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After a hopeful spring 
season, Nepal’s 
tourism is headed 

for a slump as cautious tour 
agents cancel Nepal holidays 
for fear of politics spilling 
out into the streets ahead of 
the 28 May deadline for the 
constitution.

Hotels report 
cancellations of confirmed 
bookings and governments 
have started issuing travel 
advisories to citizens bound 
for Nepal. The tourism 
industry says it has been 
betrayed by the political 
parties on whose assurance 
they had spent millions in 
promoting 2011 as Nepal 
Tourism Year. Political 

Self-portrait 
of Sikles

A new photography 
book on the life and 

times of a Nepali village 
seen through the eyes 

of its inhabitants p12-13

MY TAKE
Damakant Jayshi
With one month to go 
for the constitution 
deadline, we are still 

discussing the nature of 
federalism. p6

parties blame ethnic activist 
groups for the strikes. 
Meanwhile, hope is fading 
that tourism could help kick-
start a stagnant economy. 

Wednesday’s strike in 
the capital may have been 
a sign of things to come, 
and pundits expect tensions 
to escalate. Making things 
worse is the fragility of Prime 
Minister Jhalnath Khanal’s 
UML-Maoist coalition, which 
has fed the public perception 
that no one is in charge.

Yet, Nepal’s tourism 
potential is vast and still 
untapped. Trekking and 
adventure tourism has been 
the mainstay of the industry 
and careful promotion for 
the autumn season could still 
make 2011 a bonanza year, 

Getting nowhere
NIRANJAN SHRESTHA/KANTIPUR

injecting tourism income 
directly into the village 
economy. 

Says New Zealand 
professor of tourism, David 
Simmons: “Political stability 
is significant in providing a 
secure platform for tourism 
development, strikes like 
the one on Wednesday don’t 
help.” 

nepalitimes.com
Full interview with David Simmons
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Q. Should CA term be extended?

Weekly Internet Poll  # 551

Q. How do you rate Jhala Nath Khanal’s 80 days 
tenure as the Prime Minister?

Weekly Internet Poll  # 552. To  vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Total votes: 2,537

ON THE WEB
www.nepalitimes.com

FRIENDS 
A party which wants to reserve the 
right to revolt in its political paper is not 
a political party favouring the system, 
it's without doubt an anti-system party 
(‘Friends again’, #550). So, Baidya & 
Co better decide what sort of political 
party they want the UCPN (Maoists) to 
be called: an armed anti-system party 
or the largest political party of Nepal? 

Nirmal

INCONVIENT TRUTH
Very nice and eloquent review of 
Kanak Mani Dixit’s book (‘Inconvenient 
truth’, Kul Chandra Gautam, #550). 
Without even reading the book, I can 
agree with the criticism of the ICG, 
in particular, and specifi cally, of Ian 
Martin and Karin Landgren. On the 
issue of state restructuring, there is 
no doubt we can have any meaningful 
step taken unless a complete technical 
analysis is completed, the risk 
however is that in a politically muddled 
environment some groups will surely 
come out against this approach and 
stall it. 

Anjan Panday

z Was Kanak Mani Dixit unaware of 
the Maoists' aims and ideals when he 
lost his voice screaming out for them? 
Was he ignorant of their "revolutionary 
romanticism", their violence and terror 
and authoritarian and illiberal ways? 
And yet he promoted them. He knew 
full well about the Maoists' program 
for ethnic federalism, yet kept mum 
about it. Instead he joined forces with 
the Maoists and welcomed them into 
our cities and government without fi rst 
seeking any serious commitment from 
them to give up violence. This is the 
man who prodded us, Nepalis as well 
as foreign, to warm up to the Maoists, 
and sat quietly by even as the Maoists 
went into elections with full capability 
to intimidate and terrorise the 
electorate. And now it is all UNMIN's 
fault that the Maoists continue to be 
retrograde. The real inconvenient 
truth about Dixit is why he waited this 

long to speak truth to power? Why wait this 
long to speak against the Maoists' belief in 
violence, non-pluralism and conservatism? 

BB 2

z I always saw the international 
community in Nepal as a clueless, mealy-
mouthed lot. But if people like Mr Dixit and 
Mr Gautam  are so virulently against certain 
internationals (ICG, UNMIN, etc) then these 
organisations must have done something 
worthwhile. I already respect them for being 
in Mr Dixit's bad books.

Bikas T

z Kanak Dixit himself played an 
instrumental role in bringing the Maoists 
to power and government. This is the man 
who helped to "romanticise" the Maoist 
"undemocratic revolution", and make them 
palatable to an international community that, 
otherwise, was quite suspicious of them. 
This is the man who Robin Hood-ised the 
Maoists and legitimised their violence. And 
having succeeded at it very well, he now 
sermonises the international community to 
unlearn all that he himself taught them.

Budabaje

MIGHT IS NOT RIGHT
This is precisely what many fi nd so irksome 
about the Naya Nepal daydreamers who 
populate the Nepali Times: they do not 
feel that they owe any explanations to 
their doubters, nor do they feel the need to 
explain the manifest failure of everything 
they've been supporting for the past fi ve 
years (‘Might is not right’, My Take, #550).  
Even the unedifying realities of Nepali 
politics today isn't enough to convince 
some people that they've been horribly, 
disastrously wrong from the beginning.
One does not need to be an "extreme 
rightist" to see that the NC made a 
disastrously self-mutilating mistake by 
abandoning the path set by BP Koirala 
and muddling its own platform to entice 
the Maoists into the mainstream. Nor does 
one need to be an inteverate "skeptic" to 
perceive that the Maoists' own demands 
simply cannot be met within the context 
of a liberal multiparty democracy, and that 
there is little long-term hope for a "peace 

process" which allowed an asymmetric 
preponderance of force to one side 
(the wrong one). Jayshi is naive to 
think that the "vast majority of people" 
still expect the parties to deliver. Three 
years ago, people were still willing to 
give this new settlement the benefi t 
of the doubt and see where it might 
lead. That settlement's mandate expired 
a year ago, and was anti-democratically 
and illegally extended without public 
accountability. Jayshi is intelligent and 
erudite enough to realize that the present 
settlement has lost its public mandate, 
but is hesitant to pursue that line of 
reasoning into territory that may be 
uncomfortable for him and others of the 
same mindset.

John M Kelleher

VOIP
The only long term solution is to 
legalise inbound VOIP (‘Bypassing the 
information superhighway’, Rubeena 
Mahato, #550). This will kill illegal bypass 
business and increase competition, 
thereby reducing the costs for us all. It 
will also increase government revenue. 
The large telecom companies are crying 
foul only to secure their exorbitantly high 
termination rates. It is not correct to say 
that the government is losing Rs 160 
million per month. Telecom companies 
claim that they are losing that much 
based on a really lopsided calculation. 
Even if their assumptions were true, 
the government would lose only a 
percentage of that, around 23%, which 
is around Rs 38 million per months. 
If inbound VOIP was liberalised, the 
government's revenue from inbound 
calls would certainly increase and most 
importantly, we would be able to call 
home for less.

GP Rai

LOVE FOR NEPAL
Just fi nd one honest Nepali that 
can unite the nation (‘Unintelligent 
Intelligence’, Anurag Acharya, #550). 
Make a country out of the abused mess 
the current politicians and royalty have 
left for anyone to use as they see fi t. We 

lived in Nepal eight years and love your 
country, but the place is left to rot while the 
power elite shares the $100 million in aid 
every year. 
Step up and keep the rotten bits out.
Danish

HALT
The traffi c jam that Kathmandu has is 
mainly due to two things -- 1) utter lack of 
traffi c management, and 2) utter failure 
in urban (transportation) planning (‘It’s an 
expensive jam’, Paavan Mathema, #550).

Where you have two-lane roads, you 
have traffi c that never moves in just two 
lanes.It moves as if there is no lane, with 
the effect that a segment of road can have 
fi ve vehicles going and another segment 
four, and yet another six. And, sometimes, 
one vehicle will decide to make a u-turn in 
the middle of that chaos. The traffi c police 
will stand by (with a dusk mask on her 
face), doing nothing. You have intersections 
that cross not in 90 degrees but less or 
more than that, giving rise to the possibility 
of unnecessary accidents. You have 
intersections with no traffi c lights. Drivers 
drive, but with great accidental risks.

You have roads that I don't think meet 
any modern standards. Shame on the 
local government agencies and shame on 
municipal governments. And shame on the 
central government.

Thurpunsich

By this time next month, either way, the suspense will 
be over. But there are some damage control measures 
that need to be taken to prevent a dangerous political 

vacuum by midnight of the 27th. By then, the three main 
parties should have agreed to extend the CA’s term, extend 
the deadline to write the constitution and start demobilising 
ex-fi ghters in the camps.

It’s a tall order, but the about turn by Maoist Chairman 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal last week in which he rejected the 
“people’s revolt” line, as the hardliners wanted, gives us 
reason to hope. One could argue that had Dahal agreed to 
this six months ago in Palungtar, he would have saved the 
country and his party a lot of bother. But at that time he did 
not dare antagonise the rank-and-fi le when 
he felt vulnerable to being outfl anked by his 
deputy, Baburam Bhattarai.

Still, better late than never. There is 
really nothing else we can do but give the 
chairman the benefi t of doubt. Dahal’s 
biggest problem is that no one trusts 
him anymore. In fact, his inconsistency, 
unpredictability and irrational outbursts have 
become the butt of jokes even within his 
own party. Dahal needs people to trust him, 
and to do that he has to stick to do what he 
says and say what he does. The onus is 
on the Chairman to take the other parties 

along in this fi nal hour, and to convince everyone that this time 
he really is committed to a democratic constitution and dropping 
violence as his party’s core value. We don’t need another trial 
balloon or political signal, we need concrete action on the peace 
process and constitution. 

Public opinion is turning nasty. One just has to tune into 
the call-in programs on FM radios where the audience ridicules 
and reviles the political leadership of all the parties, the CA, and 
its members. Some of it is unfair, but there is no doubt that our 
elected leaders and representatives are all lumped together 
and the public’s perception of them has never been as low as it 
is today. This is serious because it renders ineffective the very 
people and institutions entrusted with fi nding a way out. Politics 

is a mechanism of governance, and there is no 
other alternative.

At the launch of a biography of Girija Koirala last week, 
we saw on the stage three leaders: Baburam Bhattarai of the 
Maoists, Shekhar Koirala of the NC and Pradeep Gyawali of the 
UML. All three spoke logically and cogently about what needs to 
be done next to avert a crisis on 28 May: 

z Forge a consensus government that includes both the 
Maoists and the NC that is based on mutual trust and a 
spirit of compromise

z  Agree on a basic draft of a  broad-stroke constitution to 
be passed on 28 May

z Explain to the people why it   
 couldn’t be fi nished in time and   
say sorry
z Extend the CA term and commit to a 
strict deadline for completing the rest of the 
constitution

The audience was left wondering: why 
don’t we hand the government over to 
these three gentlemen instead of their 
bosses in each of the parties? 

ONE MONTH TO GO

KUNDA DIXIT
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Gross national misery, #537

BY THE WAY
Anurag Acharya

It was business as usual when Bhutan’s Prime Minister 
Jigme Y Thinley visited Nepal last week. Thinley’s hosts, 
distracted by domestic political squabbles, expressed casual 

concerns and the guests gave half-hearted assurances prompting 
overly enthusiastic reporting in the mainstream media. But for 
thousands watching from  rodent-infested refugee camps in 
eastern Nepal, it was just another sad week.

Two decades have passed since the Bhutan regime evicted 
100,000 Lhotsampas, and Thinley’s pre-departure press 
conference showed that his regime is still in denial about the 
massive violation of human rights of its citizens. Bhutan may 
now have a democratic façade, but it doesn’t mask the regime’s 
callous disregard for international humanitarian standards when 
it calls one-sixth of its original population “environmental and 
economic refugees”.

The two-time PM who now leads Bhutan’s first “democratic 
government” not only refuted their identity but also refused 
to acknowledge the results of the verification process in 2003 
conducted by the Joint Verification Team. Contributing to 
Bhutan’s obduracy is the spineless diplomacy of successive 
Nepali governments, which have over the years done little more 
than offer platitudes. 

Nepal has neither been consistent nor insistent that people 
living in the refugee camps are Bhutan’s citizens holding the 
right to return and that the Bhutan government is obliged to 
comply under Article 13 of the UN Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. UN aid was sought by Nepal merely to exempt 
itself from the economic burden of the refugees through third 
country repatriation.

The Bhutan refugee crisis is not just any other bilateral issue. 
These are people living in limbo, denied their basic right of 
citizenship. Nepal says they are Bhutanis while Bhutan says 
they possibly migrated from India. India says, well, it doesn’t 
say anything at all. New Delhi was complicit in the transfer of 
refugees from Bhutan to Nepal and has refused to be involved in 
resolving the misery of people disowned by Bhutan even though 
it seems to be up to its nose in our domestic nonsense. India is a 
part of the problem because it has propped a regime responsible 
for the worst ethnic cleansing exercise in recent world history 
in terms of proportion of population, and it must be a part of the 
solution as well. 

After years of struggle for justice, refugee leaders like the 
former Amnesty International prisoner of conscience Tek Nath 
Rizal are thoroughly disappointed with the attitude of the Nepal 
government. “They tell us in our face that we are least of their 
concerns now,” Rizal says, “what else can we do?”  

US-based Bhutan activist T P Mishra says, “India, being the 
world’s largest democracy, has unfortunately been supportive of 
the absolutist regime in Bhutan. So, there is no way for India to 
absolve itself from the present impasse.” Mishra says New Delhi 
must first press Bhutan to be sincere in resolving the crisis but 
if it insists it has no role in facilitating repatriation,  it should 
certainly not interfere in the process either.

The world has turned its back on the Bhutan’s refugees, 
and so has the global media. Bhutan is neither Libya nor 
Afghanistan, where oil and geostrategic interests collide.  But 
for a country that boasts of the gross national happiness of its 
citizens, the plight of the refugees will continue to be a blot on 
its 'democracy' unless it recognises the right to return of those 
who have opted for third-country resettlement.  

The Nepal government has an abiding obligation to pursue 
this cause with the  Bhutan regime, while India will do some 
good to its credibility if it does not persist in excusing its 
puppets in Thimpu, and ignore a potential future flashpoint in 
its northeast. 

Gross National 
Shame

KRISHNA SINJALI

See also:
Dilmaya’s daughter 

p13
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Full version of the interview

Nepali Times: As a professor of 
tourism who knows Nepal well, how 
do you assess efforts that have gone 
into Nepal Tourism Year?
David Simmons: Nepal Tourism Year 
is a wonderful innovation and such
opportunities are keenly sought after 
on the international tourism agenda.
So far Nepal’s promotions, and the 
conference we are attending, appear 
to be proceeding very well. Such 
broad, image raising opportunities 
are best located within long term 
programs and hopefully this year 
will be part of a long term promotion 
strategy. Political stability is 
significant in providing a secure 
platform for tourism development, 

and the remarkable resilience of visitor 
numbers in the recent past. Strikes like 
the one on Wednesday don’t help.

How can projects like ACAP, 
Sagarmatha and Makalu-Barun meet 
the new challenges that roads bring?
Tourism is one of many paths to 
development, and it certainly not a 
reason to ‘hold back’ other modes 
of development.  And of course, 
in all places, but mountain areas 
in particular, the protection and 
enhancement of the environmental 
resources is the foundation for all that 
follows. A tourism destination and its 
attractions need constant innovation in 
product development as developments 

occur. For example in the case of the 
Jomsom road which I last visited in 
2009, the long walk across Throng La 
can now be augmented by mountain 
bike opportunities along the road.

The poorest regions in Nepal are 
also the most scenic, what kind of 
policy priorities will help the two go 
hand-in-hand?
Nepal has a great deal to offer in 
tourism, biodiversity and a variety of
ways to raise living standards. There 
are three key principles of tourism 
that underscore successful long term 
development. The first of these is 
protection of the key resource the 
environment and local cultures. 
The second is to actively explore 
the ways in which local goods and 
services, and value added activities 
can be added into the ‘supply 
chain’. For example many trekking 
routes follow major valleys, but do 
they support adjacent villages with 
purchases of regular supplies for the 
tourism sector? This is a key step 
to balancing the local and regional 
effects of tourism. The wonderful 
apple treats around Marpha and 
Jomsom are a great example of 
this.  A third key principle is to 
invest in training and education. 

“Nepal can push 
climate-sensitive tourism”

David Simmons is Professor of Tourism at 
Lincoln University in New Zealand where 
many of Nepal’s foremost conservationists 
were trained since the 1970s. He is delivering 
a keynote address to the Special Interest 
Tourism and Destination Management 
Conference on Friday in Kathmandu. 
Nepali Times caught up with him to assess 
Nepal’s tourism challenges. 

Tourism is labour hungry, and even 
if local capital is insufficient to 
meet all development requirements 
a direct path into the economy is via 
local wages. 

You have studied the energy 
implications of international tourism, 
what are ways that tourists visiting 
Nepal can make sure that the carbon 
they burn getting from, let's say, 
London to Lukla doesn't contribute to 
further melting the Imja Glacier?
My conference paper is highlighting 
the relative competitive advantage
that Nepal currently has in trekking 
tourism. Compared with other major
trekking locations, such as New 
Zealand, it is closer to markets, and 
has a lower per day, in-country energy 
profile. Thus Nepal can promote such 
attributes to the increasingly carbon 
sensitive tourism market.
Globally there is now considerable 
focus on the energy/carbon content of
all that we do, and tourism is no 
exception. Nepal will need to be 
active in the political debate around 
reconciling aviation and tourism 
within the Millennium Development 
Goals, maintain its position as a low 
energy destination, seek value added 
opportunities at every point, and 
possibly develop carbon offsetting 
opportunities that allow tourists to 
travel guilt free. These would also 
generate great benefits for local 
conservation projects. 

New Zealand, and especially Lincoln 
University, have been helping build 
Nepali expertise in tourism and 
conservation since the seventies. Are
there plans to extend this cooperation 
in coming years?
We have enjoyed a wonderful 
relationship with many young 
Nepali men and women; and the 
University takes considerable pride 
in the numerous roles they now fulfil 
in Nepali society. Our graduates 
hold many senior positions in the 
Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife, numerous protected areas, 
WWF, Bird Conservation Nepal, the 
Department of Home Affairs and 
others. The University is a strong 
supporter of the Mingma Norbu 
Sherpa Memorial Scholarship 
which pays the University fees 
for one young Nepali each year to 
undertake postgraduate studies at 
the University. 

AVIA NEPAL



also because there is a 
shortage of editors who 
can provide appropriate 
skepticism and oversight 
to cool down a reporter’s 
enthusiasm for a story. 
Used to writing reports 
based on one person’s 
quotes, as is the norm 
when reporting about 
business, many young 
journalists develop 
a habit of reporting 
views as news.

Competition: 
Those who blame the 
media do not seem 
to appreciate that 
it’s due to the nature 
of competition in 
the media sphere 
that the veracity 
of a piece of 

news published in one newspaper 
can be challenged by another. 
Mistakes happen. But in the media, 
competition works as a force for 
everyone to come clean, and this 
competitive process can only aid 
a reader’s understanding of the 
complexity behind any news.

The young woman’s story was 
an attempt to influence the media, 
and at least for a while, she fooled 
us all. 

BUSINESS 5
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BIZ BRIEFS

STRICTLY BUSINESS
Ashutosh Tiwari

Exhibit A: A young lady found 
more than Rs 9 million and 
a diamond necklace in a bag 

in a bus while she was travelling in 
Dharan. She contacted and returned 
the money to the rightful owner. 
Then, she reported her noble act to a 
reporter of Kantipur, a national daily. 
Based on phone conversations with 
the lady and her relatives alone, the 
reporter and his editor gave her story 
a prominent play in the front page of 
the paper.  

Exhibit B: Using the Kantipur story 
as a peg, the BBC Nepali Sewa 
interviewed the young lady. The 
questions were light. It did not matter 
if the lady seemed to fumble on some 
questions, the tone was triumphant: 
Amidst all the tales of corruption and 
shadiness, this heartwarming story of 
a seemingly innocent village woman 
who returned an abandoned bag with 
bundles of cash inside, touched a 
deep public chord about the innate 
goodness of ordinary Nepalis.

Exhibit C: The only problem was 
that upon further scrutiny by other 
members of the competitive press 
corps, the young woman’s act of 
honesty turned out to be false. The 
media, including Kantipur and BBC 
Nepali Sewa, and the president who 
had called to congratulate the young 
woman, had all been fooled. Oops!

Kantipur has 
since issued a mea 
culpa, which blamed 
the young woman 
rather than its own 
apparent weakness 
in checking the 
authenticity of a story. 
BBC Nepali Sewa has 
moved on to other 
reports, while the 
president’s office has 
stayed mum.

How did this 
reporting happen in the 
first place? And what 
does its aftermath tell 
us?

One-person reporting: 
The incident highlights 
a dirty little secret that’s 
been open in the business 
sections of major media: 
that is, entire reports are 
often just based on press releases and 
a spokesperson’s version of events. 
This practice is rife in more than one 
way in Nepali media.

The process of verifying 
assumptions, checking facts, 
triangulating with relevant 
information is not a common 
practice. This is partly because senior 
journalists are busy and do not have 
the time to train the young ones. It’s 

When a story turns out to be false, 
is it only the media’s fault?

Get the facts straight Women leaders
The Embassy of the United States of 
America, in cooperation with the Women 
Entrepreneurs and Professional Forum 
of the Confederation of Nepalese 
Industries and the Nepal-USA Chamber 
of Commerce and Industries, organised a 
panel discussion on Women in Business 
in Nepal. The program aimed at facilitating 
discussion among young entrepreneurs 
with established female business leaders. 
The participants also explored policy and 
institutional changes that the business 
community and other key stakeholders can 
take to support women leaders in Nepal.

Birthday bash
The Thai furniture manufacturers, SB 
Furniture, is celebrating its second 
anniversary in Nepal. For the occasion SB 
Furniture is holding special promotions in 
its outlets in Lagankhel and Pani Pokhari 
from 3-15 May. 

Golf in
Pooja International, the authorized 
importer of Volkswagen automobiles in 
Nepal, has launched Volkswagen’s Golf. 
The 1.6-litre engine hatchback has been 
customized for rough road conditions with 
stone guard, high ground clearance and 
suspension.

Hi-tech
Siddhartha Bank has installed Flexcube 
Universal Banking System, an IBM 
technology, to run its core banking 
software. 

Scratch offer
Shree Ganapati Jewelers is celebrating 
its 1st anniversary by giving away scratch 
coupons on every purchase. Buyers get 
a chance to win various home appliances 
and other products. 
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THIS WEEK

What kind of federation 
Nepal should be and on 
what bases? Academics, 

activists, individuals with interest 
in the subject and a few politicians 
came together this week to share and 
exchange their views on this highly 
emotive subject.

'Ethnicity and Federalisation', 
organised by Tribhuvan University's 
Central Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology, was perhaps a year 
late. Ideally, this symposium should 
have been held soon after CA's term 
was extended by a year on 28 May 
2010. Still, the effort is laudable 
since it attempts to engage people 
on a subject that has been, as usual, 
sacrificed on the altar of populism 
by a few political parties and activist 
organisations. The nation-wide debate 
and discourse that the department 
hopes to generate, and perhaps 
facilitate, could have created the 
necessary pressure on our politicians, 
donor-driven and I/NGO activists to 
treat the subject with the caution and 
respect it deserves had it began last 
year.

But better late than never. With 
the CA likely to be extended, the 
basis, nature, shape, nomenclature 

MY TAKE
Damakant Jayshi

and number of provinces of federal 
Nepal would attract more and more 
attention, discourse and heated 
debate. Rest assured, we are going 
to suffer numerous bandas like the 
one on Wednesday. 

A few CA members who came 
for the symposium on the last day 
objected to 'interference' on their 
home turf, arguing that one of the 
thematic committees of the CA had 
already 'decided' on the issue. This 
is bogus since the full assembly 
is yet to take up the subject and 
decide on it. Moreover, it has to 
be debated and endorsed by the 
larger public as required by existing 
provisions. A thorough and broader 
engagement with people is needed 
on an issue that is likely to have 
far-reaching consequences for the 
future Nepali state.

It is clear that our politics and 
polity is always influenced by 
four issues: the future of ex-Maoist 
combatants, the electoral system, 
the governance system, and the 
shape, nature, name and number 
of federal units of the Nepali state. 
The last one is the most sensitive 
and fraught with danger since the 
emotions of marginalised groups 
have been fanned so high that 
it would be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to have any meaningful 
and rational discussion. With the 
integration/rehabilitation and 
musical chair on governments 
taking up most of the last three 
years since the election of the CA, 

the federalisation of Nepal did not 
get the attention and the debate it 
deserved.

Almost all political parties 
for federation agree that identity 
has to be one of the basis for 
federalising Nepal. They disagree 
on how to determine that identity 
and what kind of identity should 
be considered. In addition to 
disagreements over the basis for 
federalising Nepal, there are two 
other issues that are sure to invite 
fierce opposition: agradhikar 
(privileged right) of the dominant 
community in a state and right 
to self-determination. The fear is 
this would create second-class 
citizens out of people who will be 
in a majority given the number and 
heterogenous mix of Nepalis in any 
future province.  

Will identity alone ensure 
the right to local resources and 
livelihood? After all, once politics 
over creating a federal state is over, 
the question of employment and 
resource ownership will begin to 
dominate. What will be our model? 
India, which is federal in form but 
is unitary in spirit? The US, whose 
states have well-rooted democratic 
institutions and economy? Or South 
Africa, which has adopted a co-
operative federation?

There's no way we can avoid 
federalising Nepal. But let us 
discuss it without recourse to 
populism and without baggage.
damakant@gmail.com

One month 
to go 
before the 
constitution 
deadline 
we are still 
discussing 
the nature of 
federalism

Federalising Nepal
Early budget
After three years of delay, the 
government’s plan to present an early 
budget this year has been met by stiff 
opposition. Representatives of parties 
including Nepali Congress, Madhesi 
Janadhikar Forum-Loktantrik, Tarai 
Madhes Loktantrik Party, Nepali Janata 
Dal and Rastriya Janashakti Party 
handed over a memorandum to House 
Speaker Subash Chandra Nembang on 
Thursday in Singha Durbar, stating that 
government should focus on drafting 
the statute now given the approaching 
deadline. Earlier, the government’s plan 
to bring a supplementary budget was 
aborted after strong protests from all 
quarters. The row over budget could 
fuel further dispute between Khanal 
government and its opposition. The 
president has called the budget session 
on 2 May. 

Elusive Khanal 
Prime Minister Jhalanath Khanal 
has come under fi re for skipping 
a Parliamentary Party meeting on 
Tuesday in order to inaugurate a 
festival in Rasuwa. In the last couple 
of weeks, he had postponed party’s 
Central Committee meeting, meeting of 

the Constitutional Council and turned 
deaf ear to the directives of State Affairs 
Committee to appear and clarify the 
appointment of controversial Lyarkyal 
Lama as state minister for fi nance. He 
asked Lama to resign instead. Irate 
comrades have threatened to dislodge 
him from the post if he continues to fool 
around. KP Oil, who has been criticizing 
Khanal ever since he became the 
PM, even said that the parliamentary 
meeting could be called without him. 

Trade agreement 
Nepal-China Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (NCCCI) and China 
Council for Promotion of International 
Trade (CCPIT) Xiamen Sub Council on 
Tuesday signed a six point agreement 
to strengthen the trade and economic 
relationship between China and Nepal. 
Chinese investment in Nepal is not 
growing as expected. However, Chinese 
investors have shown interest to invest 
on hydropower, banking and tourism 
sector. 

KIRAN NEPAL
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In Toronto’s edgy garment 
district stands 410 
Richmond, a factory 

transformed into a multi-use 
art space. Here, at Gallery 44, 
Surendra Lawoti’s work will 
go on exhibit next week as 
part of the Scotiabank
Contact Photography Festival.

Born in Panchthar and 
raised in Kathmandu, Lawoti 
studied photography
in Chicago and Boston. Upon 
moving to Toronto in 2008, 
he began to photograph local 
bodies of water, including the 
Don River, which once
marked the city’s eastern 
boundary.

The Don River 
flows through some of 
Toronto’s most developed, 
environmentally debased 
and also wealthiest 
neighborhoods. Its shores
also host a homeless 
population whose numbers 
shrink or swell with the
seasons and the world’s 
economic fortunes.

Lawoti’s photographs 
allow the viewer to get to 
know Don River through
the people who come to it 
in search of recreation or 
shelter. The photographs are 
luminous, and remarkably 
detailed. Lawoti works with 
a 4x5 view camera on film, 
in a process that is slow and 
deliberate.

“With this format, you 
really need the cooperation 
of the people you’re 
photographing,” he says. The 
format suits him, as his work 
is about “looking closely, and 
intensely, at the world.”

In some of the 
photographs, Lawoti closes in 
on people’s faces, or on
the telling details of the 
landscape. In others he draws 
back to meditate on the 
overall atmosphere of Don 
River.

Among the homeless he 
portrays are Paulie, who 
lived in a shelter built with 
2x4’s before moving to an 
apartment with his girlfriend;
and Joe, who is shown, in a 
stance both vulnerable and 
challenging, in front of his 
tent. Those who come to the 
area for recreation include a
father and son with their dog, 
and a runner.

Exhibition Coordinator 
Alice Dixon points out that 
Lawoti approaches all his 
subjects with a respectful, 
full-frontal perspective
reminiscent of August 
Sander’s portraits of working 
people. “It’s a way of 
democratizing the gaze,” 
she says. The rest of the 
photographs focus on the 
landscape: a hemmed-in,
urban wilderness besieged  
post-apocalyptic menace.

What emerges as a whole 
is a compelling portrait of an 
urban habitat as fragile and 
fleeting as the lives of those 
who move through it.

It is a mark of Toronto’s 
cosmopolitanism to showcase 
artists such as Lawoti. It 
is also a mark of Lawoti’s 
sophistication to have found 
a way to engage, and so 
deeply, with a land that he 
knew little about just a few 
years ago.

“When I started this 
project, I didn’t know 
anything about Don River. 
It felt like going into the 
wilderness,” he recalls with 
a laugh.

But he was determined, he 
says, to “ground” himself by 
getting to know this specific 
patch of Toronto. It was his 
way of engaging, and forging 
a link, with his new home.

“Working on this project 
helped me understand 
Toronto,” he says. “Nepal is 
also home, of course. But I 
feel rooted here now.”

‘Don River’ will be on from 
30 April 30-4 June
www.gallery44.org 
ww.surendralawoti.com

MANJUSHREE THAPA

Photographer 
feels rooted in 
Toronto now, 
but says Nepal 
is still home 

SURENDRA LAWOTI

From Panchthar 
to Toronto

From Panchthar 
to Toronto
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EVENTS

MUSIC

Jewels of Newar Art,ĎPaubhaĎartĎ
byĎcontemporaryĎNepaliĎartists.Ď

26 April to 15 May, 5.30pm on 
inauguration day, gallery hours: 
11am to 5pm, Saturdays: 12pm to 
4pm, Siddhartha Art Gallery, Babar 
Mahal Revisited, 4218048

Inspirations from Nepal, oil,Ď
acrylicĎandĎwaterĎcolorĎpaintingsĎ

byĎMarkĎDĎVickers.ĎTill 6 May, 4pm 
on inauguration day, gallery hours: 
10.30am to 6pm, Saturdays closed, 
Park Gallery, Pulchok, 5522307, 
parkgallery.wlink.com.np

The Revival,ĎworksĎbyĎartistĎ
KrishnaĎGopalĎRanjit.ĎStarts 
29 April, 11am to 7pm, Fusion 
Studio, Sagarmatha, Mandala 
Street, 4700562

Garden Symphony,ĎbotanicalĎ
artĎinĎwaterĎcolorĎandĎgouacheĎbyĎ

CanadianĎartistĎEmiraĎDoricĎMuftic.Ď

Till 29 April, 5pm on opening day, 
gallery hours: 10.30am to 6pm, Park 
Gallery, Pulchok, Saturdays closed

VrijMarkt Festival,ĎjoinĎtheĎDutchĎ
atĎtheĎQueen÷sĎdayĎfreeĎmarket,Ď

handicraft,Ďfood,Ďgames,dealsĎ

andĎmore.Ď30 April, 12pm to 5pm, 
Summit Hotel, Lalitpur, free entrance

Social Science Baha Lecture 
Series XLIX,ĎMichaelĎHuttĎonĎ
The Iconisation of Yogmaya 
Neupane.3 May, 5pm, Yala Maya 
Kendra, Patan Dhoka

Nepalese Printmakers,ĎtheĎArtistĎ
ProofĎPrintsĎgalleryĎorganisesĎitĎfiĎ rstĎ

exhibition.ĎStarts 29 April, 6pm, New 
Orleans Cafe, Pulchok

Watercolour paintings of 
unique and exquisite orchids,Ď
byĎHemlataĎPradhan.ĎTill 1 May, 

Serindia Gallery, O.P. Garden, Soi 
Charoenkrung 36, Charoenkrung 
Road, Bangkok, 02236410, 
serindiagallery@gmail.com

Call for entries for Film Southasia, 
a festival of South Asian 
documentaries. 29ĎSeptemberĎtoĎ
2ĎOctober,ĎearlyĎsubmissionĎdeadline:Ď

31ĎMayĎ2011,ĎfiĎnalĎsubmissionĎ

deadlineĎ(forĎfiĎ lmsĎmadeĎafterĎ

AprilĎ2010):Ď31ĎJuneĎ2011,ĎFilm 
Southasia Secretariat, Patan Dhoka, 
5552141, www.fi lmsouthasia.org, 
fsa@fi lmsouthasia.org 

Instrumental Gypsy Jazz,ĎHariĎ
MaharjanĎandĎDuoĎplayingĎlive.ĎStarts 
29 April, every Friday, Dhokaima 
Cafe, Patan Dhoka

Absolute Live Music,ĎbyĎRashmiĎ
&ĎKitchaĎBandĎeveryĎFridayĎandĎ

performancesĎbyĎShabnamĎ&Ď

CannabizĎBandĎevery Wednesday. 
7.30pm onwards,ĎAbsolute 
bar, Hotel Narayani Complex, 
Pulchowk, Lalitpur, 5521408, 
5549504,abar@wlink.com.np

Can you sacrifice a plate of momos, a bottle 
of beer, or a carton of juice a month? 

Donate Rs 100 a month to help a fellow 
Nepali with education and health projects. 

Nepali Times supports the  
HELP NEPAL Network. 
100% of donations used to directly benefit 
communities in remote parts of Nepal, none 
spent for overheads.

Dikshya Singh
Programme Coordinator
HELP NEPAL Network, Kathmandu
+ 977 1 4498328
www.helpnepal.com

Want to 
help Nepal?
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DINING GETAWAYS

SOMEPLACE ELSE

What would happen 
if one could live 
on sugar, and 

sugar alone? The whole 
of the Kathmandu Valley 
would converge on Jhamel’s 
Café Hessed and demand 
doughnuts and cake until 
supplies or the Korean 
proprietors’ reserves of 
‘hessed’ – roughly translated 
from the Hebrew as grace or 
compassion – gave out. 

Fortunately I was able to 
restrain myself from ordering 
one of everything. It helped 
that as we stepped into the 
light, cleanly furnished 
interior, with walls adorned 
with charming line drawings,  
the trays below the counter 

SpaceĎĎ

BreadĎ’nĎwaterĎ

Service

Deal-iciousĎ

Rep-eat?Ď

hadn’t yet filled up. Without 
an array of doughnuts 
running circles around us 
(we were informed they 
would make an appearance 
at 10.30am), it was easier to 
settle for cupcakes and coffee. 
I chose a perfectly dusted 
Tiramisu, my friend went for 
a chocolate cake with what 
I thought was an excessive 
whorl of dark cream on top.

Now if you’re looking for 
real Tiramisu, this is not it, 
but a yummy, light cupcake 
remix. The chocolate was 
uneventfully reassuring, 
but the coffees were more 

intriguing. Both the iced and 
hot Green Tea Lattes were 
superb – the creamification 
of the distinctive flavour 
of green tea has to be one 
of the more successful café 
trends of the last few years. 
Watch out if you think 
your Caramel Macchiato 
needs a supplementary 
sugar cube or two though, 
and I’d recommend the 
Pumpkin Latte only for the 
adventurous.

By this time the 
doughnuts were being laid 

Café Hessed 
out, tray by tray. For those 
accustomed to our chiya 
pasal ko doughnuts, Hessed 
is a revelation. Take your 
pick from rows upon rows of 
doughnuts glazed with dark 
and white chocolate (with 
multi-coloured sprinkes), 
doughnuts armed with 
choco-chips, strawberry 
jam-filled doughnuts, and 
more. I could only look on, 
wondering if I might turn 
diabetic within the day, but 
finally asked for one. All 
things considered, it was 
fairly light, in stark contrast 
to the greaseballs that 

masquerade as doughnuts in 
the aforementioned teashops, 
and perfectly executed. 
Prices are reasonable too, at 
Rs 45-55 per piece, compared 
to other ‘fancy’ coffeeshops 
about town.Most of what’s 
at Hessed is consistently 
good rather than exceptional, 
which probably suits 
cupcakes and doughnuts 
just fine.

Hessed’s ideal for coffee 
dates, or simply to bring your 
laptop and work without the 
distraction of restobar tastes 
in music. Hang on, I think 
my sugar rush has faded. 
It’s time to reach into that 
takeaway box.

Towards the near end of 
Jhamel’s Restaurant Lane, on 
the right before New Orleans.

BIKRAMĎRAI

Bronco Billy,ĎaĎnewĎrestaurantĎinĎ
townĎofferingĎTex-MexĎandĎIndianĎ

dishes.ĎTheyĎmakeĎtheirĎownĎcornĎ

tortillas,ĎwhichĎgetsĎaĎbigĎt

humbs-up.ĎButĎreally,ĎweĎcan÷tĎwaitĎ

toĎtryĎtheirĎMargaritas.ĎPulchowk 
opposite Namaste Supermarket

Milk Coffee n Cocktail Cafe,ĎcoffeeĎ
houseĎduringĎtheĎdayĎandĎaĎcozyĎ

loungeĎservingĎcocktailsĎatĎnight,ĎtryĎ

theirĎyarchagumbaĎandĎmolecularĎ

cocktailsĎalongĎwithĎtheĎfamousĎ

Starbucks.ĎWoodland Complex, 
Durbar Marg

Lhakpa Chulo,ĎtryĎtheĎtenderĎsteaksĎ
andĎThai-styleĎsalads.ĎJhamsikhel

Alfresco,ĎforĎhomemadeĎpastaĎandĎ

otherĎlip-smackingĎdelights.ĎSoaltee 
Crowne Plaza, 4273999

Boudha Stupa Restaurant & Café, 
enjoyĎwood-fiĎredĎpizzaĎwithĎaĎsuperbĎ

viewĎofĎBoudhaĎstupaĎandĎfreeĎwifiĎ,Ď

candlelightĎdinnerĎoptionsĎareĎalsoĎ

availableĎforĎtheĎromanticsĎeveryĎfullĎ

moonĎnight.ĎBoudha, 2130681

Dhaba,ĎforĎanĎexcellentĎrangeĎ
ofĎNorthĎIndianĎdelicacies,ĎtryĎ

theirĎunbeatableĎKashmiriĎGosht.Ď

Thapathali

Jatra at Bu keba,ĎauthenticĎNewariĎ
cuisineĎinĎtheĎcity÷sĎnewestĎorganicĎ

eatery,ĎallĎthroughĎMay.ĎSanepa

Dechenling,ĎtheĎplaceĎtoĎheadĎforĎ
BhutaneseĎandĎTibetanĎcuisine,ĎtheirĎ

pleasantĎandĎspaciousĎgardenĎisĎ

idealĎforĎbigĎgatherings.ĎThamel

Cosmopolitan Café,ĎlocatedĎ
inĎtheĎheartĎofĎBasantapur,ĎthisĎ

cozyĎcaféĎoffersĎarguablyĎtheĎbestĎ

chickenĎsizzlerĎinĎtown.Ď

Basantapur 

Casa de Cass,Ď
out-of-KathmanduĎ

diningĎinĎcosyĎ

surroundsĎwithĎattentiveĎ

service,ĎwhatĎmoreĎ

couldĎyouĎaskĎfor?Ď

AĎmartini,ĎofĎcourse.Ď

Hariharbhawan

Comfort Zone,Ď
expansiveĎrestobarĎ

thatĎneedsĎtoĎbeĎfullĎ

toĎcomeĎintoĎitsĎown.Ď

AĎdecentĎrangeĎofĎcocktailsĎandĎ

barbequedĎmeatsĎshouldĎkeepĎyouĎ

gluedĎtoĎtheĎmassiveĎscreenĎatĎoneĎ

end.ĎComfort Zone (rooftop of Bank 
of Kathmandu), Thamel.

Sixth Sundance 
Music Festival
MokshĎandĎTheĎLastĎResortĎareĎ

organisingĎtheĎsixthĎSundanceĎ

MusicĎFestivalĎatĎTheĎLastĎ

Resort.ĎTheĎfestivalĎbringsĎ

togetherĎmusiciansĎfromĎaroundĎ

theĎworldĎfosteringĎexchangeĎofĎ

ideas,ĎtechniquesĎandĎstyles.Ď

ThisĎyearĎSmriti,ĎAllapĎandĎsixĎ

otherĎbandsĎwillĎbeĎperformingĎ

atĎtheĎevent.ĎEnjoyĎaĎweekendĎ

fullĎofĎmusicĎandĎadventureĎ

withĎfiĎreĎdanceĎperformances,Ď

bungeeĎjumping,ĎcanyoningĎ

andĎraftingĎatĎBhotekoshi.Ď

30 April to 1 May, The Last 
Resort, Tatopani, Rs 3000 for 
transportation, four meals and 
accommodation, tickets at 
The Last Resorts Sales Offi ce, 
4700525 and Moksh, 5526212

The Dwarika’s Himalayan 
Shangri- La Village Resort, 
overnightĎpackageĎwithĎ

accommodation,ĎdinnerĎandĎ

breakfast.ĎDhulikhel, Rs 3500 
(single), Rs 5000 (double), 
10 percent service charge extra, 
call 4479488 for reservations

Park Village Resort,ĎSaturdaysĎ
andĎSundaysĎcomboĎpackageĎwithĎ

swimming,ĎlunchĎandĎaĎbottleĎofĎ

beer.ĎBudhanilkantha, Rs 990 for 
adults and Rs 800 for children, call 
4375280 for reservations
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Bar-headed geese

BACK DOOR ENTRY: A car owner fi lls petrol in extra jars at a petrol pump 
in Basbari on Tuesday. 

MIN RATNA BAJRACHARYA

nepalitimes.com
Feathered friends, #423
Bird country, #131

KATHMANDU

WEEKEND WEATHER
by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

 FRI  SAT  SUN 

30-12  30-12 30-14 

MIN RATNA BAJRACHARYA

SAME SAME: A monkey sits atop a Hanuman idol in Swayambhunath 
temple premises on Sunday, mimicking the stance of its divine 
manifestation. 

No, these are not yet the pre-monsoon showers. Those won’t happen till early 
June. What we are getting now are localised updraft systems in which the the 
hot moist winds from the plains rise up along the mountains and fall as rain, hail 
or snow, usually in the afternoon or night. The moisture content of the air being 
sucked up will determine the amount of precipitation. Expect some isolated hefty 
storms over the midhills on weekend afternoons, with bright hazy mornings.

DHANVANTARI
Buddha Basnyat, MD

Bar-headed geese that fly 
across the Himalaya in 
long-distance migra-

tions every year have been 
the focus of attention for high 
altitude scientists who have 
wondered how come they can 
fly over the mountains with 
almost effortless ease with so 
little oxygen while humans 
are so completely exhausted 
while climbing.

The geese start their jour-
ney from Siberia and fly into 
Mongolia after which they 
wing their way to the Qinghai 
Province, in the northern part 
of the Tibetan plateau where 
large flocks can be seen in 
the high altitude lakes. From 
here they fly south over the 
Himalaya and reach Rajas-
than, some flying down as 
far as Tamil Nadu.  Recently 
these birds have been known 
to carry the deadly H5N1 
Avian influenza virus.    

In 2000, scientists at-
tached a radio collar on a 
bar-headed goose and tracked 

it via satellite as it flew 
from the Bharatpur Wildlife 
Reserve in north India, across 
western Nepal up to the Ti-
betan plateau, crossing three 
countries. The bird rode the 
jetstream, flying more than 
500km from near New Delhi, 
overflew Dhangadi, Jumla, 
across the “hump” at above 

7,000 m to lakes in Tibet: a 
non-stop night flight lasting 
16 hours and 30 minutes.

What is known about the 
ability of the geese to fly at 
extremely high altitudes is 
that their haemoglobin (the 
protein that carries oxygen 
in the blood) is built more 
efficiently for oxygen car-
riage at very high altitudes. In 
addition their blood flow to 
the muscles is characterised 
by a dense network of capil-

laries that is conducive to 
better oxygen delivery to the 
tissues. 

Much of their efficiency in 
flying over these extreme alti-
tudes is shrouded in mystery. 
Besides efficient oxygen us-
age and energy expenditure, 
do they have a unique genetic 
advantage that explains it 

all? Correctly interpret-
ing the physiological 
mechanisms that help 
these birds deal with 
low oxygen environ-
ments  may  in the long 
run help human beings 
in intensive care units 
who suffer from diseases 
like COPD ( chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease) and ischemic 
heart disease that lead to 

similar hypoxic (low oxygen) 
conditions.  Finally, under-
standing  their efficiency at 
high altitude may also give us 
some important clues about 
better ways to utilize oxygen 
while climbing in the high 
Himalayas.    
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KALAM
Rabi Thapa

Everyone’s a poet in 
Nepal, or so they 
say. It’s no secret 

that poetry holds a special 
fascination for many Nepalis, 
thanks to such luminaries 
as Bhanubhakta, Laxmi 
Prasad Devkota and Bhupi 
Sherchan. And as the recent 
success of slam poetry in 
English indicates, this is not 
the preserve of the Nepali 
language either. If the corpus 
of prose that currently exists 
in Nepal is fairly limited and 
uneven, poetry appears to be 
in rude(r) health.

Why should this be so? 
Is the Nepali soul (let us 
imagine that there is such a 
thing) especially poetic? Is it 
that we have more to express 
in these times of transition? 
Is it that the overlap with 
the romantic sentiments of 
ghazals appeals to every 
thwarted lover (and there 
are many in Nepal)? And 
speaking of romantics, could 
it just be the superabundance 
of natural beauty to be found 
through the country that 
inspires us to speak in verse?

It’s certainly not because 
poetry’s easy. Last Sunday, 
several well-known 
intellectuals held forth on 
the difficulties of writing 
poetry at the launch of 
Buddhisagar Chapain’s latest 
collection of verse.

Novelist Khagendra 
Sangraula conceded that he 
couldn’t write poems, that it 
was something one couldn’t 
force out like one might with 
prose. Columnist CK Lal 
delineated the composition 
of both prose and poetry. The 
first he termed an additive 
activity, placing brick 
upon brick of ideas joined 
together with the ‘masala’ of 
words. Poetry by contrast is 
a subtractive endeavour, he 
reminded us, a paring down 
akin to sculpture, till only 
the essential remains.

One can quibble with 
such definitions or limit the 
metaphor of construction 
to the process of writing a 

Our national obsession 
with poetry may 
distract us from reality

The 
bhabuk 
Nepali

column such as this one. 
Yet it cannot be denied that 
poetry is less about moralistic 
platitudes or revolutionary 
rhetoric than allowing the 
reader to access the poet’s 
distillations of experience.

So let us for the sake of 
argument accept that Nepalis 
have poetic souls. If we also 
hold that it involves both 
inspiration and the ability 
to focus on the essential, 
Nepalis should be adept at 
sorting out such problems 
as…well, electricity, water, 
fuel and that irksome matter 
of peace and the constitution. 
Oh but they are, you may say: 
in the absence of government, 
the Nepali people have 
managed admirably in doing 
it for themselves.

But is it perhaps that 
our national obsession with 
poetry has become a way not 
to focus on the essential, but 
to distract oneself from it? 
That in seeking to express our 
frustration with the clogging 
of our mental and physical 

spaces, we turn to pastoral 
imaginings of full moons 
rising over rice paddies? 
What, then, is the value of 
poetry, if we don’t want it 
to furnish us with moral 
instruction or fire us with 
revolutionary fervour?

There are many reasons 
to believe we should all be 
poets, or respectful of them. 
Poetry is a way to keep our 
souls tender and minds 
receptive to the connections 
between the ugly and the 
beautiful, the good and the 
bad. It allows us to feel more 
keenly the specificity of the 
places we are in and the 
people we know, to thereby 
scrape away the globalising, 
dehumanising crust that 
threatens to envelop us 
all, while recognising the 
common ground we share. 
It helps us become better 
people in the broad sense of 
the word. Surely, this nation 
of poets will need such 
redeeming qualities in the 
days to come.
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PhD theses are usually dry and 
academic, but Sara Parker, a 
geography lecturer at Liverpool 

John Moores University, has built 
on her dissertation to get the entire 
village of Sikles in the Annapurnas 
involved in a photography project.

Parker first came to the scenic 
Kaski village in 1992 to teach English, 
and researched the Annapurna 
Conservation Area Project (ACAP). 
She knew well the founder of ACAP, 
Chandra Gurung who was also a 
native of Sikles. In 2009, she started 
working on a photo documentation 

Twenty years ago, 
after seeing the 
dilapidation and 

neglect of schools in rural 
Nepal firsthand, ex-Gurkha 
officers Tom Langridge 
and Chandra Bahadur 
Gurung were resolved to 
rehabilitate them. They 
opened their first school 
in Pokharithok, Lamjung, 
in 1991. Since then, their 
organisation Pahar Trust 
has founded 49 schools 
and village improvement 
schemes across Nepal.

“The initial idea was 
to involve ex-Gurkha 
officers in the development 
of villages back home,” 

RUBEENA MAHATO

Isle of Man 
residents 

help rebuild 
schools in 

Nepal

chairman of Pahar Trust, 
Howard Green says. But 
now it has gone beyond 
that. Green is a native of 
the Isle of Man, a self-
governed British island in 
the Irish Sea with just over 
80,000 inhabitants. 

Thanks to private 
donations made by Isle of 
Man citizens, schools in 
remote Nepali villages have 
been built and renovated, 
classes enhanced and 
added, and solar panels 
and computers purchased. 
Over a hundred students 
and their families are 
sponsored under a 
scholarship scheme. The 
Isle of Man government has 
also directly contributed 
to 25 projects. Students 

One school  

Life and 
times of 
a Nepali 
village seen 
through the 
eyes of its 
inhabitants

Self-portrait of Sikles

project, under which she distributed 
cameras to the men and women 
of Sikles to take pictures of their 
everyday lives. 

A selection of some of the 5,000 
images they took was exhibited 
in Sikles itself earlier this month, 
and the book, Our Village Our Life: 
Sikles in Focus, will be released in 
Kathmandu on Friday.

The book is unique because 
the pictures in it capture the sense 
of community of the stunningly 
beautiful Gurung villages that 
are going through tremendous 

culture, rituals and traditions in 
pictures and to use them for the 
promotion of Sikles as a tourist 
destination. 

Parker got local organisations 
like the Madhi Khola Women’s 
Organsation, the Sikles Youth Group 
and the Annapurna High School 
involved in the project. Using 
donated digital cameras, 15 villagers 
took pictures over a two-year period 
of festivals, rituals, farming, herding, 
honey-harvesting and other everyday 
activities.   

Proceeds from the sale of the 
books, the national and international 
exhibitions, will go to support 
schools in Sikles, the local youth 
club and the healthcare and other 
activities of the ACAP. It will 
also help the Chandra Gurung 
Foundation, named after ACAP’s 
architect who died in the tragic 
helicopter accident in Ghunsa in 
2008.

transformation. This is not a coffee 
table book by some famous western 
photographer, these are images of 
Nepalis as they see themselves. 

“There was very little training. 
We wanted the villagers to tell their 
own stories and started with teaching 
them just the basics but when the 
first pictures came out, we were 
amazed,” Parker told Nepali Times, 
“in between the extreme portrayals of 
Nepal, their images have beautifully 
captured the reality of village life.”

The project aims to involve 
the villagers in documenting their 
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Two-and-half years ago, at 
dusk, two young women came 
into the hut of Debimaya 

Sarki. One of them, who looked 
barely 14, was carrying a newly 
born baby. They said they were from 
Ilam and had come down to Jhapa 
for medical treatment, they needed 
somewhere to stay for the night. 
Debimaya willingly took them in, 
and since she had to cook for her 
two children anyway, she added 
extra rice for the guests. 

The next morning, the women 
were nowhere to be seen, and their 
newly-born baby was crying in the 
cot. Debimaya waited for the women 
to return, but they never did. 

The 43-year-old Debimaya is a 
refugee from Bhutan along with her 
husband, Omnath, and two children, 
10-year-old Jibesh and four-year-old 
daughter Apsan. They have been 
living in one of the tiny bamboo huts 
within the Timai Refugee Camp in 
eastern Nepal for the past 20 years 
ever since the couple was forced out 
of Bhutan.

Debimaya named the abandoned 
baby Angela, and she treats the two-
and-half year old girl as her own. 
“Angela is mine now,” she says, “I 
don’t know who they were, but they 
left their baby with me, it is my duty 
to take care of her.” Neighbours and 
others have come to ask Debimaya 

in the Isle of Man have 
raised thousands of pounds 
through concerts, parties 
and other fundraisers.

Pahar Trust continues 
to strengthen friendship 
links between its 
established schools 
and schools in the UK, 
facilitating an exchange 
of ideas and resources 
between them. Because a 
majority of the staff at the 
schools are volunteers, 
money raised goes directly 
to fund activities. “No one 
in the UK is remunerated 
for the work they do for 
Pahar Nepal,” Green says.

Four ex-Queen’s Gurkha 
engineers aided in the 
design and construction 
of the schools. The 
local community has 
participated as well, 
providing free labour 
for construction, while 

carrying building materials 
to manage the schools and 
its resources. So a strong 
sense of ownership exists in 
the community. 

“It is not often just a 
school that we leave when 
we go back. These villages 
are too far and too less a 
priority for the government 
to take any notice of. But 
when the villagers realise 
they can do something 
meaningful like building a 
school, they are encouraged 
to take up other projects,” 
Green says.

Pahar Trust used to focus 
on school buildings, but is 
now shifting to improving 
the quality of instruction. 
By moving from hardware 
to software, Pahar Trust  
aims to involve students 
from Nepal itself to help 
out their less-privileged 
counterparts. 

Green says: “If children 
from Isle of Man can work 
for children in Nepal there 
is no reason why better-
placed students at city 
schools can’t do the same.”
www.pahar-trust.org

at a time

GOPAL GARTAULA

Debimaya’s daughter

for the baby, but she refused to give 
her away.

The irony of the story is that 
instead of being praised and rewarded 
for giving refuge to an abandoned 
child, Debimaya’s family is being 
punished. The fact that she has 
an adopted daughter for whom 
she has no papers is delaying her 
family’s processing for third-country 
resettlement. 

Of the 94,000 Bhutan refugees 
eligible for third-country resettlement, 
44,000 have already been sent, 
mostly to the United States but also 
to Australia, New Zealand, Norway, 
the Netherlands and Canada. But 
there are families like Debimaya’s 
facing delays due to adoptions, 
marriages to Nepalis or lack of proper 
documentation. 

Says Debimaya’s friend and 
neighbour, Ranmaya Darji: “She 
loves Angela like her own children, 
it was fate that brought this child to 
Debimaya’s family.” 
Gopal Gartaula in Jhapa
Read also: Gross National Shame, p3

MATERNAL INSTINCT: Debimaya with 
Angela, the baby she adopted after she 
was abandoned in her refugee camp two-
and-half years ago. But because of Angela, 
Debimaya’s acceptance for third-country 
resettlement is being delayed.  

DHANYABAD: Sikles school 
children greet their benefactor, 
Howard Green and his wife last 
week.

HUM BAHADUR GURUNG
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Interview in Kantipur, 24 April

As the standoff continues between Maoist chairman Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal and senior vice chairman Mohan Baidya on the offi cial party line, 
another vice chairman, Baburam Bhattarai, has said that the party should 
come together in favor of peace and constitution while giving space to 
Baidya’s dissenting voice.

Kantipur: How will the party decide 
on the contending proposals by the 
chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal and the 
vice chairman Mohan Baidya?
Baburam Bhattarai: Discussions on both 
of the proposals are going on. We will 
look at both proposals in positive light. If 
there are contending issues, we can move 
ahead after giving space to the note of 
dissent. 

How will the contending issue be 
resolved?

First, consensus will be sought through discussion. If that is not possible, 
the chairman’s proposals may be amended to incorporate genuine 
concerns expressed in the vice chairman’s proposal. But if there is no 
consensus at all, voting will be conducted on the proposals. 

Isn’t the party in danger of splitting after this rift has surfaced? 
I don’t think so. We have resolved such ideological struggles within the 
party before. Our party leadership has worked together for a long period 
and we understand each other’s concerns and sensitivities very well. We 
have seen ups and downs in the past so I don’t think anybody will be in 
favor of splitting the party. We have to give due respect to the dissenting 
voice while moving ahead with the one that the majority has favored. But 
we have to work together.

Why is ‘People’s Revolt’ (Baidya’s proposal) not a favorable 
strategy in current situation?
If you look at the present situation, achievements like republicanism and 
secularism have not been institutionalized and aspirations for changes 
in social and economic structure especially with regard to land reforms 
have not been met. So theoratically speaking, we cannot say that the 
relevance of people’s revolt is over. But if we look at the political ground 
realities, they are not in our favor. The geo-political condition of Nepal is 
such that if we act against these conditions and risk our political integrity, 
the country might slide into another confl ict and become a playground for 
foreign powers. So, in the present context, completing the peace process 
and drafting the constitution are the most practical options. 

Editorial in Naya Patrika, 25 April 2011

The royal regime ended on 24 April 2006 and the House of 
Representatives was reinstated, following the people’s movement. On 
that day, the Maoists entered mainstream politics, which paved way 
for the Constituent Assembly (CA) elections. The subsequent political 
developments that led to the declaration of Nepal as a secular republic 
hold a deep signifi cance in the country’s history. The epochal changes 
that the nation witnessed that day continue to inspire us as we celebrate 
Loktantra Day every 24 April, and remind us that the signifi cance of the 
day lies in its immortalisation of an empowered people who changed the 
course of history.

But the political parties that fought hand-in-hand and led the nation 
through those times of great change are now pitted against the other. 
Has something changed in them, or have they shunned the people’s 
aspirations for greater changes? One does not need to be a political 
expert to see a clear polarisation among the parties, evident in the 
politicisation of the Loktantra Day celebrations in Kathmandu. The parties 
issued statements of good wishes, but they were empty words. The day 
was observed in an environment of disappointment. The very parties that 
combined forces until the CA was formed are now divided on whether to 
retain or dismantle it. There is confl ict even within parties on the issue.

No party is stable right now but within each party there exists 
a strong determination to uphold the integrity of the CA. On this 
Loktantra Day, let us hope that the political parties will do justice to our 
historical achievements and to the assembly that institutionalized these 
achievements. 

Kedar Sharma in Sikshak, 
April-May 2011

It’s about time parents asked 
themselves why they want to 
educate their children.

Is education about gaining 
knowledge or is it simply about 
earning a degree? Based on their 

own experiences, parents expect 
their children to gain the practical 
know-how that would secure their 
children a decent living and prepare 
them for life’s situations.

But a growing number of 
unemployed graduates indicates 
failure in the education system. 
Thousands of educated youth have 
been forced to seek semi-skilled or 

Learning lessons
unskilled jobs abroad because 
their certifi cates and degrees 
are deemed worthless. Besides 
lagging behind in technical 
education, most schools fail to 
teach basic skills and etiquette 
such as applying fi rst aid to 
an injured person, maintaining 
clean public spaces or abiding 
by traffi c rules. Our education 
system has failed to teach our 
children the value of labor and 
instead has contributed to the 
misconception that only desk 
jobs are respectable. Often, 
children are ashamed of the work 
their parents do, especially if it 
involves manual labor.

Schools need to reorganise 
and revise their curriculum in a 
way that will allow students to 
learn beyond the textbooks. But 
it is also up to teachers to impart 
useful skills through innovative 
instruction. This will not only 
bring about positive change in 
their lives but also contribute to 
building an empowered society in 
the long run.

Do not forget

War or Peace

BIKRAM RAI
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NEW YORK – Al Jazeera 
correspondent Ayman Mohyeldin 
(pictured left) is on a victory lap in the 
United States – or rather, Al Jazeera is 
sending him on its own victory lap. 
After all, Mohyeldin is a modest guy, 
despite being one of Al Jazeera’s best-
known reporters – and clearly a rising 
international media star.

Al Jazeera has good reason to 
gloat: it has new cachet in the US after 
millions of Americans, hungry for 
on-the-ground reporting from Egypt, 
turned to its online live stream and 
Mohyeldin’s coverage from Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square. 

The network has been targeted 
by the US government since 2003, 
when former Vice President Dick 
Cheney and former Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld described it as 
tantamount to an arm of Al Qaeda. 
Two of its reporters were later killed 
in Baghdad when a US tank fired on 
the Hotel Palestine, where, according 
to US officials, it was believed that a 
spotter directing fire at US troops was 
located. 

And, to this day, Al Jazeera, which, 
together with BBC News, has become 
one of the premier global outlets for 
serious television news, is virtually 
impossible to find on televisions in 
the US. So Al Jazeera is sending its 
news team around the US in an effort 
to “mainstream” the faces of this once-
demonized network.The station’s US 
push could hardly be more necessary 
– to Americans. By being denied the 

right to watch Al Jazeera, Americans 
are being kept in a bubble, sealed off 
from the images and narratives that 
inform the rest of the world.

Consider the recent scandal 
surrounding atrocity photos taken by 
US soldiers in Afghanistan, which 
are now available on news outlets, 
including Al Jazeera, around the 
globe but have not penetrated the US 
media stream. And the images are so 
extraordinarily shocking that failing 

to show them – along with graphic 
images of the bombardment of children 
in Gaza, say, or exit interviews with 
survivors of Guantánamo – keeps 
Americans from understanding events 
that may be as traumatic to others as 
the trauma of the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001. For example, the 
leading US media outlets, including 
The New York Times, have not seen 
fit to mention that one of the photos 
shows a US soldier holding the head 

of a dead Afghan civilian as though it 
were a hunting trophy.

So, for America’s sake, I hope 
that Al Jazeera penetrates the US 
media market. Unless Americans see 
the images and narratives that shape 
how others see us, the US will not be 
able to overcome its reputation as the 
world’s half-blind bully.

Indeed, Egyptians are in some 
ways now better informed than 
Americans (and, as Thomas Jefferson 
often repeated, liberty is not possible 
without an informed citizenry). Egypt 
has 30 newspapers and more than 
200 television channels. America’s 
newspapers are dying, foreign news 
coverage has been cut to three or four 
minutes, at most, at the end of one 
or two evening newscasts, and most 
of its TV channels are taken up with 
reality shows.

Americans have a hunger for 
international news; it is a myth that 
we can’t be bothered with the outside 
world. Maybe Americans will rise up 
and threaten to boycott their cable 
and satellite providers unless we get 
our Al Jazeera – and other carriers of 
international news. We would then 
come one step closer to being part 
of the larger world – a world that, 
otherwise, will eventually simply 
leave us behind.

Naomi Wolf is a political activist and 
social critic whose most recent book 
is Give Me Liberty: A Handbook for 
American Revolutionaries.

I Want 
My Al Jazeera

NAOMI WOLF
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16 BACK SIDE

Things are so bad, they can’t 
get any worse, right? Um, 
not really. Beware of the 

month of May. Everyone and 
their grandmother will be out on 
the streets, so maybe it is time to 
bug out and do the Mansarovar 
pilgrimage that you always wanted 
to do. The Prime Minister is 
getting the hell outa here, too, to 
attend as special invitee at the 
International Conference of the 
World’s Worst-governed Countries 
in Turkey just so that he can pop in 
on Manmohanji on the way back. 
JN fi gures that if he only gets to 
kowtow at the Delhi Darbar, it will 
ensure his longevity back home.    

He should be worried because the 
buzz is that Jhol Nut’s days are 
numbered, and the Kangresi plus 
Eh-maley dissidents are massing 
at the gates and licking their 
chops. If, as Comrade Top Budder 
has been publicly insinuating, his 
mentor Com Babura is going to 
lead that consensus govt, JN could 
fi nd the rug pulled from under him. 
Meanwhile, PKD is convinced it’s 
his turn if JNK is ousted because 

The stench is getting unbearable
that is what the fi ne print in the 
7-point agreement said.

The Mule’s mole at the Pistachio 
Palace, however, confi rms that Com 
Awfulness summoned Bigplop over 
to smoothen Baidya Kaka’s feathers. 
PKD’s tack was to assuage the 
hardliners that his switch to “peace 
and constitution” and abandoning 
“revolt” was a fl anking maneuver 
to trick the Indians and to pave the 
way for total takeover. Don’t think 
Bigplop bought that, especially since 
Baidya told the Centcom just the day 
before that he was sick and tired 
of Chairman Fearsome saying one 
thing and doing another.      

Even the Prime Minister’s friends 
and allies now admit that Comrade 
JN is hopelessly disaster-prone. 
The man has broken all records 
in the number of crises unleashed 
during the three months after he took 
offi ce. No other prime ministership, 
not even during the intriguing 
period of hereditary Sri Tin Purdan 
Muntris, has been as eventful as 
this honeymoon period. The stench 

is getting overpowering, but look at 
it this way, there hasn’t been a dull 
moment since Jhal Gnat took over. 
The story so far: 

z A media moghul is shot inside 
prison by a hitman
z Another hitman shoots a diplomat 
in broad daylight
z Businessmen and traders are 
mowed down @ one/day
z Abductions and extortion don’t 
even make it to the news anymore
z Tea estates have been 
captured by striking workers 
who (no kidding) want
to get back to work
z The capital and 
surrounding 10 
districts is closed 
down by those 
who
want 
to 

support Nepal Tourism Year by 
forcing tourists to begin their trek 
from Tribhuvan Interminable Airport 
itself (pencil in nudder bunned on 
May 3) 
z The prime minister is in power 
in a powerless country
z Minister of Power suffers knife 
attack, assailant is caught but he 
is too hot to touch because he is a 
UML aparatchik from Dhading
z He appoints a state minister 
of fi nance who resigns after it 

is revealed he is a Chinese 
undercover spook with fi ve 
names and three passports

z He appoints another state 
minister who resigns because she 
isn’t given full ministership
z Mr Alam sits at home in his 
daura suruwal for Baluwatar to call 
him for a swearing-in that never 
happens, he is so angry he is 
staging a mutiny
z Turns out many more CA 
members have slyly sold red 
passports to highest bidders
z Four CA members force the 
adjournment of parliament when 
they noisily gherao the rostrum 
z Meanwhile, we neither have 
a Domestic Minister or a Foreign 
Minister, not that anyone has 
noticed 
z The Finance Secretary resigns 
accusing the Finance Minister of 
being a crook
z A good Samaritan in Dharan 
turns out to be a crook too, but 
only after the prez and justice-in-
chief both fall for the hoax

Headline of the 
week: ‘Bandh 
Peaceful: Drivers 
Beaten Up, Taxis 
Vandalised’.

                     

            

MIN RATNA BAJRACHARYA
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