‘There is really nothing to destroy here in Humla.’

abita Lama used to run a string of health
posts in Nepal’s most remore and harsh

regions, providing free medical care to
women and children.

After her clinics in Torpa was desroyed six
months ago by Maoists,vilagers ticd to talk them
into leaving health posts alone. But they destroyed
the clinic in Albang too. “They told us they
don’t want any NGOs here, they want to destroy
cverything built by the governmentand have
republic,” Babita Lama told us. “Now we have to
take our sick to Muchu or Simikor.”

Tewas Humla's emoreness that had saved the
diseict from the worst ffects of the insurgency, but
that docsn’tseem to be a protection any longer.
Maoistsare cven travelling across the border into
Tibet to buy winter clothes and food, and Chinese
border guards ar Taklalot now cxaminc the clbows
of Nepalis. If hey are rough and scratched, they
arc aken for Maoists and rcfused entry.

“Weused to be neglected by Kathmandu even
in normal times, now it is much worse,” says Jivan
Shahi, the clected ex-chairman of the Humla DDC.
“Development has come to @ halt.” Even Humla's
highly effective food-for-work program has
slowed. Some 35 km of a vital road from the
Chinese border to Simikot s only half-finished
because dynamite isn't allowed.

“The Chinese have offered to build two bridges
in Hilsa and Muchu. “If only our own government
wasas supportive, Humla would be transformed,”
Shahi rold us, “But the most important thingis to
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restore peace, without that everything is futile.

Simikotairfield (scen in picture, above) will
remain a lifeline for food unil the road is com-
pleted. Subsidiscd ricci flown into Simikot from
Surkhet and Nepalganj afier the Maoists destroyed
bridges over the Karnali, The Maoists have set up a
checkpoint on the main southbound trail from
Humla, and take a tax of Rs 3 from every travellr.
Tourists bound for Mansarovar have to pay $100.
Villagers need a “visa” to go south. Locals necd
papers from both the Maoists and the district
administration to go anywhere.

Tronically, che food situation is not so bad
because the conflit has driven avay so many
people. Southern Hurnla s depopulating st there
arc few young men Ieft. Many of them had offered
to enlist in the security forces. “The Maoists were
going to come after us, so we offered to join the
police or army.” one young Humli in Nepalganj told
us. “They didn’t ake us, o we decided to ger our.”

A 200-strong police force i stationed near the
airport, The army unit has sct up a basc on Rani
Ban, a serategic ridge above the main bazar. But at
10,500 f, icis bitterly cold and windy here for the

. “Forget about protecting the headquar-
ters,” onc of them grumbled. “We arcjust rying
not to frecze to death.”

“The sccurity forces arely go on parrol, but
when they do, the villagers cower. On the road
from Limi, one man huddlcd inside dark tea shop
whispers: “In the daytime, the soldicrs come and
beat us up, and at night the Maoists do the same.”

Tuwo teachers from Simikot were kidnapped and
Killeda few days before Dasain. Simikor resident,
29-year-old Juna Buda, was killed for not paying
cxtortion moncy. Ex-MP Chakra Bahadur Shahi and
VDC chairman Padam Lama had their houses
looted. Jivan Shahi’s home has been attacked
twice.

Most schoolsare closcd. The government
school in Simikot is open, but the teachers there
dare not make the children sing the national
anchem, “We take classes, but our hearc is not in i,
weijustlive from one day to the next,” says one
eacher, “There has never been anything here worch
destroying,”

An autonomous Karnali Authority to oversee
development and administration could bring hope.
But Kathmandu has only paid lip-sci
idea. With a resigned air, Jivan Shahi tells us: “If
the donors push i, it could seill happen.”
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Plheovy But Nepal's experi-
ence with handing over
sick state-owned enterprises to
private business has not
quaranteed recovery. In fact,
coniroversial privatisation deals
over the past decade have
reeked of malpractice.

Many public enterprises are
now so far gone, there are no
buyers, and the trend s towards
liguidation. Soon after being
appointed finance minister two
months ago, Badri Prasad
Shrestha unveiled his Economic
Reform Program which included
the privatisation of eight
state-owned enterprises this
fiscal year.

Ministry officials say they are
fast-tracking proposals put in the
deep freezer by previous
governments. But many of these
enterprises are so sick that there
are no private-sector takers and
willlikely be put out their misery.
The government has already
decided toliquidate Nepal Coal,
Cottage Industrial and Handicraft
Emporium and Hetauda Textiles,
government sources told us.

Butfive others, including
Himal Cement, Hetauda Cement,
Birgunj Sugar, Bhaktapur Brick
and Tiles and Butwal Power are

Going to

onthe anvilfor privatisation. The
most time consuming has been the
handover of Butwal Power
Company (See box, p7)

“We have given top priority to
Butwal Power Company,” finance
secretary Bhanu Prasad Acharya
told us. The cabinetis expected to
decide late Thursday on a
Norwegian-funded compensation
package following the Maoist
damage of the Jhimruk powerplant
thatis delaying the process.

Atter identifying seven ailing
public enterprises for privatisation
in1997, h

the dogs

carty off a torturous sale of the
National Tea Development
Corporation.

Privatisation of non-
performing state-owned
enterprises is high up on the
‘economic reform agenda being
pushed by bilateral and multiat-
eral donors and lenders. In its.
1999-2001 Country Assistance
Strategy (CAS), The World Bank
tied the bank’s future lending
with privatisation. The govern-
ment’s privatisation plans are
also linked to the IMF-backed

as onl
managed to splitthe Agriculture
Inputs Corporation into two
separate private companies, and

Poverty Reducti d Growth
Facilty (PRGF).
continued Sy p7
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THE ROOTS OF WRATH

tis readily apparent to many of us that this revolution is a dead-end street. It

may not yet be evident to the Maoist leadership, or even if it is, maybe the

hawks call the shots. The military-monarchy combine, on the other hand, is
waiting for new hardware so it can start a decisive offensive that it hopes will break
the back of the rebel movement.

Positions have hardened so much that neither side cares too much for talks at
present, The feelings of war-weary Nepalis doesn't seem to count. The people don't see
either side winning, all they know s that they willlose in a war they never wanted butis
being waged in their name.

Ultimately, the revolutionaries will need a face-saving way out of this as much as the
government does. It may be hard for the comrades to admit i to themselves, but a
mechanism for public support that is based on fear and terror never lasts--a lesson that
the security forces will also have to learn.

The revolution has now strayed away from Mao's
“mass line" into uncharted territory. This has perious
consequences not just for the nation, but for the
party’s own existence. Remember the brutal internal
purges that caused other revolutions in our region
fo implode.

Baburam Bhattarai in an interview with a right-
wing Moonie paper this week thinks his revolution is
on track, and following with historical inevitability
the scienifc tents laid out by Mandsm-Leninism-

ram also thinks that reports of
Khmer Rouge alrocities are ‘exaggerated”, that true
democracy can be found in the Maoist base areas
of the midwest, and that the very parliamentary
parties whose grassroots leadership his revolution
has decimated are now his allies in the fight for
republicanism.

There is a sense of déja vu when we read this
end-ustifying-the-means argument. We saw it all

before in revolutions that started out well because they were rooted in the peoples’ wrath,

but ended up engulfing their nations in the genocidal tragedies. Everything that takes
U to Year Zero can be justiied no mater how inhumane, or brutal.

1tis revolution by default, where the destruction of a nation's fabri is so complete
and the people so brutalised that even if everyone loses, the party wins. The
rationale is the Leninist notion of a vanguard party that leads because only it knows
the way. But violence generates its own logic, and once it is used to propel leaders
to power they will perpetuate that power through the same means. Whoever controls
the killng apparatus governs.

We were building democracy in this country from the bottom up when all this started.

STATE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL

Musharrafship

Dictatorship is too crude, self-regulation of dissent is the way to go.
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OPINION

Think nationally, act locally

The Maoists are only completing the process of
dismantling grassroots democracy that Sher
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Bahadur Deuba started.

by DHAWAL SJB RANA
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I fdemocracywasworking n NLpa] inthe

Itwas not working too wellin Kathmandu, but it s beginning to show resultsin many of
the 4,000 vilages n this country (ee Think nationally, act locally’, p3). It was a more
humane process because it befieved in buikding, and not n destroying. Of course it

would take time, but our revolutionaries were in a tearing hur

We can't

destruction that it has unleashed. The

.
Help. The Maoist leadership needs to find s own way out of the spiral of
must do it for the country, for the Nepali people
and for the zealous and idealistic comrades who joined theif movement because they

believe in the same things we do: a more just, and new Nepal
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DEVELOPMENT SET

Daniel Lak's angry callfor those
in the “development industry” to
speak about the current state of
Nepal is well aimed (‘A develop-
ing crisis”, # 121). Having both
worked within the development
machinery ourselves, this
criicism Strikes an uncomfortable
nerve. There is now a move
towards hiing consultants-and
consequent diverting of mnds—m
continually re-analys

it 5 e i
needs to be done, and how that
needs to be done is shifing, for
example like working on issues
around coniict displaced people
and figuring out new way;

working in conflct A5 e

Many analyses have been done
but the impact of the policies and
working practices of the
ment agencies themselves are all
100 often omitted. What appears
lacking in the public domain is
much evidence of analytical self
reflection, and the lack of analysis
and focus on sor
ment organisations' practices
themselves. These are frequently
based on ideologies of privatisa-
tion and marketisation, for
example. Yet despite many
practitoners (and we include
ourselves here) best intentions the
effects of what we do, may be quite
diferent to what s intended. We
only have to think of the ise in the
number of private pharmacies and

develop- useless.

me of the develop-

that may

the increased expenditure for many
marginalised il frequently on
rofit driven treatments, as
one possibity. Might they further
enhance poverty and
marginalisation for many and thus
eed a disenchantment that fuels
directy the rise of increasingly
violent and radical ideologies?
Questions like this are vitally
important to pose and research in
these current times, and not just
reject as being to0 ideologically
focused. Given the influence
development organisations have in
Nepal, their absence in these
analyses resuls in an increasingly
distorted picture of the way in which
the curtent situation is represented
There is now a desperate need to
redress this gap to include the aid
achinery itself in any further powe
citcal analyses of the curtent
situation, however uncomfortable

Sandra MacDonagh by e-mail

DEMO-CRAZY

Central Working Committee
Member of CPN-UML party Pracip
Nepal (‘Twisting the truh, #123)
has ferociously complained about a
RSS news report regarding appar-
ent misuse of medical expenditure
by few polticians in the past 12
years. Nepal, in one of his regu\ar
columns in a prominent dail
newspaper, had once wrtten e

LETTERS

his embarrassing moment when
youths on the footpath loudly
talked about “dacoit MPs” ( danka
sansad ) and had admitted that
sometimes he feels like hiding
his MP badge while wa\kmg on
the street. In this so called
“polically-conscious: so:le(y
constructive criticism al
public-interestissues puhhshed
in news media should not be
taken as “jounalistic crime”.
Moreover, inter-party and intra-
party squabblings (mud-slinging
may be a more appropriate word)
were taken as perfectly normal
phenomena in our past 12 years
of democracy. At the same time,
al poltical leaders have been
saying that our nation's unique
poltical system has four main
r centres—Royal Palace,
Nepali Congress (NC), UML and
Maoists. Hence, even if Pradip
Nepal's contention that it is a
deliberate attempt by one
power center to defame the NC
and UML leaders is true, it
should be taken in a demo-
cratic spirt, especially when the
Royal Palace itself is digesting
all kinds of direct critcism and
verbal abuse by NC and UML
senior leaders against the
institution of Monarchy
ugat Ratna Kansakar,
Kamaladi
“The Exodus” by Karuna
Thapa (#123) touched a raw

Dr lan Harper and

nerve. The photographs of contributing by being less
thousands of Nepalis who have o cynical.
flee their own country in search

of jobs and security showed the

stark realiy and the great despair @  Reading Kunda Dixits “The
of the poor people of Nepal. But  vilagers’ support keeps me

in the same issue you have going.." (# 116) and Toya
industrialist Mohan Gopal Dahal's “Captain saved airport,
Khetan floating conspira but not himself” (#117) made me
theories about poliics. It is very proud of the patrioism and

sad that while thousands of bravery of Major Khatri and
people are dying or forced to Captain Thapa. My heartfelt
leave their homes, you have the condolence to both these great
rich and the elite in Kathmandu men. Those responsible for their
having nothing better to do than  murders are the ones waging thi
giving interviews and airing their fratricidal peoples’ war. | have a
cynical views. My question to you  question o the comrades: what
is: are the people living in kind of development are you
Kathmandu even remofely aware aiming to bring with this

of the problems existing outside brutality? Why are you killng
the valley? What are all the rich  the people who are helping the
industialsts and power brokers poor and the disenfranchised?
doing to help the country in its These and others you have
present condition, other than Killed were men full of compas-
blame the present or previous sion and generosity of spirt. And
government, the king, etc, etc? all that you have shown is your
You take a walk on the busy pathological addiction to

streets of Kathmandu and find inhumanity and violence. If your
Kathmanduites rushing about revolution is e, and if you
shopping and having fun and want the support of people like
see the poor and displaced on us, then you will have to take the
the streets. | am sure the Maoists path of peace. You still have the
are making the most of this chance of getting out of this
situation. There is much to be spiral of violence by declaring a
learnt and there is much to be ceasefire and negotiating.

done by not just the government  Otherwise, one day, you will

but every citizen of Nepal. Not answer for these crimes against
just blaming others, but being the people.

positive and individually Kumar Basnet, Tokyo

G Binisha, by email




Nepal’s Maoists find
themselves on a UN black list
for recruiting children.

wherein the news
human rights abuses, for
the use of landmines, for
child soldiers. I reports this
week by the United Nations,
Amnesty Internationaland child
welfare groups, Nepal now figures
onvariousinternationl listsvwith
other countres ravaged by civilwar:
Afghanistan, Burundi, Sicrra cone.
‘Acountry profle released this
month by the Coalition to Stop
the Use of Child Soldicrssays
that 30 percent of Maoist militia
areunderage. The coalition isa
consortium ofsix intcrnational
human ighsorgnisuions working
useofchildren as

Maoists. The Supreme Courton
Tuesday ordered the relcase of
16-year-old Diwakar Adhikari
who has been in prison since he
wasarrested by the army on
suspicion of beinga Maoist
Human rights groupsfighting
for Adhikar?’s release say he has
been torturcd.

Inacountry paper presented
in the Asia-Pacific Conference
held in Kathmandu two years ago,
the coalicion aginst child soldiers
alleged that the Maoists were:
recruiting children below 15, with
most of the children taking part
inarmed conflictn the 14-18.age
bracket Since then,che coalicion
has becn attempting to create

I pressure on the

somsxsandbassd.mndus.mn
dara collceed n 201

Estimates of child soldiers are
notoriously unreliable. The
underground group i clusive, and
icis difficult to ell the age of
many of the militia members. One
reporterwho visitcd Rolpa in
April met many Maoists who
looked like they were not more
than 15 years old, but when asked
theyall said they were 18.

ANational Human Rights
Commission memberaftcratour
of the midwest carlir this year
estimated that aboutone forth of
the Maoist combatants were
children below theage of 18
years. Besides combatants, the
Maoistsalso reportedly use:
tecnage children as porcers.

Onthe other hand, the
security forces have also been
accused ofimprisoning children
on suspicion that they are

rebelsto discontinue recruitment
of under-18 childrenn itsarmed
militia
“Thisis a sore point with the
Maoist leadership, and they have
repeatedly denied recruiting
children. A Maoist negoriator to
the lastyear's peace talks with
the government, Krishna Bahadur
Mahara n his 14 November
interview with CNN dismissed the
allcgation as “basclss”. Buche
Jution hasthe
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mentsand rebel movements using
child fighters (See “Killing with

impunity”, p5). The UN earier

appointed a special representative
toinvestigate the use ofchildren
by the Maoists.

“The success of the consorti-
um's lobbying efforts,activists
here hope, will put added
pressure on the Maoists to
respect the UN Convention on
Rightsof the Child. There has
been no official reaction yet o
the UN report, and the Maoists
themselves are expected to
formally repeat their denial that
they are using underage soldirs.

The Human Rights and Peace
Socicry (HURPES) in
Kathmandu has been leadinga
local informalcolfionagainst
childsoldieing, The group's

Krishna Pahadi,

numbersof women in their militia
has meant that “children have
been drawn into the process of
war”, It has said thata large
number of children in rural areas
were contributing “sustainably” in
the war cfforc and that they were
anasset for the future of the
revoluion.
Expericnce of other conflits
have shown thatan overwhel
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with impunity
A new Amnesty International

report exposes the human
rights crisis in Nepal.

eeceescsscsssssescsccsses

e seven-year Maoist insurgency and government
attempts to contain ithave esultedin serious
human ights violations, according toa scathing

newteport by Amnsty International. The reportsaysat

leasthalfof the 4,300 vitims of the conflctsince

November 2001 (compared to the 2,700 lives lost in the

ESTIC BRIEF

Corruption report released

Transparency Intemnational released its annual report on corruption in South Asia this week, with mixed
results for Nepal. Of the five countries in the survey, Nepal received the worst score for government
effectiveness and critical scores for graft/corruption, accountabilty and press freedom. However,
Nepal received better scores in six of the seven measured categories of corruption than most other
countries in the region. Only the tax sector, which 25 percent of surveyed Nepalis report as being
corrupt, received a score above the regional average. The survey, which involved the participation of
3060 respondents in Nepal, argues that Nepal's four most corrupt sectors are, respeciively, land

customs, police and the judiciary. The complete report s available at

lastfive years) were killed unlawfully g has raised
“The vast majority of orconcern for Wwww.transparency.org
fortheiral o perceved support o the CPN (Maoist), human tights,even though the Constitution of Nepal
led: were taken Nepalisasignatory toall

prsones,orkilled inscad ofbeingarrsted. Nepil: A
Decpening Human Rights Crisis” reports torture is
widespread. Atleast 66 peopleare reported

to have “disappearcd” since November

2001. They were kst scen being taken into

custody by security forces. More than 200
*disappearances” have been reported to

major human rightsre
Faced with the widespread impunity and the uthori-
ties ack of wilingnes o remedy thi,
existing instiutions in Nepalsuch asthe
Supreme Courtand the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) are notable to
addressthe deepening human rights crisi.
Amnesty Internationl, Internationsl assstance is needed to provide
Human rightsabuses by the Maoists increased human rights protection and

number of child soldiers come
from uprooted familis, and from
marginalised groupsand minori-
ties, Children of families who
have been victims of human rights
abuse by the security forcesalso
need no inducement to join the
revoluion.

“Therc hasbeen a sudden
increase of homeless children in
disvie headquaresand tovns
near Maoist-affected distrits,”

cl.nms le the rebel leadership

has elsed s under presure

butis still i the denial stage”.
Headded: “

says Gauri Pradhan of the child
welfare group, CWIN. A recent

survey in Rukum found that out
0f1,000 people displaced, about

the recruitment of underage
children have cercainly increased
within the Maoist eadership—
although they have not stopped
the practice.” Human rights
have reportedan

h:
supporcofichildrenand also
admitted having “young revoluion-
aries in the Maoist cause.

lobbying with the United Nations
o name the Communist Pary of
Nepal (Maoist) in a Security
Council resolution appears o
have succeeded with the release of
Secretary General Kofi Anan’s
teporton Monday in which he

increased recruitment drive in the
hincerland, where Maoists have
forced families to give at least one
teenage child to the movement
for training inco the milicia. This
has resulted ina massive out-
migration of young boys and girs,
even from disticts near
Kathmandu.

While denying that they use
child soldiers, the Maoist

23 govern-

leadership has said thatincreasing

300 were children and many were
tipe for recruitment.Janjati and
Dalit children have been found in
the Maoist “People’s Army”, and
80 percent of Maosts reportedly
Killedin encounters with securicy
forces are from Janjati or Dalit
communitis.

“In my experience the

jority of children ac

involved in armed insurgency are
motivated by other reasons, and
are not coerced into the conflict,”
says Pradhan. The curren Maoist
campaign to close schools s
expected to providea fresh
spurcof young recruitsfor the
movement, 4

Human rights and wrongs

pairis growing, Nepal and N
brutalized bya cul jolence tha
|and of eace inthe Himalayas and there may soon be no going back.

c anyone who thinks these thoughtsarc over the top to read
‘Nepﬂ A[)eepcmng”um‘m Rights Cris”rlasd his ase weekcby

T hereisa maddencd dscring demon slking his andand isappeic
pa

arch b h

NIEL LAK

A new Amnesty International report proves
Nepal is sinking ever deeper into a morass
of bloodshed and disregard for basic

humanitarian norms.

civilians by any party to a conflict is banned under the Geneva

haveinch createa law enforcement system capable of
estimated 800 civilans considered “encrics greater transparency and accountabiliy.
oftherevolution”, hostage-taking or ansom, Amnesty International also blicves
ortureof people aken captiveand deliberate internasional insistence that human rights
Killings of members ofthesecuriy forces and humanitarian aw standards be

afier theywere taken captive. The Maoists upheld will asist n reducing violence
havealso been responsible for ecruitng and protecting vulnerable cvilians.

children into their 'Inlﬁ and using rhem incombat The. npurt was bmd on the hndmp of an Amnesty
situations. hlmm right ber which
back d: ybothsides.
b dembedded dimate by !

Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) at
Geneva in March 2003, Amnesty International will press
I bout th

ofimpunity,said thereport,
Impunity isalongstanding problem in Nepal.
i li fonert

hen they' dg rights crsisin Nepal, in parcicular
destrajudicial “disy

pea-

humzn

wmnf&enwon20m\heTr ristand Destruct d

“Back to village,” say Maoists

\(G - Maolst rebels have called on peopie who have fled their vilages o return and ‘lead normei fives",
‘Thousands ofvilagers have fled to Dang's towns fearing for the safety of their ives and property.

But last week, the Maoists sent ltters to local elders staying in Ghorahi, Tulsipur, Lamahi and
Bhalubang to return or face repercussions.

“The former chairman of a remote VDC who nowlives in Ghorahi tod us: | don' know what to do, if
don't go back they may track me down here, but I don't trst them to leave me alone if do go back.”

Amar Shah, another villager from Teghera who has been iving in Ghorahi for the ast one year doesn't
imind if we use his name, and tels us: * 'd rather lose all my land and property than go back to my vilage."
‘The Maoists also threatened to confiscate the land and property of those who do not return o their homes,
and are not allowing anyone to buy or sell land without their persmission. (from Ram Hari Joshi)

Rocca and Bhattarai

US Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia, Christina Rocca's four-day visitto Nepal was billd as a
“factfinding" mission and follows a series of highlevel stopovers in Nepal by senior US and European
officials in the past year. But Rocca also took the opportunity to hurl a warning to the Maosts that they may
be placed on the US government's terrorist list if they continued with their violent activities.

“Although the Maoists have ot yet been put on any offcal terrorist lst,” she added, “this step may be
taken into consideration iftheir violence continues unabated.” This was not just a general reference to the
Maoist atacks on ordinary Nepalis, but offcals said it was a warming to the Maoists not to target US-
employed personnel in Nepal. Last month, the Maoists took responsibily for iling two Nepali security
ofcials working for the US embassy in Kathmandu last yea.

Rocca also said the US was involved in "close and continuing’ dialogue with India and other countries
on the situation in Nepal and said Washington wanted to see constitutional rule and multiparty demacracy
flourish in Nepal. She compared the Maoists to the Khmer Rouge and added that violence had to end and

ansuer

Activities (TADA). T

oo 1 i S e T G R

taking of innocent fives, including the forced recrutment and victimisation of innocent

While Rocca was in Nepal, the Washington Times newspaper in her capital published an interview vith

immunity o membersofthe ecuriy hmu oranyother e UNCI HR derappointinga Special Rapporteur
person” for “any actor work per p for Nepal. They have called upon both h dih chidren- she ated,
per fnrmed by himin good faith \mdu theAct” govemmentto upho[d human n]dm and humanitarian

rtheyears to Ik

Nepal makes the list

Despe lval eales,chidienar being ecuted as soders by
, Burundi and Li among

rebel groups in oo Philippines, Uganda, Sr Lanka and Nepal
Olara Otunnu, the UN special representative for children and armed
conflict, said the report for the first time named governments and
groups recruiing youths younger than 18 for miltary combat.

“This shows the intenational community is serious and also that
the community is watching,” Otunnu said. An estimated 300,000 child
soldiers were carrying arms in over 40 countries worldwide, most of
them in Africa and East Asia, according to UNICEF.

“he report listed 23 groups including overnments and rebel factions
in five countries where child soldiering is common. While the govern-
‘ments of Congo, Burundi and Liberia were named as recruiters of child
soldiers, Otwnnu included Nepal's Maoists i the st of rebel groups using children s soldiers, porers and sex slaves. (A
pictue of chidren hired as porters by Maoists i the midwest, above.)

‘Otunnu said the report represented the "beginning of a systematic effort in a new era of monitoring and reporting on the
conduct of parties and how they treat children during conflct’

The standards being violated include a number of human ights pacts as well s an amendment o the 1990 Convention
on the Righs of the Chil that prohibis the use of chidren younger than 18 in combat. These standards apply to insurgent
groups as well as governments, making both accountable for such actions, the report said.

Baburam Bhataraiin which he appeared to answer US concerns point-by-point. Asked for is response to
the comparison made between the Maoists and the Khmer Rouge, Bhattarai said that the Khmer Rouge's
atrociies had been exaggerated. “There is no independent and authentic account of events in Cambodia
under the Khmer Rouge available so far,” Bhattarai maintained.

Asked about the kiling of the embassy security personnel in Kathmandu, Bhattarai said US govern-
ment employees and American citizens in Nepal were “completely safe". He said the two had been accused
of espionage, and added: *Henceforth, if any such charges are levelled against any such employee, the
concerned embassy would be advised before taking any actions."

Elephant polo

The National Parlks team, led by Captain Ram Prit Yadav, won the double at the 214 annual World
Elephant Polo Championships (WEPA) hosted by the Tiger Mountain Group on the polo feld at the edge
of the Royal Chitwan national park last week. The Nepali team beat Chivas Regal Scotland, the defending
World Champions, captained by Peter Prentice. The National Parks team also won the Tiger Moun-
tain All Nepal Challenge, a

match played by mahouts on

their own elephants, beating the

Tiger Tops team. The World

Elephant Polo Championships

are an annual invitational event

arranged by Tiger Mountain and

un by WEPA.

Maoists ired rhurf‘n[shu(sm Fbruaey 1996, Amncsy'spoliyisto convention,to which Nepal s signator
monitor borders, v quently as “The Maoists too, according to the National Human Rights
possible o check buumymguu[uf‘ d irlof Commission,say they up]m\drheru]esof\\n\mngleed under the

eventsand artitudes, Local Amnesty activists may offer some logisical
support o this process ut mostly they wach other countries, doingas their

convention. Many of you ma ard it before, all to0 often,
and in different situations. It comes from supporters of the sccurity

colleagues from London do, but or Malaysa, Pakistan orclscwhere.
Again, i cnables the organisaton to ncton with ntegity and minimal

influencefom locl pover centres r il groups. This iwhy Amnesys

ati scriously and this is wh dihe
Mokt st ead s eportrgenty s e pon s ecommendacons
Il doal of these things, and Nepl neds o
worry aboutthis, Amnesty' aest findingsarc of a country that's sinking

ever decperinto morassof bloodshed and disregard fo the basic humani-
carian norms, etalone the rules of conflct.
Both the Maoists and government forces are accused by Amnesty

International of batantly ignoringor deliberatly,asa matterof olicy,
abusingehehuman ighs of\hpah civlians, Caseafier cases aised,names
arcnam ustody,
extortion, kldmppmg& apesand ot Esch and evrycase misd i his
report nceds o be investigared thoroughly by both the accused partiesand
by independent bodics.

Areputed Nepali| bi

hould take up t

regular basis, weekly ifnot daily, reporting frs the allegarions then the
action taken by cither the authoritcs o the rbls o find out the truth. If
a particular party i exonerated, then that can be shouted from the
rooftops. fsomeone s found guilty ofa crime-and abuse of the human
vightsof any civlianisa crime, not a means to an end or a regrettable
but necessary casualty of conflict-then perpetrators need to be tried
and punished by the courts, i found guilty afcer due process.

And there can be no excuses. Let s not hear of “Asian values”,
“Western values being misapplied to developing societies” “revoluion-
hing cle that tics to avoid repugnant truths. Torcure
, nor s extra-judicial killing. Rape is a war crime and
must be punished as such. The use of violence against unarmed

forces, perhaps rom policemen or soldiers themsclves, and i gocs
like this: “We are fighting a brutal uprising, our enemy uses terror
and fear against us. We have no choice but to respond in kind, to
fight violence with violence, fire with fire.”

“This argument is spurious and sclf defeating. It s also potentially
criminal. Ask the Indians how fa dirty tricks got them in Kashmir,
ask the Bricish about how death squads and human righes abuses by
their security forces in Norchern Ireland only strengthened the
resolve of their opponents and provided recruitsto the milizant
groups. Ask the Sri Lankans abour the same things.

‘The situation in Nepal is not yet beyond reerieval. T for one fecl
that peace s possible in 2003 (2060 BS), but only with a adical
realignment ofstrategies by the security forces, civil society and-
please—the Maoists 0oL It could start with the formal acceptance of
Amnesty’s latest report on human rights, and a pledge by all sides to
avoid repeating the mistakes of the past. The well-being of the
country demands no less. 4
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NEPALNEWS COM

epali Congres president
Girija Prasad Koirala's
belated varning ofan ugly
“divide-and-rule” ploy has
injected new ife into the quest for
conscnsus. The Kangresipatrarch
ad good reason to feara domino
ffcctof the departure ofsenior
leaders from the CPN-UML. Nepal

Split pel

president Surya Bahadur Thapa told
restive party collcagues that he
signed that statement to promote
national reconciliation. From the
new warmch in the tone of UML
gencral secretary Madhav Kumar
Nepals views on the monarch,
Koirala knew he was running out
of time to sound the sien. A day

0£200 Nealis. That number grew
the decades,

rsonalities

Image makeovers seem to be underway.

things ofalue, ike, sy, crcicism of
the palace forsecking to marginalisc
politcal partis. But they alo are
supposed to raise probing, if

oftentimes plain, questions. What if
the king genuinclydidn't know how
to rctifyhis rors? From restoring
the House of Representatives, to
announcing the lection date o
forminga broad-based government
in keeping with the spiritof Article
128 of the constitution, to restoring
the Sher Bahadur

by PUSKAR BHUSAL '
5

wellin the Khadka-Gi Vagl

Col

Rural consumers

There is salvation for consumer goods manufacturers.

seceesescescssessesesessssesessssesesssseseses

Tenth Plan

As usual, the Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-07) has identfied povery reduction as its overriding goal. The plan,
made public this week, aims at reducing the number of people below poverty to 30 percent of the total popula-
tion in the next five years. The National Planning Commission (NPC) has estimates 38 percent of the curtent
population lives below the poverty line. Vice Chairman of the National Planning Commission (NPC) Shaker
Sharma said 58 percent of the total development expenditure in the plan period was expected to be financed

ENT

by foreign aid. The plan has set a 6.2 percent growth target if the law and order situation improves. f it doesn',

the plan willsete for 4.3 percent growth. The plan emphasises coordinating security and development issues,
of

trio's graft ravails. The people
love the loud voices that are:
being raised in supporc of our
libertics. We need much more,
though, to conclude they
resonate with genuine concern
for our well being.

“The poliical change of 1990
broughta rare opportunity to

national realm that would allow
b 1 i i

ment,the possibliies arcomi-
nously expansive. Four of the Super
Sixoutside governmentshouldn't
b ad oo many problens

collective decisions, We've comea
long way since the days when the
Rastriya Panchayat member from
Doriused to b fated wieh
Baneshwar

later, the RPP hit back by forcing

uniil it overwhelmed the system,
“The newly legalised partics
accepted the cardinal wisdom in
1990. Rabindra Nath Sharma'’s
assrtion that there were morc ex-
panchasin the Nepali Congressand
the UML than in the RPP didn’t

des and Kangresis o take
turns propping up it leaders as
prime minister.)

Inanation fragmented on so
many fronts, conflictis perhaps an
incvitable fact o lfe. The politicsof
confrontation shouldn'tbeseen as
anaberraton. You don'tneed

“Tobesure, public paricipation
in strcet protess has cnergised our
parties. Those who berated the big

durmg 2et0 hour. ¢ jus that the
national filth hasn’t received the
attention it deserves

oﬂcs furh;wmg mauled the faith of The i\lSp{nlen of civil
dtomocking it carcol
he assemblage ofactvissen- ‘csuffcendy

sconced in the readive safety of che
capital. They fail o learn from the
protests of 1990 and 1979. It's not
for nothing that Kathmandu s sill

“lertus o what we risked losing
irretrievably. Much will depend on
howwellwe have learned our
Iessons this ime. Love them, or
hatethem, but our leaders aren't
goingiogerany becer hanwho

called Nepal by old-timers.
One emarablethingabout
post-4 Octoberp he imag
mikcover hat scems tobe
underway r

weare. The lass, too,
musr ‘have realised that the mok of

Sadbhavana Partyleader Mukti later, he promprly proceeded o win'h ocndude  ofussillbeles ourleadershave. infielydiferentrom hoseof
NathManalopiedousofheall. che e the weekend. It did hrifyhow  thattheanly way such become d Iyb perpetual war of national ibera-
party reolve tostep up he caly Panchayat th red-capes eamenthebig couldb privilcgesreunder thrcar. At tion. Political a

e palace, saing the years, it Jated that policics cdthe expanchas  ingfrocdom. D e e preparcd o be stengh inoculation of
Maoists were the eal villins. could caslybe managed by inswing ited exchangesin derthenumber  huility to uphold the supremacy

Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP)

manipulatngthe forceand foibles

the RPP from the start. (Six

ofideasare supposed to produce

ofpeoplewho se poliical it as

of those they represent, 4

FOLLO

Rabina and Rabin in hospital

m to me,” says Bhakta Bahad
Regml ashe watches s chidien Aeina and Rabin
playing in the hospital garden. Bhakta Bahadur had just
artived with his chidren on Saturday at the Sushma
Koirala Memorial Hospital (SKMH) in Sankhu after  six-
four ide from Simara.

“There has been overwhelming support for the Regmi
family since this tragc story was first reported (Why the
chicren?” #121), and the SKMH offered free treatment.
Rabina and Rabin were badly burnt i a Maoist arson attack
on thei bus on 4 November near Malangwa. Bhakia
Bahadur's wife, Anju, was among three passengerswho
died in the incident. The children have st not been told of
their mother's deat

‘When Dr Andreas Setie of SKMH read the story, he
was 5o touched that he got the hospita o offer ree
reatment no matter how long it takes. I felt really upset
atter reading their tory. I've come across a lot of severe
cases ke s But e ity of s cas s very i

Indlwdua\ donations through the human rights
for

SN S

In the wards ofthe Sankhu hospita, Rabin and Rabina
have already become the most-popular patiens. Doctors
Seie and nurses given them full atention, other patients and

even total strangers hug and talk to them in the garden.

rehabitation have reached nearly Rs 50,000. Many of the
contributions came from school children. “When | read the

serious,

e say: ,
against infection th reatment wilincude skin grafts,
well ol

story | couldn't stop crying," recals Sarah Neupane, of
Class 11 at St Mary’s School. ‘We thought we could

counseling for another six weeks.
Four-year-old Rabin is now bored of staying n bed, and

contribute, 50 we made copies of the artice and distributed
it" Neupane's effort raised Rs 5,000 from her
classmates

“The story of Rabin and Rabina
shows the impact o the meaningless war
and the suffering that the Nepals,
especially children, are going through,”
said another contributor, Meena Shrestha
from Bijui Bazaar.

Bhakta Bahadur thinks god has
answered his prayers, and is thankful that
fellow-Nepalis have responded soimmedi-
ately and generously to his family’s
wagedy. He had no one else to trn o, and
was getingincreasingly worried about
whether hs chidren would recover ful.

likes hopping  around the hospital compound while his nurse
1uns after him. Six-year-old Rabina looks
cheerful, looks carefully after her brother,
and can be seen in animated conversation
with the friends she has already made
among other patients.

AL INSEC, activists say they were
happily surprised with the overwhelming
supportfrom Nepal and abroad. It has
inspied us to ntroduce a whole new approach
to self-help," says Kabita Aryal who heads
the Children's Programme at INSEC. *As a

human rights organisation we cannot reach
every victim, but we have seen that
media can play a ole in highlighting the
senselessness of violence.”
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their vilages.

e to the dire situation the count

Tuienty bands have been selected o take part i the Sfikhar Music
Beat Contest to be held in Kathmandu on 4-5 January. Popular bands
like Cobweb, Robin & Loozas, Mukti & Revival, Dr. Pilot and the Mystic
Band are scheduled to perform at the concert. The winners stand to
win Rs 172,000, Surya Nepal is sponsoring the program to promote its

premium tobacco product, Shikhar. Vogue Advertisement and Event Management will organise the event at

Dasarath Stadium in the capita,

Signature Whisky Launched

Nepal Liquars,in colaboration with McDavwell & Company, has launche Signture R Whisky i the Nepal
market ths week. Manufactured at s plant at Biratnagar, Signature Whisky is an exquisite blend of rare aged
Scotch whiskies and other distinctive mals. I is smooth and has a mellow character,catering to the refined tastes
of the contemporary Nepali palate, said Gautam Malick, general sales manager at the company. The 750 ml
bottle of Signature Whisky wilcost Rs 625 in the domestic market. Nepal Liquors is wel known for brands like

McDowel's No. 1, McDowell' Premium and Bagpiper.

New showroom of Morang Auto

Morang Auto Works, the distibuior for Yamaiha motorcycles in Nepal or the past 27 years, has opened fs new
showroom at Tripureswor, The increased volume of business led the management to shifto a arger showroor,
buitto standards set by Yamaha Motor Co. (Japan). Moran Auto hopes the spacious and scientiically planned

new showroom villcater eficientlyto customer needs.

Travelling in style

Samsonite, the global leader n styish Iuggage, has opened an outiet at Durbar Marg i the Nepali capial
Samsonite Travel World, the one stop shop for altravel needs for the consumer, displays a range of Samsonite ~ “ith da
luggage as well as other products to create a suitable ambience for discerning shoppers. The company philoso-
phy—tobe recognised for travel solutions—emphasises catering to a changing consumer attitude.

destroyed by the Maoist insurgency and rehabiltating people who have fled from

g vy faces, the Asian Development Bark (ADB) a major multateral
donor, has pledged to nearly double s assistance to Nepal next year. The ADB will provide a $115 milion in
loans and grants to Nepal for 2003, up from $60 milion this year. Resident representative of the bank in
Kathmandu, Richard Vokes, said the sum will be disbursed for ive loans and nine technical assistance projects.
He said deteriorating security has been the biggest impediment for economic development in the country.
“Given the continuing poliical instabilty and difficul securiy Situation, the targeted econoic grouth rate of
43 percent n the current year s clearly not achievable,” said Vokes. In 2002 the ADB approved two loans for
secondary education support project and urban environment improvement project.

anufacrurers of Fast
M Moving Consumer Goods

(EMCG, asitis known in
business circles) have zeroed in
on the rural markets in South
Asia to aisc profit margins.
Having plareaucd a bit with
urban saturation, they are going
back to the village.

Cut-throat compeition in
several EMCG caregories has ed
toa scarch for alternatives. That
is why companies like Hindustan
Lever were smart enough to
recognisc the potenial of an
othervise neglected rural market
The answer for our own belea-
guered cconomy could licin the
vast majority of Nepali consumers
spread through the nearly 4,000
villages in this country.

‘The rural market has lain
fallow for several reasons. Most
Nepali marketers sec rural arcas
as poverty-stricken and disease
infested with low or no disposable
income. A lack of credible studies
and statistics of the rural retailing
environmentand consumer
behaviour have undoubredly
contributed to this opinion. But
studies have shown that i is
the volume that makes this
market lucrative

Except for some organised
recail outlets in urban areas, small

by NAVIN SUBEDI

Although figures for house-
hold expenditurcsin rural arcas in
Nepal are unavailable, one can
accept consumption of hair o,
toothpaste and other products
have increased over the years,
evenifthe frequency of consump-
tion may be lower than that of
their urban counterpares, The
good news for EMCG manufac-
turers with an eye on the rural
marketisa large population who
were not traditionally identified
as porential consumers.
Abarometer for markee
compeition is product pencrra-
tion i recail outlets. This also
provides foran interesting
comparison of FMCG penetration

Utban areas like Kathmandu
undoubtedly comprise the bulk of
FMCG consumption for the Big
Boys. A multipurposc houschold
budget survey conducted by the
Nepal Rastra Bank says per capita
houschold expenditures in some
personal care items have increased
approximately five fold beoween
1985 and 1995. So, i comes as
o surprise that FMCG manufac-
urers concentrate their promo-
tions in urban arcas.

On the other hand, the per
capita consumption of these
producrs s already stagnacing and
shlfspace s premim.

outlersin rural
the retaling landscape in Nepal.
Atecent AC Niclsen ORG-
MARG study estimated there are
130,000 outlets in rural Nepal.
Most of thesc shops arc small
urnovers of less than
Rs 1,000. They sell anything from
daily necessities to cosmetics and
medicine.

immun
o discounts and bumper
schemes, which results in lower
profit margins. The logic behind
the frecbies doesnt aways add
up. A family of four which uscs a
tube of toothpaste a month will

berween urban and rural arcas
Soaps and detergents arc available
in more than two-thirds of urban
outlets, while the lrcle that
makes it to the rural market is
mostly counterfeit with litcle or
no representation of major
brands. The expansion of these
products nto ruralarcasis a
hugely untapped rescrvoir.

“The task before EMCG
marketers is not easy. They have
0 develop the market and then
redesign products for rural
consumers. Companics who invest
carly in rural areas have an
advantage and the bonus of brand
loyalty. To accomplish allthis
requircs missionary zcal and a
change in consumer mindscts.
FMCG manufactures will have
expanded away from urban
saturation, and rural Nepalis will
have better choices and genuine

merchandise. The bottom line is:
it's a win-win situation. ¢

notincrease their consumption
twofold despite a fallin prices
and a bumper offr.

frome pl

Tangible progress in the handover of Royal Nepal Aifines Corporation
(RNAC) and Nepal Telecommunications Corporation (NTC) were in fact
among the main conditions for Nepal qualifying for the World Bank's high-
case loan scenario,

The new tourism minister, Kuber Sharma statement last month, that he
was willng to hand over the management contract of the loss-making
RNAC to anyone local or foreign who could fork out Rs 15 bilion, proved
controversial. Sharma's deputy, Ravi Bhakia Shrestha, clarified o us last
week that what the minister actually meant was that RNAC would be tumed
into a public limited company and its shares floated. But for this to
happen, the national airline needs to streamline management and curb its
annual losses of Rs 1 billion

Ever since privatisation was launched by the Nepali Congress govern-
ment in 1992, 18 companies have been handed over, but there are over
two dozen in various stages of sickness stil left. They are haemmoraging
Rs 2.4 bilion a year, and the goverment is just not able to pick up the
tabs anymore. Just RNAC makes up nearly haf the losses.

According to a recent Finance Ministry report, only 14 enterprises have
completed their audited reports. It adds: “The performance indicators of
public enterprises show that the financial efficiency and physical achieve-
ments are worsening day by day." The government has only received Rs
245.7 milion from state enterprises, 1.27 percent of is total share
investment.

Officials say the major objectives of Nepal's largely donor-driven
privatisation program have been reducing the role of goverment in
business-related activities, enhancing private sector participation in the
economy, and atracting private *shy" capital in business ventures. But
critics say the forthcoming liquidations prove the failure of the privatisation
process. Asks state sector expert Narayan Manandhar: *How can you call
liquidation of companies on the verge of death privatisation?"

Ratnakar Adhikari, co-author of the book, Privatisation: Expectation
and Reality, also argues that privaisation, by definition, should increase
competition and efficiency in the market. “But most of the privatised
enterprises have turmed into sick units and the country hasn' gained much
from the privatisation in the past. It seems to have been directed out of
donor pressure,” he added.

Ofiials deny that the process s donor-driven, and say privatisation
has now become a question of the suvival of the treasury. They cite the
example of the Soviet-era Janakpur Cigarette Factory which has 1,200
employees, but occupies only 29 percent of the tobacco market in the

Selling out

country while the foreign joint-venture Surya Tobacco has 59 percent
market share with just 400 staff. Balananda Poudel of the Corporation
Coordination Division at the Finance Ministry told us simply: “The

liabilities of most state-owned enterprises are so high that the government
can no longer sustain them.”

The situation is so bad that the government is scrounging just to lay off
employees of the companies to be liqidated. "We had asked for over R
220 million to pay of the staff of the Saifia Vatayat, out of which the
government made available only Rs 50 millon,” said Shyam Sunder
Sharma, Registrar at the Company Registrars Offce, who is also serving as
liquidator to the public transport enterprise based in Pulchowk. Some
employees have sued the government challenging the liquidation of both
Sajha and Himal Cement

Even companies that were privatised relatively smoothly have gripes
against the government. Says Diwakar Golchha, whose conglomerate took
over the Nawalparasi-based Bhrikuti Pulp and Paper ten years ago: “We
have enhanced the factory's capacity eight-fold, improved productivity and
quality, but we have got zero support from the government after privatisa-

BPCsaga ﬁnally nears end

Ifall goes well, Interkraft Nepal, a consorcium of Nepaliand Norwegian
investorswillinally win the mjoritystakesin Butwal Powier Company (BPC)
= e Tsubmitcedb

the Privitsuion Committee
o thecabinet forfinal approval. By lae Thursday,aswe
wenttopress, the council was expected to approve.

BPC' privadisation has been asaga of e ape,lobby
pressurcand even Maoist damage to the 12 MW Jhimruk
plant arlie thi year (scepic). The plant n Pyuchan
disritsufferedaloss of ncarly R 270 millon. The
Nonvegian govenment carmarked $3.1 million for
repairingit, and the cabinet meeting took on added

S et th e deadline forthi

B
“Unducdelayinh

tion.* Golchha complains that he pays taxes worth Rs 6,000 per tonne of
paper, whereas cheap paper is being imported from international market at
zero duty. “How can we survive in such a situation?" he asks.

The privatisation process has been bungled mainly because of
poltical interference and corruption, even though the rules and proce-
dures are in place. The new goverment needs (0 ot just edress past
wrongs, but also meet fresh targets. Donors supporting privatisation realise
this is big challenge for the government, but say it has o bite the bullet.

“State-omned enterprises are a major burden on the treasury and have
a history of mismanagement and inefficiency and they add a further
financial burden to a government budget already under severe pressure,"
says Chris Jackson, economic adviser at the Briish aid group, DIID.
*Privatisation is a dificult reform area. However, we hope to see evidence
of renewed politcal commitment in pursuing reform driven by the current
fiscal crisis”

DD had no plans to provide further support to public enterprise
reform, but Jackson says it would consider future support i there was
evidence of commitment from the government. Under a DD grant
totalling $4.5 millon, the Adam Smith Institute advised the Privatisation
Cell at the Finance Ministry from 1997-2001

Tie process is now at the crossroads, and some say it needs a serious
rethink. Says Dilli Raj Khanal, economist and former UML MP. “Questions
have been raised on the credibilty of the whole process of privatisation, we
had also supported it on a merit basis. There s a need to make the entire
process more transparent and credible.”

Norwcgan ofﬁcl:l

said

BPCis Nepal's biggestprivatisaion project,an
nterkraft Nepal had bid for 75 percentshares omu BPC
atRs950 millon. s ivl, Independent Power Company
(1PC) Nepal b ffrd R 860 milln, Neplofficls

invited

by then the plant was bombed by the Maoiss.
Esublished jinly by the Nepal governmentand
United Mission to Nepal n 1966, Butwal Power Company
4 Power Compan

‘capacity of 17 MW and owns 14.9 percent of Himal Power
Limited. Himal Power s currently owner and operator of the §135 million 60
MW Khiend by
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s mandatory toh d time plendid—del d
over the Christmas and New Year mrkcy allmundedoﬂ'wlmChnsrmzs d: d
olidays so much o that mostof  pudding. 491234 buffc preparcd by Exceutive Chef
resjust

rescarching the beseway toring in
theneSimpyacacofcomany

cosmopolitan Chnsnmas, youan'tdo

better than Café Mitra. Celebrate the

Victor Holla, The Moulin Rouge
audic s ooy Sivesin
Heaenatthe A 999

New Year's Evear
the Summit. 521810

Candligh a s e
andan unparlcld
h rm:ﬂled

Id only be too
ddAghmd tocither get ot of
Kathmandu all together, or find an
oasis of calm herein the Valley.
Thereare magial destinaions.

me of them a ot closcr

e Thisyer, por It choice b . traditonal turkey finished off Tanyouhink
SeanmalNT i d Chsmas Evebfietor prhapea warm Cl
’ ! di fearures he next & ¥ European fla- Dmm‘,Hma Checkin fora
h ring brie tart I I I Phza voured Ch Icbrati bed?), a welcome drink gl
ksoyou  andsweer . 259015 Perhaps both? [fsambais moreyour  Christmas day is a family affair (hm(lndudcsamu(hmgmasszge, dmn:r\mhwmmndh\emuslcb»
brati scan iyl th 2t when SantaCl ddi

Onceyoumake up your mind all you
have o dois step offthetreadmill

feoha-Malharwithi |

chariyif
youeacatthe Yak & Yedibecause

dancersand Panchtatva, Sample the

for the kids. 250440
Hotclde " Annapurna promiscs

arthat was s
good checrat thebortomofaglssof

the Fiends Council Nepal

272555

Christmas and New Year celebra-

dalive D). Ghar-c-

pasuics. At Chrams enjoy
cockails and asix-course dinner or
agaladinner with alive band on
New Year's Eve. On Chri

onasetmenu on Christmas day.
560675

Amidst hesereit of the
Gokara forestwith

indulge ina traditional lunch with

all the trimmings. 479488
Godavar Village Resort, the

cco-friendly resort located 13 km

cegnog,and make some newyear with ach meal. Good deedsarecs
resoluion that il itisafive-course dinneratthe Tnthequietheighsof Sanepa, s withgreat ood,even or
True goumes have pleny of Chimey Restaurant. I within th he
d ditional urkey, y j
I peaceful Ch di hihe ind b

disceming palate. Christmas Eve

Kabab will offer an unlimited kabab
dby

thefirephce

The

yar Regs
Restaurant promiscs o be quite

onNew Year's Evewith Moulin

the palace wallsof Patan Muscum Cafe

ghazal y macstro Saaz
Singh. 221711
Then, of course, !

rom . issctamong
extensive gardens and offersan
ovemight kg rNow Yo'

(in

the Himalayais Le Mmd.m, the
only international standard 18-hole
course in Nepal. o if golfi your
bag, g yourselfa two night stayat
the Country Club Heritage rooms
for golfers with meals at Country
Club House or Hunter's Lodge
Restaurant.

25 December 2002
Nrs. 650,00 nett per person
(With complementary glass of

ine.)

New Year's Eve
An overnight package
Single Nrs. 2500.00
Double Nrs. 3400.00
ExtraBed Nrs. 1000.00

Room with breakfast
‘Welcome drink
‘Special Gala dinner with glass of

wine, Live music
the Heartbreakers (All Taxes)

RATEFOR| DINNER
sSingle
Couple Nrs. 1500 00
Tel: 560675

verest Panorama Resort has a
view worth waking up to on New
Year's Day, taken in fiom the
pivate belcony of
centrally heated cottage. The pine
and oak forests are great for hikes.
For more eisurely pursuis there s
min gof, tenns or a spot of fishing
in Indra Sarovar. Round of the day
witha acuzzior sauna session

Just away from Nagarkot proper
is Nagarkot Farm House, a hillop
by thousands of

Set on the breathtaking Seti River
gorge, the Fulbari Resort & Spa offers
specal three-day winter packages that
includes golf and tennis and a 30
percent discount on ll spa faciies.
Ring in the New Year with a grand ball,
dinner, live music and lts of atractive
pizes and githampers. 780306

I you want exotic and remote that
is within reach, then a 20 minute flight
ffom Pokhara takes you on one of the
world's most spectacular fights
between Annapurnaand Dhaulagiito
. The resort

fruittrees and great mountain views
from the typical Nepaii-style
buiding, The cosy restaurant
prepares set meals from local
organic produce. A serene setting to
enjoy long walks, good company and
il T

onaie Lodge Resor, buitin
the Newai syle, faces the Panchkal
Valley and offers breathtaking views
ofthe Jugal Himal peaks and
temaced hillsides. You can mountain
bike, go on hikes, raft or justlounge:
on the outdoor garden pato
Packages are availabl for
Christmas and New Year, 222389
You can' do better than a
Time

December 2225
bt
GRbving dcping

rafing, Canyoning,
Kids rock clmbing

December_27-30f

{hree nights four]

doys) Trek around el

Tibe Border departs|

‘ond retums o Border-

lands just before the
ewYear.

December31-Jon 1
Borderland Stay-$35
VP Sfari- FullBcard]

food and lodging. |

Borderland Resorts|
Tel: 425836
425894

info@borderlandresorts com

gazin
wafc, noise and incense laden
smog becomes a e too suffocat-
ing, head to Nagarkot for some
carity...and there, the Club
Himalaya Resort boasts an indoor
pool, sauna and ahelipdad.” Head
for Nagarkot's trendy resort. 414432
Borderland is the prime
destination for adrenaline junkies.
Three hours north of Kathmandu, the
resortis set on sprawling terraces
surrounded by mountains and
waterfalls. Borderland offers very
special Christmas Adventure
Packages that include vilage walks,
ratting, canyoning, rock climbing and
atrekaround the Tbet border.

2583
“Silent Nights" at ShangriLa
Vilage, the boutique resortn
Pokhara, celebrates the holiday
season, with special rates for
Nepalis and residens of Nepal. The
Jazz Bar hosts Christmas Eve
dinner,while Shambala Gerden il
serve buffetlunch on Christmas
day, Celebrate the New Year at the
Jazz Bar with an overnighter. 435741

sits above the delightful town of
Jomsom, overlooking the Kali Gandaki
gorge and on the ap of the Nilgr. The
three-night package includes  round
tip airtcket from Pokhara and pony

tours of Marpha village. 490146

If you want to go somewhere
warmer, then Temple Tiger Jungle
Lodge inthe Royal Chitwan National
Park s the place for you. This is a
delure jungle resortwith individual
vills vith attached baths and private
balconies, and daiy guided tours by
trained naturalists. In the evenings,
look forward to a crackling wood fire
and excellent food. 244651

What better way to greet the new
year than taking  flight to see Mt
Everest (Sagarmatha, Chomolungma)
up close n the year that marks the 50"
amniversary of the first ascent of the
world's highest mountain, Necon Air,
Buddha Air and Cosic Al offer
sightseeing flights.
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CANBERRA - Australia's refugee policy has led to rights
abuses says US-based Human Rights Watch (HRW) in its
report, “By Invitation Only: Australian Asylum Policy”.
Canberra’s ‘Pacific solution’, which involved diverting
asylum seekers from Australian waters to Pacific nations
willing to take them on a short term basis in return for
financial support is also viewed critically. HRW takes issue
with Australian government claims that simply because
asylum seekers transited through another country on their
way to Australia they should be returned to their country of
origin. Controversy continues to surround the Oct 19, 2001
sinking of SIEV-X, which went down in international waters,
resulting in the drowning of 353 people.

The Australian government rejects the accusations of
human rights abuses. Phillip Ruddock, of the Ministry for
Immigration, Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs, rejected
the Human Rights Watch report as ‘“riddled with factual
errors and...defending the practice of using people smug-
glers.” The Australian government recently rejected recom-
mendations from the Human Rights Sub-Committee of the
Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Trade to set time limits on refugee detentions. (ps)

Trading places

GENEVA - The World Trade
Organisation (WTO) continues
to attract new members
despite the fact that multilateral
negotiations continue to be
bogged down by disputes
between the deve\opmg

South and the

by IAN DAVIDSON

“Big bang”’ union

A large EU will have to have the
character of a federation; this is a
question of arithmetic, not ideology.

seecescesessescssessesescssesesene

Ukraine. Rusta isjust oo big, too
Asiatic, 00 nuclear, and too much
ofa “great powier”, to be accommo-
dated inside the EU.

Tn theory, the advantage of this
“bigbang enlargementis chat it

become impossible unlessthe scope

for majority voring s enlarged, and

the veto power of individual states

reduced. A harge EU will have to

have much more the character ofa

federation \||a|\ a small F.U Thisis
¢

then
fora il e dinknecded Fur a
bigger EU

ideology. A\n analugou.\ ugumm

beenin pz(kc(s ofone, two, orat
most three new members and
cxisting members pretended they

applicsto h
more effctive EU foreign pnhcy If
the US continucs o downgrade s

commiment o muldltealis, and

T heEuropean U
thatjustended in Copenhagen
has morc o less serted the
EU's future fronticrs. Ten new
members, from Central Europe and
the Mediterrancan, will be admitted
in 2004. Two other counrics,
Bulgaria and Romania, can aim for
membership thrce years after that.
Turkey has had itsstatus as an

North. China, which struggled
for 15 years to become part of
the international trade sys-
tem, finally acceded to the
WTO a year ago, on Dec 11,
2001. China became the
largest consumer market on
the WTO roster and has eight
years to adapt its economy to comply with the multilat-
eral system's rules

The WTO approved the addition of Armenia to its
membership, on the heels of Macedonia's accession,
bringing the member-country total to 146. However, the
open-door policy the WTO has followed since its creation in
1995 has encountered an exception in the case of Iran. The
US blocked Iran's accession to the multilateral trade body
for the eighth time in the last year and a half.

Supachai Panitchpakdi, the WTO chief, said reversing
the marginalisation of the least developed countries
(LDCs) is one of the major challenges the organisation
faces. The participation of the 49 LDCs in global trade has
fallen from 0.8 percent in 1980 to 0.5 percent. (Ps)

Ethical dealings

WASHINGTON - An anti-corruption group has unveiled a
set of guidelines that it says will help reduce corrupt
practices by transnational corporations and their agents in
the developing world. TRACE (Transparent Agents and
Contracting Entities) says its “Standard for Doing
Business with Intermediaries Internationally” will fill a
critical gap in global commercial practices and correct
some of the wrongdoing seen increasingly in interna-
tional business deals.

The non-profit organisation says its effort, supported by
major law firms and investor groups, is aimed at corpora-
tions that conduct business with foreign governments.
Under the standard, firms would: review the business and
technical credentials of foreign business intermediaries;
require three independent business references for the
person; request disclosure of prior bankruptcies or law-
suits and do an extensive media search of the intermediar-
ies and their work. They would also investigate whether any
government official or political candidate has ownership
interest or family relationships to the business concerned.

Applying the TRACES standard would eliminate bribery,
especially in mdusmes like arms |rade oil and gas, and

firms

use agents in |a|ks with fcre\gn gevemmenls (IPS)

; aandidate for
m:mhexshlp reaffirmed, even if
doubrs remain as to when it
illenallyjoin,

Teis urgent for member sates

n y change the
Second, t I in  EU pleses,chen the world vl become
which the EU operates is b “That p 1 able.  amuch

transformed by the stategic
revolution underway in Washing-
ton. For the past 50 years, the EU
vaashargely able to count on a
benign partnership with the US ina
muldlateral context that assumption
nolonger holds.

EU being unprepared for ts

Foraunacl,th ground s being
preparcd for eform by a convention
on the future of the union, chaired
by former French President Valery
Giscard dEstaing.

“The trouble s the stecp
escalation coincides with aswing o
opinion in a number of member
countries in fwvour ofa morc:

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair says that Europe should bea
artnr, not a servant or a rival, of
the US. That would ceruinly be:
progress on the European sideand
would require much closer forcign
policy cooperation within Europe:
Butunless thereis a fundamental

changein the posur f th Bush
i ful

“bigbang” enbrgementaggraates
the problem. N yidea
how to run a union of 25 or more
member states—notcven in terms of
basic logistis,starting with the

-witing
the EU treatics in terms which il
beworkable for the long term. In
particular,they nced to think more
ally abouta srong EU forcign
and security policy for two reasons.
Firs, enlargement will ake the
EU right up to Russiaand the
former Soviet Union; if Turkey
joins,the EU will extend to the
heartof the Middle East as well

in trandlation
requirements

“Theenlargement schedule
agreed at Copenhagen will define
the itof the union. Norway
and Switzerland may one day
possibly seek to join. Aside from the
war-ravaged Balkan staes,the only
imaginable additional candidacs,

EU, with more
b b

thatp ill be on nffex at

sovercign states and less arention to
common EU institutions. This is

all. lfwcmrelmngmawnrld in
whichthe US actssollyin s own

ig s
like Britain, France, and Spain;

linterests, the
EU will be compelled to do

o face

former“grea povers” who ar likewise. No EU government,
dir pe.  howeer, yet
They hope o perpruae (hm this. #  (© Project yndicure)

naional sovercignry.
Bu thisis the wrong soluion
tothe problem of a bigger EU.

assuming chat ch as

“European’, arc Russia, Belarus and

inan EU with 15 members. Itwill

(lan Davidson is an adviser to,
and a columnist for, the
European Policy Centre,
Brussels, and a former columnist
for the Financial Times,)

OPINION

opesof econciliaion between
tivals India and Pakistan have
o g srback with the
cancelation ofasummit of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
scheduled for mid-January in
Idamabad. Host-sate Pakistan
announced the cancellation his
month butitis India, and at ts
behest, tiny Bhutan, that cfecively
scurdled the mecting, Both India
and Pakdstan have blamed each other
for the summit's ancellation.
This will hure SAAR( 's

fair and relarively free lections in
Jammuand Kashmir. Last month
New Delhi announced it would
demobilise its 700,000 troops

Pakmzn for

by PRAFUL BIDWAI

Scuttled meet

beao s

SAARC’s

into a

vibrant economic bloc is the surest way of
shooting oneself in the foot.

In1999t00, Indi

ith lly di Jobal

ARC

confcewith Pakistanat Kargl. Thistime
round,India iy chimed they were
notcommunicated summie s,
although theywere in Septambe.
Later, New Delhi made s
atendance conditonal upon
“progress” toward sctting up a South

India’s second calculation is

helobabiglsguc by i of
thesize of it economy, the kills of
theeducated aers of s popla-
tion,and

Asian Free Trade Agreement, and
still later, on Pakistan ending its
support o “cross-border errorism”.
Iraccuses Pakistan of draggingits
fectand trying to wriggle ou of its
commitment toallow more imports
from India and grant it MFN (Most
Favoured Nation) treatment undera
World Trade Organisation agee-

information technology. It would
ather do business with superpow-
erslike the US, the EU and Japan,
and the Association of South-cast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), which s
considerably more dynamicand
auractive than SAARC. India has
found ithard to enterinto a cosy
relationship with any trade bloc. India

men, Thisis largely true, bucthe  hasbeen knockingon ASEAN's
amassed atthe border—opunih  regly doors
saysthe MN i China,

“cross-border terrorism”, in

particulr anattackon Indie's Parlz-

SAARC. SAARC has lived with
these tensions. Why India now cites

h Koreaand Japan. Meanwhil

Biodiversity and biopiracy

NEW DECHI - India's newly passed biodversity act has come under
strong criticism from leading environmental aciivists who say the
legislation alienates indigenous farmers from their own resources—but
facilitates biopira

Union Environment and Forests Minister T R Baalu, claims the act
safeguards the interests of local people, growers and cultivators of
biological diversity, as well as Indian researchers through the new
National Biodiversity Authority (NBA). State level boards and manage-
ment committees that wil regulate access to plant and animal geneic
resources support the act. Indian citizens and companies are allowed
free access to biological resources within the country for research
purposes but are barred from transferring findings to foreign enities
without the NBA's approval.

Critics from the Research Foundation for Science Technology and
the Environment (RFSTE) argue these provisions only succeed in
burying biodiversity under a mountain of bureaucracy that can only

farmers from their making
international biopiracy easler.
India has documented over 45,000 species of flora and 75,000

biogeographic zones. The country is one of the world's 12 megacentres
of biodiversity. (1Ps)
Extremist activity
KUALA LUMPUR - Much of the international spotlight on terrorism has
been focused on Indonesia and the Philippines, but new reports
indicate that there may be more links to extremist activity in neighbour-
ing Malaysia than has previously been thought of. According to a
recent report by the International Crisis Group (ICG), Malaysia has been
abase for terroristfigures over the past ye:

At a symposium on Islam last week at the United Nations University
in Tokyo, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad said there was a
link between a group of Malaysian Muslims and the al-Qaeda network.
He said the link could be tracked to the 80s, when a group of Malaysians

st Asia who went religious

India has neglected trade with other

ment Houselstyear. o themoscuttleth hasto
T sl dowith two alcul doutofall regional
It First, its leadershipisloath to  tradeblocs,
0 to Islamabad and shake hand: C

“pemancn’, verlfible”endo
lamabad's“supporcfortemorsm”.
Indiaisfrusrated athisand resens the

with President Musharraf.

SAARC's evolution intoa vibrant
blocis t N

rclmom with India to be made

bloc. Ironically, itis likely to cost

posiion in Bush's Waragainst Terror

India more dearly
memberol

talks on Kashmir,

wh\clv Indiais reluctant to hold

Absenediplomaic conacts, and
e

shootingoneselfin the foorand
condemning the region’s 1.3 billion
people occonomicisolrion,social
backvardnesand ol i By

grouping Hopesofathaw mlndu
Pakistan ek

forum whosecharerprventsa

amidst
again getintoan:

to ransom, India
b lished that negative:

brandishing the nuclear sword—

fear. & @175

OPINION

JOSEPH STIGLITZ

Celebrating the ittational

Princeton Uni ind Ver

Mason University in Virginia. Like many Nobel prizes, these awards

alo recognise the schools uflhoughr theyhelp olead.
Kahneman, a psychols
alybehine i ye e ol i rthodoncconomiss blve ey do.
Hisreserchshows noonly thrindiiduas comerimes act iy han
1, but thatthey do so regulary

arclly andin waystharcan vbeunderstoodand intrpreted rhmugh

T hvee cheers for the new Nobel Iaumrcs in economics: Dwe]
iy, f Geory

mists. ;

To i dindeed, ordinary obser his does
not seem like big news. Wall Street brokers who peddled stocks they knew
tobe garh loited the irrationality that Kah d Smith d

Much of the mania thatled o the bubble cconomy was based on exploiting,

investor psychology.

nfact, isno h p h
John Maynard Keynes described thestock market a based on a beauty
contest best wha the judges willsay.

This year's Nobl prize s celebrtes aciiqueof smplisic market
conomicsjustas st yearsavard id, Laseyears ureaes emphsied
dhatd ct) informa-
tion, and theseasy information have profound impacton how
ancconomy functions.

Theyimplicd hat markers wet no ingenea, fcens that there s
animportant rolefor government to play. Adam Smich’s

It is important to study people and
economies as they are, not as we want
them to be.

Kahneman's work, has been verified repeatedly in laboratory contexts.

invisible at least in part because it is not there. For more rhm r\\cnrvye«rs
hralled to so called ‘models

Amusingly tappearsaes i cxpeimenal suations) ht the s

arcnotas hypothesised—xcept for P

chich d thatall participants h Frot perfect) informa-
tion and act erfectly rationally, that markets are perfectly eficent, that
unemployment neverexists and where there s never any credic rationing,
One reason that cconomics s suchaa difficul subject i that cconomists
cannor conduct controlled experiments, Critcs sy subjects bring o
imental des of thought determined outside of the

d th asclean and the infe

The NobelPrissignifics how importan s tostudy peopland
cconomiesas they are,not s we want them to be. Orly by

by ANTOANETA BEZLOVA

Party docttine for

c hinese leaders’ new rallying cry o build iaokang
oravvell-offlife, which emerged from their crucial
16 Communist Party congessin November,
underscorestheir increasing anxicty over social incquality
in the country.

Conficianin origin,the 3,000-year-old phrase refers to
acondition of moderate prosperity, andis fleshing outas

p: pps
‘millions of Chinese peasants and workers who have been left

teforms. The Chinese communist leadership s still loath to
admitits ultimate goal i to createa middle chass, party
theorcicians havc opted foraterm with rich historical
overtonesthat would appeal both to China's nascent well-off
groupsand placate the disgruntled socal chasscs,

Tnthewakeof the congress a deluge of mediareports
about siaokang; have sid thatll of China il reach this
level of “moderate well-offlfe” by 2020. Thisisa revision of
Jate paramount leader Deng Xiaoping s sated goal in 1979
of eachinga well-offsociety by the end of the 20/ century.
Acthe ime, Dengalso warned thatin the rush toward
modeisaion some peoplewould getich firs” while the
majority of the country's 1.3 billion population would get
vih ater. “The newlinendicates China'sleadership will
pa

the Institut

? saysLu Xucyi,sociol
nﬂncmlogyard\e( hincse Academy of Social Sciences.

T isspeech t the arty congress, outgoing party chief
Jiang Zemin admitted that the well-ofFif that Chinese:
peoplewereliving was “acalowlevl, is “nocalinclusive”
and “very uneven’. He pledged to quadruplethe country's
percaptagrossdomestic product (GDP)in 2000 by 2020,
il exceed $3000. But the ral challenge

betteractual human behaviour can e hope to design policis thac will
make our economies work better as well. (@ Pujer e

(e ESiglits Prfesr o Economicsand inance at Coliibic,
mnd.

an overalliaokang
achieve fir disribution of social wealth because iaokang

*“Economicdevelopment has been the op priorityin the
past o decades. Socil justice is cqually important,” wrotea

not s clear cut. Nonetheles i insights intoa

2001 Nobel Priz

number of importantisues,such s the improved design of auctions. Most
importantly,the irrtionalit of market participants, which was the focusof

aj Clobdltim i Dicontens’)

fChina's k

The new
blueprint for
China’s

future
development. § e

“Whileaminoriygotrichry

Xiaokang

studies came in contact with Afghans fighting occupying Soviet forces.
Since last year, the government has used the tough Inernal
Security Act 10 arrest over 70 people accused of being Supporters of
Jemazh Islamiyah, the group that has been blamed for the October
attacks in Ball While Mahathi says the terrrist ik was orly through a
small group, the ICG report puts more emphasis on Malaysia's role. (PS)

Biased reporting

DHAKA - The release from detention of two foreign television ]uumalls(s
Jast week and the continued imprisonment of two of their local col

leagues underscores Bangladesh's sensiivity to media cuverage
relating to claims that religious extremists are operating there. Last
week Leopoldo Brono Sorrentino and Zaiba Naz Malk, o Brish-based
television journalist, arrested in Bangladesh on 25 November on
suspicion of antistate activites, arrived in London after being held in
prison for two weeks.

Police said the two entered the country to gather “twisted informa-
tion with a molive to project Bangladesh as a base for extreme funda-
mentalsts and a sanctuary for the members of dreaded al-Qaeda and
Taliban.” They were released on condition that they would not broadcast
any e st n Bargdesh. ool e were ot

fo used
bl it overhe o of e guvemmenls i e
the journalists, but also highlighted suspicions of the foreign media’s
intentions when reporting about Bangladesh amid the international
attention to religious extremists in Asia. (Ps)

injutseshundred s,
Between 1995 and 200, state-owned firms and work

units hid offsome 48 million workers “Economic

desclopment, speially nthe passixrseven yers,has

somesocial groups
The: ealso wart

i polarised berween rich and poor,” it said. Ific goes on,
the nation will have o pay a big socaland policcal prie.”
Judging by the pronouncementsat the 16° party
congress, where  newleadership with Vice Prsident Hu
Ji ected hicf, Bejing is coming to grasp

Bncath .

growingswealth gap. Thecalto uilda siaokang! sociery
has been termed in the state media as blucprint for
China'sfuture developmentand members o the
Communist Party all over the country mustformally
studyitsideas. A igh-profil cconomic conference also
declared the ey prioriticsof government work for next
yearwould be how to improve the welfare of ruralpeople,
id-offworkersand impoverished houscholds.

Tnthe past decade, China hasatracted some $800
billioninforcign investment—bu o sustain China’s
annualeconomic growth of 8 percentin thefurure,
Beijing nceds o educ the country'sdependence on
overseas capialand to createa szcable group of middle-

“T ital

China'scconomicrisehasofien been overlooked.”says
Richard Baum, professorof politcal science at the
University of California in Los Angeles. “Chinese
leaders however,are well aware that they need an
alienative source of cconomic growth should

one day the flow of foreign money into China dry
w4
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Leﬂ ] -gIt
Excerpts from an interview with pro-left intellectual Govinda Bhatta
Jana Bhawana, 16 December

You have remained quiet following the royal declaration
Why?
I haven't remained quiet (on the 4 October royal move).
Even before the present government was formed and
showed its true form, | had made my views clear. | told
those who accused the king of being regressive not to be
50 hasty. The Nepali Congress holds the biggest responsi-
bility for the current situation, but that doesn't mean we are
at loggerheads with His Majesty. We have to think about the
long term and resolve the crisis through dialogue. When |
said this, rightists lauded me for being right while leftists
told me | shouldn't have spoken in the king’s support. | still
say the royal declaration wasn't regressive. There are ways
to move on from here. Peaceful understanding and dia-
logue can save the country from regression. The king,
however, has been careless towards political parties—
those who came to power after the People’s Movement. It's natural for the public and the
political parties to feel angry if the palace chooses to go it alone.

Rather than working to create a consensus, the political parties are intent on criticising
the kingis declaration as unconstitutional and regressive. Theyire working towards
undermining the monarchy.

| will not call the royal declaration regressive, The king

ST I

us oonspiracy

Rocca, US asistant secretary ofstate
for South Asian Afirs n her recently

country for he st 12 year. In fact,
thisis truc, Politcal particscnjoyed
their monopoly and expanded their
organisations down tothe grass
oot circum-

in various government offccs only
added o her resolve to getan
cducation. She started learning to
read and wite wich the help of her

stances proved that political parics
wanted to hold elections when they
werein power. They were notabove

1 Id d: Najra Bano.
Soon, other women in the
community joined herand
Amiran’s cxample has cncour.\gud

resources for
theirown benefir. These politcal
parties now accuse the king of
violting the constitution aficr
sing the royal move did notserve:
theirinerests, Leaders a the helm

suppression ofheinsurgency. During
her four-day stayshe met th king,
primeminiser, chiefofarmy staffand

including
Keidin Prsad B, e
Ganesh M d late Man

50 women from

become et *Ldon'c ey t0
learn along with my grandson racher
foelproud.” said Amiran. Sheisa
rarityin the mid-western districtof
Bankewher ncarly 90 percentofthe
Muslimareillierae. “Thisisa
welcome move, Wearcalso ayingto

Molun Adhikari, had repeatedly

leadersof poltical prtics While isthe only insitu-
everyoneceinthecountyiskooking ton that s abided by the
Heeal sl F Ve must

with promiscsofincreased US aid to

Nepal. Sheappealed o the Maoist o

notforgehisaliy:
‘Theanger of the partiesis

ared

ingthenced forfirscreatinga

S
alone. But they haven' brought out

aid Mohammed Siddiqui,a noted
social worker from Nepalganj.

Wanted: judges

Budhabar, 18 December

Nepal's counssarc cxperienciffeie
shortage of judges which has
resultedin a deay ofjustice. The

poliicalemvironmentconducivero  any program to deal with the

theiurrender Shealiohinedthar  Maoisinsurgency so far. Despve
y might enlistche Maost levelledat the king,

asateroristgroupinthe ncarfuture,  they haven't reached

s—two
pcrm:mcm postsand thrce

hervisitwas o cncouragethe
i

has reiterated that he wants to hold elections qu\ckly and to hand over power to the govern-
ment formed after the election. Even the present government has said it wants to hold
elections as soon as possible. The current crisis is the result of the king being put in a
difficult position and the inability of the parties to come to a consensus. We can't call it an
unconstitutional or regressive step. A few positive aspects have emerged from this situa-
tion. Corrupt ministers are being taken to task. Today, the people will not be swayed by the
terms “democracy” and to vote for political parties. If the parties are right in their criticism of
the king, why are the people quiet? The day after the royal declaration, there should have
been millions of protestors on the street.

What direction will the nation take when political parties react to the royal declaration?
From his deliberations with political leaders and the views that the king has expressed, | do
not suspect him of trying to undermine democracy and establish autocratic rule. But if
powers within the palace and rightists surrounding the King are trying to use him to bring
about such a situation, we have to fight to the end. | do not think the demonstrations and
public meetings taking place now are aimed against the king. But | do suspect a rightist
conspiracy to undermine democracy, which the people fought for in 1990. This suspicion is
aimed at those rightists who want to make the king helpless and then take power.

What is the way out for the country?

The most important issue is to solve the Maoist problem. As long as they ignore the Mao-
ists, no party can run an effective government. When the king formed the government, his
priority was peace and security, local elections and general elections, in that order. This is a
visionary point of view.

THE WEEK

The Sher Bahadur Deub declared the
reconsidered. Until decided otherwise, they are terrorists.

The present government has not

- Prime Minister Lokendra Bahadur Chand in Rajdhani, 13 December.

Cartoon of the week

Talks”

HCEH & Spacerime, 15 December

sion againstthe insurgents. It annot
bejstacincidenc thther i

what His Majestyshould have done.
Partiesthat malign the king by
uying o interpret the country's
constituion to st their purposesis
notanaw phcnommon Wean

wmofacampaign forapoliicl
Maoist problem. It

ithepoliicl arcs

—arevacantat
Nepal Supreme Court. The

Judicial Councl, comprising the
Chicf Justice, two senor judges,
the minister for aw and a member
nominated by the king has yetto
address Conse-

c]mr(hm( the USh

quendy,the number of ascsarc

plhngvm larg of judges
Iso vacant at the

ict courts. Many

douslyfrominsaabiltyin Nepaland I the
o e e and di

withit forcesin his bevweenthe —of thesc ostshavebeen vacane
country. The U he it dih ies. This ex-t

“anid CI\mamo»emem fomNepd

dlarly demonstratesthe particsare

Chinaposes Ifthe Nepali Congress
and CPN-UML iscommitted to the
welfrcofthe counay theyshould be
abletospeakoutfor noninterference
by racionarics.

Pointing fingers

Columnby Sirsh Shumser Rana in

Hindu, 10 December

Ithash lar

Muslim women

Sirazuddin Khan'n
Himakya Times 16 Decemmber

Forty-six-ycar-old Amifimisatoraras
learning o read and write. She

spends twohours cach morning and
eveningstudying together with her
daughtérand grandson. The

this

ay that

ching siy h inthe

Wee

hiefJustice
Keshay Raj Upadhyaya. Filling up
these posts has becomea b
challenge for present Chief Justice
Kedar Nath Upadhyaya. Ac
present,seven posts in the
Supreme Court, 29 postsin the
appellate courts,and 15 posts n
the distict courts are vacant, For
the dime being, about 16,000
cases have been put asideat the
Supreme Court while 25,000
cases at the Supreme Court,
appellate courcs and district
courts are awaiting hearings

A commentary by Ritubichar in
Himal Khabarpatrika 16-30 December

“Jogimaraka Jyundaharu” is a documentary
made by journalist Mohan Mainali for the
Centre for Investigative Journalism. “Jyunda”
literally means the living, but ironically the film
is about 17 young men from Jogimara village
in Dhading district who were killed by security
forces while they were building an airport in
Kalikot. The story is linked through the
narratives of their widows, fathers, mothers,
sons and uncles. They all lost their breadwin-
ners and the effect on Jogimara has been
devastating.

Mainali's film documents the grief, the
loss and chronicles how the families and the
village coped with the loss of not even getting
the bodies of their relatives back. The story of
this community was first published in Himal
Khabarpatrika and Nepali Times (#106).

Jogimara premiered recently at the
Kathmandu International Mountain Film
Festival 2002. The documentary proved to be
S0 popular that two additional screenings at
the Russian Cultural Centre played to full
houses. Many in the audience couldn't hold
back their tears, and many were so moved
that they asked how they could help the
relatives of the dead.

However, the government didn’t share the
audience’s empathy. It made its displeasure
known by harassing the festival organisers

ing not allowed

and even the film director. Groups of uni-
formed policemen made their presence felt at
the festival venue. There was a demand for
the tape and plainclothes policemen were
asking questions. Finally, a phone call from a
higher-up authority directed the film not be
shown at all.

When an “incompetent’ government
declared an “emergency” in November last
year, it started a process of eroding our
fundamental rights. Now, with a “clean”
government and a rescinded emergency, it
seems we aren't allowed to watch a movie
and grieve for our fellow Nepalis. Have we
lost the right to weep, too?

oI O

STEVE MeCURRY

ITERATU

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

War and the
Child’s Imagination

recently read stories for a competition of school children's stories, in which entrants were

free to write on anything related to contemporary Nepal. The vast majority of stories written

by those in school were set amid the Maoist insurgency. The children could have written on
any aspect of today’s life, and yet they—almost uniformly—chose this topic. It made me feel
afraid.

Not that the stories were bad. Most were crafted very well, and displayed a sophistication of
language that | had not expected from teenagers writing in what is, in many cases, their second
language. Judging for the quality of language alone, | should have been impressed. But | got
stuck on the question: what are the limits of our children’s collective imagination? And what do
these limits say about us?

A surprising number of stories depicted the Maoists as warriors for a just cause. Others
depicted them as misguided in adopting violent methods, but essentially good people. Only a
few stories depicted government forces in heroic terms. These stories came, by and large,
from children studying at the most elite schools of the country. The children had obviously seen

little of the insurgency themselves: yet
they had formed strong views about it.
Their idealism was typical of their age,
and sweet. It was the uniformity of
their choice of subject that kept
haunting me. What does it say about
us that our children—all—want to write
about war?

Perhaps we wrote them in our
childhood as well: those poems and
stories that school children send in to
the daily newspapers, published
much to the pride of parents the
country over. Some of these works are
good, and some need a little more
work. The large majority are very
altruistic. Many dispense advice on
how to develop the country. Others
sing paeans to the beauty of the
motherland. Indeed, national pride
is much in evidence, as is a ten-
dency to preach, lecture and wax
moral.

What is it that leads our children to
write on such weighty, important
matters, matters that—no offense to
children—really are beyond their
reach? Why don't they write, instead,
on their schoolroom tensions and
playground politics, or on the foibles
and follies of their relatives and
neighbours and friends? What is it

that makes them feel that their everyday experiences are not worthy of stories and poems?

“Write what you know" being the first rule of writing. Not the only one, but a good one to
begin with, since it teaches the budding writer the value of observing the world around him
or her. The imagination is served by these observations. From close scrutiny of a game of
marbles between friends, a story of great beauty could unfold, even a story that touches on
the home truths of today...

But perhaps | am being nostalgic. The story below, which | came across by chance, was
written by Aayushi Sapkota, a student in class 3, while her father was detained on allegations
of being a Maoist:

One day at our house 10 or 12 army came. First we didn't know that who was coming. So
we thought that someone was coming to our aunt's home. After that they knocked on the door
by calling out our father's name. So my mother opened the door and looked to see who they
were after. After coming inside our house they started to check our room and ask questions
and beat my father. After checking everything they did not find anything. So they went out. They
beat my father very much, then they put my father in a jeep. | became sad and cried.

That day was ‘Shiva Ratri'. Lord Shiva was born on that day. We should do puja for Lord
Shiva that day, saying we are trying to bring out my father. We are going to be successful.

One day they called my mother to their barrack. So my mother went, but | could not go
because | had gone to school. My mother went and met my father there and returned. After
that day | also went, but they did not give me time to meet him. So | returned.

Here, then, is a child who is writing what she knows. It is not her fault that what she
knows is terrible.

In Impsnum ms buok on the messy integration and dls\n(egvanon of lhe Soviet Unlon
I SRURURI S i those whoive =
Inthe Decpmber H\ma\

IS
idological ievvor ‘A mmd touched b}
dnothematic, spinning around one
tains us, allows us to exist. That is why Hiespuier i shositiopeefeathabniyg thigNRI.."

We may be losing more than we know, wachmns are
efng colonised by the subject of war: We may b%emg o \anﬁn theast Asia
Exposing the saffron brigade's fundraising scam
Starvation amidst surplus: The business of hunger

Ved Mehta's tempest of self-revelation

Sashaying through structural adjustment:
Theugly business of beauty

Hindutvaindoctrination: Growing into their knickers
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The marriagg of

am Kumar’s son

cards, Rajesh sat beside them snatchinga
Ginkor two himselfand sometimes ven hving
afew hands at the game. He enjoyed this new found
frcedom, away from the glaring cycs o hs facher
and mingling with senior officers gave him a sense
of fulfillment. But now there was only one thing
lacking i his ife—a pretey wife. Slowly the thoughe
was hitting him harder,cspecialy when he sawthat
every evening whileallthe other offcers had their
wives o go back to, he was Iefe with no choice but to
goback toaloncly, dingy room. He waned a change
desperatcly, and atcly spent his nights figuring out
ways to bring this up with hisfather.

However, proposalsfor him had alrcady been
pouring i from various sectors in Kathmandu, but
asthe father of the groom, Ram himsclfwasn’t
satisied with any of them. Somecimes thegirlswere
nor pretty nough whileatother times no agrecment
could be reached on the dowry issue. He was quick to
point out that he wasn'tafier money bu for his own
daughters’ marriage, he had tosllthe small patch of
ancestral land that he had in the village. Now it was
only fi he gota portion ofthe fortune back,

Aftct rejecting scores of proposals,finally hope
had come through a colleague at the office. The
family in question was the collcaguc’s ncighbour
They were looking for a suitable boy for their
daughterwho had passed matriculation examina-
tions with second-class honours. The colleaguc,
Kiran ji,was carefully handpicked by the girl’s
father to actasthe middleman and Kiran fiflour-
ished in the honour. Tiwitching his long handle bar
moustache and adjusting his tradicional cap cvery
now and then, he painted his masterpicce, expertly
blending his stroke with fluidity and caution.

“She is not only beautiful but an expert cook as
well. She sprinkles her food with a pinch of spice
anda dash of ove. No wonder. I keep smelling my
hands hours afier cating and what's more, she is
10 passed. I'm telling you, don’t let this chance
slip away. They are willing to give twenty thousand
rupees in cash along with a bed and a cupboard.”

He then dug his hand into his back pocket and
took outa passpor sze photo of the girl. When
Ram looked at her, he was ac once engrossed. He
felethe young cherubic girl smiling ac im s
someone he had known for a long time. Perhaps a
beautiful daughtcr he had never had, since his own
daughters had not been blessed with any sriking
quality. Aficr some thought, Ram consened to mce
the party at their house, on the following weckend.

“That night he told Maya Devi abour the
proposal over diner. She crouched in her space,
lisening to every word withou giving any responsc.
Ram slurped to his satisfaction, pushing balls of ice
into his mouth, licking daal thar trickled like
teardrops down his wrist Afrer he finished, he
belched, abruptly gor up to wash his hands and It
the kitchen. He sat on his cane chair kept on the
smal atio,and e is akcigarete.

*Sharmas from Bancshwor... Wonder if they're
related to the Sharmas from Chahbail. Anyway, if
they're giving bed and a cupboard with twenty
thousand rupees,it's not such a bad deal,” he
murmared under his breath and gave alongsigh, as
his eyes fell on the small patch of unkempt garden
growing wildlyoutsde the patio. He ficked the
cigarcte burt into the garden and went n.

Allweek, Ram thought about the forthcoming

I n the evenings, while the seniors drank rum and

by RANJAN ADIGA

art 11

Short Story Compet
(18-35 category).

sesccessesscsssesscssense

have been an acquaintance of Ram. After their tea
and fricd peas were consumed, Ram paid for both,
and they walked back to the office; Ram in a
pensive mood, stroking his chin with his ingers
and Kiran jiwiping his greasy fingers on his long
moustache, a perpetual grin pasted on his face

The day finally arrived. Ram got up earlier than
usual, and as he did cvery morning, went to say his
prayers in the puja room. Bare-chested, clad only
i awhite dhoti with the sacred thread hanging
loose on his shoulder, he briskly made his way
around as f he had ten other things on his mind,
For Ram, the half an hour spent there was the most
peaceful moment of his day and he rounded up his
ritual by rotating the incense stick with his right
hand and tinkling the bell with hislef hand.

Immediately afrer the prayers were over, he
hurricd to Rajesh’s room and banged on his door,

“Rajesh, ch Rajesh, get up fast and wash
yourself, Your mother s waiting for you in the puja
room. These young men today...”he muttered and
wentabout ike a man on a mission with no time
towaste. But Rajesh was up already, lying on his
bed, saring vacantly aca crack in the ceiling, He
had been waiting for this day and could not
contain his cxcitement when his father had asked
him to come to Kathmandu. The deal had been
struck without him having to bring it up, which
had made him so happy that he had celebrated the
occasion by swigging halfa borclc of rum all by
himselfand making his seniors dance with him to
folk music. And now when the moment arrived, he
feltat peace with his burning desires. He had seen
the gilspicture and had coyly nodded his appre-
ciation to his sisters. He felt lucky that such a
beauriful girl would ever come his way and alrcady
in his mind, started fantasising about their first
night together. Now he was doing the same when
hewas roused by the loud thuds on his door

By ten, the Kumar family was ready. Ram was
dressed in. gray tunic with tradicional close-fitting
trouscrs and a flower-patterned cap resting proudly
on his head. Maya Devi, was adorned ina red sari
and jewelry, which she had worn only during her
daughters’ martiage. But even the lvish dress
filed o bringany light o erfice. Rjesh vorea

mecting, and was suddenly overtaken by a ncw gust of
energy. Whatever he did, he had the event a the back
of his mind. At the office, he sat on his desk with the
ledger openin front of him, peeringover t Kiran jis
table, cager o srike up another conversation about
the Sharmas. Kiran /i himself remendously excited
with his rolc, sneaked to his table a cvery given
opportunity, carying brown fil to give the
impression that it was official, and sat beside him
to divulge yet another picce of information on

the Sharmas.

Actiffin time both of them went down to the
tea stal and discussed the background of the
Sharmas atlengeh. Their roots, branches, sub
branches. Inevitably somebody or the other would

neat da pairofred trouserscris
ironcdand propely resed. The drsswasa pefct
match forthe blush on hisface. When the daughters
arived, carying their babicslike bundles of clthes,
they all headed off,squeczed in two tais o the house
ofthe Sharmas.

“The Sharmas grected them at the door. The fher
ofthe bride, an officer in the Ministry of Health wasa
cunning Brahmin with an aquiline noseand ly eyes.
He received them with the traditional namasteand a
wide gin, flashing an uneven row of tobaccostined
teeth. His wife who had appeared from behind had a
strking resemblance to Maya Devi.

(Tobe completedin#125)
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ABOUT TOWN

FESTIVAL AND EXHIBITIONS

< WINNER Showcase 2002 women entrepreneur’s exhibition 10AM-7PM, 21-22
December at Tridevi Temple, Thamel.

< Snow and other adventures: “Poems in Frames” by Mark Wyatt at Lazimpat Gallery

Café, Lazimpat.

Cubism by Surendra, paintings by Shova and ceramic sculptures by Cecile Houdret at

Park Gallery till 25 December. Park Gallery, Patan. 522307

Woodturning in Kathmandu by Dan Hogan, and Unspoken Words: new Tibetan

Calligraphy by Dhumakhang at Indigo Gallery, Kathmandu. 8AM-6PM till 14 January.

413580

Tamang Cultural Festival and International Tamang Conference 2002.19-22 December,
Exhibition Hall, Bhrikuti Mandap.

EVENTS

+ Kids Carnival at Hyatt Regency 10AM-4PM, 21 December. Rs 1500 for family of three,
Rs 600 inclusive of all activities. 491234

+ Winter Day Camp ECCA for students (Class 4-9) 29 December-14 January. ECCA,
Thapathali, Kathmandu. 268297,268328 email: ecca@mos.com.np

music
“ Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINKS

+ Paddy Foley's Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday nights. 416096.

# Friday Indulgence Taste 12 Scottish single malts for Rs 999 at the Piano Lounge, Hotel
Yak and Yeti. 248999

Foop

% The Coffee Shop Christmas Eve Buffet dinner Rs 600 per person, 24 December.
Christmas Day Buffet lunch Rs 450 (veg), Rs 500 (non veg), 25 December. Hotel de’ |
Annapurna

The Rox Restaurant Traditional Christmas Eve dinner Rs 1700, 24 December.
Christmas lunch buffet Rs 1250, 25 December.

Hyatt Regency Kathmandu.

The Fire Club drinks, dinner and dancing, 8PM

onwards. Rs 1999 couple, Rs 999 per person.

Thamel. 410809

Multi Cuisine at Nanglo's Deli, relocated to Durbar

Marg. 224707

Wood fired pizzas, cocktails and coffee at the

Roadhouse Café, Thamel

Taste of Beijing Roast duck and other Chinese meat, fish and vegetarian delicacies.
Bejjing Roast Duck Restaurant, Birendra International Convention Centre. 468589
Tukche Thakali Kitchen Buckwheat, barley, bean, and dried meat specialties. Also
brunch with porridge and pancakes, all raw material from Tukche village. Durbar Marg.

GETAWAYS

+ Bardia Bonkers Freshwater dolphins, giant tigers, elephants, safaris, rafting, evening
cocktails, traditional food. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com

< Birdwatching, short hikes, writing 30 minutes from Kathmandu at Shivapuri National
Park. Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years
Shivapuri Heights Cottage, www. com. Email: com

& Tea House Combo Room, breakfast, Nepali thali dinner, swimming, jacuzzi. Rs 700 per
head on twin sharing for Nepalis and expats, Tea House Inn, Nagarkot. 410432

+ Writing Retreat Full board package. Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing
and nature at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

% Christmas and New Year Packages at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

% Lakhuri Bhanjyang Getaway at Adventure Camp & Country Kitchen, 15 km from Lalitpur
for day trips, short hikes, picnics or overnight stays. 981032785, 418922

% Christmas at Dhulikhel Lodge Resort Rs 2002 per person includes dinner, breakfast
and welcome drink. 222389, 011-61114

[ For inclusion in the listing send information o editors@nepaliimes.com ]

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

Al pretty much settled over the subcontinent. And first
signs of the dense fog over the Indo-Gangetic plains
visble inthis satelite picture taken on Wednesday
morning. As winter advances, and the mercury plummets
temperature inversion over the plains and moisture from
an expanding irigation network over the Nepal tarai and
the Indian plains is going to make this thick fog some-
times lasting days. There are no signs of a cyclonic
circulation over the Bay that could pull a westerly front
our way. So expect morning fog in the plains and
Kathmandu Valley, giving way to hazy afteroon
sunshine.

KATHMANDUVALLEY

Fii sat sin Nen Te
2003 [l 2004 2103 2003 [l 2003

BOOKWOI

Communication for Development in the Third World: Theory and Practice for
Empowerment (2 c

Stinivas R Melkote and H Leslie Steeves

Sage Publications, 2001

Rs792

Thiscomplecly revisedeion builds o e fameworkprovidedyth alier et Iraces
thehistory o developmentc

heir andp dmodelsford ',, : in the new
century.
Co ry Pakistan: Politica i ises Veena Kukreja
bage Publications, 2002
472
“Theauthor rovides rare exsoned analyses nd nsighsno thepoliiclprocses e workin
Pakistan. Sh regard, Pakistani politcs noconly asa

right butasa duy. Thisis a topical, cogently argued and insightful commenary.

‘The Civic Culture of Local Development Laura A Reese and

Raymond A Rosenfeld

Sage Publications, 2002

Rs2935

Thefocus o cconomic devclopment polcy proidesavindo onlocl decison makingand
allows for  introduced by the authors, bou the role oflocal civic

culturein framing localdecisions of al types. New research questions are posed and new
dircctions are raised.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Give yourself the gift of Reflexology !
email: buddhasfeet or ring 425-931

« Naked Chef - Room, breakfast, dinner package
* program NRs.1440
« or US$19 Tel: 413628/680006
Visit Ground Zero Fine wines, :
designer candles, cards, exclusive « ForRent:
Nepali paper products, : Afully furished one bedroom apartment house
silver jewellery, wooden items, « s available for rent in Handigaon. Five Minutes
perfumes and more. Darbar Marg, < walk from Bhatbhateni Supermarket. Please
opposite Hotel de I'Annapurna % contact Joshi at Tel. 412012 (8-10AM / 7-9PM)

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

and ed
mm u! m< nuume 0 status

m”wi”f”‘m‘ '_ p, AIIOther

JAINEPAL CINEMA

tle track. Die Another Day
who said the Bond serie: 6P
buried ye: lephone booking: 4

onFM102.4

Mon-Fri  0615-0645 BBC World Today

Sat 0615-0645 BBC Reporting Religion
Sun 0615-0645 BBC Agenda

Daily 2045-2115  BBC awreft &ar

Daily 2245-2300 BBC awieft @ar

Sun-Fri 0740-0800 u#fpa (¥fgar afawn)
Sun-Fri  0800-0830 zadt (fawawa s=avfsman
Sun-Fri 2000-2030 srrwwr wmIT (wwarafow famaar agw)

Sat 0800-0830 wifed sifwara
Sat 1930-2000 ey fa=ry (gerarfasy @rwd)
Sat 2000-2030 wzdfifam ws=

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681, Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radi i org, i org
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Spam scam

hanks to recentadvances in Information
Technology, it now possible for s to eceive
vitaltps forliving our lves to the fllest right

here in the comfort of our Itis

cam

youare perfecty aware thatten times as many animals are
beheaded n our abattoirs every month Please et your

tempting fo us to take the information revolution for
granted, butimagine how lost we would be f there
was o one offring s discounted purchases o viagra
online, or telling us how to geta 5.25percent 30 year
fixed rae mortgge

Imagine, allthis knowledge and

inbarbarism againsthe animal kingdom.
Yours, Outraged.

Dear Sir: Thank you for your response to my leter of 157
instant. We are glad that you have just deposited $800,000

igeand i
me personally by anonymous benefactors for 100per.
cent free of cost. And, asour
forcfathers taught s, we should
never turn down anythingthat
isfiec.
To those of you who just
delete theirjunk mail wichout
even thinking, a word of
warning: you may be throwing
away your chance of beinga
virile illionaire with a double
PhD from the Universiy of
Phocnis, haveincredibly white
teeth, and be the proud owner
ofa Honda Civic forjust $100!
Fow? Justsend me your redic
card numberand date of cxpiry.
(Ha-ha-hal Just oking.) Asa matter offct,all you
have to dois disable the spam guard on your internet,
and the world becomes your oyser:

Tumthe Clock Back!
css,

theright decision. To answer your query aboutwhen 75%of
MrSonny Abachals inheriance wil
betransferred toyour own offshore
account letme assure you on my
Scouts Honour (‘Cross my heart
andhopetodie.") thatwe will dothis
inthe nottoo distant future.
MufasaMatata & Co.
Solicitors o the Estate of
NirSonny Abacha

Enlerge Your Appendix
Increase the size of your appendix
by ¥ainchin one week! Our doctor
approved tabletwil enlarge your
vestigal organ by upto 3inchesina
month. No prescriptions necessary.
Over 100,000 satsfied customers. htp://
waappendage nedshimil

Fine Print. Anti Spam Poicy Disclaimer: Under Bil
S.1618Title IIl passed by the 105" US Congress, satire

NN and even Oprah. Forget about

dayby day. The next
besthi L oryour
moneyback. erthe proposed HR 3113 Unsolicited
aboutthis qualiy health product,Ciick here. Commercia Col 12002, further

ppedatnocostioyou.

DearSr
Irequest you tolet your government know that | am very .-J} Ejpect

the annual Gadimai Mela in Bara District. How dare you

-y

NEPALI SOCIETY

Positively Malvika

iss Nepal 2002 Malvika
Subba's private hurde
was learning to strut in

high heels. She pursued

fashionable and if you want to live
up to that, you have to try to be

perfect. But at the end of the day
'm just normal Malvika,”she says.

INTEGRAL

SAPPHIRE CR
1ONDS
CLASP MADE OF TITANIUM

We are also at
DURBAR MARG

(in front of Wimpy
The most convenient
shoping place

KHICHAPOKHARI, TEL: 222539; BISHAL BAZAR - Shop no. 29, New Road, Tel: 221971, ¢ ffom parking

Blucbird Department Store - Tripureshwor; Tel : 228833 Ext. 5418;

Durbar Marg-Tel: 242821 _problems

that with the single-minded
determination that she applies
10 her lfe. "You have to really
believe in what you're doing
because if you're unsure then
your objective sn't clear. Make
aplan for what you want and
how you're going to get there.
Then go for it”

This 21-year-old set her sights
onthe Miss Nepal crown when the
pageant began in 1994 but waited
tll she graduated before sending
in an application. For a closet
feminist (‘| knowwhat my rights are

and what | wan, but | don't go on
and on about it), Malvika
thinks beauty pageants “are a
positive way to showcase
what you are" and nothing
annoys her more than
airhead stereotypes of
beauty queens. She plans to
get a degree in mass

Her family and friends don' treat
her any differently. With a small
moue she says her mother stil
monitors her pocket money,
doesn't allow oo many late
nights, too much TV of long
phone conversations.

Malvika confesses she wasn't
used to the attention. “I'm not
enjoying all of it because now, as a
public figure, | think before doing
things. But 'm taking itin my
sride," she says confidently. The
highlights of her public appear-
ances have been her fans, young
aspiring beauty queens, who ask
for autographs and tips. Her
advice? “Finish your education
because that's really important
Absorb what's happening, read
and groom yourselt

Malvika thinks Nepali pageants
have a long way to go compared to
India where they have become

with a little
TV presenting on the side,
justtl she learns enough
o work behind the camera.
She dislikes judgmen-
tal people, but n the two
weeks since being
crowned has leamed that
as a public figure she
will be judged. “People
expect to see someone
petite, graceful and

pinners, espe-
cialy ater the success of several
Indians at the Miss Universe and
Miss World contests. Given the
chance, she would like to compete
for Miss World and represent Nepal
as an*Ambassador of Peace”

“We have to Show we want
peace and are determined to
reclaim what we had before—a
peaceful nation where we did not

have to live in fear.” ¢
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