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e have now given up trying to believe that the two sides in this
country’s mad conflict ever want to stop fighting. Oh yes, they’ll
talk about peace, about “maximum flexibility” and how they don’t

believe in a military solution. They may suspend the slaughter tempo-
rarily over the holidays, but nothing longterm. It is as if their very exist-
ence now depends on extending the conflict--the military so it can bolster
its strength, and the rebels because if the killings stop people they may
turn against them. The palace doesn’t want to compromise, and the
comrades think forcing the people to live through this nightmare is the
only way to realise their discredited utopian dream.

But if they don’t want to stop the war, the least they can do is fight it
according to the rules. There are laws enshrined in international charters
that bind both state and non-state belligerents: if you must kill each other,
go ahead, but don’t kill unarmed civilians, don’t summarily execute
anyone (not even an enemy combatant) after capture, allow family
members unhindered access to detainees, don’t disappear people.

This is a dirty war, and impunity is rife. The guilty may be identified,
but they are never caught and punished. The kill rate may have gone
down this year compared to 2003, but the fall in fatalities is more than
compensated by the extreme brutality of the murders—merciless

butchery that would make Dasai sacrifices look humane. Dozens of
nails are hammered into a victim’s skull one by one, decapitation in
front of family, severing of limbs, multiple rape and the desecration of
dead bodies.

And if there is a fate worse than death for relatives of victims, it is the
disappearance of their dear ones, the prolonged and dead-end uncer-
tainty of not knowing where they are, whether they are dead or alive.

It is not that we did not know all this was happening around us. Some
of these atrocities have been chronicled in these pages in recent years.
But the Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports
released this week puts it in perspective, telling the tale of a population
caught in the vice of war. “Neither the government nor the Maoists are
particularly concerned with the protection of civilians while they fight
this dirty war,” says the HRW report while documenting cases of extra-
judicial executions.

The rebels are outlaws, we don’t expect much from them. But a state
can’t say ‘they started it first’, ‘they are worse’, or ‘they also do it to us’. A
state party allowed by law to legitimately carry arms must answer to the
laws of the land and international statutes to which Nepal is signatory.

The HRW report, Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Civilians
Struggle to Survive in Nepal’s Civil War, documents individual horror that
adds up to a shocking national tragedy. (See p 8-9) The report recom-
mends an early signing of a Human Rights Accord and its monitoring by
the National Human Rights Commission. Abuse and impunity is no longer
a fringe phenomenon, it is the core of this war. Reducing it will afford
some protection to ordinary citizens, and may help lay the groundwork for
a future peace process. It will not end the war, it may not end the viola-
tions, it will not end the despair and grief, but it will be a first step.
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Thanks to Naresh Newar for that comprehensive tour de horizon of the
Chitrakar clan’s contribution to Nepali art (‘Giving their art and soul’,
#216). Just for the record, there are two tiny corrections to an otherwise
flawless piece. The original Chitrakar who accompanied Jang Bahadur
to England and France in 1850 was Bhaju Macha Chitrakar and not
Bhaju Ratna Chitrakar. And my grandfather, Tej Bahadur Chitrakar,
accompanied Chandra Shumshere to England in 1908 and not 1905.

Madan Chitrakar, Kathmandu

�����������
���

There is a line in Marike Heppe’s Nepali Pan piece (‘My second time’,
#215) where she says ‘All this despite all the hardships that have piled
up because of the Insurgency’. The condition in rural nepal was the
same before insurgency and the fight Maoists have been putting
up all these years is to close the economic gap between these
poor villagers and Kathmanduites. The economic engine has
slowed down only in urban areas due to insurgency but the rural
area there has been no major economic impact because the poor
have always been ignored. They were neglected before, and they
are still neglected, nothing has changed for them. Even if the
Maoists lose this war it will have made lot of people aware of the
problem beyond Kathmandu. I hope the lawmakers can now focus
more on these problems once the house is restored instead of
only paving the road leading to their houses in Kathmandu.

Kiran Thapa, email

������

I am struck by an uncanny biblical parallel: wasn’t it the prophet
Daniel who saw the writing on the wall and warned his king of impending
doom?

Our very own Daniel Lak has now rightly warned us of the great ruin
that awaits us when the Big One strikes (‘The Big One’, #215). The
sudden interest shown even by my otherwise unconcerned daughter,
among many others, is an  indication that Lak’s readers have got the
message about the dangers posed by earthquakes in Nepal. We can’t
prevent earthquakes, but we can be better prepared, and community
organisations under NSET-Nepal have been set up for just that. It would
be good if the media took time off from reporting beauty contests,
fashion parades and changa chaits to see the excellent work that
has been going on in disaster preparedness and mitigation.

Bibhuti Man Singh
Ward 17 Disaster Mgmt Committee, Chhetrapati

����������

C K Lal in his State of the State column seems to give more
importance to the street protests in the name of so-called ‘regres-
sion’ than the Maoists problem (‘Blind alley’, #216). I think the
present government represents a majority of the political parties
and it should receive cooperation from all sections of the society
including the ones chanting slogans against ‘regression’. Lal
seems to be exhorting parties in streets to conduct more bandas,
jams, torch-rallies, tyre-burning activities etc where the right to
demonstrate and speak of the agitators are upheld while common
citizens’ right to movement is curtailed via hours of traffic jams and
prohibition to enter many parts of the capital where demonstra-
tions occur. Lal should appreciate the present government and its
allies for trying to create a favourable environment to hold peace
talks. The only way out of the present political stalemate is the
free and fair election of the house than its restoration.

Bikendra Shamsher Thapa
Kathmandu

��CK Lal is sounding like a broken record. When are you going to
take him off his high horse so he can stop his self-righteous
pontificating? Now, it is restoration of parliament just so that his mentor,
Girija Prasad Koirala, can get back to power. King Gyanendra had
to take the October Fourth move because the political parties
were taking the country down the path of complete ruin. Now the
same people are burning cars on the streets and blocking roads
so they can go back to their antics—all in the name of democracy.
Give me a break.

Gyan Subba, email

�����������	��

I was wondering what are Charitraheen Chelis are doing these days?
They were conspicously quite during Tij, the ultimate celebration of
Nepali womanhood. I waited with bated breath, but alas they have
chosen to keep quiet. After all, Bandana Rana spoke eloquently about
Tij (‘Tij with Bandana’,  #214) and her views made more sense to me
than any other definition of Tij I had ever heard in my life. And one
letter writer in the next issue chose to misinterpret it as Rana possibly
having ‘some personal prejudice against marriage and husband’.

Charitraheen Chelis, where are you when we need you? Why do you
keep mum when we need you?

Sanjana Shrestha, New Road

��	��������

I just want add to the views expressed by Bhola Thapa regarding about
the operation of a Qantas subsidiary based on Singapore flying
Singapore-Nepal sector with a view to providing a connection to/from
Australia ‘We are all waiting for a truce’, #216).  It would be conveninent
for tens of thousands of Nepali diaspora in Australia to travel back and
forth to Nepal.  At the same time, it would also provide a faster passage
to Nepal for many thousand Nepalis from the most parts of the US.
This makes such good business sense, I wonder why many airlines
haven’t acted upon it yet.

Santosh Aryal, Sydney
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harles Shobhraj came into the dingy visiting area
at the Central Jail in Bagh Darbar where he is
serving a life sentence. He had agreed to speak

to Nepali Times, but only about the Kathmandu District
Court’s verdict that he had indeed killed an American
tourist in the Valley 30 years ago. He wore a woollen
cap, not his trademark baseball cap, and had a pen
hanging around his neck.

“Sobhraj does not speak much to other inmates
and spends most of the time reading and writing on a
computer in his cell. He behaves normally,” said
caretaker Santosh Karki, “and he has not been acting
over-smart either.” A computer and a tv set in his cell
keep him engaged, and he likes to speak about
international politics with jail authorities. They say
Sobhraj’s visitors include his lawyers and officials
from the French Embassy. The alleged criminal, who
has become something of a celebrity, has been
requesting for a transfer to Nakkhu Jail because he
believes he would be more comfortable there.

Jail warden Bhoj Raj Sibakoti recalls that Sobhraj
seemed quite confident he would win his case and be
freed. “But after the court gave the guilty verdict, his
confidence seems to have been broken,” Sibakoti
adds. There was anger in Charles Shobhraj’s voice
when he spoke to Nepali Times, and most of it was
directed against the Nepali court system. Excerpts of
the exclusive interview:

��
���
 ��!" How are you feeling these days?
How would you feel if you were sentenced without trial?
There was no witness to prove me guilty. Page 12 of the
court’s judgement says that it was not necessary to call the
witnesses because the case is 29 years old. This is an
illegal decision. I can’t believe such a decision can take
place in today’s world.

So, what do you do now?
On 27 September, my French lawyers filed a complaint at
the United Nations Human Rights Commission secretariat in
Geneva about my illegal detention. Nepal has made
international commitments on human rights and civic rights.
It has also signed the Vienna Convention. How can a
country make such a judicial decision when it has so many
international commitments?

Do you thing the appeal will be granted?
I am confident, and that is what makes me feel better.

And what about your appeal at the Appellate Court?
That is a different chapter (dismissively). The judiciary does
not work here.

What are you doing these days?
I am writing. I have a computer in my cell.

What are you writing?
I won’t tell you. Now, listen, all I have to say is about the
judiciary here (visibly angry). I am shocked by the state of
judiciary here. Can you see such a thing happening in India?

Are you writing an article ... or an autobiography?
Sorry, no go.

How is your health?
I am fine but the environment in the jail is not. They keep
nine people in one cell as if they were fish in a can.

You have always been unruffled, but you look kind of
agitated.
With the kind of judicial system here, you can be 1,000
percent sure to lose your cool. I know I have a strong case
and I can win (very angry).

Do you still maintain that this was your first visit to
Nepal, and that you were never here 30 years ago?
This was the first time I came here. I never came here
before.

What was the purpose of your visit?
I came here to prepare a documentary on Nepali handicraft
for a French company.

Which company?
I will not name it.

(Navin Singh Khadka)

NARENDRA SHRESTHA
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HERE AND THERE
Daniel Lak
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END OF THE ROAD: Retired Dutch
diplomat, Herman Knippenberg,
poses with Sobhraj evidence that he
had collected over the past two
decades, at his home in Wellington
in New Zealand the day after Sobhraj
was arrested in Kathmandu last year
(left). Victims Henk Bintanja and
Cornelia Hemker (right) and Sobhraj
with Leclerc in 1976.

�
����	��2��	
�����������
,�����.&��������� !0�

���������	������������
����������������	�����(���
��$������������������	����&����
��������������������������������
���������>�8�����)��$��������
����������	�������9�'����������
����������������������������
�����������������������	����
&����.������������	���+��$
'	��������# �������	���	�
�	����
-���
	��+��$����#0�����������
����������	�����������'���$�$�

2�����������"�&��������� !0�
��	�������������������	�������	��
�����������������%�����
����
��������������	�����������$��
	��	������������������������
��������������$���$��������������
�����	����������.,�	������	
��
����������������������
	������
����	����������������������
�	���������	��������������������
��
������	�������	�������������	�
������	������$�

�������
����� !:����������
�����	�����	����	����	
����������
?	������%��	

�������	��� @A����
'���$�$.������������
	���,
��
&�����������������
$���������
�	��)�������

�����	�����������#
�����������	���

������������
����	������	������
������
	�����1��$	������$�
&������������8+���������������
�����	���	���������	�������
�
�������
�����,�	�����	��������
���������������	����	���������$
�	�����������

�����	�������	�
	��9�(��������)���

����

������
	������	��������.
-����	����	�
�	�����B��	�.
,������1��
����������C������
�	�����	����������������	��
,����-����������##���������	��
�����������������������������
�������

'�������	�����	��������
�������������	������������������
�
�������
�	�����	��	����	��
�	��	�������������������������
�	�������	��'���$�$�����������
,����	��	��
������@�&��������
� !0�����������������	��������
&���������
�������	����		���
������������1��
������������
���������������	���	��	������
�
��������������,������������
�����������2��	
�������#C
&������������������������

	��
�������������������-���	�������
'���/	���

5�������������	���������
2��	���
	�����	�
������	�������
���������������	��B������ !"�
�����	��3�
	���
����
����������
������
������2����

��	��
��������	���������������1��
���

������������	������������
�	������
	�������	��	�����������
�����	������������������
'���$�$������������2��������
����������������
��������
��������������)���	��	������
�	����$��������	�	����
	��
��	���	�������
��������	3
����
�����������	.�	�������
���	�	���
������	���������	����

'��������������������	�
<�����������	������)��
���������
�������������$�	�����	���%�����

�������������.������	��	�����
��������������������3���:�������	�
%���&�
�	)��2	������	
�����B����
� @"�������������������	�
������
�����
������������������+�
����
����������������	��6������
�	�������������:.��������������
���	�	����3����	�	������2��	
���
������������
�������������
����
�����	���3����	����;������
	��

����
$�������	����������
�  !�������	������������������
��������2��	�������������������	��
�����3�	�����������������

��	����������������������	�
���	��	���	��,��������������	���
8��������������6����
��)�����
����
�	��9����������8������
����	�
��������������������������
��������	�����	������
�������������
������	�������	���������
�����
������

������	�����	����������
����������������������3�������
6	����������������$	

����������
������
������������
	������0:
����������
�������������$���	��
�	��	����	
�9

�������������
	�����������
������	3�������	���������������
=��	�������

	����������	
��	���	�
�����	�����;����������	��������
���%���
�	���		��
�����������
��	�����������	�$���������
$���	��
�����$������	�$�����������
������	����
���	����	���
���
	����

	$����������	�
�$	

�����������	�
�����	���	���

	���������
������
���	�������	�����������$�
<3�������	���	������������������
���������������������	������
������������

����������������������������������
�����	��,���	��D�'��$�	�������  :��
�������
��������
������
��$	�����

�����	
	����E�

�������	����
�����������
����5�	����������F���	�����B�
����	����
�����
	���<����������-����	���������������
�������%���
	��������

������������/���
����
��������������
�
#::�:::�������	���
���	��
����������

���	�����
����
��
�����
	�������
5�	���

�����������������������
�	������/	����	��
���������������2���������������������
-������������	�����������������
����
������������������������������������
�

	$��'	

�6������������

2���+�.'��	��������������
�����	
���
�������	����	��������
������	�����������

�
�������
��������
�����������������������
��������������������������������
���������
����������������$�����	������
�

���������������������$�����	��
�3����	������������������,���	���
��

��������
��)������	����������4��
	��
��4����	������$�������������������	��

��	�����,������������������������
���������������������
�������	��
�����
��
	$����2������B�����������������
+�.'���������������	��-�
	���	��

2�������������������������#::��
<���������������������
������������
���������������������������	���4��
	��
���	��������������	�������,���	���
������	���$�����������������������'��
-�����������	���	������,���	���
����������������
��	��	����	��
����������������������������		�������$�
�������	����	�����������������������
��
���%������	������������,
�G����
$	

�����	��)�������+�.')����2��	

'����	�����	����������������,�	���

�������	����������������������	���
%�������5��	�����������"0�:::������

���������	�������	�����������������2��
4��������#::0��������������	����������$�
����������	��	�����(�������

,��������3��������	�����	��
��������,
�	��
�����H��2���)�����������,���	���
������	����������	������$������	

�����
�������������-�����	���
	$��B	����������
�'B�������	�	�����

��������	������������
��
�������
$�������������������������	��
���,���	���

�����������	��	����������������
�������
	�5��������	������)���	���������
����	�
���������������������������
�����	

�
�����
���	���	����
	$�������������2���
-����
����	���������
��������$�������
�������������������,���	�����������
����	�	���4��
	��������������	����	�
���	���%���
��������������������	��������	��
�������	�����
�����	��,���	����������

����	����	��
�������������

��
������	���	�����������	����������$��	��
����������������6�����������B����	�
���������������	�����������,���	��
�
�������	����

*������
����$����	������������������
����	����������������������	������
5�	�����������������	��	���������������
�����	���������

����$�������	���������
�������������������

�������������
���������
�����	�����	������
����	�
�����
	$����������,���	����������
���	�������	
	���	��������	�������������
,���	����������

���������������������)����������+�.'
�	���������������$�	��,���	����%������
�
��4��
	�����������)��������

���������
��������'���������	

	����������
��	�
,�	���<����������1��	��,���	��������,��
�����������������������������������	�
��������������	�����	��
��������

�
���������������������� �������

!



� 8 - 14 OCTOBER 2004 ��������	�


���������
����������	
���

���
�
�
���
�
�������������
�
����
������������
�����

�������
�����������������
�
����������������
�������������
���
������������
��������
�������
�
������������
�����������
����
�������
���
���

� ��
����
���
����������!���
�
������������"���#�����
����
���

$�������#�������	��
�
%��
���$�������
�����
�
�&�
���������'(��
������
��
���������������#��������
������

�����#���������������������
)*+',�"���������
������$���#
����
��������������
����
����
�����������)-���
��
����
$�����
�����
����
�	
����.
�
��
����
��������
�����)/
"������������"
��
������
��

����
��������"��

��
�
#
�����
��
���"���
���
�
�������
���#�����������������

������"�������%����
��

�
�����
��
+��+�
�#��$0
�
"
��
���%��
���
�������������
�������������"���������������
���
�������1������
�����$��

����
�����2
��
���
��
�
�
�"������
���!�
�����
����
��������3����

����1��
�
��������

	
0� ��
��"����
��"
�����
�
�����
��
+��+�
�#��������4�


��
�������-����������������

�
�&�
�����������
��
��������������������
�5���������
����
���
#������

�����������
��������
�������
��������
�������#�
��
����

6����5
���������7
"��������������
�������������

�
����#�
����#������������
�
��
�������������
�&�
���������!�
�

���2
���
��
����������
��
����#�
��
��
�������
��
��
�������������
���
�������
���
���
������
���
������
��
��
��
�������
�������
����
�����
8
��������������������1����
��
2�
�����2�
�
���
���
��
���
��9
:%���
��������������
�����

��
�������������
��������#����
�������������������
����#�
�������;���

������������������
����������������

�����������������

������� �� �	�
��	�

in DHARAN

Why did you quit the Maoists?
People are killed like animals. We had to threaten and frighten people
to make them listen to us. We had to tell lies, saying that we were
taking over the country and that we had done well for 85 percent of the
downtrodden. Once I realised that nothing was going to be
accomplished by all this, I decided to leave.

What was the situation of the party?
After the killings escalated, everyone was scared and tried to run away.
We didn’t have enough weapons and lived in constant fear that
somewhere, somehow the security forces would kill us. Now in Bhojpur
there are less than 150 ‘whole timers’, most of them have left. Even the
ones who remain are looking for the opportune time to leave the
Maoists and surrender. The activists have become like trapped
animals—if you’re a rebel, it’s at the risk of losing your life.

But the Maoists still control the villages, don’t they?
It only seems like that because the security forces haven’t been able to
reach these places. The Maoists have been intimidating villagers with
their weapons and death threats.

What are you planning to do now that you have left the Maoists?
I am going to India to find work there. Here it’s difficult to survive once
you abandon the Maoists as they will hunt you down and execute you.
It will be safer in India.
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How does Nepal compare with other human rights hot spots where  you
have worked?
What is disturbing about Nepal is that although it is a relatively low-intensity
conflict in terms of the daily fighting that goes on, it is extremely deadly. A
lot of civilians are caught up and are casualties, or are being disappeared.
This is a conflict that has a very high impact on the civilian population. It is
a difficult guerrilla war where it is hard to find the Maoist rebels, so a lot of
times civilians get caught in the middle.

How different are the abuses committed by the two sides?
The kind of abuses committed by the Maoists and the government are very
different in nature. What we find on the Maoist side is a very targeted
campaign against certain categories of people like landowners, people who
refuse to pay extortion demands people they perceive as spies and then
there are peaceful political opponents from the RPP to the Congress and
other political parties. They are extremely brutal in their methods that they
use to control their areas. We have documented many killings by the
Maoists which are basically demonstration killings: they are used to
demonstrate to the population what happens when you oppose them.
Particularly when the Maoists start targeting teachers and peaceful political
opponents in the areas under their control, we get very concerned about
their commitment to very basic issues of democracy and human rights.

And the security forces?
On the military side we find an army relatively unprepared and untrained to
deal with the kind of military challenges they face. Travelling through Nepal
from the east to the west, it becomes obvious how difficult it is to deal with an
insurgency movement like the Maoists. We found that the army and the
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19 June, 2003

Around 10:30 PM a group of men who identified themselves as
Maoists came to the village of Bhandariya and rounded up about 14
men. They were taken to a spot along the main dirt road and tied up
‘chicken-style’, in a squatting position with their arms looped under
their knees and tied up behind their ears. Villagers, including family
members and children, were gathered around, watching. The
Maoists shouted at the men, claiming that they had passed
information against the Maoists to the army. Among other things, the
Maoists said: “Three of our comrades were killed. We are fighting
for you and you dare betray us.” The villagers believe that this was
a reference to an army ambush near their village in which some
Maoists, including a senior commander had been killed. Half an hour,
later some of the men were released. The Maoists took away four
men: Jahara Sheikh, Triveni Prasad Baniya, Shaijad Ali Sheik and
Chet Prasad Sharma. Shortly thereafter, villagers heard the sound
of gunfire from the fields. They formed a search group, and found
the bodies. All four had been shot and their legs and arms had been
broken. Villagers noticed what looked like burn marks on Baniya’s
body. His foot had been twisted around completely. Jahara Sheikh
had bullet wounds in his forehead and his temple. His eye had come
out of its socket with the force of the bullet. One of the four men
survived the shooting, although he spent six months recovering in
Bheri Zonal Hospital. He is still unable to walk properly. (HRW
report)

)�- ��
4 Feburary, 2004

Devi Sunuwar of Kabhre was a witness to an extra-judicial
execution by government forces and gave statements to journalists
and human rights workers. Within days, her daughter, a 15-year-old
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unified command troops keep going into villages and the next
day you read that a group of Maoists were killed in an
encounter but when you go and investigate, those people were
actually captured, they were under full control of the army and
were later executed. And this is not Maoist propaganda that we
are passing on, we actually went out and researched many of
these cases, talked to many civilians and we found many cases
in which Maoists were executed after they were captured. And
that’s a war crime, it is a very clear violation of the Geneva
Convention and it is going on all over Nepal. I was just in Banke
where there was an encounter last week in which two civilians
were killed. They were part of a larger group which also included
some suspected Maoists that were detained by the army.

Is the situation getting better or worse in your assessment?
Clearly there was a tremendous amount of human rights
violations when the army was first deployed and the state of
emergency was declared. Hundreds of people are still missing
from that period and there are strong indications that many of
those people were killed in army custody at places like the
Chisapani barracks. The government has completely failed to
investigate abuses by the army from that period and many of
the commanding officers from those barracks continue to serve
in relatively high positions in the army, which I think sends a
message of impunity both to the army and to the population,
which is fully aware of those who were involved. The situation
has changed since that early deployment of the army, but there
is still a high level of very serious abuses. Especially the

number of summary executions being carried out by the army
are just absolutely unacceptable.

Do you think Nepal is capable of resolving the crisis by
itself?
Nepal can’t resolve this crisis by itself and it desperately needs
the help of the international community. Nepali politicians
have failed the people, the palace has failed in its duty, the
security forces have failed and for sure the Maoists do not
provide an attractive alternative if we judge them by their
actions. It is important that the international community is
unified in pressuring all sides in this conflict and bringing an
end to the abuses, which are very much at the base of the
conflict. Both the Maoists and the security forces are targeting
and using civilians in their war effort. But what we see is a  deep
split within the international community. There are some like
the European community which have taken a strong stance
against the abuses by the government but they have been
hampered to some extent by the much greater silence on the
part of the US and, to a lesser extent, the Indian Embassy,
which are major players in the country. States providing
weapons must pressurise the Nepali government to abide by its
commitments under international human rights and
humanitarian laws, the Geneva Conventions.

Has international spotlighting helped reduce abuse?
The Nepal government is concerned and it tried hard last year
at the United Nations Commission on Human Rights to defend

ECONOMIC SENSE
Artha Beed
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its actions. Appropriations from the US earmarked for the
Royal Nepali Army will now only be released if the Secretary of
State certifies that it is complying promptly with habeas corpus
orders and cooperating with the National Human Rights
Commission in giving unimpeded access to places of
detention. Although, the Secretary of State may waive these
requirements if he determines that to do so is in US interests.

The international community must continue to be more
involved and press the government to abide by its stated
commitments. But it is also important for it to be united and
have a strong stance on the abuses of human rights by both
the Maoists and the government: not just broad statements but
reacting to specific incidents, such as the recent call by the
Maoists to close private schools which is having a tremendous
impact on education all through the country as well as specific
incidents of killing by the security forces. Help must be given
to the National Human Rights Commission to monitor the
conflict. Human rights abuses are no longer a side part of the
conflict, but is integral to it and helps perpetuate it.

And what is your recommendation to the Maoists?
They should immediately stop abductions, torture and killing
of civilians and comply with international humanitarian law.
They must ensure that the rights to freedom of opinion,
expression and association are safeguarded in areas under
their effective control and stop punishing people for exercising
these rights. They must also stop forcing entire communities to
attend political indoctrination programs.

�������
���������������
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KUMAR SHRESTHA

ALL PICS: HRW

Dalit school girl named Maina Sunuwar, was accused of providing
food to Maoists and was taken away by security forces. Since Devi
was not home at that time, the soldiers left a message with her
husband, asking Devi to come to the barracks to secure the release of
their child. But when she went to the army, she was told that her
daughter was not in custody. When the Human Rights Watch asked the
army  about Maina’s whereabouts, it insisted that an inquiry had been
ordered and that the girl was not in army custody. It claimed that Devi
Sunuwar was a liar who had lied about her niece’s execution and was
now lying about her daughter’s disappearance. Yet in April 2004, Devi
was finally told by an international agency that her daughter was killed
by security forces on the very day that she was taken into custody, a
fact later confirmed to Human Rights Watch by the local district
administration. Not only had the army denied the arrest when
questioned by the Human Rights Watch, soldiers have been visiting the
family’s house regularly since then. Frightened by these visits and
fearing another arrest and murder, the Sunuwar family left their home
and are now forced to earn a living as migrant labourers. Currently,
soldiers are still turning up, questioning neighbors about the family.
(HRW report)

����	���
15 Feburary, 2004

Ganesh Chiluwal, a 35-year-old father of two, was gunned down in
broad daylight by the Maoists for his work advocating on behalf of the
victims of Maoist abuses. Chiluwal was an active member of the
Nepali Congress and in 1998 he had been attacked by Maoists in his
home village for his party activities. He was cut all over his body,
leading to three months of hospitalisation. After this experience, he
founded the Maoist Victims Association, an NGO working to help
civilians who had been victimized in different ways by the Maoists. As
part of this work, Chiluwal spoke out openly against the abuses
suffered by the people who sought his organisation’s support.

The Maoists started threatening Chiluwal directly. He received
threats to his life through letters, faxes and telephone calls. His family
asked him to stop, they knew from his first experience that the Maoists
could be very brutal in their assaults. On 15 February 2004, as
Chiluwal was leaving his office in Kathmandu, two Maoists on
motorbikes fired five rounds of bullets into him.  He collapsed and died
almost instantly. The Maoists have since claimed responsibility for
Chiluwal’s murder, even posting his murder as a success on their
website, Krishna Sen Online. (HRW report)
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The Faces of Time and the Colours of
Sensibility is on exhibit at the Siddhartha

Art Gallery the whole of October before
moving on to Pokhara. 4218048
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icky, as his family and friends fondly knew the late
Captain Wangdi Lama, died young in the line of duty.
Where others would have opted out, Micky had the

courage to chose to do his duty.
I met Micky years back in a daal-bhat evening with family

and friends. I recall him strumming his guitar and singing a
popular folk song. He impressed me as a talented young man
with a radiant smile, full of enthusiasm, out to win the world and

looking forward to
everything good in life.
Unfortunately the
happiness and radiance
he spread to all those

around him was to be short-lived. Micky died in July 2000 when
the Twin Otter he was flying crashed into the mountains near
Dhangadi.

On the fourth anniversary of Micky’s death, a
commemorative CD, Samarpan Timima was released before a
gathering of family and friends. The album is a collection of
nine songs written in dedication to the memory of her son by
Micky’s mother, Manju Lama. They are moving expressions of
the themes of life and living, memory and uncertainty, sorrow
and longing, journey and grief. The album consists of music
composed by Nhyoo Bajracharya, Raju Lama, Uday Sotang,

Suresh Kumar, Shreya Sotang and
sung by Sukmit Gurung, Raju
Lama, Uday and Manila Sotang,
Shreya Sotang, and Nhyoo
Bajracharya.

The lead song, Badal pari ko
deshma indreniko bheshma, is a
moving tribute by a mother to
her son, which touched the

�����������	
�������

hearts of all at the launch ceremony at the Radisson Hotel last
month.

 ‘In the county beyond the clouds, dressed in rainbow hues,
   …shine forever amidst the moon and stars…’

To the slow and gentle beat of Tamang selo, Raju Lama’s
powerful voice penetrated the hall with the song Bharosa
chhaina jiwanko lamenting at the uncertainly of life:

‘Life is uncertain; it may be today or tomorrow,
   Let us live merrily, we all leave eventually’

Melodious Bhagyale satayo, karmale ruwayo played in the
background and sung by Manila Sotang reminds us of the
vicissitudes of life:

‘Fate has troubled me, destiny has given me tears,
   Oh, lord how you have subjected me to this lot,

   gave me laughter for a while, tears for life
   left me neither to live nor to die’

A mother’s painful reflection on the irreconcilable and
untimely loss of her son is felt in all the songs:

‘Incomplete life and its unfinished story,
   life is but an ever-flowing river’

(Apuro jiwan ko adhuro kahani)

 ‘I try to express my sorrow with trembling lips,
  i try to write the pain, words are lost’

(“Pokhna khojchhu byathaharu”)

The musicians rendering of Manju Lama’s songs are
deeply moving. Micky himself dabbled in verse and had written
chilling reflections on life and death with seemingly prophetic
lines before his death:

There wasn’t much that I could have given
 For things I have shared
 But have moments hidden,
 Like down in the deepest seas.

   Where mystery’s of it has still to be opened
    Even if one may find it
    in time to come by.
    It will still be hard to tell
    what happened when and where?
    at a particular time
    when the clock stopped ticking there.

    Like a rock shall I stand,
    and as quietest as the oceans can be.
    It will all be here,
    But in our memory. “

Micky died as he lived, a wonderful friend and human
being, a worthy son, and a dedicated flyer who tried to do
everything he did to the best of his abilities.

Prem Subba works for the UN in Suva, Fiji
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MUSIC
Prem Subba
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Arjun Gyawali in Himal Khabarpatrika, 2-16 Oct

Five years ago, an American political analyst warned India about the
Nepali Maoists’ growing influence in the region, but India did not take it
seriously. The analyst had said that their growing power would affect
about 10 Indian states where the Maoist struggle has been going on for
decades. The analyst further warned that in a couple of decades, the
Maoist revolution would affect the whole nation and ultimately India
would become a communist country.

The analysis also mentioned that China would become a
superpower in less than two-and-a-half decades. China’s political
ambition is to spread communism and there are reasons to believe that
China may not hesitate to support the Maoists once they gain more
influence. In all probability, both countries—large in size and
population—would then be able to spread communism around the
world. “This is why it is necessary for India to support Nepal in controlling
the Maoists,” the American analyst added. This issue has caused serious
concern for the US government, which is why Assistant Foreign
Secretary Christina Rocca, responsible for South Asian affairs, had
frequently travelled to Kathmandu and New Delhi to press India to take
the analysis seriously. India still didn’t consider the Maoists a threat—
until now.

That India has changed its perspective on the Maoists is evident
from its attitude towards the Maoist leaders, who no longer consider
India a safe haven. The Maoist Central Committee decided to move
their underground base from India to Nepal during their last meeting.
This clearly indicates that they have lost all hope of using India as a
refuge. This might be the main reason why the rebel leaders are
pushing for peace talks with the government.

There has been confusion over the Maoist statements. First they
refused to talk peace with the present government, stating, ‘We will not
be having talks with servants of the old regime but with their master and
through international mediation.’ Less than a week later, Krishna
Bahadur Mahara changed this to, ‘Peace talks are possible if the
government removes the terrorist tag and creates a proper environment.’
The question is, why did the rebels change their statement so quickly?

Obviously, the Maoists will never raise the issue of peace talks until
they are under immense pressure, in which India has a big role. Mahara
raised the issue of talks when Indian ministers from eight States were
meeting with an agenda focused on Nepal’s Maoist conflict and its
effect on India. The State ministers held the meeting soon after Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba returned from his official visit to India.
Since then, the Maoists have been lambasting the Indian government
and it is believed that they are preparing a new military model to
counter the Indian action.

As a new strategy to gain international support, the Maoists have
been gradually spreading their political ideals in several European
countries. Their members are already active in Germany and Belgium,
making efforts to secure refugee status for their arrested senior leaders
like Kiran, CP Gajurel, Matrika Yadab, Suresh Ale Magar and other
central level leaders. They had been successful in sending some
German lawyers to Chennai on 24 March for Gajurel’s release. The
rebels had even sought help from a female German lawyer to request
the UNHRC in Geneva to assist in the rebel leaders’ release. The rebels
had also managed to gain active support through American citizen
Arthur Parsi, a member of World’s People’s Resistance.

It is assumed that the Indian government took a stronger stance
against the rebels after finding that the Maoists used India as a base to
establish their links in Switzerland, German, UK, Italy and other
countries in Europe to pressurise India to release their leaders.

��*$��	��+�!
��	���$%�%

“Our party is serious about talks and we are even discussing a ceasefire during Dasai and Tihar.”
A statement signed ‘Prachanda’ which was sent to different media houses on 5 October

“The statement issued in the name of our party chairman Prachanda is forgery and we want to make it clear that
it is the old regime that is trying to create confusion.”
A statement signed with the name ‘Krishna Bahadur Mahara’ as a rejoinder to the first statement on 5 October

“We refute the statement contradicting our central committee decision (that was released by Mahara). The party
has already initiated a process to seek explanations from Mahara and the Comrade of Krishna Sen online.”
A statement with Prachanda’s name in it, issued on 6 October

.��������	�����������	�B
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Top Maoist leaders captured in Patna in May this year being transported
to their jail cells last month. One of them shows a welt in his arm.
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Jana Astha, 6 October

There was a reception at the royal palace at 6:30 PM to celebrate
Princess Himani’s birthday. Later that night, another party was organised
at Hotel Annapurna by the son and daughter-in-law of Ketaki Chester,
daughter of Princess Helen. Prince Paras and Princess Himani attended,
but the prince left before the cake was cut. He headed off to Latin Quarter
at Baber Mahal,where special guests like US Ambassador James Moriarty,
Indian Embassy Press Secretary Sanjay Verma, Prabhakar Shamsher
Rana, Pradip Bikram Rana, Sipradi Trading chief executive officer
Saurya Rana, the ex-chief priest’s son Sidanth Pandey and about 30
others had gathered.

A dinner was hosted at Baber Mahal Revisited around 8:30 PM and
among the special guests were RPP leader Pashupati SJB Rana and his
daughter, Devyani. Around 12:30 AM, a member of royal family arrived
with 15-16 friends on motorcycles, and Devyani and her father ran into the
group. Soldiers in the nearby barracks heard sounds of weeping. Someone
was crying out, calling Devyani ‘Bhauju’.

Soon afterwards, the prince went with his friends to Galaxy Disco at
Hotel Everest, where Mahek Chahal, Indian star of ‘Naya Padosin’ was
performing a dance. In the audience were Prabhakar Shumshere Rana’s
son Siddhartha and his fiancée Nilima Gurung. Also present were Kumar
Gorakh Shumshere and Pradip Bikram Rana with his wife Chhaya.

As Pramod Bikram Rana went to the toilet he saw journalist Sagun
Lawoti, son of RPP leader Padma S Lawoti, soaked in blood after he was
dragged into the bathroom and beaten brutally. The two towels in the
bathroom had been soaked with blood.

When Siddhartha saw Lawoti’s state, he was shocked and started
shouting, “What’s going on here?” But even before he could climb up the
stairs back to the lobby with his fiancée, they were both attacked.
Siddhartha was beaten until his leg was broken. Nilima was also badly
beaten. Pradip Bikram came to their rescue and saved them from being
beaten further. Siddhartha is now in intensive care at his Himalayan
Heights home near Soaltee Hotel. He will not be able to walk normally for
a month. Nilima’s face has been badly bruised and swollen. Lawoti’s nose
has been fractured. Siddhartha has filed a case against his attackers.
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Indian film activists have protested the
country’s censors holding up release of the
award-winning documentary Fahrenheit 9/
11 in Indian cinemas.

“The censor board takes these
senseless decisions because as a body it is
irrelevant and completely behind the
times,” Shuddhabrata Sengupta of the
media and research foundation, Sarai,
said “The censor board itself should be
done away with.”

The film was supposed to be released
in Mumbai, New Delhi,Kolkata and Pune
on 15 October, but has reportedly been

sent to a revising committee. No reason has been given.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

�����$�����$ ����%��$���$
DHAKA—Assailants wielding knives and traditional axes brutally
murdered the executive editor of the Bangla-language daily, Durjoy
Bangla, Saturday night in the latest attack on the press in Bangladesh.

Diponkar Chakrabarty, a veteran journalist who also helped lead
several press groups, was on his way home in Sherpur, a town in the Bogra
district of the northeastern Rajshahi Division, when as many as five
assailants ambushed and decapitated him. No known motive has been
established for the murder but police said the killers were ”professionals”
and suspect a left-wing extremist group. Already this year two veteran
journalists have been killed in Khulna district for which the Janajuddha
(People’s War) faction of the Purbo Banglar Communist Party, claimed
responsibility.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

)��( �������%�
While the influential US ambassador to Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad
predicts terrorist attacks before the 9 October president elections, he,
however, urged investors not to shy away from the war-ravaged country.

Khalilzad’s assessment comes as he and other Afghan and foreign
officials acknowledge that Afghanistan’s security has worsened in the past
weeks, with a number of attacks on international aid agencies and local
officials. 12 reconstruction and aid workers lost their lives in Afghanistan
between March and December last year. The number, however, increased
to 59 between January and August this year.

The UN-Afghan election commission says 10.5 million Afghans have
registered to vote, although Guehenno acknowledged some may have
registered twice. US-backed interim President Hamid Karzai is widely
expected to defeat 17 challengers for a five-year term as the country’s
first popularly elected leader.

Khalilzad further said that, unlike the case with Iraq, the international
donor community has delivered much of the aid it promised Afghanistan
two years ago. The international community promised over $9 billion for
Afghanistan and has paid about a third of it. In the case of Iraq, the US
Congress alone appropriated $18.7 billion, but only about $1 billion
dollars has been spent to date.

The Afghan-born American envoy said aid from the international
community can only rebuild Afghanistan’s infrastructure. To build the rest
of the country, he emphasised, Afghans around the world must chip in.

The richest Afghan community outside Afghanistan is in the United
Arab Emirates, which is home to 150,000 Afghan citizens. (IPS)

RIGHT SIDE UP
Joseph E Stiglitz
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Joseph E Stiglitz is Professor of
Economics at Columbia University and

received the Nobel Prize in
Economics in 2001

The Kyoto protocol sets out three mechanisms to reduce emission of
greenhouse gases: emissions trading, joint implementation and the
clean development mechanism (CDM). At the heart of all three
mechanisms are means for companies in the north to continue to
pollute, but find ways to offset this pollution.

The joint implementation (JI) facility allows the countries that have
ratified the protocol, from among a list of 38 ‘Annex 1’ or industrialised
nations, to implement emission-reducing projects or provide for carbon
removals in other Annex 1 countries. In effect, however, JI would cover
mostly industrial investments in Eastern Europe, so that the pollution at
home could continue as usual while the company meets its obligations
to cap emissions in an East European country at lower cost.

The CDM
extends this
principle to
developing
countries. A country
from the North can
take on a project in
the South with
claimed emissions
capping facilities
built into it. “The
certified emissions
reductions (CERs)
generated by such projects can be used by Annex 1 parties to help
meet their own emissions targets,’’ the Protocol says.

The Kyoto Protocol says the CDM is expected to generate
investment in developing countries, especially from the private sector,
enhance the transfer of environmentally friendly technologies and
promote sustainable development.’’ Recent amendments of the CDM
mean that companies from the North may not always have to offer
technology to partner firms in developing countries. They can earn
emissions certificates by planting trees instead.

Any additional emissions-cutting technology introduced by
companies from industrialised countries in developing countries will
come at a cost. CDM projects could mean that companies in
developing countries end up paying towards the increased cost of new
technology in a local project. Developing countries would then carry the
burden of emissions reduction costs even though the Kyoto protocol
formally exempts them from these measures, since the bulk of emissions
come from industrialised countries. ��
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TEE BREAK
Deepak Acharya

he mechanics of golf, the golf swing and other advanced
techniques may be useful to seasoned golfers, but for those
unfortunate enough to be subjected to a bewildering conversation

between hackers, exploring a few more commonly used golf terms would
be much more useful.

Hazards – The bane of all those who land within them. These are
many sand bunkers and water
hazards, including lakes, drains,
streams and any other part of the
course that has been declared as
such. You’ll often hear golfers

discussing how many balls were lost in water hazards and arguing on the
proper place the ball should be dropped back on the course before the
next shot is played.

Through the green – Ideally, the place the golf ball should remain after
being hit before reaching the green, of course. This is the whole area of
the golf course except:
� The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being played
�  All hazards on the course (such as bunkers and water hazards)

Closely mown area – Usually, the place where the ball should be, which
is any area of the course, including the paths through the green where
the grass is cut to fairway height or less (approximately one inch).

Embedded ball – The rules permit a free drop when the ball is
embedded in its own pitch mark in the ground in any closely mown area
through the green. A ball embedded in a hazard must be played as it
lies. If embedded in the rough, it should be played as it lies, unless the
local club’s rules permit a free drop. In Nepal, this local rule is almost
always applicable in the wet monsoons.

Abnormal ground conditions – Does not refer to all the divots and
holes made when trying to hit the ball. Neither is it any indentation
made in the ground out of frustration. It is any casual water, ground
under repair, or hole, cast or runway on the course made by a burrowing
animal, reptile or bird.

Ball lost – A common phenomena that afflicts errant golfers. A ball is
lost if:
� It is not found or identified by the player within five minutes after the
player (or their caddie) started the search.
� The player has put another ball into play under the rules, even
though he may not have searched for the original ball.

Ball in play – A ball is “in play’’ as soon as the player has made a stroke
on the teeing ground. It remains in play until it is holed, except when it
is lost, out of bounds or lifted, or another ball has been substituted,
whether or not the substitution is permitted under the rules.

Out of bounds (OB) – Usually said with a grimace – “I hit the ball OB.”
This is an area outside the boundary of the golf course or a particular
hole. Borders are usually marked with white stakes and lines on the
ground. The road over the fence is usually OB. So are places such as
the club house, practice range, parking lots, public areas and
neighbouring farmland.

Next time you’re subjected to an endless dissection of the game, impress
the hard core golfers with some of these terms. Be warned however, to
quickly move away, unless you’re ready to be inducted into this
marvelous game.

Deepak Acharya is a golf instructor and Golf Director at
Gokarna Forest Golf Resort & Spa, Kathmandu.

prodeepak@hotmail.com
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Bride & Prejudice puts an entirely different spin on Jane
Austen’s story of spirited courtship—Bollywood-style. Music,
dance and spectacle merge with love, vanity and social
pressures, as director Gurinder Chadha transports the comic
tale of a witty young woman trying to find a suitable husband
to a cross-cultural setting that spans 21st century India,
London and America. It all begins in a modest Indian
village when the determined Mrs Bakshi sets out to find
matches for her four beautiful daughters while there’s a
lavish wedding party in town. Right away, the smart and
headstrong Lalita ( Aishwarya Rai) announces she will only
marry for love, giving her mother nightmares and the rest
of us a fine story…

JAI NEPAL CINEMA

Now Showing

Call 4442220 for show timings
www.jainepal.com

KATHMANDU AIR QUALITY

KATHMANDU VALLEY

by MAUSAM BEEDNEPALI WEATHER

Fri  Sat Sun Mon Tue

27-18  26-16 27-17  27-17 28-17

This huge cyclone covering most of
eastern India is fighting a tug-o-war with
westerlies, but since it is such a huge
system its effects will be felt in eastern
and central Nepal into the weekend. We
are in what meteorologists like me term a
‘transitional’ phase, which is inherently
unpredictable with highly dynamic weather
phenomena like Wednesday night’s
dramatic thunderstorm. This satellite
image taken on Thursday at noon shows
the tentacles of the cyclone still lapping at
the Valley. The circulation is sucking in
fresh and cooler northwesterly winds over
Nepal, and this is trying to drive away the
rain, but the moisture is persistent and will
deliver light showers into the weekend.

����������������������

� A Walk along Bagmati River Paintings by Dagmar Mathes at Park
Gallery, Lazimpat. Until 10 October. www.parkgallery.com.np

� The Faces of Time and Colours of Sensibility Paintings by Durga
Baral at the Siddhartha Art Gallery.

� The Expressions Paintings by Umesh Shrestha, Hari Jung Bomjon
and Sudan Kumar Singh at Nepal Art Council, Babarmahal

� Hamro Prayas Art exhibition by AVM School grades 6-10. 8-26
October at NAFA Gallery, Naxal.

� Bangladesh Single Country Fair 8-10 October at BICC, New Baneswor.
� Hyundai Road Show at Gemini Supermarket, Boudha. 9 October,

11AM onwards.
� Kathmandu & Kaligandaki Sales exhibition of original black and white

photographs by Sugata. October 11-15 at Patan Museum, 10AM-4PM

�����

� Kathmandu Utsav at Bhrikuti Mandap, 8-17 October
� WAVE Music Utsav Five days of music at Bhrikuti Mandap. Rs 25

Nep-hop Night—10 Nepali hip-hop artists on 8 October, 5-7PM
Acoustic Vibes—pure acoustic on 10 October, 5-7PM
Rock Your Senses—Robin and the New Revolution, Xmarica and
Elysium on 12 October, 5-7PM
Punk and Metal—Anarchy and volume rule on 14 October, 5-7PM
The Blue Note—Kathmandu’s finest blues on 15 October, 5-7PM

� Moksh Festival 12 noon-6PM on 9 October. Food, music and talent
show to celebrate Moksh’s 2nd birthday. 5528703

� Big Night Out at the Rox bar, 8PM on 9 October. Rs 400
� Creating the causes of happiness The Buddha’s teachings on

freedom. 9-10 October, 9.30 AM-4.30 PM at HBMC. 4414843
� Kids tennis camp at Hotel Yak & Yeti. Two hours a day for two weeks,

starting 10 October. 4248999
� Nepal-Israeli Business Seminar on Agro Technology at the Hyatt

Regency, 12 October at 9.30 AM.
� Telecom Israel 2004 at the Hyatt Regency, 13 October at 10.30 AM.
� Nepathya for the Disabled 16 October, 5.30 PM, Khagendra

Navajeevan Kendra, Jorpati. Entrance Rs 500 and Rs 1,000. 4470874
� Changa Chait 2061 Kite flying at Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. 16

October. Rs 100. 4410432
� Bluebird Festive Blast Shopping specials for Dasain and Tihar at

both Tripureswor and Lazimpat outlets.

������

� Drin…king Utsav ’04 Drinks of all types at the BICC, 15-19 October.
� Reduced prices on drinks for Dashain at Subterrania. Sunday to

Thursday, free entry before 11PM. 4422999
� Just Devine Dashain! After office happy hour, 4-8PM all October at

‘Jack Lives Here’-1905 Kantipath.

����

� San Miguel October Fest @ Soaltee Crowne
Plaza Unlimited San Miguel, Bar-be-que,
dancing and games until 9 October at the Garden
Terrace. 6PM onwards, Rs 779. 4273999

� The Sizzling Stone Cooking Experience volcanic
stone cooking until 15 October at the Rox,
starting 6PM. 4491234

� Kebab Fiesta at The Lounge until 25 September.
12.30 PM-3.30 PM and 6.30 PM-8.30 PM.
4491234

�� La Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque, in the lane next to the Egyptian
Embassy, Pulchowk for spacious indoor and outdoor seating. 5537166.

��1905 Bow-Thai Promotion Burmese-Thai Cuisine from Burmese
Guest Chef Roshan. Every day, 6PM at 1905 Kantipath. 4225272

�������

� Dream Holiday package tour to Malaysia during Dashain and Tihar.
Marco Polo Travels and Quatar Airways, 2012345

� Dasain Adventure Holiday at the Borderlands Resorts, 16-23 October.
4701295, info@borderlandresorts.com, www.borderlandresorts.com

� Summer in Shivapuri Tranquil village, superb views and birdwatching.
Shivapuri Heights Cottage, on the edge of Shivapuri National Park.
Steve@escape2nepal.com

� Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge Pure relaxation and business as
usual. 4361500

�

TO  LET
Luxurious 2 bedroom apartment
with spacious living-
dining,modern kitchen,
2 bathrooms,private
telephone,ample parking,sunny
terrace overlooking garden,
solar-heating.Call:5524389

For immediate Sale – Honda
Activa 2002 model, Silver
gray.Contact 98510 38882
Price – Rs.68,000

For insertions ring NT
Marketing at 5543333-36.

�
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Good < 60

Ok 61 to 120

Unhealthy 121 to 350

Harmful 351 to 425

Hazardous >425

  Putalisadak    Patan H         Thamel           Kirtipur        Bhaktapur  Matsyagaun

26 September - 2 october in micrograms per cubic meter.
Source: www. mope.gov.np

Kathmandu’s air quality was fairly good last week, mainly due to the two-
day banda on 28 and 29 September. But as soon as the vehicles were back
on the road, the PM10 (particles small enough to enter the human body)
levels along busy streets such as Putali Sadak and Patan Hospital more
than doubled. On normal days, the PM10 concentrations were above the
national standards in both these places. With the monsoon receding, the
pollution levels are set to go up again. Time to put your masks on.
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KIRAN PANDAY

t was when 18-year-old Payal
Shakya finally reached the
summit at 5,000m and looked

down at the Imja Glacier that she
realised all the hard work was worth
it. “I did it!” she shouted, “I feel
like I am on top of the world.”

Just two months earlier, she
had already been to the top of the
world when she was crowned Miss
Nepal in Kathmandu. Now, as
‘Conservation Ambassador’ for the
World Wildlife Fund for Nature
Conservation (WWF), Payal went to
see for herself how fragile the
Himalayan environment is and
why it needs to be protected.

At first, Payal admits she was
nervous about climbing all the way
to Island Peak, but she wanted to
prove to herself that she could do
it. “Beauty queens are usually
considered brainless, but I wanted
to show I was different,” she says.

But Payal was beginning to
feel the effects of altitude: a
severe headache and nausea.
She had pushed herself too hard
to achieve her goal, and now she
took the advice of the Sherpas
and immediately descended down

������������	�
���
to Dingboche.

Payal has come a long way from
winning the Little Lady Pageant in
1993 to becoming Miss Nepal, and
behind the frail exterior she is a
determined young woman out to
prove that women can achieve
anything they set their sights on.
WWF is working with Payal to raise
awareness about global warming and
its effect on Himalayan snow cover.

“We pay so little attention to
climate change and
global warming,
but now I realise
it is very
relevant to all
of us,” says

Payal, “and there is nothing like
being here to see how fast the
glaciers are receding.”

As soon as she returns to
Kathmandu this week, Payal will
begin preparations for
participating in the Miss World
pageant in China in November.
She hopes someone in the jury
there will ask her about global
warming, and adds laughing: “I
have become an expert on

climate change.”��
(Naresh Newar)
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NARESH NEWAR
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