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Negotiating Peace

Major poltical parties have cautiously
welcomed the Maoistslatest announcement
of a negotiation committee, especially their
propositon not to ‘physically eliminate”
cadres of rval poliical paries and *sabotage”
infrastructure. In a statement issued on
Tuesday, Maoistchairman Prachanda said
these decisions were taken by the party’s
poltburo meeting attended by all members at
an unspecified location. Analysts say the
restoration of peace has a long way t0 go. It
isleast ikely that the Maoists will old talks
with the present advisory counci type of
govermment which doesn't enjoy executive
powers,”said Shyam Shresth, ector o the
pro-eftMulyenkan magezin. The Maoist
negotiaton team, most fikely to be led by Dr.

SHARAD KC INRAJAPUR

hiss the grain basker of Nepal's fur-

west, Situated on alarge island on the

Karnali River as it disgorges into the
plains, the soil i fertile and yields three
cropsayear.

“This year's icc harvst hasbeen particu-
Tary rich. But thelocal residents have fled, the
entiretown and itssurroundingare under he
sway ofthe Maoists. Rajapur s rgheon their
main supply roue from India into their
srongholds n the western hills of Nepal
‘Whoever controls Rajapur not only contols
e food production, butalso ths strategic
route to the border.

Seeinga group of human rights acti
and reportersartive, the operatorofthe Horel
Chautaiac Rajapurbreaks intoa wide smile.

g ngtime. Theteis

Baburam Bhattarai,
elections for a constituent assembiy.

amongresidents whohave
dared o remain. No one alks or makeseye-
contact with str

Times]

Lookingatan old man who was behind me
when wewereapproaching Bhimapur, we
grccted him. He nodded but did notsop.

Totalvotes: 1951

Wieklyemet ol #63.To ote o o:wirepaimes com
Q

Rajapur’s min

In Rajapur, there are mountains of grain but no

then, Rajapuristand has tumed nto a mini-
heirown catfeurh

Rolpa. Th

people.

dfrom b k

i-Rolpa

dhenastcamer fery that ransported people
and produce between Rajapurand
Guleriya. People now have to govia Indian
territory or neighbouring Kailali. The army
istrying to rebuild the pontoon bridge
over the Karnali and resume transport,
nd telephoncs.

scuriy force have launched a major
counreratack from Manpur Taparatostop
the Maoiss from looting thegrain harvests,
andfearing frther violence many local
Tharushave fled to Indiaand are working as.
sugacanclaboures there. “Aclcast they are sfe
thete, hereanyone can comeand kilyou day
ornight,said one rsidentof Durga Nagar
afer makingsure we were neitherarmy nor

ThelastR

taken her

hildrenand

the Maoist. Sccurit forces havesetup thei
baseat Manpur Tapara,and say their

After y hewas  from 9PM to GAM. Vehiclescan operatconly  goneto Tikapur. ‘I haven't heard anythi intention d
a employee. “Iama recred during those hours. from my brother, Jangbir, afierthe Maoists  solocals can come back. But o far, the private
Subedar from the Indian Army,” hesaid. InOctober, f burncdownap hearea,” hesaid.  schools thar )
Whenas - in R yand Khim Bahadur Nepal,a residencofthe  and the political activist ither keep quietor
his village, he sid, “We can'csleepatnight,  wichdrew. Th hen rcurned witha by village of Godlyana, this “Howaan you engagein
andwe don'teven feel hunger becauseof the  vengeance. They provided housealongwith ly members. liical acivites where th 2
fear.” Westopped t takeaphotographofa 200 families of security livinginthe  Khim Bahadur'sson serves at the Nepal Police.  arguments?”asked alocal UMLworker who
housebel Tocallandlord region:ciher ak ther famil quic  Backhome,th docsnotwant o be named.
Narayan Upadhyay, but nowused asa Maoise  theirjobs,or leave Unlike Rolpa, Rajapur was prosperousand Rajapur native, Gopal Dahit isnowa.
“shildter’. When d,theex- ! Jef.Last month, even junior minister in the Chand cabiner. The

subedar had already lefi.
“Theward policcoffceat Rajpurwas
ified o the dunics bead

while the sccurit
cordonandsarch o

vibrant. Because of the rich harvests, the
helbed ddv-threshis

a

peration in Manpur
he nearby Bhimmapur

Gulerya

Tapara,

ipapaddy
here. The Maoistsdestroyed the plantafier
lootingic. To further isofte Rajapur, the

option for peace?

Maoists first

bridgeand

local Maoists have called him a traitor, even
though Dahit used togive fiery specches
here not too longago callng for Tharu
autonomy.

“Ctoss-patty
conflict a must

Sir Michael Jay, the British

Permanent Under

Secretary at the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office

of UK, arrives in
Kathmandu on 6

December for a three day
visit. Nepali Times asked
him a few questions about

the current situation in
Nepal, and the prospects
for resolving the

insurgency.

at present

r Michael
was unable to comment
our question on the issue
of Gurkha pensions and
pay, saying it is sub judice

approach to

Y

Nepali Times: The last support group meeting in
Kathmandu of Nepal's donors coincided with the
royal move to set up an interim government. What
is your assessment of the past two months?

Sir Michael Jay: The Kathmandu meeting

reaffirmed the international community’s support
for a comprehensive strategy to deal with the
Maoist insurgency, encompassing real reforms to
tackle the root causes of the problem such as
social injustice, exclusion and poor delivery of
government services, as wel as action against

always those that work best.

cormuption and human rights abuses, and rein-
forcement of the security sector. On the politcal
level, the meeting called for a cross-party ap-
proach to the conflict, a negotiated solution and
the early fixing of a date for elections. A good
start has been made on the first part of this
agenda and | hope the government will now be
able to rapidly implement the policies it has
announced, or is drawing up in consultation with
donors. On the political agenda, we have yet to
see real progress. The three key issues are
clearly inter-finked. Without a cross-party ap-
proach, genuine negoltiations are less likely, and
without a negotiated settlement national elections
would be difficult. Unil everybody concered
realises this, the prospects for peace are dim.

What are the main concerns vis-a-vis the
insurgency that you will be raising with
government leaders you meet here?
The dramatic surge in violence since last Novem-
ber has taken Nepal by surprise. The armed forces
are ill-equipped, under-resourced and under-
trained to deal with this type of problem. There are
valuable lessons to be learnt from similar conflicts
elsewhere, and instinctive solutions are not

Y
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CULTURAL CHASM

N epalis have so lost their dynamism that they feel they cannot do anything. By

ot el o oo e o el

\TE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL

The road not taken

cpal’ ins are young, e hill
fragile, and is pains are densely
pulated. The weather swings berween
extremes, and when it rins, it pours,
Monsoon oudburss, andides, and
 Himalayal

anything here. This sense of incapacity on one side and
other creates a dangerous brew at a time when the Maoists are mounlmg an ever -more-
dangerous challenge to the democratic state.

"o be sure, there are a lot of otiders among s who have shown more caring and
commitment than many Nepali to the long-term welfare of the people during these
terrble times. They are concerned enough to speak up for human rights, provide
humanitarian aid, and make arrangements for sustainable assistance necessary because
of the way the poliical parties have messed up our society and economy.

And yet, for the very reason that they hold the chequebook, the involvement of
donors s a double-edged sword. It can misused not so much with malafde intentions, but

civil engincering textbooks to be rewriten.
“Tobuild roads n such terrain and weather
is difficult cnough, but to maintain them all
year round is a formidable challenge. It
needs budgetary, engineering and manage-
ment innovations. But our record in road-
building isn’callchat bad.

il decadeago,you had to travel
through Inditoget from Buval o

as an attempt to help in a complex situation that should be even more
ble to the outsider than to the insider. It was not too long ago that a govemment and
prime minister responsible for wrecking Parliament and kiling local government ruled
from Singha Durbar using, to a large extent, the purported support of the two alies in the
"War against Terror"

The expairiate community is often one step removed from the marketplace of Nepali
ideas. There is a divide of class, social circle and language. Itis quite easy for so many
in the donor and diplomatic community to miss out on the strident debate out there
simply because most of it happens in the Nepali language. A case in point is that the
heads of major agencies involved in food-aid seem to have been alerted
to the media’s interest in the possible future famine in the far-West
because of an article in the Nepali Times, whereas the Nepali
language press had covered it more than a week earler. The way
embassies and agencies get their news must be spruced up, for the
power they have in Nepal today. And perhaps we should request the
eminent, aling scholar Mahesh Chandra Regmi to restart the press
digest, which used to make the Nepali-language discourse available
o interested expalrates.

The cultural chasm that separates the donoridiplomat from the Nepali
politician/administrator and civil society gatekeepers makes us accept every
panacea on offer. While the latier may be sceptical of the outcome, they will not
disagree when those dazzled by the success of the Norwegian mediation effort propose
to mediate, offer good offces, provide confiict resolution consultants, and
otherwise help Nepal find a way out of the maze of violence.

And so its, today, “confict resolution” season in the central Himalaya.

‘Seminars, workshops, conferences are on order to help Nepalis resolve the
problems amongst themselves, with comparative analyses, analytical exercises,
focus groups, what have you. Good intentions abound.

We need al help in trying to resolve the civil war that is tearing our society
apart, but such aid must be provided intelligently, and with a sense of respect
for Nepal and Nepalis. This means, understanding Nepal and the Nepali
discourse to fathom the undercurrents which have led to both the rise of
the Maoists as well as the ever-tumultuous political landscape.

‘There must be some use for “facilitation” exercises where it is
claimed sometimes that the interlocutor need not even know what the
conflict is all about in order to help resolve it. The key to successful
negoltation is thought o lie in the “framework” of the exercise. We
can only beg to differ, and state that Nepal is in a mess today
because this is a country of great complexity that is historical,
demographic, geographic and geo-poliical, all of which have to be
understood.

Anyone is welcome to mediate, interlocute, resolve, referee—even facilitate—as
long their homework is done. But, this we must insist on because it is ultimately what
counts: it in the end Nepalis in positions of power and opinion-making who have to
wake up to the true state of our country. If we wake up, then help from the donors/
diplomats stands a chance of working. Otherwise, the fate of ‘failed state” looms large.

Dhany the Kamali
Bridge,th farwest has become sy
accessble from the et of the country.

But, i€ a ragedy for our times thateven
astheroads havebecome bereoertheyear

We have to either re-desi

our

highways to suit the vehicles that ply
on them, or we need to begin

importing Volvos.

buswith theirluggage, queue up t haveic
rummaged through by overworked
sccurity personnel. It's becoming
increasingly common for Nepali ravellers
o full backonce morc on the Indian
transport syscem. All those Nepalis
waiting to board a tain ac Gorakhapur
aren’t headed for Tinsukia in Assam,
many of them will et down on the

way and head for Birgunj, Janakpur

and Biraunagar

Jogbani,
Jinaga,Blsgenia, Rvaul, Nanpars,

responsible for frequent accidents on our
roads. Laws for road s are sketchy,
dherapplcaion ity iolcon

ith you
wwould think Nepal highways would also be:
afer.

Rupaidib aves alot o be
agsintcming vith Nepaliflecing  common that e everthan fvedon't  deired. A barely literate opertorrusing
their nati h Thereasonis petcina frec
insurgency. ourroad docsnotmatch our pay loansare

InNepal, the highways
may bewell-kepe bue
block-

vehiclesand driving habits. Road design
methodsattempto reduce th ime,costand

dicelylinked o the number of hourson
the road is unlikely o remember that
braking at high speed can result in

ades,ambushesof vehides  point B, Th cion ally ifhe has
suspected of i b the road just de d le of big ones to
d | possiblechatitis sillafe. It fg]\r fuigue.
artackson pasengerbuseshave s commonly. i droad i d trequire
‘made road travel penlnus l'hen thereare  road withasmooth surface. Laloo Prasad you tolearn \||e laws of motion and
allth i i h . fourofyes lluprob]cyxlsufpoor
offthe “back froma trip abroad, h visibility,

promised o build the roads n Parnas
smoothisHema Malnchecks”
o Hema Malinfschecks'.

Even the trictest pmctdum] enforcemnt
fails to produce drivers capable of handling
hllenges of Nepal ighways. \i(’hy is

dustry isonly pardy obt

it that one need:

construction i
for: madcondmum that Iead w© :lcaden(< A

beaplg ik on funcions eray s
15 of public

(voads, parking, roadside services)and

rolling stock (buses, rucks, cars). A

mismatch is moscvisibleon the Prichi
Fi— \

uamporr on the roads ofNepal‘ Oneof
the firsethings the Sher Bahadur Deuba
goverment idwhenitcame o pover he

Tata d d for

s:cond s
hina 100 chof

the great Ind,
recklessly over  road built o British
standards. The highway is uilt for
passenger comfortand the rolling stock is
designed to withstand overloading, The
awo don't go together, and even a minor
technical snag, adverse environmental
condiion,orasmall human ror can cuse

Jaybir Marginfront of the riish School,
The road itselfis so iddled with potholes
that the SV ferying rich kids already
have toslow toa craw

‘The bottom lineis that we need a
paradigm shift in road transport in Nepal:
weneed o nvest moreon sifety and e

Cleary,

onspeed. R

wait, we need

design our highways o suitthe vehicles
chatplyon them, orwe nced to begin
impordng Volvo buses.

Instiutions that manage the system,
and individuals who useit, are no less

Lessons of Malaya

e British Army’s campaign in Malaya against the insurgency
fough't I)y the Malayan Communist Party from 1949 to 1953 is one
of the few wars in which a conventional force defeated a
revolutionary mnvement Six Gurkha hattalions were deployed in
the war. But while military hardware, muscle and equipment were
important, the political factor was paramount. Respect for civilian
life and welfare, proper treatment and rehabilitation of prisoners
were foremost priorities. There are other lessons as well for Nepal

Counter-
ceee
henthe Malayan Communist
Party (MCP), led by Secretary
General Chin Peng, decided
fight his formerally,the Britsh, after the
Japanese surtender he wasina position to
take over the whole country. Hevery
nearly succeeded.

“The guerillas never numbered more:
thanabout 7,000, nevertheless they wereat
lestas formidableas he Vie O’mgwm in
the 1960s.Ift

from this chaptzr of Brigadier ED Smith’s book,

Not surprisingly, the military tactics
adopted by the MCP guerillaswere
something quite new to the Bricish
officers. It was outside their patcern of
warfare, involvingasit did surprisc
attacks against sof targers and with-
drawalinto thejungle.

“The police too were caught una-
waresand their Special Branch was far
w00 smal for the emendous sk hat

tobe mismanaged, a it wasin the carly
stages, hereislitledoubrthat the Britsh
would have had a Vietnam on their hands.

i dh th

aces
In the batde fol information during the
first two years, the Communists
unduulmdlv had the advantage.

ced the need for

MCP retained the initiative and success-
fully permeated the Chinese rural popula-
tion through a“call” system with a small
numberof exccutives responsible forcach

sizeable village in sucha way tvas ableto

military and police units to devotea
greatdeal of attention to gathering
information themselves. This wasa
painstaking process—it required a
thorough knowlcge o local i

cot ulac
money, smuggling food and reporting on
Security Force activiies

Of great ignificance, too, the terrain
was o their advantage: the primary
jungle gave plenty of cover in which to
hide. Without the benefic of hindsight,
chere s no doubt that the future for
democracy in Malayalooked bleak
indeed to those who lived in the country
duringthe first two or three years of
the Emergency. This gave Chin Peng
aflyingstar.

Within two years of defeating the
Japanesein the jungles of Burma, the
British Army had concentrated its
military training and thinking on nuclear
and conventional tacticsfora European
theatre againsta first-class enemy. Asa
rel, thearmy had forgotten most of s

(hcd?cxcncy cconomyand heutlyof
our oads. I designing any system, the
consideration has o be safe

hniques and expertise,
Jeant thehard vay andatsuch high cost
duting thear.

ly relying on informers,
handled by the Special Branch and

backed up by observation.
"

scrap of information for detailed analys
allthis required imagination, patience
and skill. Morcover, correct handling of

Onelesson lcarnrand
ignored, thercafcer, was the futilty of
mountingscarch and destroy operations
inan endeavour to overcomea lack of
inteligence. Senior

surrendered terrorist
hat they could be won over to the
governmentsideand persuade their
comrades to abandon the movement,
en the guerillas moved into the

learn that those sort of operations were
indeed st rcsort,and kly o
succeed only fth b

Henry Gurney, and after his death ina
guerrillaambush in 1951, by Gen Sir
Gerlad Templer. The decision to rc-
scttle over 600,000 Chinese squatters
ended up isolating the militants from the
ponion of the Chinese population which
hadin the asthelped ther.

Thesetting up of New Villges the
Home Guards, and the far-

Jated stretches ofjungles,
imaginaie usofaispower by the
Bricish b

i such numbers that the war was
already alost cause.

Once the infantry had learnt to
movein the jungleand do it betterand
quicker than the guerrills,then they
wereable to wrest the initiaive from
them, augmented by better trainingand
self-discipline. Great imporcance was
given todevelopingaccurate, imely
inceligence atalllevel. Individual
policeman nd soldies had o under
stand th

mobmwbyempxuy.nghshcopms, for
logistc resupply of patrols, and for air
strikes. Butitis worth noting that
withoutacrial econnaissance and
direction-finding by the light aircraft, it
would have proved virutally impossible
tolocate and successfully atack

the guerillas.

Much more important than the
miliary aspects of the Emergency were
the politicl, social and economic
into motion first by Sir

reaching decision toarm them demon-
strated toall and sundry that they were
bemgmured “Theimaginative decision
toallow disricts which cooperated with
the government to become “White
Areas”,showed those sitting on the fence
that there was a chance of a better

lie ifthe government was successful
intheend.

“The governmentalso showed itself
capable of being tough, but i was
deemed to be essential that every action
taken by the government was within the
law. At no time was there martial v, at

o time wasa ile of government terror
imposed.

Another lesson was the need to
coordinateall government activities:
political miliary, socialand cconomiic.
And the most effective way of doing this
was through coordinating the acivities
of national, state and district commit-
tees allunder the leadership of one
“supremo”at the centre of affrs.

Pethaps the mostimportant of the
lessons learntin Malaya—but only afer
several alsestarts—was that the
firepower of government forces needs
handling with skill and with care, a
lesson that has ofien been ignored in
subscquent campaigns. Guerilla forces
are seldom destroyed by large concentra-
tions offire: gunships and body counts
donotwin counter-insurgency cam-
paigns because n thelong term they will
terrorise and lienate many more
members ofthe ivilian population.

Some 11,000 people died during the
Emergency, including 2,500
ivilians. Butifunrestrained fircpower
had been used that total would
have bee increased ten-fold and the
campaign lost.

Perhaps the biggest advantage that
the Malayan government had when
dealingwith the threat posed by the
Communists was the fact that there was
o open border as there would beiin
Vietam and Thailand. Whileiis right
1o state that Malaya remainsa classic
example ofhow a counter-tevolutionary
campaign should be waged, it must be
remembered that Chin Peng had no safe
sanctuary, no open border, and by the
very natute of Malaya’s multi-racial
society, his appeal to help met with licle
response from the Malays and Indians,
especally afer the nitial wave of error
failed to win the day. ¢

Counter Insurgency

Operations:

Malaya and Borneo

EDSmith

Tan Allan, 1985
ndon

RABINA AND RABIN

Thank you, Ram Hari Rijal and
Naresh Newar for your articles
on children caught up in conflct
(“Children in the frontiine”, “Why
the children?”, #121). Your
reports are poignant reminders
to us of the senselessness of
the violence, and the serious
implication this culture of kiing
and maiming has on the physical
and psychological health of
Nepali children. It should be clear

to both sides in this conflict that
to seek a military solution is
madness. It will only mean that
there will be more victims like
Rabina and Rabin in the days
ahead. Let me urge your readers
to make a gesture of support for
peace, as | have done, by
providing help for the care of the
two children who were so
nag\caHy separated from their

Kamna Johanson, by email

LAK

The suggestion of Daniel Lak (‘A
developing crisis”, # 121) that
donor funds flowing into Nepal
are not accounted for is some-
what besides reality. Since the
“professionalisation” of the aid
industry, aid officials (such as
myself) spend half of their time
entertaining review and evalua-
tion missions and reporting back
to donor governments. In that
way, donor officials are made to
feel more accountable to their
own governments than to
serious Nepali constituencies.
Thus, | rather feel that dunors
are held bl

LETTERS

our benign advice over the last
decades. | think that we better ask
that our investments are ac-
counted for by credible Nepali
check-and-balance systems, and
having done that, leave (foreign
aid) policy making to the Nepali

ple.
Frank van Schoubroeck,
Kathmandu

| appreciated the artcle by Daniel
Lak (‘The road less travelled”,
#120). It was heartening to read
about how he says we should
take the high ground. The ideais
very sensible and should be
heeded. build itself,

but to the wrong constituency.
This results in Nepali society
having limited influence over
donor investments, which may
be the reason why the aid
industry responds so poorly to
the needs of Nepal. So, should
donor representatives speak out
and express their position in the
present situation, as Daniel
suggests? We should be modest
after overlooking the results of

and bring back peace and
tranquillty.
iAnili, by email

REMOTE CONTROL...
CK Lals deft portrayal of our

armogar (‘Remote

rest he-goats, or a giant and a
pygmy, respectively. Then, he
makes this devastating
observation: Who s to tell us.
whether we are a crowd of
elephants or he-goats? Also, |
think a better acronym than
Lal's "MOB" is SOB: soldiers,
officialdom and big business.
Ram Limbu, Sydney

ADS

After reading Bhagirath Yogi's
critique of the anti-HIV/AIDS
Nepal Initiative program (‘Let's
talk about AIDS", #121), itis
clear that you do not approve
of the money being ‘lavished”
on the AIDS awareness
campaign. But let me assure
you that nowhere else in the
world does this awareness
come cheap, ltneeds a
relentless and sustained

control...", #121) remmded me of
Bhairab Aryal's essay “Mapai" in
which the inimitable satirist dryly
notes that each person believes
himselfto be an elephant and the

at, and designed to dissuade
people from unsafe sex. For
example, in the same issue you
carry an article on how
Thailand s il paying attention

toinformation and education
despite its early successes in
awareness (‘Straight-talking
Thai sex educators’). As in
Thailand, we know that aware-
ness may not translate immedi-
ately into behavioural change.
The lag is determined by many
other factors such as socio-
cultural mores, availability and
accessibility of alternatives, and
moral pressures to change
conduct. It is too much to expect
awareness to change things
overnight. The fact that “con-
dom"” has become a household
word is already quite an

are curable while there is no
hope for an AIDS cure in the
near future. A lot of brain-
washing is needed before our

Revolutionary Racism

W\lh velerence to Bhagirath Vogl s repon en Weslem

distinguish between government and citizens.”
Now, let us ponder about his ‘evidence'. Over the
past seven years, the Maoists have killed far more

people begin to react and take.
precautions. AIDS is spreading
atan alarming rate here and in
many parts of Asia. We cannot
afford treatments available in
the West so our only hope lies
in preventive measures. A
week ago my friend confessed
he does not like using con-
doms. When | asked him about
AIDS, he said, “If I get it, Il get
it." We Nepalis do not believe in
taking precauions. Eatings,

ina
society like ours, which is full of

about sex.
Mahesh N Sharma, by email

o Bhagirath Yogi's report on
HIVIAIDS (‘Let's talk about
AIDS", # 121) was good but to
say more money is being spent
on AIDS awareness because it
is more glamorous than malaria
and TB is quite wrong. The latter

pes, fuses and all the
restmean hnle to us. Creating
awareness among the richest
and the poorest is of utmost
importance. Perhaps we
should invite Mr Condom from
Thailand since he has done a
great job there. For the
moment, awareness seems to
be the only answer, so let's do
all we can, irrespective of the
cost factor.

Dinesh Rai, Naxal

( Peacemks on warpath”, #119) Iet me refer 1o an internet
exchange in which the Briish academic David Seddon
responds 1o a query from a concerned Westerner about a
rumour of a Maoist plan to blow up the United States Embassy.
Mr. Seddon replies, “All the evidence suggests that the Maoists
do distinguish
between government
and citizens. The US
Embassy is sym-
bolic of US state
power and its reach
into Nepal."

Mr. Seddon offers an
interesting kind of travel
advisory to a tourist
planning on visiting Nepal.
With due respect to Mr.
Seddon, | venture to point
out that what he lays out
about the Maoist modus
operandi is a half-truth
and a white lie. He says,
“All evidence suggests
that the Maoists do

Nepal villagers, teachers, postmen, children, women,
elders and peasants than they have killed govern-
ment troops. Mr. Seddon and others like him who
bring out these claims should have the moral guts
to o and ask the widows and orphans of the
Maoist killings if they are citizens.

Further, Mr. Seddon says “The US Embassy is
symbolic of US state power and its reach in
Nepal.” Quite right, but the question s, if the
Maoist revolutionaries are angry with the US
government, why do they only kill poor Nepali
civilians working for the US Embassy and not US
citizens? With their formidable military might, the
Maoists could have easily targeted any white US
Embassy offcial, but they do not. The progressive
revolutionaries are practicing a strange kind of
racism. The death of a Nepali citizen is cheap.
When a US citizen (Daniel Pearl) was killed by
terrorists in Pakistan, the full resources of the US
and Pakistan were expended to hunt down the
killers. If the Maoists were to kill a US citizen, they
would share the same fate as the al-Qaeda. The
economy of terror can be summarized simply: as
long as you slaughter blacks and browns, you will
be praised as revolutionary heroes by progres-

sive intellectuals like Mr. Seddon. But the moment
white skin is touched, it becomes pure evil, pure
terror... “There can be no meeting of minds,” as Blair
said of such savages.

Perhaps this revolutionary racism, the secure
knowledge that no white skin will be put to a Maoist
blade in Nepal, prompts enlightened and progressive
elements like Mr. Seddon to defend, promote and
rationalise Maoist deeds in Nepal. Its a rare luxury
people like Mr. Seddon exercise—enjoying the
security and convenience of living in an advanced
democratic society while they bolster (intellectually,
morally, financially) amurderous Pol Potish regime
on the helpless citizens of a poor nation.

o people like Mr. Seddon, my only pleas, if you
honestly think the Maoist revolution is such a good
thing for humanity, please leave the capitalist hell
hole you live in now and go to the liperated zones
of Rukum and Rolpa and experience eternal bliss. If,
after living there for a full year, you still say theirs is
the only way for humanity, | wil gladly discard my
bourgeois false consciousness and join you and
your comrades in the trenches (perhaps by then
you will start another front against the imperial
occupant of Buckingham Palace?). White
Progressives of the world unite! You have nothing
to lose but your hypocrisy.

Sangram Limbu, via email
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nthewayupto
Dhamkanefrom the
disrictheadquarterac
Martadi, we meta
cheerful 12-year-old boy on the
il. He approached us and asked
would youlike to buy
apples?” How much, weasked.
Hesaid ten appleswould cost Rs
25. “Lwant to buy a pair of shoes
from the money Lcam sclling
1pp\cs, hesaid.

Two days later, on the way
back from Kol we were on the
steep il up to Pandusen on the
way towards Angapani when we
metthesameboy again. We
asked ifhe had bought his shoes.
Helooked abitshy, and said he
couldn’tbecause the money from
sellingapples wasn'tenough. “I
have boughesalt, though,” he
said smiling. “And one day Tl
surely have enough o buy

shoes.” He scampered onahead.
What the boy didn’tknow was
that bad news awaited himin the
village. His father, Ramlal Damai,
had been shot by the sccurity
forcesa day carier, and had just
died ofhis wounds. When we
reached the boy's house, i
father’s body was being carried
outinto the porch. Ramlal’s wife
and an eight-year-old child were
crying n front of the hou
“There was nota dry eye among
the neighbours who had gath-
ered there.
Ramlal had been injured bya
bulletin his head, and villagers
cartied him from Angapani to his
house, halfan hour down the
road, thinking he couldstil be
saved. Six othervillagers were
alsolkilled: Surya Raut, Tula
Raut, Nara Bahadur Bohara,
Chandu Bohara, Rup Damai

and Kashi Sarki,
Aunitof thearmy and police
had left Martad; on the evening
£28 October on patrol. When
they teached Angapani justafer
dawn the next monring, they saw
alightinside Hari Krishna Raut's
houseand muffled voices from
inside. They immediatcly
cordoned offthe house, and
asked those nside to open up.
“Theseven peopleinsidehad
justfinished harvesting millec the
previous day, and had been
playing cardsall night, Villagers
think they may have suspected
the people outside to be local
Maoists, who have banned
drinkingand gambling. So they
curned the lights offand kept
quiet. This made the security
personnel even more suspicious.
When the villagers did not
respond even after the second
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“Our
descendants

ate doomed”

In a tragic mistake, security forces kill villagers
who were actually members of an anti-Maoist
resistance force.

MOHAN MAINALI IN BAJURA

CENTRE FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM (KHOPAKAY)

A gicfstricken young girl who

had never seen so many bodies
being taken for cremation from
hervllage (top left), Bir
ahadur Bohara still finds it
hard to believe that he haslost
four of his “innocent” ves
in thesccurity action(top
right), the widow of Padam

Bahadur Shahi who was kille
at Pandusen (right)

order to open the door, the
troops broke it down, stormed
in commando style and shot
everyone. Six of them died on
the spot, Ramlal succumbed
0 his injuries just two hours
before we arrived on the scene,
following hisson.

Thetroopslefi. Thevillagers

who had been coweringin their
homes came outand were
horrified by the carnage. They
decided not o ouch the bodies
andsentsomeamongthem o
Martadi o regiser the deaths
atthe districtadministration
officeof Bajura.

1 Dhankane hey yheard

“terrorists” had been killedat
Pandusen, Fearing that the local
administration could harassthem
forbeing Maoists too, they
decided not to go to Martadi
and turned back to the village
to cremate their dead and
console the families.

news over Radio Nepal thatseven

HERE AND THERE

HUMI

by DANIEL LAK

Chia and conversation

A~ The old man sics in a corner of a tea shop along the trail

between Simikotand the Tibetan border, spinning raw wool into
yarn. Hesips from a dented metal cup. Three or four porters st on
the bench beside him. The shop owner stirs a bubbling infusion of
spring water and mountain mint, occasionally adding generous
handfuls of sugar. The smoke s thick but the stone walls keep the
warmeh of the cooking fire inside; the funk s bearable. It occurs to
me that this s the real Nepal. Time then to listen to what the real
Nepalis have to say.

“So what's the situation around here,” Lask, o get things going.
Ashort burst of luughter is followed by contemplative ilence. The
men are wondering—obviously—whether to trust the Khaire who
might well have come from Mars or even Army headquarters to
intrude rudely on their lives

“Well,” the old man says, hands never pausing i their furious
spinning, “it's bad, very bad.” Then he lapses into silence again, il
pondering how much to

“Back in Simikor,” [ venture, “the Chicf Development Officer
says the situation is normal here, so does the DSP.” More laughter,
biteer now, thychmic, incredulous snorts and shaking heads.

“Normal s t,”asks the oldster, cynicism overcoming carlier
reluctance to speak to.a stranger. “CDO sahib says this is nor
it normal to have soldicrs and pol from our women,
and scarch our homes. Some people lost money too. Is normal ha
the Maoises stal our food and gt us into more rouble with the
army? Is this what CDO sahib says is nors
ome of the porters take up the refrain and everyone more or less
tellsasimilar story. They say that  village down the trail lost money
and jewellery afier an army party came to investigate reports of
Maoist movement in the area. Of course, the authoritis deny this
and over-stressed, modern Kathmandu-wallah that L am, [ haven’t

Is

e jewelle

got time to go and investigate myself. Lask the old man how he
copes, how the increasingly unbearable burdens of being a rural
Nepaliare affecting him.

“Well, there’s akshi,” he says to general laughter, “and we have
ourwork.” Here he holds up his half spun skein of yarn, revealing
the incredible fact that he pays Rs 3000 rupees for the raw material,

works for four monchs on a blanket and sell it for Rs 4000, Some-
thing, I dare say, for the finance ministry and its generous
Kathmandu-based donors o take note of next time there’s alk of
increasing productivity amongs the Nepali workforce

Another silence falls and we sip our fragrant tea. The sugar bites
into my tecth but it helps ward off the evening chill that's building

Time to listen to what the real
Nepalis have to say.

up outside. We discuss my video camera for a moment and |
hesitate to tell them that I spent the equivalent of about ten years
ofthei income 0 buy thiscrucial ool of my trade. But he
marvel at e technology and speak approvingly of the need
the best you can afford.

cn theold man gers aicated vih all the small sk and saes

You tell those peop )IL back in Kathmandu the truth, you tell them

how the ]\Lp.&[
“If the Maoists com
watch our food supplics dwindle but what can we do, ke garne? And
we know that next day the army and the policewill come and
of b cusandlookstour possessions.
1¢s like they e all working together to make us miserable. Well,
(Ll](hunmi\.uhmmdu(]\\[t1 e ing. Weare miscrable.
Buthere’s mmuhmgt sc o take back there. We're alive
today. Yes, and we're happy to be alive. Tomorrow, who knows,
we might be dead. Does anyone care about us? We're allalone
out her
He calls for more tea and another round of steaming metal cups
arrive on the table.
Silence falls again. Outside, a few wisps of snow are blowing by.
“The old man keeps spinning, nodding and thinking, Therc's not
much else o a

.md we feed them, 40 or 50 at a time, we

Bir Bahadur isaneighbour of
the dead, and isweeping openly
when we reach the village.
“Where s thejustice,” he ass,
“Howcanyou kilinnocent
peoplein thisway?” Tronically,
thrce ofthe dead (Tulka Raut,
Nara Bahadur Boharaand
Chandu Bohara) were members
of the “Kaal Sena”, an anti-Maoist
resistance group that the villagers
had formed after they couldn't
bear harassment by the Maoist
miliiaanymore.

Several dmesin the past
months,they had driven away
Maoist rebel from the vilage.
Even the government media had
highlighted theractviics s the

bailafer being detained for three
months on the charge of
delivering letters to Maoists.
Some halfa dozen people,
including Padam’s facher and
his wife carryinga three-year-
old son followed the troops,
fearing something ominous.
Theycould s thesecuriy
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givehim onecrop. When hesawus
approachingheranintohishouse
and shuthimselfup. When we
introduced ourselves, hecameout
hesitandyand sid: “Thescare bad
imes. Lookatme [asafidof
yougendemenandranavay!
onetrusisanyoneanymore. .

Afertalking t villagers,we

Padam up badly.
Heyfinaly shochim deadata
place called Kandha andlef his
badly mangled body on the tail
Padam’s fucher couldn’tbearto
lookat his son’s murilated face,
and even 24 hours later, he
can't alk about it. Padam’s
motheris inconsolable. “Maybe

he'd still be alive if he had

promisingsartofa popular joined the Maoists,” she says,
the rebels. llabl
According o villagers we Althe VDCs 10 the norh-
interviewed, th o eastofthe district

becertain they had killed Maoists
and didn’tstay around toverify.
They were looking for more
Maoistsand wene down the il
from Pandusen and asked Dabal
Bahadur Kadayat, who runsa
small eashop at Chapharukh,
“Whereis Padam Bahadur
Shahi?” When he said hedidn't
know, they beat him up.

“They found Padam Bahadur
harvesting paddy in the ield
togetherwith his family members.
“They took him away. Padam
Bahadurwas recendy released on

Martadi,are no-goareas. You
can see Maoist flags flying on
trees. The cadre walk around
frecly and force villagers to
donate money or food for the
revolution. “The Maoists loot
us, the government kills us, we
are trapped in the middle,” says
Padam Bahadur' father.

isfear, panicand
sceniclitde
village. This year's harvestsfiled,
thereisa food shortage, but Julfe
Sarkiissowing wheat sceds
hoping that winter rain willateast

ounted 60 villagers who have
been killed just along the one-day
ek from Martadi to Kolti n the
pastycaralone. Mostof them
have been killed by Maoists:
murdered for opposing their
orders,refusing to pay tax, or
children killed by explosives they
haveleftbehind. Some have been
found wecks later, hands ied
behind their backsand shor.
A76-yearold villager, known
by his nickname Dahi Baje old
us: “We spenta lifetime in quict
happiness, but our descendants
are doomed.” The incidentin
Pandusen has generated distrust
amonglocal peopleagainst the
military and police notonly in
Bajura butalso in the neighbour-
ing disrict of Achham.
‘Thelocalsunderstand that
the scurityforces madea mistake,
butso faitlooks like thearmy
and policedo not want o admit
it. And until they do, the familics
ofthose klld will b regarded s
relatives of “errorists”. 4

Goodwill choppers

The British embassy in Kathmandu has clarified that the two MI-17 transport helicopters being
supplied by the British government to the Royal Nepalese Army (RNA) are not attack helicopters.
In a statement issued Monday, the embassy said the agreement between the British government
and the RNA resiricts the use of the helicopters to logistical, medical and humanitarian purposes
only. The helicopters, which are due to arrive in Nepal shortly, will not be used in attack or combat
roles. The choppers are being supplied as part of the package assistance of £ 6.5 million for
Nepal under the British government's Global Conflict Prevention Fund, the embassy said.

The government has allocated Rs 10 million to launch reconstruction activities at Khalanga, district
headquarters of Jumla, devastated during the overnight Maoist attacks on 14 November. Home
Minister Dharma Bahadur Thapa handed Rs 150,000 each to families of civilians who were killed
during the attacks. Minister Thapa's visit two weeks after the attacks was the first from a senior
official.

The Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research Centre said 17 government offices
had been destroyed and the local people had no access to drinking water, health services,
education and telecommunications. The centre has demanded that the government launch immedi-
ate relief and rehabilitation work in this remote district

Talks for talks

Home Minist rma Bahadu nment is in contact with the
gents through a group of human rights activists. “You can say that talks are going on for holding
official talks,” Minister Thapa said. The minister called upon the rebels to inform the government of
their agenda and come to the negotiation table. He said he knew nothing about ransoms for rebel
leaders or whether they were taking refuge in India. The minister also added that security matters
need not be transparent to the public because they involved more than just guns and bullets.

New appointment

Additional Inspector General of Police, Shyam Bhak!a Thapa has been des\gna\ed Acung Chle' c'
Nepal Police. The nearing retirement of Inspector General of Police, Pradip Shumsher JB Rana,
would leave the post vacant. AIGP Govinda Bahadur Thapa, the first policeman to acquire a PhD,
made a brief play for the top spot arguing he was as efficient and suitable for the job. Sources
said Shyam Bhakta Thapa's appointment was made on the basis of seniority.

Despue excess generation of power wumn lhe country for the last few months, Nepalis are likely
to face load-shedding after suspected Maoist rebels damaged a tower of the 132 KV
Lamosanghu-Bhaktapur transmission line at Sukutte on 26 November. The state-owned Nepal
Electricity Authority (NEA) has appealed to consumers to reduce electricity consumption during
peak hours, 5SPM-8PM, “to help NEA avoid load-shedding s its likelihood has increased after the
blast.” Megh Raj Upadhyay, general manager of NEA, said load-shedding could be avoided if
everyone turned off one in four lights in their homes during peak hours. NEA officials are still
assessing the damage and are unsure if the other towers were safe from Maoist attacks.
Meanwhile, newly appointed Minister for Water Resources Dipak Gyawali urged the rebels not to
engage in destructive activities on national television saying, “neither Marx, Lenin nor Mao have
called for such activities in the name of revolution.”

Poaching in the parks

The government has formed a probe team to investigate the killings of one-horned rhinos in the
national parks of Chitwan and Bardiya. Thirty-three protected rhinos have died in these two
conservation parks during the last seven months; poachers killed 29. The Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation reported eight rhinos were killed in the last month alone,

Out of the 33 rhinos, 18 were adult males and five were females. The rest could not be
verified. The poachers managed to steal the valuable horns from 16 of the killed animals. Informal
sources place the value of one kilo of rhino horn, wrongly believed to have medicinal value, at Rs
800,000 locally and Rs 2.2 million on the international black market.

In the meantime, the Regional Environment Office for South Asia under the US Embassy has
expressed concerns over the adverse negative impacts of insurgency on Nepal's conservation
efforts. “Trafficking in animal contrabands have reached an alarming scale,” said Michael Detar,
director of the program. Detar said the ongoing insurgency is collapsing the rural economy and
withering sources for conservation funds, which put tremendous pressure on Nepal's ecology.
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SOMEWHERE IN NEP/

country forsolong, Loud thinking
isoleable, morcover, when he
1

distrbingfeature ofour
‘national malaise is the
if i wm

das th

Iésnotthe mgeomeﬂ Prasad
Koiraa or Madhay Kumar Nepal
thatwieshould be worricd abour.
‘They're the aggrieved party, aferall,
and arc entidled o fits offury. The
new power lite an't quic blaming,
the mulipartyleadership for
creing oday's mes. Welnowour

lyapparen. (Remember v

Ire alarm

grim. Of the 81 countries that
embraced democracy n the 1980s
and 19905, only 47 are considered
fu]lv free rcdw \X’ ith Cold Wa

how the people’sights have been
akenaway.

Ministers,fo their arc,
needn'tbedistracted by the dirt

Sher Bahadurl" b

increasin

definine th

sing his cabinec st year)
"We need more ministers who

don'tcringe each ime some big-

sy hecabine

doesn’tha

order, democracy and human ,agms
arcon the defensive. However, we
can lve without personalassurances
ofprsfeedom fom hecomi-
aslongas we get

Sinc he pople neves pur e

lousy. Thar'swhy
they'reout of powwerand not o0
many ofusarcouton the treets yet.
Fora politial group free of
electoral compulsions, the tempta-
tion for candour becomesallthe

moreirrepressible. Ministers

,we don'texpect

w© rend six-column headlines on

someofusin th upfrom
e past, When this is the best
bunch of eadersthe country could
find, you knowwho the joke'son.
Atitudes mustchange from the

swearingin ceremony. We were the
ones whoaccused Koiralaof
packing the cabinetand party
central commiteee with people he
knewverywell.

“This may wrn out o bea
defining moment for Nepali
democracy. Aswe questioned the
moraland intellectual competence

by PUSKAR BHUSA|

Y

knowledgeand virtue could be
entrusted with the public good?
From the vay disgruntled and
disgraced former members o the big,
parties have joined hands i
cmblems of partyless administracive
ruchlessness this cabinet docs et off
alarm bells, Deeper down, though,
lurksan opportunity to complete
fnished businessof

wop. Th houldn't
feelashamed he gor o know some
ofis ministers just before the

them o b bletous. The
factthat the only legislatorin the
abinetisa palace-nominated
member of he upper charmber
should hlp put tings in perspec-
dive.Say the palace came ourwitha

shouldn’tinsultour
mouthing plaritudes.
momentsof healthy honesty are
entirely lacking, One minister
asserted that the Maoistassaults on
Jumlawerean expression oftheir
impatience for talks. Another shed
some personal light o how Nepal
was on s way towards the restora-
tion of democacy before the royal
succession of January 1972. The
docorwhosid thisconsiution
vasn'tworththe paper ‘sprinted

formal proclamation etuming
exccutive authority o the council
of ministers. Would that discourage
usfrom turning o Narayanhity
every time someonein Singha
Durbarbungled?

“The definition of polticsas
suifeof interests masquerading asa
contestofprinciples s oo universal
obeignored. The people recognise
those who refused o join the
governmentand realsewhy.

The womsinpoltil i

on may ha andare
butyoucn'sayhe ] keep
Thed oo edered

rial
discourseisn'c that unbearable
cither, You can't expectan asorted
assemblage ofenthusiasts o speak in
onevoice on an ssue ke the Maoist

themselves “untned” enough to
become ministerscoulditunderake
nottocontesethe lctions, which
augurswel forour poliics.

When this is the best bunch
of leaders the country could
find, you know who the

joke’s on.

sawsince 1990, didn’twewonder
whether peoplewith superior

Kathmandu Spring,

Doctors, engineers, activistsand
business people long complained
how they were the real drivers of the
People’s Movement. A lot of them

are ministers today because

leading Kangresis and comrades

were 0o furious to serve. This fact
shouldn’tstop our experts and
entreprencurs from picking up from
April 1990. Just try not to build a
reputation on what you hope to
accomplish.

insurgency which has divided the “Theinternational outlookis

¢ OEDFID

Appointments to DFID’s Advisory Team in Nepal

At DFID, our central focus is on an international commitment to having the number of people in
extreme poverty by 2015-through sustainable development, education, and better management of
the natural and physical environments. So we're looking for individuals who can bring skills,
understanding and patience to even the most complex development activities.

DFID is a major bilateral development agency in Nepal. Our commitment is to support the government
of Nepal and others to eliminate poverty in line with the Millennuium Development Goals

DFID is committed to promoting reform and development in order to address the root causes of
poverty in Nepal. We give priority to support for economic opportunities and essential services to
poor and disadvantaged communities, including those currently affected by confiict, and to social
justice and governance reforms. We are committed to delivering assistance transparently and with
full accountability to local communities.

The DFID programme in Nepal is designed and supervised by a team of advisers under the
leadership of the Head of the DFID office in Kathmandu. The team includes specialists in
infrastructure, governance, rural livelihoods, social development, economics, statistics, health and
conflict studies. All members of the DFID Advisory team contribute to country and sector strategies
and are responsible for designing and supervising DFID's programmes of assistance. There are
currently 2 vacancies on the team.

We want to diversify the team to bring in Nepalese expertise on the development challenges facing
the country and on the social and political context. We are interested in applicants who can
demonstrate that they have this expertise, and who have a successful record of achievement
working as a professional n a national and inernational cevelopment agency n one or more of the
following fields: social rural | health, or
Applicant's personal competencies should mclude. working with others; forward thinking:
communicating and influencing; and analytical thinking and judgement. Applicants must possess
a relevant post-graduate degree of equivalent.

There will be an attractive and competitive local salary and benefits package. The successful
applicant will be contracted for a 3 year fixed term appointment, during which time there may be an
opportunity to apply for membership of DFID's professional advisory teams. You will be based in
DFID Nepal's Kathmandu office, though some in-country and intemational travel will also be required.
DFID is an Equal Opportunities employer and appoints on merit by open competition. Nepalese
citizens and women are encouraged to apply.

To receive a job Vacancy Information Sheet and Application Form, please contact the Personnel
lanager at DFID Nepal
Tel. No. [977 1] 542980, Fax. No.[977 1] 542979, or email b-ulak@dfid.gov.uk
Closing date: Friday 27 December 2002.

Working to eliminate global poverty and promote sustainable development

from = p1

A negotiated solution is the only
way to avoid a_bloody conflict,

Can you elaborate?

Well, for example, itis an illusion to think that
military solutions can work on their own. When
fighting a foreign enemy, armies tend to measure
success by body counts, land won or lost,
whether armies are advancing o retreating and
so forth. When the enemy is composed of fellow
citizens, motivated not by a desire to expand
borders but by a dream, the only

useful target is the support of

the communities from which the

insurgents are drawn. You

cannot seek out and kill a dream

with bullets. You have to

demonstrate instead that the

state can deliver what the

people aspire to, and that

violence can only deliver

insecurity and economic ruin.

There is concern in Europe

and the US that military

support for the Royal Nepa-

lese Army will prolong the

conflict. How do you look at

this issue?

What will prolong the conflict is

to allow the Maoists to believe

they can win by violence. Armed insurrections
usually fail, but where they win they win be-
cause of a collapse of will at the centre, often
brought about by military pressure. It is the job of
the security forces to prevent that from happen-
ing, and they cannot do that job without proper
equipment and training. The assistance we are
providing is not designed to increase body
counts or win territory, but to save lives by
helping the security forces defend themselves

and ordinary people against often brutal attacks
and to convince the communities that they, and
only they, can deliver lasting securiy.

Do you see a role for negotiations?
A negotiated solution is the only way to avoid a
long and bloody conflict, and the sooner the
better. Experience has shown that the longer a
conflict persists, the more
polarised positions become
and the more difficult it is for
either side to envisage the
necessary concessions. Of
course, at the beginning of
any negotiation demands
look impossible, positions
irreconcilable. Each side
always has deep suspicions
about the motives and
intentions of the other, and
often wrongly believes that
delaying negotiations by a
few months more will
strengthen its own position
Skilled mediation can win the
trust of both sides, help
overcome these suspicions
and suggest ways of
removing blockages. It is not just a question of
facilitating contacts—that is the easy bit. Nor
should mediation be seen as outside interfer-
ence or, in the case of international mediation, a
blow to national pride. Political positions
become rigid through constant public repetition
and only a mediator can test what really lies
behind those positions and identify how best to
meet each sides concerns while still enlarging
the area of agreement. ¢

Matketing Nepal

RNAC for sale

Businessmen are preparing to stake claims days after Minister for Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation
Kuber Sharma announced that anybody with a purse of Rs 1.5 billion could “own” more than Rs 10

Chief of the AC Nielsen-ORG MARG, a leading
market research company, in Kathmandu, Palas
Bhattacharya brings with him a long experience in
the field of research and marketing. An MBA and
a graduate in chemical engineering from IIT-
Kharag; ur, Bhattacharya has been in Nepal since

1993. |Iy married, with a three-year-old
daughter acharya sa¥ls he has agreat
relatmnsfup with his wife who is a Chartered

Accountant.

He shared his experiences with Navin

Subedi for Nepali Times.

Could you tell us briefly about your company?

AC Nielsen is an American multinational company, and
the largest market research company in the world with
offices in 110 countries. Last year it virtually took over
ORG MARG and owns 100 percent of the company. Now
we are known as AC Nielsen ORG MARG. We have been
in Nepal since 1993

Whatis the total size of market research in Nepal?

If you divide research into two parts, market research
and social research, then the size of the market research
here is roughly worth Rs 10 milion.

How do you differentiate between market research
and social research?

Market research deals with the marketing problems and
certain business problems also in terms of investment,
The research we do for Nepal CRS Company and
Family Health International (FHI) are very similar to
market research. They are social organisations we take
their activites into social research,

And, what s the difference between customer
research and retail research?

Customer research is basically looking at specific
problems for the client, which could be related to any of
the dimensions of marketing. Totally focussing on a
particular problem and arriving at suggested solutions
for that. Retail is like a barometer, which on a monthly
basis monitors the market trends in different product
categories. We will be starting the monthly monitoring
of the rural market very soon.

What are the major problems that you encountered
during your nearly adecade long stay in Nepal?

Our team was very smallfor the firs five or six years and
we were not very ambitious in terms of growing or
atracting a ot of business. So whatever business came
our way, we did . It was only in 1999 that we had targets
and thought of expanding significantly. Since then we
have done visily better. But the last one year has been
has been a very diffcult

What has been the effect of being part of aworld
leader on your portfolio?

When the Soaltee Group divested its stakes, divestment
‘was done on its initiative. We were very keen to retain
Soaltee as our partner but they were not interested to be
in a business, which is not thei core competency. When
they were our partners we had a ot of access to various
sectors and alleys of research and marketing. With M.
Siddhartha Rana as our chairman, we used to have a lot
of nfluence also which s defnitely not present at this
moment. It has not been easy since Soaltee left us. Of
course, there are a lot of marketing tasks that need to be

What were the major problems you encountered
while doing market research here?

One of the main problems has been sometimes
many of the large companies are not serious about
doing business in Nepal, as they would be, possibly,
in India or Bangladesh. Their drive to sell hard is
relatively low. Even if their brands have declining
sales, and their market share is receding, they don't
seem interested to take any initiative. They just hope
things wil improve one day.

Why, would it be different in India or Bangladesh?
In Bangladesh, the population is 130 milion and
the market s relatively larger. Because of the
comparatively low population of Nepal, the drive to
increase market share is relatively low here, which
creates some sort of problems for our profession
because we are not exposed to very sophisticated
tools. We use our own tools and techniques and give
our clients the results, as they may not be very open
to our techniques. |, however, must say that the
awareness regarding market research in Nepal is
definitely ahead of the entire belt of eastern Indian
states, as well as Delhi, Maharastra and Uttar
Pradesh.

Which companes did you find more worried about
their market share?

Multinationals are the leading companies. Coke is
the largest followed by Nepal Lever. The mulination-
als are fiercely ambitious. For example, if Coke lose
a fracton of thei sales, the entire Nepali branch
qoes upside down. In family-run businesses there isn't
that much accountabilty. Gorkha Breviery is relatively
better and has spent  lot of money on market
research.

Why is it that there s very high turnover among
your employees?

The tumover of our recruits and relatively experi-
enced people has been very high over the years.
That is defnitely unfortunate. We don't want our
employees to leave us. ORG-MARG was taken over
twice in the last five years. First, it was the Business
India Group, which resulted in a total change in our
Nepali company too. Before we could stabilise, the
company was taken over again by Nielsen. Techni-
cally we can'tbe taken over any more since we are
the largest company now.

How do you view your job?
1 enjoy working in market research because the
profession gives me a ot of learming experience and
enables me to help some of the largest corporations
and social development organisations in attaining
their objectives. It is a very fulfling experience.

billion worth of d Royal Nepal Airlines Corporation (RNAC). Some business houses are
already preparing to file pemmns atthe ministry expressing their interest. Sharma made the announce-

g ould hand over th idden national flag carrier to anybody who comes
wnh the funds ata fencwauon program organised by the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FNCCI).

Relocated B I I I I IR IR PP

Nanglo's Deli—another of Nang! fromits premises in Thamel to
Durbar Marg opposite Nanglo Caie and Pub. They are promoting fusion style cuisine with snacks,
beverages and other Italian and Indian dishes. The Nanglo Deli also has Nanglo's.com, an air-condi-
tioned cyber café with 12 workstations, where you can sample the new menu or enjoy a hot drink
‘while surfing the Internet.

Promoting domestic tourism

Clean, green and eco-friendly Godavari Village Resort has come up with special packages to enhance
domestic tourism. A half-hours drive from the city centre makes it an ideal getaway for short holidays.

The resort offers one night and two night packages ranging from Rs 2,800 to Rs 5,800 for Nepalis and
between $55 to $100 for expatriates. The special weekend barbecues, with tennis and swimming, are

very affordable.

Trading non-consensus

Officals from seven South Asian countries failed fo arive at 2 consensus on major issues pertaining to.
moving towards the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) during a meefing of the SAARC Comittee
of Experts (CoE). The meeting agreed to provide preferences and concessions to Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) within the regional body while dealing with issues like rules of origin and trade
liberalization measures. The next CoE meeting, to be held in Kathmandu between 27-29 December, will
work on schemes and program in SAFTA primarily related with tariff and non-tariff barriers. The
SAARC Summit held earler this year asked for the finalisation of the proposed SAFTA treaty within
year end.

LIC-Nepal Eams Profit

Life insurance Corporation (LIC) Nepal, a joint venture between Bishal Group and Life insurance
Corporation of India, has eamed a profit i the first year of its operafions. According to a press
statement issuied by the company, LIC Nepal provided insurance cover worth Rs 1.35 billion during the
last year and eamed premium Rs 82 million. Besid lling over 7,000 policies,
the company recruited more than 600 agents and operates two Dvanch offices in Kathmandu and

Biratnagar.

In the December Himal

Diasporiac dispositions:
Fashioning theNRI
The‘Madras’ of Malaysia:
Being ‘Indian’ in Southeast Asia

Exposing the saffron brigade’s
fundraising scam

Starvation amidst surplus:
The business of hunger

Ved Mehta's tempest of self-revelation
Sashaying through structural adjustment:
The ugly business of beauty

Hindutvaindoctrination:

Growinginto their knickers

TO SUBSCRIBE: CALL 543-333 OR WRITE TO
‘SUBSCRIPTION@HIMALMAG.COM

Project Manager

{Second call - those who applicd carlier need not to apply)
Training for Employment (TIE)

A projectof Swiss Agency for Developmentand Co-operation (SDC)
Implemented by Alliance Nepal, a private consulting firm

TAE project was developed three years ago with the aim to improve the Lraining!
programmes of public and private training providers in order w enhancethe cmployability !
and productivity of their graduates by narrowing the gap between the supply and the |
demand side of skitled people. The project supports Technical Training Providers and
Enterprises in onder to strengthen their mstitutional capacity. improve commumication
and strengthen linkage between training providers and cnltcpreneurs and (renhance
the quality of training and other services provided.

Alliance/SDC is looking fara dedicatcd innovative Manager with experiences in project
management for the implementation of the second phase of the project (2003 1o 2006).

Tasks

+ Overall project management (including administration and accounting)

= Leading a ream of professionals.

« Providing institutional dovelopment support to techical fraining providers
« Further development of training and models

apitalising the past experiences ol the project

+ Networking among (he stakeholders

Prof
* Postgraduate with experiences in voeational training or labour market related fields
* Very good social and communication skills for working with different partners and
organisations

Able o deal with changing cavironment and innovative enough to supgest new
approaches to ST (e.g. employment issue)

Lxcellent spoken and written Nepali and English skills

Commanding skills inthe use of computer

Qu
Visil web-site www.alliance.com.np o know more about the project before
submitting application latest by 22 of Decemher 2002

lified women candidates will be preferred.

Application with updated CV, salary expectation and reasons for applving should reach 10:

Alliance Nepal, PO Box 8975, EPC 655, Kathmandu
Phone — 526145 and 545890
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“ZINNepal

REVIEWED BY TIRTHA BAHADUR SHRESTH,

Fyouwereasked to name one
other recognisablesymbol of
Nepalbesides ourdistinctive
nationalflag, you would not
hesitae toanswer: the thododen-
dron flower. Thisamazing blossom
thatsmears entire mountainsides
red, whiteand pinkin the
Himalayan spring

another book you must henceforth
carywhileonaspring rckin
Nepal. And there is nowa reason to
time yourtrek for that particular
weckin April-May when thododen-
dronsexplodeacross the Nepal's
mounins.Just ke tourises lock
toNew Englnd for all colours,
wourismcanbea

the boranical cquivalencof the
khukuri to rmind Nepalis o thir
unity. Andalso diversity. What we
think ofas one flower clevated o2
nationalicon actually hasa huge:
diversity of colours,shapes and sub-
species.

And thisis what gradually
davwns on readersas they go
theough Rene de Millvle's ecene
bookon

greacsclling poin for trekking.
Meleville's book cutsthrough
the jargon and technicalitiesof the
flowerand decodcs tntosimple
terms. All31 species of Nepali
thododendrons nd their varitics
are described and ilustrated to
guide the readers through the
diversityof his floal trcasure that
adomsour mountains,
Its pocketbook size and 275

Nepal. Taking picturesof hodo
dendronsshoulda’tbesucha
difficult exercisesince the lower s
50 photogenic tostart with. But
Milleillehas been successfl in
capturing notjust the beauty ofa
thododendron forest,butalso the
shervariety of blossoms all over
Nepal. Despiteits technical deails,
chisis tll book by an amateur for
amatcurs. Rhododendron-watching
wasa hobby for the ourdoors-loving
Melleille but he has taken alot of
wouble o adhere to carcful

curacy throughout

scientif

ac
the book.

Latin names and botanical
nomencltures can becye-glazers
for the lay reader, but Melleville
avoids drab academescand
puncruatesthe text with brilliant
illustrations and informative charts
Hereisa book thac will el you
everything youalways wanted to
know abo thododendrons, and
more. The taxonomical histry of
¢he lower,itsboranical ancestry in
thewet mountainsand cloud
forests of China's Yunnan province
all provide fascinating facts

Besides your Lonely Plance
Guideand Birds of Nepal,hercis

weight means it won't be too much
of aburden i your rucksack. (At
Rs750,italso won't burn a big
holeinyour pocket.) At 136 pages
with sofe cover, itis packed with
information thatis uscful in the
field to refer flowers, treesand
shrubs that you comeacrosson the
wails, The 18 chaprers areshort
and sweet, and they are not top-
heavywith text. Whatis most
chulsthegaph ha providesa

conservatorium, Noardificial lights
have been uscd.

Theseare pictures that take us
o thewild and show us the lowers
in natural light. Milleille s ot
onlya passionate trekker and
mountin cimber, buta conserva-
tionistas wel, His passion to
establishathododendron rescrve in
the Milke Danda of castern Nepal
hasbeen duly taken up by the
TUCN-World Conservation Union,

Nepal.
Millevillecalls Milke Danda
“trulya natural world heritagesite”,
and the high ridge in castern Nepal

isalready in the process of being
prescrved by local communiticsasa

People’s Park”. Melleviles
donatingall procecds from the sale
of the book to Rorary Clubsin
Nepal to be uscd for the welfare of

theblind.

You don'thave o bea trekker
oradventurer to usethis book. Any
car-bound flower lover can also find
itausful guide. Perhaps try
domesticatethe thododendronin
Kathmandu, which is o mean fea.
(Youhave o find ashadyand
relacively dry patch in your garden.)

o, lookoutfor thecovrofa
f arboreum in

pl which
specics can be scen in which locality
andalticude atwhich dme

Millvillehas spent 35 years
photographing these hododendrons
in thewild. None of the pictures
taken between 1962 to 1997 were
snapped ina garden ora

abookshop ncar you with the
Himalayaand alpine vegetation in
the background. 4

(Dr Tivtha Babadur Shresthais
well-known Nepali botanistand
conservationist,)

The Rhododendrons of Nepal

by Rene de Mille
Himal Books, 200:

vile

15 pages [musp eface, etc)

’Proceeds 10 g0 to the Rotary Club for its
Anti-blindness Programme)

Rhododendron setosum, Khumbu

Rhododendron arboreum near Ghandr
tachhapuchhare and Annapumalll

mong the most beautiful Himalayan trees are
the rhododendrons, of which the greatest
concentration occurs in the eastern Himalayas
About 110 species are found wild in India, of
which only four occur in the western Himalayas.
Several thododendron species are widely cultivated
for their briliant and variously coloured flowers and
evergreen foliage. Many hybrids are produced and
have been extensively culivated in Europe and
America. Of these, Rhododendron arboreu Srm. is
perhaps the most widely distributed and is the
national flower of Nepal, locally called ‘Lali qurans. It
is also called ‘ree-rose. It can reach 2-4 m in gith
and 14 min height, and is seen at an alitude of
1,200 t0 2,000 m from Kashmir to Bhutan and Assam
The flowers vary in colour from red to pink, spotted to
white. The under-surface of the leaf also varies in
pigmentation from silvery to brown. It grows in well-
drained soil and is said to be averse to calcereous
ground. The full beauty of the Himalayas cannot be
experienced unti one has seen the rhododendrons,
wreathed in colour, festooning the mountain fanges.
In this region, one cannot fail to notice the
richness of orchids perched o trunks and branches of
tress, beckoning visitors with their enchanting flowers.
Butthe very beauty of their flowers has been their

undoing. Flower lovers and commercial poachers
have robbed this region of most of the showy
orchids, necessitating a ban on the collection of
these plants from the wild. At higher alitudes, we
noticed that the trees become stunted and scarce
near the snow-line, beyond which the mountains are
covered with permanent snow. To reach here, one
passes through the temperate coniferous forests of
pine, deodar, spruce, i, cypress and yew.

Beyond these forests lies a fairyland of alpine
meadows. When the snow begins to meltin May-
June, alpine plants begin to unfurl and are in full
bloom in July and August. These meadows provide
grazing grounds for sheep and cattle during these
months. This is a fascinating region for flower
lovers. We have the Himalayan poppies, anemo-
nes, primroses, paeonies, monkshood and meadow
rue, buttercups and black peas, spurges and
columbine, sahvia and saxifiage, thistle and
heather, thyme and mentha, balsam and gentian,
campanula and chrysanthemum, orchids and liies,
and many other. In fact, there are several farly
extensive areas where, at times, it is almost
impossible to step without crushing some of the
lovely flowers carpeting the ground. The sudden
outburst of bird-song, the herdsman's flute caress-
ingly and hauntingly playing love songs, the
tinkling of cow bells or pealing of temple bells and
their reverberations, the scent-laden invigorating
air, are experiences that linger in the mind longer
that the passing joys of everyday lfe.

Title: 100 Himalayan Flowers

Author: Asvin Mehata
Printed by: Mapin Publishing
Put.Ltd. Ahmedabad

Pages: 144

INTEGRAL

TOTALLY MADE OF HIGH-TECH
RATCHPROOF SAPPHIRE C

FOUR GENUINE DIAMONDS
FETY CLASP MADE

KHICHAPOKHARI, TEL: 222539; BISHAL BAZAR -

Shop no. 29, New R

wirado.com

We are also at
DURBAR MARG
(in front of Wimpy
The most convenie
shoping place

free from parking

Blusbird Depariment Store - Tripuroshwor; Tot+ 220833 Ext. 5418, Durbar Marg-Tal: 242621 problems
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by ROBERT WATSON

Green revolution

tthe recent World Summiicon
A ustainable Devclopmentin
Johannesburg, theinterna-

tional community rencwed it
commitment o reducing hungerand
poverty. Everyoneagreed ona more
responsibleapproach charactersed by
socialequityand conservation ofthe
environmen.

“Thestardng point for most poor
countries must be rural develop-
mentand growth in agriculrural
production. Agriculture s central
o rurallife, and to sustainable
developmentand responsible:
waalth creaon.

‘Theskiscomplex: wemust
fecd arapidly growing population,
protecttheenvizonment,and
promoesocil cquityinafururethat
willltde resemble the present. By
2050, the world's populaton—
currendyatsix billon—will have
‘grown by another threebillon. Our
planet il be warmer, and floods and
droughts willbe more requentand
more evere. Wewill need to produce
morewith s,

Mecting these challengesina
sustainableway will rquire sciendfic
advancesacrossabroad range of
agricultural endeavours, generating
information tha decsion-makers—
including those n the World Bank—

needin order o combat poverty more Theadvances wewill need to
S} | i

The starting point for most poor countries
must be rural development and growth in
agricultural production.

help focus the public and policy
makers on statcgics for the furure,
“The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, perhaps the most
renowned assessment, got most of
the world's scientists and nearly all
of the world's governments o
agreon the natureand scope of
dlimate change.

Whatis necded now is a global
assessment that puts agriculture
firmly back on the publicagenda
and evaluares the economic,
environmental, and social implica-
tions ofall rechnologcl and policy
options—from intensiicaton.
organic production, and biotechnol-
0. to waste minimisation and
more efficient use of natural
resources.

Last month, 100 leaders from
ivil society, governments,che
private sector, and the scientific
community from rich and poor
countriesgrthred i Dubliy
Treland, for the first meecing of a
six-to-nine month global consula-
tive process convened by the World
Bank o bring together stakeholders
oidenfy the kinds of questions
decision-makers need answered.
Mostimportantly,chey debated an
initialset of questions that could
form the underpinnings of an
intenaronal assssmenton the role

formeeting them. Given the ime

ien md technol-

an

flctively. achievein th yearswill "
y likew | public  rescarch into icd applicacions, we o
hrough investmentinagriculural R&D. Yet,  must putagriculturalscienceand  improving rurallivelihoods.
d i the last few decades, agricultural  technology back on the public Ourultimate goal i to reduce

varitiesand management practies,
andimproved plant nutriencand
crop protecton technologie. These

scienceand technology hasall but
dropped from the publicagenda.
‘oday, public investment s

agenda now o that we can begin
the work of generating the type and
qualiyof nformation needed for

povertyand hungerin a vay that
nserves our plansl s
lensu e b A

More money to rural poor

WASHINGTON - The World Bank unveiled a new plan, Reacmng
the Rural Poor, to guide its lending for rural and agricultural
projects in the developing world. The bank promises to increase
oans for agriculture for fiscal years 2003 and 2004 by 20
percent yearly, a net hike of about $400 million. The first portion
will mainly target sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, with
subsequent phases to include East Asia. Projects in rural
credit, irfigation, roads, sanitation and irrigation and to support
farmers' organisations will benefit greatly. The strategy also
recommends decentralising the provision of rural services,
supporting rural organisations and promoting land reform as a
means to increase the assets of the rural poor.

Agricultural and rural growth is seen as essentials for
development because 75 percent of the world's poor live in
rural areas. The bank, whose mandate is to fight poverty and
help sustain development in those countries, believes “poverty
is predominantly, though not exclusively, a rural phenomenon”. It
says that agriculture must grow by at least 3.5 percent annually
to achieve the world's goal of halving poverty and hunger. (ps)

Canada to ratify Kyoto

OTTAWA - Canada will ratify the Kyoto Protocol by mid-
December, despite the powerful regional and financial opposi-
tion lining up against the accord. Prime Minister Jean Chretien,
whose party has majority control of Canada’s parliament, said,
“the time has come" as he made the announcement to the House:
of Commons.

Chretien had pledged Canada would ratify Kyoto before the
end of the year at August's Earth Summit. Under the treaty,
drawn up in 1997, Canada, the world's highest per-capita
energy user, has committed to cut emissions of greenhouse
gases, such as carbon dioxide, to six percent below 1990
levels by 2012.

Under a special compromise on Kyoto limits, the country's
major industrial emitters will be permitted to emit 14 percent
more than in 1990. Federal officials have been unable to clarify
how these gaps will be closed, but they are counting heavily on
Canada receiving credits for its forests and other so-called
‘carbon sinks', a position that is still opposed by the EU.

Industry groups and some provinces, especially oil and gas-
producing Alberta, continue to fight the deal, saying it will hurt
business and cost thousands of jobs. (IPs)

Howard’s “gaffe”

CANBERRA tralian Prime Minister

declinin policy making, This wil nagricul
ised incomes. During the Green quire the joint efforesof turethatis transparent, inclusive,and
Revolution, wheat yields n India bl ltural industry, the devoid of poliical
drupled and rceyieldsin R&Dvil scientific community, and civil uscloser o this goal. # 25
d led. polcy society the world over
benefited, butnotall, and Africawas  they need halleng Global thatbring  (Robert Watson s the World Bank
largely bypassed. aheadand the most promising options  allof thesc entities together can Chief Scientist)
PINION by DEVESH KAPUR

Cortuption and liberalisation

The winds of globalisation were supposed

John Howard's support for launching
pre-emptive military strikes
against terrorists based in
neighbouring counries if they
posed a threat to Australia has
outraged neighbouring Thai-
land, Indonesia, Malaysia and
the Philippines. The Howard
government's defence of his
controversial comments is a
reflection of a high-level
rethinking of Australia's
defence strategy in the wake
of both the 9/11 attacks in the

bombing of Bali nightclubs, where close
t0 190 people were killed, half of them Australian tourists.
began this week on A

measures. The government is pressing the Senate to pass
legislation to give sweeping powers—that have been subject to
widespread condemnation from human rights and legal
groups—to security agencies. Some Australians are displeased
by this move. Senator Bob Brown of the Greens Party urged
Howard to withdraw his statement, calling it “a major gaffe",
and apologise. “It damages our relationship not only with the
countries in our neighbourhood but obviously it creates a lot of
tension,” he said. Officials around the region described
Howard's statement as “arrogant’ and ‘very dangerous”. (Ips)

‘raduates have fim
plans to leave, and more than half the rest are looking for the
first chance to go. Sociologists are calling it ‘the stampede of

. A recent survey from the NGO Centre for Re-
(CPA) at the universities in Belgrade

and in the biggest southern town Nis, revealed that 20 percent
of university graduates already have firm plans to leave.

por
the yand “ limprov Decking to blow away the cobwebs of bribery and United States and the 10 October
| inefficiency.
dodpined e B L R TT TRkl
Theeis meritin :hrmkmgl]\esmofgo\'emmcnmnd maku\mlle\s “Third, lthough curailing te stace’s rleinall dsand i
intusve Y decincdintheuey el canbsymvldcdmoncff'cmulylwmarktrsma\, rcduwcomlyuon,msunmlls»
. dmarkedlyforthe  tictothink hatthe numberof elds
bete n most counties. Why? poviers canbe teduced greatly. Althoughofficil hen h
First, opening u bids up the price ofalent. In India a decadk i
d h bl Id h ly rruption
hervvaenafﬁlvmarlvlrdoﬁ]velrpuvaremmcounrevpalrs Tody eyl Unforturatdy: I desclopmentofien
than 10 percent. Of course, worka b thifre imehorons Thbedock
ugherpmal: rvwages reflect h Buul\c il and poliic i des ifnot
s sector wages | for the lop. I b
s South Afa s discoverng exceptionsprovea rule, notnegate .
d, exp doubr Institution d labx idenced in the
o cnacelibera eforms.But th Ieinflcted dbyAfi Nigerato Botswana. Globalisaton Serb stampede
prophecies Treatingthe taeasahouse ofll epute makes el for Jeatesh dsoci changein deel whid .
it honest, capable individuals, Th yofanyorginiss-  meansthat d& before they fully ke root BELGRADE - A ith of Serb uriver
4 d ! i | The d di fins it n) uildingand the issue of human
ital Iso linked. The reality institution it
dividuals linth ly 3 difficult
f the talented search of
lented I globally.
bloveoesof iyt brtendby uman
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developmentor olerate higher levs of inequaliy.
g

hrough doutsourcing. This may be possibl

3 d, tosome

ry. But within limit
1 i

aryof shortcutsin

irinstitutions. The path d

and bumpier
populartwenty g
path longer. # (P Smdicac)

(Devesh Kapuris Professorof Government at Harvard.)

Another 55 percent are waiting for the first chance to pack
up and go abroad.

The last census in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
conducted in April showed that some 390,000 people aged
between 18 and 40 left the country in the nineties. Of these
about 30,000 had university degrees. Most of some 2,000
graduate students surveyed by the CPA cited the poor eco-
nomic situation as the reason for wanting to leave. Reforms in
Serbia have had little effect on the living standards of ordinary
people over the past two years. The country has survived on
$1.5 billion in aid and transformation into a market economy has
been painful. ops)
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by KHIDHIR HAMZA

Inspectmg Iraq i

It will be vintage Saddam: diversion with no real revelations.

he UN weapons inspectors

ka T
ying o determin how

manyweapons of mass destruction

have been developed in the st four
years. fthe track record of

And itstll ook four years for Irag

Kamel brought one of o
the existence of Iraq's huge nuclear

inspection team leaders indicate
that they do not plan o do this,
wing n il npetion o

Security measures

J divided about n
campaign against terrorism after the Bali blasts, saymg itaddresses
the need to bring the perpetrators to justice—but has also unwittingly
brought the country’s security apparatus back into the political arena.
Over the past weeks, Jakarta has made arrests and pinpointed the
key figures behind the Bali bombings that killed nearly 200 people and
injured more than 300 others, mostly foreigners.

Criticised by western governments for a half-hearted response to
the acuvws(s of suspected terrorists, President Megawati Sukarnoputri

now, Their
already compromised their
position. The UN team is smaller
and lessexperienced than s
predecessors,and faces Iagi
counterpartssteeped in the art of
deception.

Tfear thatthe inspections efforc
isnotintended to uncover the full
extentof raq'sillegal weapons
program, The Europeansare:
treating Iraq as a prize to be denied
the US, notasa strategic danger.
What drves the nspectionsisfear
ofan Amerianinvasion. The

modated

regulation last month that gave intelligence units
and secunly personnel full reign to crack down on any terrorist
network operating in Indonesia. Police investigators can now arrest
and prosecute suspected terrorists based on intelligence data.
Suspects can be detained without charges for up to seven days,
during which lawyers cannot accompany them.

Critics are afraid the people will be subjected to the abuses and
rights violations the miltary and securiy apparatus of during Suharto's
32-year reign. They advocate the enforcement of existing laws to
betier fight terrorism instead of giving more powers to security’
agencies. (Ps)

Urban wastelands

HO CHININE CiTY - Econoic and population growth, bad nfastuc-
ture, low public awareness about envlrunmenw\ pvolecnon and

wpto rhspumnhanhmr;\((ad{ is
forestalled.

On December8, Iraqis obliged
todeclare formally s full weapons
program. We can expectthe
inspectors o be flooded with
information abou everything buc
the actual weapons, Irwill be

Traqistory that their huge uranium  vintage Saddam: diversion with no

toadmittoabiological weapons  enrichment program was only real revelations. The real st will
program. Only the 1995 defetion — meantto produce fuelforfuture  be forthe Americans. Fiher they
of Saddamsson-in-law, Husséin nuclear power saions. gectheinformarion they ncd, o

ll be over. Saddam will

gadgetry can matchinsideinforma-  be the winner, eady to play

Iraqwill not come clean, and the
inspectors will have to work their
way through a maze of deception
and distortion.

In 1991, a team from the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) visited Tarmiya to

check ou the site was

tion. For inspections towork,the another day. # (i S

Hans Blix, the director of the UN will need defectors. The UN

newinspectionseffot, has been Security Council Resolution 1441 (Kbidbir Hamzaisa former
foled i before b che g In - mpovershenspectors olko - Adviortotbe ragi At Eery
1990, before Iraq's invasion of Tragi ithout government ector
Kuwait, he declared thar therevas —— minders, outside of Iraq if ncces- aflnzq ’s Niclear Weapons
nonudlarweapon's programin  sary,and accompanied by their Program. Heis the co-author of
Traq. In 1994, Blixacceptedthe ~ families. Incredibly, the UN “Saddam’s Bombmaker”)

partof rag’
program. Dr. Abdu-Qadr Ahmed,
the Irai offcal in charge that ay,
said the huge magners artached to
giantspools of copper wire were
maintenance equipmentfor raq's
povirstations.

Atthe same time defectorwas
tellingadifferent tory to US
incelligence. Theirsource: Dr.
Tbrahim Bawi who had driven his
family norch our of Iraq o the
American Air Force baseat Incrlik
insouthern Turkey.

The inspectors recurned to
Tarmiyawith surc knowledge the
huge magnetswere used to produce
weapons grade nuclear materils.

United Nations Development Programme
South and West Asia Sub Regional Resource Facility (Kathmandu SURF)

Vacancy Announcement

The Kathmandu SURF is the UNDP's Sub Regional Resource Facility for South and West Asia. We
provide UNDP Country Offices in the sub region (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka) with timely, high quality substantive support for the effective
design and implementation of country programmes and projects. Our mission is to strengthen
capacities of our Country Offices and enhance UNDP's position as the United Nations global

especially bad d problems
in Vietnam's industrial cities. Rapid umamsalmn has led to many
factories now being established inside urban zones. In 1998 the
government ordered polluting state-owned enterprises in Ho Chi Minh
City and Hanoi to move to non-residential areas, industrial parks or
outlying districts. With more than 600 large factories and 22,500
medium and small-scale factories, Ho Chi Minh City is at the forefront
of Vietnam's move toward industrialisation.

In recent years, polution levels have been rising due to the
increasing number of cars on the roads and industries in and around
the city. Around 10,000 residents from Binh Thanh district, one of the
most heavily industrialised vesldenna\ areas, have been demonstrating
this month to urge local polluting
their community.
‘waste, eight million tonnes of urban waste, nearly 200,000 tonnes of
hospital waste and over 1.2 billion cubic metres of waste water. (ps)

ISLAMABAD - In the first ever case of the sort in Pakistan's legal
history, food rights groups have sought a court order to stay the
import and sale of genetically engineered (GE) food in the country—
soybeans from the United States. Pakistan is importing the soybean as
part of a $467 million refund that Islamabad paid in advance to the US.
in the late 80s for the purchase of 28 F-16 fighter aircraft. The
Is\amahad -based Network for Consumer Protection and the Sungi
have

haza!duus affects on human health and the environment.

Most soybean in the country is consumed in the form of poultry
feed, indirectly making the product part of people’s diet. Currently,
there is no law in the country that bans the import of GE products,
though the country's 1961 Food Act requires exporters to label their
products with a st of the ingredients. However, legal experts maintain
that the requirement cannot be stretched to include the labelling of GE
foods, as genetic modification of a product ingredient does not
necessarily create a new ingredient requiring labelling. (Ps)

development network and a trusted and leading partner of countries in
development challenges. In keeping with UNDP's corporate vision of a knowledge-based advisory
service organization, our objectives are: (a) to meet the policy advisory needs of Country Offices and
(b) to enable Country Offices to more effectively develop and access knowledge and expertise

We invite qualified and interested persons to send their CVs and applications for the following

This time, Dr. Ahmed realised the positions:
game was up. Nothing personal, he
told them, he was under orders. 1. Administrative Assistant
The much-touted accomplish- 2. Young Professional Programme (YPP)

ments of both the AEA and UN
inspectorscame only after major

1 Assistant: The

Assistant will work under the direct supervision

defections from within the lragi
weapons program andalotof
follow-up by theinspection teams

of the Programme/Administrative Associate and perform routine administrative tasks as required
(word processing, using spreadsheets and PowerPoint, maintaining office recordsfiles, routine
travel The applicant should have, at a minimum, completed

EASY
TIMES

It's never been easier
to subscribe to
Nepali Times.

Just dial this number
and leave
your address.

54333

high school (10+2), be fluent in spoken and written English and Nepali, and at least 3 years of
experience in a similar position. The successful candidate will be offered a service contract for
one year initialy.

2. Young g (YPP): We offer an opportunity to exceptionally qualified young
professionals, age - below 30 years, to work at the Kathmandu SURF for a period of 11 months.
“This will be an opportunity for young professionals from the sub region to work closely with the
SURF's Policy Advisors and gain experience in developmental research and advisory services
in key UNDP practice areas as well as be exposed to UNDP's operations and policies. The
applicants must have a Masters degree in an area relevant to UNDP/SURF's thematic focus
(governance, poverty, trade, environment and gender) and a maximum of 2 years of professional
experience.

Interested candidates should submit their applications along with up-to-date CVs,
by 31 December 2002, to:

Chief, South and West Asia Sub Regional Resource Facility
U.N. House, P.O. Box 107, Kathmandu
Fax No. 977-1-548597
We especially encourage qualified women to apply for these positions.
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Violence begets violence

Within days after resigning from the CPN (UML), Kamal Chaulagain
was appointed Minister for Labour and Transport Management as well
as Minister for Population and Environment.

Excerpts from an interview in Jana Astha,

4 December arEen

What is the status of the talks proposed
between the government and the Mao-
ists?
The ball now lies in the Maoists' court
There are two main reasons why
the Maoists should not continue
their mission to capture state
authority through an armed
struggle. Firstly, after 11 Septem-
ber any violent means aimed at
capturing power is being defined
as an act of terrorism. The United
States is leading what h:
become a unipolar world in its
fight against terrorism. Secondly,
the Maoist leaders themselves
have written about the threat of

Caution

Excerpts of Senior Advocate Ganesh

R..{/ ‘Sharma’s interview on Nepal
Cevison.

(md(hapam, 3 December

“Thosewho resorted to peting
stonesin 1990 now face bomb
explosions, In the futureanother
force could emerge in Nepal against
the Maoists. Only a strong system
can protect democracy or the
Maoists.

Peoplewho bencfited from the
instability in Nepal want o prolong
¢hissituacion, They think everyone
willfinally have toscek cheir
patronage, I this light,the present
insabiliy doesn’t favourany
domestic force. At present,a
Nepalisface changing tides. In these
trying hours weshould bevery
cautious, and exercise restraint. We
haveallowed others o fish
in the troubled waters' of our
ownmaking,

Monarchy in Nepalisasymbol
ofmatonal unity. Talkofa

bly has n

or
of Nepal. The Maoist leadership
must understand that violence
begets counter-violence, which drags the country towards instability. This instability re-
duces the bargaining power of both the state and the Maoists. If it persists, foreign powers
might intervene.

Has the government formally invited the Maoists for talks?

There is reason why we said the government has kept doors open for dialogue. Members
of the erstwhile Deuba cabinet used to say that anybody could bring in the head of Maoist
leaders and take away a bagful of money. But no member of this new government has
defined the Maoists as terrorists. The prime minister is in touch with human rights activists
and the government is taking initiatives towards holding talks. It will not be appropriate to
discuss other issues beforehand.

How would you assess the failed peace talks last year?

Due to in-fighting, rival leaders within the ruling Nepali Congress (NC) tried to use the
plank of talks with Maoists as a ladder to power. The Maoists also acted irrationally by
walking out of negotiations. Instead of presenting their position to the government and
going to the public, they attacked an army barrack in Dang. | feel that if the Maoists had not
walked away, the in-fighting within the NC would have further escalated and the government
would have been forced to accept their demands.

Do you hope the Maoists will sit for negotiations with this government?

The Maoists should not be influenced by what the parliamentary parties are saying. The
latter do not want talks to take place between the government and Maoists because of
their vested interests. There is no denying this government enjoys executive powers.

How can you resolve the problem without accepting that the government always represents
the state?

toalmost four million people,
sayingitwas unfortunate the
country would exchange ctizen-
ships forvores.

King's restramt

Deshantar, | Dmmbcr

Interview with Dr. GigmklrmRes
Readerat Nepal Law Campus.

Where does sovereignty lie
in the context of the present

circumstances ’nmfnsmof

monarchy in Nepal i quite ongand

hasalways provided fora ‘sentimen-

tal unity'among he people: No

otherinstitution could unifya

country asdiverseas Nepal, and our
b el o

Sovercignty always lis with the
people,whether itis mentioned
explicity in the document or not.
“The previous constitution did not
say tha sovercigaty lay with the
pcop e, but people uscd xluu tights

‘monarchy.

Importing Maoists

Kantipur, 1 December

Members of the All India Nepali
Unity Society (AINUS), a Maoist
front organisation, were secn
heading towards northern Rolpa,
past Bhavang aortnight ago. More
than 200 ful-time Maost cadres

the Maoist sronghld Rolpa by
crossng the porous ntermationl

borderat Rupaidiha, traveling
through Nepalganjand nto the
forestarcasof Dang, The news
report quoted a local Maoistleader
whosid the underground party had

T talked about contracting the management of RNAC. I didn't offe it forsale.

—Kuber Sharma, Minise for Culur, Tourism and Civil Aviationin Himalya imeson 4
December. Heha Nepaliind llingrolec
anyonewith Rs 1.5 billon take over the aling flag carier

Lock—“Talks"
“Oh, you're here already? I don’t have the key right now! Waita minute, it may be up there. Il
juscaskand bringit...

[EMSNNYSE Jana Prahar, 3 December

l’copk s Movemen. T hc pmscm

icaway in that time cven if they
come o pover,

Where will the present
conflict between the
monarch and the parties
lead?

The present conflict s not
created by the monarch, but
rather by the parties. The law of
the land allows a maximum
sentence of 10years in prison for
alking against the monarchy. I
believe the king s practicing
tremendous restraint. Even as
the political parties push himto
the edge,theyarecreatingan
environment foran active
monarchy.

So, is the ongoing conflict
between the monarch and
the Maoists?
Itisapparendya conflict
between the monarch and the
Maoists. But, instead of
attempting a peaceful resolution,
the political partiesare fuclling
the conflict. Ifthey continue to
challenge the king he will be
forced to turn into a tyrant,

Samacharpatra, 3 December

Acleastfour sate parties
international agencics have

constitution
would practice theirsovercignty
oncein five yearsfor five minutes,
e e et

offee peace
talks between the government
and the Maoist rebels. However,

practiced their rights every
three years.

But hasn't the king claimed
his 4 October move was
based on the royal preroga-
tive assigned by the
constitution?

Late King Birendra adopted this

able o accep the interational
goodwilland cagernessofthe
Tocal rights ativst o thisend.
High levl soutces say that
Norway, Switzerland, Nether-
lands, Denmakand United
Nations throughits offce of
eidencpresenatishave
deady dthe govern-

constitution using his royal

prerogaive,but the document says

soveregatyieswith th people. I
thelny

mentwich an offer o actas
intermediarie. A few foreign
govemmentsaresid o have

and the people. In other words, the
ingisalsoa protector of the

d the Nepali
governmens, whileothershave
requested ol sightsactvists o

sentitsactvists ostudy he needstoact  playg 5 They have
oﬁhe area and when th leare b treated also extended the
dergo higher- unfairly. Th ion begin: f destroyed

their “universit”. The Maoiss have
scrupa high-level training school at
an unspecifid locarion within the
distict to train their cadres in
miliary science. The Maoist cadres,
cayinggreen bagsand speaking
with an Indian accent, areaid to
have et Indiaafie theirorganisa-
tion was banned for activly
supporting Nepali Maoist.

‘Interference’
Himalaya Times, 28 November

Former Chief Justice Biaames
Upadhyay sid the latest royal move
wasa cumuladive effect of the lack
of resistance from policical parties
since 1990 to the kings repeated
‘interference’. Upadhyay, whowas
the chairman of the present
consitution'sdrafing committe,
claimed the king violated thespiic

and ends with the king, The
policical parcies came i withaa ot
of promises ut none gave us

S

Deubawas given sis-month’s ime
toholdan ecion nstesd, be

infrastructure ifthe present
conflctendsthrougha peacefl
dialogue.

Padma Ratna Tuladhar, an
actvistand a mediatora last
yearsfaled bk been he

asked forel
foravholeyer,whichwastorlly  confimed he up(cscnmmmf
against th Thatos nationshave
akind of tyranny on his part. promiscd financialand humani-

“Theoretically and practically,
soveeigay leswih he propl,

tarian support for reconstruction
at (hc endofthe conflict

din

donor
X

policics. They
representatives o practice
sovercignty on their behalf,
entrusting them with everyone’s
welfare, be it in a multiparty
democracy or singleparty
Panchayat system.

Nepal's monarchy is unique
in the sense that there are people
invillages who worship the king
like a god. Afew towns and
Kathroandual

and lererof he: from
thevery beginning Ina discussion
program recently, Upadhyay said
the king had cxerciscd cxtra
constitutional practices o appoint
ambassadorsand Upper House
members without recommendtions
from the cabincr. Healso criicised
Depury Prime Minister Badri
Praad Mandal samnouncement

b

peaceful
resolution of the conflictin
orderto continueand complete
the ongoing development
activitiesthey finance.

Thereare those whoare
adamant that foreignersshould
notbenvolved at thisjuncture
when local efforts are being
made. Tuladhar said Nepal
preseny lacks an independent
el parythatis st by
both sid ifth

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

SING US A SAD SONG,
Fatteman Dai

aside, South Asia has probably cornered the market in sad
songs. The quality of compassion so pervaes the literature of
this region, the lyrics that find their way into the most loved songs
tend to be filled with pathos and heart. Witness the popularity of
Narayan Gopal in Nepal, whose death in 1991 compelled thousands of
‘mourners to join his funeral march, including those who in Panchayat
times decried him as bourgeais for not singing of revolt and revolution.
There is a time for action, and a time for sitting back and feeling.
Both ways of being maybe support each other. Event nepalaya and
Music Nepal's new recordings of the songs of Fatteman—who at 67,
after a gap of 20 years, has recently staged heart-stopping perform-
ances in a lovely butter-and-honey voice—allow us to feel sad in the
most enlivening way possible.
The first of his songs translated below is a classic by the eminent
songwriter Nati Kaji, who reminds us that there is nothing as per-
sonal, or as universal, as the loss of love.

IT WILL NOT BE AS HARD TO DIE

Nati Kaji

s ongs that jiited cowboys listen to while crying into their beer

It will not be as hard to die—
1 just cannot killmy love for you

The greenery of springtime withers with the flowers

The white clouds of the blue ground fly away with the wind
But your warm love remains warm, still—

I just cannot kill my love for you

Itwill not be as hard to die—
| just cannot kill my love for you

A very long road we have walked side by side

Both of us have reached places far, far away

But my heart doesn't want to say that it ends here—
1 just cannot kill my love for you

Itwill not be as hard to die—
| just cannot kill my love for you

Amber Gurung, a legend of Nepali music, i the author of the next
song, whichis philosophical and infimae at the same time.

LIFE OF GALES

Amber Gurung

If life is a song of gales we must sing it in any way
If we can't meet joyously then we must meet in sorrow

The wounds may be different, our pain is the same
The faults may be different, our separation is the same
So when defoliation takes place in you my leaves fall—
my leaves fall

Your country may be different, our earth is the same
Your face may be different, our tears are the same

So when earthquakes move in you, my houses collapse
my houses collapse

Iffe is a song of gales we must sing itin any way
If we can't meet joyously then we must meet in Sorrow

The nex( song, also by Amber Gurung, is the c\ass\c song o(
th " misfortune. It {
and msecunues o! life, the inability to know how to live in a way that

makes

| HAVEN'T KNOWN HOW TO BLOOM

Amber Gurung

I haven't known how to bloom, | haven't known how to sway
Laughter came but somehow | haven't been able to laugh
Tears came always but | haven't learned to cry

I have one essence: the heaviness of the heart

I have another essence: the heaviness of life

At the crossroads | wasn't able to choose one path

But being obliged to walk on | couldn't stay where | was

In the darkness | couldn't distinguish the moon and stars.
1 couldn't seek and string together love:

I couldn't transform and change my complaint

| couldn't bear the distress of seeing a flower fall

I haven't known how to bloom, | haven't known how to sway
Laughter came somehow but | haven't been able to laugh
Tears came always but | haven't leamed to cry

Fatteman'’s classic song of the unrequited lover, written by Nati Kaji,
below, is enriched by its tone of open-hearted acceptance.

THINGS LIKE THIS SEEM TO HAPPEN
Nati Kaji

From time to time in life things like this seem to happen
| made a mistake in loving someone. Things like this seem to happen

There must be thousands who would give you love like mine
For you there must be thousands of hearts that cry like mine
A person | had thought my own has become a stranger now

COMN

Patriarchy,
female fréedom

Shrisha

MENT by PRAMOD K MISHRA

dal caused by Shrisha Karki' Ibut pecered out
in the face of igger issuesin Nepal, th ly death of
aspiingoung woman must ot goin ain. Hersuicideought o provide
asiefor o t0 ponder theagency of Nep
modcnuty
ftoah I ot Neodlur yowhere

and cultures. Seen this way, Shrisha Karki's death provides a window to the
h i urban inhab whose

deolosical both feudal and modern, have seld

from aadiionof igorouscicl ncrpreion

that go beyond hersuicide. Tespeaks of the professional 11|mracyufmnn) Nepali
jouliss, e ko pemadceducionsndwiingn el s and
ethicsof

he pary line ef, wi «.../am/m

y par
editor has been made out to be in the media,

If a Nepali man can brag
about his prostitution,
why can’t a Nepali
woman fight for her
right to be nude by
choice, and against
forced nakedness?

Or forced anything.

Not the least, 0 d b
h dupand fight
aulture but lackof

b hile el ditional notions ofharme, honos, body, and
s lacein fumily and sociey. Aboveall i land
inhuman side of Nepali mainstream culture,which ssill run by high caste

Hindu patriarchalideologie.
 Whenllookarthe /a/wl/wplcmrc. Taan'chlpbutask myslf What depeh
o permit e e

Imade a mistake in g to happen

Let your love, stepping over my love, always grow and bloom
Let your desire, kiling my desire, always be fulfiled
My sad eyes too used to see dreams once, long ago
I made a mistake in loving someone. Things like this seem to
happen

From time to time in lfe things lie this seem to happen
| made a mistake in loving someone. Things like this seem
to happen

Indeed, things like wrong choices in love do seem to
happen—at the best of times, as at the worst.

Fatteman’s ive songs can be heard on event nepalaya and
Music Nepal's newly released CD and cassette, “Gaayak
Fatteman Saanjh: Live Au."

'rhcoolmuﬁw‘ ilmdom” go with Shrisha's In
baveb e csealioquber hopeven
aapitalac
thehandso e pcwmﬁd Forculural s, the nude photoought mbe
ki text
ppression under His hyacd d di d mod
nyonecan exd themarkofd, I ‘r; o the mascs
laced teror-sricke ed but disheveled har,the mouth halfagape in
scream, the folded kr i hid
shame. Any 2 deatall buta
o \ durese This isa dass
Hind . oSt bnchof
Nepal's ogues with malcor female genitalia
Docsthe Jis i deof
Nepal'smale-d d media? Theirnabiliy yond
cultural exs,dheir ybucprivate
1d 2 What qualifies them to call themsehves
journliss The mereabily o un ablidsand writ e Andhenone
clefein N
s of the powerfulinthe past, one'sblood unseold. Can
1 fe i I
decency? Whether what Kishor Shrestha did
forthelegal decide, but otjustofth
Nepalijournalsm butlsod 1d Oneaan
. I A blind it -
ol o fetand suicdal emorin.
noted lefistjournalst?
In the sudden razzle-dazzle of global disuised s middl
d shrish: he h d the
o e or i il shedesrcs i s
mmluuohungjmr ficdand crifying piturcought o d

Nig rful.
If?hmha Karkiis to blame for :nymmg, itis for her: mmdc ih: enduncd

all the values of p chy
witha woman’ sbodw and sexuality. If she had been coerced into. nudnw she
the

e go forareferendum at chis
point,an overwhelming majority
would vote fora yrant monaschy.

Does that mean demands for
a republican state do not
bold ground?

Evenifthe dnmmd forarepubli-
Jfilled, it

hacth
ingawarding ciizenship crtficates

wuuld not last ﬁ)r ‘more than six

months, The people would throne

of non-Nepalis an bring peace
then we should accept outside
offers to provide us with a
mediator. The four countries
that have volunteered incerme-
diary roles have mainained
neutral positions with respect
o the present Maoist conflict
and are not likely to provide
military aid in the fucure.

We take pride in
Jo
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s well done,

54 japray@mos.comnp  Phone: (01) 521393,543017,547018  Fax: 977-1-536390

oughttohave aised hel i the media o with the law, Butst e

tradition ufhunuurand shame.

e dmmam of changein the starus DfN: iwomen. IfNepa]mnmm

P
ng]ns tobewhotheyarcand who they wantto be Ifa \lepalw mncan brsg
why can'
honeslyand movconwithhe e and. e ﬁyu forhern

(Pramod K Mishrateaches English at Augustana College, Illinois,in the
United States,)
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Summit Card. 526271
* Wood fired pizza, cocktails and coffee at the Roadhouse Café, Thamel. 260187
Special Thai cuisine at Ban Thai Restaurant, Darbar Marg. 243271

GETAWAYS

% The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast and
dinner, 25 percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

< Christmas and New Year Packages at Dwarika's Hotel includes dinner and breakfast.
479488

< Adventure Camp & Country Kitchen for day trips, picnics or overnighters. 981026637,
418922

< Birdwatching, short hikes, writing Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925
per child 5-14 years, Shivapuri Heights Cottage. info@escape2nepal.com

< Writing Retreat Full board package Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing and
nature at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

< Bardia Bonkers Freshwater dolphins, giant tigers, elephants, safaris, rafting, evening
cocktails, traditional food. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com.

lFm inclusion in the listing send information to ediors@nepaliimes. com]

by NGAMINDRA DAH;

Good thing we have the Himalaya to protect us from the
Siberian winds blowing down from the north. But even
despite this wall, temperatures have plummeted,
worsening the inversion and making the fog and haze in
the Indo-Gangetic belt worse. The haze reduced
visibility in the midhills to an altitude of about 3,300 m.
There is an active weather system pushing in from
Afghanistan, and early signs of winter rain and snow in
Kashmir. But this front will have dissipated itself by the
time it reaches us. Conclusion: colder days ahead with
hazy sunshine and morning fog in Kathmandu.

KATHMANDU VALLEY
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E-mail:

P.0. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681, Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227

Radio Sagarmatha

ace ‘alpine style’climber who has
lately taken to promorting the
welfarcof porters.
“Toconsiderthe fuure of
‘mountainceringin Nepal, wemust
cxamine the past,suggesed Scortin
hiskeynoreaddress Hecompared
dimbersofoday tothe huner-
guthererofprimitivesocicty.
“Resourcefl imaginative, explora-
tory,and cooperative,” wmqu.a]mcs
thatthe hunter-guthererand the
dimberboth displayed, besides
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Beyond Micro-Credit: Putting Development Back into Micro-Finance 1 () 29N g ~ (e 1l 1
“Thomas Fischerand MS Sriram | V] e O ~ | vy \ N L0}
Vistaar Publications, 2002 WHEHIEERNVEEESY SREER Yolhjvwa 1 icdvony Giftvorinoa
ReS44 - = -
This book sets out how micro- ﬁmn:ccan bcdesxgncd in practice, w© mnmburcrusocm and o fed . ;
Jatra Ma Music Jam: Acoustic sounds by The Strings, 6 Decermber at Jatra Restaurant & Bar, pmmmms o Hima ayan moun- modified UIAGM' ratingsystemof
010 \ i ol bility and outreach taincering evolve, and how thekind used in Europe. “Their
i othepor canitbe made more relevant inheren:cimbing kills backed by
BOUT TOWN tothe peoplelivingn these: arecognised guide certificate, will
Refl Meta-Reali and Everyday Life mountains? Morespecifically, why give our limbers the confidence
EXHIBITIONS N don’turban Nepalis take to and credibility to be strong
% Trail Bridge Photographic exfibion at Patan Museu tl 14 December by Tril Bridge S Py Dhasr limbingasasport, and whatan leders,” hesid.
. Program of Helvetas. ’ i e “Redds be done to make the locals’ benefic Ang Tehering Sherpa, the
g“ﬁ‘” agd f‘?”‘l_e' Adventures: “Poems in Frames” by Mark Wyatt flom 7 December, Lazimpat | | 1y, baed i critclralism,chis book goes beyondi by showing how the world of dualiy morefiom the cconomic bonanza presenc president of the Nepal
AR AL E——— e s P e G issustained by sl of iy, ove an invellignce. The opisdiscused e the e oftheclimbing industry? Mounaineering Asiciation (which
" by Dhumtang t Indigo Gallery, Ketmands. BAN-GPW, 14 December-L4 anuary. 13680 | | 1P medemsmpscmoderi, e fhesfnd e et e gt
] . BAM-6PM, ~ ‘ ain everyday lfe. igablespecialistswereaddressing organised the symposium), spoke
< Cubism by Surendra, paintings by Shova and ceramic sculptures by Cecile Houdret at Park Phemmemmmr’da) ffe theseand other issuesatasymposium ﬁomrheﬂoomnrrmﬂdeapgmr'hy'
Gallery il 25 December, Park Gallery, Patan. 522307 Understanding Journalism Lynette Shridan Burns Wednesyon Direcionsin point presentation regarding the
Vistaar Publicatione, 2002 Himalayan Climbing’. Theeventwas initiatives being taken regarding
EVENTS _ o4 apreudetotheKathmandu training, rescue, revenue-sharing,
Tt e C?’“":‘g" Fes"""‘éggT 22‘22 IDECE”‘“’ Starting from “What is news?'and moving to consider decisions about publicinterest, accuracy Ineernational Montain Film Festial and the matcer of the much- S g
g;%z’g;us Zwr:“é';’"z"(‘fs’%‘;‘7 P onservation Awareness (ECCA). Email and reliability of sources, and echics, his book providesa model for practice centering on 2002; ichkicked off Thursday. haringa rers and dihatth idonth Decernber, mélvgntd system of the laison
.com.np. , 268 developing skillsin criical Ttexamines isidentified. drisk. Th ol bein I wages they received he st day of the festival. officer’
4 Kathmandu Mountain Film Festival 2002 at the Russian Cultural Cenre 5-8 December, dor ton-It defnedand pillyaudi ! i o ot Fe e Folloving the prescnttion by AVAILABLE
tickets available at Mandala Book Point, Suwal Music ‘n Movies, Himalayan Java, Saraswati : Cultural Centre were Tashi Jangbu oy ot todevclop Dr. Hula G duced rhcexpens, there was a give-and-
s el = y  DrHadaG
S e . oy Mandl sk v, K, 22711, mndlotonsp mxm e el [
L g b ,Dr. 3 | that incer...[
. open till 10 December. Hyatt Regency K’athmandu, 491234 andDougScote Briefpresentations g maerially be chronidler.” H dixmssiqx\xncl\xd:d debateon the o
 Chismas gz Counyrd a Dkl ol low by S Ser 60, 15 0c- | | Y = - S sty et e yppomie B
cemoer. Give yourself the gt of Reflexology | « applying to colleges and grad schools, $°d“”;ﬁ."y ﬁ;“MTLD“a" superfluous thought”. pherbyacademic discipline. Dazzling Chomolongma/Sagarmatha, the
Music email: buddhasfeet or ring 425-931 2 leam how to write the application essays o orof Himal, fRawang g discussed theh heaud hhisvir, Gunung matter o royalty-sharing,
- the first man to climb Everest twice  ipnbingi . f addresed thebet environmental concerns,and,
s ) < honestly impress the admissions commit dimb Evere P
# Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000% ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Visit Ground Zero Fine wines, designer candles, « tees so that your chances of getting andarespected difficulty”. h i again, liaison officers.
 Thamel. 414336 X cards, exclusive Nepali paper products, < admissions and financial aid become lives in Darjecling, opencd and tackled t ayup, then inthe’ p]_\,m andihacthe rmpmf Thesymposium closed ona
# Carlsberg Rock Yatra 1974AD in concert, 4PM onwards on 14 December at Dasfath Sta- silver jewellery, wooden items, perfumes and more. ~ «  higher. | progessvely dificul note of introspection, with cultural
. dium. Tickets at Nanglo Bakery Café and Blue Bird Departmental Stores. 529726 Darbar Marg, opposite Hotel de I'Annapuma + "The art of crafting the application essays" The devel b 1 thedlimb activist Rinchen Yonjan suggesting
Exchl'uniwe ;v‘erlv(m‘g ;NIIg 1|9;4 ADR atkM‘;yklsh (IEHS‘Ide Rc\uzbsgiag% gg 6 December. Win posters, ke Cht - oo breakias d y . :pres(;mandon l:y: Asz‘;mhdw:mt . I dlichter plastic royalty that the national exch from the audience that the private
-shirts and tickets to Carlsberg Rock Yatra. Entry Rs 250. Naked Chef - Room, breakfast, dinner package « Harvard graduate, and friends. Register at e enablod " ollecs ion.Dr. Forme Kitselfwhat it ha
program NRs 1440 or US$19 * GAA(414-785)before space runs out, Place: 0 rawyfomhe ool 54 o, D F “"?“H““““‘.’qum sectorask s fuwhat it had done co
: ous el P 5 promote the “spirit of the
DRINKS Tel: 413628/680006 - GAAHall, Thamel Date: Sunday, Decem- loustied-rope ;  Soperentof Jebuhap 1.1 Cdmmmm Himalaya” &
B * ber8" Time: 11 am-1 pm Fee: Rs 500 per pinestyl ipprop . v ya .
;reea‘%/ Iznﬁ;ggggence Taste 12 Scottish single malts for Rs 999 at the Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak ‘Areyou Serious about studying in the USA? + person (Proceeds wil be donated 0 the .\ppmadmdmxbmg nwm ) h 1 s | ;m, the Nepalhglmes ';SE ;ocw
{ ) ) /ou Serlous aboul sludying n he USA? : withl it e bsed Gh i e Sbaan
& Paddy Foley's Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thurs. | | S0 before you spend thousands of upees GAA and a chay) incsy b commiment gonglor  puti Tl e ladadherum of<entury drough Worldwide vending
day and Sunday nights. 416096 For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36. it marvelled Scort,whofelethar — ofthehigh Himal. the ‘age of exploration’,seige-style, _machines at major
dimbingamountain with lotsof HarshKipadi Bonbeyrbaed  andlpinesole, osololibing TS eﬂzg g:;ee' Scz"a('::
F ) dropeshowed lackofthatmuch-  edicorofthe Hi that e
e o 0 i 24 S ey G e it bk || 2 ||
. g ; Oneoft Jimbi in Kumaon, Garhwal “porters .\ndmon
T T e e b i e Sorisdvanby ol snd K, desbel ol s, wich ot gt psis Hima Soth Asian
w1 5 ! o b bhed he'dli ingin thelnd: luion. However, Tahi Jangby !
in a restaurant designed by Bhaktapur artisans. Lajana Restaurant. Umbmgqu.mlsmadu dimbing el e Himalaya ineeringin Indi F:f: o “Iff“:‘ : , Kanipath, 227711 Himal Khaal‘::vpamkaln
. Lazimpat. 413874 19705, Doug wed dtowards mass dimbing and i Ibetween clubsand lop healthily unless Nepali Sl Musicn oes,Lazimat, 421522 high-quality laser print.
+ Barbeque with live band 6.30 PM-9.30 PM, Wednesdays and Fridays, mountineer. his mark Jar ’ Jiseshe d dinterna- nalajan ava, Tharmel 42 Price: US$ 2.50, all major
Splash Bar and Grill, Radisson Hotel. hedlimb Ad when Everest. He lauded siid. Kapadia’ I certif and 548142 credit cards accepted.
“ Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510 summitted Everest by thesouthewest .,,L,mw(,f“mnmhm,, whih
% Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11AM-2PM. 25 percent off with facein 1975, and wenton to bean hasclosed

Siachen Glaciertodimbers. (HL is
proposinga pece parkin theregion)

the qul Himalaya, he el wasa
majorhurdleinhe frther devlop-
mentofthesport, Hesuggested
trining coursesforlocal cmbers s
wellastheinitiation ofasystem of
insurance. Bozicwill makea presenta-
tion on the holy mountains” ofthe

The
hesney

For more information and other promations visit our website: www:yakandyeti.com.np or call Guest relations 245999

A dasl\ DC l\'ls‘f’o(y

At the Chitmney, experience the tine art of
diring and mch more.

Besides the international cuisine, the fine

wines, the ambience.. It diso a perfect

place to reviit hstory. Tntrodlcing a new

table ke menu for a couple at Rs. 1500/

L




16

6-12

DECEMBER 2002 NEPALI TIMES

Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Democraticus Interruptus

hdelivered by the ex-Mi
for Family Planningand Copulation at the Congress
of Askan Parliamentarianson Pluralism, Democracy
and Sex that was held in Singapore st week.

“Madame Chair, Honorary Desk and Tables, Chicf
Whips, Respective Academics, Darling Donors, Preten-
tious Pundits Full of Pompous Plaitudes,
Hyperventilting Hypocrites, Kneejerk Liberals, Ladies,
Gentlemen, and st but not the least snce we don'twant
tobespecicsists herc) Representaives from the Animal
Kingdom who may be present, | end me your cas. I shall
recurn them o you intactna few hours

Weare gachered here today n the Lion City tolookat
what ole ifany, sex playsin preservation

. 9 yosince L know that

Tam amongpros. You two back thereon row 26, cuticour,
AsIwassaying, it significantthatchis conference s

being held here in Singapore, for it indeed i

NEPALI SOCIETY

Low profile summiteer

or atwo-time Sagarmatha

summiteer, and the third

Nepaliwoman to climb the
world's highest peak, 32-year-
old Pemba Doma Sherpais
surprisingly modest.

Before leaving for Tibet for

her attempt from the
Cl ide, she told her

frecdom. In the destiny of ¢ libido and iberry
arcinernwined. We know from empiricl videncein
Swaziland, forinstance, thatladers who are selfsatisied
and fulfled are the ones that will o about the task of
nation building in a more disciplined and committed
manner. On theother hand, weknow from the campleof
ourown subcontinent thata population that doesn'tfind an
outetfor manhood willight ora separatestatchood.

and growth of democracy around the world. Beit far from
metolecruresuch veteran poliicians as you about the

aystovenc y ¢l
boom and bustcycles. Thatis why icisimperativ for
adolescent democracies ke ours which are cllin bondage,
and with our hormones raging, o e atracted by the
perverse pleasures of the autocratic positon. Muldple-
parner democtacies with coaliton politcsare,by defni-
tion, messy affis. Poltics makes for strange becellows
Since I notice that mostyou e now fstasleep, allow
metogooffona angent. Thisis ncither the time nor place
el ed modermism, but

b
Pl doitanyway. The question we have to ask ourselves
st s post-modernism dead? The answer must licin
unravelling competing paradigms in the present
politcaldiscourse and inercourseso that we can be
clear n our examination of the ctymological roots of
socially constructed gender roles

Bur,as Anthony Giddens points outin ‘The Third
Way',there may bealighat the end ofth runnel that il
take s out ofthispresent period of democraticusnerrup-
s, Lees say, for the sake ofargument tharinthe post 9/
11 unipolar world the sole super power is assuming a
missionary position. What, then, isthe fae of smaller
nations and regional superpowers who can'tafford to
fool around any longer?

“Thank you foryour undivided actention,you
may nowwakeup and collctyourcarlobesas youlcave
thehall” ¢

family she was off on short trek
with friends. But there is a hint
of pride as she recalls the
‘moment on 19 May 2000 that she
stood on the world's highest
peak. ‘It was exhilerating and at
the same time | was nervous
about the descent,” she recalls.
And it was a harrowing one:
she slipped and nearly slid down
the near-vertical 3,000 m
Kangshung face. Only after
making it safely back to base
camp did she call home to share
the good news.

Pemba was on the same
fight back to Kathmandu as

Lakpa Sherpa, another summiteer
who made it o the top only a few
hours ahead of her from the Nepal
side. While Lakpa was received
with great fanfare, Pemba herself
left the airport unnoticed to meet
her family outside.

Her second successful
ascent of Everest from the Nepali
south face in May this year
received scant coverage in the
local media. It could be that the
public is getting blasé about Nepali
women climbing Sagarmatha. And
that suits Pemba just fine. This
mountaineer prefers to keep a low
profile. She works from the quiet
of her home although as an
Everest summiteer, Pemba travels
abroad frequently to present

papers, and lecture and train
other mountain enthusiasts. All the
proceeds are channelled into a
trust fund she established for
underprivileged children.

Her grandmother, who raised
her after her mother died, taught
her to love the mountains and
respect Sherpa traditions. As a
child she walked 5 kms everyday
toand from school in her native
Namche Bazaar. It was only later
in Paris, where Pemba was a
computer science student, that
she took up serious rock climbing.
She doesn't believe in the Sherpa
fituals and predictions that many
others rely on before their
expeditions.

Her only concession, in
honour of her grandmother,
before her climb was a prayer:
“Mother Chomolungma, | am now
setting foot on your snow. Please
bless me with courage and
success. | climb notout of
disrespect, but because my soul
rests in you.” ¢
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