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After nearly five months of being blockaded 
informally, India’s siege of Nepal was 
formally lifted this week by its proxies. 

Only the very naive or the extremely ill-informed 
still believe that the Nepal-India border was being 
blockaded by a bamboo pole guarded by a few men 
smoking in a tent.

Why New Delhi did it, and what India stood to 
gain strategically from throttling a smaller neighbour 
is a mystery. Students of international relations will 
be debating this long into the future, and no doubt 
someone will write yet another tell-all bestseller 
relying on Indian spooks spilling the beans. For 
now, we can merely attempt to connect the dots. 

Whichever side of the debate you are on, whether 
or not you believe the blockade was the handiwork 
of the New Delhi establishment, there is one 
undeniable fact: the siege caused a humanitarian 
crisis among Nepal’s 28 million people that 
compounded the suffering of more than 2 million earthquake 
survivors. After reporting in this paper from the field on 
the prolonged disaster caused by lack of medicines and the 
inability to deliver relief supplies due to the fuel shortage, 
we have gone so far as to call it a crime against humanity. 

Short of declaring war on a neighbour and bombing it, a 
siege like this is the easiest and cheapest way for one country 
to wreck another. India has devastated Nepal’s economy, 
investors have pulled out, energy and infrastructure projects 
are indefinitely delayed, and development has been pushed 
back by at least a decade. One of the poorest and most badly 
governed countries in Asia is even poorer. Its gains in health 
and education over the past two decades have been eroded. 

One of the most sobering aspects of the blockade has been 
the utter disinterest of the international community. Except 
for a few development agencies, ‘friendly countries’ were 
conspicuous by their eerie silence and a notable reluctance 
to speak out in the might-is-right world of realpolitik.

Willingly or unwillingly, the internationals suspended 
their disbelief and bought New Delhi’s line that this was all 
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Q.  Do you think the black market is being supported by 
the State?
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Q.  Do you support the Madhesi Front?

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Working at home by 
Sahina Shrestha (6,286 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
Warriors in peacetime by Gopal Gartaula 
(102 retweets, 117 favourites)

Most commented  
What was it all for ? 
by Om Astha Rai (11 comments)

Most reached on Facebook
Working at home by Sahina Shrestha 
(7,961 people reached)

Most shared on Facebook
Devotees take a holy bath during the Swasthani Brata Katha festival at 
Pashupatinath Temple on Monday.

Total votes: 145

20 YEARS WASTED
The editorial, for some reason, is too 
kind on BRB and it also tries to lend 
respectability to the 40-point demand 
which was nothing but an excuse for 
the Maoists to wage a war in their quest 
for power (’20 years wasted’, Editorial, 
#794). The Maoists only had nine MPs 
in parliament in those days. There 
was no way BRB and co. could have 
competed the two other major parties 
in the polls under the extant rule of the 
game. Hence the Pol Pot approach. 
And his mentors in India were always 
ready to help anybody with anything 
as long as it kept Nepal, as one Indian 
author put it, “in a state of intrinsic 
instability”. 

Bihari Shrestha

WARRIORS IN PEACETIME
The teal tragedy is that a few wo/men 
can brainwash so many, so easily to 
commit the most horrifi c acts including 
murder and torture (‘Warrions in 
peacetime’, Gopal Gartaula, #794). 
It makes me ask- what kind of social 
structures did we even have in place 
that so many turned against the 
mainstream?

Namah 

They are as guilty as BRB and 
Prachanda. I don’t feel sorry for them.

Anonymous

WHAT WAS IT ALL FOR?
So a spoilt brat did not get what he 
demanded and took up arms and went 
about killing 17,000 people. A cold 
blooded communist like BRB sees only 
violence as a means to power. Electoral 
system for him is hogwash. And there 
are still those who join this criminal in his 
new political adventure. 

Hurray

Read the list once again. Those are 
genuine demands. 

Sharp 

WORKING AT HOME
I would like the author to research 
('Working at home', Sahina Shrestha, 
#794):
1. How many actually return after 
graduating?
2. How many of the returnees are from 
the disenfranchised sections of Nepali 
society? Why is this important? We 
know that things ‘happen’ only for those 
who ‘know’ the right people. It would be 
interesting to know the differences in 

demographics and returnees.
Namah

Good article, but couldn’t we fi nd 
more young folks outside of Dayitvaa 
foundation? I am sure there are more 
young men and women who have 
returned from overseas and doing 
good work.

WTF
 

AUTOPSY  OF  A  BLOCKADE
The most important lesson for Nepal from this crisis is to massage Big Brother’s ego and keep him happy.

The TMLP’s Mahanta Thakur admitted the 
other day that the blockade had to be called off 
without the main demands of the Madhesi Front 
being met. But he tried to put a brave face on it 
by adding that at least the people in the plains 
are now more aware of their rights and can’t be 
pushed around anymore. He’s probably right 
in that Madhesi leaders who lost in the 2013 
elections will get more votes in the next election. 

In Kathmandu, Prime Minister K P Oli held out 
for five months by playing the nationalism card 
even though public anger against his government 
was growing. The Indians must have thought that 
the blockade would bring Nepal’s government 
to wave the white flag, but underestimated the 
capacity of ordinary Nepalis to endure adversity 
and the manner in which the black market kept 
the country going.

The blockade dragged on for far longer than 
it should have because the party most responsible for it  
wanted to save face and take credit for lifting it. New Delhi 
deftly pretended to twist the tails of Madhesi leaders to 
lift the blockade, while Madhesi leaders competed among 
themselves to be more radical. 

It was also prolonged because the establishment in 
Kathmandu was profiteering so much from the smuggling, 
and could scapegoat India to divert attention from its own 
failure of governance. Even the Nepal Army tried to take 
credit for ending the blockade by saying it happened after 
Chief Rajendra Thapa’s visit to India.

For Nepal, there are clear lessons from this crisis: 

When it comes to the crunch next time don’t expect the 
international community to rescue us;

There is no alternative to building self-reliance in energy 
and diversifying our trade;

Perhaps most important: it pays to massage Big Brother’s 
ego and keep him happy. 

about the politics of the plains. That it wasn’t the whole 
truth could not have been lost on them, yet they decided 
to be persuaded by the fiction and keep mum. To be sure, 
the Nepali government was also responsible for bringing 
this crisis upon its own people, and doing little to resolve 
it earlier. Kathmandu still hasn't learnt to negotiate in good 
faith with the Madhesi parties and proactively offer them 
respect and representation.

Except for smugglers and organised criminals on both 
sides of the border, as Om Astha Rai points out on page 4, 
no one gained from the blockade. Everyone lost. Bilateral 
relations between India and Nepal will be poisoned by 
distrust for a long time to come, as will the ties between 
mountains and plains dwellers in Nepal. Madhesi activists 
who believed in the cause have been humiliated by the 
climbdown of their leaders, while the people in the plains 
were forced to endure great hardships and immeasurable 
suffering. The blockade spanned two governments in 
Nepal which are to blame for not doing enough to ease 
the suffering of the people, and for profiting from it by 
protecting black-marketeers. 

GOPEN RAI (30 SHARES)

Because of the Chinese New Year there will 
be no editions of China Daily with this issue 

and the Feb 19 edition of Nepali Times.  

JIYALAL SAH
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ONE  TO  MANY
Bidushi Dhungel

We are witnessing the 
death throes of civil 
society in Nepal. The 

days of the old wardens of 
democracy have now come to an 
end. The numerous groups and 
individuals who rallied in favour 
of democracy, freedom, progress 
and an open society over the past 
decades are now either too old or 
have been tainted. 

In their heyday, these 
stalwarts spearheaded movements 
against oppression and tyranny, 
took unimaginable risks, and 
sided with revolutionaries of the 
time. For this, they will forever 
be remembered and appreciated 
as change-makers during a time 
when change seemed impossible. 
But over the years those very 
‘revolutionaries’ have morphed 
into the tyrants they once fought 
against, and with them, civil 
society is no more ‘civil’.

The political neo-elite are 
embedded in a web of corruption, 
deceit, crime and injustice that is 
far more complex than it has ever 
been. The connections run deep 
and no one is untouched — not 
even civil society. Civil society, 
almost entirely comprised of 
the donor-driven NGO sector, 
has taken sides, sworn political 
allegiance and become trapped 
within the confines of the ‘paid 
activist’ role. It has dug a ditch 
for itself so deep that the leaders 
have become compelled to turn 
to their ‘activism’ for their daily 
dal bhat and the luxuries of 
modern day life. As a result, civil 
society is now more of a hurdle 
than a contribution to creating an 
accountable and just society.

Even ‘new’ civil society, 
if not already enmeshed with 
the politics of the post-2006 
mandate, has turned the country’s 
sorrows into a profitable 
enterprise — whether they are 
selling poor governance, lack of 
accountability, inclusion or rape. 
All groups are in competition 
with each other for a limited pool 
of resources, scrambling for a 

piece of the civil society pie.
What this means is that the 

idea of coming together to push 
a common cause, a political or 
social goal, becomes impossible. 
With both party allegiance and 
resource competition to factor 
in, no civil society leader could 
possibly work towards a common 
goal with his or her peers on the 
same platform. Instead, there is 
tussle and wrangling and one 
‘side’ is never seen where the 
other ‘side’ is.

In the past months we have 
seen multiple attempts on part of 
various youth groups and loose 
alliances to make something 
happen, to create a spark and 
try to change the status quo. 
They have rallied on the issues 
of the protests in the Madhes, 
the blockade, the corrupt state’s 
antics, or the human rights 
violations. Even political groups 
have been formed to change the 
way politics and society function. 
Yet, we have not seen a sustained 
and united front to champion any 
one of these causes, and little to 
no impact. With no guidance or 
support from the older generation 
of so-called activists, it has been 
an uphill struggle.

There is an infuriating silence 
on the part of the old bastions of 
rights and democracy. Among 
them, those who speak now 
do so on very selective issues. 
They were silent some years ago 
and those speaking up recently 
have now turned silent. But 
whether in 2006 or today, the 

Nepal’s civil society is now more of a hurdle than a contributor to creating an accountable and just society
Out with the old

issues remain unchanged and 
there is much work to be done. 

It’s high time both sides got 
off their high horses, pushed their 
egos aside, and supported the 
younger generation that must take 
over the reins. They must prove 
they can rise above the politicians 
at the helm who are dictating who 

speaks and when.
But instead of support and 

encouragement, what we see is 
that the youth have often been 
used by civil society towards 
political and financial ends — 
when their favoured parties have 
not been in power, when their 
political agendas have taken a 
dip, when they have wanted to 
pose a threat to the opposition or 
when they have seen a ‘project’ 
that could be developed through 
the hard work of the youngsters 
on the ground.
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AS  IT  HAPPENS
Om Astha Rai



BUSINESS 512 - 18 FEBRUARY 2016  #795



6 OPINION 12 - 18 FEBRUARY 2016  #795

PUBLIC PULSE
Navin Jha
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EVENTSDAY             LOVE MUSIC GETAWAY

Shangri-La Hotel,
Enjoy a special Valentine’s evening 
with music from Ciney Gurung and 
Tatwa Band, performances by various 
international artists and a lavish candle 
light dinner.
6.30 pm onwards, 14 February, 
Shangri-La Hotel, Lajimpat, 
for tickets: (01)4412999, 
www.hotelshangrila.com 

BAC Mela,
Local products, foodstuff  and a second-
hand garage sale plus entertainment for 
the whole family in BAC’S second monthly 
mela.
27 February, 2pm, BAC Art Café, Pulchok, 
www.bikaplaartcenter.org 

Cosplay contest, 
Compete at Otaku Next’s cosplay 
competition. 
5 March, 10.30 am to 4.30 pm, 
Chhahari Services, Baluwatar, (01)4424692, 
rhea.chhahari@gmail.com

Haatiban Resort, 
Climb up to Chandragiri in the morning 
for a royal view of Kathmandu Valley 
and jog down to the hotel for a relaxed 
evening. 
Pharping, Kathmandu, (01)4371537/56

OF

A  musical 
Valentine
Walk down memory lane with renowned 
seventies rock and roll Nepali band, Prism. 
Musicians Dev Rana, Subarna Limbo, 
Deepak Thapa and Jyoti Ghimire will be 
performing 70s love songs, Nepali pop 
songs, R&B, and rock and roll numbers.  
14 February, 6.30 pm to 9.30 pm, 
Dhokaima Café, Patan Dhoka, (01)5522113, 
Tickets: Rs 500 for singles and Rs 800 for 
couples.

Valentine’s with KJC, 
Learn Valentine’s themed songs at KJC 
and serenade your loved ones. If not, 
hire musicians to make the day special. 
Register now and get gift vouchers on 
music lessons. 
27 January to 14 February, KJC, Jhamsikhel, 
(01)5013554, info@katjazz.com.np

Mezze by Roadhouse,
A special Valentine’s Day menu along with 
music from Mezze’s in-house DJ. 
14 February, Mezze by Roadhouse, 
Darbar Marg, (01)4223087

Balthali Eco Hill Resort,
A romantic break for two, away from the 
hustle and bustle of Kathmandu. 
Balthali-5, Kavre, (01)6923728, Rs 4999 
per couple.  

V’Day at Hyatt
The Hyatt Regency Kathmandu is rolling 
out a special menu to celebrate the day 
of love. On 13 February, diners can relish 
a fi ve-course meal, specially prepared by 
the Executive Chef. Couples and families 
can enjoy the same fi ve-course meal, 
as well as order a-la-carte at the Rox 
Restaurant and Bar on 14 February.  
13-14 February, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu, 
Baudha, (01)4491234

Himalayan Rush,
Gear up for the fi fth edition of the 
Himalayan Rush triathlon series and 
experience the thrill of trail running, 
cycling and fresh water swimming.
26 March, Begnas, Pokhara, 
(01)5550758/ (01)5550759

Miniature Composite, 
Learn how to plan, shoot and edit 
miniature composites with Sattya Media 
Arts Collective.
27 February to 29 February, 11am to 3pm, 
Sattya Media Arts Collective, Jawalakhel, 
Course Fee: Rs 1700 

The Vagina Monologues 2016,
Hear out a collection of experiences and 
female voices on sex, relationships and 
violence against women.
12 to 14 February, 5 to 7pm, Tickets: Rs 200 
(Valid student ID), Rs 300 and Rs 500 (phone 
booking preferred), Mandala Theatre, 
Anamnagar  

Joss Stone 
in Nepal,
English soul star Joss Stone performs 
for the fi rst time in Kathmandu. Tickets 
available at House of Music, Moksh, Sound 
Factory and Jazz Upstairs. 
18 February, 6pm onwards, 
Hyatt Regency Ball Room, Kathmandu, Rs 4990 
(including dinner), for bookings: (01)2299759, 
9843600948 or 9851075172. 

Diwas Gurung Live,
Acclaimed song writer and guitarist Diwas 
Gurung is back in K-town. 
19 February, 6pm onwards, Moksh, Rs 300

Famous Farm, 
Wake up to the sounds of chirping birds 
and a fresh morning breeze wafting in 
through the aankhijhyal. 
Nuwakot, (01)4700426, 
info@rural-heritage.com

Temple Tree Resort and Spa, 
A peaceful place to stay, complete with 
a swimming pool, massage parlour, and 
sauna, it’ll be hard to leave once you go 
in. 
Gaurighat, Lakeside, (61)465819

Grand Norling Hotel, 
Countryside weekend package off ering 
suite room, swimming, gym, massage, 
and discounts on other facilities. 
Gokarna, (01)4910193

Shivapuri Village,
Eco-tourism close to the Shivapuri 
National Park replete with a charm of 
bygone days. 
Patiswara, Shivapuri National Park, 
(01)4017725, 9851034141, 
info@shivapuri.com

Vesper Cafe,
Enjoy a romantic dinner and special 
cocktails with your loved one. Book in 
advance and get 50% off  on special 
drinks.
14 February, The Vesper Cafe and Restaurant, 
for reservations: 9809499103,
online@vespercafe.com

Hotel Yak & Yeti,
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a romantic 
candle lit dinner for two at the Sunrise 
Restaurant. 
14 February, 6.30 pm onwards, 
for reservations: (01)4248999, Rs  2500 ++ 
per person  

Word Warriors, 
Learn about the art of slam poetry from 
this prominent spoken word group. 
19 February, 3pm, Chamber of Commerce, 
Narayanghat, Chitwan

Run to Unite,
Join the fun and participate in the 
Kantipur Hero Half Marathon. 
19 February, 7am onwards, 
Kantipur Publication Premises, Tinkune

Kripa Joshi is a Nepali artist and creator of Miss Moti - an ordinary woman with an extraordinary 
imagination. She studied at School of Visual Arts in New York with a Fulbright scholarship. 

She currently lives near London.  Miss Moti-vation is a weekly series. 

KRIPA JOSHIMISS MOTI-VATION

New Orleans,
If an Asian themed Valentine’s party is 
what you are looking for.  
14 February, Thamel, 
for reservations: (01)4700736
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REVIEW

create variegated constellations, there is no 
limit to Suman’s imaginative spirit.

Unquestionably, the famed wish-granting 
tree is the star of the gallery. Works like 
'Kalpavriksha IV’ display the complementary 
triad of roots, trunk and branches that mirror 
the three realms of the underworld, human 
consciousness and the heavens. The people 
communing on the ground are in harmony 
both with the fish beneath them and the 
peacocks perched above – evoking a sense of 
ecological symbiosis. Through his depiction 

of indigenous communities in Southern Nepal, 
Suman pays reverence to a way of life that 
doesn’t simply value an elementary respect for 
nature, but seeks pure cohabitation with it. 

The second floor offers more explicitly 
religious themes, with works of Shakti slaying 
a demon, and Krishna riding a serpent naag 
and playing his seductive flute. Still, these 
are melded with depictions of mortal life, 
as pieces like ‘Village Story’ highlight the 
human experience of giving and receiving 
nature’s bounty. In his other work, Suman 

bemoans the exploitation of nature in order 
to accommodate the trappings of the modern 
world, and instead encourages us to opt for a 
relationship of unconditional love.

The final floor parallels the others in 
its brilliance of colour, striking contrasts 
and stunning symmetries, but the exhibit 
reaches its apogee with the poignant series 
entitled ‘Rebuilding Nepal’. The first account 
shows buildings and pagodas crumbling to 
the ground during the earthquake. In the 

subsequent work, 
people of all creeds 
are helping however 
they can, as arms are 

stretched out of windows, looking for a hand 
to grab onto, and doves circle the scene from 
above. The last of the series depicts survivors 
amidst the rubble and people coming 
together with wheelbarrows and hammers 
to help in the reconstruction of the building, 
brick by brick.

The recent turmoil in Nepal is a focal 
point for Suman. “From 2013 until now, we’ve 
faced many problems. The constitution has 
come, but solutions have not,” he explains. 
“Rebuilding Nepal does not seem very 
possible these days. But all over the nation 
we’re trying to go forward the best we can.”

‘Kalpavriksha’ urges viewers to get lost 
in the beauty of its meticulous simplicity, 
that when appreciated in its full form, reveals 
itself to be exceedingly complex. Suman’s 
work demands the questioning of our 
existential journey, using the wish-granting 
tree as a metaphor for life, in exploring our 
roots and extending upwards to the branches 
of our possibility.

Suman says: “The wish-granting tree 
represents the wishes of all Nepali people. 
My wish is that my exhibition will help our 
country in a positive way.”

 
Mithila Cosmos IV – Kalpavriksha 
by S C Suman
Until 2 March
Siddhartha Art Gallery, 
Baber Mahal Revisited
Sunday to Friday: 11am to5pm;  
Saturday: Noon to 5pm

The mysteries of the universe may never 
be understood scientifically, but that 
doesn’t stop artist S C Suman from 

exploring the brilliance of our boundless 
cosmos through his Mithila-styled works. 
The fourth installment of his art series 
‘Kalpavriksha’ is an ode to discovery through  
community-inspired storytelling.

As a follow-up to his previous exhibits at 
Siddhartha Art Gallery, 'Kalpavriksha' pays 
homage to the iconic wish-fulfilling tree 
revered in Hindu, Buddhist and Jain mythology. 
When asked why Suman has been invited time 
and again, Siddhartha’s curator Sangeeta Thapa 
said: “It’s his eye for detail, the subtlety of his 
colours and the beauty of his composition. He’s 
outdone himself this time.”

Suman works in the tradition of Mithila 
or Madhubani painting, born out of the rich 
history of the Maithili speaking regions of 
Nepal and India. The art form’s signature style 
is exemplified by the spellbinding intricacies 
of geometric patterns, leaving little space 
untouched. The paintings are  organic, using 
twigs, brushes and fingers with natural dyes.

Originally, Mithila painting was solely done 
by women who would bestow their skills to 
their daughters. Nowadays it is a popularised 
form, celebrated for its synthesis of religious 
motif, folk tradition and human story.

In each of the 32 works on display Suman’s 
scrupulous attention to detail is evident. 
The first floor of the exhibit provides an 
introduction to the breadth of the artist’s deft 
hand at various mediums including acrylic, 
natural pigment and mixed media. With 
mandalas nestled among the leaves of tree 
branches, tessellated fish swimming in celestial 
ponds and the use of short brush strokes to 

MICHAEL NISHIMURA 

The  Mithila  avatar
In 'Kalpavriksha', S C Suman implores us to 
imagine a more harmonious future for Nepal
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MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS
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PEACE 
BUILDING
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SEULKI LEE 
IN ROLPA
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