ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

Spreading east

Now there are echoes of Rukum and Rolpa in Taplejung.

Statesman

Why Thapa smiles.

NAVIN SINGH KHADKA

“| am a happy man,” said Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa, deplaning last
Tuesday after his visit to Bhutan, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka in preparation for
the upcoming SAARC summitin Islamabad.
And well he might be, having been
saved by the regional association
when national politics was demanding
his departure from the top job at
Singha Durbar.
Thapa inherited the chairmanship of
SAARC from Sher Bahadur Deuba, who
had ruled the roost when the summit
happened last in Kathmandu in January
2002. He left for his subcontinental
whirlwind just as his party, RPP, exploded
with demands for him to step down and
make way for an all-party government.
Meanwhile, the other political parties were
gearing up for renewed protests against
the king and his government. Madhab
Kumar Nepal's Lucknow dash to meet
Messrs Prachanda and Baburam seemed also to have the capacity to show Thapa
the door.
And ironically, the most significant outcome of Thapa’s confab with Atal Behari
Vajpayee on 24 November was South Block’s suggestion via press release that the
king and the parties consider sorting out their differences so as better to tackle the

insurgents at the door. continued =) p5
ENJOY
Q. How do you rate Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Every Friday
Thapa's performance?

The Sumptuous Barbecue Dinner
atourilluminated Courtyard and Garden

For Vegetarians
Special Sish Kebabs andmany more.

For Reservation: 552 1810
Total votes:1,463

Weekly Internet Poll # 114.To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com
Q. If the king were to form an all-party government,

who would you like to see as the new prime minister ?

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

... .in OLANGCHUNGGOLA
hisisapart of Nepd where, intheold days you
knew youweregpproechingavillagewhenchildren
onaridgewouldsingorydl“Namage' toay
passngstranger. Nowadays dl youget areslert,
upicoussaes

Likemany Nepdliscaught upinthispointiess
war, Pasang Bhutia, the55-year-oldformer
charmanaf YamphudinVDCjust wantedtobeleft
doneby bothsdes Helivedwithhiswife andhis
four daughtersand onesonwenttoschool in
Taplgung. Pessngdlegedly ussdtobeaMaoist
gympathiser, butwaa'tanymore

Onthenight of 8November, agroupof 10
amedMaoigscametohishouseseskingshelter.
Pasangandhiswifecouldn'tsay no. Inthe
morning, wordreechedthevillagethat anarmy
petral wasapproaching. TheMaoigsranaff,
leavingtheir wegponshehind. Thesoldierswent
house-to-houseandwhenthey saw thewegpons,
they openedfirekilling Pesang onthespot. His
wifewaiteddl day andthefallowingnight beside
her husbend sdead body, unabletodoanything but
gieve

Thenext day, thevillagersfindly museredthe
couragetohdpher carry outthelagt rites. Thet
evening, they heard RadioNepd announcetheta
Maoit, Pesang Bhutia, had beenshot deed by
seaurity forcesin Taplg ung. Pasang hasbecome
another satigtic. But for hisfamily, hiscommunity
andhiscourtry, heisyet another Nepdi whowas
caughtinthisvidousand sensdlessconflict.

continued—=)
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LETS DO IT

onders never cease in the kingdom of the absurd. Last year, the king
fired an elected prime minister, saying in effect: “I'll do it my way.” Since

then, the leaders of the political parties who ruined the country with their
greed and ineptitude, haven't given the people a convincing argument why the
same venal and vision-challenged chieftains should be put back in the saddle. We
see no signs that they have mended their ways: just look at how they are jostling
again for advantage in the race to occupy choice berths in the next national
government.

UML boss Madhab Nepal slipped out of his house in Nepalgan; at three in the
morning last month to cross the border to meet the Maoist troika. There was bitter
irony in the ensuing confusion of his security detail—a political leader ditches his
armed police bodyguards to head off for a secret meeting with the leaders of a
group that they are supposed to guard him against! Nepal doesn't even tell his own
party colleagues what he is up to, whereas just about everyone knows through
media leaks that the meeting is in Hotel Kapur at Lucknow, located (we might add)
in a country that has actually labelled the group ‘terrorists’.

We give up trying to make sense of all this. Maybe British special envoy Sir
Jeffrey James, back in town this week, will have better luck figuring things out. He
probably delivered more unsolicited advice to the people who heed it least—the
Royal Nepali Army, followed by rounds of meetings with political party bosses,
waving carrots and sticks. He may even try to mend fences with the king. Sir
Jeffrey seems to have his work cut out, but we wonder if he shouldn’t have his
office closer to his line of duty, New Delhi for instance?

What have we brought on ourselves that we have handed over the destiny
and decision-making in this country to outsiders? Human rights violations have
become so serious they have set off international alarm bells. The palace and
parties are so stubborn that foreign envoys have to step in to get them to patch
up. We have made this crisis so intractable that Nepal is now being spoken in the
same breath as Sierra Leone or Rwanda, a new disaster zone needing an
outside fix. It is pointless blaming outsiders when we have utterly failed to solve
our problems. The Maoists started us on this downhill slide and the
parliamentary party leadership exacerbated it by playing with the fire of rebellion
to settle political scores. An impatient king decided to solve things by throwing
the baby out with
the bathwater.

It may seem like it is too late,
but we can still seize the
initiative. The correction must
begin with a step-by-step
reversal of the process that
brought us here, by
relearning how genuine
democracy works. After all, if
the Nepali people have a say,
no outsider will be able

STATE OF THE STATE

Doing what is right

by CK LAL

Human rights and democracy are two sides of the same coin.

he Geneva-based World
T OrganisationAgaing Torture,

better known by itsacronym
OMCT, reported | ast week that two boys
werearbitrarily arrested and tortured by
police. RgjuLama, a22-year-old
garment labourer from Kathmandu and
Manoj Rai, a17-year-old student of the
Nandi Night School at Naxal, were
reportedly arrested and severely tortured
at theHanuman Dhokadistrict police
officein Kathmandu.

Until two yearsago, an alegation of
thisnaturefrom aninternational
organisation would have beenaserious
matter. It would have beenraised onthe
floor of the house by raucous
parliamentariansand street protestsmay
havebeentriggered caling for the
resignation of thehomeminister. There
may have been outraged editorialsand
human rightsgroupswould havetaken
upthecausewith janjati activists perhaps
launching asignature campaign.

Noneof thishappened whenthe
OMCT statement about Lamaand Rai
wasreleased. Thedeafening silenceis
anindictment of our sagging morality,
and asad commentary asto how
brutality hasnumbed usasasociety
about rightsand wrongs. Nepaishave
begun to accept that nationa ingtitutions

havevery littlerespect for the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Inthe
nameof fighting the Maoist insurgency,
the state has now becomealaw unto
itself. It took the direct presenceof three
very conspicuous European diplomatsin
dark suitsto deter soldiersoutside Singha
Darbar fromre-arresting leftist poet
Purnabiram last month. Many others
haven't been aslucky, an unaccounted
number of victimscontinueto bein
illegal detention and several have died
in captivity without even being
acknowledged by the detaining
authority.

Thesedays, if ayouthisnot
spotted in the countrysidefor five
consecutive days, people
automatically assume that he has been
a) killed in astaged encounter, b)
‘takenaway’ by the Unified
Command, ¢) abducted by Maoists, d)
ishiding from the fear of both forces
or e) hasfled down south. Theerosion
of therule of law began when Sher
Bahadur Deubawas prevailed upon by
thearmy to declareastate of
emergency. Even at that time, many
legal expertspointed out that therewere
enough provisionsinthelaw and there
was no need to sacrificefundamental
rightsto protect the peoplefrom
insurrectionigts.

Deubawas|ater persuaded that
putting the congtitution in virtual
suspension (by declaring amid-term
election, which couldn’t be held for the
samereason that warranted the
imposition and continuation of the state
of emergency inthefirst place) was
the easiest way to get out of the
scrutiny of rightsactivists. Theslide
gained further momentum inthe wake
of the October Fourth royal takeover.
One of Deuba’sfavourite quips used to
bethat activistsnever failed to
condemn government excesses while
much more outrageous viol ations of
human rights by theinsurgentswent
uncensored. Therewasmorethan a

grainof truthin hisallegations. Inthe
initial stagesof theinsurgency, civil
society not only failed to denounce
Maoist killingsand abductions, it went to
the extent of condoning their tyranny by
blaming the government for everything.

Thisisthereason civil society’s
voice of reason hasvery few takers
even when violationsthese daysare
overwhelmingly by theforces of the
state. Civil society leaderslike Padma
Ratna Tuladhar, Daman Nath
Dhungana, Sindhu Nath Pyakurel and
BirendraKeshari Pokharel failed thento
recognise that afaulty democracy wasa
better guarantee of human rightsthan
the most benevolent of dictatorships.
After countless experimentswith
controlled regimesall over theworld, it
isclear that human rightsand
democracy are two sides of the same
coin. Onecan't exist in the absence of
the other. Democratic societiesareless
likely to violate human rights because
abusive leaders can be removed by their
own party, opposition parties can check,
and even unseat, aruling party that is
reckless enough to permit violations.
And civil libertiesallow the mediato be
atool in preventing and stopping
repression. The challenge before
international organisationsin thesetimes
isn’t limited to ensuring that the human
rightssituation in the country isbetter
monitored.

Coerciveforcesmust bemade
answerableto the peopl€’ srepresentatives
if they areto be made accountablefor
their excesses. Aslong asarmed men
remain under the control of apalaceor a
politburo, no amount of monitoring can
makethem exerciserestraint. All universal
val ues—gender equity, humanrights,
equalisation of opportunity, environmental
concerns—spring froman abiding faithin
the people. Aslong asthe peopleremain
marginalised, no other prescriptionisgoing
towork. t

AIDWAGONS
Lak is right on track about these
Aidwagons (Here and there,
#172). It is an irony that people
who drive SUVs to shop in
Bluebird also preach about clean
air and poverty alleviation. SUVs
not only encroach the narrow
streets of our cities and towns but
also increase the administrative
cost of Nepal's Foreign Aid/Grant
that sustains our moribund
economy!
Manishi KC,
email

e | want to thank Daniel Lak for
bringing up the subject of the
ubiquitous “aidwagon”. Although
there are many more important

issues to be faced in Nepal at the
current time, | feel that you do
raise some valid points that both
INGO/ diplomatic workers and
Nepali politicians would do well to
consider. When | lived in Nepal as
a student, the antics of the Pajero
classes never ceased to amaze me.
The very fact that such vehicles
have been the subject of political
corruption scandals in the past,
should have been warning enough
for Kathmandu's wealthier residents
to be a little less ostentatious.

In 2002, | lived in a block
immediately behind the British
embassy and could see into their
compound from our roof. Water was
supplied to our building twice, at
4AM and 4PM. After two months,

the water supply to
Lainchour was cut off
altogether. It took
people 10 minutes to
carry water from the
communal pump in the
neighbourhood. On the
other side of the wall, we
could see the entire
embassy fleet of Land
Rovers being liberally
cleaned with pressure
hoses (they were never
even that dirty).

As a British citizen, | felt rather
embarrassed by my attempts to
explain this to my landlords:
something about how the
ambassador had to make a good
impression and the vital
importance of spotless vehicles to
that end. At one point, | gave up
trying and griped with them
instead.

| know all these things are
minor in comparison to what goes
in Nepal, but it is important that
foreign communities consider more
carefully the effects of living like
kings in Nepal and the longterm
effect that this will have on how
Nepali people view us.

Edward Bowman,
RCA South Asia

MONKEYS
Friends of SPCAN (Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Nepal) is extremely concerned
about the apparent decision of the
Department of National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation to allow
biomedical research on monkeys in
Nepal, and to actually provide
researchers with monkeys from
national parks managed by the
department (‘Monkey business’,
#171). The department is now

supporting the work of the Nepal
Natural Society, an NGO that
cooperates with the Washington
Primate Center. Monkeys are
considered sacred and an
important part of Nepal's heritage
for a number of reasons. Monkeys
are highly intelligent animals
and maintain intricate social
structures. They have complex
emotional lives, caring for one
another and showing love to their
babies as we humans do to our
children. Ethically, using monkeys
in experiments that inflict mental
and physical pain is
unacceptable and
unconscionable. Research
illustrates that primate
experimentation is no longer the
‘gold standard’ for study design.
Past experience has
demonstrated that animal-
modelled biomedical research
yields results that cannot be
safely applied to humans.

Nepal will not get credit for
providing monkeys for biomedical
research by maintaining
outdated, unreliable and
unethical methods for conducting
studies. We are living in an era
when ethics as well as state-of-the-
art study design are important

considerations when doing
research. England maintains a
complete ban on great ape
experimentation. Recently, large-
scale public and professional
protests in France halted plans for
a breeding facility for experimental
animals. India, after realising that
its monkeys were misused for
gruesome radiation experiments in
the US, banned all primate exports
in 1977. Global trends indicate a
strong movement towards the
aholition of experiments on
primates. This is one of the reasons
why it is increasingly difficult for
American research centres to find
sufficient research primates. The
Washington Centre tries to find
loopholes in the world’s legal
animal rights provisions and in
Nepal (one of the few countries in
the world still largely without such
legislation) it has found ideal
working ground. We strongly request
the department and the Nepali
government at large to
demonstrate its commitment to
enlightened and ethical research
practices by halting commercial,
biomedical research on Nepali
monkeys.

Friends of SPCAN,

Kathmandu

WARAND PEACE

Firstit was the EU representative,
then it was the UN bosses in Nepal,
followed by the German
ambassador, and now we have the
envoy from the Court of St James
(‘Interview’, #171) joining the Euro
chorus demanding democracy,
human rights, ceasefire and peace.
It should not be that hard to see
that it is not the Nepali
government which is obstructing the
exercise of democracy and human
rights in Nepal: it is Maoist terror.

The Maoists have slaughtered
thousands of people in the most
gruesome manner for their beliefs,
thousands of people have been
abducted and tortured, hundreds of
thousands have been extorted and
robbed, just as many have been
forced to flee their homes and
those unable to leave are cowering
under Maoist terror outside
Kathmandu city limits. It is the
Maoists who systematically
destroyed the VDCs and DDCs.
They made it impossible for
political leaders to visit their
constituencies and it is the Maoists
who are preventing the holding of
democratic elections. And in the
areas that they control, the Maoists
don't allow free press, civil society
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OPINION

by ALOK BOHARA

Humpty dumpty had a great fall

hecondtitutiond forcesaredill in

disaray, theMaoigsarenctinthe

mood for concessionsand, likehis
predecessor, PrimeMinigter Surya
Bahadur Thapahesfailedto persuade
oppogtionleaderstojoinandl-paty
government. Hesayshewantsto
militarily softentheMaoigs and has
vowedtoholddections

Someareskeptica andfear thar
freedomsareendangered, but otherssee
himasaskilledadminigrator anda
sourceof gebility. Thequestionforthis
dividednationis wheredowegofrom
here? Most peopleseemto agreethat we
should beheaded towardsmullti-party
democracy and not areturntopartyless
authoritarianismor atotdliterian
communigtrepublic. Butthey can'tagree
onhow toget there. Intheyeer after the
kingtook over, theNepdi peopleshowed
remarkabletolerancetowardstwo
Panchaya-eraprimeminisers

Thefact that thecountry’strangtion
towardsdemocracy coincidedwiththe
riseof theinsurgency raisessome
fundamenta questions. TheMaoitssaw
Nepd'sfeudd socid Sructureasthe
sngular sourceaf chronic poverty and
injudtices, andanamedrevolutionasthe
only way out. Toothers, greedy
paliticdansandther short-sghtedvison
(notthemulti-party system) wasthe
sourceof theproblem. TheMaoidts
exploitedthepeople sgpathy toward
democracy. Pre-ceasefiredatashow tha
what sarted out asasmall rebdllioninthe
midwesterndigtrictsin 1996-1997 hed by
2002 engulfedtheentirecountry, with
muchof thergpid expandontaking place
inthehills(seefigure).

By being ready to sacrificethousands
of Nepdli livesand dismantling nationdl
infrastructure, destructiondominatedthe
revolutionary Srategy. Anextreme
ideology andforaingthepopulationtopay
any pricetofurther thecausebeganto

overshadowtheMaoists initid genuine
socid concernsfor thesuppressed
masses. Anescaaionof violencedueto
daecounter-violencewasinevitable,
andordinary Nepdiswerecaughtinthe
crossfire-seeninthedraméicincressein
thedtate'skill-ratio.

Of themorethan 8,000 Nepdliskilled
farby bothsdes dmog hdf have
been non-combatants farmers teachers,
Sudents, busnessmen, journdigts
Humeanrightshasbecomesucha
concernthat foreignassstanceis
jeopardised. Withtwofalled negatiations
andtworoydig primeminigers, and
parliamentary partiessddined, the
progpectsiook blesk.

SinceitwasKing Gyanendrawho
took thedramaticmovein October last
year tosack theprimeminigter, itisnow
uptohimtofindaway toextricatethe
country fromthisrut. Itisdsonow dlear
thet theleadership of thecongtitutional
forcesmugt beat thehemof such
efforts. Tothat end, therevivd of
parliament may turnouttobealot less
codly propositionthan conductingan
dection. High-profilekillingsof military
and security officersareareminder that
any movetowardseectionwithout firs

forginganundergandingwiththeMaoists
may turnoutto beahugemistake. Does
itredlly matter at thisstage, therefore,
what mechanismweuseto choseour
leaders? Doweredly care, giventhe
crigsof gate? Theraiondefor theleast-
expensveand|east dangerousoptionis
ovewhdming. Especidly snceeither
way, thekingwill haveadopted adevice
totrandfer power whereit belongs tothe
peoples representatives.

Any atempttosubvert democracy
permanently inthenameof security will
actudly havefar-reaching consequences
Democracy, nomatter how messy, is
essentia ininhibiting conflict.

Anandyssof theempiricd datafrom
Nepd's75digrictsover thelast seven
yearsand abehaviourd link withsocio-
economicfactorsreved interesting
results. Communitieswithahigher leve
of trustand divic participetion, as
measured by anindex of socid capitd,
havebeenfoundtobelessvulnerableto
Maoig violenceandthekillingshavebeen
lesspervasve. Smilar resultsarefound
for thedemocracy index thet was
measured by thevoters participationrate
andtheleve of successesof thesmdler
patiesinganeringvotes The

Communities with a higher level of civic participation
are less vulnerable to Maoist violence.

implicationisthat thecurrentwinner-
tekes-dl sysem, whereoneor two
partiesdominatethepolitical spectrum,
isnat particularly conduciveto pesce.
Single-party dominated communitiesare
likely toproduceresentment andless
commund harmony, mekingthem
vulnerabletosocid grifeand conflict.
Smilarly, communitieswhich
recelvedahigher level of government
grantsonaper capitabassareless
vulnerabletoviolence Neglected areas
withchronicpoverty aemore
susoeptibletoMaoigt violence. For
example, of the25|east devel oped
digricts, 17 arehotbedsof Maoist
insurgency. Only oneof theseisinthe
ead, anditisinterestingthat duringthe
|last 12 yearsthecountry wasruled for
admog 10yearshy dected essterners.
Reformstobring about regiond
baancemus thereforeformthe
backboneof afutureresolution by
devolvingfiscd and politica power to
regiona governments. Thesecould
begivenfinancia incentivesto
develop, for example, hydropower in
their regions, andalowedtoretain
half the proceedsto createatrust fund
tospend onloca development.

Thebottomlineisthat dl the
condtitutiond forcesmust unitetoassess
their lagt 12 yearsand work towards
moregenuinedemocracy with better
safeguardsfor theruleof law, good
governance, economicfreedom, free
reechandsocid judtice. Internd
democracy andfinancid trangparency
withintheparty isasimportant. Liberd
democracy will requirethemonarchto
makeconcessonsand say ingdethe
condtitutional boundary andremaina
symbal of unity. Thepalitica leedership,
foritspart, should show anew
commitmenttothenationd interestand
acoept reformsto devolvepalitica and
economic power tothegrassroots.

Thisisthemiddiegroundthet the
partiesnead to pushto counter the
extremismespoused by the
revolutionariesaswework towardsa
new peaceprocess, perhgpsthistime
withthehe p of theUnited Nationsand
otherinternational bodies t

Alok Bohara, PhD is professor of economics,
University of New Mexico, and this article is
extracted from a paper to be presented at the
International Sudies Association Convention in
Montreal next March. bohara@unm.edu

or human rights—they rule by
instilling fear. However, none of
the self-serving votaries of
democracy and human rights have
ever felt it necessary to censure
the Maoists in clear and
unambiguous terms for their
deeds. If it is their policy to treat
the Maoist rebellion and the
government's measure to contain
it as moral equivalents, shouldn't
the Europeans at least call on the
rebels to lay down their arms even
as they threaten, harangue and
demoralise the government?
Should or should not the Nepali
government seek to defeat the
Maoists so that killings can stop,
democratic elections can be held,
and people can live without fear
and exercise their fundamental
rights to life and liberty?

On the one hand Bloomfield
says, "Maoists must not be allowed
to win through violent means" and
in the same breath adds, "The cost
of trying to achieve a military
victory or even forcing the Maoists
back to the negotiating table" as
inadvisable. The UK emissary
goes on to make a grandiose
claim: "We are attached to the
observation of human rights and
the British are knowledgeable

about how wars of this nature can
be successfully won...we do have a
lot of experience around the
world." In the process of creating
the empire where the sun never
set, the British sure learnt a lot
about fighting and winning. But to
imply that those conquests were
somehow for the love of human
rights is rather preposterous.
Hopefully the people in Ireland
will not read this.

As far as military operations in
a complex guerrilla war go, the
Royal Nepali Army has done a
commendable job in respecting
the rights of non-combatants.
Although there have been
thousands of civilian casualties
(some of that very wilful) in Iraq
and Afghanistan, none of the
British, American or any
European soldiers have been
brought to justice. The Royal
Nepali Army, on the other hand,
has taken legal action against a
number of officers and soldiers for
their misconduct against civilians.
Perhaps the European emissaries
ought to try their human rights
prescriptions on their own and the
US military before they try
peddling it in Nepal.

Jack Shaw, by email
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WO years ago, when

flashfloods devastated his

fields near Hetauda, Ram
Sharmathought he had lost all.
The 60-year-old farmer had no
food, no land and no hope of
supporting hiswife, sonsand
grandchildren.

Suddenly, Ram hit upon an
idea: why not use the same
water that destroyed hisfarmto
set up aghattawaterwheel to
grind maize and produce flour?
All he needed was atreetrunk
for the runner, sometimber to
craft the turbinewheel, astone
grinder and aconvenient
stream. Soon, hiswater mill
was ready and villagersfound it
easier togrind their cornand
wheat nearby instead of
travelling milestoreacha
diesel mill intown. Hisbusiness
boomed and today Ram makes
Rs 2,000 amonth from his
ghatta. Saysthe ever-cheerful
farmer: “Good thing | had the
ideawhen | did, and there was
thistraditional knowledgethat
was passed down from our
ancestors.”

AcrossNepal, thissimple
but effective water-powered
technology isbeing rapidly

NARESH NEWAR in MAKWANPUR

replaced by diesel and electric
mills. Wherever roads have
reached remote areas,
traditional ghatta owners have
lost their jobsto the march of
time. But asRam Sharma's
experience shows, small isstill
beautiful. The ghatta isstill the
simplest, cheapest and most
convenient way for farmersto
earnaliving.

“Thestart-up investment is
very small and thetechnology is
indigenous,” saysNakul
Debkota, astudent of the
nearby Basamari village. “ If
thereismoney for motor-driven
mills, thereisno reason why we
should not revive ghattas.”
Fellow-student, Sunil
Lamichhane agrees: “This
ancient tradition hasnot just
survived in moderntimes, but it
isstill useful and providesa
living.”

You would expect young
college studentslike Nakul and
Sunil to beinfatuated with
modern technology, but they
seemtothinkitistheir
community’sduty to preserve
ghattas. “ Just becausewearein
ahurry to keep up with these
fast times, thereisno reason to

abandon what our ancestors
left us. If wedon't preserve
what we have, future
generationswill see ghattas
only ontelevision,” says
college student Dhruba
Debkota. They are not saying
thisfor effect, the students
seemto genuinely believe
what they say.

Therearefour ghattasin
Basamari, all of themdo a
good trade. Competition has
improved services and brought
pricesdown for ordinary
villagers. Despite having their
ghattaswashed away by the
Rapti during the monsoon, the
ownersrebuild them annualy.
Demand for flour ishigh and
the owners make aregular
income. We saw school
children carry sacks of maize
to the millsbefore school. The
flour isready to take homein
the evenings.

Water millsoften raisethe
problem of sharing water
between mill ownersand
farmersbut at Basamari the
villagers managed to sort their
disputesamicably. The ghattas
areallowed to channel water
since, thefarmersreasoned,
themillsdon’t actually expend
theresource asmuch asuseits
energy. “We also managed to
convincethevillagersthat
ghattaswouldn’t affect farming
aslong aswe make them
upstream from their farms,”
saysghatta-owner Hari Sharan
Karki.

Creeping urbanisation from
nearby Hetaudaand the
proliferation of diesel and
electric mills has meant that
many busy villagersare going
totown taketheir grainto
town. “People are busy on the

Getting out of grinding poverty

Traditional water mills survive the test of time.

farmor intheofficeand don’t
have the patience to wait so
they chooseto taketheir grain
to electricmills,” says Rajesh
Upreti, owner of an electric
mill. Although chargesfor the
traditional ghattas are cheap,
they aretime consuming. What
takesan electricmill afew hours
isoftenafull dayswork onthe
oldwater mills.

Intime, villageslike
Basamari could becomelike
Handhikholawhere ghattas are
being replaced by the offerings
of urbanisations. But all isnot
lost. Traditional ghattascan
now be made more efficient by
upgrading the turbines. One of
the organisations specialising in
ghattasisthe Centrefor Rural
Technology (CRT) that has
designed ghattaswith Improved
Water Mill technology. The
main upgradeischanging the
traditional wooden runner witha

hydraulically-designed penstock
pipe and replacing the wooden
paddleswith cup shaped blades.
Thisincreasesits operational
efficiency and makesit useful
with additional taskslike
hulling, electricity generation
and oil-expelling.

Dil Maya Tamang has been
running her ghatta for the past
18yearsand isthe only one
with animproved water mill in
Basamari. For thelast two
years her income hasimproved
and the efficiency of her mill
has more than doubled. “I used
to grind only three pathisin one
day. Now | canfinish seven
pathis,” saysDil Maya, whois
hel ping other women try out the
new mill. “1’m not greedy, |
want other women to benefit
and become more independent
too.”.

But for Ram Sharma, even
an old ghattaisstill good

her improved water mill with her
husband. A traditional water mill
in Basamari.

enough. Despite hisage, he
walksfor hourswith a50kg
sack of flour on hisback to sell
at Hetaudafor aRs 50 profit . “I
wish the sahus paid me more,
but at |east there is some cash,”
he says.

Shop owner, Kedar Shrestha
isaregular buyer andisvery
impressed with the quality of
flour fromtraditiona mills.
“Make sureyou bring more and
early inthemorning,” Kedar
tellsRam. Hiscustomersall
prefer ghatta flour, “It'sclean
and keeps better.” t

HERE AND THERE

neof thetechniquesfor belittling the horror of war isto measureit by

casualty count, thetoll of dead and wounded. Thuswe have, almost

asamantra, the notion that Nepal’ scivil war hasleft around 8,000
peopledead in the past seven and ahalf years. Severd

lead invasion of their country earlier thisyear. A Smilar

0 thousand Iragisare said to have died inthe Anglo-American

number of Afghansdied inbombing by the US after the 9/11
attacksinNew York City. About 2,800 werekilled in that outrageous

bit of terrorism. And soon.

Horror then, isquantified. It'sanumber, something we can easily
deal with. Yesit'sappalling to ponder that number itself. Eight
thousand Nepaliswho might otherwise beleading productivelives,
raising families, having fun. Iragi civilianswho probably hated
Saddam Hussein more than any American, now reduced to
cindersand dust in the crater of a“bunker buster bomb”.
NamelessAfghan farmers and bazar merchantsforgotten by all
savetheir families. But numbersare easily forgotten.

Anexception of course, isthe World Trade Centre, Pentagon and
Pennsylvaniaplane crash victims—thanksto theAmerican media, we
know alot about these people. That crisswasdeliberately
personalised because everyonein North America, and in many other
partsof theworld, felt that the al-Qaeda attacks were personal,
they were aimed at the innocent, and that includes all of us.

But I'd liketo suggest that all violenceisaimed at everyone,
no matter how righteousits perpetrators, so we should know more
about victimsthan the number of them. Who are these 8,000
Nepaliswho werekilled since the Maoists started their ‘ people’s
war’ in February of 1996? We know of some of them, the higher
ranking among them, and those who werekilled in Kathmandu.
They got their namesin the papers. Occasionally alocal stringer

Horror quantified

- inDadeldhuraor someplace else will add detail to an otherwise
:z(( sparsereport of someone shot by Maoistsor army. Those namesare

= soonforgotten.

(0]

£ Whatwedon't know anything about isthe vast number of

= peoplein thiscountry who have died. Ninety-five percent or
more of thisdeath toll of 8,000 are faceless, namel ess, to most
of the country. We aretold on adaily basisthat 22 Maoistswere
killed here, 17 there, adozen or so in separateincidentsin the
east, west, north, middle hillsand tarai. But we never, ever find
out who these people are. We never get to ask crucial questions
that could determine the outcome of thiswar. Solet’sdraw upa
listintheinterestsof peace, aseriesof questionsthat civil society
should ask the security forces every timethey announce so many

rebelskilled and leaveit at that.

by DANIEL LAK

We should know more about
victims than their numbers.

1)  Whoarethedead? Their names, ages, placesof birth and

residence.

2)  What weretheexact circumstancesof their deaths?
3  What dotheir familiessay about them?Werethey knownto be

Maoists?

4)  If so, how didthey cometo berebels? Thisisakey question.

5  What hasbeentheimpact of their deathson family, community,
perception of the rebels, government and situation asawhole.

6) Couldthissituation have been resolved without violenceand if

S0, why wasn'tit?

All fairly smplequestionsto answer, really. But | have doubts
that they’ Il be addressed in the current climate of confusion, fear and
militarisation. Theworldisgetting worse, dong with Nepal. We're

losing

our humanity, reducing conflict to an accountant’sledger and leaving
moralsinthe handsof menwith guns. Themediaislosingitsability to

see

past the pressrelease or the offer to“embed” inthelatest bit of state
sponsored violence. But afew simple questionsanswered truthfully

could

just sart to changethingsfor the better. t
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Upgrading the old

The improved water mill is an upgraded version of
a traditional water mill (TWM) that converts hydro-
power from water into mechanical power. The two
upgraded versions are the improved ghatta (IG)
and Multi Purpose Power Unit (MPPU). The
mechanical power generated by the IG and MPPU
is used mainly to process local agricultural
produce, generate micro-level electricity and
pump water. Twenty kilograms of cereals like
maize, wheat and millet are ground in an hour by
a IWM and 65-90kg per hour with a MPPU
compared to just 15kg in a TWM. The power
output can range from 2 to 5 kilowatts and
machines like a rice huller, oil expeller and
dynamo can be fitted easily. The small-scale
cottage industry can run a wood saw, planer

and looms.

In upgraded mills, metals replace all wooden parts like paddles, shaft, chute or penstock pipe and the hopper.
A wooden vibrator is replaced with a metal-gated regulator. The grinding stones are replaced with artificial cast-
stones. These improvements make the water wheels last longer.

A traditional water mill can be upgraded to the improved ghatta by two workers in a couple of days. It can be
made with the same set of tools used for making the traditional style. Iron parts can be fitted with regular hand
tools. MPPUs can be manufactured in an urban workshop in 15 days and installed on site in a week by two people.

Efforts to improve traditional ghattas was started nearly 36 years ago by Swiss engineer Andreas Bachmann
who worked with Nepali small-hydro pioneer Akal Man Nakarmi. Several organisations and manufacturers like
Centre for Rural Technology, Kathmandu Metal Industries (KMI) and Nepal Yantra Shala (NYS) Energy have
followed up on the technology and improved around 400 ghattas so far all over the country.

The improvement has brought about positive economic and social benefits: increase in income, employment
opportunities and better time management. With its capability to generate electricity in rural areas, establishing
small-scale cottage industries has become possible. More time is saved, helping to serve more customers during
seasonal peak periods and last longer than traditional ghattas.

Courtesy: Mini Technology by BR Saubolle and Andreas Bachmann, 1978 Sahayogi Press and New

Himalayan Water Wheels by Andreas Bachmann and Akal Man Nakarmi, 1983)

The next toyal move

becausetheMaoistsarestillthe  themonarch. After all, the

= from pl

Ignorance is death

Nepali women’s ignorance about their right to a
safe abortion is contributing to at least half of all
pregnancy-related deaths in Nepal where the
maternal mortality rate is one of the highestin
the world. The Centre for Research on
Environment Health and Population Activities
(CREHPA) says in their new report that a large
number of Nepali women are still unaware of
their right to terminate a pregnancy although the
bill to legalise abortion was passed by
parliament in March 2002. It also said fewer
women than men were aware of the abortion
bill but a greater number of those surveyed
supported abortion.

The law permits women to abort a foetus
during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy if her
life or health is in danger and in cases of rape,
incest and foetal impairment. Before abortion
became legal, conviction on abortion charges
meant long years of incarceration since
abortion was considered the same as
infanticide. Most women were sentenced to 20
years, denied legal representation and accused
of other violations. CREHPA said lack of
awareness has dire consequences for women
who, fearing arrest, opt for unsafe but
anonymous abortions that lead to health
complications and often, death.

The opinion poll conducted by CREHPAin 10
major cities from all over Nepal interviewed
about 50,000 people in the 18-30 age group.

Religious allies

oooooooooooooooooooooo

“Religion plays an important role in fighting the
social stigma attached to people who have HIV/
AIDS,” says college student, Rita Shrestha,
who believes that activism should take a new
direction against the epidemic. Public
awareness should not be limited to just street
campaigns but can be more effectively used by
religious leaders to reach out to their
communities. “Our priests should be involved in
educating the community about the disease as
people take them very seriously,” says
Shrestha, who represented Nepali youth at a
conference, South Asia Inter-faith Consultation:
Young People and HIV/AIDS, held here in
Kathmandu.

A delegation of 140 youth, religious leaders
and religious groups from Buddhist, Muslim,
Christian and Baha'i communities around South
Asia met in the city to discuss their response to
the HIV epidemic in the region. “Religious
leaders are in a unique position. They are
listened to. This is an important anti-AIDS
initiative that could have significant results in
combating the epidemic,” says Sadig Rasheed,
regional director of Unicef South Asia. It is

South Asian youths lighting a lamp of hope at

Swayambhunath.

estimated that South Asia is home to 5 million
people living with HIV/AIDS and the disease is
spreading widely in all eight countries due to the
lack of knowledge, denial and stigma, an uneven
health infrastructure and social behaviour.

One of the serious concerns raised was the
cultural and social pressures that prevents the
afflicted from seeking treatment. “Stigma and
prejudice ostracises those in need of
compassion,” says Rasheed. With 1.25 million
children and young people living with HIV, Unicef
is encouraging youth to work as activists by
raising awareness and reaching out directly to
communities, both adult and young. “When |
return home, | want to organise awareness
programs in the villages and towns with the help
of my friends,” says 16-year-old Raviraj Dugar
from India. Prabudha Dayama, a schoolboy from
Mumbai, wants to see religious leaders shaking
hands and counseling their communities. “They
can help to moderate the inner conscience of
their people. They can help to talk about AIDS in
public, which can reduce social stigma,” says
Dugar. In the Indian state of Maharastra, 200
schools have introduced AIDS Prevention
Awareness Program (APAP) for senior students
as a compulsory extra-curricular course. “I'm
sure that youth in Nepal will make a difference
and bring a new kind of activism by encouraging
religious leaders to work with us,” concludes
Shrestha.

For the girls

The Indian government has sanctioned Rs 8.20
million for the construction of a girls’ hostel, the
Nepal Bharat Maitri Kanya Chhatrabas, at
Panchthar Multiple Campus at Phidim. The Indian
Ambassador Shyam Saran laid the foundation
stone for what is hoped will become “an
enduring symbol of the friendship between the
two countries” according to an embassy press
release. The need for a girls’ hostel has long
been felt by the local community and its
construction will go a long way in improving the
educational infrastructure for the people of this
district.

with the partiesto oppose*“the
regression”. Headmitted the
meetingwith UML'sNepal had
the same agenda.

Thechoice between
reconciliationwiththeking or an
dliancewiththerebelsmay beno
choiceat al. But they arereduced
towaiting at the gate of the palace
for the next royal move.

KATHMANDU INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTRE

TEACHERS WANTED

We are looking for a full-time or part-time teachers of:

larger enemy and adecisive demand of the RPPwasan

For all these pressures, Thapasaid ~ showdownwiththekingmay al-party government, which
he was happy when he came down smply benefit therebels. They iswhat the UML andthe
therampaat Tribhuban donot likethearmy'sincreasing ~ Congresshavebeen
Internationa Airport. Doesthe presencein national affairsbut demanding of theking.
primeminister know somethingthe ~ they fear theMaoists But nothing happened.
rest of thepolity doesnot, which unchecked spread acrossthe Thepalaceremained
may explain hishilarity? hillsand plainsevenless. inscrutable, while Thapa

It could betheinahility of the For thushaving shown thumbed hisnoseat hisparty
political partiesto generate consderableflexihility, the president and added an
momentum amongst themselves or parti ESWOU|d cer ta' nly liketo uncouth remar k (about
among thepublicfor their agjtation ~ Seesomereciprocity from the Pashupati’slineage) to boot.
againgt‘ pratigaman’, more palace. ButKing Gyanendrahas ~ Andthenhewenton his
directed against Narayanhiti than kept hiscards closeto hischest. SAARCjaunt.
SinghaDurbar. A megting to No oneknowswhether his So, dmost appearing to
consider thefuturecourseof the continuing aloofnessfromthe beenjoying himself, Thapa
agjtation could not happen political partiesisaca culated seemstobelieveheis
Thursday. Actually, the parties moveor whether he, too, is secureand that the Sword of
weresupposed tofinalisethe 10" hemmedin by having granted Damoclesthat others see
round of their agitationtwomonths ~ €xecutive powerswhen he danglingisjust not there.
ago appointed SuryaBahadur prime Perhapsfedling equally

“Thepartiesarequite
undecided,” concedes senior and
maverick Congressman Narhari
Acharya. “Wehaveonly been
reacting. We do not haveany
concrete plan to move ahead
united.”

The partiesremain befuddled

minister, afacility apparently not
availableto hispredecesor
L okendraBahadur Chand.
Sometop politicoseven
believed that the RPP' smove,
led by president Pashupati SIB
Rana, would have helped bridge
the gap between the partiesand

out of theloop withthearmy,
king and Thapaarrayed on
oneside, theMaoistshave
begun sending fedlersout to
thepolitica parties. Rebe
ideologue Baburam
Bhattarai hasspoken of a
drategy toforgeanalliance

And al all German (11-18 Yrs old) including IGCSE and AS level
on Na? ?ﬁl?istiuzjsohrce%{gssea{g Art (11-18 Yrs old) including IGCSE and AS level
& : Physics (16-18 Yrs old) AS level

the palace conceded, speaking to
us, “EvenHisMajesty isunder
increasing pressurefromdonors
andforeign powerstotake
initiativefor andl-party
government.”

Butif thesmileremainson
Thapa sfaceinthedaysto come,
itwould befair to say that even
the pal ace has been checkmated
by thewily man from Muga*. For
themoment that is. t

* Muga, villagein Dhankuta
Didtrict overlooking theArun
river, fromwheretheprime
minister hails.

Mathematics (11-13 Yrs old)
These posts are available from August 2004

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

@ Appropriate teaching qualification

e Experience of teaching in English medium to
an International curriculum

Please send C.V. and letter of application by
9 January 2004 to:

The Principal
Kathmandu International Study Centre
PO Box 126, Kathmandu, Buddha Nagar, Naya Baneshwor
Email: admin@kisc.edu.np

ONLY SHORT LISTED CANDIDATES WILL BE CALLED FOR AN INTERVIEW
DURING THE WEEK OF 19-23 JANUARY 2004
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Threeyearsago, Taplejung was
untouched by theinsurgency and
had abright future ahead. The
infusion of remittancesfrom
soldiersand workersabroad was
making avisibledifferenceto
living standards, and | ocal elected
officialshad startedimproving
health and education.

Farmerswerefarming
cardamom, and the cash crop
washringing inup to Rs450 per
kg. TheKanchenjunga
ConservationAreaProject
(KCAP) initiated by theWorld
Wide Fund waspromoting
ecotourismasaway toraise
living standards and conservethe
region’shiodiversty around the
world'sthird highest mountain.

It wasjust when thefuture
wasgetting rosy that theMaoists
arivedwithther aternative
visionof afree, clasdesssociety.
TheRai, Limbu, Sherpaand
Gurung villagerswerefar too
busy makingalivinginthis
rugged land to understand. First,
theMaoistsstarted taxing
cardamom farmers, and took

away 5kg of every 100kg
harvested as* donation’. A few
farmerswerethreatened and
punished for their reluctanceto
pay thisnew tax.

AsMaoist activity spread and
after the ceasefirebrokedownin
August, things worsened. The
Maoistsareactive outsdethe
district headquarters, and people
like Pasang pay with their lives.
Navinusedtoownashopinhis
village of Sanwa. Threeyearsago
the policecamelooking for him.
Whenthey didn't find him, Navin
tellsus, they beat up hiswifeso
badly shenearly died. “1 had no
other choice,” Navintellsus
smply. “I joined.” Severa
villagersstanding around nod their
headsasthey listen. Thisisjust
oneof many storiesof brutality
perpetrated by security personnel
intheseremote mountains.

Later, intheprivacy of their
homes, peoplein theseremote
villages speak in hushed tones of
the‘Junglis', thenamethey use
for the Maoistswho descend into
thevillageinthe cover of darkness

and force subsistencefarmersto
givethemfood and shelter. The
Maoist leadership, wherever they
are, may givedirectivestoits
cadre, but up hereinthe
northeastern corner of Nepal
thereareother rules.

When 79-year-old Prabahang
Kedem of Thinglabu refused to
giveMaoigtsthe ' donations' they
askedfor, they tortured theold
man and dlit histhroat. His
nephew wasforced to watch the
execution. A week |ater, the party
leadership denied involvement in
Kedem'’sexecution. Many
villagerscan'timaginewho else
could havecarried out sucha
brutal act.

TheMaoistsofficialy clam
toraiseonly minimal donations
fromtrekkersandinsigtitis
totaly voluntary. Eventhough
receiptsaregiven, touristsonthe
Kanchenjungatrail told us
extortionisarhitrary. In
Yamphudinagroup of 14 British
trekkerswere|ooted of
everythingincluding clothes,
tentsand money. They were

hel ped back to Taplejung
headquartersby locals. The
incident here was so serious
that it warranted a statement
from Maoist spokesman
KrishnaBahadur Mahara
denying party involvement and
promising

aninvestigation.

Asitis, theKanchenjunga
regionwhich getsfewer trekkers
than other regions, wasjust
beginning to reap the benefits of
being declared a“ Gift tothe
Earth” by the government under
WWHF sLiving Planet campaign.
Butincidentslikethesewill affect
next spring’ stourist season unless
thereisadramaticimprovement
insecurity. Senior KCAPstaff
have been unabletogotothe
field. Villagersalong thetrail who
were hoping that theincomefrom
trekkerswould seethemthrough
thebad timesare getting
desperate.

They haveasayinginthese
partsthat whentwo bullsfightitis
thecalf that getstrampled. The
Maoistscomeby night and force

From |-r: All quiet in the village
of Sinwa where two Maoists
who had come to exchange

their recently purchased shoes

were shot dead by security
forces on 7 November.

Members of the 32-strong
Sattelung Mothers Group in
Hellok. A Maoist slogan on a
wall in Sinwa reads, “End the
nationwide murder and terror
by the Royal Nepali Army.”

villagersto providefood and
shelter and the security forces
comeby day and punish anyone
who helptheMaoists. Most
villagershavelearnt to livewith
the Maoists. They arewilling
to givefood and shelter in
exchangefor what little
measure of peace they can get.
But they are always scared
when the soldiers come
because then they find
themselvestrappedin the
middle.

Locastoldusthesoldiers
suspect everyoneof beinga
Maoist and beat themupiif
informationisnot given. “When
weknow thearmy isheading our
way, weknow we' reintrouble,”
oneresident of Hellok village
told us. “TheMaoistscame here
whenwewereaway during
Dasai andwroteafew sogans
ontheschool wallsand raised
their flaginthevillage, but they
havenot threatened us,” saysthe
headmaster of Saraswoti High
School inLelep.

Fromwhat villagerstell us, it
lookslikeindiscriminate
harassment of localscould drive
themtothe Maoist fold. One
villager talksof how the soldiers
came and emptied thegranary of
anentirevillage, another
woman's sewing machinewas
brokenand agroup of KCAP
staff nearly got shot at by jittery
soldierson patrol.

But thisdoesnot meanthe
peoplearewillingly joiningthe
Maoists. Thereisadeep-seated
resentment of their methods, and
despite effortsby the cadresto
set uptheir local peoples
government, there hasbeen little
success. “ Sofar, we havegiven
them oneexcuse or another, but |
don’t know how long thiscan go
on,” saysonevillageelder, who
did not want to beidentified for
fear of reprisal.

Lelep'spopulation consists
mostly of Sherpasandthe
Maoistshavetried hardto gain
their confidence. But the
activitiesof their ownmilitiahas
wesakened the political work.
They havetried to make up by
maintaining trails, repairing
bridges, banning alcohol (except
thewarm millet drink, tongba),
and petty thievesand criminals
areseverely punished. In
Tapethok athief who stolefrom
offeringsmeant for Pathibhara
Dehi, Taplejung'sprotector deity,
waspublicly punished. But thisis

dtill not enough.

Rebel recruitsareeither those
who have suffered from atrocities
at the hand of the security forces
or teenagersbrainwashed by the
glamour of agun. “Wedon't
forcethemtojoinus,” saysa
Maoistin Chiruwawho cals
himsalf Sandip. “Wegivethem
lessonson politicsand tell them
about thefeudal syssemwehave
lived under for thelast 250 years.
It'suptothemtojoinor not.”
Some cadrein Sandip’sgroup
don’tlook older than 13. Mogt
don’t know what ‘feudalism’
meanswhen wetalked to them.
Weask Sandip about thefuture of
these underagerecruits. “The
party will take care of them,” he
sayswithout hesitation.

Invillagespeoplelistentothe
weekly army program on Radio
Nepal that usually features
interviewswith Maoist defectors
and how thearmy ishelping
locals. Most villagerswe met
foundit hardto believethat thisis
the samearmy they seeonthe
trails. “Who arethey trying to
fool 7" asksavillager finishing his
dinner at 7PM by thedying
embersof afire. Heisused to
going deeping early, thereisno
tellingwho might turnup at the
door if alightisstill on.

Taplgungissettling downfor
another winter. It'stoo cold for the
Maoistsand they are coming
downfromvillagesup higher. The
policepogt at Olangchunggola
was burnt down two yearsago,
andtheold customspostis
abandoned. Theborderisonly a
day away and tradegoeson. A
kilogram of rice brought from
Taplgung costsRs 290 here,
whilericefrom Tibet costsRs 90.
Theirony isthelatter isactually
from Hetauda and was exported
to Tibet viaKhasa.

Thereisonebright spot in
the horizon: ahydropower plant
brought here nearly adecade
ago hasfinally started working.
Only afew housesin
Olangchunggola have electricity
because the army doesn’t allow
electric wireto be brought here.
Asdarknessfalls, the people
lock their doorsand hopethe
Maoistswon't come calling.
Day will bring littlerelief. t

AIHAONVHYENNL MOV :SOId 11V
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ECONOMY
NEWS ECONOMIC SENSE

If the numbers are any indication, tourism is definitely
on the upswing. Arrivals by air are up by 45 percent
this November compared to last year, totalling 29,011
visitors, according to the Department of Immigration.
Indian and third country visitors both increased by 26
and 51 percent respectively. In a bid to lure more
Chinese visitors, the government recently began a
visa on arrival policy for our increasingly well-travelled
neighbours to the north. According to Nepal Tourism
Board (NTB), Nepal's image as a safe destination for
tourists has improved due to NTB sales and
promotional missions conducted in tandem with
airlines and the private sector.

Pioneer awarded

Perhaps because of the great digital divide, it's always
more heartening when one of ours wins an award in
the field. Last Saturday, Sanjib Raj Bhandari, the
CEOQ of Mercantile, was awarded the ASOCIO ICT
Award of Excellence by Asian-Oceania Computing
Industry Organisation, ASOCIO, at Hanoi in Vietnam.
ASOCIO is the largest and the most prestigious ICT
body in Asia that
comprises premier
ICT organisations
from most Asian
countries and
Australia. ASOCIO
lauded him for “his
pioneering work in
the introduction of the IT and the Internet to Nepal”
and also recognised him as the “founding pillar of the
Nepali ICT sector and for blending business and
development work in Nepal”. The award was presented
by Vietnamese Prime Minister Phan Van Khai.

Winner takes all

Come Sunday and we’'ll know the winners of the Boss
top 10 Business Excellence Awards organised by The
Boss Magazine. A panel of 50 will decide the best in
the fields of top chief executive officers, best
entrepreneur, best women entrepreneur and best
financial institution among others. Sonal Poli, the
event manager, said five nominees under each
category were short-listed before the finalists were

NEW PRODUCTS

CHINESE PICK UP:

The new all-weather

Changhe Pick up CH

1012Lei is tailormade

for Nepal's small roads

and tight spaces.

Designed by a collaboration between Japan's Suzuki
and Chinese Changhe Aircraft Industries, the Euro Il
emission standard compatible five cylinder, 797cc truck
comes with three free servicings. Imported by Kedia
International, Changhe costs Rs 535,400.

PLANT BOOST: A notch higher than

plain old fertiliser, HB-101 is

Japanese company Flora’s ‘plant

energiser’ that acts as insecticide,

promotes growth, boosts harvests by

upto 30 percent, strengthens plants

against frost and wind and does not

pollute soil like other chemicals.

Made from extracts of cedar, cypress,

pine and plantain, importer Triveni Health Foundation
says HB-101 is very cost effective because it is still
potent even when diluted 1:10,0000.

RETAIL MADE EASY: If you don't have time to shop,
then Subidha Home Shopping will get the shop to you.
All members of the new dial-in shopping service are
issued a monthly rate card and a product catalogue of
thousands of branded items every month. The rest is as
easy as making a call or ordering online at
www.subidhahome.com.np.

Products are sourced from wholesalers or
manufacturers, making shopping with Subidha not only
more convenient, but cheaper too!

AT ABAR NEAR YOU: Mc Dowell's No.1
certainly picked a good season to launch
their whisky festival till 21 December at
various bars in the Valley. The
manufacturers have stirred up new
whisky cocktails to give the tipple an
urbane edge and also designed

games like ‘noose and tame a wild
horse’, ‘draw a dart and aim for the
bullseye’ and much more to lasso in
more customers. We doubt anyone will
put up much of a fight!

Royal Nuisance Always Cancels (=

by ARTHA BEED

The Beed suggests a shake-up of national proportion.

he last month has been a
T nightmarefor anyone

travelling with Royal Nepal
Airlines Corporation (RNAC). A
schedule marred by
cancellationsismorethan just a
pesky nuisance, but one hasto
agree with this snide remark
overheard in aninternational
airport: “What can you expect of
anairlinewith one-and-a-half
arcraft?” Sowhile Nepal
Tourism Board and private
tourism entrepreneurs do the
hard sell of Destination Nepal
through promos and salesblitzes
in Indiaand abroad, the national
carrier isspending moretime
grounded thanintheair.

The RNAC has long been
dogged by controversy and
corruption (‘ Royal Nepal and
Corruption’, #22) and the Beed
sees distinct parallels between
the parastatal entity and the
state of the nation. There are
whispersthat the cancellations
were‘created’ to support the
case for anew aircraft, but the
problem does not liein merely
having new planes—though it
would be nicefor longhaul
RNAC flightsto have personal
entertainment centres ala
better international fleets.

Wonder what went wrong
with governance and
flourishing institutions post-
democracy? Look no further
than RNAC. Onceaprofitable
airlinethat made enough

money to pay theforeign
exchange lease rentals on their
Boeings, today itsfleetisless
than half of what it boasted 15
yearsago. The politicians
milked the cash cow,
bureaucrats and employees had
their share too and of course
monetary
subsidiesin the form of jobs-
for-life bloated expenditures.
Financial discipline became a
foreign notion with audits that
never took placeintime. And
the game of musical CEO
chairs at Royal Nepal was
rivalled only by that of the
prime ministerial kursi race.
Perhaps setting RNAC in
order will send theright signals
to the peopleruining the
country, irrespective of whois
in power or what system should
beruling. They both need a
good shake up, the former not
the least because 1,000
employees per jetisridiculous!
A strategic partner that
knows how to run an airline
must be roped in. Political
appointees who are hardwired
to hand cutsto their masterswill
not do. Whilethey'reat it, a
core group should look at
revenue potentialsthat already
exist. Morethan 70,000 seats
are available in terms of
agreements that we have with
various countries—aplusfor
any investor. Theairline should
opt out of the domestic routes

and leave that to private
operators. However,
regulations must be put in place
for privateairlinesto fly low-
margin, non-commercial
routes. It's not strange that
several businessmen who boast
about theimminent arrival of
their fleet of Boeingsand
Airbuses never seemto lift
their plansout of the cocktall
circuit. What they are not ableto
admit isthat perhaps Nepal
hasn’t produced the potential to
start aprivateinternational
airline. Thefinancial
commitment istoo much given
therisks.

Thesolutionissimple
enough. Let in astrategic
partner. Give RNAC enough
finances and smart people at the
helm. It will succeed. So what if
bigger international playersare
not interested? We will be
content with formidable regional
players. We have always tried to
find aperfect solution, let usstart
withagood one. t

athabeed@yahoo.com.

VAYVHOVYHCYE NIN
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Ballooning gives Nepal’s tourisrn a lift,

ALL PICS: PHILLIPE BOEGLIN

Clockwise from bottom I-r:
A balloon casts its shadow
on a Bhaktapur field. Ready
to fly in Pokhara. Ariel view
of the misty Valley. Phillipe
Boeglin of the French team.
Hot air balloons ascending
on a cold Kathmandu
morning. Organiser
Wolfgang Nairz gets the
lay of the land.

.. TRISHNAGURUNG
twasamigty dawnasthe Dhaulagiri toEveredt,” sad men(ReinhodldMessnerandPeter - Himelaya. Andlater, onhis negative, but our locd partners
groupof fivehotarbdloons  Audrianmountainesr, Wolfgang ~ Habeler) onthetopof MtEverest  lecturetours, themost asked kept usupdated and | washere
fromtheNepd Bdlooning Nairz.“Itwasoneof my best without using battled oxygen. quesionwas “Whenareyou for theEverest Golden Jubilee
2003 expeditionascendedto flights” Sincethen, hejust kept coming organisngyour nextbdloontour  cdebrationsandknew thet things
1,100mabove Bharatpur. The Youdthinkthat aftervisting  back. toNepd?’ Itwouldtekeanother  wouldbeokay,” Narztoldus
viewmedethebdlooner's some  Nepd 56timesNairzwouldhave Anauthor andaballooning nineyears four of whichwentin Fndly, fiveteamsfrom
of themveteranHimalayan runout of thingstoseeanddo, but  buff, Nairzfirst took off ona planningandtwoin Audlria Franceand Switzerland
mountanears, gasp. no.NarzfirscametoNepd in gondolaover Nepd in19%4and postponementshecauseof bravedthebad pressandthe
“Youcouldseenearly 500km  1970and thenasteam leader of producedthebestsdlerinEurope,  palitica indahility inNepd. cautionary advisoriesfromther
of theHimalaya—from theexpeditionthat putthefirst Ballonfahrenznischen Alpenund “Themediareportswere embassesand decidedtocome.
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BALLONFAHREN ZWISCHEN ALPEN UND HIMALAYA

Andthey aredl gladthey did.
Thel17-member teambrought
thair privatebaloonsfor the
fortnight of bl ooning, meking
threeflightsfrom Pokhara, three
inKathmandu Valey andforthe
firgtimeinbalooninghisory,
werearborneover Chitwan. The
teamsasodidtwo charity flights
atheSOSVillageandMount
Kallash School inKahmandu.

“Itwascompletely different
from1994,” saysNarz.“ At that
time, wehad severd problems
withair trafficcontrol, thearport
washot equipped withradar and
membersof thelocd support
teamdian’tknow howtohandle
balloons” Thesecondtimeround
itwassmoother sailing. Devendra
Gurung, themanaging director of
Lamjung Treks& Expeditions
evenwenttoAudriaand
Germany tolearnabit of
ballooninghimsalf. [ hadto
know whet | wasdoingif | was
expectedtotak withcivil aviaion
andshow my boystheright way

tosat uptheeguipment,” says
Guug

Anditwassmoothsalingdl
theway withgloriousweether.
Exceptahairy stuationin
PokharawhenaFrenchbaloon
drifted over anarmy baseandthe
crew wastakeninfor
questioning. Hot air balloonsare
athemercy of thewind
direction, and canonly control
thar upand downmovements.
“Wewerejust havingagoodtime
upthereplayingthetrumpet, and
afew soldiersevenwaved at us”
sysPhillipeBoeglin. Butthe
friendlinessseemstohave
evaporated whenthebdloon
landed just acrossfromthebase.

“I knowwhet theproblem
was,” jokesBoeglin.“ They don't

likeFrenchjazz.” Ittook Gurung
aharrowingfew hourstill the
amy reviewedthevideofootage
andaFrenchman dramaticaly
exposed hiscamerafilmtoshow
their goodwill beforethe
balloonitsweredeemednottobe
asecurity thredt.

For theFrenchteam,
Bhaktgour wasthebext flight.
Boeglinwastoating histrumpet,
andfamilieswachingtheaerid
paradefromthelr rooftopsgave
themwel-desarved gpplause.
Thebdlloonigsshowered
presentsasthey madelow passes
near Nyatgpolaand skimmed
over therooftops The
irrepressbleBoeglinleft
KahmanduwithaTibetangyalin,
anditssonoroussoundwill soon
beechoingfromballoonsinthe
FrenchAlps

ltwasSwissbanker Peter R
Schmid'ssixthvisttoNepd but
thistimeitwaspleasure, not
busness Hedescribesthe
momentwithreverence “We
were4,000mover Pokharawith
Anngpurnalooming aheed. Itwas
achildhood dreeamcomingtrue,
buttill | sawit, | neverimagined
theHimaayawasso
ovewheming!”

Walter Matenberger, apilot of
oneof the Swissbdloons, was
moreimpressedwiththeNepdis.
“I received moresmiles,
espedidly fromwomen, then|
haveinmy entirelife Thebeauty
of thecountry andthefriendliness
of thepeopleisnotacliché.”
Thousandsof awestruck children
andadultsrushedtomestthe
ballconigswherever they
landed. “Wefdt safedl the
time” saysSchmid.

Thered nightmarefor Nepal
Bdlooning's2003groundteam
waslogiics Eachbaloon
weghsapproximeatdly 300kg,
nearly half of whicharethegas
cylinders Ittook four srongmen,
oneflatbedtruck andat least two
mobilephonesper teambefore
anythinggot off theground. And
oncethey wereup, upand away,
itwasanybody’ sguesswhereit
wouldset down. Nairzisaready
planning hisnext balooningtrip
for 2005. He sddighted tosee
that many locasand expéiriates
aetakinganintered. t
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COMMENT

eorge W Bushisobsessed with
thewar onterrorism, especially
withthemilitary responseto
terrorism. Americanforeign
policy reflectsthat obsession.

Thisyear, theUSwill

spend around $450 billion

for themilitary, including
the costs of the Iraq War, whileit
will spend no morethan $15
hillionto overcomegloba
poverty, globa environmental
degradation and global diseases.
In other words, USforeign policy
spending isthirty timesmore
focused onthemilitary than on
building global prosperity, globa
public hedthand asustainable
environment.

Throughout 2003, theworld
livedwith Bush'sobsession.
Debate over Irag dominated
internationa diplomacy, and took
up almost theentire UN agenda.
Thewar inlrag cost countless
innocent lives, such aswhenthe
UN headquartersin Baghdad was
bombed. At thesametime,
Bush'semphasisonaone-
dimensiond, militarized approach
toglobal problemshasfueled
unrest and ingtability throughout
theldamicworld, leading to
increasedterrorismin Turkey,
North Africa, Saudi Arabiaand
SoutheastAsia

Thenature of suffering
aroundtheworld hardly judtifies
thisnarrow strategy. Focusingon
terrorismto theexclusion of other
issues, and emphasising the
military responsetoit, will not
bring prosperity and peace, or
evenasignificant reductioninthe
number of attacks. While 3,000
innocent peoplediedintheUSon
September 11, 2001, inAfrica
8,000 innocent children dieevery
day frommaaria.

Yet maariaispreventable
andtreatable. Theproblemisthat
most of Africaistoo poor to
mohilisethe methods of
prevention (bed nets) and
treatments (anti-malaria
medicines) that could save
millionsof children every year.
TheUSspendsmoreon Irag
eachday thanit doesonAfrica’s
malariain ayear.

As2003 drawstoaclosg, itis
timefor worldleadersto help
guidetheworld avay fromthe
obsessive, failing approach of
Americd sgovernment. President

Bush should be madeto
understand that the USwill find
notrueinternational support if
Americaspeaksincessantly
about terrorismwhiledoing
amogt nothing about the
problemsthat really affect most
of theworld: poverty, lack of
access

to safewater and sanitation,
vulnerability todiseaseand
climate change.

[ronicaly, Presdent Bush
claimsthat the UN doesnot
follow through onitsword. He
declaredin London recently that
“the credibility of the UN
dependson awillingnessto
keep itsword and to act when
actionisrequired.” YettheUS
repeatedly violatesitsown UN
pledges.

For example, at the
International Conferenceon
Financing for Development, in
Monterrey, MexicoinMarch
2002, Americasigned the
Monterrey Consensus, which
includesapromiseby rich
countriestoraisether
development assistancetowards
0.7 percent of nationa income.
That would bring an additiona

by JEFFREY D SACHS

Declaration
of Independence

from struggling African economies.

Thelistgoesonand on. Atthe
MillenniumAssembly in 2000, the
US promised to pursue reduction of
globa poverty, yetit hastaken few
stepsinthat direction. At theWorld
Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburgin
2002, Americacommitted itsel f
to protect global ecosystems, yet
little has been seen or heard from
US policy makersonthisissue
sincethen.

Americaiscertainly not alone
infailingto promotethe
international goalsadoptedinthe
UN. But becausethe USisthe
richest, most powerful country in
theworld, itsneglectis
devadtating. If the USreally wants
to undercut terrorism, it must
recognizetheinterconnectedness
of extremism, poverty and
environmental degradation, and it
will need to understand the
strugglesfor survival that are
underway among the poor
everywhere.

But theworld should not wait
for Americato cometoitssenses.
The USrepresentsjust 5 percent
of theworld’ spopulation, andjust
onevoteof 191 countriesinthe

It Istime for world leadersto
help guide the world away from
the obsessive, falling approach of

. ]
America’s government.
$60hillion per yearinforeign UN Genera Assembly. Poor
assistancefromthe US— countries, especialy the
approximately what it spent on democraciesof thedeveloping
Iraqthisyear. Yet President Bush  world—Brazil, SouthAfrica, India,

hassimply ignored thispromise.
Therearemany other similar
commitmentsthat theUShas
madein recent yearstothe UN
that remain utterly unfulfilled.
TheUSpromised actiontofight
man-made climate changeasa
signatory tothe UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCC)in1992. It hassofar
failedto act. Americaaso
promised—intheDoha
Declarationin 2001—to openits
marketstotheworld’'spoorest
countries. Yet at Cancun, Mexico
earlier thissummer, it refused to
openitsmarketsevento exports

Mexico, Ghana, the Philippines—
should say, “We need to act onthe
issuesthat concernus, not just on
theissuesthat concernthe US.”
What theworld needs most in 2004
isadeclaration of independence
fromAmericanwillfulness.t (©
Project Syndicate)

Jeffrey D Sachs is Professor of
Economics and Director of the
Earth Institute at Columbia
University.
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by AMANTHA PERERA
heUnited Sateshasbeengopearingmore Tigersareformally called, by continuingtolistitas tryingtolroker aded and(jtis) inconceiveble
ofteninthepoliticd rader sreencof the Sri afordgnterroris organisation. EarlierinApil, that they wouldrisk any forces Thelatterwould
LankanPrimeMinigter, butexpertsbothin Weshingtonhogtedaconferenceof donorshut did largdly tekecareof Indid ssecurity
andoutof theSouthAdanidandnationdonotsee natinvitetheLTTE becausedf itsterrorigt goprenensons” Swamy obsarved.
Washingtontakingupamgor raleineffortsto dasdfication. ThishdpeddrivetheTigersto Duringtheinitid monthsof pescetalks,
reechasetlementinitsethnicoonflict. ugpenditsparticipationinthepesceprocess— whichbeganin September 2002, therewere
Inrecentmonths upuntil theprimeminiger’s  dthoughthecessefirehassncehdd. Sgnsof disgruntement bothinNew Delhi and
rivel, Presdent ChendrikaK umeratunga, firedthree DuringanaddresstotheUN Genard Assambly inCoomboover theWidkremesnghe
of hisCebingt membersand dedared agatecf inOctober, Wickremasingheexpressad support for government spro-USgance Infat, thetwo
emergency early thismonth, Wickremesinghehes USforeignpalicies indudingtheinvasionof Irag,. manopposition parties—thePeoplesAlliance
goneoutof hisway toensurethet USsupport for Atworldtradenegatiationsthesamemonthin andthePeoplesLiberation Front—hoathcalled
hisgovernment doesnotdiminish. Mexico, ingead of joiningthewalkout by ather formorelndianinvalvementintheprocess
Perhgpsthedeares Sgnd of thiswas devdopingnations, Si LankanCommerce Widkremesinghemoved quickly andentered
Wickremesnghe'scomment uponhisreunfrom Miniger Ravi KamanayakehddtakswithU.S intoadefencecooperaionpactwithindia
theUnited Satesafter Kumaratunga smoves— counterpartsonbilaerd trade. Indidsrdeisfurther emphassedsnce S
hesaidtha hehad thefull support of theUS But despitetheUSgovernment'smore LankadoesnotholdmuchvauefortheUS
government andthat congpicuousraleandSi Lankanafficids finendialy and paliticaly.Accordingto2002
WashingtonbackedtheSri Lankangovernment's  wecomingit, somebdievetha Washingtonwould figures USexportstoSi Lankawereamere
22-month-old ceasefire never directly interveneinSi Lanka $172million, whiletolndiathey were$4
withthe Tamil Tiger rebels TheUSinvolvementinSi Lankaisan billion. Ontheother hand, Sri Lanka stextile
Indeed, comparedtopedt peecenegatiionsto unimportantyet unavoidebled ement of thelarger militarily butwill supportwithlogistics” sad RichardArmitage toSi Lanka Armitegevistedthe tradeisheavily dependent onexportstothe
endarebdlionameda globd wer ontaror, they argue “Thepogt 11 L asanthaWickrematunge, editor of theColombo- frontlinesinthenorth, theregionmost effected by the  United States. * Si Lankahasnored
havingahomdandfor minority Tamils theUS September crackdownonintemetiond finandngof - besed TheSunday Leader newspeper,whowaswith —— ethnicconflict. drategicinterest for theUnited States,”
govemmenthesplayedan theL TTEandother tarrarig groupsmight have WickremasingheinWashington. Heditestheloose Wickrematungeobsavedthet sgnificantly,the  Wickrematungesad.
adiverdeinthecurrent pesceprocess “A lot of helpadtobringtheL TTEtothetable” saysArun agreamantoncooparaiononequipmentandthegift  govemmentdsohestheguaranteeof USsupportin [tsonly paliticd vaue, if any, wouldbeas
internationd pressureisthere thetiswhet 1 thinkis ~— Swamy, aressrchfdlowetheEad-Wes Cantrein -+ totheSi Lankannavy of aurvelllancecratbythe casethepesoeprocesshresksdown. “ TheUnited andlyinavolatileregionwithforcesfading
kespingthem(thegovernmentandthe Tigarg)from  Hondlulu. United Satesasexamplesof thechangeinatitude  Statesisthrowingitsdiplomaticmusdebenindthe downeachother amedwithnudearwegpons

firinga eachother, thet' stheonly difference
betweanthispeaceprocessandthepreviousones”
sdMuttukrishnaSarvananthan, aneconomig et
thelnternationd Centrefor Ethnic Sudiesin
Coombo.

Washingtonwasoneaf theco-chairsatthe
Tokyodonor conferenceindunethat raised $4.5
billion. It hesdsokept thepressureonthe
LiberationTigersof Tamil Edan(LTTE),asthe

“Thereisnoway that theUnited Sateswill be
abletosolvetheTamil Tiger problem,” Dde
Wetson, former FBI assigtant dlirector of counter-
terrorismand counter-intdligence, sadduringa
forumattheUniversty of CdiforniaBerkdey
recently. Butthereareotherswhosay thet the
United Stateswill continuetoplay amgor rale, if
Sutly.

“TheUnited Stateswill not getinvolved

by Weshington. Twenty membersof theUSnavy
aednduetotranwiththar Si Lankan
courtepats
Announangthetrainingsessons theUS
EmbassyinColombosadthetit“exemplifiesthe
grongreationshipbetweenthetwonations’ and
thatitwasoneof many suchongaingprograms
Therehasd sobeenadringof vidtshy hignleve
U.S offidds induding Deputy Secretary of Sate

governmant. [twill sranglethe L TTE sinterndional
operationsand useitsstrengthwith ather countriesin
theeventofwar.”

Theextert of USinvolvement may however do
bedetermined by India themilitary andeconomic
power inSouthAdathet hesahigtory of engagement
intheSi Lankanconflict.“Itisunlikey givenwhat
they arededingwithinAfghaniganandIragthet this
adminigrationwouldrisk thepoliticd capitd of

SadSwvamy:“TharmanconcemninSouth
Ada...will betoensurethat nothingblowsup
betweenIndiaandPakigan.” t (IPS

Japan is stepping
up its vigilance on

committed by thoseoverdayingtheir visss resultinginthe
“deteriorationof safety” inthenation. Thenew meesures
will hurt Jepan'slongtermgol of hosingmorethean
100,000fordgnsudentstoensurefriendly rdlationswith

Outsiders

i Asancountries
forelgners. Ironically, theeducationministry hesbeen
_ encouragingmoreoversessstudents resultinginthe

SUVENDRINIKAKUCHIINTOKYO -~~~ workersinthecountry a thebeginning of 2000, suddenincreaseof Chinesestudents—from14,519to

heJgpenesegovernmeant’ swarinessof foragnershasbean comparedto 11.7 percentintheUnited Siatesand 8.8 58,533 studentslas yer—whonow topthelist of foreign

rising, despitecalshy activistsfor grester integrationof parcatinGamany duringthesametime The SudentsstudyinginJgpan. But reportsof incressngaiime

immigrantsandlocd businessss demandforforagn JusticeMinidry reportstherearearound 200,000 retesdonat helpthesituetion. Locd mediahesreported, for
migrantlebour. Inrecent months Tokyo hesstepped upits non-Jepanesepeoplewhohaveoverdayedtheir ingtance, that Satisicscompiled by theNationd Police
vigilanceonforeigners, playingintotraditiond xenophobia visss modly fromAdancountries suchasChing, Agency showthat 34 percant of Chinesearrested thisyear
againgt outsidersin Japan, which haslong touteditsnational SouthK oreg, Bangladeshand Si Lanka wereon current or expired gudent visss Lagt year, the
homogeneity asitsuniquenessinthewaorld. Asasgnof therecent backlash, agovenment Chinesecomprised 47.2 percent

Thenegativeperceptionsof foreignersas‘ outsiders was pall takenat thebeginning of November showsthet of foreignersarrested for crimesin Jepan, officid figures

heightened by sensationdlised mediareportsafter the ahigh32.4 percent of peopledonotwant more show. Thetota number of dleged offencesreacheda

September arrestsof two Chinesemen, both had student
visss for thegruesomemurder of agpanesefamily inJune.

Meanwhile, Japan'stopbusinesspeoplehavespokenout for
thenesdtoaccept theredity—andvaue—of fordgnersinthe
world' ssecondlargest economy andfavour theeesing of
resrictionsonimmigrationasmeansof augmentinganageing
local warkforoe NipponK eidanren, Japan' spowerful busness
lobby, destribesimmigrationasthe” ranvigoration of the
Jepaneseeconomy” initspolicy documents

It esimatestheat if Jgpen acogots6. 1 millionworkersfrom
oversesshefore2025, itwill bepossibletocontral theriseof the
conaumptiontax tofinanceskyrocketing cogtsof socid welfare
Foreignersworkingin Japanaccount for only 0.2 percent of al

foreigntourigtsvisiting Japan. Ninety-two percert
dtedrigngcrimecommittedby foregnersasthe
mog pressing reesonfor thissentiment. Thisweek,
thejudiceministry reportedit hesdedlined 400
gpplicationsmedeby Chineseseekinguniversity
entranceinJgpan.

Lastwesk, theministry sadthet gartingthe
newfiscd yearinApril 2004, itwouldtoughen
checksonforeignstudents—particularly from
countrieswithhighnumbersof overdayerswhoare
skingadmissontocollegesand Jepeneselanguege
schools Minigtry officidssay thisgemsfroman
increeseinthenumber and severity of crimes

highof 7,690.Asansaccounted for
72.5percent of that number.

Butfocusngonthisisnot productiveand mideeding,
criticssay, addingthet it reflectsnot just crimeitsdf buta
bigger problemf lack of acoeptanceand specetoliveand
work legdly andinanintegrated manner inthecountry.
They arecriticd of thegovernment’spolicy, whichthey
say hasdoublestandards It turned ablind eyeonlow-
paidforegnworkerswhenthey werenesded duringthe
economic-hubbleyearswhen labour wasscarce, but
changed itspodition whentheunemployment rateshot

up.t (IPS
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Bullseye

Baburam Bhattarai in Nepal Samacharpatra, 30 November

It is quite natural that the recent meeting held in India between the top leaders from the
Maoists and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist) raised so much
discussion and speculation within the country and internationally. It is normal for state and
global power centres to interpret what took place within their frame of interest and on their
level of comprehension.

But it needs to be clarified that the dialogue between the leaders of the two parties was
planned and deliberate. There is no need to give it a mysterious spin. Our party has always
admitted that there has to be tripartite power equilibrium among the Maoists, parliamentarian
parties and the monarchists. This is why we have been proposing a dialogue among these
three forces to work towards a permanent solution.

During the last ceasefire and peace talks period, we regularly met supporters of the old
regime and the monarchy, and the parliamentarians who are at present between the old and
the new regimes. The current return to conflict is thanks to a militarily intoxicated group who
were instigated by some foreign powers with vested interests, and that led to the collapse of
the peace negotiations.

We have kept our channels of
discussion open with the parliamentary
parties agitating against the royal
regression. The politburo meeting of
our party last month analysed that the
struggle among the three forces in the
country was gradually changing,
melding into a tussle between two
factions. In line with that analysis, it
also concluded that a new type of
dialogue had to be initiated with the
parliamentary parties. Hence, the kind
of meeting between top Maoist and UML
leaders.

We are not surprised at the royal
fascist elements’ concern at our
meeting. Bullseye! We feel good about
it. The only surprise we have is the way
these elements, who cannot survive even for one day without alms from foreigners, have
been shedding crocodile tears just because we chose to meet on foreign soil. They are also
harping on about how the Indian state has protected the Maoists. Moreover, some people are
demonstrating their intellectual bankruptcy when they say that the meeting between Maoist
and UML leaders in Siliguri two years ago and the latest one in Lucknow justifies their
argument that India has been the base of the entire ‘people’s war'. They also made a foolish
argument that the Maoist problem will not be solved until our party leaders are arrested and
extradited by the Indian government.

As for the issue regarding meeting in India, one must understand that we have a problem
and an enmity with the Indian reactionary ruling class, not with India and the people.
Secondly, everyone must remember that there are more than 10 million poor Nepalis who
earn their livelihood in India. We are trying to organise them and under their protection we
plan to hold talks with different quarters. There is nothing wrong about it. It is rather a big
revolutionary responsibility. Thirdly, this is the time when the Maoists have already occupied
more than 80 percent of the total land area of Nepal, so we are under no compulsion to hold
meetings in foreign lands. The people should also know that many national and foreign
political powers have lined up to hold talks with our party.

We would like to urge some genuine patriots who are misguided by Goebbelian-styled
propaganda of the old regime. They should not just see the outer part of an object or an
incident. They must consider the internal and summary aspects to have a clear picture.

VAYVHOVHCYE NIN

Constitutional Council

Monkeys (in order): Prime Minister,

Chief Justice, Assembly Speaker

Red Book : Constitution Robin Sayami in Himal
Khabarpatrika, 2-15 December

“The Indian government expressed worry over the Lucknow

meeting between the leaders of the Maoists and the UML

party.”

oooooooooooooo

Bhimsen Sapkotain
Nepal Samacharpatra, 1
December

Around 1,000kg of
yarchagumba, widely known
asthe Himalayan Viagra, was
illegally exported from Upper
Dolpato Chinabeforewinter
settled inthisyear. Chinese
businessmen had arrivedin
huge numbersat the border
areanear Tinjevillageto buy
the‘insect-turned-plant’
believed to be a sexua
stimulant intraditional oriental
medicinein South-eastAsia
and even herein Nepal.
“There were |ots of people
thistime,” says Chandra
Shahi of Dunai. “We could
not get more than oneand a
haf kilogram.” Many locals
said even Maoists came to the
highlandsto gather
yarchagumba.

Thistime trade was
different: the Chinese came
with food and clothesto barter
for yarchagumbaand prices
varied widely between Rs
60,000 and 150,000 per
kilogram, depending on the
quality. It was market time
and everyonewantedtoturna
profit, and most of the
transactionstook placewith
the government getting only a
meagre Rs 60,000 revenue of
only threekilograms. The
reason issimple: the
government’srevenue rate of
Rs 20,000 per kilogramis
exorbitant for yarchgumba
collectorswho prefer to sell
their collectionillegaly to
Chinese

traders.

“We know there have
beenillegal transactions of
yarchagumbain Upper
Dolpo,” saysCDO Gyan
Prasad Dhakal. “But we can’t
helpit until security is
tightened on the northern
border.” Dolpo adjoins Tibet
and has no security personnel
at al. Hostileterrain and the
Maoist insurgency has
confined both the police and
the army
to thedistrict headquarters.
“If only there were proper

security arrangements, we
could collect millions of
rupees as royalties

from the yarchagumb

collectors,” says Dhakal. el

oooooooooooooo

Space Time, 30 November

DHANGADI —The Maoists
inKaildi district areputting a
halt to devel opment activities
funded by the Germans and
the British. They have been
distributing leaflets saying
their action is necessary to put
an end to “Western
influence”. The rebels say
that the recent visit by
German ambassador Riidiger
Lemp accompanied by GTZ
staff to

western Nepal indicates
growing foreigninterference
eveninvillages. The Maoists
accuse NGOs and
government agenciesfor
misusing fundsin the name of
rehabilitating and resettling
the liberated kamaiyas
(bonded labourers). Thereare
an estimated 30,000 kamaiyas
inthedistrict. Therebels sent
amessage to the District
Development Committee not
torunitsRCIW program
without their permission. Two
daysago, the Maoists
confiscated amotorcycle and
gavealast warning to the
engineer and overseer of
RCIW when they entered
UrmaVDC without any
‘permission papers . Engineer
BirendraKumar saysthat the
Maoists started taking action
after they learnt that some
NGO workersand
government staff started using

foreign fundsto pol iti
influencethe kamaiyas, dalits

and other displaced
popul ations.

Bimarsha, 21-27 November

That Nepali traders have been
helping Maoistsbuy pistals,
rifles, combat uniforms,
medicines and food materials
through the Khasaborder has

Robotics

Himal Khabarpatrika, 2-15 December

With absolutely no training or outside
guidance, 15-year-old Prasant Kumar
Gupta surprised everyone by making
a robot, assembling electronic and
video game parts packaged in a
plywood box. Gupta was so inspired
by a robot made by college student
Diwakar Jha that he decided to make his own. So with Rs 2,000 to buy all the
parts, Gupta made his robot in just 30 days. His robot can shake its thumb, move
its eyes, rotate its head and walk backwards and forwards. The robot, which
operates on both battery and electricity, can also count people visiting Gupta’s
home, switch lights on and can even launch its rocket when someone enters the
house. “I can build a more efficient and sophisticated robot if | had more money,”
says Gupta who comes from a middle-class family in Kadamchok of Janakpur.
“Ever since he was a child, he was always interested in making something or the
other,” says his father Suresh Kumar Gupta, who assembles projectors, torches,

been reported time and again, but the
government has turned a deaf ear and
ablind eye to the matter. The
clandestine arms trade was not
reported by businessmen or security
sources but by porters.

The dedlersare alegedly working
closely with key Maoist |eaders
around Tatopani. Even personnel from
theimmigration department and the
police force have been implicated.
Khasa has remained a trade route not
only for the Maoistsbut for Indiansas
well. Security sources say that Islamic
militant organisationsusethe areato
get new AK 47 rifles. Sources say that
whilethe Maoists used high dtitude
villagesin Dolakhaand
Sindhupal chok to bring in Chinese
munitions, they have been using local
dealersto smugglein other supplies
through different entry pointson the
Arniko highway.

Besidesvillageslike Panchkhal
and Barabise, police offices have
been removed from Dola ghat, Bal fi
and Kharichaur. The market placesin
these towns are completely under
Maoist control, making it easy for the
rebelsto contact traders and financial
supporters. After the Chinese border
security forces arrested agroup of
armssmugglers, Nepal’sdistrict
security forcein Sindhupal chok
showed interest in nabbing tradersand
financial supporters.

One of the smugglers arrested
recently isaknown Maoist worker,
Hiralal Shresthafrom Sindhupal chok.
Shresthaisjust an ordinary committee
member of the Maoist party in
Sindhu-Dolakhabut the mafia, inabid
to protect the bigger players, has
made Shrestha a scapegoat. Dozens
of businessmen and political leaders
of Sindhupal chok and top Maoist
leaders are magjor suspectsin the
case. Vigilance by the security forces
hastightened along theroute and a
close eyeisbeing kept on transactions
of traders of Tibetan originfrom
Chetrapati and New Road inthe
Valley.

Rajdhani, 3 December

The Maoists had been using FM radio
very effectively for propaganda
purposesinwestern Nepal till the
army recently began an acfiv&&&arch
operation for their station bases. Three
Maoist FM stations broadcasting
‘Republic Radio Nepal’ are already
closed and many more have been
forced to move with their equipment,
making regular broadcasts difficult.
Sources say the offensive against
the Maoistsin Bhawang and
Korchawang in Rolpamade it
especialy difficult for the rebels.
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Back at Sundatijal >49

“The kmg Is a well-meaning person...”

Transferred from
Sundarija to the Police
Training Centre in
Kathmandu, BP Koiraa
gets a vist from the king's
emissary. He argues why

It is important for him to
meet the king, and the
things he would like to
discuss with him. But it
doesn't look like a
meeting IS Imminent.

27 May-28 May

[No entries]

Sunday, 29 May

Police Training Centre (Detention Camp)

Dr Mrigendra Raj Pandey examined me. He took almost one hour to
do so. He seems to suspect heart trouble. He doesn't tell the patient
what he suffers from, perhaps not to alarm him. But by the kind of
advice he gave me—not to do any physical exercise, not to bathe in
cold water, to avoid anything that promotes weakness, etc, to avoid fat
in food, to eat a little at a time but frequently, and by the nature of the
questions that he asked me, | could gather in his opinion my heart
condition is not OK. He said that he would consult some of his
colleagues and determine the kind of investigation before he would
prescribe treatment. He has taken my case seriously. As he was
departing he told me by the way that he himself was not perfectly all
right and had given up hectic schedule of work, and a very limited no.
of patients, like me etc. | inquired about his wife + asked him to
remember me to her. | am a little worried as a result of his demeanor,
atho he told me to take things easy. An hour before he came, | had a
further attack of blackout in my left eye. My vision from the left eye
was gone for about 15 minutes after which it again started reappearing
slowly. This is the 3¢ attack since the last two months. Fortunately Dr
Mrigendra Rgj came after that, so | could tell him about this attack
also.

In the evening immediately after dinner at about 7:45 pm General
Malla (of Royal Guards) visited me on behalf of the king with a
message that since a meeting between the king and myself at the
juncture wouldn't be good to either party, the proper channel would be
Malla through whom | could communicate whatever | have in mind to
the king in full trust. | told Malla that | would like to discuss things with
the king face to face without any intermediary. Malla's points of talk:
(i) He is king's envoy, (ii) | therefore could trust him fully (iii) A direct
meeting between us would be harmful for both of us because
interested parties could make capital out of it. (iv) Any abrupt change
in the present system would create more problems than solve them (v)
That this visit to me should be kept strictly private, nobody, not even
my family members, should get an inkling of it. (see 28.5.77)

(from 29.5.77)

My points: (i) There are interested parties in the seat of authority which
don’t want any understanding between us. There are foreign powers,
too, interested in keeping us apart. Hence | don’t want to conduct talks
through anybody. | know most of them who are in the king's favour
wouldn't take long to betray the nation if it suits them. So far as the
king is concerned he has vested interest in the nation’s progress,
because his survival depends upon it. Therefore | can be frank with
him, but | don’t trust others to always keep the interest of the country at
heart. | don't mean to suggest that | don’'t even trust Malla | do trust

him. But the question is not whether | have specific message to
convey to him—I want to discuss various issues with the king (ii) My
regret has been that the late king and myself couldn’t meet as a
result of machination of foreign powers (ie India) and the then PM
who was India's man (i) Even today in the cabinet there are people
who can't be depended on, some of them are members of our party
(iv) The king's primary responsibility is to forge a national unity and
| can be of help to him (v) The king is a well-meaning person + is
dedicated to the idea of national economic development but inspite
of this the development is heart-breaking today—no general mass
enthusiasm has been generated for it. We could do it. (vi) The king
needs real support—the support of his courtiers is no support, we
can provide real help to him (vii) India’s designs are not good but to
meet this challenge we have 1% to be really united (viii) We can’t
afford to antagonise India, we can more than anybody perform a
role here nationalistic but friendly with India (ix) | don't suggest that
the king take a reverse gear and abruptly introduce a new political
system—democratisation should be a kind of process which could
take couple of years to complete—i.e. reversal through
imperceptible stages—phasing out + phasing in. | have pol. plan for
this purpose, but | will discuss it only with the king. (x)The king has
emphasized even in his latest direction of gau pharka that the
system could absorb new ideas and is amendable. This is an escape
clause—which will be helpful when the process of democratization
starts (xi) | want that there shouldn’t be an unnecessary delay in our
meeting because situation is likely to develop which may make it
more and more difficult for us to meet + evolve united national
forumla for the solution of various problems (xii) As it is by my trial
+ the response to it by my (see 27.5.77)

(from 28.5.77)

friends + reaction to it here has created an unfavourable
atmosphere—which would go on worsening (xii) The trial itself has
created a situation-I had to defend myself in terms which are not
conducive or a favourahle atmosphere for talks. | did take a stand in
my defence which | wouldn’t have otherwise taken in the interest of
a proactive meeting with the king.

Malla was with me for about half-an-hour, Malla stressed that
this meeting must be kept secret. When | told him that IG (Police)
himself had brought Malla to me, he said that I1G knew how to keep
his mouth shut. About ¥ an hour before Malla came the sentry
posted at the gate of my camp had been withdrawn. He came back
Y hour after Malla left me. When | asked him if he would see me
again he said unless | had anything specific to convey to the king he
wouldn’t be coming. In case | wanted to see | him | should send
word to him through the IG.

My 1% reaction after he was gone was of frustration. The king
perhaps doesn’t want to do anything soon + later the situation may
not so develop as to necessitate a meeting between us. Therefore |
have to be prepared to be in prison for a long long time — considering
my health it may be too long.

Great Scots!

A Nepdi dancemaster isteaching them how to
shimmy and shakein Edinburgh.

exotic Bollywood dancesto amixed crowd of Asansand
Scots, al of whomwant abit of desi style. Pradhan, 40, looks

the part, dressed inasilver tunic and an orange turban. When he
livedin Nepal, Pradhan did some choreography for Bollywood
filmsand even acted in afew. He al so choreographed Bollywood
movesfor television shows, but thisisthe
first Bollywood classheever held.

Bollywood isbecoming more
mainstreamin Scotland. It'sused to sl
everything from bankstolager. “ A lot of the
peoplewho have comeaong to my dance
classes say they aredoing it becausethey
saw aBollywood movie,” saysPradhan,
who hasadegreein dancefromthe
University of Coventry. Now, fansof the
world’smost popular filmscanlearnto
moveliketheir favourite stars. Pradhan
takesenthusi aststhrough dance routines
from blockbuster filmsand hisclasseshave
started drawing crowdstothisclub near the
Scottish Parliament. TheBongo Club
decided to host the classes after receiving
requestsfromfilmfans.

Pradhan first cameto the attention of
the Bongo Club when he performed at the
grand opening of their new Holyrood Road venue. Manager Ally

C haran Pradhanisat the Bongo Club in Edinburgh, teaching

Hill said: “ Charan performed at our opening night and wasjust
sensationdl. It really isquite something to see. It looksamazing and it
isadancing stylethat issofull of life. | think there could be quiteabig
market for it, given the reaction we have had sofar, at our first few
classes.”

Bollywood istheworld' smost successful filmindustry intermsof
global ticket saes. Long and elaborate song-and-danceroutinesarea
staple of most Bollywood classics. The popularity of thefilmsin
Scotland washighlighted by last year'svisit of megastar Shah Rukh
K han, dubbed ‘ the Indian Tom Cruise’, who wasmobbed at the
Edinburghfilmfestival.

TheBollywood industry producesupto 1,000 moviesayear, a
quarter of theworld'sfilms, inabout 20 languages. It exportsitsfilms
to 95 countries, with the biggest percentage going to the United States,
Britainand Canada. India’s 13,000 cinemahallshaveadaily audience
of around 15 million. The popularity of Bollywood filmsin Scotland has
encouraged producersto record movieshere. Oneof Shah Rukh

Khan'shiggest hit movies, Kuch Kuch Hota Hai, was
shot in Scotlandin 1999 at L och Lomond, Glencoe
and Tantallon Castle, in East L othian.

The popularity of the genre hasasoinfluenced
Western cinema, with hitssuch as The Guru,
incorporating colourful Bollywood-styledance
routines. DanaMacL eod, who worksfor Out of the
BlueArts& Education Trust and the Bongo Club, said
the classeswere another sign that Bollywood was
becoming part of mainstream Scottish culture.
“BollywoodissohugeinIndiaanditisthemodern
dancestylefor dl the children out there, butit'svery
different to Western styles. That iswhy Charanisso
good, inthat he managesto makeit accessibleto
anyonewho comesaongtohisclass. | think it has
takenawhilefor theIndian cultureto really come
through here, but now itiseverywhere. Thereare
Bollywood moviesonthetelevision, and Bollywood
imagery isused in everything from the Bank of
Scotland to Tennentslager [adverts], which | think

givesyou someideaof how faritcango.” t

(Source: EveningNews)
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BOOKWORM
FESTIVALSAND EXHIBITIONS
v My devotion Poubhapaintingshy Japaneseartist KazukoAsano, till 12 December at Gallery Lumbini: A Haven of Sacred Refuge BasantaBidari
Nine, Lazimpat. 4428694 Hill Side Press, 2002
v Reflectionsof Colour Pgi‘ntings by Susan Gillerman Boggstill 9 January at SiddharthaArt Rs800
Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 4218048 Thissecond editionisacomprehensive publication containing adetail history and

v Abstracts, expressionistic oil paintings, watercolours, etchingsand unigue modern bronze

soulptures photographsendifloral artil 13 Decermber ot Pak Gallry, Lazimpet 4419353and archaeology of Lumbini sincethe seventh century BC, including thelife of Buddha. The

author, an archaeol ogist, hasmany yearsof experienceworkingin Lumbini. He

Pulchowk. 5522307 . . . oY L
v Sofasogood Paintingsby KripaJoshi at Dhokaima Caféat Patan Dhoka. 5543017 provi desagenera background onthe siteand pointsof special interest for pilgrimsand
v The Last Picture Show: Faces of Chitwan Photographs by Susal Stebbins, till vistors.

December 21 & L azimpat Gallery Café. 4428549 o . ) i

A ComprehensveHistory of Nepal-ChinaReationsUp to 1955AD Vol 1 & 11 Vijay

EVENTS Kumar Manadhar
v Teesta Socials2003: Reunion of schoolsfrom Darjeeling district. Meet old friends, make new memories. 8PM Adroit Publishers, 2004

onwards 12 December at 1905, Kantipath. Tickets: Rs250. Detalls: Dee (981057570),

Trish (981020164), Bin (981053724). . . , o Rs2,000
v ChristmasBazaar AWON'sannual bazaar 10AM-4PM on 6 December, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. Handicrafts, Arevised version of theauthor’sdoctoral dissertation, thesevolumesprovidea

jewellery, food stallsand children'sactivities comer. Entry Rs50, under 12'sfree. comprehensivehistory of Nepal-Chinarelationsup to 1955, focussing onthe Nepal-China

Details: awonchrismas@yahoo.com War 1791-1972, Nepal’ sdiplomatic relationswith Ching, their mutual interestsin each
v Amusical afternoon with Kuber Rai 3PM on 7 December at Yala Maya Kendra. other and the resumption of diplomatic relationsin 1955. The author offersadetailed

Tickets: Rs300 available at DhokaimaCafé, 5543017. history ?]f Nepal-Chinarelationsand 2referencefor hi st?{y sIuden}s
v How todevelop peace Public talk by LamaZopaRinpocheat 3PM on 14 December. SiddhartaHall, Blue Star Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 4227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Hotel, Tripureshwor. Opentoal. Detalls: Himalayan Buddhist Meditation Centre. 4249270
v Summit Hotel's Xmas Night Market Followed by Summit's Famous Friday BBQ. 3-9PM 12 December.
Freeentry. 5521810

| |
Rise and shine
v LuckyAliLivein Kathmandu also featuring Deepak Bajracharya2PM on 6 December at Dasharath Rangasala

Ticket: Rs200. 6PM on 7 December a Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. Ticket: Rs2,999 per person (dinner and drinks).

Ticketsavailablea Gemini Grocery, Hot Breads, Alina sBakery Café, Suwal Musicand Station Pub. Get ready forabrand new day with
DRINK BBC World Today.
v Festival of tropical black rum drinksand great steaks at K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 4433043 Every morning on 102.4 FMfrom 5:45-6:15AM

v Cosmic Cocktailsand chichomefurnishingsat Mitra L ounge Bar and Mausam homestyle boutique. Above Cafe
Mitra, Thamel. 4259015 . i
v Fusion at Dwarika sfor over 100 cocktails, happy hour and Abhaya& The Steam Injunsevery Friday. 4479488 Daily 2045-2115 BBC 4 qar

=55 Daily 2245-2300 BBC aureft @ar
v Sunday brunch: Buckwheat pancakes, scrambled eggs with smoked salmon, roast duck with orange sauce and

m(.)re’ Sunday§10AM-3PM a Dhoka maCafé Petan Dhoka, 55430:.]'7 \ , P.0. Box 6958, Bakhfn%g:g, I_Saélli%r?urrr,nl\?;gs
v Bringyour wineaongevery Thursday and Sunday and buy our dinner. Himalatte Café, Thamel. Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681,
v Momos& Morethefinest momosin town also at Dhobighat. 5520692 N @Fadx.: ++977-1- r&]330227
v Bhaktapur Night BBQ dinner in the Shambala Garden every Friday. Rs 600 per person -mall: radio@radiosagarmatha.org,
(Welcomedrinka1ddinner).4412999 on FM 1 02|4 www.radiosagarmatha.org

v Roadhouse Caféfor speciality coffees. Opp St Mary’s School, Pulchowk. 5521755

v Authentic Chinesefood at Tian Rui Chinese Restaurant, Thapathali. 4243078 Grab your tissues, Karan Johar is back with all his legion. His mission is to make Kal
v Traditional Nepali Thali lunch at Patan Museum Café inside Patan Museum. 11AM-2.30 PM. Cocktailsand Ho Naa Ho the biggest tearjerker of 2003. Directed by Nikhil Advani, scripted and
snacks2-7.30 PM. 5526271 produced by Karan Johar, the film has music by Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy and lyrics by
v Saturday BBQ Lunch at Club Himalaya Nagarkot. Rs 500 per person. 468008 Javed Akhtar. The script trudges the tried and tested path of yesteryear’s hit Anand,
v Traditional Newari Thali at Kathmandu Guest House, Thamel. 4431632 but with the contemporary look. Set in a New York neighbourhood, Kal Ho Naa Ho
v Vegeta“an spec|a||t|esaI gupaV|eN Restaurant & Terra:e’ Boudhagupa. 4480262 takes a look at the ||fe of the Kapurs, a half'PUnjabi, half—Cathollc famlly Na!na
Catherine Kapur (Priety Zinta) shoulders the responsibility of her family which
GETAWAYS includes her mother Jennifer Kapur (Jaya Bachchan) and great grandmother.
v TGIF Dwarika'sFriday overight packageincludesthe Friday BBQ, deluxeroomand breakfast. 4479483 Enter Aman Mathur (Shah Rukh Khan), an incorrigible optimist even in the face of
v SpendtimeinKathmandu Valley'slast pristineforest just past Boudhanath. Gokarna Forest Golf Resort & Spa his ailment, who decides to make a few changes in Naina’s life. To accomplish this
4451212 task, he ropes in his friend Rohit (Saif Ali Khan). Weighing heavily on its emotional
v Microlight flying adventures with the Avia Club, Pokhara. quotient, Kal Ho Naa Ho is guaranteed to get your popcorn soggy.
v Shiv_apuri Heights Cottage 30 minutes from Kathmandu, at the edge of the Shivapuri Reserve. Call 4442220 for bookings.
L . . JAI NEPAL CINEMA Wi enepelcom
v Weekend Special for Rs 3,000 per couple, Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 4375280 11.45 AM, 3.15 PM, 6.30 PM
v TGIF overnight package at Dwarika's Hotel. 4479483
v Shivapuri Cottage, Dadagaon Nature, peace and luxury. 4354331 m
v Magnificent mountainsand deluxetentsat Adventure Tented Camp & Country Kitchen. 4418992
v EscapetoGodavari Special holiday package on half board for the entire family at Godavari Village Resort. Visit Ground Zero Finewines, designer candles, cards, gifts, stationery, wooden
5560675 items, perfumesand more. Darbar Marg, opposite Hotel del’ Anngpurna
Visit Femilines, the Exclusive Lingerie Storefor ladiesundergarments, nightwear,
bathrobesand more. L adiesstaff. Opposite Sejha Yatayat, Harihar Bhawan, Pulchowk.
Tel: 547428
ToLet: Rahibhawan areatwo storey house4 bedrooms2 bathroomslargekitchen
As the cold intensifies, the pollution level in Kathmandu continues to edge up. The diningliving terracelobby and porch and telephone. Contact: Roshani 4275180
concentration of particles that are small enough to enter the human body (PM10) in , ,
urban areas such as Putali Sadak, Thamel and Patan Hospital was once again LIVE IN STYLE! ArcadiaApartmentsin theheart of Thamel. Centrally located,
significantly higher than the national standards throughout the week, and higher fully furished apartmentsat unbelieveblerates. For detals: 981026903, 4260187
than the previous week. Even in non-urban areas like Tribhuban University, Kirtipur, TR TG L e e ErE e e
the PM10 increased by 15 percent compared to last week. find the perfect house, apartment or even aretail spacethat meetsal your needs. Make
Average PM10 levels at selected points aneasy 1000 buckshy reporting avacant property to us. Find out how-
in Kathmandu 23-29 November in — www.21etonlinecom
= micrograms per cubic meter.
Good <60 SE3  Source:www.mope.gov.np ToLet: Pleasant room (with private, ensuite bathroom) inaquiet bungalow in
ok 61 to 120 EE Lazimpat. Sharekitchenand largelounge. Perhapssuitablefor visiting professiond
or volunteer. Tel 4428549
Unhealthy 121 to 350 el
Harmful 351 t0 425 s Get 10% exclusivediscount on thenormal subscription rate of Himalmedia's
publication namely; Hima Khabarpatrika, Nepali Timesand Wavemagazine. Only a
Hazardous >425 PatanH  Thamel TU Bhaktapur Matsyagaun Putalisadak the Grihini Department Storelimited,
Baluwatar, Phone: 4415186
by MAUSAM BEED ToLet: Flatin Jawalakhel Opp. MahilaK endra.2 bedrooms,2 baths, living-dining,
There is a significant development of westerly fronts that are terracewithwooden floors. Contact: 5524389
advancing eastward. It could bring light rains to central Nepal
including Kathmandu this weekend to end a drought in the Valley that Wanted : Nepali pilot, interested person should have experience
has stretched for over a month and a half. The northern Himalaya, for ultralight aircraft with Rotax 582 engine. Apply with cv, photo
however, will have to wait for its next fresh snowfall, despite and contact addresswithin 7 daystoAviaClub Nepal Pt. Ltd,,
temperatures in most high valleys falling to below freezing, because PO. Box 13680.
the frontal track is directing clouds towards the western Gangetic plain.
Winter will truly arrive with these fresh westerly fronts: nights get colder For Rent: OneBed Sitting Room completely furnished with hot water and
and days will hover around the 20-degree mark. atached Bathroom. Everything New. Suitablefor single person but two peopleis
KATHMANDU VALLEY possibleand Free Laundry provided. Contact Ram at Chabahill, Kapaen Tel:
e 2071019
20-07 20-05 For insertions ring NT Marketing at 5543333-36.
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SRADDHA BASNYAT

................

y the 18" century the

splendour of Patan rivalled

that of any great
civilisation. Today, anyonewho
visitsthat ancient city square has
tovisually edit out therising
number of tall cement buildingsto
imaginewhat it must have been
likewhenthe Mallakings
commissioned thisremarkable
legacy to Nepali architecture.
Residentsare beginning to realise
what they haveisirreplaceable
and aretaking an active interest
in preserving and renovating what
most people consider thejewel
among Kathmandu's seven World
Heritage Sites.

Historically, templesand
monuments were safeguarded by
thetraditiona guthi systemwithin
the mainly Newari communities
that inhabited Patan. Guthiswere
givenland fromwhichthe
edifices were maintained. But the
guthi system soon fell into misuse
with guthiyarsselling off theland
and siphoning money. The
monumentsthey were supposed
to safeguard fell into disrepair,
with barely enough fundsto
conduct daily pujas, let aloneany
renovationwork. Still, for the
most part, we are not at risk of
losing the major temples or the
palaceitself to neglect or the
modernisation drive. Thereis
enough local and international
interest to keep these public
monuments safe.

Private homes, however, are
at greater risk. Kulal Dangol of
Jyapu Samaj, an organisation that
concentrates on preserving
Newari culture, pinpointsthe
problem succinctly, “ Patan
residents feel homes must be
preserved, but it'shard to
support growing familiesina
small structure, let alone think
about restoring it. They need to

Residents are pitching in to
conserve their collective heritage.

earn some kind of return from
their homes.”

DilendraRaj Shresthahas
alwayslivedin Patan and owns
the Third World Restaurant just
behind KrishnaMandir. Growing
up, he saw the Patan of hisyouth
change as new buildings
replaced traditional homes. No
one had thought of preserving
private structures or even
renovating them with traditional
elements, so Shrestha decided
to do something about it.

Shrestha set up Patan Tourism
Development Organisation
(PTDO), initidly with help from
GTZ. Redlizing that people must
benefit economically from
traditional homesif they areto
maintain them, Shrestha
suggested converting their homes
into quality tourist
accommodations. A homein
Kulimbaisnearly finished with
UNESCO support and two others
areinthe pipeline. Shrestha
completely restored hisown
home using traditional materials

and reusing al the timber used to
build the housein 1936. PTDO
funded the restoration with asoft
loan scheme with a 3 percent
service charge that will be used
to promote restored homes. The
rest goes back into the revolving
fund for restoring more homes.
Shrestha’s homeis now open to
all asasource of inspiration.

Aninvestment of Rs1.5
millionisnot within everyone's
reach and PTDO haslimitations.
Shrestha says the government
should be more supportive
through subsidieslikethat on
timber and show greater leniency
ontheir strict restoration
specifications. “ A concrete
structurewith atraditional facade
will at least look nicefromthe
outside,” he says.

At Kathmandu Valley
Preservation Trust (KVPT), Rohit
Ranjitjar disagrees: hewould
rather see homes preserved than
reconstructed. KVPT focuseson
raising fundsto preserve public
monuments. Since 1991 they

VAYVHOVYCYd NIN

Patan; thinking
outside the square.

have restored 19 buildings, mostly
in Patan, and see abright future for
similar work. For Ranjitkar it'sa
question of awareness— residents
must realise they are part of a
collective heritage.

A 115-page document issued by
the government through
Kathmandu Valley Town
Development Committee has
building bylaws completewith
definitions, diagramsand mapsfor
Kathmandu and Lalitpur. Thecities
areclassified into inner city area
and residential zones, both further
divided into sub-zones. Guidelines
are set for everything from damp
proofing building sitesto
specificationsfor floor heightina
traditional Nepali stylestructurein
each subzone.

With modern buildings
replacing traditional homes, we're
all edging towards amass
homogeneity. Peoplewant hassle-
freebuildings and easy
maintenance. But Ranjitkar points
out that the new structures have an
average lifespan of eight decades.
“Traditional mud mortar timber
housesast |onger—timber can be
replaced, thewalls, which are

natural insulators, are not difficult to

redo and reinforce.” It'smore
expensive, but to Ranjitkar, itis
worth every rupeeto preserve
centuries of Nepal’s heritage.
WhileKVPT offerstechnical
solutionsto private homeowners,
it'sdifficult to get outsidefunding
for thelatter.

Meanwhile, Shrestha dreams of
atimewhen the Patan skylinewill
once again resemble the glory of
old because, “In thefuture, no one
will cometo Patan to seejust four
temples and adarbar. If we areto
survive, heritage conservationis
crucia.” t

NEPALI SOCIETY

they
need is love

treet educator Rajkumar Tripathi wants to deconstruct the myth that
S poverty drives children to the street. “It's lack of love that makes

them run away from home, they are not homeless and they are not
always poor,” he says. Rajkumar should know, he is 22 years old, and
became a street child himself.

He was only four when his mother left him after a row with her
husband and in-laws. “I always wanted my mother to love me but she was
never there,” he says. Rajkumar was neglected by his father, and wasn't
sent to school. One day, he ended up in front of Panch Kanya
secondary school in his village Ratomati (30km from Banepa), where he
was lying on the floor crying, with a book in hand. After hearing his story,
the school principal took pity and sponsored his education.

Four years later, his mother returned but showed no love for her son.
Rajkumar was so heartbroken he left home and ended up on the streets
of Kathmandu alone and cold. Thus began his street life: begging in
Thamel, sleeping in the cold, exploited by carpet factories and small
hotels, getting beaten up by employers. The children’s organisation Bal
Kendra, took him off the street and gave Rajkumar and several others
like him food, shelter and most importantly love and care.

“Some of us decided that instead of going back to the streets, we
should be helping each other,” says Rajkumar who set up Bal Chetna
Samuha when he was 14. Just when he started getting bored, Rajkumar
met Sunil Pokharel, the street theatre director of Parivartan, and started
organising street plays.

Today, Rajkumar is back on the streets—this time with the group
Saath Saath to counsel children on the streets, helping to find sponsors
for their education and medical aid. He started his own theatre called
Andhero Bato (Dark Road) and says the negative connotation is
deliberate. “Life on the streets is still bleak and the children there are
living in trauma everyday,” he says.

Rajkumar is married and has a two-year-old daughter, and his main
message to the children on the streets is to hope and aspire for
something better. But for Rajkumar, personally, there is still a hole in his
heart that his mother’s love should have filled. He hopes he will get it
one day. ¢ (NareshNewar)
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

henewsthat thereareover 800 cannibasin

Germany meansour newsvauesmust adapt

totherdentlessmarchof imeandreflect the
evolution of societdl feading habits So, let'ssay, a
dog hitesman. Thatisnot newsunlessthecaninein
questionisafemaeperpetrator inwhich casethe
headlinewouldreed. ‘ Bitch bitesman’. Ontheother

hand, ashasbeenknownto happenintheheet of the
moment, if somemendoendup biting dogs, thenthe

dory desarvesabanner headline
Man Bit Me, AllegesMongrel

BY OURMEDIAWATCHDOG
Lditpur - Policetook aPatanresdent into custody

Friday night after aneighbourhood dog lodgedanHIR

that he (theman) had chewed off part of his(the
dog's) ear during afracasa thegarbagepileat
EkantaKuna

“lwas'ttryingtograbheadlines” themansaid
inanexdusveinterview fromhisjal cdl, “I was
just
rummeagingthroughtherubbish, andthismongre
daredmetohitehim. Sol did.” Thedog, whichwas
reportedincritica but sableconditionat B& B
Hospitd, did not return callsand could not be
reached for comment.

But hislawyer toldjourndistsa aMeet thePress

function (charedby Rishi Dhamda) yesterday thet
thedogwasonly tryingtoliventhingsuponadow
newsday. “If my client had bittentheman, it

wouldn't benewswouldit?” heaskedrhetoricaly.

Honest Taxman Felicitated
FROM THEDUTY FREE DESK
Kathmandu- Nepal’sonly honest tax collector was

Man bites hotdog

awarded thecountry’shighest civilianhonour a
apublicceremony heretoday andgivena
commemoraiveplaguewhich herefusedto
tekeandadosallawhichhereturnedtothe
organisars. “What areyoutryingtodo, bribe
me?’ MrVAT Man 2003 asked.

Mock Emergency Declared

BY ANOTHERONE OF OURANALLY
RETENTIVEANALYSTS

Thegovernment Tuesday re-imposed adateof
nationd emergency, but saidlater it wasjust
only amock exercisetotest thepublic's
reaction. Thiscametheday after HMG
conducted apretend emergency at theBICC
with pretend dead and wounded to gaugethe
responsetimeof pretend ambulancesandfire
trucks Therewasdsoananti-aircraft bettery
test-firingexercisein Jawalakhe a midnight
Thursday tomessurethepaniclevel of the
capitd’sresidents. “ Mogt peoplejust snored
right throughit,” said thedirector of the
Nationa Emergency Monitoring Unit. “If you
want my frank opinion, | think peoplein
Kathmandu haveal fainted with boredom.”

No English Speeches. Minister
Inacabinet decison, thegovernment indructed
government officids Tuesday to henceforth
deliver dl keynoteaddressesinNepdli. The
movewasgeneraly welcomed by Kathmandu-
based diplomatswhosadthey wouldnow no
longer haveto pretendto beadegp during
minigterid speeches They would beableto
redly fal adeep.
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