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rivatisation sounds great in
theory. But Nepal’s experi-
ence with handing over

sick state-owned enterprises to
private business has not
guaranteed recovery. In fact,
controversial privatisation deals
over the past decade have
reeked of malpractice.

Many public enterprises are
now so far gone, there are no
buyers, and the trend is towards
liquidation. Soon after being
appointed finance minister two
months ago, Badri Prasad
Shrestha unveiled his Economic
Reform Program which included
the privatisation of eight
state-owned enterprises this
fiscal year.

Ministry officials say they are
fast-tracking proposals put in the
deep freezer by previous
governments. But many of these
enterprises are so sick that there
are no private-sector takers and
will likely be put out their misery.
The government has already
decided to liquidate Nepal Coal,
Cottage Industrial and Handicraft
Emporium and Hetauda Textiles,
government sources told us.

But five others, including
Himal Cement, Hetauda Cement,
Birgunj Sugar, Bhaktapur Brick
and Tiles and Butwal Power are

on the anvil for privatisation. The
most time consuming has been the
handover of Butwal Power
Company (See box, p7).

“We have given top priority to
Butwal Power Company,” finance
secretary Bhanu Prasad Acharya
told us. The cabinet is expected to
decide late Thursday on a
Norwegian-funded compensation
package following the Maoist
damage of the Jhimruk powerplant
that is delaying the process.

After identifying seven ailing
public enterprises for privatisation
in 1997, the government has only
managed to split the Agriculture
Inputs Corporation into two
separate private companies, and

carry off a torturous sale of the
National Tea Development
Corporation.

Privatisation of non-
performing state-owned
enterprises is high up on the
economic reform agenda being
pushed by bilateral and multilat-
eral donors and lenders. In its
1999-2001 Country Assistance
Strategy (CAS), The World Bank
tied the bank’s future lending
with privatisation. The govern-
ment’s privatisation plans are
also linked to the IMF-backed
Poverty Reduction and Growth
Facility (PRGF).

,

���������-continued�

�����������	�
���

,��.��������"���������
���������#��

M
IN

 B
A

JR
A

C
H

A
R

Y
A



� /	0&1�0�2 �20 - 26 DECEMBER 2002 3/,�20�&04/�20 - 26 DECEMBER 2002 3/,�20�&04/�

Nepali Times is published by Himalmedia Pvt Ltd,
Chief Editor: Kunda Dixit
Design: Kiran Maharjan
editors@nepalitimes.com,   www.nepalitimes.com
Advertising: Sunaina Shah  advertising@himalmedia.com
Subscription: Anil Karki  subscription@himalmedia.com
Sales: Sudan Bista  sales@himalmedia.com
Sanchaya Kosh Building, Block A-4th Floor, Lalitpur
GPO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 01-543333-7,  Fax: 01-521013
Printed at Jagadamba Press, Hattiban: 01-547018/17

	/5/21,4/3&� �/&

Daniel Lak’s angry call for those
in the “development industry” to
speak about the current state of
Nepal is well aimed (“A develop-
ing crisis”, # 121). Having both
worked within the development
machinery ourselves, this
criticism strikes an uncomfortable
nerve. There is now a move
towards hiring consultants–and
consequent diverting of funds—to
continually re-analyse the
situation. The focus of what
needs to be done, and how that
needs to be done is shifting, for
example like working on issues
around conflict displaced people
and figuring out new ways of
working in conflict effected areas.

STATE OF THE STATE by CK LAL

3�&013

Many analyses have been done
but the impact of the policies and
working practices of the develop-
ment agencies themselves are all
too often omitted. What appears
lacking in the public domain is
much evidence of analytical self
reflection, and the lack of analysis
and focus on some of the develop-
ment organisations’ practices
themselves. These are frequently
based on ideologies of privatisa-
tion and marketisation, for
example. Yet despite many
practitioners (and we include
ourselves here) best intentions the
effects of what we do, may be quite
different to what is intended. We
only have to think of the rise in the
number of private pharmacies and

the increased expenditure for many
marginalised ill, frequently on
useless profit driven treatments, as
one possibility. Might they further
enhance poverty and
marginalisation for many and thus
feed a disenchantment that fuels
directly the rise of increasingly
violent and radical ideologies?
Questions like this are vitally
important to pose and research in
these current times, and not just
reject as being too ideologically
focused. Given the influence
development organisations have in
Nepal, their absence in these
analyses results in an increasingly
distorted picture of the way in which
the current situation is represented.
There is now a desperate need to
redress this gap to include the aid
machinery itself in any further
critical analyses of the current
situation, however uncomfortable
that may be.

Dr Ian Harper and
Sandra MacDonagh by e-mail
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Central Working Committee
Member of CPN-UML party Pradip
Nepal (“Twisting the truth”, #123)
has ferociously complained about a
RSS news report regarding appar-
ent misuse of medical expenditure
by few politicians in the past 12
years. Nepal, in one of his regular
columns in a prominent daily
newspaper, had once written about

his embarrassing moment when
youths on the footpath loudly
talked about “dacoit MPs” ( danka
sansad ) and had admitted that
sometimes he feels like hiding
his MP badge while walking on
the street. In this so called
“politically-conscious society”,
constructive criticism about
public-interest-issues published
in news media should not be
taken as “jounalistic crime”.
Moreover, inter-party and intra-
party squabblings (mud-slinging
may be a more appropriate word)
were taken as perfectly normal
phenomena in our past 12 years
of democracy. At the same time,
all political leaders have been
saying that our nation’s unique
political system has four main
power centres—Royal Palace,
Nepali Congress (NC), UML and
Maoists. Hence, even if Pradip
Nepal’s contention that it is a
deliberate attempt by one
power center to defame the NC
and UML leaders is true, it
should be taken in a demo-
cratic spirit, especially when the
Royal Palace itself is digesting
all kinds of direct criticism and
verbal abuse by NC and UML
senior leaders against the
institution of Monarchy.

Sugat Ratna Kansakar,
Kamaladi

�� “The Exodus” by Karuna
Thapa (#123) touched a raw

nerve. The photographs of
thousands of Nepalis who have to
flee their own country in search
of jobs and security showed the
stark reality and the great despair
of the poor people of Nepal. But
in the same issue you have
industrialist Mohan Gopal
Khetan floating conspiracy
theories about politics. It is very
sad that while thousands of
people are dying or forced to
leave their homes, you have the
rich and the elite in Kathmandu
having nothing better to do than
giving interviews and airing their
cynical views. My question to you
is: are the people living in
Kathmandu even remotely aware
of the problems existing outside
the valley? What are all the rich
industrialists and power brokers
doing to help the country in its
present condition, other than
blame the present or previous
government, the king, etc, etc?
You take a walk on the busy
streets of Kathmandu and find
Kathmanduites rushing about
shopping and having fun and
see the poor and displaced on
the streets. I am sure the Maoists
are making the most of this
situation. There is much to be
learnt and there is much to be
done by not just the government
but every citizen of Nepal. Not
just blaming others, but being
positive and individually

� � � � � � �

contributing by being less
cynical.

G Binisha, by email

�� Reading Kunda Dixit’s “The
villagers’ support keeps me
going..." (# 116) and Toya
Dahal’s “Captain saved airport,
but not himself” (#117) made me
proud of the patriotism and
bravery of Major Khatri and
Captain Thapa. My heartfelt
condolence to both these great
men. Those responsible for their
murders are the ones waging this
fratricidal peoples’ war. I have a
question to the comrades: what
kind of development are you
aiming to bring with this
brutality? Why are you killing
the people who are helping the
poor and the disenfranchised?
These and others you have
killed were men full of compas-
sion and generosity of spirit. And
all that you have shown is your
pathological addiction to
inhumanity and violence. If your
revolution is true, and if you
want the support of people like
us, then you will have to take the
path of peace. You still have the
chance of getting out of this
spiral of violence by declaring a
ceasefire and negotiating.
Otherwise, one day, you will
answer for these crimes against
the people.

Kumar Basnet, Tokyo

1) KANCHANPUR 18 Nov: 1 civilian killed in Jonapur; 5 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed. 2) DADELDHURA 11 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 3) BAITADI 3 Nov: 2 Maoists killed in Gokuleshwor area; 23 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 4) DOTI
13 Nov: 14-year-old killed by bomb. 5) DARCHULA 3 Nov: 2 Maoists killed in Sipti area. 6) SURKHET 11 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed; 15 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed. 7) ACHHAM 28 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 8) BARDIYA 3 Nov:
10 Maoists, including area commander, killed in Chandanpur area; 11 Nov: 1 Maoist killed; 19 Nov: 14-year-old killed in Bhimapur VDC-4 by Maoists for “spying”; 19 Nov: 2 Maoists killed  in Rajapur by Maoists in internal dispute; 21
Nov: 1 civilian killed in Rajapur delta; 25 Nov: 2 soldiers, 1 civilian killed by Maoists in Bhurigaon; 5 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed; 15 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed. 9) DAILEKH 20 Nov: 3 Maoists killed in Narayan Municipality. 10) KALIKOT
15 Nov: “At least a dozen” Maoists killed attempting to cross Jumla-Kalikot distict border; 5 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed. 11) MUGU 19 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 12) JUMLA 14 Nov: Battle results in 37 security personnel,  “as many

as” 300 Maoists killed (confirmed Maoist deaths totaled 105), NHRC later accuses Maoists  of “indiscriminately firing on civilians”. 13) RUKUM 26 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 14) PYUTHAN 28 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 15)
BAGLUNG 11 Nov: 10 Maoists killed in Gwalichaur VDC; 13 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed; 19 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 16) MYAGDI 19 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 17) PALPA 11 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 18) MAKWANPUR

10 Nov: Postman beheaded in Hetauda; 14 Nov: 1 civilian killed in Aam Bhanjyang VDC. 19) KATHMANDU 9 Nov: 1 Maoist killed in Budhanilkantha; 11 Nov: 1 Maoist killed; 15 Nov: Maoists reportedly claim responsibility
for the murder of 2 US embassy guards; 19 Nov: 1 policeman killed. 20) BHAKTAPUR 11 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 21) SINDHULI 11 Nov: 1 retired policeman killed in Hatpate VDC; 8 Dec: 5 civilians killed in

bus bombing near Sishneri. 22) RAMECHHAP 3 Nov: 1 Maoist killed in Tilpung area; 11 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed. 23) BHOJPUR 24 Nov: 3 Maoists killed in Gupteswore; 5 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed.
24) SANKHUWASABHA 27 Nov: 2 Maoists killed in Khandbari. 25) MORANG 4 Dec: 1 Maoist killed in Budikhap, Dulari VDC.

GULMI 7 Nov:
2 Maoists killed.

DANG 14 Nov: 9-year-old from Chainpur
killed when bomb explodes in his hands, 4
Maoists killed in Fulbari VDC; 20 Nov: Army
bus driver killed by sniper near Buauri; 21 Nov:
1 civilian killed in Tribhuvan Municipality-1;
26 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed; 29 Nov:
1civilian killed in Saudiyar; 5 Dec: At least 1
Maoist killed.

ARGHAKHANCHI 10 Nov:
Authorities announce September
battle killed 62 Maoists, 70 soldiers;
19 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed.

CHITWAN 11 Nov:
At least 1 Maoist killed.

BARA 16 Nov:
2 Maoists killed in
Dummarwana VDC.

SARLAHI 4 Nov: 2 civilians killed near Ganeshchowk when suspected Maoists hurl petrol bombs at bus;
10 Nov: 2 civilians killed in landmine explosion; 11 Nov: 1 civilian killed in public execution; 26 Nov: Local Maoist
leader killed; 30 Nov: 1 policeman killed in Sangrampur.

KAVRE 11 Nov: At least 1
Maoist killed; 15 Dec: At least 1
Maoist killed.

GORKHA 14 Nov: Battle claims the lives of 23 security personnel, “about five dozen” Maoists; 19 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed.

LAMJUNG 23 Nov: “At least” 50 Maoists killed; 1 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed; 15 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed.

NUWAKOT 16 Nov: 4 soldiers killed in Bhadrutaar by landmine; 17 Nov: UML activist killed in Mumari VDC; 19 Nov:
   At least 1 Maoist killed; 28 Nov: 5 Maoists killed; 5 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed; 11 Dec: 2 Maoists killed in Sunkhani VDC.

SINDHUPALACHOWK 14 Nov: 2 Maoists killed in accidental bomb blast in Sangachowk VDC.

DOLAKHA 14 Nov: 2 civilians killed in landmine explosion near Lankuri Danda

TAPLEJUNG 9 Nov: 1 Maoist killed near
Phungling; 10 Nov: 1 civilian killed in Sanghu VDC; 11
Nov: 1 Maoist killed in  Fulbari VDC; 23 Nov: 2
civilians killed in Dhungesanghu VDC; 26 Nov: At least
1 Maoist killed.

PANCHTHAR 17 Nov: School teacher killed in
Barbung, UML activist killed in Nagi VDC; 23 Nov:
Abducted boy murdered; 26 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed; 11
Dec: 1 Maoist killed near Phhidim.

SIRAHA 9 Nov: 1 civilian killed in
Gauripur VDC-9; 11 Nov: 2 Maoists killed
in Botechaur area; 27 Nov: 3 Maoists killed
in Phulkahakati, 1 in Gauripur; 28 Nov: At
least 1 Maoist killed; 5 Dec: 4 Maoists, 3
policemen killed in Lagan.

ILAM 17 Nov: School teacher killed in Gajurmukhi VDC;
1 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed.

JHAPA 11 Nov: “Suspected Maoists” killed in
Gherabari VDC; 28 Nov: 1 civilian killed in Bahudandi.

KHOTANG 23 Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed.

Note: "Maoist" refers to death toll
provided by the MoD. Some dates
reflect the day on which a killing was
announced. Compiled  from media
sources.

KAILALI 1 Nov: At least 4
Maoists killed in Pahalmanpur; 9
Nov: 2 Maoists killed; 10 Nov:
Maoist district commander killed;
11 Nov: 1 civilian killed in cross-
fire, 1 Maoist killed; 14 Nov:
Former MP killed in Dhangadi; 16
Nov: 3 Maoists killed during night
fight in Dhangadi; 17 Nov: Retired
policeman killed in Tikapur; 19
Nov: At least 1 Maoist killed; 20
Nov: 1 civilian killed in landmine
blast in Shripur VDC; 1 Dec: At
least 1 Maoist killed.

KAPILVASTU 11 Nov: At
least 1 Maoist killed; 29 Nov:
1 civilian killed in Champaran.

MAHOTTARI 10 Nov: 1 civilian killed in Kanti bazaar.
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��
t is readily apparent to many of us that this revolution is a dead-end street. It
may not yet be evident to the Maoist leadership, or even if it is,  maybe the
hawks call the shots. The military-monarchy combine, on the other hand, is

waiting for new hardware so it can start a decisive offensive that it hopes will break
the back of the rebel movement.

Positions have hardened so much that neither side cares too much for talks at
present. The feelings of war-weary Nepalis doesn’t seem to count. The people don’t see
either side winning, all they know is that they will lose in a war they never wanted but is
being waged in their name.

Ultimately, the revolutionaries will need a face-saving way out of this as much as the
government does. It may be hard for the comrades to admit it to themselves, but a
mechanism for public support that is based on fear and terror never lasts--a lesson that
the security forces will also have to learn.

The revolution has now strayed away from Mao’s
“mass line” into uncharted territory. This has perilous
consequences not just for the nation, but for the
party’s own existence. Remember the brutal internal
purges that caused other revolutions in our region
to implode.

Baburam Bhattarai in an interview with a right-
wing Moonie paper this week thinks his revolution is
on track, and following with historical inevitability
the scientific tents laid out by Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism. But Baburam also thinks that reports of
Khmer Rouge atrocities are “exaggerated”, that true
democracy can be found in the Maoist base areas
of the midwest, and that the very parliamentary
parties whose grassroots leadership his revolution
has decimated are now his allies in the fight for
republicanism.

There is a sense of déjà vu when we read this
end-justifying-the-means argument. We saw it all
before in revolutions that started out well because they were rooted in the peoples’ wrath,
but ended up engulfing their nations in the genocidal tragedies. Everything that takes
us to Year Zero can be justified no matter how inhumane, or brutal.

It is revolution by default, where the destruction of a nation’s fabric is so complete
and the people so brutalised that even if everyone loses, the party wins. The
rationale is the Leninist notion of a vanguard party that leads because only it knows
the way. But violence generates its own logic, and once it is used to propel leaders
to power they will perpetuate that power through the same means. Whoever controls
the killing apparatus governs.

We were building democracy in this country from the bottom up when all this started.
It was not working too well in Kathmandu, but it was beginning to show results in many of
the 4,000 villages in this country (see Think nationally, act locally”, p3). It was a more
humane process because it believed in building, and not in destroying. Of course it
would take time, but our revolutionaries were in a tearing hurry.

We can’t help. The Maoist leadership needs to find its own way out of the spiral of
destruction that it has unleashed. They must do it for the country, for the Nepali people
and for the zealous and idealistic comrades who joined their movement because they
believe in the same things we do: a more just, and new Nepal.
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ROLPA 15 Dec:
1 soldier killed in
Talawang, 1 Maoist
killed.

PARBAT 5 Dec: 2 Maoists killed.

BAJURA 1 Dec: At least 1 Maoist killed.
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Transparency International released its annual report on corruption in South Asia this week, with mixed
results for Nepal. Of the five countries in the survey, Nepal received the worst score for government
effectiveness and critical scores for graft/corruption, accountability and press freedom. However,
Nepal received better scores in six of the seven measured categories of corruption than most other
countries in the region. Only the tax sector, which 25 percent of surveyed Nepalis report as being
corrupt, received a score above the regional average. The survey, which involved the participation of
3060 respondents in Nepal, argues that Nepal’s four most corrupt sectors are, respectively, land
administration, customs, police and the judiciary. The complete report is available at
www.transparency.org

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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DANG - Maoist rebels have called on people who have fled their villages to return and “lead normal lives”.
Thousands of villagers have fled to Dang’s towns fearing for the safety of their lives and property.

But last week, the Maoists sent letters to local elders staying in Ghorahi, Tulsipur, Lamahi and
Bhalubang to return or face repercussions.

The former chairman of a remote VDC who now lives in Ghorahi told us: “I don’t know what to do, if I
don’t go back they may track me down here, but I don’t trust them to leave me alone if I do go back.”

Amar Shah, another villager from Teghera who has been living in Ghorahi for the last one year doesn’t
mind if we use his name, and tells us: “ I’d rather lose all my land and property than go back to my village.”
The Maoists also threatened to confiscate the land and property of those who do not return to their homes,
and are not allowing anyone to buy or sell land without their persmission. (from Ram Hari Joshi)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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US Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia, Christina Rocca’s four-day visit to Nepal was billed as a
“fact-finding” mission and follows a series of high-level stopovers in Nepal by senior US and European
officials in the past year. But Rocca also took the opportunity to hurl a warning to the Maoists that they may
be placed on the US government’s terrorist list if they continued with their violent activities.

“Although the Maoists have not yet been put on any official terrorist list,” she added, “this step may be
taken into consideration if their violence continues unabated.” This was not just a general reference to the
Maoist attacks on ordinary Nepalis, but officials said it was a warning to the Maoists not to target US-
employed personnel in Nepal. Last month, the Maoists took responsibility for killing two Nepali security
officials working for the US embassy in Kathmandu last year.

Rocca also said the US was involved in “close and continuing” dialogue with India and other countries
on the situation in Nepal and said Washington wanted to see constitutional rule and multiparty democracy
flourish in Nepal. She compared the Maoists to the Khmer Rouge and added that violence had to end and
the insurgency was not the answer.

“The tactics currently employed by the Maoist insurgents are reminiscent of the tactics of the Pol Pot in
the indiscriminate taking of innocent lives, including the forced recruitment and victimisation of innocent
children,” she added.

While Rocca was in Nepal, the Washington Times newspaper in her capital published an interview with
Baburam Bhatarai in which he appeared to answer US concerns point-by-point. Asked for his response to
the comparison made between the Maoists and the Khmer Rouge, Bhattarai said that the Khmer Rouge’s
atrocities had been exaggerated. “There is no independent and authentic account of events in Cambodia
under the Khmer Rouge available so far,” Bhattarai maintained.

Asked about the killing of the embassy security personnel in Kathmandu, Bhattarai said US govern-
ment employees and American citizens in Nepal were “completely safe”. He said the two had been accused
of espionage, and added: “Henceforth, if any such charges are levelled against any such employee, the
concerned embassy would be advised before taking any actions.”

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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The National Parks team, led by Captain Ram Prit Yadav, won the double at the 21st annual World
Elephant Polo Championships (WEPA) hosted by the Tiger Mountain Group on the polo field at the edge
of the Royal Chitwan national park last week. The Nepali team beat Chivas Regal Scotland, the defending
World Champions, captained by Peter Prentice. The National Parks team also won the Tiger Moun-
tain All Nepal Challenge, a
match played by mahouts on
their own elephants, beating the
Tiger Tops team. The World
Elephant Polo Championships
are an annual invitational event
arranged by Tiger Mountain and
run by WEPA.
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by DANIEL LAKHERE AND THERE

Despite global treaties, children are being recruited as soldiers by
governments in the Congo, Burundi and Liberia and are prevalent among
rebel groups in Colombia, the Philippines, Uganda, Sri Lanka and Nepal.
Olara Otunnu, the UN special representative for children and armed
conflict, said the report for the first time named governments and
groups recruiting youths younger than 18 for military combat.

“This shows the international community is serious and also that
the community is watching,” Otunnu said. An estimated 300,000 child
soldiers were carrying arms in over 40 countries worldwide, most of
them in Africa and East Asia, according to UNICEF.

The report listed 23 groups including governments and rebel factions
in five countries where child soldiering is common. While the govern-
ments of Congo, Burundi and Liberia were named as recruiters of child
soldiers, Otunnu included Nepal’s Maoists in the list of rebel groups using children as soldiers, porters and sex slaves. (A
picture of children hired as porters by Maoists in the midwest, above.)

Otunnu said the report represented the “beginning of a systematic effort in a new era of monitoring and reporting on the
conduct of parties and how they treat children during conflict”.

The standards being violated include a number of human rights pacts as well as an amendment to the 1990 Convention
on the Rights of the Child that prohibits the use of children younger than 18 in combat. These standards apply to insurgent
groups as well as governments, making both accountable for such actions, the report said.
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL by PUSKAR BHUSAL
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Rabin and  Rabina  with  their  father, Bhakta Bahadur
Regmi, and  Dr  Andreas Settje  at the Sushma Koirala
Memorial Hospital in Sankhu.

 INSEC will hand over the collection to a bank account in the name of Rabina and Rabin Regmi next week. Contributors so far:
1. Shota and Julie Kamishima (Rs 10,000) 2. Lincoln School Community Service Class of 2002 (Rs 10,000) 3. Anonymous (Rs 5,000) 4. Rita Bhandary
(Rs 5,000) 5. St Mary’s School students (Rs 5,000) 6. Nabil Bank staff: Binaya Regmi, Kapil Sharma, Bishnu Acharya, Bikash Mishra, Prabin Chettry,
Sundar Kadel, Bhuvan Dahal, Pradeep Bista (Rs 3600) 7. Anne Erpelding (Rs 3,000) 8. Staff of Nepal Bangladesh Bank, Janakpur (Rs 2,500)
9. Meena Shrestha, Bijuli Bazar (Rs 2,000) 10. Hanna Battisti and Thomas Benedikter (Rs 1,000) 11. Pushkar Dangol, Balaju (Rs 500)

In the wards of the Sankhu hospital, Rabin and Rabina
have already become the most-popular patients. Doctors
and nurses given them full attention, other patients and
even total strangers hug and talk to them in the garden.
Settje says the burns are serious, and besides guarding
against infection the treatment will include skin grafts,
orthopedic surgery of the fingers as well as psychological
counseling for another six weeks.

Four-year-old Rabin is now bored of staying in bed, and
likes hopping   around the hospital compound while his nurse

runs after him. Six-year-old Rabina looks
cheerful, looks carefully after her brother,
and can be seen in animated conversation
with the friends she has already made
among other patients.

At INSEC, activists say they were
happily surprised with the overwhelming
support from Nepal and abroad. “It has
inspired us to introduce a whole new approach
to self-help,” says Kabita Aryal who heads
the Children’s Programme at INSEC. “As a
human rights organisation we cannot reach
every victim, but we have seen that
media can play a role in highlighting the
senselessness of violence.”
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“It all seems like a dream to me,” says Bhakta Bahadur
Regmi as he watches his children Rabina and Rabin
playing in the hospital garden. Bhakta Bahadur had just
arrived with his children on Saturday at the Sushma
Koirala Memorial Hospital (SKMH) in Sankhu after a six-
hour ride from Simara.

There has been overwhelming support for the Regmi
family since this tragic story was first reported (“Why the
children?” #121), and the SKMH offered free treatment.
Rabina and Rabin were badly burnt in a Maoist arson attack
on their bus on 4 November near Malangwa. Bhakta
Bahadur’s wife, Anju, was among three passengers who
died in the incident. The children have still not been told of
their mother’s death.

When Dr Andreas Settje of SKMH read the story, he
was so touched that he got the hospital to offer free
treatment no matter how long it takes. “I felt really upset
after reading their story. I’ve come across a lot of severe
cases like this. But the history of this case is very tragic,”
Settje told us.

Individual donations through the human rights
organisation INSEC for Rabina and Rabin’s expenses and
rehabilitation have reached nearly Rs 50,000. Many of the
contributions came from school children. “When I read the
story I couldn’t stop crying,” recalls Sarah Neupane, of
Class 11 at St Mary’s School. “We thought we could
contribute, so we made copies of the article and distributed
it.” Neupane’s effort raised Rs 5,000 from her
classmates.

 “The story of Rabin and Rabina
shows the impact of the meaningless war
and the suffering that the Nepalis,
especially children, are going through,”
said another contributor, Meena Shrestha
from Bijuli Bazaar.

Bhakta Bahadur thinks god has
answered his prayers, and is thankful that
fellow-Nepalis have responded so immedi-
ately and generously to his family’s
tragedy. He had no one else to turn to, and
was getting increasingly worried about
whether his children would recover fully.
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As usual, the Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-07) has identified poverty reduction as its overriding goal. The plan,
made public this week, aims at reducing the number of people below poverty to 30 percent of the total popula-
tion in the next five years. The National Planning Commission (NPC) has estimates 38 percent of the current
population lives below the poverty line. Vice Chairman of the National Planning Commission (NPC) Shanker
Sharma said 58 percent of the total development expenditure in the plan period was expected to be financed
by foreign aid. The plan has set a 6.2 percent growth target if the law and order situation improves. If it doesn’t,
the plan will settle for 4.3 percent growth. The plan emphasises coordinating security and development issues,
reconstruction of infrastructure destroyed by the Maoist insurgency and rehabilitating people who have fled from
their villages.
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Perhaps due to the dire situation the country faces, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) a major multilateral
donor, has pledged to nearly double its assistance to Nepal next year. The ADB will provide a $115 million in
loans and grants to Nepal for 2003, up from $60 million this year. Resident representative of the bank in
Kathmandu, Richard Vokes, said the sum will be disbursed for five loans and nine technical assistance projects.
He said deteriorating security has been the biggest impediment for economic development in the country.
“Given the continuing political instability and difficult security situation, the targeted economic growth rate of
4.3 percent in the current year is clearly not achievable,” said Vokes. In 2002 the ADB approved two loans for
secondary education support project and urban environment improvement project.
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Twenty bands have been selected to take part in the Shikhar Music
Beat Contest to be held in Kathmandu on 4-5 January. Popular bands
like Cobweb, Robin & Looza:, Mukti & Revival, Dr. Pilot and the Mystic
Band are scheduled to perform at the concert. The winners stand to
win Rs 172,000. Surya Nepal is sponsoring the program to promote its
premium tobacco product, Shikhar. Vogue Advertisement and Event Management will organise the event at
Dasarath Stadium in the capital.
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Nepal Liquors, in collaboration with McDowell & Company, has launched Signature Rare Whisky in the Nepali
market this week. Manufactured at its plant at Biratnagar, Signature Whisky is an exquisite blend of rare aged
Scotch whiskies and other distinctive malts. It is smooth and has a mellow character, catering to the refined tastes
of the contemporary Nepali palate, said Gautam Mallick, general sales manager at the company. The 750 ml
bottle of Signature Whisky will cost Rs 625 in the domestic market. Nepal Liquors is well known for brands like
McDowell’s No. 1, McDowell’s Premium and Bagpiper.
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Morang Auto Works, the distributor for Yamaha motorcycles in Nepal for the past 27 years, has opened its new
showroom at Tripureswor. The increased volume of business led the management to shift to a larger showroom,
built to standards set by Yamaha Motor Co. (Japan). Moran Auto hopes the spacious and scientifically planned
new showroom will cater efficiently to customer needs.
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Samsonite, the global leader in stylish luggage, has opened an outlet at Durbar Marg in the Nepali capital.
Samsonite Travel World, the one stop shop for all travel needs for the consumer, displays a range of Samsonite
luggage as well as other products to create a suitable ambience for discerning shoppers. The company philoso-
phy—tobe recognised for travel solutions—emphasises catering to a changing consumer attitude.
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Tangible progress in the handover of Royal Nepal Airlines Corporation

(RNAC) and Nepal Telecommunications Corporation (NTC) were in fact
among the main conditions for Nepal qualifying for the World Bank’s high-
case loan scenario.

The new tourism minister, Kuber Sharma statement last month, that he
was willing to hand over the management contract of the loss-making
RNAC to anyone local or foreign who could fork out Rs 1.5 billion, proved
controversial. Sharma’s deputy, Ravi Bhakta Shrestha, clarified to us last
week that what the minister actually meant was that RNAC would be turned
into a public limited company and its shares floated. But for this to
happen, the national airline needs to streamline management and curb its
annual losses of Rs 1 billion.

Ever since privatisation was launched by the Nepali Congress govern-
ment in 1992, 18 companies have been handed over, but there are over
two dozen in various stages of sickness still left. They are haemmoraging
Rs 2.4 billion a year, and the government is just not able to pick up the
tabs anymore. Just RNAC makes up nearly half the losses.

According to a recent Finance Ministry report, only 14 enterprises have
completed their audited reports. It adds: “The performance indicators of
public enterprises show that the financial efficiency and physical achieve-
ments are worsening day by day.” The government has only received Rs
245.7 million from state enterprises, 1.27 percent of its total share
investment.

Officials say the major objectives of Nepal’s largely donor-driven
privatisation program have been reducing the role of government in
business-related activities, enhancing private sector participation in the
economy, and attracting private “shy” capital in business ventures. But
critics say the forthcoming liquidations prove the failure of the privatisation
process. Asks state sector expert Narayan Manandhar: “How can you call
liquidation of companies on the verge of death privatisation?”

Ratnakar Adhikari, co-author of the book, Privatisation: Expectation
and Reality, also argues that privatisation, by definition, should increase
competition and efficiency in the market. “But most of the privatised
enterprises have turned into sick units and the country hasn’t gained much
from the privatisation in the past. It seems to have been directed out of
donor pressure,” he added.

Officials deny that the process is donor-driven, and say privatisation
has now become a question of the survival of the treasury. They cite the
example of the Soviet-era Janakpur Cigarette Factory which has 1,200
employees, but occupies only 29 percent of the tobacco market in the

country while the foreign joint-venture Surya Tobacco has 59 percent
market share with just 400 staff. Balananda Poudel of the Corporation
Coordination Division at the Finance Ministry told us simply: “The
liabilities of most state-owned enterprises are so high that the government
can no longer sustain them.”

The situation is so bad that the government is scrounging just to lay off
employees of the companies to be liquidated. “We had asked for over Rs
220 million to pay off the staff of the Sajha Yatayat, out of which the
government made available only Rs 50 million,” said Shyam Sunder
Sharma, Registrar at the Company Registrar’s Office, who is also serving as
liquidator to the public transport enterprise based in Pulchowk. Some
employees have sued the government challenging the liquidation of both
Sajha and Himal Cement.

Even companies that were privatised relatively smoothly have gripes
against the government. Says Diwakar Golchha, whose conglomerate took
over the Nawalparasi-based Bhrikuti Pulp and Paper ten years ago: “We
have enhanced the factory’s capacity eight-fold, improved productivity and
quality, but we have got zero support from the government after privatisa-
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tion.” Golchha complains that he pays taxes worth Rs 6,000 per tonne of
paper, whereas cheap paper is being imported from international market at
zero duty. “How can we survive in such a situation?” he asks.

The privatisation process has been bungled mainly because of
political interference and corruption, even though the rules and proce-
dures are in place. The new government needs to not just redress past
wrongs, but also meet fresh targets. Donors supporting privatisation realise
this is big challenge for the government, but say it has to bite the bullet.

“State-owned enterprises are a major burden on the treasury and have
a history of mismanagement and inefficiency and they add a further
financial burden to a government budget already under severe pressure,”
says Chris Jackson, economic adviser at the British aid group, DfID.
“Privatisation is a difficult reform area. However, we hope to see evidence
of renewed political commitment in pursuing reform driven by the current
fiscal crisis.”

 DfID had no plans to provide further support to public enterprise
reform, but Jackson says it would consider future support if there was
evidence of commitment from the government. Under a DfID grant
totalling $4.5 million, the Adam Smith Institute advised the Privatisation
Cell at the Finance Ministry from 1997-2001.

The process is now at the crossroads, and some say it needs a serious
re-think. Says Dilli Raj Khanal, economist and former UML MP. “Questions
have been raised on the credibility of the whole process of privatisation, we
had also supported it on a merit basis. There is a need to make the entire
process more transparent and credible.”  �
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verest Panorama Resort has a
view worth waking up to on New
Year’s Day, taken in from the
private balcony of your

centrally heated cottage. The pine
and oak forests are great for hikes.
For more leisurely pursuits there is
mini golf, tennis or a spot of fishing
in Indra Sarovar. Round off the day
with a jacuzzi or sauna session.
415373

Just away from Nagarkot proper
is Nagarkot Farm House, a hilltop
resort surrounded by thousands of
fruit trees and great mountain views
from the typical Nepali-style
building. The cosy restaurant
prepares set meals from local
organic produce. A serene setting to
enjoy long walks, good company and
perhaps contemplate the universe.
271545

Dhulikhel Lodge Resort, built in
the Newari style, faces the Panchkal
Valley and offers breathtaking views
of the Jugal Himal peaks and
terraced hillsides. You can mountain
bike, go on hikes, raft or just lounge
on the outdoor garden patio.
Packages are available for
Christmas and New Year. 222389

You can’t do better than a
glowing recommendation from Time
Magazine: “If Kathmandu’s relentless
traffic, noise and incense laden
smog becomes a little too suffocat-
ing, head to Nagarkot for some
clarity…and there, the Club
Himalaya Resort boasts an indoor
pool, sauna and a helipdad.” Head
for Nagarkot’s trendy resort. 414432

Borderland is the prime
destination for adrenaline junkies.
Three hours north of Kathmandu, the
resort is set on sprawling terraces
surrounded by mountains and
waterfalls. Borderland offers very
special Christmas Adventure
Packages that include village walks,
rafting, canyoning, rock climbing and
a trek around the Tibet border.
425836

“Silent Nights” at Shangri-La
Village, the boutique resort in
Pokhara, celebrates the holiday
season, with special rates for
Nepalis and residents of Nepal. The
Jazz Bar hosts Christmas Eve
dinner, while Shambala Garden will
serve buffet lunch on Christmas
day. Celebrate the New Year at the
Jazz Bar with an overnighter. 435741
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5
	���������� Set on the breathtaking Seti River

gorge, the Fulbari Resort & Spa offers
special three-day winter packages that
includes golf and tennis and a 30
percent discount on all spa facilities.
Ring in the New Year with a grand ball,
dinner, live music and lots of attractive
prizes and gift hampers. 780306

If you want exotic and remote that
is within reach, then a 20 minute flight
from Pokhara takes you on one of the
world’s most spectacular flights
between Annapurna and Dhaulagiri to
Jomsom Mountain Resort. The resort
sits above the delightful town of
Jomsom, overlooking the Kali Gandaki
gorge and on the lap of the Nilgiri. The
three-night package includes a round
trip air ticket from Pokhara and pony

tours of Marpha village. 490146
If you want to go somewhere

warmer, then Temple Tiger Jungle
Lodge in the Royal Chitwan National
Park is the place for you. This is a
deluxe jungle resort with individual
villas with attached baths and private
balconies, and daily guided tours by
trained naturalists. In the evenings,
look forward to a crackling wood fire
and excellent food. 244651

What better way to greet the new
year than taking a flight to see Mt
Everest (Sagarmatha, Chomolungma)
up close in the year that marks the 50th

anniversary of the first ascent of the
world’s highest mountain. Necon Air,
Buddha Air and Cosmic Air offer
sightseeing flights.
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Borderland Resorts
Tel: 425836

425894
info@borderlandresorts.com�
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Tel: 560675

GODAVARI OFFERS
X-MAS LUNCH

25 December 2002
Nrs. 650.00 nett per person

(With complementary glass of
red wine.)

New Year’s Eve
An overnight package

Single Nrs. 2500.00
Double Nrs. 3400.00
Extra Bed Nrs. 1000.00

Room with breakfast
Welcome drink

Special Gala dinner with glass of
wine, Live music by

the Heartbreakers (All Taxes)

RATE FOR DINNER
Single Nrs. 900.00
Couple Nrs. 1500.00
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CANBERRA - Australia’s refugee policy has led to rights
abuses says US-based Human Rights Watch (HRW) in its
report, “By Invitation Only: Australian Asylum Policy”.
Canberra’s ‘Pacific solution’, which involved diverting
asylum seekers from Australian waters to Pacific nations
willing to take them on a short term basis in return for
financial support is also viewed critically. HRW takes issue
with Australian government claims that simply because
asylum seekers transited through another country on their
way to Australia they should be returned to their country of
origin. Controversy continues to surround the Oct 19, 2001
sinking of SIEV-X, which went down in international waters,
resulting in the drowning of 353 people.

The Australian government rejects the accusations of
human rights abuses. Phillip Ruddock, of the Ministry for
Immigration, Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs, rejected
the Human Rights Watch report as “riddled with factual
errors and…defending the practice of using people smug-
glers.” The Australian government recently rejected recom-
mendations from the Human Rights Sub-Committee of the
Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Trade to set time limits on refugee detentions. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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GENEVA - The World Trade
Organisation (WTO) continues
to attract new members
despite the fact that multilateral
negotiations continue to be
bogged down by disputes
between the developing
South and the industrialised
North. China, which struggled
for 15 years to become part of
the international trade sys-
tem, finally acceded to the
WTO a year ago, on Dec 11,
2001. China became the
largest consumer market on
the WTO roster and has eight

years to adapt its economy to comply with the multilat-
eral system’s rules.

The WTO approved the addition of Armenia to its
membership, on the heels of Macedonia’s accession,
bringing the member-country total to 146. However, the
open-door policy the WTO has followed since its creation in
1995 has encountered an exception in the case of Iran. The
US blocked Iran’s accession to the multilateral trade body
for the eighth time in the last year and a half.

Supachai Panitchpakdi, the WTO chief, said reversing
the marginalisation of the least developed countries
(LDCs) is one of the major challenges the organisation
faces. The participation of the 49 LDCs in global trade has
fallen from 0.8 percent in 1980 to 0.5 percent. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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WASHINGTON - An anti-corruption group has unveiled a
set of guidelines that it says will help reduce corrupt
practices by transnational corporations and their agents in
the developing world. TRACE (Transparent Agents and
Contracting Entities) says its “Standard for Doing
Business with Intermediaries Internationally” will fill a
critical gap in global commercial practices and correct
some of the wrongdoing seen increasingly in interna-
tional business deals.

The non-profit organisation says its effort, supported by
major law firms and investor groups, is aimed at corpora-
tions that conduct business with foreign governments.
Under the standard, firms would: review the business and
technical credentials of foreign business intermediaries;
require three independent business references for the
person; request disclosure of prior bankruptcies or law-
suits and do an extensive media search of the intermediar-
ies and their work. They would also investigate whether any
government official or political candidate has ownership
interest or family relationships to the business concerned.

Applying the TRACES standard would eliminate bribery,
especially in industries like arms trade, oil and gas, and
construction and engineering, where multinational firms
use agents in talks with foreign governments. (IPS)
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NEW DELHI – India’s newly passed biodiversity act has come under
strong criticism from leading environmental activists who say the
legislation alienates indigenous farmers from their own resources—but
facilitates biopiracy.

Union Environment and Forests Minister T R Baalu, claims the act
safeguards the interests of local people, growers and cultivators of
biological diversity, as well as Indian researchers through the new
National Biodiversity Authority (NBA). State level boards and manage-
ment committees that will regulate access to plant and animal genetic
resources support the act. Indian citizens and companies are allowed
free access to biological resources within the country for research
purposes but are barred from transferring findings to foreign entities
without the NBA’s approval.

Critics from the Research Foundation for Science Technology and
the Environment (RFSTE) argue these provisions only succeed in
burying biodiversity under a mountain of bureaucracy that can only
serve to alienate ordinary farmers from their resources while making
international biopiracy easier.

 India has documented over 45,000 species of flora and 75,000
known species of fauna and contains with its borders two of the world’s 10
biogeographic zones. The country is one of the world’s 12 megacentres
of biodiversity. (IPS)
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KUALA LUMPUR - Much of the international spotlight on terrorism has
been focused on Indonesia and the Philippines, but new reports
indicate that there may be more links to extremist activity in neighbour-
ing Malaysia than has previously been thought of. According to a
recent report by the International Crisis Group (ICG), Malaysia has been
a base for terrorist figures over the past years.

At a symposium on Islam last week at the United Nations University
in Tokyo, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad said there was a
link between a group of Malaysian Muslims and the al-Qaeda network.
He said the link could be tracked to the 80s, when a group of Malaysians
and Muslims from south-east Asia who went to Pakistan for religious
studies came in contact with Afghans fighting occupying Soviet forces.

Since last year, the government has used the tough Internal
Security Act to arrest over 70 people accused of being supporters of
Jemaah Islamiyah, the group that has been blamed for the October
attacks in Bali. While Mahathir says the terrorist link was only through a
small group, the ICG report puts more emphasis on Malaysia’s role. (IPS)
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DHAKA - The release from detention of two foreign television journalists
last week and the continued imprisonment of two of their local col-
leagues underscores Bangladesh’s sensitivity to media coverage
relating to claims that religious extremists are operating there. Last
week Leopoldo Brono Sorrentino and Zaiba Naz Malik, two British-based
television journalists, arrested in Bangladesh on 25 November on
suspicion of anti-state activities, arrived in London after being held in
prison for two weeks.

Police said the two entered the country to gather “twisted informa-
tion with a motive to project Bangladesh as a base for extreme funda-
mentalists and a sanctuary for the members of dreaded al-Qaeda and
Taliban.” They were released on condition that they would not broadcast
any material shot in Bangladesh. No formal charges were brought
against the journalists, who used fake identities. Their arrests started a
bitter debate over the wisdom of the government’s decision to imprison
the journalists, but also highlighted suspicions of the foreign media’s
intentions when reporting about Bangladesh amid the international
attention to religious extremists in Asia. (IPS)
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Excerpts from an interview with pro-left intellectual Govinda Bhatta
Jana Bhawana, 16 December

You have remained quiet following the royal declaration.
Why?
I haven’t remained quiet (on the 4 October royal move).
Even before the present government was formed and
showed its true form, I had made my views clear. I told
those who accused the king of being regressive not to be
so hasty. The Nepali Congress holds the biggest responsi-
bility for the current situation, but that doesn’t mean we are
at loggerheads with His Majesty. We have to think about the
long term and resolve the crisis through dialogue. When I
said this, rightists lauded me for being right while leftists
told me I shouldn’t have spoken in the king’s support. I still
say the royal declaration wasn’t regressive. There are ways
to move on from here. Peaceful understanding and dia-
logue can save the country from regression. The king,
however, has been careless towards political parties—

those who came to power after the People’s Movement. It’s natural for the public and the
political parties to feel angry if the palace chooses to go it alone.

Rather than working to create a consensus, the political parties are intent on criticising
the kingís declaration as unconstitutional and regressive. Theyíre working towards
undermining the monarchy.
I will not call the royal declaration regressive, unconstitutional or undemocratic. The king
has reiterated that he wants to hold elections quickly and to hand over power to the govern-
ment formed after the election. Even the present government has said it wants to hold
elections as soon as possible. The current crisis is the result of the king being put in a
difficult position and the inability of the parties to come to a consensus. We can’t call it an
unconstitutional or regressive step. A few positive aspects have emerged from this situa-
tion. Corrupt ministers are being taken to task. Today, the people will not be swayed by the
terms “democracy” and to vote for political parties. If the parties are right in their criticism of
the king, why are the people quiet? The day after the royal declaration, there should have
been millions of protestors on the street.

What direction will the nation take when political parties react to the royal declaration?
From his deliberations with political leaders and the views that the king has expressed, I do
not suspect him of trying to undermine democracy and establish autocratic rule. But if
powers within the palace and rightists surrounding the king are trying to use him to bring
about such a situation, we have to fight to the end. I do not think the demonstrations and
public meetings taking place now are aimed against the king. But I do suspect a rightist
conspiracy to undermine democracy, which the people fought for in 1990. This suspicion is
aimed at those rightists who want to make the king helpless and then take power.

What is the way out for the country?
The most important issue is to solve the Maoist problem. As long as they ignore the Mao-
ists, no party can run an effective government. When the king formed the government, his
priority was peace and security, local elections and general elections, in that order. This is a
visionary point of view.
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A commentary by Ritubichar in
Himal Khabarpatrika 16-30 December

“Jogimaraka Jyundaharu” is a documentary
made by journalist Mohan Mainali for the
Centre for Investigative Journalism. “Jyunda”
literally means the living, but ironically the film
is about 17 young men from Jogimara village
in Dhading district who were killed by security
forces while they were building an airport in
Kalikot. The story is linked through the
narratives of their widows, fathers, mothers,
sons and uncles. They all lost their breadwin-
ners and the effect on Jogimara has been
devastating.

Mainali’s film documents the grief, the
loss and chronicles how the families and the
village coped with the loss of not even getting
the bodies of their relatives back. The story of
this community was first published in Himal
Khabarpatrika and Nepali Times (#106).

Jogimara premiered recently at the
Kathmandu International Mountain Film
Festival 2002. The documentary proved to be
so popular that two additional screenings at
the Russian Cultural Centre played to full
houses. Many in the audience couldn’t hold
back their tears, and many were so moved
that they asked how they could help the
relatives of the dead.

However, the government didn’t share the
audience’s empathy. It made its displeasure
known by harassing the festival organisers
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and even the film director. Groups of uni-
formed policemen made their presence felt at
the festival venue. There was a demand for
the tape and plainclothes policemen were
asking questions. Finally, a phone call from a
higher-up authority directed the film not be
shown at all.

When an “incompetent” government
declared an “emergency” in November last
year, it started a process of eroding our
fundamental rights.  Now, with a “clean”
government and a rescinded emergency, it
seems we aren’t allowed to watch a movie
and grieve for our fellow Nepalis. Have we
lost the right to weep, too?
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recently read stories for a competition of school children’s stories, in which entrants were
free to write on anything related to contemporary Nepal. The vast majority of stories written
by those in school were set amid the Maoist insurgency. The children could have written on

any aspect of today’s life, and yet they—almost uniformly—chose this topic. It made me feel
afraid.

Not that the stories were bad. Most were crafted very well, and displayed a sophistication of
language that I had not expected from teenagers writing in what is, in many cases, their second
language. Judging for the quality of language alone, I should have been impressed. But I got
stuck on the question: what are the limits of our children’s collective imagination? And what do
these limits say about us?

A surprising number of stories depicted the Maoists as warriors for a just cause. Others
depicted them as misguided in adopting violent methods, but essentially good people. Only a
few stories depicted government forces in heroic terms. These stories came, by and large,
from children studying at the most elite schools of the country. The children had obviously seen

little of the insurgency themselves: yet
they had formed strong views about it.
Their idealism was typical of their age,
and sweet. It was the uniformity of
their choice of subject that kept
haunting me. What does it say about
us that our children—all—want to write
about war?

Perhaps we wrote them in our
childhood as well: those poems and
stories that school children send in to
the daily newspapers, published
much to the pride of parents the
country over. Some of these works are
good, and some need a little more
work. The large majority are very
altruistic. Many dispense advice on
how to develop the country. Others
sing paeans to the beauty of the
motherland. Indeed, national pride
is much in evidence, as is a ten-
dency to preach, lecture and wax
moral.

What is it that leads our children to
write on such weighty, important
matters, matters that—no offense to
children—really are beyond their
reach? Why don’t they write, instead,
on their schoolroom tensions and
playground politics, or on the foibles
and follies of their relatives and
neighbours and friends? What is it

that makes them feel that their everyday experiences are not worthy of stories and poems?
“Write what you know” being the first rule of writing. Not the only one, but a good one to

begin with, since it teaches the budding writer the value of observing the world around him
or her. The imagination is served by these observations. From close scrutiny of a game of
marbles between friends, a story of great beauty could unfold, even a story that touches on
the home truths of today…

But perhaps I am being nostalgic. The story below, which I came across by chance, was
written by Aayushi Sapkota, a student in class 3, while her father was detained on allegations
of being a Maoist:

One day at our house 10 or 12 army came. First we didn’t know that who was coming. So
we thought that someone was coming to our aunt’s home. After that they knocked on the door
by calling out our father’s name. So my mother opened the door and looked to see who they
were after. After coming inside our house they started to check our room and ask questions
and beat my father. After checking everything they did not find anything. So they went out. They
beat my father very much, then they put my father in a jeep. I became sad and cried.

That day was ‘Shiva Ratri’. Lord Shiva was born on that day. We should do puja for Lord
Shiva that day, saying we are trying to bring out my father. We are going to be successful.

One day they called my mother to their barrack. So my mother went, but I could not go
because I had gone to school. My mother went and met my father there and returned. After
that day I also went, but they did not give me time to meet him. So I returned.

Here, then, is a child who is writing what she knows. It is not her fault that what she
knows is terrible…

In Imperium, his book on the messy integration and disintegration of the Soviet Union,
Ryszard Kapuscinski writes of the mentality that forms in those who live in conditions of
ideological fervor: “A mind touched by such a contagion is a closed mind, one-dimensional,
monothematic, spinning around one subject only—its enemy. Thinking about our enemy
sustains us, allows us to exist. That is why the enemy is always present, always with us…”

We may be losing more than we know, watching the way our children’s imaginations are
being colonised by the subject of war: We may be losing our humanity.
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(To be completed in #125)

by MANJUSHREE THAPANEPALITERATURE
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In the December Himal

TO SUBSCRIBE: CALL 543-333 OR WRITE TO SUBSCRIPTION@HIMALMAG.COM

Diasporiac dispositions: Fashioning the NRI

The ‘Madrasi’ of Malaysia:
Being ‘Indian’ in Southeast Asia

Exposing the saffron brigade’s fundraising scam

Starvation amidst surplus: The business of hunger

Ved Mehta’s tempest of self-revelation

Sashaying through structural adjustment:
The ugly business of beauty

Hindutva indoctrination: Growing into their knickers



Give yourself the gift of Reflexology !
email: buddhasfeet or ring 425-931

Visit Ground Zero Fine wines,
designer candles, cards, exclusive
Nepali paper products,
silver jewellery, wooden items,
perfumes and more. Darbar Marg,
opposite Hotel de l’Annapurna
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James Bond’s 20th cinematic outing, Die An-
other Day, keeps things fresh. Bond is leaner,
meaner and edgier, especially when MI6 strips
him of his double-O status after his imprison-
ment in a North Korean prison. Pierce Brosnan’s
fourth movie as the super suave spy has more
than the usual signature action chases, requi-
site gorgeous co-stars, snappy one liners and
exotic locales. Judi Dench (M) and John Cleese
(Q) return in this sequel, joined by Halle Berry
(Jinx), Rosamund Pike (Miranda Frost) and a
cameo appearance by Maddona, who also sings
the title track. Die Another Day will silence crit-
ics who said the Bond series should’ve been
buried years ago.

��

All pretty much settled over the subcontinent. And first
signs of the dense fog over the Indo-Gangetic plains
visible in this satellite picture taken on Wednesday
morning. As winter advances, and the mercury plummets
temperature inversion over the plains and moisture from
an expanding irrigation network over the Nepal tarai and
the Indian plains is going to make this thick fog some-
times lasting days. There are no signs of a cyclonic
circulation over the Bay that could pull a westerly front
our way. So expect morning fog in the plains and
Kathmandu Valley, giving way to hazy afternoon
sunshine.

"�! �#��� ��$� �%&�'� �(�!

� WINNER Showcase 2002 women entrepreneur’s exhibition 10AM-7PM, 21-22
December at Tridevi Temple, Thamel.

 � Snow and other adventures: “Poems in Frames” by Mark Wyatt at Lazimpat Gallery
Café, Lazimpat.

� Cubism by Surendra, paintings by Shova and ceramic sculptures by Cecile Houdret at
Park Gallery till 25 December. Park Gallery, Patan. 522307

� Woodturning in Kathmandu by Dan Hogan, and Unspoken Words: new Tibetan
Calligraphy by Dhumakhang at Indigo Gallery, Kathmandu. 8AM-6PM till 14 January.
413580

� Tamang Cultural Festival and International Tamang Conference 2002.19-22 December,
Exhibition Hall, Bhrikuti Mandap.

�#�� !

� Kids Carnival at Hyatt Regency 10AM-4PM, 21 December. Rs 1500 for family of three,
Rs 600 inclusive of all activities. 491234

� Winter Day Camp ECCA for students (Class 4-9) 29 December-14 January. ECCA,
Thapathali, Kathmandu. 268297,268328 email: ecca@mos.com.np

	�!�)

� Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ½ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

$*��+!

� Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday nights. 416096.

� Friday Indulgence Taste 12 Scottish single malts for Rs 999 at the Piano Lounge, Hotel
Yak and Yeti. 248999

"(($

� The Coffee Shop Christmas Eve Buffet dinner Rs 600 per person, 24 December.
Christmas Day Buffet lunch Rs 450 (veg), Rs 500 (non veg), 25 December. Hotel de’ l
Annapurna

� The Rox Restaurant Traditional Christmas Eve dinner Rs 1700, 24 December.
Christmas lunch buffet Rs 1250, 25 December.
Hyatt Regency Kathmandu.

� The Fire Club drinks, dinner and dancing, 8PM
onwards. Rs 1999 couple, Rs 999 per person.
Thamel. 410809

� Multi Cuisine at Nanglo’s Deli, relocated to Durbar
Marg. 224707

� Wood fired pizzas, cocktails and coffee at the
Roadhouse Café, Thamel

� Taste of Beijing Roast duck and other Chinese meat, fish and vegetarian delicacies.
Beijing Roast Duck Restaurant, Birendra International Convention Centre. 468589

� Tukche Thakali Kitchen Buckwheat, barley, bean, and dried meat specialties. Also
brunch with porridge and pancakes, all raw material from Tukche village. Durbar Marg.

,� �-�.!

� Bardia Bonkers Freshwater dolphins, giant tigers, elephants, safaris, rafting, evening
cocktails, traditional food. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com.

� Birdwatching, short hikes, writing 30 minutes from Kathmandu at Shivapuri National
Park. Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years
Shivapuri Heights Cottage, www.escape2nepal.com. Email: steve@escape2nepal.com

� Tea House Combo Room, breakfast, Nepali thali dinner, swimming, jacuzzi. Rs 700 per
head on twin sharing for Nepalis and expats, Tea House Inn, Nagarkot. 410432

� Writing Retreat Full board package. Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing
and nature at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

� Christmas and New Year Packages at Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488
� Lakhuri Bhanjyang Getaway at Adventure Camp & Country Kitchen, 15 km from Lalitpur

for day trips, short hikes, picnics or overnight stays. 981032785, 418922.
� Christmas at Dhulikhel Lodge Resort Rs 2002 per person includes dinner, breakfast

and welcome drink. 222389, 011-61114

ABOUT TOWN

BOOKWORM
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Naked Chef – Room, breakfast, dinner package
program NRs.1440
or US$19 Tel: 413628/680006

For Rent:
A fully furnished one bedroom apartment house
is available for rent in Handigaon. Five Minutes
walk from Bhatbhateni Supermarket. Please
contact Joshi at Tel. 412012 (8-10AM / 7-9PM)

VIS -18 -12-2002 05:00 GMT
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JAI NEPAL CINEMA
12PM, 3PM, 6PM
Telephone booking: 442220  Online booking www.jainepal.com
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CDO Regd No. 194/056/57 Lalitpur, Central Region Postal Regd. No. 04/058/59

by Kunda Dixit
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NEPALI SOCIETY
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iss Nepal 2002 Malvika
Subba’s private hurdle
was learning to strut in
high heels. She pursued

that with the single-minded
determination that she applies
to her life. “You have to really
believe in what you’re doing
because if you’re unsure then
your objective isn’t clear. Make
a plan for what you want and
how you’re going to get there.

Then go for it.”
This 21-year-old set her sights

on the Miss Nepal crown when the
pageant began in 1994 but waited
till she graduated before sending
in an application. For a closet
feminist (“I know what my rights are

and what I want, but I don’t go on
and on about it.”), Malvika

thinks beauty pageants “are a
positive way to showcase
what you are” and nothing
annoys her more than
airhead stereotypes of
beauty queens. She plans to
get a degree in mass
communication with a little
TV presenting on the side,
just till she learns enough
to work behind the camera.

She dislikes judgmen-
tal people, but in the two
weeks since being
crowned has learned that
as a public figure she
will be judged. “People
expect to see someone
petite, graceful and

fashionable and if you want to live
up to that, you have to try to be
perfect. But at the end of the day
I’m just normal Malvika,” she says.
Her family and friends don’t treat
her any differently. With a small
moue she says her mother still
monitors her pocket money,
doesn’t allow too many late
nights, too much TV or long
phone conversations.

Malvika confesses she wasn’t
used to the attention. “I’m not
enjoying all of it because now, as a
public figure, I think before doing
things. But I’m taking it in my
stride,” she says confidently. The
highlights of her public appear-
ances have been her fans, young
aspiring beauty queens, who ask
for autographs and tips. Her
advice? “Finish your education
because that’s really important.
Absorb what’s happening, read
and groom yourself.”

Malvika thinks Nepali pageants
have a long way to go compared to
India where they have become
lucrative money-spinners, espe-
cially after the success of several
Indians at the Miss Universe and
Miss World contests. Given the
chance, she would like to compete
for Miss World and represent Nepal
as an “Ambassador of Peace”.

“We have to show we want
peace and are determined to
reclaim what we had before—a
peaceful nation where we did not
have to live in fear.” �
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Turn the Clock Back!
As seen on NBC, CBS, CNN and even Oprah. Forget about
aging and dying forever! Get younger day by day. The next
best thing to re-incarnation. Lifelong warranty, or your
money back. Visit our website today and learn the facts
about this quality health product. Click here.

Dear Sir:
I request you to let your government know that I am very
distressed to learn about the mass sacrifices of animals at
the annual Gadimai Mela in Bara District. How dare you

���������
carry out this savage act against innocent creatures when
you are perfectly aware that ten times as many animals are
beheaded in our abattoirs every month? Please let your
government know that they shouldn’t try to compete with us
in barbarism against the animal kingdom.

Yours, Outraged.

Dear Sir: Thank you for your response to my letter of 15th

instant. We are glad that you have just deposited $800,000
in our bank account in the Cayman Islands. You have made
the right decision. To answer your query about when 75% of

Mr Sonny Abacha’s inheritance will
be transferred to your own offshore
account, let me assure you on my
Scout’s Honour (“Cross my heart
and hope to die.”) that we will do this
in the not too distant future.
Mufasa Matata & Co.
Solicitors to the Estate of
Mr Sonny Abacha

Enlarge Your Appendix
Increase the size of your appendix
by ¼ inch in one week! Our doctor
approved tablet will enlarge your
vestigial organ by up to 3 inches in a
month. No prescriptions necessary.

Over 100,000 satisfied customers. http://
www.appendage.net/shtml/

Fine Print: Anti Spam Policy Disclaimer: Under Bill
S. 1618 Title III passed by the 105th US Congress, satire
columns like this one cannot be considered spam as long as
we include an eject button. If this column was unsolicited,
and you got hoodwinked into reading it, please accept our
deepest apologies. Per the proposed HR 3113 Unsolicited
Commercial Columnist Act of 2002, further transmission to
you by the sender can be stopped at no cost to you.
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