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Rocca yatra

High-profile western

diplomacy in Nepal

continues with the arrival

late Thursday in

Kathmandu of US

Assistant Secretary of

State for South Asia, Christina

Rocca. She will be here till Sunday,

meet senior Nepali offcials and

consult US embassy staffers.
Roccais the seniormost US

official to visit Nepal after Colin

Powell made a brief stopover in

January. Last week, the British

foreign secretary, Sir Michael Jay

was in Nepal. The flurry of vsits

signify western worries about the

current conflict in Nepal and its

ramifications for regional security,

officials told us. Rocca is also

expected to discuss a proposed $20

milion military aid package for the

Pokhara jamboree

After its leader was nominated prime
minister by the king, the centre-right
Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) is
going through a power struggle
which will climax in Pokhara on
Saturday with the election of a new
party boss, Prime Minister Lokendra
Bahadur Chand and veteran RPP
leader Surya Bahadur Thapa are
battling it out for influence. Of the
three contenders, Prakash Chandra
Lohani and Rabindra Nath Sharma
are considered Thapa loyalists,
whereas Pashupati Shumsher Rana
is close to Chand. Whoever wins,
the RPP will keep its royalist tilt. “‘We
can never criticise the monarch the
way the Nepali Congress and CPN-
UML are doing right now,” Lohani told
us. Thapa is a critic of the king’s
October Fourth move, while Chand
has been trying to get his party's
endorsement for his government.

Q.Isthe constituent assembly demand a viabl option
forpeace?

Toalvotes: 1135

Weeklylnemet ol #64.To vote o o:winrepaiines com
Q.Whoisto blame for the SAARC Summit being.
postponed?

KRISHNA KHANAL

hey comeacross the border by the o the Indian sde of he border
T thousandsevery day. Young,old,  from Nepalganj.

menand women flecing the “They emergefrom under Nepals
fightingin Nepalfor safetyand jobsin  welcomearchat the border, and head
India. Itis happening n most towns wraight for the bus park or the ralwa

along Nepal's 1,800 km frontier with

A classless socet

alf a million children from more than 4,000 schools in the capital are bearing
the brunt of adult poliics. And it is not just ordinary politcs. It is the demon-
stration of raw and violent power: close down, or else we bomb your school.

It has become fairly clear by now that the indefinite valley-wide school strike that
began on Monday is not so much about reforming education as furthering the
Maoist revolution by bringing the disruptions and hardships to the capital. And
the method used s terrorising children and parents, so that the schools are
forced to close,

o be sure, the education sector seriously needs reforms. Schools in Nepal
reflect gross inequities in society: high levels of literacy, disparities between
expensive private insitutions and deprived government schools. So, education
threatens to perpetuate the rich-poor gap.

‘The Maoists are exploiting this disparity with their 13-point demand which
includes nationalisation of private schools, free education, admission for underprivi-
leged, scrapping Sanskit and the national anthem.

The government tried to defuse the strike ultimatum by meeting some of
these demands with its own education reform package of 6 December, which the
pro-Maoist All Nepal Free Student Union (Revolutionary) rejected. There is now
a new non-education demand: it the “terrorist” tag. The government says give
up violence first,

“There is a possiiliy that the Maosts are using school closures as a tactic to
ensure young people entering their struggle,” suggests rights activist Krishna Pahadi,

India, but the exodus is most visible here

sation in Rupediya (sce picture, above).

and the fact that they are not seasonal
s—many are not going o

return until Nepal returns to normal.

Itis obvious that added up, there

isa massive humanitarian crisis

brewing here.

“Theourflow of villagers from
insurgency-hi mid-western districts has
now reached a peak. Officials at the
border police postat Nepalganj told us
they counted more than 8,000 people
passed through during the week 4-11
December, the highest weekly figure
that they have ever recorded.

Those leaving Nepal range from
three-month old children in the lap of
mothers to 60-year-old villagers. Clad
intorn jackes, dirty caps,sippersand
jute sacks full of belongings, they have
been travellingon foorand bus for days
to reach this border. But here, their
ordeal hasjust begun as they face an
uncertin future in a foreign land.

“Weleft because it was getting
‘moreand more dangerous. The soldicrs
come and want to know about Maoists,
and the Maoists come and punish us
for talking to soldiers,” says Tanka
Shahi, 24, who hasleft his home village
of Jamlain Jajarkotand i headed to
India. He doesn’t know where he is
going orwhat type of work hewill get.
Allhe knows is that he wants to be

i

From here they will rave o cites across
India o friendsand relatv

“Thisis not new, Nepali il umers
have been migratng for decadesafier
theirk find seasonal workin
India. Butwhatis differen chs yearis
thesheervolume of displacd people,

A recent Nepal country profile by the International Coalition to Stop the Use of Child
Soldiers showed that a third of Maoist miltants are underage chidren, many of them
school drop-outs. The Maost leadership, from the very beginning of the “people’s war',
had identified students s the ‘reserve force” n a future ‘mass uprising'.

‘The main worry for children, parents and teachers is what will happen to this year's
SLC exams, due next month. At a time when tenth-graders should be preparing for their
tests, schools are closed. “This year, the SLC resuts will be even bleaker,” cautions
educationist Hridaya Ratna Bajracharya. Every year, at least six in every ten youn
Nepalis fail their high school exams, and only 17 percent of the students from govern-
ment schools pass their SLC. Some rural government schools have a zero pass rate.

“The private school association, PABSON says the idea should be to improve govern-
ment schools, not punish the ones that have good results. But as the strke enters s
second week, chidren are staying home or playing in the streets. Given the rigid positions
on both sides, this “class war" is likely to drag on.

continued Sypd-5

AMYHOVHCYE 1K



2 EDITORIAL

13- 19 DECEMBER 2002 NEPALI TIMES

NATION

13- 19 DECEMBER 2002 NEPALI TIMES 3

Tty et

o, mmvepanes con

'S Sarsrghmanadacon

pritsireon m.mﬁmm facom
s Sui

THOLST, Fa DLSEI0LS
P Sgadinba Pres, s L SITOIT

THE HIGH ROAD

he country is in a serious jam. Till a year ago, the only challenge was how to
overcome the Maobadi. Now, layered on top is the unnecessary confusion of the
direction of our democratic polty.

This helps no one else but the Maoists. After all, the insurgency has thrived
for the past six years mainly because of a chronic bickering between and within parties.
That weakened the political parties, just as the foyal massacre weakened the monarchy.

S0, at a ime when both should be leaning on each other for support we have the
two on the verge of falling out. Only if the forces on the side of parliamentary democ-
racy stand up together can the current miltary stalemate between the Royal Nepalese
Army and the ‘people’s army” give way to negofiations.

The question is, who willtake the initiative? We respectiully suggest that the
initiative should come from His Maesty. It is indeed true that the poliical parties are
responsible in large measure for this mess, they are in disarray and lack credibility. The
Maoists have killed and cowed down their cadre. But, only the political parties still have
the nationwide reach and command to deliver peace and development.

But the UML and the two Nepali Congresses are rallied against the royal palace.
They can make endless mischief for the royal government. After all the interim
cabinet is a mixed bag of ex-politicians, technocrats, and elements who are constantly
speaking al cross-purpases and don' seem to be able to keep personal opinions to
themselves.

A course correction is needed, and is best done before it is too late. Either by
design or due to lack of political energy, the challenge by the political partes of the
king's move is stil feeble. But it is only a matter of time. They will ultimately be pushed
into a comer, and when that happens they may either take the high road of proposing a
national government with full agreement as to its makeup, or (more liely) they may
take the low road of street agitation. And that will only add to the people’s woes, and
end up helping the Maoists.

We can expect the cantankerous polical parties to take the low road. But the
monarchy must take the high road. His Majesty may want to use the authoriy that he
undoubtedly commands to sit down with the political parties (not one-on-one, but all
together) to discuss the way ahead. No more name-calling please, he can tell them, just

give me solutions.
We all may be surprised at how easily the king and the parties can find a way
out. And when that happens, the next step will be to unte the Maoist knot,

STATE OF THE STATE

Re-educating
revolutionaries

Closing down schools is not about improving
education, it is power politics at its worst.

lex Gabbay's A Man Called Nomad
A el beopering
ceremony of the Kathmandu
International Mountain Film Festival st
‘Thursday. The film adroity explores the
dllemma of Tibean nomadscaghc
Fherding

fundamentalism IL\S pushed the notion that
cial d to be handed over to

»aks mdlmmxslnngpuml&scven while
schoolingtheir children in a small town.

“The pathos ofliving with unfulflled
expectations shin through the film's
haunting dialogue. “Therich haveambi-
tions, Poor have needs. So nobody s free.”

“The fertersof un-frecdom are even
strongeramong the middlc dlass—most of
usare prisoncrs of our own aspiracions. The
urge o keep up with the Janardansis

themarke to improve ficency. S,

by CK LAL

forced dlosure privatc nterpriscs of the
frcc-marketin education have shutshop.
“The Maoists must be gloating —they have

100, m\mduced h of free
and health in the

Ilin showing he

! fel chool

s,
Resuls have been mixed. The market

has given urban yuppies moreand better

schools for their mal butall the

e have been hinting that they
arevling o hold dirct lls with the

OPINION

very human being hasa God-given
E tight toa ife of ignity fre from fear
andwant, and tis the duty ofthe state
todoallinis power o realise this ight.
Saarcityof resources has of course obe:
acknowledgedasalimitingfactor,and itis
obviousthat notall nceds can e satsfiedat
once. What mattessasystematic process
atsupporting firstofll those who

the concepeofhuman
rights was ofen distorted by poliical thetoric
Civiland politcal rightson theone hand and
conomicandsocil ghtsontheodhervere
bue

insurgensatany time. A
between the marketand

estsill have to make dowith government
schools. Fancy nursing homes compete
with cach other ac urban centres for

universal, and ofan urban
Nepaliaren’t much different from those of
the nomads in the film.

Middle cla the

better market-share, but large areas in
rural Nepal continue to be bereft of cven
basic health servics.

b

Th fbusinessis business, so

resultof “upscale emulation”; the e e
aspireforkeeps geting o of each, eving

i'snotatall surprising that it has ncither
theime or dhe nclinaion o cter o the

che militia can’tbe ruled out, for wherever
thereisa giveand take, the market
invariably riumphs n thend.
Butwho will compensate the students
for the time that they have lose? Even
governmentschools have been caughtin
the crossirefor no faul of their own. What
does Durbar High School have to dowith
the commercialisation of cducation?
The revol d

needs of Hasty

useven hat
we had hoped for. Sowe b i

retreat of th ( rom servi

victims of our own perceptions forgctting,

delivery was perhaps one of he main causes
ofwid hemidaves

real
that their currentagitation isan excrcisc in
fuliy. Poliicly. th ction furher

ascomperingvisions for the worlds furure.

Wehave now moved beyond that
confronttional discussion toa wider ecogni-
tion that both scts of rightsareinextricably
linked. The goalistoachicveall human
tights—civl, cultural cconomic, poliical and
social-forall people. Access o basic education,
health car,shelterand employment isas
critical o human freedom as politcal and civi
tighsis.

So, whatare thelinks between human
tightsand peace, and what can we do for
conflceprevention and peace-buiding in
Nepalz Much ofthe work reated to uilding

confined to the

that wantsaren't necds, and higher prices allen.\(ts(l\: ddle-class by keepiny peacenedsbyis vy e o beconfden-
donotalways guarantce becter qualiy. region of the country. Socially, their fal il ub
Aslongas e ogicofthe markervas longasth d ddressthe nced ! wehaeseen
place, hemselvs to d publicschoolsand  cgalitarian d em. E I year. Nevertheless
icwerelargely immune to the government hospitals in remote reas, the cven bigger cxodusof process lementsofacomprehensive mulific-

ever-spiralingaspirations, Butfree-market

poverclitcof Kathmandu chose not o
nodehechaos. B prime s nd.
their children o

rch Nepal ki 0 Indian s
tan lich, 76, the phiosopher who
questioned th of

cven Nepali communists [uwenuquﬂ]ms
sending their children to pivate schools,
thus participating in the process of

learningn his book “De-Schooling
Socicty” died on 2 December. Not many
scem t0 have noticed his passing, His ideas,

Ies difficul o sustain such a skevwed
social tructure where the excluded havean
overwhelming majority. Ever since the
governmentabjured isesponsibilcy of
providing fceand compubory basic

however,scen particularly
perverse form in the minds of Nepali
Maoists. The agitation has very it to do
with education per se—i's power politics
atitsworst.

Thereisa n::d toideologically fight

education to the entirc v ilostthe
moralauthority of chiming theitloyalty
towards the state. A direct confrontation
between the market and the Maoists was
thus incvitable, That it took so long in
coming s more of a reflection of the
weak support base of the insurgents than
of the capacity of the government in
preventing conflct

Faced with the threats of an indefinitc

feducation, but “de-
schooling” the entiresocictyin the process
istoo high a pricc to pay. Perhaps the
Maoistleadership tsclf necds re-cducation
in the land of the Great Helmsman to
realise that there can be no iberation
without cducation. And maybe there
shouldalso bea private screening of Alex
Gabbay's film for the bencficof our
revolutionarics. ¢

cted strategy can be outlined. These rlae to
workatthecommunityleve, preparaoryseps

A 5-point peace plan

Nobody knows whether formal peace negotiations will
begin in the near future, but we need to be prepared
already with peace-building measures.

|

by HENNING KARCHER

opportunitisfo informal contactscould be
invaluable in moving forward. Casestudics
from diffrent parts o the world lustate
typical mistakes and pitals experienced under
similar circumstances. Theeis no need for
Nepal torepeat these mistakes,

‘Wehaveseen the eportofthe National

situation in Nepal gves eason toserious
concern. Unlessand untilallsides makea firm
commitmentand implement theircommitment
o fullyrespect human righs there an be no
solution o the present conflc. Alsonoside
will beableto win the hearts and mindsof the
peopleaslongas they vioate human righs,

Confidence building measures will be

can be no successul negotiations. Effctivelinks
couldbe established between the obscrvadion of
human rightsand the building of confidence.
Anagreement by both sdes toallowthe
unimpededaccess of food and medicalsupplies
totheneedy, osricdy observeinterational
human rightsand humanitarian principles as
enshrined in Aricle 3 ofthe Geneva Conven-
tion could bea strong building block or truse
and confidence. Appropriate monitoring,
mechanisms need to be esablished in this
contex.

Thercarorherdemensthatarc imporant

Forfomxal uilding, inequality done, ad issues thar v asparofa
& ! Theresluion ofconfliceand veroming o ‘
governance. Nepal, in particular Dalits and members of 5 approach to eood
It h 1 that th litically h political d d I
e Fehe A I 7 amepel atthe community level o adrstheroor w oo e g g
' « causesof asexclusion, disrimi- Priescnbehelpfulinen ancing understand-  gion must be partofthelong-term solution,
thout benodevelop b Tives nation and corruption. Over the years of my ingandn st step the d I
and without development no peace. Similarly I and unable to benefit from the economic N c Nepali ety through
dithoutdedopment nopeace. ity andunableto bl ot cayinNepd hive en many ccmplesol hniclpapers by peaccat
would say that without respect for human advancement of the nation. The most recent - =/ i n key issues such as ches sienificant
Idsay hacwidhout spec for d fihenaion. 1 ‘ v jeamplesf, has marchesvill begnifican.
sighstherecan benopaace andvithoutpeace — drafiofthe 10° Fiv—year pln yshis ? e grievances of the excluded and poor, g . n
s PN y Good governanceat the decentralized evel can ! .
ctccanb @ uldever "
also goalong way in addressing the root causes " € in furure. Even
Tosee thi,itis necessary to touch on the root fbm\u];\(ul. B ;\P“fmng dlvery ofsocil integration of youth 50, muchcanbed infiatea
ausesof he conflc. Theconflcei firstand foremosta . yolsoci development packages hat will have tobe part )
services,overcoming poverty and creating hope P paciags P comprehensive peace process. ¢

Whilethe conflictin Nepal has no doubt
Jiicl ideologicaland. il

Neplproblm. Neplscorswl,

ther

dimension, its main root causes are social and

and wha\mmmmmbepm».dcd

camenvith theadventof democtacy, relted to
abject poverty that persists foralarge

percentage of the population,relaed o poor
incffciont deivary of sovil servic

from th illhave to be given ina
strictly supporting role under the
leadership of Nepal actors and with the
fllgrcementoflconcened.

ang
arcas such as education and health, related to

Afive-point g |
is required:

forabetter future.

formal peace negotiations (Track 1) will, o

ofacomprehensive peaceagecmer,

so0n. lf andw hen

(Dr Henning Karcher is UNDP
Resident Representative in Nepal, and
the above comment is

statement he gave on the occasion of
Human Righis Day 2002 in Kathmandu
on Tuesday,)

PPEACENIKS

Bhagirath Yogi's quote of
Saubhagya Shah's statementin
the article “Peaceniks on
warpath” (#119) may have been
taken out of context like my own
quote. That Shah “could agree
[with the petition] if [the petition-
ers] talked about overall US
policy including the enormous
military assistance to Israel
every year” seemed rather
disingenuous. First, the

tragic legacy of US

military assistance

to Israel is the

best proof

against

the logic of military aid. Second,
as | cannot speak for all the
others who signed the petition,
but I know that some of us have
strongly opposed US mitary aid
not only to lsrael but to many
other countries including
Vietnam, Colombia, Central
America, Mujahadeen in Afghani-
stan, and to Irag prior to the Guif
War when the US was arming
Iraq to the teeth against Iran, in
protest activities and our
journalism—including my
letter you quoted from
and in an article of mine

(in
adison IndyMedia.org)
last August.
Everything has a
context. Referring to
Deuba’s justification of his
policy in terms of the war
against terrorism mentioned by
Yogi, the Afghan war and 9/11
were both aspects of US global
foreign policy aimed at getting
control over dwindling reserves
of oil and natural gas reserves in
the sunset years of the global

oil-based economy.

Similarly, in Nepal, one should
ask what legacy can motivate
young people from the country-
side to be 5o angry and cruel to
their fellows for the promise
offered by an ideology, such that
they may be becoming the image
of that they wish to overthrow?
Itis clear that people know that
something is essentially wrong
with the past, because state-
ments calling for intensified
military activity are always
combined with the oxymoronic
acknowledgement that intensi-
fied war must be combined with
development in the countryside.

My question is, if this is the
case, then why has 50 years of
development led to this war?
This whole project euphemisti-
cally called development, without
principles or clear objectives,
has largely been a war of
metropolis against the country-
side and of petroleum-based
polities against solar-based
societies, combined with a
villingness to sacrifice people

LETTER

(particularly villagers and
women), communities, cultures,
knowledge, biodiversity, and the
environment for benefits accruing
largely to a relatively small portion
ofthe urban population, largely
outside of Nepal (e.g., as early as
1989 the Third World was handing
over $52 billion more in debt
payments than it received in new
credits).

AArms or no arms, Maoists or
no Maoists, drastic, basic
changes are going to have to be
made in the direction of society in
Nepal and in the lives of its
citizens. And i it is any consola-
tion, it is a situation that the rest of
the world is going to have to
follow as oil production peaks
within the next five to twenty
years (per capita production has
been declining since 1978) and
the end comes to the oil-based
global civilisation, possibly as
s00n as 30 years from now.

The question is in both cases
whether we act now with the
hard choices and build for the
future, or will we remain mired in

the past and watch people
continue to die in Nepal and, on a
world scale, possibly in billions.

| agree with one of your
correspondents that such change
will come not just with reinstitution
of local elections, as he argued
for, but with a democracy that
builds from the bottom, allowing
real needs to direct society,
rather than being legislated from

[ [

ceremonies, as they ensure good
TV coverage. That has led to a
culture of seminarism and
workshopping where no one is
really istening and no one really
cares. The chief guest never
stays around long enough, and
neither does the press. So what
you et in the evening news is
lazy workshop journalism with
speech excerpts. Enough of this,

made between powerful special
interests,
Stephen Mikesell, by email

@ The new council of ministers
should read your editorial “What
are we waiting for?" (#121). They
should have the guts to say “no”
for invitations to chief-guest
workshops, talkshops, seminars,
book releases, prize-giving
ceremonies, etc. There are plenty
of other people with precious little
to do who could do it instead of
you... just don't go...don't create
the demand. Currently the trend is
toinvite a high-up official, the
higher-up the better, to open

oninaugu-
vauons and speeches. Enough
talk, let's see some action.

Rupa Joshi, Tashkent

SHRISHA KARKI

Finally, Pramod Mishra has struck
home with his article “Patriarchy,
female freedom and Shrisha
Karki" (#122) on the tragic death
of the film actres. So far, media
reporting, including in your own
paper, has been more of a rant for
Shrisha and/or against the editor,
Kishore Shrestha. Mr Mishra is
very much right when he says
Nepali women (and men too) are
caught between patriarchal
tradition and consumerist moder-

nity. Our society itself is in a kind
of deep dilemma that we cannot
shed our traditional beliefs and
values, and at the same time, we
are atiracted by modem ones, A
person cannot be in two different
worlds at the same time. Shrisha's
case will definitely make so called
Nepali gender specialists ponder
female rights, freedom and

By and large | try to under-
stand the challenges faced by
Nepal's leaders, but by the ime |
got backto Kathmandu | was
infuriated on behalf of the
average Nepali citizen, who has
no choice but to travel these
roads. | cannot understand why
mme attention is not paid to this

ights, it ly when terrible:
constraints. fatal acc\denls sometimes.
iNamai, by email  involving entire busloads of
passengers, are reported nearly
ROAD SAFETY every week in Nepal's papers—

Thank you to CK Lal for “The road
nottaken” (#122), bringing much-
needed attention to the situation
on Nepal's roads. Because my.
work in Nepal has largely been
limited to northern Humla District
(accessible only by foot or plane),
in 8 years of on-off work and
residence in the country | did not
untilthis year have the opportunity
to use Nepal's road system to a
mountainous place. This year, |
went by car to Dunche in
Langtang. To be honest, | hope it
was the last time | travelin or out
of Kathmandu by road.

and those are only the reports
that make itto the papers! In
Wester Nepal, many bus
accidents occur which are never
reported in the national news
media. Roads as narrow as the
one we were on simply cannot

accommodate the traffic they
bear—they cannot bear even
average-sized automobiles
passing each other at normal
speeds, let alone the more
commonly seen wide buses and
lorries.
Why can't the government
install simple, inexpensive
technologies to address this
situation, such as the large
mirrors one can see in other
countries with dangerous roads,
which allow drivers to see around
corners and anticipate on-coming
traffic? Providing for the safety of
in

energy has been spent (and
subsequent outcomes) may be
argued. The pointis that

accidents are unavoidable.
Statistically, a road accident is a
function of countless numbev of
independent:

underlying an
improvements in road safety
conditions is the kind of civic-
minded thinking that could give
Nepal's citizenry the sense that
their leaders not only think about
their welfare, as is the moral
obligation of any national leader,
but that they do something about
it as well. With a populace so
obviously disenchanted with its
leadership, shlmngmmkmg

variables. Accident events are a
function of road design, traffic
volume, driver behaviour,
weather condition, vehicle
condition, laws and regulation
elc. So even the provision of
better design or better vehicle
design will not guarantee
complete safety. The challenge
for us in Nepal is to find one of
the variables that can be

toward would

citizens on public
this way should be a duty felt by
all of Nepal's elected or inherited
leaders. This is not a particularly
expensive or unreasonable
suggestion. Would an improve-
mentlike this help address any of
Nepal's major “development
challenges” in any direct way?
No. Butthat's not the point. There
is plenty of money and energy in
Nepal for addressing those major
challenges, though the wisdom
with which that money and

“Kimber Haddix McKay,
USA

o Considering myself an
aspiring ransportation profes-
sional, | completely agree with
CK Lal's concer for the need of
a paradigm shift for the safety in
the transportation industry in
Nepal. No matter how expensive
aroad you build with most
sophisticated technology, road

handled within
and economic framework and
focus on this variable to reduce
the number of accidents and
increase safety. A good way to
start would be to perform a
countrywide yearly safety
study, which would help us
understand the safety factors
involved and generate the kind
of awareness among politicians,
bureaucrats and technocrats, of
how much the country is losing.
Using this study s a platform,
numerous ideas can be gener-

ated to increase safety at
different levels, ideas for further
research and effective imple-
mentation. We don't need
technological innovations, what
we need is an awareness about
transportation safety.

Rajat Rajbhandari,

New Jersey, USA

CORRECTION
The songs “Things Like This Seem
to Happen" and “It Would be Easier
to Die", attributed to Nati Kaji in
Manjushree Thapa's Nepalierature
(#122), were authored respectively
by Yaday Kharel and Tirtharaj
Tuladhar. NatiKaji composed both
songs.

The picture (below) accompanying
Sharad KC's "Rajapurs mini-Rolpa”
(#122) was by Rameshwar Bohara.
-
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Running away

AL PICS: KRISHNA KHANAL

= from p1
Tankaisan SLC graduate,

and used to farm his family’s
terraces. This year, the situation
deteriorated afer thearmy
launched an operation, and he
Iefteven without hancsting he
winter crop. He think

himselFfled for the rlative safery
of Nepalganj.

Those leavingtheirvillages
needletersfrom the authorities
toprovetoNepaliand Indian
police that they are not Maoists.
Butsincemost VDCsand police
possdont s rfgeshave o
travel o the distrct head.

dlearance papers, Our investige-

tion showed that ower evel staff

atthelocal police post had indeed

raised money from the 66

sillgesoprovide e el
oe. Incidents like

1ka Bahadur Shahiand fr

from home.

nds from Kalikot cross the border in en route to

idwar, India, Anvlmu/uufﬂf\'/ urw/mmﬁhm walk across, u\u\/..'l:,Anlm'lr/\urm ot at

munaha poli
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New Delhiat Rupediya.

bus we saw this week with a

m(unnun ferraces, ukeareof

peritesap aapacity of 7 behin
Indiaoutof Rupediya,toldus: I carying 100—all of thern Nepalis “This humanitarian cisis
bavehad o doublemy ﬂmm boundfor Lucknow AsNepali  alsohighlights the trans-
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make manyvlllagcrsglad obe

levingaland wherethereis o

yused ooperate

Delhi, Hardmr and Simla daily

would have been looted by the

oDalkh o R,
b

khet to queucup

arcexploited by both the govern-
mentand the rebel.

tllaf . “Now, we
operateatotal of 20 busesevery
day,” he said. Ten three-wheelers
wsed to fery passengers from
Nepalganj o Rupediya il ast
year, now thereare over 25.
Goto Rupediyaonany given
day; andyoucan scehundredsof
ding buses here, One

I fthere’sabright side to the sense of crisis that is building around the world, I
o bl d something else i

coming o akeits place. The shards thlicon the ground around thecd
of e 20" ,thosc are th y—h
i oursocietes. The mist, smoke and or dust devis that loom on
ighteningyvaguch ot h s chatare
coming, And soon.
“The United States b somanyofuseny.
Confdence. theworld:
dbel lves. For years, that's b li

¢
thesoriey buthe mnfdm A plclhom ofbooksoutinthe US in reentyears
9 thevords
h dbusth . the
h: and
counryis tensilestrength isweakeniny
“The post-11 September challenges flled Americawich e hopes, The
, . s by trmporaly pulling gt .
common encmy, personified,unfortunately, by Osama Bin Laden. However
much President Bush and others sidthewa was gainst “trtoism”, notasingle
p eveas Osama that
dwreckeda naton'sself thathorrible day in New
York, Washington DC, and Pennsylvania. It was that bearded fanatic with the
sickly eyesand thensane passion whowas tobe “smoked out”and *broughtto
jusice”. He has not becn. Not have enough ofhis men. Americans re losing
patience. And hope.
Saddam Hossin s poor. bt forOsama i Laden bovererer
hemaybeinh did
early 2003, perhaps afer Israels vote in.a general E[e(nnnm\ the 28 January. Buc
dhiswilleno Nintendo varaginst bl cuced couny boy e he Talan.

And
L devel

m}mr land, h

uniry with ha Noteto
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pointstaying, h)nheupupers Paradoxicaly,the unfolding

Manyof the Nepalisend up Tilak Oliisalabourbrokerin  human tragedy of the mid-
asapple pickers in Simla, where  Nepalganjwho ties o connect  western districts has resulted inan
they have friends. Others find \'epuliv\orkzrs»\'imlmﬁan uban boom n Nepalgn.
workasconstruction crew, employers Indi dgesand restauran
kitchen help n restaurans, or huedag,mupofamm,wmkm are doinga roaring business, an
even ickshaw-pullersincitiesof  who aid they had to payabribe  mansporcoperatorsin Nepaland
northIndia. “InIndiatheycan ~ of Rs 1,800 tothelocal authori-  Indiahavealotof customers.
notjustearn some money,but  tiesat Chhinchu VDCin Surkhet  Wealthier people from the
theywillalsoh disrict. Wh cted, VDC hern disticts have moved
cxphins Nirgj Acharya, former ~ sccretary of Chhinchu, Guman  permanently here, buying
memberofthe Jajarkotdistrice ~ Singh Neupane, saidhisoffice  propertyand buildinghouses on
developmentcommitteewhohas did notchargeany feesforisuing  the outskirts of Nepalganj.

by DANIEL LAK

New world disorder

The social contract that lies at the heart
of democracy has been fatally wounded.

support forthevwaron Iraq. And kiss hope goodbye. Avit your fand the next
upportfor the varon Irag A « :

Another contributor o the ple of ubbish thatlies a the base of our eroding,
Jestern d Jopan.
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Mullahs nor for that matter, very many ofthoscin-between. But by the gods, i
aplacetostartand we'dall beter et ready for change. Pass me that shovel v
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needa passpore
orvisato travel to Indiaand itis
much cheaper to travel by land
routeacross the border, Indiais
the destination of choice. Aslong
asthe insurgency continues,itis
dear that this migration will not
stop, and perhapsicwill even
intensify.

Theg question is: an the
Nepali hills sustain losing 16,000
mostly-able bodied men every
month? Whowillplant crops,

boundary nature of the conflct
in Nepal So far, there have not
been any reportsof Nepalis
being prevented from entering
India, but offcials here say that
with the ight job marketn
India whichsalready fullofis
i lly displ: peopl

Danger of Maoist spillover into India

Nepal's Maoist insurgency in Nepal s likely to spill over to India’s northeast, warns the Washing-
ton-based think tank, Centre for Strategic International Studies (CSIS). It said in a report that
instability in Nepal is already aggravating the security situation in India’s northeast. CSIS says
Nepal's security forces are unlikely to be able to defeat the Maoists, even with US military
assistance, and the only sustainable solution lies in a negotiated settlement.

“The prospect of a confrontation between the king and political parties while the Maoist
insurgency continues is a dangerous one,” said South Asia experts Mandavi Mehta and Nisala
Rodrigo in their paper in the CSIS magazine, South Asia Monitor. The authors say US assistance
is increasing from $27.5 million in fiscal 2002 and the administration has requested over $37
million for 2003. And for the first time, the US government allocated an additional $12 million for
military hardware. financing. Britain has extended 6.5 million pounds for the Royal Nepal Army.

Mehta and Rodrigo argue that India has the most to lose from the Maoist threat n Nepal.
Maoist collusion with insurgents across the porous Indo-Nepal border, as well as the assistance
they receive from India's large Nepali population, make it even more difficult to act effectively
against them, they say.

Development award

Nepal's National Human Development Report (NHDR) is one of
the six winners selected by the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) for an award for human development.
Besides Nepal, the other countries to receive the awards are.
the Arab Region, Bolivia, Botswana, Chile and Indonesia. The
UNDP also selected President Fernando Henrique Cordoso of
Brazil for the Mahbub ul Haq award for outstanding contribu-
tion to human development. Nepal's NHDR, 2001 entitled
“Excellence in Support of the Millennium Development
Goals,” focused on poverty reduction and good govern-
ance. The report uses Nepal's tradition in social mobilisation
to explain how human development and good governance
could create a “virtuous cycle”, UNDP said.

Spirit to serve

Twenty years after the famous Shanta Bhawan Hospital, a converted royal palace, shifted
south to new premises in Patan in 1982, and, accordingly changed its name, the hospital has
more than doubled in size. Today, Patan Hospital, the foremost example of a community hospital
in Nepal, has 300 beds, double the original number, annual outpatient visits of 330,000, admitted
patients of 16,000 and 600 staff. It's built a new ward for children, has expanded its operating
theatre, added a separate orthopedics unit, and has started the Patan Private Clinic, a new

service. Said Medical Director Dr. Mark Zimmerman on the 20" anniversary of the

own
and the possibility of more
Nepalimigrants moving down,
thesituation needs to be
carefully monitored by both
governments. ¢

hospital, “Patan Hospital still retains much that is good from the old Shanta Bhawan Hospital—a
mission to serve with skill and compassion all who come to us; a special place for the poor; and
a Spirit that makes extraordinary things happen’. Last year alone, the hospital gave out the
equivalent of over $100,000 i direct charity to the poor.

Future film festivals will need permits

The Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival is over but it has left authorities uptight.
Three days after the festival of mountain films ended on 8 December, the government's Film
Development Board has brought out a public notice which states that individuals or organisa-
tions who want to hold film festivals should, in keeping with Film Regulation 2057, get permis-
sion from the board and that films should be checked by a censor committee before public and
commercial viewing. The notice comes in the wake of the screening of Jogimara ka
Jyundaharu, one of the 53 films screened at the festival. In early 2002, 17 construction workers
of Jogimara were killed by the army while building a runway in Kalikot district. They were
branded terrorists by the state and their families did not get their dead bodies or any compensa-
tion. While some families have conducted the last rites of their loved ones, others still wait,
hoping their relatives will return.
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

People’s peace

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

The imperatives for peace are pressing.

he Maoists' mastery in
playing political partes and
factions offagainst cach

other has helped them mask their
own predicaments. We haven't

Plenty. Tertorism? Himm,
depends. When Comrade

Prachanda extended a peac

hoppinginand outofthe
country, however, whoknows
‘when neighbourhood vigilan-

overture by pledging hs forces

wouldnolonger argepoliicl

heard of|
secet trials i rebel ranks, but
thereare tellale signs of turmoil.
For now, adecpening identity

crisis is discernible.

rivalsand you
weresortof prepared forthe
attacksin Siraha, Udaypurand
Kapilbastu.
Thedigrundement

‘The rebels may have lost
muchof their Robin Hood
image, but they sillnjoy

among Maoist
been known forawhile,
consideringhow every attempt
forasafelanding has been

voice of the voiceless. Western

sbortcd. Thecompulsionsof
.

derpressure
from theirownitzens not o
arm the Nepalisateagainstits
people. From the Revolutionary
International Movementand
CCOMPOSA, the Maoistshave
steppedinto the World People’s
Resistance Movement. In other
words, they ve become partof
the motley crew known asthe
anti-globalisation campaign.
Someintematonal expertsare
posulinghova i icory

Jear Prachanda,
Baburam Bhattara
and Mahara may
formthe govern-
men. Circlingthe
Singha Durbar
security perimete for
arateview ofthem
isn'texactly the lads’
and lasses idea of
vicory.
“The political

amospherewasn't

. )

in} nsticutea
challenge o s Py
“end of history” exegesisand
Samuel Huntington’s ‘clsh of
iilisations” exposition. Marking
agenerationalshiftin the
movementsideological core,
Manusi Yemi Bhatcarai has been
expounding the urgency of
making the national anhem
more people friendly.

Journalsts from around the
plancarestil fascinated by the
mostsuccessful communist
movement since the deatk

True, Sher Bahadur
Deubasought power
onapledge toopen

peace talksand

Prachanda helped by
announcing he couldn't
contemplate speaking o
anyonelse. Deuba freed key
Maoistfigures from prison to
ensure they organised astrong
butdisarmed party in ime for
the 2004 general dlection. The
premier didn’tknow the

communism. Anassured Krishna
Bahadur Mahara goes on CNN
1o tell the world that his men and

ary ) '
agood time. When Deuba
blamed Prachanda forbetrayal,
therebelchif, 0o, vas

tes, ifnocright-wing death
squads, will start roaming the
rural hinterland?
“There’samorealarming
omen. The Maoist movement
and its terrorist link are the
plocof American author Paul
Ryder Ryan’s “Kew, The
Nepal Maoist Strain” (heep://
swww.Istbooks.com). Mary
“Kew” Carewjoins the
insurgency to begin poliical

and socieal changeand to
avenge her husband’s death
fromabombblast, Risingin
the rebel ranks, she capures
Michael Donovan, a State
Department human rights
observer, butloses her heart.
As their romanceis threatened,
Kewis used asa courier to
dalvra vy devcloped

womenare not yany by the ©
definition. Thedisgustand hate  ruthless turn of evens. annihilate the American

have for those who h i people. Sound: 20
direulate that canard, hemain-~ of contradictionsbetweenthe did Tom Clancy's “Debrof

tains, gives them the power to
fighton. Hours ater, the rebels
strike Jumla. Disgustand hate?

military and policial wings of
his party as part ofa “baseles,
preposterousand mischievous”

Honour”and “Executive
Order” before9/11.
From the Maoxsn hma»

“Thepary commandsthe
qun,” heassertsin his cssays.
litburo’s frequent

ture, you get ch
har South Asiaisbeing
transformed into one of the

mostvolatil ntres of

filure o hold s fireafieric
saiditwould providesan
objectiv basis o suggest
friction between the political
and miliary fronts.
Theimperatives for peace:
are pressing, On the surface,
Bam Dev Gautam’s threats of
realiation may sound rdicu-
lous. Wi intemational
expertson i i

theworld revolution. And that
imperialistsand expansionists
are tying to snuffout Nepalis
legitimate struggle oend all
was from the face of the carth.
Between thelines,you can also
feelthe comrades impatience
fordiscarding the T-tagefore
the US State Department puts
themonits roserofinterna-
tional terrorist

e

Economic slump

For the first ime in the last two decades, Nepal's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has turned negative in
the last fiscal year 2001-02, officials said. According to Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), Nepal's GDP
growth recorded a negative rate of 0.63 percent last year due mainly to negative performances of the
manufacturing and tourism sectors. Earlier, preliminary estimates had projected Nepal's GDP to grow by
0.8 percent in the last fiscal year. In the year 2000-01, Nepal's GDP had grown by 4.83 percent. With
escalating problems at home and abroad, domestic industries saw a decline of -10.79 percent in the fiscal
year ending on July 15, 2002, “We see it as a temporary phenomenon and hope that things will improve as
soon as there is improvement in the law and order situation,” said SMN Subhani, director general at CBS.
According to CBS, imports went down by 7.7 percent and exports deciined by 14.6 percent in the last
fiscal year. The tourism sector also registered a sharp decline. Nineteen years ago (1982/83), GDP growth
rate was negative at -2.98 due to a decline in the agricultural sector.

Fair Trade, Trade Fair

Fair Trade Group (FTG) Nepal, a private company that promotes air trade practices among small and
medium enterprises last week organised an annual exhibition, “Fair Trade, Trade Fair” to showcase
handicrafts and other products. Organisers said 2,000 people visited the fair at Tridevi temple in Thamel. A
total of 14 organisations took part in the event out of which 12 were the members of FTG. “We used to
fccus on expatriates in the past but this year our focus was on local consumers and the response was

" said Nina Shahi, progi dinator at FTG. FTG Nepalis a consortium of handicraft-
based fair trade NGOs who also lobby, advocate and offer skills and management training to small
businesses.

Princess for a Day

Binita Shrestha was chosen “Fai

ely Princess for a Day” after a widely publicsed promofonl drive.
launched by Nepal Lever Limited. Shrestha s enitled to @ one day shopping spree worth Rs100,000 vith a
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by ARTHA BEED

Consumerism in fime of Maoism (%1,

Nepali consumerism prospers through good times and bad.

hecrowded strects of

Kathmanduduring Dassin

thisyear did notleadoneto
believe weare facingan cconomic
downtum. Nepal consumrism
prospersinalltimes—goodand
bad, but especially around fesivals
and marriage sasons. Thingsarca
bitdifferentin the consumer-
oricnted United States. Wall Strece
plungesifconsumersdonorgoto
shoppingmallsand government
conomic polmy Iungm on how full

pors thisy ol dogingthemurkes, producsimply
co-reltion p e jth R ymentratesfuelled  don'tflyoffthe shelve.
endlessisinaion. by Jobcu[sar:cﬂnvemngasonm lesdifittocompure US
Th ofsp y directly to Nepal, except
donlylimited Federal ‘\wsm tod wM.nmmmp

from 1975 t0 19‘)0 afterwhichthe  need theircit b
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chauffeur driven Mercedes Benz and dinner at a 5-star hotel. The company also gave 60 lucky winners ) U todoso. Y
gt coupons of RE10,000, Ees g suddenly ich s chrewas moncy Lookmga[ dldiscocwpde  popguedesnbalof s,
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- - deficitdebt financingasaway out :pml for rthSclcunomvdunng that. A markecawash n instant
Foreign trade decline fora healhy cconomy ransmitted o noodlsortcamay hvenovinners
Nepal's total foreign trade in the first quarter of the current fiscal year (2002-03) has declined by over five ~  theborrowi l’ h apsthe US yha dpl losers, somethi
percent. According to Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB), total exports plummeted by 20.5 percent while the total 1 llowed people to inmos mﬂhe the fragl e Nepal ill
imports registered a marginal growth of 1.8 percent. The trade deficit during the period widened by a buywithout too much concern tors. Sh aﬂnrd To |)cgn with, it doesn’ thelp
further 25 percent to Rs16.28 billion, the NRB said. During the period, trade deficit with India rose by over Abomﬁm.m repayments. tosell (ha( mond pair ,usmj ar thatalack of laws and regulations
0 percnd o Rs 6.4 illn v ade dfitvith he miéd counties fose by 2.1 erent s .58 bilon Josion ofcish cvapo- heneedfora  makeforavery uneven fild. Buc
ga’i‘:fh:)";wee"Je‘sd“:;v';aggf""’:yz"“f;gdgﬁ’ggdZ"d alow demand for Nepali products in the intemational mmdv\hm the Internet bubble second vehicle. The supply has far rllelsArelessons\wcsnlemnfmm
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dotgones. Peoplewho based their | ingbascsin d lke th
Nepali businessmen i in Guangzhou f panysharselid - Clinsproducehcperdosnoc S, Onecanorelyonche
i th nothi lewill buy more than nsumer tos forthe
A30-member the Nepal-China Non-governmen- " PAPEEY ot dmore
tal Cooperation Forum in Guangzhou this week to discuss trade and investment, The delegation is led by Th“d"eqlv affected the pu chasing what they want. Thel : cconomy o recoverandaglutof
Binod Bahadur Shrestha of FNCCI. The meeting takes place each year atematively in Nepal and Chinaand ~ Poverofthect whichin neourages con more  instant
is aimed at extending bilateral trade and investment. Shrestha said Nepal will seek joint ventures in mum he 1y market. ¢
hydropower production, utilisation of human resources, processing of medicinal herbs and use of holiday season, from November survive. Undercuttingis become the
appropriate agricultural technology. Nepal presently has an annual tradle deficit of $150 milion with China. through December,accountsfor  strategy of the times. Everyoneis  (Readers can post their views
Nepal would try to improve air services and banking so it can atract more Chinese tourists, he said. nearly 45 percent of total annual lowering prices in the quest of or comments at
retail sales in the US and initial lume but witk Jumg habeed@yah m)

(FNCCI) Ravi Bhakta Shrestha,

“Our top priotity is testoring

President of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry
, was appointed Assistant Minister for Culture,

Tourism and Civil Aviation by kmg Gyanendra during the expansion of the Chand

administration last month. He spoke to Nepali Times about his new job. Excerpts:

Nepali Times: So, how does it feel like to be on the other side?
Ravi Bhakta Shrestha: | was the president of the FNCCI when
His Majesty entrusted his confidence in me and assigned me
this new responsibility. This is not exactly a role reversal, but |
believe my background from the private sector will help me in
discharging my duties in this ministry. In my past three weeks in
office | have been studying the problems affecting the tourism
sector, which is the economic backbone of the country. | have
held consultations with those in the tourism sector. We have
identified major problems and are discussing strategies to
address them which will be short, medium and long-term in
nature. We have already started implementing short-term
measures.

What exactly are these measures?

Tourism in Nepal has not done well in the last few years. At the
request of entrepreneurs, including the Hotel Association of
Nepal (HAN), we have recommended ministries like Finance,
Labour and Water Resources re-schedule loans and taxes, give
hotels the status of an industry and entitle them to similar
benefits. The ministry has also directed Royal Nepal Airlines to
improve its day-to-day performance, curb anomalies and come
up with what they call a debt inventory. We are also thinking of
developing Kathmandu as an international travel hub.

None of this is really new, is it?

Due to its geo-strategic location, Kathmandu can serve as a hub
for international flights from Tibet, parts of China, northern
states of India and other countries in the region. In order to
attract transit tourists, our ministry has already recommended
three-day duty free visas to transit passengers. After getting

suggestions from concerned ministries, we will take this
proposal to the cabinet. They will come into force only after the
cabinet decision. We are also considering requests to add
international flights to Nepal and bring back reputed companies
like Singapore and Lufthansa.

There has been some back-and-forth on the issue of privatis-
ing Royal Nepal Airlines. What is the final word on that?
RNAC has a very important role to play in the development of
tourism in Nepal. But the present status quo can't continue. So,
to rescue the

national flag carrier and make it effective, we are going to
implement recommendations made by the Shankar Sharma
committee. Out of the two options—to privatise or turn it into a
public limited company—privatising the RNAC will take much
longer. We are considering the second option. The final decision
will be taken by the Council of Ministers.

You can do all this, but tourism is affected by political instabil-
ity. How are your short-term measures going to help?
Besides water resources, tourism offers great potential for the
development of our country. With holy places like Lumbini and
Pashupatinath, we can promote religious tourism. Similarly,
Nepal can also be promoted as a destination for sports tourism
by selling sports like cricket, golf and elephant polo. Unlike in
India, we have yet to develop the concept of domestic tourism.
We already have infrastructure to attract tourists from all over the
world. What we need now are effective strate-
gies and aggressive marketing.

We have seen sporadic incidences of
violence in remote parts of the country magni-

w and ordet.”

fied by the media, giving Nepal a bad image. We need to pro-
mote Nepal as a safe and attractive destination on the basis that
not a single tourist has been harmed in the last seven years of
the insurgency.

As a member of the cabinet, what is your response to critics
who say you have not been able to hit the ground running?
It is our job to prove that we are different (than the previous
governments). The government is working hard to fuffil the five-
point mandate entrusted to it by His Majesty. All of us know that
peace and stability is vital for the development of economy as
well as tourism in the country. This government needs support
from all sections of society, including the political parties, civil
society and entrepreneurs to meet those objectives. The govern-
ment has given top priority to restoring law and order in the
country which won't be possible without support. We must not
forget our country is passing
through a very fluid and critical
time. If the situation is not
arrested in time, things could
get worse. We urge every-
one to cooperate
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Clockwise from left:
Bayarghari Andhi
Khols, Syangja dis

ict; Kuhepani Trail
Bridge, Karnali River,
Kalikor district; old
wooden Kuhepani
bridge being replaced
by galvanised steel
boards; porters using

alog crossing ar
Kunaloghat, Bajura
district; villagers
portering cables

hen Swiss geologist
‘Toni Hagen was
walkingin Nepal
50 yearsago, he
would ask vllagers what they
wanted mostsa school,a health
post,oraroad. Theanswerall
over Nepal was the same: “We
vantabrdge”
Things have changeda otsince
then. Buteven today, abridge s
sill high on the priority list of
many Nepalivillagers Hagen wrote
inhis reportin 1959, “The
overwhelmingwish of the whole
population s o have suspension
bridges. The government would be
well-advised to give this pro-
gramme top priority. There is
really no other development project
which,with s itce moneyand in
sucha short time, would directly
affect s many people.

“The reason was notjust
- Itopencd up remote
valleys and villagesto the ourside
world, it madeit casir for produce
togoto marke, it brought down
the picesof commodities imported
from ourside and it became casier
o take thesick to hospital,

“Today, even thouigh Nepal has
anetwork of 13,500 km of
highvways there i sill need for
bridgesalong the foot trails. The
bridgeshave huge cconomicvalue
and even thouigh it may not be
apparentin dollar-and-cent

alculations,chey are vital for
trekking routes. And vllagers have
gotso used to new suspension
bridges builtin Nepal over the
past two decades,chat they don’t
know what they have unil if's
gone. When the Maoists blew up
three strategic suspension bridges
across the Karnaliin far-western
Nepal,they cut off Humla.and
parts of Kalikot to food supplies
from the south, Villages that were
threc hours walking distance from
each otherare suddenly three
days away again.

“Today,suspension bridges
scattered across the Nepali hillsare
the mainstay of rural transpore.
Swiss experts were invited afer
Hagen lftand recommended that
fiver-crossingfaclitis for solated
communiciesand

ctdements would
lead to the country's cconomic
development. In 1964, the
government stablished the
Suspension Bridge Divison (SBD)
under the Ministry of Works and
Transport, and cight yarslaer
Helvetas, the Swissaid agency
cameupuwith technical and
financial support. Lacer on, the US
and Swiss governments and

Bridges in photographs

In “Inthe Forest Hangs a Bridge.” a fim screened at the recently concluded
Kathmand International Mountain Film Festival, a community in north east
India gets together to build a bridge. The film, which is an account of the.
construction of a bridge, and an evocation of the tibal community that makes
it possibl, s also a reflecton on the strength, as well as the fragily, of the

idea of communit

“Its a great fim and besically reflects similar eforts of communites in
th Nepl s o bl e s Varia ke, whovith et e has

organi

buit by communi-

reionst Nepal atthe Patan Museun.

The exhibition is a celebration of the 1,051 bridges constructed So far. *Of
course, there are differences. Today, rudmentary materalslike reed have
been replaced by modem materials ke galvanised steel. But it s the
community that decides where and when they want a brdge.” The exhibition,
which is on il 15 December, provides a close-up view of communites from
east to west Nepal who have buit bridges that will connect thir vilage to other
settlements, important markets and essential services,

‘About 100 photographs selected from more than two thousand pictures.
taken by on-site supenvisors and workers are on display. They ve been
laned and et o proide iters v annsight o thepocess, he

it

o building brdges allaround Nepal,

bour,

The tail bridge project received a UN Best Practice e n 0

1000 Community Bridges Photo Exitbition

Patan Museum
10am -5 pm, up to 15 December

For more information call: 527828, 521054

multilateral agencies like the
Asian Development Bank also got
involvcd.

Ttwas only ac the beginning of
the sixtis that construction of tail
bridges becamea development
priority for Nepal. Since s
esablishment,the SBD had
identified the nced fora toral of
862 bridged on the main trails of
Nepal'smountain regions, Tody,
(I\e SBD i calld the Trail Bridge

ion and a new bridge modcled
«m. waditional designs from the
Baglungarca re being uscd because
they optimise ocal skillsand
matcrialand minimiscimpacton
theenvironment. Amongthe
innovations arclong:asting stccl
gratings o replace thewood. And
cven these gratings have been
modifid for smallr gaps s that
hooves oflivestock do nor get
trppedin them.

Theyare suitable for the

with the the local

requests come from communitics
who desperately need short span
bridges (under 120 metres) to
ease communications. Commu-

nity involvement cnsures not
only local labour, butalso
mnmlmuuu of material from the
DC and maintenance.
bucngll\cmugwmmumms
cconomically s only one aspect
of Nepal'sbridge buildingsuccess
story. When the government
started its accelerated bridge
construction atimportant
locations along major routes in
the mid sxties the technology
was fabricated in Scorland and
constructed by a Scotcish firm.
Pedestrian trail bridges
bencfitted a great deal from
Swiss expertise. But today,
bridge-buildingin Nepal has
been completely indigenised.
Nepalitechnicians are responsi-
blefor planning, location, social
impactstudics, design, construc-
tion and suspension bridges and
communiticsare being mobilised
for ther saresult

people,the VDCsand DDCs, have
beeninstrumental in cacalysing,
cconomic resultingin

bridge technologyischeaper, and
bridgescan be located at more

INTEGRAL

TOTALLY MADE OF HiGHTECH CEmA

RE CRYSTAL

JADE OF TITANIUM

KHICHAPOKHARI, TEL: 222539; BISHAL BAZAR - Shop no. 29, New Road, Tel: 221971,
Bluebird Department Store - Tripureshwor; Tel : 228833 Ext. 5418; Durbar Marg-Tel: 242821

We are also at
DURBAR MARG
in front of Wimpy
The most cons

changesin theirlocalitcs,”says
Shiva Chandra Kantha of Helvets.

Although somebridges have
been blown up by the Maoists, the
rebels have not touched most of
them since they areso valuable to
local people. Today, the igggst
setback has been the dissolution of
clcted village counils which
means the local initative s lacking

A 199 bridgeimpact study
found thatfollowing the construc-
tion ofasuspension bridgeac Sitka
Ghatin Ramechhap, the lepy,
isolated sctdlement cvolved intoa
marketsquare that on average docs
Rs 80,000 worth of business

benchitma of users

Bridge- bm]dmg is nowan all-
Nepali ventureas the Swiss
government, whose financial
conuibution had over the years
comedown from 100 percentto
37 percent, decentralises construc-
tionand maintenance ofsuspen-
sion bridges.

‘The Suspension Bridge
Division was shified o the
Ministry of Local Developmentin
2000. Under the Local Govern-
ance Act, two thirds of the
bridges are handed over to local
governments and committccs.
Proposals coming from local

cveryday. Fouryearsaftcr th
bridge was built, land prices had
shot up by awhopping 1,140
percent. Most ural commaunices

the numerous sertlementsand are
offthe main strategic poins. So far,
morethan 1,000 community
bridges have been builtin 52 hll
districtsaround the country witha
cumulaive span of 70,000m.
“These bridges, which arc builc

know the imp
ad\amagcasm\plcsuspcnsxon
bridge can bring. The SBD
receives requests for 100 to 200
new bridges a year, but the
government can only takea
quarter of those requests. An
overwhelming 95 percent of the

groups that acivate women and
local commanitics are
prioritisd. Village groups
idenify the need for bridges,
provide locally available con-
struction materials and take
charge of outine maintenance.
“The major maintenance is shared
by the government and the
development commites
cqually
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Up in smoke
CANBERRA - The Victorian Court of Appea\ 'has overtumed an
earler ruling awarding over $400,000 in damages to a dying
smoker after dismissing a tobacco giant's defence on the.
grounds that it had destroyed thousands of relevant documents.
The court ruled in favour of a subsidiary of British American
Tobacco (BAT), the world's second biggest tobacco company,
and ordered a new trial on behalf of the smoker, Rolah McCabe,
who died from lung cancer in October.

Earlier this year, Victorian Supreme Court Justice Geoffrey
Eames struck out British American Tobacco Australia Services™
(BATAS) defence and awarded McCabe her damage claims.
Large numbers of documents about the health effects of
tobacco, as well as backup copies of the documents on compact
discs, were destroyed in 1998 following the dismissal of another
unsuccessful case against BAT Ausiralia.

‘The win makes it difficult for smokers to successfully sue
BAT on the grounds that their legal defence has been compro-
mised simply because of the destruction of documents. The
outcome of the case was crucial for BAT. The legal case
continues on behalf of McCabe’s estate. (1Ps)

Rx for the world

JoH ean Union (EU) rade commissioner

Pascal Lamy is uphea| atthe prospect of a World Trade Organi-

sation (WTO) deal to ease access to cheap medicine for

developing countries, despite the failure of technical talks in

Geneva last week. On a three country trip to southern Africa he

spoke of the EU's support for the medicines talks and in order to

“inject dynamism” into the Doha trade round. These negotiations

relate to the progress of the Doha Declaration, where changes

tothe Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agree-

‘ment made clear that healthcare took precedence over trade.
The 140-odd member states of the WTO must by the end

of Dec 2002 give substance to the agreement by making the

relevant changes to TRIPS. This would allow a greater

number of developing countries to manufacture and/or

import generic copies of patented drugs as well as

issue compulsory licences on patented drugs, all

of which have the function of lowering the

prices of life-saving drugs. One of the

issues hampering progress is attempts

by countries with big pharmaceutical

company to sub-categorise develop-

ing countries by income, thereby

limiting access to the new

medicines laws. (IPs)

ng famine

Ai

I ON-The Unit tes and international financial
institutions are partly to blame for the famine in Africa because
they push policies that fatten the coffers of multinational firms at
the expense of local economies and poor people, says a new
report from US-based Food First and the Insfitute for Food and
Development Policy.

Countries in southern and eastern Africa are in the throes of
an unfolding famine that threatens millions of people. Some
Western officials have said that the famine is due to a conver-
gence of multiple factors, some natural, such as drought and
floods. But other observers, including some African offcials
and civil society activists, say “man-made” reasons, like
government policy and programs promoted by international
creditors are at fault.

The Food First report is among few that point a finger
directly at US policies, arguing that as economic restructuring
works o erode a country of its food sovereignty, it also aids US
multinationals to pry open new markets for genetically modified
food, which is largely banned in the EU and Japan.

Raj Patel, author of the report, believes food aid is product
support for US farmers disguised by an “unimpeachable veneer
of humanitarianism”. (ps)

activists have been promised free access to the pesticides factory in
central Bhopal city, formerly owned by Union Carbide, which in 1984
was the scene of the world's worst ever industrial disaster. The
promise was made by Digvijay Singh, chief minister of Madhya.
Pradesh who said permission would be given for carrying out soil
tests and containment work on the site heavily contaminated with
toxic chemicals.

Singh has instructed his officers to drop charges against activists
of the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal (ICJB) who were
violently stopped by police last month from “containing” some of the
hazardous waste lying abandoned at the plant, now owned by US
based Dow Chemicals. Joshi said the police brutality and the arrests.
of 56 activists, 13 of them foreign nationals, reeked of the govern-
ment protecting the interests of Dow Chemicals rather than that of
the hapless victims or the safety of ordinary people in Bhopal.
Various Indian governments appear to have colluded with Union
Carbide in cover-up jobs. (ps)

Inmate abuse

vel

prisoners have again hmughl to the fore the inhumane conditions and
poor human rights record in Japanese prisons, concerns repeatedly
raised by rights watchdogs and ignored by authorities. While the use
of restraining leather belts with attached leather manacles, commonly
used in Japanese correction cells, has decreased in some prisons,
the Nagoya prison has recorded an increase in its use from 53 in
2001 to 148 so far this year.

Handcuffed prisoners often have to eat their meals and sleep
without th removed, treatment designed to ignore the
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COMMENT by ANDERS FOGH RASMUSSEN ANALYSIS by DANIEL C. LYNCH
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SummlnnCopenhagen In 1993, the

EU ook thefirststep ovards

integrating the nev democracicsof
m]andEmlmEumpunmth

faith.
“The mayhem of the Sccond World
War was followed by more than 40
years of Commaunist dictatorship

in Central and Eastern Europe.
EUcnk

ns.
“Thesccond questionis how to

continuethe negotations with

Bulguriaand Romania. In openla-

‘Western and European values
Europe’s leaders me

Copenhagen this week o unite our

continent in peaceful cooperation.

genvewil

Whatg Europeans

EU. have drcamt of sa long last
Fanewen. Itcangive pnpmmmmrmmump The  within reach, Leaders from both

Vlemhergmm dy d th Commission has pr avery i did:
From " Copen d e found for howthis hisoric decision.

Copenha-

gen”isthemoto ofthe Danish EU

Presidency. Iesavision ofaunique
d of De (s it

new European consciousncs.

canbcdon: Texpect that we can
fin on thisbasis.

Afer enyears ofprparaionthe
e final

The third relates to

1 deci I

lish thisask ganisethe EUin Turkey, with which & (0 Project Syndicte)
EU o ati yet begun.
politcal task of our generation. I dd d Th the new (Anders Fogh Rasmuussen s Prime
markstheendof the nagedyofthe  Thisisnccessaryinordertodevelop  Turkish government—andofthe  Ministerof Denmark)
OPINION by ANDREAS KAPPELER

Russia’s Islamic heritage

bloody chapter n a two hundred-year ‘colonial policy’ that began

R ussia’s attempts to subdue the Chechen insurrection are but another

with Russia’s subjugation of Caucastan mountain peoples in acruel
war that lasted for thirty ycars. This war lingered and flared well into the
carly Soviet eraand, in 1944, the entire Chechen population was forcibly

deported to Central Asia.

Fifiy years late, President Yelisin resumed
the war when Chechens madea new bid for
independence. From a historic perspecive, itis
moreappropriate to compare today's Chechen
war with the other great warsof the ra of
decolonialsation than s view itasa “Clsh

the whil, the fighting and ruined cities

I
of Chechnya casta shadow on the otherwise
much more complex encounter of Rusia with
the Iamic world. The Chechens arc only a
fraction of the 13 million Muslims who live in
Russia—9 percent ofthe toral population. While
attempring o crush the Chechen rebellion,
Russia has pursued a very different path inits
relaions with the Volga Tatars and Bashkirs. In
the carly 19905, Yelsin concluded bilateral
agreements with those republics, conceding

extensiveautonomy to Tatarstan and

Bashkortostan. Although restoration of central-

iscd politcal power in the Kremlin has marked
Puti's presidency Moscowand e o

d Russian republ

1l
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28 November from
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Call 536356 or 536338.

zdh:m o the Yelrsin-era bargain.

“Theambivalent relationship between Rusia
andits Muslims s decply roored i history:
Russia conquered Muslim terriories in the
Volga-Ural arca, Ca\lm&\uand CentralAsia,and brualy suppresed any

Islam is not a homogenous
entity and today’s conflicts

do not have religious or
civilising causes.

exceptions, Russia

perial overnment did notsupport Orthodor

cvangelism. Forced conversion was unknown.
Afier the Revol vietpolicy prescrved th

aspects of the old imperial approach. They tricd fo repress Islim asa
religion—as they tried to epress ll rligions. But the Soviets encouraged

the development of nations
identity and the chnicdentity of Sov

n ethnic

Muslims derived largely from their Islamic
culure, In this sense, the Soviers helped keep

Islam alive.

Overall, the history of Russian-Muslim

relaions contras with most West Eutpocan

government policies. Whenever Russa asin the

first hlfofthe 18" cenrury)or the Sovict Union
b

(in the late 19205 and 19305

d Islam, its

‘mism. In China, history often takesa

conflicbeoweentherising  very long ime.
middlcclass,rallyingon  (@rroject syndicare)
bothitsown behalfand thac

of he poor, and the (Daniel C. Lynchisassistant

Journal- professor
ists intellectuals, and atthe University of Southern
entepreneursreportedy  California and the author of “After

: - "

Invasion alternatives

he ith a hard questi bed.

addam Hussein d(\ﬁ not obev rhe iecunn, Council resolution on his

weapo president
ill ly, but the Council d " ifhe does not.
Theonly military b ) h thatis,
full-scale i way dth
First che fioh ) a

oncewrote: “Never,
Brainwashed Iaq forcs and  egime complicitat every el n Saddan’s
crimes, would be fighting to defend their homeland. This could mean
surcet fighting in Baghdad, use of biologicalor chemical weapons, an artack
o drawin Isacl, numerous military and civilian deaths and the further
destruction of a ravaged socity.

dwith lausible deoh

m mhl

Yorlemm P
e sid “housinds ufmum spclisinciafis il Wh ‘m
Irq

linguistic an

uney.”
the region loves Sadd:

rulers pointed o the Western exampl
Reverting o th imperial Russan rditon,

Boris Yeltsin sought
Muslim republis that desired autonomy or, as
Chechnya,independence. This tolerant posture
gave way towar in Chechnyain 1994, but the
armistice of 1996, which de facto recognised
Chechnya'sindependence, gaverise to new
hopes ofabetter future. Butafeer 11 September
2001, Putin has tried o legitimise the war in
Chechnya by allgning it to the war against

The Putin

terrorism.
Both Russiaand the West deem Islam the
new enemy. What they fail o se s that s
is nota homogenous entity and that today's
conflits do not have religious or civilsing
causes,butare rooted in political, social and
cconomicreasons.
’s focuson

popular

chird laughton an Islamic state, th
din Afgha

resistance. After loy;

Unnl the mid-19*

cury, sedentary Muslim e

co-opted into the imperialaristocracy, just s, in the 20° century, national
communist elte were absorbed into the Soviet nomenklarura.
Indecd, Rusi's contacts iththe Ml world gobuck thowsandsof

years and were rooted in a tradition of tolerance. Witha fe

Ru
hasn't learned from itslong history of engagement with Iskam. The
Chechen War s not partof some Clash of Civilisations, buta retreat to:a
colonial policy that failed. ¢ (© Pjct Syndicsce

(Andreas Kappeler s Drrecmroﬂbelnsmute /arEastEmpean History,
ofV of “Th ")

Universityo

The fouth dimension of ik s dweaken he

i outrges.
Fifth, the world economy is scalcc]v thriving, Would unrestin the main

oil-producing egion helpor hinder prosperiy? Explicit UN suppor for

invasion might casesome of thescisks, but it would not emove thern.
r s Sadchun have been of

The sledgehammer of invasion could
easily cause far more harm than theills it
seeks to stamp out.

Weneed k d WMDsites, presidential ds,th
d h i ber 2001 Republican Guard and other armed-force targers. T
onthe US The Bush Adi bim Saddam, and esablishhardeanceofthe UN lties. The
of his. ™! wotheUS  Council could also deckare t rany use, threator
and ohisregion. Buthe isweaker il now, he cannot hu theUs transfer of WMD), would tigger Saddarm's removal and his pursuitasan
ly, and he must know that intmational Miloseri
upon him. hange, not
ddam’s pe (WMDs) o pu . The US| !
terrorists, Hehead longithitso ar Tothrowh Idimp
I be brought to bear here. confined to th Thesledgeh i 1d casil

“The thind reason i his defianceof the Security Councilsince 1991 cannot
beallowed o stand. Butisa fullscale invasion the only way, anecessary and
proporionate way,ofullhatsim? Weought o consies therpeons ot
leasel Coundll,
Ielycrucil,may neversuppor nvasio.Irwould eodd o uphold he
Coundisauthoriy by meansthat filed o et s approval.

T Ty tosccep

cause far more harm than du AI]A itseeks to stamp out. Dalmg,\unh Saddam

does not need, and is not worth, a full-scale war. %  (@Project Syadicace)

(Sir Michael Quinlan is a former British Permanent Under
Secretary of State for Defence, has been Director of the
Ditchley Foundation, and i Visiting Professor at King’s
College London,)

humanity of the victim, says Koichi Kikuta, professor of law at Meij
University. Prisoners cannot subscribe to newspapers, can write only
one letter a month to relatives, and all letters are subject to censor-
ship with deletions common. Japan has 189 prisons with 65,000
inmates, and prisons have 14.4 percent more inmates than they can
handle. Former inmates who were tortured while in detention have
begun to sue Japanese prisons. This despite the odds, as only about
five cases out of an average of 70 cases filed annually, win. (Ps)

igne: onesian
government and Acehnese rebels is not the first attempt at peace, but
many Acehnese hope the pact will be the last. The agreement, signed
in Geneva, consists of nine articles and heralds the end of a 26-year-
old separatist conflict between Jakarta and this Indonesian province:
that has claimed over 10,000 Acehnese lives. The accord allows
autonomy and elections in 2004 for a government, which would be
allowed to keep up to 70 percent of the province's oil and gas
revenues.

Jakarta, which had insisted that the Aceh conflict was a domestic
one and rejected any foreign interference in i, for the first time
allowed a foreign monitoring team in the province. The Free Aceh
Movement separatst rebels, formally known by their Indonesian
acronym GAM, has not shown their clear acceptance of the Jakarta-
pmposed Special Autonomy Law as it goes against its swand Ior

from Indonesia.

Bank and
Asian Deve\opmem Bank have pledged financial suppun for the
reconstruction of Aceh. (Ps)
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Twisting the truth

Pradip Nepal, central working committee member
CPN-UML, in Jana Astha, 11 December arey

Within a single week 150,000 Nepalis expressed their
support for policies adopted by the CPN-UML to
oppose the regressive royal move. The newspapers,
which had previously claimed that political parties
could not mobilise people published 11 different
reports on the mass mobilisation. Some newspapers
“black out” the news because their claims have been
refuted. The largest mass meeting was organised in
Butwal where, according to official government tallies,
nearly 60,000 people participated. More than 25,000
people turned up for the meetings in Pokhara.
| should have been happy, but | wasn't. On my return
after the radio therapy sessions | had written in the last
32 years the state had only tortured me. This time it
helped me and | should return the favour. | don't need
to be grateful for my cure. | need to pay the country back
before | leave this world. But a news item by the RSS
last week made me change my mind again. Perhaps |
would've been happier if | had died of my disease. Dr. Devkota can you give me the gift of
death?

Earlier, when | predicted the defamation of the political leaders would begin, my friends
scolded me for being too suspicious. They expected a degree of decency from the government.
Unfortunately | was right. The state owned news agency RSS, referring to an old report, tried to
tarnish the image of pro-multiparty leaders for spending more than Rs 10 million on medical
expenditures. The RSS generally ignores reports released by the Public Accounts Committee,
but this time it cited an old report to raise the issue. It is obvious that it is an attempt to damage
the image of political leaders so that the general people overlook what's happening within the
present government.

The ones without character will be unaffected, and those with strong characters are never
assassinated by the press. When Shrisha Karki committed suicide, Kishor Shrestha was
lambasted for his actions. Politicians may not commit suicide, but the RSS news was not less
painful in any way. Even Kishor Shrestha had not twisted the truth so severely. The RSS per-
spective makes it look like Man Mohan Adhikari had extracted Rs 450,000 to pay a printing
press for publishing election campaign leaflets. What can be a bigger journalistic crime than
the deliberate obstruction of truth and the fudging of facts?

It could have been lauded if RSS had dared to write that a person who is a minister in the
present “clean” government had his campaign leaflet bills reimbursed from the medical fund
provided to parliamentarians. But by twisting the truth it has blackened the face of the Nepal
Press Council and the Federation of Nepalese Journalists. | am not sure whether the council,
federation and other media organisations that bashed Kishor would be able to even touch the
RSS. It remains to be seen if the guardians of morality who compelled Kishor to publicly
apologise will be able to order the RSS to do the same.

Nepal has a precept and tradition of financially supporting the medical treatment of those
who contribute to the country. The late Man Mohan Adhikari and KP Oli were both offered these
benefits, as mentioned in the PAC report, after a serious helicopter accident. The RSS report
made it look like the political leaders had grafted the money out of the national coffer. It was
just a case of our country paying respect to these personalities for their contributions.

| state here that these series of attempts to defame the pro-multiparty leaders will continue,
because it is not merely journalism but, in fact, is politics.

Past lessons

rprs ofan interview widh
industialist Mohan Gopal Khetan
Drist 10 December

“Businessmen like s should not
alk much or getinvolved in
politics. We are waiting to sec if the
government willhold talks with the
Maoistsand the outcome.
Historically we know that King
Tribhuvan had aso promised to
hold dloct "

Ki
Shashan”(Good Governance)
Deshanter, 8 December
avwR®
Irregularicis in public works
undertaken by the Birgan munici-
paliy is nothing new but the scale of
irtegularicics in the construction of
the children’s park at Laxmanapa
haseclipsed all past scandals, The
municipality hasalready paid the
contractor for the park, Adarsha
Nirman Company,awhopping Rs
6.5 million outof the toral bill of Rs
892 million. Theactual costof
filling he land at current markee
pricewould not be more than

payments to the tunc of Rs 13.70
per cubic feetof land-fl, bu
contacorsin the Birganj municipal-

ship for the release of Gopal
Khambu,a minister of the
“Centmal People’s Govern-
ment” of the Maost party and
president of the Khambuwan
National Fron, currenly in
Maoist custody. Theyalso
demand decision-making
positions for Kiratis within the
Maoist party structure, The
agitating party workers have
also founded an independent
Progressive Kirat Intellccrual
Forum to pressurise the party
Ieadership.

“Thisis the sccond blow o
the Maoist leadership from its
Kirati workers. Earlicr, they
openly expressed displeasurcat
Khambu's arrest. A recent
mecting of the intellectual
forum, coordinatcd by Subhas
Bantawa, demanded recogni-
tion of Gopal Khambu's

ity area chargea , the
Rs 6 per cubic feet for the same 1ob. Kh\mbuwm Movsmsm. for
“Thisi ion,”said Ram ~ their and dedica-

Rajya Yadav,alocal journalist. Chicf
omu Planning Divison of the

Prakash Man

assembly. Many of us now realse
the constituent assembly was part of
an Indian grand design t turn
Nepal into another Sikkim. Sending
King Tribhuvan back to Kathmandu
and making Matrka Prasad Koirala
Nepal's premier wasalso part of
that dsign. King Tribhuvan ater
came o knowabout such manoeu-
viing, backracked from the
proposition and appointed the
rebellious KI Singhas prime
ministr. We mustlook nosich

Singh Amatya, also admitted that
the payment made was much higher
than theactual work done.
Alocal esident, Yogendra
Sahan, fileda complaint ac the
Commission for Investigation of
Abuseof Authority (CIAA)against
the then Mayorof Birganj munici-
paliy, Bimal Shrivastav, and other
Senoroffics. The CLA sked the
then Chief Distrct Offcer of Parsa
(Birgan s the headquarters of Parsa
distic), Narayan (;opal Malego, to

past ly
about the nation, nationality and

Malego,

however, did not take a

democracy.
Regarding theallegacionsof
former Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, Isill doubt his
credentials. The king could
reappoint Deuba s prime minister
and include che Maoistleader
Baburam Bhattarai and others in his
government fsuchasituaton
arose, parties like the Nepali
Congressand the UMLuillbe
ined, especially i that govern-
ment decided to opt foran interim
" el N

1obring heclprt o ook, Now
Abdul Rais

is Khan, who succeeded
ommitted to look into

the matter is resolved and the new
CDO takes concrete action.

Sanghu, 9 December

tion towards the Maoist party.
‘The mectingalso warned any
action that migh hure Kirati
sentiment could causea rift
berween the Maoists and the
Kirati.

Inaresolution adopred by
the mecting, the Kiratis have
cautioned that failure to
recognise their contribution
may jeopardise the very
existence of the Maoist party.
The resolution says that the
Maoist leadership should
respect the revolutionary spiric
of the Kiraris as poentially
able o lead the whole nation
cowards liberation. The
documentsigned by Subhas
Bantawa appeals to the Maoist
Ieadership to find a solution of
the Maoist-Khambu debare
through dialogue, patience and
forbearance.

Rebelling Kiratis claimed
that they were compelled o
take such steps against the
Maoist leadership because they
fear for thelifc of Khumbu. An
influential Maoist central

The party worl h
hep

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

ing for the battle of

up. Once this decisive battl
starts,truth il prevailand the people will b the ulimatevictors.”

- Bamdev Gauta di ber of the CPN (UML), add

programin Kathmandu.

interaction

Sheepskin: Democracy

TUHE Robin Sayami in Himal Khabarpatika, 215 December

ultimatum to the Maoist leader-

Mohan
Baidya (alias Kiran) s rying to
finda resolution.

Easy, rlders'

injuries among piion riders and pedestrians were

Chalphal, 8 December

It s00n going to be mandatory for pmmn e
wear helmets and for drivers to wear seat blts. The
Valley Traffc Police Ofice hasn't stated the exact
date when the rule will be implemented but they are
preparing drivers to adjust to tis rule. The Vehicle
and Transport Act 2049 provides for safety measures
for vehicle drivers and pilio riders but so far the

rules haven't been enforced.

Experts feel it time to implement these laws
with the increase in the number of vehicles and
deteriorating road conditions. The Kathmandu
Valey Traffic Control Police office held a discussion
progra last week highiighting the need for helmets
and safety bels. This would see a decrease in
fatalites, especially in two wheeler accidents.
Motorcyists, pilion riders, and pedestrians were
likely to get hurt on an equal ratio according to
accident data collected by the Valley Traffc Police
Office over e past six months and a survey
conducted among 185 motorcyclists at Bir Hospital
The survey revealed 32.2 percent of the drivers
suffered serious head injuries. The figures head

19.4 percent and 48.4 percent. Fatalies among
drivers was 33.3 percent, the same among pilion
riders was 32.4 percent, and 33.4 percent for
pedestrians. The survey also indicated that 40
percent o the drivers, 18.9 percent of te pilion
riders, and 40.6 percent of pedestrians sufered
broken limbs during accidents. The Kathmandu
Valley Traffc Police Office, however, maintains that

while motorcyclist are likely to suffer 80 percent

expected (o fise.

injuries in an accident,their passengers will suffer
100 percent injuries.

The question is why did it take a decade to
implement an act that was made 10 years ago? The
need is greater today, say traffc oficials, owing to a
greater number of vehicles and the deteriorating
conditon of roads. On 28 November, the National
Transport Security Committee meeting chaired by
the Minister for Labour and Transport passed the
proposal. However, traffic experts feel it il take
time before we see results because transport
entrepreneurs will need time to fit their vehicles
with safety belts. The sale of motorbike helmets is

Back at Sundatijal >23

“The king has no alternative
but compromise”

There is a strange sense of déja vu as
we read these pages from BP’s diary
where he tries to analyse his
predicament and the options before
King Birendra in 1977. Some of the
issues of parliamentary democracy
and monarchy could be mistaken for
the debate 25 years later following
King Gyanendra’s October Fourth
move to take over executive power. The only difference is that
BP was fighting for freedom and justice, whereas the clamour for democracy by
his political successors today carry a hollow tone.

21 February, 1977

Sundarijal

Today's Rising Nepal carried the news of confirmation by the
Supreme Court of death sentences passed by one man
tribunal. What is intriguing is that BK Mishra was also involved
in the statement of Capt Yagya Bahadur Thapa. This news
says that Captain has made the statement before the tial
court that by a joint direction of Girija, GM and BK, he was
made the leader of the group that went to capture
Okhaldhunga and set up a parallel govt there. | can under-
stand GM and GP but why BK? What is the purpose of the
govtin getting this statement from Capt Thapa? BK has
recently been given amnesty and had only less than 2 months
ago come to Kathmandu to test the validity of the amnesty. He
has been pardoned—does amnesty granted to him extend to
this case also in which he has been involved? GM thinks that
he has been implicated in this case just to affront India. He
thought when BK was amnestized that it was a part of the
appeasement policy towards India. | am a little worried by the
news. At least it complicates the situation in which the
chances of a dialogue between the king and us would appear
less clear if anything, GM remains firm in his conviction that
the king has no alterative to a compromise with us. He is
equally firm that his relation with India is deteriorating, and
there is no chance of the differences with India being
composed. Why | am not so cock sure?

Iam in tolerably good mood. The black moods that | used
to be subjected to | am free from—although my health is not
that good. | get headaches, which is a new symptom with me.
I never suffered from headache, lack of sound sleep. | now
know what headache means.But now | get constant head-
ache and buzzing noise in my head. | think | have lost some
weight also. | hope itis nothing serious. The tensions involved
in the initial period of adjustment to the life of a total segre-
gated incarceration may be the main factor for the loss of
weight.

| didn't write anything today. Brooded over an article on
the importance of party politics in Nepal which | propose fo
write. Jotted down some points for the article. Since a few
days | amin a mood of writing, but lack of any books,
particularly reference books and congenial and helpful
company like that of Shailaja who can assist me in any work
is impeding my enthusiasm. | am conscious of the poor quality
of my writing. This is because there are no reference bnoks I

books also. They il
prove provocative—a kind of useful dlalugue is sbarled I need
assistant also, it al k king abilty

My political writing particularly is some kind u( slalemem of my
conviction or defence of my stand. Itis again in the nature of

adialogue. | also very much need Shailaja today in this mood
of mind when | am itching for writing. She understands me
and has her own mind too.

22 February, 1977

Sometimes | am assailed with doubts as to the correctness of
our present line in pursuance of which we returned to Nepal
without any assurance from the opposite side of a positive
response to our line. | remember Sushila's advice not to return
to Nepal in such uncertain, in her mind, negative attitudes on
the part of the king. She never thought that the king would
respond to our gesture in the same spirit of nationalism in
which we have made it. With Mahendra, according to her,
such a gesture would have perhaps produced some good
results, but with the present king nobody could be sure of
anything. In such a situation, the decision of ours to return to
Nepal were fraught with extensive danger. Moreover,
according to her reasoning, the king would feel greatly
relieved to have us at his disposal and would be happy to
promptly throw us behind bars and be done with a problem
The fight for demacracy would suffer once we were removed
from the position from where we could actively guide the
movement. She was fully convinced that our imprisonment
would be the end of the struggle for democracy in Nepal. She
has very sound instinct. | don't know if her instinct in the
present case of ours is also sound. Of course, | did not
accept her argument. As a matter of fact | didn't even
consider it seriously. Today | remember her admonition and
doubts assail me. In two previous occasions also | didn't
accept her advice—1. When | became Home Minister in spite
of her advice to me against it, 2. At the time of my being PM
she again advised me not to go in for that office. Her idea of
the role that fitted me was of a Gandhi, who exercised
influence without being in the seat of power, According to her,
this denial on my part would enhance my standing with the
people and educate my colleagues and political workers on
the idea that there was a better way of serving people than
through the occupation of seats of power. The unseemly rush
for power would be curbed by my grand gesture, efc etc. |
don't know if it would have been better so far as | am
concerned if | had acted on Sushila’s advice, whether my
effectiveness as a political leader would have been greater or
whether it would have been reduced to nullity. | am, however,
inclined to think that on those two occasions in the past her
advice was not sound if only from a purely success point of
view. The two important offices that | occupied did add up to
my personality and political prestige. The present direction of
ours is irrevocable. Do dear Sushila, even you should wish
now that | have taken a correct decision.

In the December Himal

Diagporiaccigpositions FashioningtheNRI
The' Madrasi’ of Malaysia: Being* Indiian’ in Southesst Asa
Exposingthesaffron brigade'sfundraising scam
Starvationamidst surplus: Thebusinessof hunger
Ved Mehtastempest of sdif-revelation
Sashaying through structural adjustment: Theugly businessof beaty
Hindutvaindoctrination: Growingintotheir knickers

Nepal’sbloody November
Tibetan cadrestoday: Collaboratorsor patriots?

FICTION

The mattia
Ram Kumar’s sotr artI

Winner of the British Council Short Story
Competition (18-35 category).

sescscesscesccessscesscssscsssesse

by RANJAN ADIGA

Nepal. Married for thiry-five years o the same devoted woman
and working year afier year amidst the same stack oflediger files, he
could be best described as normal. With gaunt features,thick horn
rimmed spectaclesanda toothbrush moustache, Ram looked s fhe was
borno bea bank etk Nowatthe ageoffifyfv,withjust chrce rore
he had onl, fulfill his

R am Kumar was a second-class officer in The National Bank of

youngson marrid.

Maya Devi, Ram's better halfwas  smalland stout wornan, Physically
they madeastringecouple, ke an unmched pir ofshoes. His vy,

y sagging milk However, when they
were married, appearance was insignificant, Keepingwith Hindu tradi-
ions,they had seen each other only a few days before their marriage had
been arranged. Nowafter yars ofsoldarity,you could say their union was
an old gray nstitucion, slowly weatheringbut never falling. Ram did not
remember the last dime he physically displayed love o hiswife. Only

; 1 ke vwork ouc black and white pi

Maya Deviwas uneducated and before she had leamed to play asa
child,she was taught to submit herselfto fare. The fte of being born a giel
hid levascaculinsilledin erhatal s grovoldbefore m“
grewup St nubile owel

Tooked up to her nineteen-year- nld husband sa e hgur, an mpres-
sion that lefean indelible mark in her mind. In the course of her lfe, her
sole purpose had beento bearchildren for her husband and look afier
them. Day in and day out. It scemed thatin their maried lfe she had
been everythingto Ram, froma fichful servant toa

[
theirson Rajesh, ina
ied houseina
dusty suburbof he
town. The pecled off
paintingon the fagade
told theage ofthe
houseand lke every
other house clustered
in their neighbour-
hood, a allantennac
shotup from their
roof, elling che world
theyowneda TV sct.
Rajesh was the
youngestand the only
sonamongthe five
d..um, Ayoungman
nineteen, he had just
finished college. HLwmfmlnnddﬂuhJndhgd[wul.lhﬁmw ingin his
futhersshadow, verydecsion i s fewaslken by is fher, it
from the kind of clthes he would wearto the college he went to, which
heobliged without questioning.

Tn college he had taken a fancy to some ofche girl n his class butthe
courage to go-and speak to them was always thwarted by his father's
loomingshadow that stuck to him like his own. On the last day of college,
Rita,the gil fimousfor her loose hairand looser remarks confided in him,
rollinghereyes na pariculr vay.

“You know Rajeh, had it notbeenfo hat pencil moustacheofyours,
youand could havebeena hit em.”
de her remarks and vanished, buti

d the wings of

Rajesh’s heart and forthe irs ime i his fe, without his fther's consent,
e shaved, and walked around like  blushing peeled porato.

Now, asa graduatin scence, ajsh s the thieshold of crcer
His facher, who b ofhi had
wsed allhis resources,spoken to llfrends and relatives o putin a word
or two at various sectors of His Majesty’s Government, Finally a
neighbour who knew people in high places agreed to put n his
influence,

“Look Ram /i, Iwill have to stoop down to a lor of fficers;
eventually your son should not et my name be tarnished.” The
neighbour's word came down as  stern warning.

‘And o after months of groping around, Rajesh finally landed up
with ajob, as  sub-overseer for a road consruction project, under
His Majesty’s Government, in the western region of Nepal. Ram
himselfaccepted the offer with folded hands. With pride in heart and
trepidation in his cyes, he sent his son off, on a rickety bus, to work in
one of the most rural parts of the country.

Rajesh’s work consisted of going to the fields all day, carrying
maps and running around to the engineers’ orders. He stayed at the
staff colony, a cluster of white single soried houses with in roofs, the
only prosperous township in the impoverished lands of the village.
Each employee was given a room with an attached bathroom, The
rooms were sparsely Furnished with a bed, and a creaky steel cup-
board, which was like an old woman treasuring secrets of everybody
who occupied the room. (To be continued in Issue #124)
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ABOUT TOWN

FESTIVAL AND EXHIBITIONS

+ Snow and other adventures: “Poems in Frames” by Mark Wyatt at Lazimpat
Gallery Café, Lazimpat

# Cubism by Surendra, paintings by Shova and ceramic sculptures by Cecile
Houdret at Park Gallery till 25 December. Park Gallery, Patan. 522307

< Woodturning in Kathmandu by Dan Hogan, and Unspoken Words: new
Tibetan Calligraphy by Dhumakhang at Indigo Gallery, Kathmandu. 8AM-6PM till
14 January. 413580

EVENTS

% Meditation for the lazy and the inspired with Wayne Amtzis. 5.30-6.30PM on 13 December.
Free entry. Live classical vocal music by Sunita Mishra and Indira Maharjan.

5-6PM on 15 December. Rs 100. Both at Everest Book Shop, Baber Mahal Revisited.
everest@vianet.com.np. 253337

Shukrabar Classical Music at Patan Museum on Friday, 13 December, 5PM onwards Tickets

Rs 500. 218517

Summit Christmas Bazaar Textiles, wood carvings, ceramics and barbeque. 4-9PM,

13 December. Free entry. Summit Hotel. 521810

Hyatt Winter Tennis Championships from 16-21 December, all categories. Hyatt Regency
Kathmandu, 491234

Teaching and TaraInitiation by Lama Thubten Zopa Rinpoche. 4PM on 14 December (minimum
donation Rs.500). Himalayan Buddhist Meditation Centre, Kamaladi, Ganesthan.
email:hbmc@mos.com.np. 221875

“Licence to Thrill” Premiere Party at 1905 with Chef Thomas Kilroy at 1905, Kantipath. Rs 2000
for the movie at Jai Nepal Cinema followed by drinks, dinner and dance. Tickets at Kilroy (414448),
1905 (225272) and Jai Nepal (442220)

Religious peace rally organised by the Religion and Peace Academy Nepal (RAPAN) begins at
2PM from Bhadrakali on 14 December. 415213

R

£

s

USIC
< Carlsberg Rock Yatra 1974 AD in concert, 4 PM onwards on 14 December at Dasrath Stadium.
Tickets at Nanglo Bakery Café and Blue Bird Departmental Stores. 529726
% Jatrama JAZZ Standard jazz tunes by Friends of Music. 6.30 PM onwards on 15 December.
Chaksibari, Thamel. 211010
% Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Thamel.
1336

DRINKS

4 The Coffee Shop, Hotel de Annapuma introduces a fine range of world class coffees from
Kenya, Brazil and Colombia.

% Paddy Foley's Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thursday
and Sunday nights. 416096.

< Friday Indulgence Taste 12 Scottish single malts for Rs 999 at the Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak and
Yeti. 248999

D

Multi Cuisine at Nanglo's Deli, relocated to Durbar Marg. 224707

Wood fired pizzas, cocktails and coffee at the Roadhouse Café, Thamel

Christmas hampers and special pastries at The Lounge, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu from

21 December. 491234

Taste of Beijing Roast duck and other Chinese meat, fish and vegetarian delicacies. Beijing Roast
Duck Restaurant, Birendra International Convention Centre. 468589

Tukche Thakali Kitchen Buckwheat, barley, bean, and dried meat specialties. Also brunch with
porridge and pancakes, all raw material from Tukche village. Durbar Marg.

EE R

GETAWAYS

+ Bardia Bonkers Freshwater dolphins, giant tigers, elephants, safaris, rafting, evening cocktails,
traditional food. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com.

< Birdwatching, short hikes, writing 30 minutes from Kathmandu at Shivapuri National Park.
Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years Shivapuri Heights
Cottage, www.escape2nepal.com. Email: steve@escape2nepal.com

4 Tea House Combo Room, breakfast, Nepali thali dinner, swimming, jacuzzi. Rs 700 per head on
twin sharing for Nepalis and expats, Tea House Inn, Nagarkot, 410432

% Writing Retreat Full board package. Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing and
nature at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

4 Christmas and New Year Packages at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

lFor inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes com ]

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDR H)

This satellte image taken on Wednesday aftemoon
shows awesterly front over Pakistan being smeared by

the jetstream. The Himalayan range is keeping the worst

of the cold at bay, but this front is threatening some
precipitation into western Nepal, which needs the rain

bady. But the front lacks strength and moisture to drive

on towards Kathmandu. By the time they arrive here,

they will have been wrung out by the cold and dry polar

winds. Expect wisps of high clouds that will dim the

sunshine and foggy mornings that willsend the mercury

plummeting further.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fii sat sin Mon Tie
2006 i 1906 2005 2004 2003

BOOKWORM

Present Fresh

AMeditation Manual on

Wisdom

Chokyi Nyima Rinpoche
Rabgjung Yeshe Books, 2002
Rs1635

In this series of teach d

dabb

Tibetan meditation master and author,

Chok N imkinnnh a

arriving

atthehearof Buddhist pracic. s he quintesenialadviceon the necesiisfor

‘The Yoga of Breath: A Step-by-Step Guide to Pranayama Richard Rosen

Shambala, 2002
Rx 1225

Rosen introds the fund: Is of thi

Indian method of

smdy and sclf- u.\nsl’ormmon Theapproachis nalmm and 2yt follow with charmd

breath an

y clear illustrations.

‘The Dzogchen Primer: Embracing the Spiritual Path According to

The Great Perfection

Marcia Binder Schmidt ed.
Shambala, 2002

Rs 1470

Gathered hereis b ccessibl

d hwritis blished

thissubject

in English. Itinclud

Al known and

Padmasambhava, Milarepa, Shantideva, Chogyam Trungpa, and Tulku Urgyen

Rinpoche, amongothers.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Give yourself the gift of Reflexology !
email: buddhasfeet or ring 425-931

Visit Ground Zero Fine wines,
designer candles, cards, exclusive
Nepali paper products,

silver jewellery, wooden items,
perfumes and more. Darbar Marg,
opposite Hotel de I'Annapurna

Naked Chef — Room, breakfast, dinner package
program NRs.1440
or US$19 Tel: 413628/680006

For Rent:

A fully furnished one bedroom apartment house
is available for rent in Handigaon. Five Minutes
walk from Bhatbhateni Supermarket. Please
contact Joshi at Tel. 412012 (8 - 10am / 7-9 pm)

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

) and Shipa
bout love, fa
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JAINEPAL CINEMA

witha | 12.15 noon, 3.15 PM, 6.15 PN
Telephane booking: 44 e

onFM102.4

BBC World Today

BBC Reporting Religion
BBC Agenda

BBC auret @ar

BBC aursft &ar

wafer (Ifgar afxwn

zadt (fasama srazfwan

FrsEwT HY (@AaEfaE fawgar agw)
mifra sfaar

gty famr (gerarefasg @zwd)
Fadifas Asa

Mon-Fri  0615-0645
Sat 0615-0645
Sun 0615-0645
Daily 2045-2115
Daily 2245-2300
Sun-Fri 0740- 0800
Sun-Fri 0800- 0830
Sun-Fri 2000- 2030
Sat 0800- 0830
Sat 1930- 2000
Sat 2000- 2030
E-mail:

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681, Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227

Radio Sagarmatha

Music

hen an audiencesings
ng,,wkwwﬂ
hasarrived. Chancesare

everyonear Carlsberg's Rock Yatra
on Saturday will know thelyrics to
1974 AD's* Pahilo Junim’. You
could say a band with enough fans
tovarmncaconcertin Nepal s

had several high-profie gigs,
includinga US tourcarlcr this
year, and several successful albums
to their name.

The 1974 AD sound is what
Nirakar Yakthumba, the bassist
and unofficil spokesperson,
describesas “fusion rock”. They

e Tevievnd people,
those fortunate enough to gec
tickets—even ificis in the nose
bleed scetion high up on the
bleachers,are xpected toattend.
1974 AD began when six
young men got together in 1994
toshare thei love of masic. Eight
years late they are probably
Nepal's most popular and best-
loved band. They ve comealong
way since their caly jam sessions
in Nirakar's garage. The band has

love o experimentwith styles m
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“They've donated time and moncy
for the Jasutara Arc Foundation and
raised funds for the Red Cross
inNepal.

“Two days before the first
Carlsberg Rock Yatra the band was
hard at practice Sanjay Shrestha,
the percusionist, cven confessed to
feing e nenous. 1974 D

Travelliss.?

Business or pleasure,
now you can travel with
afree mind

TRAVEL MEDICAL
INSURANCE:

overs

- Personal accident

- Medical + Emergency
expenses

- Hospital benefit

- Loss of checked baggage

- Delay of checked
baggage

- Loss of passport

- Personal lability

Siddhi Bhawan, Kantipath
PO Box: 10675 Kathmandu
Tel: 243631, 255675, 755680, 269216, 269217
Fex: O77.1-2400
ail: com.np

genres. They bel
Shved v andvitha poscive
message. Their consistent
dedication to musicand a steadily
climbing profile ed to celebriy
endorsements from Royal Enfield
and Carlsberg, The latter is the
sponsorfor Rock Yatrasin
Kathmandu, Dharan and Pokhara
“The band has used their rock
tar status o promote many social
projects, probably inspired by the
Trish band U2, who they admire.

They are the starters, the main
cventand the grand finale to what
promiscs to be truly spectacular

Band membersare from lef to
tight, above: Sanjay, percussion;
Nirakar, bass: Phiroz, guitar,
thythm and vocals, Bhanu,
thythm; Adrian, drums and vocals
and Manoj, thythm. ¢

Carlsberg Rock Yatra, 4PM onards
14 December at Dasrath Rangasala.

CELEBRATE your X-MAS at
DHULIKHEL LODGE RESORT

Escape from Kathmandu and enjoy your Christmas at scenic
Dhulkhel Lodge Resont Diring with panoramic Himalayan
views, Goreto Fireplace B:
Includes a Glass of wine, Accommaodation, Special Christ-
mas dinner, Breakfast and More...

Per couple per room rate NRs. 2002.00
50% discount for second night stay.

REVIEW

Chandwadkar has undergone a steady transforma-

tion in the past two years. In the group show Artists
Without Borders, Prakaash's paintings stood out
through their unfolding energy. Prakaash embodied
himself through the repeated thrust of the brush and a
persistent outpouring of colour. In his next two shows at
the Siddhartha Gallery—Bodhi Leaves and Bamiyan
Buddha—Prakaash refied on the steady presence of a
single field of colour and the locating force of
Buddhist symbol.

Prakaash's temperament cooled down; his chaotic
diaspora of colour held to the centre and a presence of
peace emanated from his work. In Shakti-Sthal
Prakaash attempts to integrate these two strategies.
Embodied energy and placating space meet in these
works. The signifying presence of Hindu and Buddhist
symbols place the viewer in a centrifugal fied of colour
within or near cloud banks of centrpetal brush strokes
Each painting has a qualty of its own, but the display
as a whole establishes a space that is both contempla-
tive and expressive. The repetiion of symbols across
the boundaries of the paintings seduces the viewer into
believing in the redemptive power and beauty of
painting.

“The maix for his work is Kathmandu Valey. For
the Bamiyan Buddha exhibit Prakaash took hundreds
of photos of Buddhas located throughout the Valley.

T he work of the Indian artist, Prakaash

by WAYNE AMTZIS

Paslagalis

The force of that which is worshipped
|s diminished and yet reclaimed.

seeeceesescesscsscsse

These he set in his paintings. For Shaki-Sthal
Prakaash visited the power places to photograph idol,
stone, tree root, shrine, niche and alcove—wherever
the hand of the worshipper could be seen. Hundreds of
photos representing these intimate Sources of power
also figure in this multfaceted exhibit. Where the
worshipper offers powder, blood or the touch of her
hand in fites of worship, Prakaash paints. The immedi-
ate force of that which is worshipped s diminished and
yet reclaimed. With the photos the presence of the
Shaki-Sthal almost manifests itself. To bring forth the
power of the stone-shaped gods and the colourful
blessings of puja, Prakaash has printed in vinyl 4x5
foot enlargements of the smaler idols.  With these
images as with the paintings, beauty usurps innate
force and the contemplative power of the intellect
demands appreciation rather than worship.

It may be that Prakaash wishes to extend this
reclamation to the very space of the gallery. Attempt-
ing to establish a contemporary Shakii-Sthal, Prakaash
has set, within the forest of his paintings and photos, a
brass lingam in a mandala of water surrounded by four
televisions screening images of a man and a woman
(Wang Sai Kwan and Sujata Sitoula) dancing. Does
this improvised shrine and dance suggest the secular
equivalent of worship? On the second floor of the
galery Prakaash’s brass lingam has grown in height—
this time surrounded by an encampment of photos. For
the casual onlooker an exhibit of painting, photogra-
phy, sculpture and installation in  gallery setting
evokes not the awe-felt immediacy of devotion but the
smile that accompanies an aestheic sense of pleas-
ure. When the power gained through contact with the
Valley's Buddhas and Hindu deiies manifests through
the muted energy of his brush work, where the matrx of
that encounter remains in the paintings and through
the interplay of the depicted icons, Prakaash's work
becomes a Shakii-Sthal. ¢

Shakti-Sthal, Power Places of the Valley: the multi-
media art of Prakaash Chandwadkar

Siddhartha Art Gallery, Babar Mahal Revisited

Till 8 January.

Summit X-mas Night Market
Friday 13" December 2002
From 4 -9 pm
For Textiles, Wood Carving,
Ceramics, Candes, Posters,

Jewelry, Brass, Paper Goods &
tore!

Delicious Snacks/ Summit Punch
and more, followed
Summit's Famous Friday BBQ
Free Entry!
ALLWELCOME!
For more details: 521810
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Kingdom of Boredom

bore so that wildlife enthusiasts can track this evolving

fier eing hunted nearly to extinction, wild
b lif d have
returned to oururban jungles with a venge-

anc ()nlydmmommg,oncof:hnmw.urc.uimg(h(

Larin name: Sus scrofa soporifica

diowi
brcakmg news thatthe presidentand people of Benin
have just been cordially elcitated on their National
Day by our eaders who have wished he Beninese
peoplethe eternal peace and prosperity that have
cluded us. The second main point n the news bulletin
over the Boring Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) was
that the Ministry of Denial has continued to deny
having never exactly sid in so many words that
the state airline should be sold ifatall to the
lowest common denominator. And the
third main news was that the prime
miniser hasstressed once more
thatonly by working
together will we be
ableto builda
futuristic Nepal just
like we have n the past.

Asanendangered
species, ourwild boresare
relted ok word sines Lik the, thy ave [hk

+ Wild Bore, Male Chauvinist Pigler,
ma» Swine, Old Sow, Miss Piggy, Porky, Wart
Hog, Policeman
Local names: Bangur, Bandel
Favourite song:“Kja boar bhayo” by the Rock Yogis
Habitat: UN conferences, SAARC summits,
national sminarsand workshops on sustainable
development, and scattered across Bore-

Behaviour: Naturally gregarious,
wsuall nocturnal, in daytime
sometimes known to snore
loudly during break away sub-
groupson peaceand develop-
ment, mature males drifeoff
afier dusk o nighspots in small
bachelor herds,tend to dominate
open forums where they neverasks
questions bt make assesof themselves
by holding forth on their curriculum vitae. mmature
|uvLmlu prone inchraion and excesivechticr
le

innate capacy o rendera fully

unconsciousat thirty-pacesjus by opening dmr oo disilles.

snouss Zoologicly spekins the wld bore i I farrowing, ith d

feguenty lesh chat they have the biggesttusks, and
hical range that xtend the rh.ml-m) dmost piglts in the orest, sows tend to

mld.hx"\ufuur].lmﬂunkulngdumufB(mdum
“They can be found frequently i the vcinity of
regional conferences on democracy and develop-
ment where they can be sported foraging for the
root causes of poverty. They take abundant coffec
breaks, prefacingall their remarks with: “Let me
putitchisvay...”

Asaservi

toourreaders,we have put togethera
e ultogld

quietabout their ocstrus cyclesso they wont be
bo:hu(d by boisterous bores used to geting their own
way.

Diets Omivorous butthe minly o aifin food,
cookies, urnips, tubers and bulbs. Nota fusy cater,
will gobble up anythingificsfee.

Vital statistics: Back from the political wilderness,
no more on the endangered lst and future survival

NEPALI SOCIETY

Gazallb

hey say only true romantics
T understand gazals, slow

sentimental songs that talk
of lovers’ eye lashes, broken
hearts and starry nights. These
cold winter evenings in a hidden
comner in Chabahil you will hear
the melancholy melodies of
Nepali and Hindi gazals of
legends like the late Narayan
Gopal, Amber Gurung, and
Jagiit Singh wafting into the
alleyway,

No,it's not a gazal restau-
rant we are about to visit. Itis the
home of Sailesh and Sailendra
Singh. The brothers are not your
usual gazal singers clad in

Indian kurtas, and 24-year-old
Sailesh and his two years sibling
Sailendra are not celebrity names.
Like most prodigies Sailesh’s
interest in music started at a very
young age when his father noticed
him playing percussion with any old
cans, or even the dinner plate.
Atthe age of five he was
presented with a madal, and his

S

taught his brother to play the
tabla.

By then both the brothers were
ready 1o get into serious music. At
the first nationwide Narayan
Gopal Music Trust competition in
1987, Sailesh stood second,
beating several hundred competi-
tors from all over the country. Two
yeavs later he won the first prize in

father

keeper was so amazed at Sa\\esh s

talent he gave a hefty discount on

the instrument. Sailesh was further

encouraged in school by his music

teacher who sharpened his skills

with a variety of drums. In 1987, his

performance in front of the entire

royal family with 12 different drums

at the same time won him praises

from the Queen Mother herself.
But as he approached

adolescence, Sailesh found

himself in trouble. His voice

started to crack. Luckily, his

deeper voice tumed out not to

be a disadvantage at all.

And to give his songs the

same melody as before,

Sailesh started playing

the harmonium and

. saw
Nepa\ had all (h\s music talent,
and its only because they don't
get the exposure and the
opportunity that they remain
hidden,” says Sailesh. Last year
his duet song with a female
partner was nominated in the Hits
FM Music Awards,
With their whole lives ahead
of them, the sky s the limit
for the talented Singh
brothers. So, what plans?
Sailesh answers
solemnly: “We want
to make our
country proud
ofus.” ¢

xow

Carisberg
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