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SUBHAS RAI

This week marks 20 
years since the start 
of the Maoist conflict, 

and in a few months it will be 
10 years after it ended. 

It was Baburam Bhattarai 
of the Samyukta Jana Morcha, the 
electoral avatar of the underground 
Maoists, who on 4 February 1996 
presented the government of Prime Minister 
Sher Bahadur Deuba with a list of 40 demands 
that he wanted fulfilled in two weeks ... or 
else. 

Deuba did not pay much attention, 
as he was unduly  distracted with 
infighting within his Nepali Congress 
party and an impending visit to New 
Delhi. Bhattarai never intended to 
wait two weeks anyway, and launched 
simultaneous attacks on police stations 
across the country on the night of 13 
February 1996. A day before Valentine’s 
Day, the Maoists went on the warpath. 

The attack on the Holeri police station was 
led by Barsha Man Pun (currently secretary 
of the UCPNM and former finance minister) 
and Nanda Kishor Pun (now Nepal’s vice-
president).  

Bhattarai knew that many of the 40 
demands were not within the Prime Minister’s 
power to fulfill: like clipping the wings of the 
king and royal family, removing ‘unequal’ clauses 
in the 1950 Indo-Nepal treaty, and scrapping 
Gurkha recruitment. And there were absurd 
demands that seem to have been included 
just so that the list would contain 
a total of 40: banning ‘lurid’ 
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Q.  Do you support the Madhesi Front?

Weekly Internet Poll  #794

Weekly Internet Poll  #795
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q.  Should India lift the blockade now?

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Walking the holy river by 
Lucia De Vries (810 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
Losing Paradise by Kunda Dixit 
(30 retweets, 15 favourites)

Most commented  
Border Control  (5 comments)

Most shared on Facebook
Last but not least by Jan Møller Hansen 
(27 shares)

Most reached on Facebook 
Stop and Go
Five cargo trucks entered Nepal through Birganj-Raxaul border on Friday for the 

fi rst time in four months since the Indian blockade started in late September. 

Total votes: 105

BORDER CONTROL
I wonder whether these politicians even 
know what the people actually want (‘Border 
control’, Editorial, #793). Do they even 
bother to visit their constituencies once 
the election is over? Why make the people 
suffer?

Kumar

How can you call this an Indian blockade 
when it is the opportunist Madheshi leaders 
who are not allowing vehicles to cross over 
into Nepal?

Nitin

The blockade is partially enforced by 
Tarai protesting groups and remaining work 
is being done by India, by intercepting trade 
on the other side. No group can hold a 
1000km long border without any help.

Aham Brahma 

The main reason why there is little 
support for the Madhes movement is 
because it is led by a group of men who 
have been rejected by their own people. 
There is no leader in the Madhesi Front 
today that is able to command genuine 
respect and loyalty from the Madhesi people. 
That’s the reason they keep visiting New 
Delhi and neighbouring Indian states for 

support as they aren’t getting any back 
at home. 

Shyam 

UNSAFE WORKPLACES
The economy would be even less viable 
without remittances but in the long run 
this is no way to achieve sustainable 
development (‘Unsafe workplaces’, Om 
Astha Rai, #793). 

Pigreen

When has the Nepali government 
ever been pro-active? All our leaders 
know to do is wait for a situation to get 
worse and then react only after mounting 
public pressure.

Sunita L

The government should seriously 
work towards creating jobs at home 
to retain young men and women from 
venturing overseas where they are prone 
to exploitation and unsafe conditions.  
Remittance alone will not sustain the 
nation forever.

Pabitra

WALKING THE HOLY RIVER
It is high time people realise that cleaning 
up of Bagmati will require more serious 

efforts than just fi shing out plastics and 
other waste every weekend (‘Walking 
the holy river’, Lucia De Vries, #793). 
If you really want the river to remain 
clean, stop throwing your waste there.

Kumar

They are building sewage canals 
leading to the river without treatment, 
and expect the river to be clean?

Namah

Wow, can’t believe people still 
consider this river sacred. It’s a holy 
mess. 

Concerned Nepali

20  WASTED  YEARS 
Those who don’t learn from history are doomed to repeat it.

17,000 people died in ten years, 1,400 are still listed as 
‘disappeared’, tens of thousands were wounded, and 
millions were internally displaced or became refugees 
in India. There were massive human rights violations by 
both sides. Development was pushed back by decades, 
infrastructure projects got further delayed, jobless 
youth left the country in increasing numbers to find work 
overseas. 

The conflict and prolonged political transition delayed 
major hydropower and infrastructure projects, which 
is why we still suffer 15-hour power cuts every day. 
Investors fled, jobs disappeared, and nearly 18 per cent of 
Nepal’s population, mainly young men, work abroad. 

Looking back at the 40-point demand, Maoist 
ideologue-in-chief Baburam Bhattarai should have a 
tinge of regret. But he probably does not because Maoist 
communists are not one to say 'sorry', or admit they are 
ever wrong. Now, Bhattarai has erased the ‘c’ word from 
the manifesto of his non-communist New Force party. 
His website no longer has pictures of himself as a young 
revolutionary. He has photoshopped his own history.

Bhattarai’s 40 points included some pretty outlandish 
demands, but you couldn’t argue about many other 
socially progressive ones like a minimum wage for 
workers, free health and education, an effective disaster 
relief mechanism, protection of domestic industry, and 
job creation through infrastructure development.

One of the 40 Maoist demands from 1996 was the 
‘elimination of corruption’. Laudable, but lamentably 
laughable today given the level of graft we witnessed 
during the two Maoist governments since 2008. Today, 
the Maoist party has fragmented into five pieces and is 
a shadow of its former self. A loony fringe led by Netra 
Bikram Chand hasn’t learnt its lesson and is still talking 
about a ‘protracted war’. 

Those who don’t learn from history are doomed to 
repeat it. 

Bollywood movies, and ‘ending 
cultural pollution’ of the nation. So, 

Deuba took off for New Delhi and it 
was while he was still in India that he 
heard that the Maoists had started a 

war back home. 
There was much -- and fervent -- 

hope for democracy and development 
after the street protests in 1990 that led King 

Birendra to lift the ban on political parties and 
the writing of a new constitution. The press 
was unshackled, and foreign investment 
flooded into the country. Local elections 
ensured accountable leaders, and for 
the first time, democracy delivered 

development.
Yet, democracy was slow to address 

entrenched social inequity, social injustice 
and structural discrimination. The Maoist 

war set out to address these problems, 
but as Professor Krishna Khanal tells our 
correspondent Om Astha Rai on page 14-
15, the 40 points were just a ruse for the 
Maoists to get to power. And because the 
objective conditions for revolution were 

so explosive, the spark they lit in Holeri 
in 1996 spread like wildfire across the 
country. A feckless state fanned the 

flames with characteristic mismanagement 
and apathy. When the state did act, security 

forces unleashed brutal crackdowns in the Maoist 
heartland, pushing ordinary people -- who had 
wanted no part in the war -- to the Maoist fold.

It was a calculated rebel strategy to target 
elected village and district councils. By the end 

of the conflict the Maoists had bombed 90 
per cent of VDC buildings. More than 

SURESH BIDARI (5,556 PEOPLE REACHED)
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THIS IS IT
Rubeena Mahato

In the larger scheme of 
things, the petty games that 
politicians play to keep 

themselves relevant should not 
matter much. They have done 
it year after year, decade after 
decade — it’s the same plot and 
even the characters are the same.

An impoverished, disaster-
prone country should have more 
things to worry about: climate 
change, the exodus of the young 
and able, or a moribund economy. 
But Nepalis are doomed to be 

consumed by politics of the worst 
kind. The collective energy of 
this nation is spent on who gets 
to preside over the government 
and how to unseat the incumbent 
that is only weeks into its 
tenure. Everything, including 
suffering of earthquake survivors 
due to government apathy and 
incompetence, is secondary.

If it wasn’t for the enormous 
potential that this country 
possesses, it would have been 
difficult not to be enveloped by 
cynicism and crippling despair. 
For 20 years a grassroots, non-
violent social movement has 
been slowly sweeping across the 
country organising the poorest 
and the most marginalised to live 
a life of freedom and dignity. 
It has 100,000 members who 
are landless, land-poor, former 
Haliyas, Kamaiyas, Kamlaris 
and Dalits and they have been 
spearheading a struggle for land 
and agrarian rights in Nepal.

The National Land Rights 
Forum (NLRF) has obtained 
land titles for more than 39,000 
landless and tenant farmers, and 
has played a pivotal role in the 
introduction of the Joint Land 

Ownership Policy, helping to 
establish equal ownership of land 
for women. It was a result of a 
long struggle that culminated in 
an eight-day sit-in by a thousand 
landless women in Khula Manch.  

The advocacy of this 
group along with other Dalit 
organisations was instrumental 
in ensuring inclusion of the 
provision that guarantees land 
to landless Dalits in the new 
constitution. Several progressive 
land provisions in the 
constitution, including a stop to 
forceful evictions, stem directly 
from the work done by this 
movement. The Dalit chairperson 
of NLRF, Lyam Bahadur Darjee, 
told me recently: “The new 
constitution uses the exact words 
we proposed on ending dual land 
ownership.”   

In a society where power 
has traditionally been exercised 
through control over land, those 
without land ownership lie at the 
bottom of social and economic 
hierarchy.  The poorest in Nepal 
are those who do not own the 
land they till. Excluding the 
landless has been one of the ways 
to maintain Nepal’s unequal 
power relations. It is no surprise 
that Dalits both in the hills 
and plains are predominantly 
landless.

To see a campaign led by 
some of the most deprived and 
marginalised communities in 
Nepal effect policy level changes 
amidst uncooperative and at 
times hostile state institutions, 
proves how powerful and 
transformatory social movements 
can be. More than anything 
else, for me, it was also an 
affirmation of the power of non-
violent action and activism. 
Full disclosure: I work in an 
organisation that collaborates 
with the NLRF, but I witnessed 
the power of community 
empowerment with my own eyes. 

Visiting landless groups in 
eastern Nepal who have lived 
without land entitlement for 
generations and faced constant 
harassment, violence and eviction 
by state authorities, I was struck 
by the extent of the injustices they 
have faced, and the resolve they 
showed in improving their lives. 

The groups have been running 
agro-enterprises and cooperatives 
to improve livelihoods, mobilise 
resources and actively resist land 
rights violations. Even the poorest 

families send 
children to school. 
Led by women, 
Dalits and other 
ostracised groups, 
the movement 
has also helped 
challenge norms 
of gender and 
caste. Recently, 
NLRF contributed 
inputs for the sixth 
amendment to the 
Land Act and is 
now working to 
provide feedback 
for Land Use 
Policy so that the 
policy protects 
the interests of the 
land-poor.

To be 
sure, there 
are challenges 

ahead. Thousands of landless 
families live in abject poverty, 
and policy reforms are difficult 
to implement when many in state 
institutions and bureaucracy 
come from landholding families 
whose interests clash with the 
landless. Land rights activists 
are routinely harassed, arrested 
and have their settlements burnt 
down. Peaceful demonstrations 
and rallies are disrupted as the 
campaign is often perceived to be 
anti-government.  

Gains of Nepal’s land 
rights movement has 
come not from bloodshed 
and war, but from a non-
violent social movement.

LAND 
FOR      
PEACE

At times it is difficult to run 
campaigns because most activists 
are poor and have to work to earn 
daily wages. Despite this, there is 
real drive and motivation among 
members and a belief in their 
collective strength to influence 
change.

Talking to them, I couldn’t 
help but think of political parties 
who have exploited the agenda 
of land reform to gain popular 
support. Land Reform was in fact 
one of the main demands of the 
Maoists when they launched their 
armed struggle exactly 20 years 
ago this week. They conveniently 
abandoned it once in power. 

These hard won reforms in 
land governance have come not 
from bloodshed and war, but from 
committed advocacy by a non-
violent social movement.

Political violence and 
blackmail have become accepted 
routes to power in Nepal, but it 
is only through peaceful struggle 
and participation in democratic 
processes that any real social or 
political change can be achieved. 
Changes sought by violent means 
are short-lived and cause more 
damage than the good they were 
supposed to deliver. However, 
social movements led by the land-
poor are well and alive in Nepal, 
as they are willing to take the long 
but rewarding road to freedom.

CSRC
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New in town
Huawei unveiled its 
new smartphones, 
Mate 8 and GR5 in 
an event at Bangkok 
recently. The upgrade 
to Mate 8, Southeast 
Asia managing director 
Thomas Liu claims, is 
due to the popularity of Mate 
7. The model stated to launch this 
month in Nepal targets the youths 
and boasts of superior processing 
speed and power backup. GR5, 
modelled for business persons, 
comes with a 3000 mAH battery 
which lasts up to 24 hours once 
charged, according to the company.

Fly to Gotham City
Turkish Airlines recently partnered 
with Warner Bros. for the promotion 
of Batman v Superman: Dawn of 

Justice. From 8 February through 
mid March 2016 travellers can 
book fl ights to Gotham City and 
Metropolis to experience the home 
cities of the superheroes virtually. 
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BIZ BRIEFS

Winterland mania
Sipradi Trading, sole distributor of Tata 
passenger vehicles in Nepal, along 
with TATA Motors 
recently launched 
“Winter Wonder”.  
Customers, on every 
purchase of Zest, Bolt and Storme, 
will be eligible to get a Yamaha FZ_S 
FI V2.0 ,a Samsung Note 5 and free 
accessories worth Rs 25000 . 

KTM in Ktm
Hansraj Hulaschand, sole distributor 
of European motorcycle manufacturer 
KTM, launched its exclusive outlet at 

Pulchok 
along with 
its second 
exclusive 
service 
center at 

Jawalakhel recently. The showroom 
will off er customers a range of KTM 
bikes as well as KTM Power-wear 
merchandise. 

Brand new Honda
Honda has introduced three new 
mortorcycle models 
in the Nepali market: 
HONDA MSX125, 
HONDA CB500F and 
HONDA CRF 250M. These motorcycles 
are priced between Rs 599,000 to 
Rs 999,000.

City Office
Bakhundol, Lalitpur

Tel: 977-01-5529210/11 
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Tel: 977-01-5250017/18

sales@jppl.com.np
URL: www.jagadambapress.com



Watch video of cubs at home 
nepalitimes.com

6 NATION 5 - 11 FEBRUARY 2016  #794

SONAM TASHI LAMA



FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

The westerly fronts this season have been few and far between, 
with a severe drought now aff ecting a swathe of central Nepal’s 
midhills. Looks like all the snow fell in the American eastern 
seaboard. This means more dust in the air right across north 
India, and mixed with pollution it fi lters the sunshine, keeping 
the maximum temperature low. The minimum temperature, 
meanwhile, is higher than normal because of the blanket 
eff ect. There is a weak low pressure system riding the jetstream 
which should arrive over Nepal late Sunday, with the possibility 
of some rain and snow early next week. But don’t bet on it.KATHMANDUKATHMANDU

SMRITI BASNET
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Looking back,
An exhibition of photos taken by Tony 
Hagen during his travels to Nepal 
between 1950 to 1980. 
5 to 7 February, 11.30am to 4pm, 
Nepal Tourism Board, Bhrikuti Mandap 

Cycle for a cause,
Join the Annapurna Post cycle rally for 
cancer awareness.
7.30 to 10.30 am, 6 February, Tinkune, 
Tickets available at
annapurnacyclerally2016.eventbrite.com 

Losar,
The Tamang and Tibetan communities in 
Nepal mark the beginning of a new year.  
9 February

Olive Garden,
The Olive Garden at Radisson Hotel has 
rolled out a special fi sh menu for the 
months of January and February. Enjoy a 
variety of local and international fi sh with 
a Mediterranean styled menu.  
6 to 10pm, Olive Garden Restaurant, 
Radisson Hotel, Lajimpat, (01)4411818, 
outlets@radkat.com.np

Barahi Jungle Lodge, 
The fi rst eco-jungle lodge of Chitwan 
directly overlooks the Chitwan National 
Par. Andrauli, West Chitwan, (01)4411113, 
bjl@barahi.com, www.barahijunglelodge.com

Rock night,
A 2-in-1 tribute show to Foo Fighters and 
RHCP by Electric Air and Monkey Temple.
6 February, 1 to 6pm, Purple Haze Rock Bar, 
Thamel, 9849332059

Sabin Rai and The Electrix,
Enjoy a musical evening with Sabin Rai 
and The Electrix.
6 February, 5.45pm onwards, Patio 747, 
Boudha

Asian Enduro Series,
Navigate exciting terrains with the fi rst 
Asian Enduro Series. 
5 to 10 April, Kathmandu,
Tickets available at www.enduro.asia

Himalayan Rush,
Gear up for the fi fth edition of Himalayan 
Rush triathlon series and experience the 
thrill of trail running, cycling and fresh 
water swimming.
26 March, Begnas, Pokhara, 
(01)5550758/ (01)5550759

Meet with Dr Mahabir Pun,
Interact with and learn more about social 
entrepreneurship from Magsaysay winner 
Mahabir Pun. 
9 February, 11am to 4 pm, Kathmandu

Photography workshop,
Learn the A-Z of photography with this 12-
day course off ered  by School of Creative 
Communications. 
10 February onwards, 7 to 9am, Kupondol, 
Rs 6,500, (01)5546705/9840061192, 
scc.kathmandu@gmail.com

Art market, 
Shop directly from artists and artisans. 
6 February, 12 to 4pm, The Yellow House, 
Sanepa, (01)5553869

Digital mapping,
A workshop on digital mapping by 
Storycycle. 
7 February, 11am to 1pm, 
Mahabir's Center for Nepal Connection, 
Thamel 
www.storycycle.com

The Vagina Monologues 2016,
Hear out a collection of experiences and 
female voices on sex, relationships and 
violence against women.
12 to 14 February, 5 to 7pm, Tickets: Rs 200 
(Valid student ID), Rs 300 and Rs 500 (phone 
booking preferred), Mandala Theatre, 
Anamnagar 

Year of the monkey
Usher in the Chinese New Year with 
a lavish dinner at Hyatt Regency 
Kathmandu’s The Cafe Restaurant. 
Indulge in delectable Chinese dishes, 
with a choice of varied vegetarian as 
well as non vegetarian spread. Diners 
will also get a chance to win airline 
tickets for two and a three-night stay 
at Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, Tsim Sha 
Tsui.
8 February, Rs 2000++ per person 
Hyatt Regency Kathmandu, Boudha
(01)4491234

Joss Stone in Nepal,
Don't miss out English soul star, 
Joss Stone’s fi rst performance in 
Kathmandu. Tickets available at House 
of Music, Moksh, Sound Factory and 
Jazz Upstairs. 
18 February, 6pm onwards, 
Hyatt Regency, Boudha, Rs 4990 (including 
dinner), for bookings: (01)2299759, 
9843600948/9851075172. 

Diwas Gurung Live,
Acclaimed song writer and guitarist Diwas 
Gurung is back in K-town. 
19 February, 6pm onwards, Moksh, Rs 300

Tribute to AC/DC,
The Midnights Riders' ultimate tribute to 
AC/DC.
13 February, 3pm onwards, 
Purple Haze Rock Bar, Thamel, 9849076217

Korea Pyongyang 
Arirang Restaurant,
The only restaurant in Kathmandu off ering 
North Korean delicacies.  
Darbar Marg, (01)4233243

Tasneem's Kings Kitchen, 
A charming restaurant proposing the 
unique fl avours of distinctive Bohra 
Muslim Food.  
Jhamsikhel, 9801282727, (01)2239532

The Sunrise Restaurant,
Rekindle your romance with a candle 
lit dinner for two. Price: Rs 2500+ per 
person including a glass o red or white 
house wine.
6 30 pm onwards, 14 February, Hotel Yak & 
Yeti, For reservations: (01) 4248999 Ext.: 2865
 

Dwarika’s Resort 
A holistic lifestyle retreat, drawing on 
ancient Himalayan knowledge and 
philosophy of care for nature and for 
oneself, set in magnifi cent natural 
surroundings.
Dhulikhel, (11)490612, 
info@dwarikas-dhulikhel.com

Balthali Village Resort, 
A small, cosy retreat with a bird’s eye view 
of green terrace fi elds dotted with ochre 
painted houses. 
Balthali, Kavre, 9851075818

The Yellow House, 
Bed and breakfast for the light traveller. 
Sanepa, (01)5553869/5522078, 
www.theyellowhouse.com.np

Buddha Maya Gardens Hotel, 
Add value to your travel in Lumbini with a 
stay at probably the best hotel in the area. 
Lumbini, (71)580220, 9801033109, 
info@ktmgh.com

All about Jazz,
Acclaimed singer, songwriter and jazz 
pianist Tina deVaron performs for the fi rst 
time in Nepal. Tickets for the show will be 
available at Dhokaima café and Manny 
Tapas and Eatery Bar.
5 February, 6pm to 7.30 pm, Kamalmani 
Theatre, Rato Bangala School, Patan Dhoka, 
Ticket price: Rs 500

Bal Sahitya Mahotsav 2016,
The children's literature festival is back 
with its second edition. The two-day event 
aims to inculcate the habit of reading in 
children and hopes to take this initiative 
to other districts in Nepal. 
8 30am to 4pm, 6-7 February, 
Rato Bangala School, Patan Dhoka, 
(01) 5522614
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no way I was going to apologise for 
something I hadn’t done … if I have 
one regret about those hurtful few 
weeks it’s only that I spent too much 
energy explaining myself.’

It is Dutt’s tenacity and 
commitment to the profession that 
sees her through, values that she was 
brought up with by her journalist 
mother. Today, with nearly 3.5 
million followers on Twitter, Dutt 
is one of those celebrity journalists 
who has found that the social web 
is double-edged: it can amplify her 
message but also be the medium 
for hate and anger. A look at Dutt’s 

Twitter timeline indicates that there 
is a lot of hate and anger directed at 
her, most of it from the Hindu right 
and from insecure men who feel 
threatened by her gender activism.

Dutt recounts going out to 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and the 
streets of Delhi to cover horrifying 
rapes and abuse of women, she finds 
out how caste, class and politics 
all come into play in protecting 
perpetrators. We revisit the story of 
Bhanwari Devi, the Dalit woman who 
was raped by upper caste men who 
are too powerful to be apprehended 
by police. And the gruesome and 

media operates.
This Unquiet Land is a ‘terrific’ 

introduction to recent Indian 
history, and should be required 
reading for journalists everywhere 
— especially here in Nepal where the 
socio-political fault lines are similar. 
Dutt says the book has allowed her 
to understand India better, and 
concludes with what could be her 
motto: ‘Nothing, no matter how 
crazy, will stop me in my efforts to 
get a good story.’ 

In her recently-released book, This 
Unquiet Land, Indian tv journalist 
Barkha Dutt exposes chapter-by-

chapter the fault lines of modern 
India: the appalling social inequities, 
structural violence against women, 
religious fanaticism, and the chasms 
of caste and class. And the reaction 
to the book in India’s public sphere 
has proven just how entrenched 
those fault lines are.

Dutt has been pilloried on social 
media platforms, she has been 
vilified personally and her liberal 
agenda on gender, secularism 
and an open society relentlessly 
ridiculed. None of this is new for 
Dutt, of course, she is no stranger to 
controversy.

“I have realised that as a 
journalist in the age of Twitter you 
have to have a thick skin, the attacks 
can be vituperative and venomous,” 
Dutt said while attending the Nepal 
Literature Festival in Pokhara earlier 
this week (pic). Indeed, while giving 
readers an eye-witness account of 
recent news events in India, This 
Unquiet Land devotes considerable 
space to Dutt’s side of the story on 
how her Iridium sat-phone couldn’t 
have given away the position of an 
Indian forward base to Pakistani 
artillery commanders, why it was 
essential for a journalist to cover 
events like the Taj attack live on tv, 
or her role in the Radia Tape scandal.

Well-wishers advised Dutt to 
say sorry and get it over with, but 
as she writes in the introduction to 
her book: ‘ … there was absolutely 

KUNDA DIXIT tragic story of the medical student 
whose gang rape in a Delhi bus 
unleashed a firestorm of protests.

Almost as an afterthought, 
towards the end of that chapter, 
Dutt goes on to reveal for the first 
time about being sexually abused 
herself by a relative when she was 
ten. The ordeal seems to have 
shaped her career and fuelled her 
drive for justice through journalism. 
But by not playing up her own 
experience, she lends more credence 
to the stories of other victims of 
sexual violence that she covers.

Dutt is a staunch defender of 
the public service role of media, and 
is sensitive to generalised criticism 
of journalism. Yes, tv is dumbing 
down content, she says, but there 
is enough space for real debate on 
real issues. Yes, there are too many 
talking heads and they are all talking 
at the same time, but at least people 
can vent their feelings. 

However, Dutt is keenly aware 
of the ‘content hierarchy’ and the 
way the news agenda is shaped 
by industry. She sees a need to 
balance commercialisation of 
media with independent and 
relevant content. In answer to a 
question in Pokhara, she admitted 
that Indian tv journalists can be 
boorish and inaccurate like when 
they parachuted in to cover last 
year’s earthquake in Nepal, or in 
not doing enough to highlight 
the humanitarian impact of the 
blockade. But that is the way they 
cover domestic news events in India 
itself, they don’t have anything 
against Nepal per se. Come to 
think of it, that is quite a strong 
indictment of the way the Indian 
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