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BIKRAM RAI

Nepal is run by men. It is a sign of our 
dysfunctional patriarchy that Singha 
Darbar, Baluwatar and just about every 

government office is populated by men from 
certain dominant groups. You don’t need to be 
an activist with an inclusion agenda to notice 
this glaring incongruity.

However, it would be safe to say that 
more and more households, communities 
and cooperatives in rural Nepal are being run 
by women. With most men gone, rural Nepal 
has been feminised. Women have more of a 
say in school and health post management, 
in forestry and irrigation user groups, and in 
farming cooperatives. This may be why, despite 
purposeless governments in Kathmandu, there 
is still some development going on in the 
hinterland. This year, the number of girls sitting 
for SLC exams has again topped the number of 
boys. 

Last year, Nepal made history by appointing 
a female president, and although Bidya 
Bhandari has a largely ceremonial role and 
the widow of Nepal’s respected communist 
leader isn’t exactly a torchbearer for feminism in Nepal, her 
appointment was a symbolic boost for women. For the first 
time in its history, Nepal has a woman head of state. This 
week three women lawyers were nominated as justices of the 
Supreme Court. 

Unfortunately, there isn’t much of a ripple effect of 
President Bhandari’s appointment on other political 
appointments. The current government of KP Oli, with its 
jumbo cabinet of 40 ministers, has only five women. The 
most well-known and influential female Nepali politicians 
continue to be those who enjoy close personal ties with the 
top leadership. This is true of all parties: Bidya Bhandari, 
Sujata Koirala, Hisila Yami, and Onsari Gharti Magar are 
all consorts or daughters of powerful politicians. While we 
probably have one of the most gender-balanced parliaments 
in our history, there are few women in the House who 
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Q.. Who do you want to see become the new president 
of the Nepali Congress Party? 

Weekly Internet Poll  #798

Weekly Internet Poll  #799
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q. What should be done to improve Nepal's aviation 
safety record? 

LEAVING FOOTPRINTS
Every country should harness as 
much green energy as possible 
(‘Leaving footprints’, Sahina 
Shrestha, #797). India is trying to do 
the same. But this should not be at 
the cost of starving people for energy.

Maheskumar Vyas

Why is there even a government 
in this country? All along, they have 
been talking about selling electricity 
to India, and now they weasel out 
and go buy. Incompetence at its 
worst! 

Chuck

To: All nay-Sayers, where were 
you when we were enduring 19 
hours of load shedding. Finally some 
potential relief has come and your 
nationalism-cum-environmentalism 
BS starts to spew forth? If 20 years 
of load shedding has not prodded us, 
another year of electricity (or lack of) 
will not. What will prod us to develop 
our resources is logical, national 
consensus on land usage. Finally it 
comes down to political will. 

Namah

If we look at the roster of energy 
ministers in the last decade in Nepal, it 
is obvious that nothing can be expected 
from them. The current Energy Minister 
is "Top" Bahadur Rayamajhi. His name 
"Top" cracks me up but if we move past 
that, he has no academic credentials to 
lead this important job. Radha Kumari 
Gyawali was the energy minister from 
2014-2015. She has a BA and MA in 
Political Science. Great! There are 
several more "namunas" like these 
competent ministers. And we wonder 
why our energy policy sucks.

Puru Shah

THE FINE PRINT
Obviously, our politicians and leaders 
have proven their ‘illiteracy’ over 
and over again (‘The Fine Print’, 
Puru Shah, #797). It’s time to make 
these agreements available on public 
domain.

Namah

I agree. I have not come across 
any publications by Nepal Government 
that includes contents of the MoU. Very 
closed door negotiations.

PS

THE VERTICAL UNIVERSITY
This is a great initiative ('The Vertical 
University', Rajeev Goyal & Priyanka 
Bista, #797). I would like to thank 
the founders and applaud them 
for highlighting the importance of  
conservation of Nepal's rich bio-
diversity. Projects such as these 
will help raise awareness amongst 
Nepalis and get more people 
interested to understand and protect 
the environment in general. 

Rupa

LAND  OF  OUR  DAUGHTERS
On the International Day of Women, we salute the millions of women across Nepal who 

will not have a holiday because they are too busy feeding and raising their families.

are directly elected, and members from the 
proportional representation quota are mostly 
handpicked by party strongmen. We may have 
women in high office, but their presence is 
largely token.  

The new constitution is undoubtedly more 
progressive than previous ones for trying to 
be inclusive, but it gets an ‘F’ for unequal 
citizenship provisions for Nepali women married 
to foreigners and the off-spring of single mothers. 
Despite amendments to certain provisions, the current 
constitution still makes it difficult (almost impossible) for 
women to pass on citizenship to their children without their 
husband’s documents or consent. It is a heavy irony that for 
a country with the most progressive laws on LGBT rights in 
the region, we discriminate so directly against our women.

The problem however doesn’t lie only with 
the law and lawmakers who didn’t see any 
fault in drafting a constitution that denies more 
than half its population an important right. The 
problem lies also in the lack of public outrage 
against this flagrant culturally sanctioned 
gender discrimination. 

Society is still steeped in patriarchal values, 
and even women leaders across the political 
spectrum justify the citizenship provisions 
because of the belief that Indian men will swarm 
across the open border to marry our women and 
become Nepali citizens. The media reflects and 
propagates this societal paranoia, and a male-
dominated and heavily-politicised civil society 
is largely mute on the issue.

Although female literacy doubled in the 
last 20 years, women are still held back from 
exploring their full potential and gaining 
financial independence. As our columnist 
Rubeena Mahato writes this week (see overleaf), 
female journalists are  routinely harassed by 
trolls in cyberspace for their opinions. The 
attacks are personal, cheap and vulgar and are 

representative of the attitude of many who cannot 
accept a woman’s place in the public sphere.  

Elsewhere in this special International 
Women’s Day issue of Nepali Times, we highlight 
women achievers who have excelled because 
they were given a chance. Whether they are 
wushu players or ultra-marathon runners, social 
activists or educationists, Nepali women have 
demonstrated that despite everything stacked 
against them they can contribute to society and 

make the nation proud. 
On 8 March next week, while salaried women all over the 

country will have a day off millions of women across Nepal 
will be hard at work, like every other day in the year, to feed 
and raise their families. We salute these women who hold up 
more than half the sky. 

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Go take a hike by Seulki Lee 
(1,617 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
Wired, Editorial 
 (57 retweets, 83 favourites)

Most commented  
Leaving footprints by 
Sahina Shrestha 

Most shared on Facebook
Go take a hike by Seulki Lee (26 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Go take a hike by Seulki Lee
Nepal is not just Annapurna, Everest, Manaslu and Langtang – there are so many 
unspoiled new places to explore. (8,184 people reached)

PADAM GHALE 

Total votes: 60
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THIS IS IT
Rubeena Mahato

The parallel universe of social media is inhospitable terrain for women

Trapped 
in the Net

A disturbing number of people on 
social media today feel compelled 
to censor themselves and shy 

away from debates and engagement 
for fear of online abuse. Abuse existed 
before the internet, of course, but the new 
medium has made such attacks easier and 
more frequent. 

You can comfortably sit in your 
home behind a computer, doling out 
patronising, unkind and unsavoury 
remarks at people, smug in your own 
condescension. While people would 
think twice before doing so in the real 
world, somehow the internet and the 
hyper-expressive world of social media 
make it easier for people to treat such 
behaviour as acceptable. Trolls think they 
are dissidents, and you are expected to 
take insults in the name of free speech. 

And if you happen to be a woman 
online, chances are that you face repeated 
and targeted attacks, unfair stereotyping 
and criticism not just for your opinion 
but simply for having an online 
existence.

In my five years of having a public 
twitter account, I have seen my fair share 
of harassment targeted at women for all 
kind of reasons: for speaking up as well 
as for keeping quiet, for being a ‘feminist’ 
and alternatively for ‘not’, for the kind 
of clothes we wear and for our personal 
choices. Irrespective of what you say, 
if you are a woman with an opinion, 
be prepared for some unprovoked and 
irrelevant references to your body, and 
lots and lots of ‘mansplaining’.

Men also receive abuse, 
but women even on opposite 
sides of the political and 
ideological spectrum often 
find themselves to be the 
subject of sexual jokes and 
denigration. Men will be 
attacked for being callous, 
dishonest, crooks and 
corrupt but if a woman 
offends you she is either 
a crazed ‘feminist’ or a ‘slut’. Women 
are not thought of as independent, 
thinking beings with free will and their 
opinions are at most dismissed as being 
‘manipulated’ or ‘guided’ by others. 

It’s a man’s world out there, but 
the virtual world is even more male-
dominated. If anything, the misogyny 
of the everyday world seems to be 
magnified in the cyberspace for women 
who decide to put themselves out 
there. And the solution to this? We are 
told to ignore the abusers and grow 
a thick skin unless they really mean 

‘physical harm’, just like we are told 
in the real world. Block and delete and 
forget about it, we are advised by well-
meaning friends. We do so, but no one 
expects accountability from the abusers.

Women have often found themselves 
cut off from public spaces and now 
it is the online space where they feel 
marginalised. Even without trolls, it 
is certainly not a place where women 
can expect to interact on equal terms. 
If , like me, you found the all-male 
panels of the real world frustrating and 
came here expecting no one would cut 
you off mid-sentence, be prepared to 
be disappointed. There will always be 
some guy explaining your own ideas to 
you before telling you ‘you don’t really 
understand’. Rarely are men questioned 
in the same way. In fact people who 
bully, harass and troll women are often 
promoted by prominent people on social 
media who either don’t seem to care or 
understand how their endorsement holds 
women back.

Some people find it odd that I tweet 
about politics, and they make it a point 
to tell me that in not very flattering 
ways. I have been a political reporter 
and columnist for Nepali Times for five 
years, I studied politics in university and 
this is what I do. Should I apologise for 
doing what most men can do without 

being questioned? Is there a list of 
things that women should not talk 
about in social media lest it makes the 
men uncomfortable? Avoid this place 
altogether, we tell ourselves. Women do 
not need yet another place where they 
have to learn the rules of what they can 
and cannot do.

The internet was once lauded as a 
liberating technology helping people 
achieve freedoms, demand transparency 
from their governments and fight 

authoritarians. But social 
media also stifles free and 
constructive debate and 
sharpens differences instead. 
It was supposed to be a 
place where people could 
engage, interact and seek 
consensus. It has turned into 
a virtual battlefield where 
lies, slander, propaganda 
and hate speech force people 

into isolated echo chambers. There is 
little scope for thoughtful, considered 
and balanced discussions, it prefers 
certainty over nuance, instantaneousness 
over substance and depth, and lazy 
stereotyping over acceptance of diverse 
realities.

There must be more meaningful 
ways to engage in civilised public 
debate online, without cyber-bullying 
and harassment. Until that happens, 
the internet will remain an inhospitable 
and unequal terrain for most people, 
including women. 
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LEGALESE
Binita Dahal

in your lap or palm.
w w w . n e p a l i t i m e s . c o m

NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.



MICHAEL NISHIMURA
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Wushu Warrior 
nepalitimes.com
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It has been a strange and 
troubling year for the world of 
mainstream Hollywood cinema. 

The industry has been accused 
of racism, sexism, nepotism, and 
discriminatory practices at the 
highest levels.

The Oscars ceremony this 
year was boycotted by some 
of Hollywood’s most famous, 
with people like Will Smith and 
Spike Lee declining to attend 
and calling on Chris Rock, the 
host, to step down in solidarity 
with the black actors who, along 

with an entire slew of actors from 
various ethnicities, did not figure 
whatsoever into the nominations 
this year; all of the actors across 
the main categories were white.

Most unfortunate, as a trend 
this year, is the success of The 
Revenant. A behemoth of a film by 
Alejandro Gonzalez Iñàrritu - the 
Mexican filmmaker who became 
famous with his visceral, violent 
film Amores Perros (2000), and 
won the Oscar last year in the ‘Best 
Director’ category for Birdman. 

Thankfully, while Leonardo 
DiCaprio did indeed win his long 
awaited Oscar in the ‘Best Actor’ 
category for his starring role in The 
Revenant, a cumulative win for 
having been nominated multiple 
times in the past, the film itself 
did not win in the ‘Best Picture’ 
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UNICEF

BIKRAM RAI

MAKING CLEAR: Former Maoist leader Baburam Bhattarai and  other members of  
Naya Shakti at a press meet to declare the party’s fi nancial guidelines  at Babarmahal 
on Tuesday.

JOINING HANDS: Finnish Ambassador Jorma Suvanto (left) and UNICEF 
Representative to Nepal Tomoo Hozumi sign an agreement to co-fi nance recovery and 
reconstruction of WASH facilities in earthquake aff ected schools and communities in 
Kathmandu on Wednesday.

WELCOME: Information and Communications Minister Sherdhan Rai off ers a free SIM 
card to a tourist on arrival at the Tribhuvan Airport on Wednesday marking the formal 
launch of a government initiative to provide free mobile SIM cards to all foreigners 
visiting Nepal. 

category, with Spotlight (reviewed 
previously in this column) stealing 
the show and gladdening the 
hearts of scores of movie goers 
around the globe, all of whom 
have been beating their chests in 
frustration at a win that would 
have solidified the status quo of 
white male hegemony in a world 
run by the very same.

Spotlight’s win is an indicator 
that The Revenant was recognised 
for what it is, a vehicle for 
DiCaprio, made by a director who 
has enough hubris to continue 
making some of the most 
pointless, difficult to watch films 
that have come out of Hollywood.

Similarly, George Miller’s 
excruciating, pain-filled, over 
the top horror show, Mad Max: 
Fury Road (also reviewed in 
this column), made for bit of a 
surprise run by winning 6 Oscars 
- mainly for visuals and sound 
related awards - once again a 
reminder that Hollywood rewards 
epics with pretensions towards 
artiness.

It was hard to find anything 
to like about the Oscars this year, 
aside from the Spotlight win. 
Year after year, this ceremony, 
which caps a season of massive 
spending on unworthy films that 
will not stand the test of time, is 
given so much media attention 
only to leave a bitter taste in the 
mouth. Luckily, this year’s main 
films are actually a decent lot, 
with Spotlight being a classic 
example of what good, solid 
cinema ought to aspire towards.

A NEW ERA: Senior leaders of various political parties along with PM KP Oli and  
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar observe a minute of silence to remember martyrs at 
the start of the 13th Nepal Congress General Convention at Khula Manch on Thursday. 

OUR TURN: Nepal Congress Acting President Ram Chandra Poudel and leader 
Shashank  Koirala announce their candidacies for the posts of party president and 
general secretary at the party offi  ce in Sanepa on Wednesday. 

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

BIKRAM RAI

GOPEN RAI

GOPEN RAI
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THE  OSCARS  REVIEW 
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