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Cute carts

The 3 NADA Auto Show 2004 is
underway at the BICC till Sunday.
Among the sleek cars on exhibit are all
the latest model sedans and SUVs. But
three cute cars need special mention:
Nepal's very own Sherpa light
commercial vehicles, India’s road queen
the Ambassador, and the tried and
trusted rear-engined Volkswagen Beetle.
The Sherpa is made by Hulas
Motors in Biratnagar and has launched
Nepal into the list of countries with its
own automobile industry.Cube
International is importing the newest
model Ambassadors to Nepal and
promoting them as ideal taxis. The 4"
Great Himalayan VW Beetle Rally kicks
off on 13 March, with money raised
going to cleft palate surgery. Read all
about these great cars on p 12-13.

Q. Do you think King Gyanendra overstepped
the bounds of a constitutional monarch with
the royal address in Nepalganj?

Total votes:2,130

Weekly Internet Poll # 125. To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com
Q. Do you agree the extradition of two senior
Maoists indicates New Delhi’s policy shift?

Democrazy
springtime of
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he Maoists are still able to set

off big bangs in the capital,

and assassinate people they
don’t like, but times are getting
tougher for the rebels.

The Maoists faced an
unprecedented barrage of criticism
from Nepali and international
human rights organizations and
political parties for the murder of
peace activist Ganesh Chiluwal on
Sunday. The leadership appears to
be taken aback by the extentand
tone of condemnation and the rebels
are in damage control mode.

After the morale-hitting
extradition of two top leaders from
India earlier this month, the Maoists
appear to be reassessing their strategy.
Student leaders have called offa five-
day banda scheduled for next week,
saying they empathise with the
people’s hardships.

However, this week, several
district level cadres from the UML,
Nepali Congressand RPP have been
gunned down invarious parts of the
country. The Maoists had pledged
that they wouldn’t target political
parties and this has cast doubts on
their credibility. The latest killings
are bound to further widen the gap
between the partiesand the Maoists.

Meanwhile, civilian casualties
caused by Maoist booby traps are
on the rise. Even if these attacks were
not deliberate, the end result is that
atleast ten civilians have been killed
this week alone by carelessly laid
Maoist roadside bombs, grenades
and socket devices in Kabhre, Jhapa
and Surkhet.

There have also been civilian
casualties at the hands of the army:
in the latest incidents, soldiers
gunned down three youngsters
collecting roadside donations on
Shivaratri in Chitwan.

The Maoist campaign of sabotage
and assassinations in the capital come
asKing Gyanendra himself continues
his whirlwind tour of the Maoist
heartland. In what is obviously the
palace’s new public relations drive,
television news have been showing
the people spontaneously greeting
the monarch in areas the Maoists
regard as their dens.

In an interview with the BBC
Nepali Service from somewhere in
India, Maoist spokesman Krishna
Bahadur Mahara this week took a
softer line than usual, but insisted
that the republic demand was still
on: “We are prepared to accept a
democratic and multi-party
republic.”

The Maoistattacks in the Valley
have been carried out by a brand new
‘Valley Team’ headed by senior
guerrilla leader Top Bahadur
Rayamajhi. The previous rebel cells

were decimated by army intelligence

Kathmandu

KIRAN PANDAY

late last year in an operation that
also yielded a large quantity of
weapons and explosives. The
Maoists blamed captured cadre
who gave away information on
hideouts, safe houses and secret
arms caches in the capital.

The five-party alliance, still
smarting from the king’s blunt
rebukes against them in the
Nepalganj address, used
Democracy Day on Thursday to
relaunch their agitation,

announcm
anew phase ® Editorial p2

of protests to What's the point?
force the king to restore parliament.
Party demonstrators at Ratna Park
on Wednesday were instructed to
keep their anti-monarchy slogans
mild and not to provoke violence.
However, some students
immediately began chanting pro-
republic slogans and demanded a
more radical line. @
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WHAT'S THE POINT?

w ith each passing day in this terrible conflict, one wonders if the

editors@nepalitimes.com, www.nepalitimes.com

two sides are competing to see who can punish the people more.
The Maoists blast a bus in Sindhupalchok. Six passengers are
killed, the arm and head of a 14-year-old boy are found 100m away.
Children are killed by roadside bombs on their way to school. The Maoist
website ‘takes credit’ for the murder of Ganesh Chiluwal. Take credit for
killing a man committed to non-violence, a victim of violence himself—just
because he diagrees with your methods?

Security forces surround a house in Makwanpur on a tip-off and
apparently mow down everyone inside. And on Wednesday, when there was
full-scale conventional warfare in progress in Mudbara with air support and
artillery, the rest of the army was on Tundikhel simulating helicopter-borne
assault on a mud hut. What were
onlookers outside the fence supposed
to think?

If the political parties ever trusted
the Maoists’ pledge not to target their
workers, after this week’s murders they
won't do so again.

We are now in the same notorious
league as Guatemala or Colombia for
human rights violations. If the military
and the guerrillas can't stop fighting,
they can at least pledge to fight by the
rules. Signing the human rights accord
would mean ensuring that innocent
Nepalis who do not agree with this
slaughter and want no part in it, are not
harmed.

The Maoist leadership must now
acknowledge that the path of armed
struggle they embarked on eight years
ago has degenerated into mayhem and
violence. All this has achieved in eight
years is militarise the country and
spread misery. It has strengthened the
army, tripled its budget in three years.

It's time for the comrades and the
generals to ask themselves: what is the

Colombia and Nep

he errors made and

T opportunities lostin resolving

Nepal’s war bear many re-

semblances to the early part of the

conflict in my own country,

Colombia. Nepal used to be known

for its great mountains and gentle

people, but thatimage is changing,

Colombia used to be known for

coffee, today it is known for the

world record it holds for gross
violations of human rights.

There are

20  violent

deaths perday in

Colombia, and

the toll in Nepal

is coming up to

thatlevel. There

are more than

two million

displaced

people in

Colombia,

Nepal is getting

there. Colombia

is proof of how

badly things can

g0 wrong in a

country.

Equally

important: it

shows how

badly things can

gowrong inany

country when

land ownership, inequality,
injustice, corruption, impunity
and poverty are notaddressed.

Some 500 Colombian
landowners occupy 45 percent of
the country’s cultivable land. More
than half the Colombians live
below the poverty line, 80 percent
in rural areas. The annual income
of the wealthiest 10 percent of
Colombians is 42 times that of the
poorest 10 percent. Although the
economy has done well, it is
inequality more than poverty that
isa cause of the violence.

Colombia’s conflict dates back
to the late 1940s, when FARC
(Armed Revolutionary Forces of
Colombia) first emerged from a
group of peasants fighting for land
reform. During the 1960s more
guerrilla groups came out. The
upper classes were alarmed and so
was the United States.

The government first tried
violent eradication during the mid
1960s, by allowing the military to
arm civilians, which is what the
Nepal government is now doing.
Successive presidents ruled under
astate of emergency for over two
decades, giving the military more
power and cutting civil liberties.
The military budget soared and so
did foreign financial aid, training
and hardware for the armed forces.

GUEST COLUMN
Karin Eichelkraut

students and union leaders were
arrested and there were widespread
human rights violations throughout
the 1970s and 80s.

The deteriorating economy
opened the door for the narcotics
trade, making the guerrillasand drug
lords initial allies. But as they grew
richer and more powerful, the drug
lords began to resemble the
oligarchs. The cash-starved guerrillas
started extortion and kidnapping of
landowners and their relatives. In
order to defend themselves, the
landlords created paramilitary
groups, which grew into a brutal
force during the 1980s involved in
‘social cleansing’: the elimination of
real or suspected drug addicts, ex-
convicts, thieves, criminals,
prostitutes, homosexuals, beggars
and street children. A civil society
that shared these interests tolerated
the excesses.

By the 1990s, the spiral of vio-
lence had gone out of control—
leading to a culture of violence in
society. Moral values declined,
media turned to sensationalism and
bias, and aggression and intolerance
became common. Today, 85 percent
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BIG GULF there an original, immediate, MEDIOCRE Maoists for the current state of the  money and market share when the
| flew from Kathmandu to Abu socially responsive and socially | used to admire and respect country, shouldn’t media also take country is in such a grave
Dhabi last Saturday night in a responsible intervention to support  Daman Nath Dhungana as a responsibility? On top of this, situation.

much better position than most of
my fellow passengers. How
many Nepali labourers migrating
to the Gulf countries for work
lose their dignity before ever
leaving Kathmandu? Please,
somebody tell me thatin some
donor office, there is a budget
line for a Citizen's Advice
Bureau, money for an institution
that provides free legal
information to wannabe migrant
workers, an office that
investigates the credibility of
manpower agencies, checks the
fees being charged, the services
being offered, the contracts
being signed and assists those
who feel they have been
mistreated or cheated. Tell me,
that in some annual report there
is a budget line big enough to
provide fair salaries for a team of
well trained, committed staff who
have the skills to answer the last
minute concerns or anxieties of
migrating workers with respect
and seriousness—instead of
treating labour migrants like a
herd of stupid school boys,
country bumpkins or prospective
terrorists as the frustrated low
ranking officials at Kathmandu
airport do. It is not necessary for
further research into support
services for those who migrate
overseas for work. There is no
need for the production of more
overly consulted baseline
studies, or yawn-yawn mandate
heavy, textually diplomatic, policy
positioning. Please, tell me that

Nepalis workers travelling
overseas for work is taking place
right now.
Jamie Cross,
University of Sussex, UK

8, GOINGON 9
| read with interest and sadness
Kunda Dixit's ‘8, going on 9’
(#183). It seems like a distant
memory sitting down for breakfast
in 1996 in Kathmandu to read a
news item that the Maoists had
started a ‘People’s War'. We
expected it would soon be
resolved, and the Maobadi would
rejoin the electoral process and
Nepalis could get back to building
their young and fragile democracy.
Who could have foreseen the next
few years: the royal massacre,
the intensification of violence, the
dismantling of the institutions of
democracy. Little did we know that
the US would pump in so much
military aid. Dixit writes: “As the
Maoist war completed eight years,
never has peace seemed as
remote.” If there is ever to be
‘peace’, the ‘war’ must be seen as
not just a ‘Maoist war’ but also a
‘government war'. Both sides have
shown the Nepali people and the
world that they are willing to fight
till the last rupee, the last Nepali.
This is a lose-lose situation. Only
when they start negotiating a real
and lasting peace will Nepal's
future look bright. Let's hope next
year this time you won't have a
headline ‘9, going on 10",

Michael van de Veer, Hawaii

politician with dignity and
principles. His tenure as Speaker
demonstrated that he could have
grown into a statesman. But lately,
| have been disappointed with his
political analysis and standing,
exemplified by his stance in the
piece you translated (‘Bilateral
#183). His role as the mediator of
the failed peace talks was pathetic,
and today he just sounds tried,
frustrated, disillusioned and a
person who has lost touch with
the ground reality. Or has he
decided to take any extreme
measures to punish “mediocre
politicos” and an “active palace™?
Sandesh Hamal, Lalitpur

MEDIA

It was stimulating to read the
discussion in your paper about the
ongoing media war in Nepal. It
seems all your contributors in #182
were open to the option of foreign
media in Nepal. Itis true that there
has been a phenomenal growth in
the private media since 1990. But
has it really benefited our society?
There has been a lack of serious
discussion about grave topics like
education and health. All the
private media is doing now is
covering superficial and
sensational issues that make
readers happy. If we take the
notion that people make up their
minds after reading the papers,
then what is the result? They have
become hopeless and cynical
about the future. If we blame
political parties, the king and the

what private media is doing right
now is fighting with each other for

MIN BAJRACHARYA

We should look at media
(swadeshi or bideshi), which has
forgotten that it has a public
service role. They are not here
just to make money and construct
big buildings for themselves.

Brajesh Gautam, Kathmandu

SIKKIM
Your editioral (‘Seek ‘em’, #180)
was quite fallacious in its context,
but you are right that Nepal is not
so small that it can just be
swallowed up like Sikkim. So, why
the fear of Sikkimisation? Let us be
not apprehensive on that issue,
but let's probe whether India can
create other problems for us
which would hinder our path to
development and prosperity. The
problem isn't that Nepalis lack self-
esteem, as you argue, but they are
sensitive and patriotic. We don't
have an inferiority complex. We
are proud to be Nepali. We also
lack zest and zeal, and to a certain
extent we lack morality. So let's
inculcuate these values so that we
never have to worry about
Sikkimisation because of the
strength of our national unity. At
least our dignity and pride is intact,
and these will protect our national
identity.

Pabitra Poudyal, Bhaktapur

THE KING AND YOU

CK Lal's ‘A king can't do wrong’
(#181) raised interesting points
about the responsibilities of a king
towards his ‘subjects’. Despite the
‘we’ this and ‘we’ that, he couldn’t
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due to common crime and not
directly to the armed conflict.
When the violence increasingly
touched the elite (politicians,
notable figures, and the media) the
government tried to rein in the para-
militaries, declaring them illegal.

But bringing them to justice has
proved almost impossible: their
power to intimidate and their
financial or military links were too
strong against a feeble system of
justice. The guerrillas turned to the
same brutal methods that
characterised their enemy and
worked against the common people
for whom they were supposed to
be fighting. From around 6,000
guerrillas in the early 1990s, FARC
is now up to 20,000 and controls
40 percent of the territory. They
grow because the young have few
jobs and opportunities.

Under pressure from foreign
governments, the fight against the
drug mafia has intensified, fuelling
more violence. The cartels have
splintered into smaller groups that
are even more difficult to detect.
No amount of aerial herbicide
sprayings, no crop alternatives have
effectively controlled the lucrative
trade. Surprisingly, the
capital Bogotd, has lowered its crime
rate in the last years, standing out
as the only city in Latin America to
do so. The reason: two successive
mayors who were honesty,
commuitted and accountable. @

Karin Eichelkraut is a Colombian
who has been living in Nepal for
the past five years.

A Dhaka spring

A springtime of political
awakening in Bangladesh

DHAKA-There have been three
hartals in five days in Dhaka, soasa
Nepalilam prepared.

It is the hartal season, and when
that happens you know the two
dowager begums of Bangladeshi
democracy are at each other’s
throats again. The difference this
time is that Khaleda Zia is the
premier, and it is Sheikh Hasina’s

STATE OF THE STATE
CK Lal

turn to bring the country toa
standstill in an effort to unseat her
rival. Earlier, Begum Zia had done
the same when she was in the
opposition.

Our political cultures are the
same. They have hartals, we have
bandas. The relationship between
Zia’s BNP and Hasina’s Awami
League resembles the ties between
Nepali Congressand the UMLin
the good old days, even though in
Kathmandu, political mudslinging
has now been replaced by gunfire
and bombs.

Given that they had a headstart
over us, the Bengalis have developed
hartals into a fine art form.
Compared to our bandas, their

strikes here are civilised. For

instance, a Bangladeshi hartal is
enforced only between dawn and
dusk. How convenient. Why didn’t
we think of that before? This means
milk trucks and bread delivery vans
do their rounds in the morning
unhindered, shopping mallsdo
roaring business in the evening.

During hartals, Dhaka’s one
million rickshaw-pullers like their
Thamel counterparts, earn enough
to pay back their loans. Hartals have
now become an important compo-
nentof the political economy of
Bangladesh with its wealth
redistribution potential.

The other thing Nepalis
share with our Bangladeshi
cousins is our penchant for the
most convoluted conspiracy
theory to explain the simplest
political phenomenon. Even
professors mutter something big is
afoot because the opposition parties
areagitating ata time when so many
foreigners are here. The fact that
there is a global Microcredit Summit
going on in Garmeenland that has
attracted foreign dignitaries is too
obvious an explanation to convince
them. It reminds us of
Chandrasekhar’s private visits
to Kathmandu last month

billed as a harbinger of political

changein Nepal.

There is tyrant lurking in the
heart of every South Asian that leaps
out the moment it spots a weaker
target. Perhaps that explains the
impatient and intolerant politics all
our leaders. From Sheikh Hasina to
General Musharraf, and from
President Chandrika to our very
own Comrade Prachanda—all are
convinced there is only one way to
governand only they know what

MIN BAJRACHARYA
itis.

Like Nepalis, Bangladeshis take
their independence very seriously
and the mantra here too is the ISI—
identity, sovereignty and independ-
ence.

Spring is the time when
memories of along struggle come
flooding back. Itis springtime for
people in Dhaka and Kathmandu as
abudding democracy tries to
blossom anew. @

make his attitude towards his
people any plainer by deciding to
lavish money on expensive cars
and over-the-top increases in
pocket money. At this time! This
man has an agenda. Replacing
one generic government-type with
another ad infinitum will not
improve Nepal's lot. So, the
students have a point, and if they
take the next step by getting
focused and prepared to actively
participate in the process of
running the country instead of
limiting themselves to running
around in the streets, things will
change. Change from within. Who
else is there? Education is not
exactly taxing, and there are no
jobs waiting for them, so they
have the energy and time.
Students have done this quite
effectively even in developed
countries, and the desire for
change openly expressed by the
Nepali student movement s the
only breath of fresh air and
certainly a step in the right
direction.

Claus Schunke, email

@ We couldn't agree with more
with your sharp and cogent
editorial on the people being
treated like pawns (‘Pawns’,
#183). Everytime there is a Nepali
killed, a family forced to move out
of their village, schools forced to
close, or people abducted, it is
one more instance of the people
being made to suffer because of
the power struggle at the centre.
Why should the people be
punished if the political forces
can't agree? It has become a part

of our political culture that every
time a rival is in power, you force
the country down by declaring a
banda and make the people suffer
just so you can score points.
Grow up, you politicians. As you
rightly say: “Throughout all this, it
is only the people who are
showing any sanity or sense of
responsibility.” This is why the
people are not joining the political
parties’ protests and the student
unions, because they don't trust
their motives. This is why they are
not coming out overwhelmingly in
support of the king, because they
think he has an authoritarian
agenda. And the reason they may
have second thoughts about
coming out on the streets to
protest Maoist atrocities is
because Ganesh Chiluwal has
shown them what happens to
people who disagree with the
Maoists. The people don't want to
have anything to do any of these
so-called rulers who want to
reign over their dead bodies, and
we would like to think that the
reason they stayed home and
didn’t go to work for two banda
days this past week was
because they are totally fed up
with this sad circus that passes
for Nepali politics.
Nila KC and
Laxmi Shrestha, Dhulikhel

CORRECTION

Due to a currency conversion
error, the price of two Indian
Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH)
was erroneously stated in ‘8,
going on 9' (#183). The aircraft
will cost approximately NRs 500
million apiece.




20- 26 FEBRUARY 2004 #184

Back to zeto

NARESH NEWAR

A sexpected, it took just four days for the government

to buckle under the pressure of petroleum dealers
who closed down all 1,450 gas stations across the
country this week.

The government had decided to stop allowing gas
stations to sell kerosene, saying it was too tempting for them
not to mix subsidised kerosene with diesel and petrol. It
told gas stations to keep their kerosene depots outside a one
km radius from their gas stations. On Wednesday, the
government agreed to give the gas dealers six months to
comply with the regulation.

The gas dealers have bought time, and they only gota
slap on the wrist for threatening public health by the
widespread adulteration of fuel. One spot check by this
paper two years ago revealed that up to 45-50 percent of
the diesel and petrol in Kathmandu’s gas stations were
mixed with kerosene.

Overwhelming public opposition to the strike and
lobbying by the consumers’ associations were not enough to
bolster the government’s capacity to resist the dealers.
However, the government says it will use the six months to
conducta probe on gas stations selling adulterated petrol.

“Now it'sall up to the consumers, they have to be
empowered,” says Sri Krishna Shrestha, president of Pro-
Public, an organisation campaigning actively against

KIRAN PANDAY

adulteration. Many feel the petroleum mafia is so strong, its
tentacles go so high up in the Nepal Oil Corporation and
the bureaucracy, that the government can’t really challenge
It.

Butan official from the Department of Commerce put
up a brave face, telling us: “We are firm in implementing our
decision and the government will take severe measures as
and when appropriate.” The government had reportedly
decided that, had the strike continued, it would have either
forced the gas stations to open or got the Nepal Ol
Corporation to scrap their dealership licenses.

When the petrol strike started earlier this week, people
thought this was again about prices. It wasn’t. Essentially, it
was about one party that wanted to keep on adulterating
fuel and pocketing the profit.

The government decided to implement a task force
recommendation to relocate kerosene pumps far from the
petrol stations. It’s not that the mixture of kerosene in petrol
takes place right in the petrol station, but the hope was that
the problem would reduce to some extent. Actually,
adulteration starts from the storage point in Amlekhgunj
depotand there is alarge network involved in this crime
(Nepali Times #19, ‘Nepal Oil Corruption’).

The mood on the street was turning ugly against the gas
dealers. “The government finally acted, we support i, this
crime has to stop,” said Ramesh Thapa, who had queued up
two hours in Pulchok. “They can’t bully the government

Gas stations have won the right to keep
selling adulterated petrol and diesel for
another six months

and harass the people anymore. They should be
punished!” shouted a visibly-upset Sita Lama on a mo-ped
who was late for work because she had already waited an
hour for gas.

These voices were magnified in public discussions on
FM stations like Sagarmatha where the gas dealers and the
government came under a sustained barrage of criticism for
being unable to stop adulteration. Their message was
simple: don’t let the petrol mafia get away this time.

There has been evidence that almost 60 percent of the
petrol stations around the country are selling adulterated
petrol and this has been going on for years. Following an
investigative report by this publication and Himal
Khabarpatrikain 2000, the government set up a probe
committee under Ministry of Industry, Commerce and
Supplies. Only a handful of gas stations who openly
admitted adulteration were ever penalised.

Now, the gas stations have bought time. The
government will be involved in the same kind of study
conducted five months ago by the probe committee which
revealed that 60 percent of gas stations were selling
adulterated fuel. For another six months, the Nepali public
will be using diluted diesel and petrol and breathing its
carcinogenic fumes.

Kerosene in petrol and diesel does not burn completely
and releases cancer-causing hydrocarbons, nitrous oxides
and carbon monoxide instead of the less-harmful carbon
dioxide. Besides destroying engines, it also harms human
lungs. Kerosene destroys the catalytic converter, allowing
benzene additives in the petrol to escape into the
atmosphere. Benzene is a known cancer-causing gas.

Asthmais on the rise in Kathmandu, caused mainly by
the soot particulates in the air from vehicle exhausts
burning adulterated fuels. Another health problem is
hypoxia, which is caused by lack of oxygen in the blood
and is related to excessive carbon monoxide in the air, again
caused by incomplete combustion. Hypoxia leads to
fatigue and dizziness and is the cause of numerous traffic
accidents.

Valley vehicles are increasing at 13 percenta year, and
most vehicles are poorly maintained and use low quality
fuel. The more the government delays taking extreme
measures to reduce adulteration, the more public health is
at risk. Children suffer the most from respiratory problems.
AWorld Bank study in 1995 showed Kathmandu’s air
pollution even then caused almost 5,000 cases of
bronchitis in children and 20,000 cases of asthma per year.

alfway around the world from Nepal,

I've covered alot of territory in the

past week. On board passenger jets, in
airports, barsand restaurantsand in
conversations with dozens of people, 'm
struck by one thing. Nobody anywhere
knows the extent of Nepal’s agony.

In Delhi, the buzz is all about elections.

No Nepal

Make no mistake. People in India are
concerned for Nepal. They ask after its
welfare, still shake their heads about the
royal massacre and compare the Maoists
with their own loony Left in Bihar.

But their concern is momentary and
lapses when the talk moves onto

local politics, peace with Pakistan,

How bad will the Congess party meltdown ~ Musharaff’s possible role in
be? Will they finally ditch Sonia Gandhi? selling nukes to the North
How big will Vajpayee’s win be and what Koreansand most

will that mean for a slew of domestic issues

from taxes

HERE AND THERE to Hindu
Daniel Lak templesin
Ayodhya?

Nota mention of Nepal anywhere, noteven
with extraditions of Maoists and pro-rebel
rallies organised in Delhi. This is particularly
worrisome, given that most analysts in Nepal
seem to think that India’s role in resolving
the Maoist issue is crucial. It may be, butat
the moment, India is busy, very busy. Nepal
is doing little to engage India on this, merely
reacting to issues and occasionally allowing
misguided or malevolent local press barons to
whip up anti-Delhi hysteria.

importantdy—cricket, the

upcoming test tour of Pakistan.

Nepal rates far below all of these

items on the Indian radar screen. A

few days in London followed my

time in India. In the heart of the beast
that is the BBC, I again fielded questions
about Nepal.

Well informed people—and there are
many there—wondered which was in
greater trouble: the Maoist insurgency or
constitutional monarchy? My answers were
long and a trifle complex. I could see even
my most interested friends glazing overa
little. They picked up alittle when I told

them that their tax money was being

Out there, no one knows the extent
of this country’s agony

lavishly spent on various reports and media
seminars by the dear old Department for
International Development, DID. And not
much development. They all giggled at
the thought of a recent junket for
dozens of Nepali politicians to
Northern Ireland, which alot of
DAID conflict resolution types seem
to think isa resolved conflict. “At
least they could sip some proper
Guinness,” remarked one friend
who’d been here and tasted what
passes for the famous black stout in
Kathmandu.
But no notion of Nepal’s dire
challenges, of the sad demise of
democracy, of the violence, the economic
decline and the sheer absence of creativity at
any level of the current leadership, or the
rebellion’s top cadres. Nothing, Finally, I'sit
now at sea level in America and listen to the
world’s loudest media cacophony. Iraq,
Bush, Kerry, desertion, Vietnam, taxes,
deficits, evil, terrorism and on and on. No
Nepal. Perhaps it’s for the best, maybe this
place needs to be left alone to face its fate.
Butit'sall rather sad. @
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At the rate of vehicle growth, the situation must be much worse now. In
monetary terms, this impact causes the loss of approximately Rs
200,000,000 per year.

Many consumers have lost their faith in the government ever
resolving the problem because it is hand-in-glove with the petroleum
mafia. They say giving the gas stations another six months already smacks
of corruption. Even moving kerosene supply one km away from gas
stations is not the answer. “That is just a temporary solution, we must
look at subsidies, and improve monitoring and quality control,” says Pro-

Public’s Shrestha. @

How it’s done

The Indian modus operandi works in Nepal too

@ Tankers trundle out of the gate.

@ Stop. People openly pilfer fuels from these tankers in small cans.

@ Pilfered fuel is sold cheap (petrol Rs 20 per litre, diesel: Rs 15 per
litre) to the casual customer—in this case the customer is the tanker

owner itself!

@ Almost every third tanker backs into an enclosed site, locally called
hotel, re-emerges after 10-15 minutes and carries on down the roads.

(source: http://www.cseindia.org)

DOMESTIC BRIEFS

No to civilian militia

The Brussels-based conflict resolution organisation,
International Crisis Group (ICG), has said the
government's plans to set up village militia risks
escalating the conflict.

The government has denied it has already
started distributing weapons to volunteer ‘peace
committees’, but says such a force will allow locals
to resist the Maoists and deter violence. Not so,
says the ICG, which argues that militia are likely to
become “an untrained, unaccountable and
undisciplined armed group”.

Human rights groups have argued that the civil
militia will make villagers a party to the conflict by
destroying their neutrality. ICG says experience
from other countries show that it will lead to a rise
in human rights violations. As example of things to
come, the group gives the example of the village of
Sudama where locals have been armed. On 4
Feburary, the village was attacked by a large
number of Maoists. Although the attack was
repelled without any reported injuries to civilians, it
appears that the village was targeted because of
its reputation as a pilot location for the militia
program.

Meanwhile, Amnesty International condemned
the murder in Kathmandu this week of Ganesh
Chiluwal, head of the Maoist Victims’ Association
(MVA). “Such killings of civilians are in
contravention of international humanitarian law,
which promotes respect for civilians and prohibits
reprisals and summary executions of those not
actively engaged in the conflict,” the group said.
Political parties and the National Human Rights
Commission have also condemned the murder.

Help needed

It has just been two months since Raj Kumar Rai
was told by his doctor that he had a blood disease
that needed a bone marrow transplant.

Since then, the world of this 24-year-old car
mechanic has fallen apart. He had started feeling

weak and bleeding from the mouth, and DB Karki, a
doctor at Kathmandu Medical College diagnosed him
with aplastic anemia for which there is no treatment
available in Nepal. “He urgently needs a bone marrow
transplant, and that can only be done in India. If
properly treated, he could lead a normal life,” Karki
told us. Rai's family of three brothers are working to
collect the money required for the treatment, which is
estimated at Rs 700,000. The family has appealed to
donors.

Nepal beat South Africa in U-19

Nepal beat cricket powerhouse South Africa in the U-
19 World Cup Cricket on Wednesday in Bangladesh,
boosting its chances to rise up the rankings.

The Nepali team took on Uganda in Group B
Thursday, and a win may vault the team into the
Super League. The Nepali teenagers lost by eight
wickets to England in the opening game of the
tournament. But Wednesday'’s win against Test-
playing South Africa is a great morale booster. The
two countries now have equal points in the tally.

Nepal must score a convincing win against
Uganda, or South Africa must either lose to England
on Friday. “Let's pray history will not repeat itself,”
Binaya Raj Pandey of the Cricket Association Nepal
(CAN) told Nepalnews.com. In the last World Cup,
Nepal was also in a similar predicament, winning a
match each with Pakistan. But Pakistan beat England
and Nepal had a low run rate.
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KHADGA SINGH

early half of the development
N projects in the country are

either grinding to a halt or
have been suspended. The money
meant for them, much of it from
foreign aid, is unspent.

The government and Nepal’s
donors say they will use the next
meeting of the Nepal Development
Forum in April to put on their
thinking caps about what to dowith
the unspent budget.

Oneidea the donors are pushing
is to disburse money, even if it is in

Maoist-affected areas and could get

in the hands of the rebels. They
argue that the people are in desperate
situations vis-a-vis education, health
and food and need urgent help. The
government is understandably not
keen on the idea, but officials say
they are open to discussing it to find
asuitable compromise.

Ata meeting last week, Prime
Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa
instructed officials to come up with
ideas about how to speed up
implementation of projects so the
money can be spent. Officials who
attended the meeting at the
National Planning Commission told

us that the prime minister was

aid or first aid?

How to spend money when a war is going on

A Maoist banner proclaiming
the eighth anniversary of the
insurgency adorns a
suspension bridge in
Sindhupalchok last week.

DHRUBA BASNET

unusually blunt after finding out
half of the development projects
were not on schedule or had to be
abandoned. In the last fiscal year,
thirty percent of the development
budget was never disbursed,
although the people needed the
resources desperately.

“We have kept the issue open
for discussion during the NDF
meet,” the NPC’s Shankar Sharma
said. “The donors may have
something on their minds. Wewill
listen to each other and then decide
on the new modalities for
disbursement.”

The government is happy that
despite the insurgency and poor
performance of projects, donors
haven’t really slashed their budgets
or pulled out. “Wewill notabandon
Nepal atits hour of need, and donors
should not,” David Wood, head of
the British aid agency DfID said in
an interview.

But this euphoria among
officials may be short-lived. Donor
officials say their patience is wearing
thin: both with the sluggish progress

in development work as well as the

stalemate in the peace and
parliamentary process. They
reluctantly agreed to the World
Bank’s $70 million budgetary
support in November, but with
strict conditions that democracy be
restored and the peace process
restarted. At the Finance Ministry,
officials are happy that there have
been commitments of more than Rs
13 billion from donors for the
current fiscal year.

Bilateral and multilateral donors
are now egging the government to
consider involving Maoists in
developmentand, if need be, in the
rebels’ strongholds. “You are trapped
in between,” said Rudiger Wenk of
the European Commission
delegation in Kathmandu. “Thatis
why you need to have an
arrangement so that the work can
go ahead smoothly.” The EC has
different programs worth $70
million. The funds have to be spent
between 2000-2006.

One of the biggest bilateral
donors, DAID, believes Nepal needs
anew development model to suit
the special circumstances. The
agency has been spending Rs 3
billion in Nepal annually and thinks
assistance programs should be
implemented at the village level for
social justice and elimination of
discrimination.

“Given the situation Nepal isin,
itneeds a development model that
is different from what it used to be
before 1996,” DAID’s Wood says.
The agency plans to increase its
annual assistance to Nepal to Rs 6.5
billion by 2007. “We are already

working toward the direction of a

Melamchi in

changed development model.”

But even if donors wish to
make direct delivery at the village
level, development projects will be
caught between the Maoists and
the government. Both sides will
create problems for projects
implemented by the other. “If the
donors reach an understanding
with rebels, security agencies will
be suspicious, and vice-versa,” one
aid official who did not want to be
named told us. “And the
government may be worried the
Maoists will take credit for donor-
aided projects that are successful
in theirareas.”

Some donors have informally
taken the government’s permission
to get projects implemented
without using the government
network. The German aid agency
GTZ and the UN’s World Food
Program have decided to launch
food security and rehabilitation
projects in 15 village development
committees of Rukum and Rolpa.
WEP’s Quick Impact Program’ has
been going in seven conflict-ridden
and food deficit districts.

Even while it claims that it is
sidelining the Maoists, the
government understands that
without development projects in
the most needy areas, the number
of Maoist sympathisers will not
decrease significantly. Therefore, it
isin the mood to revise the entire
gamut of development project
issues through a discussion with
donors. And that is probably what
will dominate the agenda for the
Nepal Development Forum in

April. @

a mess again

After years of slow motion, the Melamchi project has finally ground to a

complete halt. The ambitious $464

million scheme to bring glacial melt

water to parched Kathmandu through a 28km tunnel is Nepal's biggest

infrastructure project, and authorities
Maoist threats.

say it is now on hold because of

Officials from the Melamchi Water Supply Project (MWSP) said their
staff had to return to Kathmandu this week after Maoists ordered them to
stop work. “The Maoists pasted notices on walls, and we just can't
compromise on the safety of our staff,” one official said. Although Maoist

activity has delayed work, this is the
forced the project to stop.

