistant

2. Young Professional Programme (YPP)

1. Administrative Assistant: The Administrative Assistant will work under the direct supervision
of the Programme/Administrative Associate and perform routine administrative tasks as required

(word processing, using spreadsheets and PowerPoint, maintaining office records/files, routine
correspondence, travel arrangements). The applicant should have, at a minimum, completed
high school (10+2), be fluent in spoken and written English and Nepali, and at least 3 years of

experience in a similar position. The successful candidate will be offered a service contract for
one year initially.

2. Young Professional Programme (YPP): We offer an opportunity to exceptionally qualified young
professionals, age - below 30 years, to work at the Kathmandu SURF for a period of 11 months.

This will be an opportunity for young professionals from the sub region to work closely with the
SURF’s Policy Advisors and gain experience in developmental research and advisory services
in key UNDP practice areas as well as be exposed to UNDP’s operations and policies. The

applicants must have a Masters degree in an area relevant to UNDP/SURF’s thematic focus
(governance, poverty, trade, environment and gender) and a maximum of 2 years of professional

experience.

United Nations Development Programme
South and West Asia Sub Regional Resource Facility (Kathmandu SURF)

Vacancy Announcement

Interested candidates should submit their applications along with up-to-date CVs,
by 31 December 2002, to:

Chief, South and West Asia Sub Regional Resource Facility
U.N. House, P.O. Box 107, Kathmandu

Fax No. 977-1-548597
We especially encourage qualified women to apply for these positions.
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Within days after resigning from the CPN (UML), Kamal Chaulagain
was appointed Minister for Labour and Transport Management as well

as Minister for Population and Environment.

Excerpts from an interview in Jana Astha,
4 December

What is the status of the talks proposed
between the government and the Mao-

ists?
The ball now lies in the Maoists’ court.

There are two main reasons why
the Maoists should not continue
their mission to capture state
authority through an armed
struggle. Firstly, after 11 Septem-
ber any violent means aimed at
capturing power is being defined
as an act of terrorism. The United
States is leading what has
become a unipolar world in its
fight against terrorism. Secondly,
the Maoist leaders themselves
have written about the threat of
“Bhutanisation” or “Sikkimisation”
of Nepal. The Maoist leadership
must understand that violence

begets counter-violence, which drags the country towards instability. This instability re-
duces the bargaining power of both the state and the Maoists. If it persists, foreign powers
might intervene.

Has the government formally invited the Maoists for talks?
There is reason why we said the government has kept doors open for dialogue. Members
of the erstwhile Deuba cabinet used to say that anybody could bring in the head of Maoist
leaders and take away a bagful of money. But no member of this new government has
defined the Maoists as terrorists. The prime minister is in touch with human rights activists
and the government is taking initiatives towards holding talks. It will not be appropriate to
discuss other issues beforehand.

How would you assess the failed peace talks last year?
Due to in-fighting, rival leaders within the ruling Nepali Congress (NC) tried to use the
plank of talks with Maoists as a ladder to power. The Maoists also acted irrationally by
walking out of negotiations. Instead of presenting their position to the government and
going to the public, they attacked an army barrack in Dang. I feel that if the Maoists had not
walked away, the in-fighting within the NC would have further escalated and the government
would have been forced to accept their demands.

Do you hope the Maoists will sit for negotiations with this government?
The Maoists should not be influenced by what the parliamentary parties are saying. The
latter do not want talks to take place between the government and Maoists because of
their vested interests. There is no denying this government enjoys executive powers.
How can you resolve the problem without accepting that the government always represents
the state?
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Amber Gurung

If life is a song of gales we must sing it in any way
If we can’t meet joyously then we must meet in sorrow

The wounds may be different, our pain is the same
The faults may be different, our separation is the same
So when defoliation takes place in you my leaves fall—
my leaves fall

Your country may be different, our earth is the same
Your face may be different, our tears are the same
So when earthquakes move in you, my houses collapse
my houses collapse

If life is a song of gales we must sing it in any way
If we can’t meet joyously then we must meet in sorrow

The next song, also by Amber Gurung, is the classic song of
pathos—lamenting ones’ misfortune. It also captures the uncertainties
and insecurities of life, the inability to know how to live in a way that
makes sense.

%��9A84')�342@4��2@�)2�-:22+
Amber Gurung

I haven’t known how to bloom, I haven’t known how to sway
Laughter came but somehow I haven’t been able to laugh
Tears came always but I haven’t learned to cry

I have one essence: the heaviness of the heart
I have another essence:  the heaviness of life
At the crossroads I wasn’t able to choose one path
But being obliged to walk on I couldn’t stay where I was

In the darkness I couldn’t distinguish the moon and stars
I couldn’t seek and string together love
I couldn’t transform and change my complaint
I couldn’t bear the distress of seeing a flower fall

I haven’t known how to bloom, I haven’t known how to sway
Laughter came somehow but I haven’t been able to laugh
Tears came always but I haven’t learned to cry

Fatteman’s classic song of the unrequited lover, written by Nati Kaji,
below, is enriched by its tone of open-hearted acceptance.

)�%47*�:%38�)�%*�*88+�)2��9..84
Nati Kaji

From time to time in life things like this seem to happen
I made a mistake in loving someone. Things like this seem to happen

There must be thousands who would give you love like mine
For you there must be thousands of hearts that cry like mine
A person I had thought my own has become a stranger now
I made a mistake in loving someone. Things like this seem to happen

Let your love, stepping over my love, always grow and bloom
Let your desire, killing my desire, always be fulfilled

My sad eyes too used to see dreams once, long ago
I made a mistake in loving someone. Things like this seem to

happen

From time to time in life things like this seem to happen
I made a mistake in loving someone. Things like this seem

to happen

Indeed, things like wrong choices in love do seem to
happen—at the best of times, as at the worst.

Fatteman’s live songs can be heard on event nepalaya and
Music Nepal’s newly released CD and cassette, “Gaayak
Fatteman Saanjh: Live Au."

*

by PRAMOD K MISHRACOMMENT
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by MANJUSHREE THAPANEPALITERATURE

ongs that jilted cowboys listen to while crying into their beer
aside, South Asia has probably cornered the market in sad
songs. The quality of compassion so pervades the literature of

this region, the lyrics that find their way into the most loved songs
tend to be filled with pathos and heart. Witness the popularity of
Narayan Gopal in Nepal, whose death in 1991 compelled thousands of
mourners to join his funeral march, including those who in Panchayat
times decried him as bourgeois for not singing of revolt and revolution.

There is a time for action, and a time for sitting back and feeling.
Both ways of being maybe support each other. Event nepalaya and
Music Nepal’s new recordings of the songs of Fatteman—who at 67,
after a gap of 20 years, has recently staged heart-stopping perform-
ances in a lovely butter-and-honey voice—allow us to feel sad in the
most enlivening way possible.

The first of his songs translated below is a classic by the eminent
songwriter Nati Kaji, who reminds us that there is nothing as per-
sonal, or as universal, as the loss of love.

%)�@%::�42)�-8�9*��9���)2��%8
Nati Kaji

It will not be as hard to die—
I just cannot kill my love for you

The greenery of springtime withers with the flowers
The white clouds of the blue ground fly away with the wind
But your warm love remains warm, still—
I just cannot kill my love for you

It will not be as hard to die—
I just cannot kill my love for you

A very long road we have walked side by side
Both of us have reached places far, far away
But my heart doesn’t want to say that it ends here—
I just cannot kill my love for you

It will not be as hard to die—
I just cannot kill my love for you

Amber Gurung, a legend of Nepali music, is the author of the next
song, which is philosophical and intimate at the same time.
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“Rishtey” follows the traditional Indian cinema
theme of relationships; entangled, complicated
and peppered with song-and-dance routines.
Director Indra Kumar directs Anil Kapoor
(Suraj), Karishma Kapoor (Komal) and Shilpa
Shetty (Vyjanthi) in a drama about love, fam-
ily and friendships. Rumour has it that “Rishtey”
is a remake of 1974’s “Kunwara Baap”. Suraj
and Komal were once happily married but
circumstances tore apart them apart. The one
person who can bring them back together is
Vyjanthi, the colourful fisherwoman. This
movie will undoubtedly follow true and tried
Hindi film formulas—expect a tearjerker with a
happy ending.

��

Good thing we have the Himalaya to protect us from the
Siberian winds blowing down from the north. But even
despite this wall, temperatures have plummeted,
worsening the inversion and making the fog and haze in
the Indo-Gangetic belt worse. The haze reduced
visibility in the midhills to an altitude of about 3,300 m.
There is an active weather system pushing in from
Afghanistan, and early signs of winter rain and snow in
Kashmir. But this front will have dissipated itself by the
time it reaches us. Conclusion: colder days ahead with
hazy sunshine and morning fog in Kathmandu.
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� Trail Bridge Photographic exhibition at Patan Museum till 14 December by Trail Bridge
Program of Helvetas.

� Snow and other Adventures: “Poems in Frames” by Mark Wyatt from 7 December, Lazimpat
Gallery Café, Lazimpat

� Woodturning in Kathmandu by Dan Hogan, and Unspoken Words: New Tibetan Calligraphy
by Dhumkhang at Indigo Gallery, Kathmandu. 8AM-6PM, 14 December-14 January. 413580

� Cubism by Surendra, paintings by Shova and ceramic sculptures by Cecile Houdret at Park
Gallery till 25 December, Park Gallery, Patan. 522307

�����


� Bagmati/Bishnumati conservation Awareness Campaign Festival from 20-22 December
organised by Environmental Camps for Conservation Awareness (ECCA). Email-
ecca@mos.com.np. 268297, 268328

� Kathmandu Mountain Film Festival 2002 at the Russian Cultural Centre 5-8 December,
tickets available at Mandala Book Point, Suwal Music ‘n Movies, Himalayan Java, Saraswati
Bookstore and Patan Dhoka Kitab Pasal. www.himalassociation.org/kmiff

� Hyatt Winter Tennis Championships from 16-21 December, all categories. Registration
open till 10 December. Hyatt Regency Kathmandu, 491234

� Christmas Bazaar Courtyard at Dwarika’s Hotel followed by Sekuwa Saanjh BBQ, 13 De-
cember. 479488

	�
��

� Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000½ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

� Carlsberg Rock Yatra 1974AD in concert, 4PM onwards on 14 December at Dasrath Sta-
dium. Tickets at Nanglo Bakery Café and Blue Bird Departmental Stores. 529726

� Exclusive evening with 1974 AD at Moksh (inside Club Hardic) on 6 December. Win posters,
t-shirts and tickets to Carlsberg Rock Yatra. Entry Rs 250. 528703

�����


� Friday Indulgence Taste 12 Scottish single malts for Rs 999 at the Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak
& Yeti. 248999

� Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Sunday nights. 416096

 ����

� Vegetarian specialties and clay oven pizza at Stupa View Restaurant
& Terrace, Boudha. 480262

� Mongolian Barbecue on Sundays at Rox Restaurant, 12-3PM. 491234
� Newari Bhoj Traditional snacks, drinks and meals, outdoors or indoor,

in a restaurant designed by Bhaktapur artisans. Lajana Restaurant.
Lazimpat. 413874

� Barbeque with live band 6.30 PM-9.30 PM, Wednesdays and Fridays,
Splash Bar and Grill, Radisson Hotel.

� Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510
� Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11AM-2PM. 25 percent off with

Summit Card. 526271
� Wood fired pizza, cocktails and coffee at the Roadhouse Café, Thamel. 260187
� Special Thai cuisine at Ban Thai Restaurant, Darbar Marg. 243271

�������


� The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast and
dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

� Christmas and New Year Packages at Dwarika’s Hotel includes dinner and breakfast.
479488

� Adventure Camp & Country Kitchen for day trips, picnics or overnighters. 981026637,
418922

� Birdwatching, short hikes, writing Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925
per child 5-14 years, Shivapuri Heights Cottage. info@escape2nepal.com

� Writing Retreat Full board package Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing and
nature at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

� Bardia Bonkers Freshwater dolphins, giant tigers, elephants, safaris, rafting, evening
cocktails, traditional food. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com.
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applying to colleges and grad schools,
learn how to write the application essays to
honestly impress the admissions commit-
tees so that your chances of getting
admissions and financial aid become
higher.
“The art of crafting the application essays”
A presentation by: Ashutosh Tiwari, a
Harvard graduate, and friends. Register at
GAA(414-785)before space runs out. Place:
GAA Hall, Thamel Date: Sunday, Decem-
ber 8th Time: 11 am-1 pm Fee: Rs 500 per
person (Proceeds will be donated to the
GAA and a charity.)
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JAI NEPAL CINEMA
12 noon, 3PM, 6PM
Telephone booking: 442220
Online booking
www.jainepal.com

Jatra Ma Music Jam: Acoustic sounds by The Strings, 6 December at Jatra Restaurant & Bar,
Chaksibari, Thamel. Contact 211010
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Nepali Times is now
available on PEPC
Worldwide vending
machines at major

airports and hotel chains.
Receive 40 pages of the
latest editions of Nepali

Times and selected
material from

Himal South Asian
and

Himal Khabarpatrika in
high-quality laser print.

Price: US$ 2.50, all major
credit cards accepted.

� � � � � � � � �
	��
�����
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�
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�
������� ����

Tickets and  programme sheet
available at venue, or

Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711
Suwal Music ‘n Movies, Lazimpat, 421522

Himalayan Java, Thamel 422519
Saraswati Bookstore, Pulchowk, 528017
and  Patan Dhoka Kitab Pasal, 548142.

5,6,7,8 December,
Russian Cultural Center, Kamal Pokhari
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or a two-time Sagarmatha
summiteer, and the third
Nepali woman to climb the

world’s highest peak, 32-year-
old Pemba Doma Sherpa is
surprisingly modest.

Before leaving for Tibet for
her attempt from the
Chomolungma side, she told her
family she was off on short trek
with friends. But there is a hint
of pride as she recalls the
moment on 19 May 2000 that she
stood on the world’s highest
peak. “It was exhilerating and at
the same time I was nervous
about the descent,” she recalls.
And it was a harrowing one:
she slipped and nearly slid down
the near-vertical 3,000 m
Kangshung face. Only after
making it safely back to base
camp did she call home to share
the good news.

Pemba was on the same
flight back to Kathmandu as

Lakpa Sherpa, another summiteer
who made it to the top only a few
hours ahead of her from the Nepal
side. While Lakpa was received
with great fanfare, Pemba herself
left the airport unnoticed to meet
her family outside.

Her second successful
ascent of Everest from the Nepali
south face in May this year
received scant coverage in the
local media. It could be that the
public is getting blasé about Nepali
women climbing Sagarmatha. And
that suits Pemba just fine. This
mountaineer prefers to keep a low
profile. She works from the quiet
of her home although as an
Everest summiteer, Pemba travels
abroad frequently to present

0
papers, and lecture and train
other mountain enthusiasts. All the
proceeds are channelled into a
trust fund she established for
underprivileged children.

Her grandmother, who raised
her after her mother died, taught
her to love the mountains and
respect Sherpa traditions. As a
child she walked 5 kms everyday
to and from school in her native
Namche Bazaar. It was only later
in Paris, where Pemba was a
computer science student, that
she took up serious rock climbing.
She doesn’t believe in the Sherpa
rituals and predictions that many
others rely on before their
expeditions.

Her only concession, in
honour of her grandmother,
before her climb was a prayer:
“Mother Chomolungma, I am now
setting foot on your snow. Please
bless me with courage and
success. I climb notout of
disrespect, but because my soul
rests in you.” �
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