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OM ASTHA RAI

When the earthquake last 
April destroyed her 
house in Majhigaun of 

Sindhupalchok, Bishnu Maya 
Majhi (pictured above) moved 
with her family to a bamboo hut 
nearby. Nearly a year later, the 
48-year-old grandmother is still 
living in the shed.

Majhi is among 2.5 million 
Nepalis who will have to wait 
another rainy season, and perhaps 
even till next winter, in temporary 
shelters. A government distracted 
by street agitation, the blockade 
and political infighting is just not 
equipped to provide relief.

The National Reconstruction 

Sweet home
Shrestha of the Dolakha Chamber 
of Commerce.

Some 1,300 families have 
opened bank accounts, but many 
say Rs 200,000 isn’t enough. “It 
won’t even buy us the timber,” 
says Shrestha. 

While survivors have given 
up hope on the government, 
Nepal’s donors and relief 
agencies are getting increasingly 
impatient with the delays. 
They accuse the NRA of trying 
to control everything when it 
should be urgently facilitating 
reconstruction.
Sahina Shrestha

MONEY 
MIND
ONE TO MANY
BY BIDUSHI 
DHUNGEL
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Long-range migratory birds 
that make stopovers in Nepal. 

Authority (NRA) was to start 
distributing grant assistance 
of Rs 200,000 from Singati of 
Dolakha on 3 March, but was 
postponed. 

“Singati will be a pilot 
project. We will use lessons from 
it in earthquake affected areas 
in Dolakha and other districts,” 
NRA head Sushil Gyewali said.

In the first phase 6,000 
families will get the Rs 50,000  
first installment transferred to 
their bank accounts. They get 
the second installment of Rs 
80,000 after the house design 
is approved, and the final 
installment of Rs 70,000 after 
completion of the house.

But locals are skeptical. 
“We have heard all this before, 
and waited too long. Every 
time the deadline nears it 
is postponed,” said Sundar 
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In just over a month, it will be one year 
since last April’s earthquake devastated 
central Nepal. The international media has 

started trickling back for the mandatory first 
anniversary story. You can already see their 
headlines: ‘One Year Later, Nepal Earthquake 
Survivors Still Await Aid’.

The government was ill-prepared for an 
earthquake everyone knew was coming. Some 
donor initiatives like the National Emergency 
Operation Centre were in place, but its 
protocols were inadequate to cope with the 
scale of the disaster. There was an almost 
complete absence of government in the first 
two weeks — politicians simply vanished. 

But even in the absence of elected village 
and district councils and requisite resources, 
the local administration did a remarkable 
job in damage assessment and first response. 
Volunteers and relief groups self-organised 
spontaneously through social media and filled the gap left 
by the central government. There were other bright spots: 
the work of Armed Police and Nepal Army rescue teams, the 
Department of Health’s logistics office in delivering the right 
medical supplies and equipment to the right places, the state 
broadcasters in disseminating information. The much feared 
outbreaks of disease in the shelters did not happen. 

But because no one was coordinating international relief, 
there was a lot of duplication, overlaps and inappropriate 
aid. Even though most destroyed buildings were mud and 
brick structures, we had emergency squads specialising in 
collapsed concrete structures. Rescue teams were stepping 
on each other’s toes in the capital, and were not where they 
were needed the most.

In the absence of accountability and leadership, the 
government produced one gaffe after another with ad hoc, 
confusing and contradictory directives that made us a 
laughing stock of the world. At a time when we needed all 
the help we could get, the government announced it would 
tax relief material. Then, it ordered all cash donations to 
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Q. How do you rate the performance of the 
Reconstruction Authority so far?

Weekly Internet Poll  #799

Weekly Internet Poll  #800
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q. Who do you want to see become the new president 
of the Nepali Congress Party? 

LAND OF OUR DAUGHTERS
While two girls won two gold medals 
for Nepal, it took a whole team of boys 
to win a third (‘Land of our daughters’, 
Editorial, #798). But it seems that the 
medal won by the boys is much more 
valuable than the ones won by the 
girls – a refl ection of our patriarchal 
society. We must get rid of it, or else 
we’ll remain underdeveloped, even if 
we prosper economically.

Hari Maharjan
 
We have a female President and 
a female Speaker of the House. So, 
we have made tremendous progress 
as Nepali women. But we still have 
discrimination and violence against 
women. It’s changing slowly and 
someday soon there will be gender 
equality in Nepal. 

Bimala Shakya
 
There is no respect of women 
in Nepali society. Just look at the 
traffi cking of women, before mostly to 
Mumbai and now all over the world. If 
Nepali male leaders and the general 
male population had even a shred of 
respect for our mothers, daughters 

and sisters, we would not be selling 
them to brothels around the world. 
If a chauvinistic, male-dominated 
Nepal learns to empower and respect 
women, it would transform from a 
hellhole to heaven.

Shanta Basnet
 
UNITED ARAB EMIGRANTS
The government and NGOs must 
urgently give attention to directing 
some funds towards building 
sustainable economic development 
and business investment

Trevor Moyle
 
Sad they have to leave home to 
earn enough money
                                   Suzanne Ryan

If we relaied on remittance and 
better-skilled manpower for the Middle 
East it will contribute to the home 
country economy. People just fl ock to 
the Gulf without any knowledge any 
idea about what awaits them, and will 
very few skills. We need to empower 
our people with skills that will sustain 
them abroad and when they return 
home. A lot of hard working people 

started from the bottom and have 
move to the top with their own hard 
work. But with a little help from the 
government everyone could do better. 

Yalam Rai

 TABOO NO MORE
Traditionally in ALL cultures, sexuality 
is linked to fertility (‘Taboo no more’, 
Ayesha Shakya, #798). To be able 
to feed all mouths we had to control 
fertility, hence control women. Babies 
born out of wedlock starved to death. 
Not evil… just survival.

Gemma Morrow

DECONSTRUCTION  AUTHORITY 
The government should stop trying to be a control freak, and open up the 

space for earthquake survivors to easily rebuild their homes

go to the Prime Minister’s Disaster Relief Fund. The Rastra 
Bank came out with the outrageous rule that individual 
donations would be ‘confiscated’ if it wasn’t sent through 
proper channels. The Nepal Army refused the Royal Air 
Force’s offer of Chinook helicopters when logistics was the 
main bottleneck for relief distribution. We didn’t even say 
thank you properly: the government abruptly and bluntly 
told relief teams to go home. One disaster was followed by 
another public relations disaster for the country. 

Amidst all this, it was the National Planning Commission 
under the leadership of Govind Raj Pokhrel and Swarnim 
Wagle that stepped in to short circuit decision-making. 
It delegated authority and put together a comprehensive 
needs assessment report in record time for a successful 
donor conference in Kathmandu last June that pledged $4.1 
billion.

But we became victims of our own success as politicians 
started drooling over the money. A bill to set up the authority 
was allowed to lapse in parliament, and Pokhrel found 
himself CEO of an agency that didn’t exist anymore. Six 

months after the earthquake, Prime Minister 
KP Oli of the UML finally brought his own 
man to head the Reconstruction Authority, 
Sushil Gyewali. 

Despite his proven track record in the 
Town Development Fund, Gyewali has 
found it tough going because of his junior 
rank and UML tag. The Authority is short-
staffed, and recently told relief agencies to 
stop reconstruction activities. It sowed more 
confusion by warning survivors they may not 
get the Rs 200,000 package if they rebuild 
without following guidelines. 

Meanwhile, a government distracted by 
the crippling blockade did little to alleviate 
the misery of the 2.5 million survivors still 
living in temporary shelters. Major donors 
are also getting impatient with delays in their 
budget expenditure authorisation. About $860 
million of donor aid from the World Bank, 

ADB, JICA and others has been committed and is waiting to 
be disbursed. But instead of expediting implementation, the 
Authority is working on a five-year reconstruction strategy, a 
logo competition and planning a second donor conference.

When it should be facilitating rehabilitation of homes 
and livelihoods, it is tangled with procedural issues and 
seems to be more interested in controlling the purse strings 
than in fast-tracking reconstruction. The Authority should 
not obstruct implementing agencies from moving ahead, 
and speed up the long-delayed cash disbursement for home 
reconstruction. Donors should also not insist on next-to-
impossible procedures as a prerequisite.

As our reportage on page 14-15 shows, the need is too 
vast and relief is needed too urgently for the Authority and 
the government to tangle itself in red tape and politics. Soon, 
millions of families will have to hunker down for their 
second rainy season out in the open. The government must 
loosen its rules, stop trying to only control and regulate, 
widen the scope for rehabilitation, and make it as easy as 
possible for people to rebuild homes.

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Right fi ght, International 
Women’s Day package (974 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
Right fi ght, International Women’s Day 
package (119 retweets, 258 favourites)

Most commented  
United Arab Emigrants 
by Om Astha Rai 

Most shared on Facebook
Land of our daughters, Editorial 
(27 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Right fi ght
On the occasion of International Women’s Day, Nepali Times caught up with a 

few female athletes who have done the nation proud in recent international tournaments. 
(57,046 people reached)

GOPEN RAI

Total votes: 222
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The parties work hand-in-glove with the 
bureaucracy and business elite to plunder and 
loot in our kleptocratic stateMONEY MIND

ONE  TO  MANY
Bidushi Dhungel

The whirlwind of the 
Nepali Congress General 
Convention and the 

election for a new party 
leadership has finally come to 
an end. The general sentiment 
seems to be that under Sher 
Bahadur Deuba’s stewardship 
the likelihood of addressing 
grievances is higher. There is 
also talk of a great ‘balance’ in 
the party brought forward by the 
Deuba-Shashank Koirala team.

Even before the election, 
an image of Deuba as the 
‘progressive’ leader for the 
party and the likes of Paudel 
and Koirala as a ‘regressive’, 
and the Sitaula alliance as the 
‘Indian hand’ were more or less 
established.

But if past records are 
anything to go by, whichever 
‘camp’ is leading is unlikely 
to make any difference except 
among supporters and patrons 
who will now cash in on the 
new leadership. The idea that a 
Deuba-led party would somehow 
be more amenable to the Madhesi 
cause, for example, seems 
almost baseless. A cursory look 
at his past premierships and his 
positions on the undivided Far 
West should be proof enough. 
Instead of giving him support, 
Madhesi pundits should be 
raising eyebrows.

Perhaps the Madhesi Front 
trusts Deuba more because he 
may well be the ‘most lenient’ 
in the NC leadership to agree 
to whatever demands come his 
way, so long as he gets his seat 
in power. Ram Chandra Poudel, 

whom Deuba defeated, lags only 
a few steps behind in this respect.

But at this point, every leader 
in every political party will 
pretty much do anything for 
power, signing on to whatever 
comes their way to ensure two 
things: sustained power and the 
inevitable and unhindered loot 
of the coffers. In real terms, it 
should be evident to all Nepalis 
that there is no real difference 
between Deuba and Paudel, 
between the NC and UML and 
the Prachanda-led Maoists. Even 
Chitra Bahadur KC’s Jana Morcha 
and Kamal Thapa’s RPPN seem 
to have bartered ideology for 
power. In reality, differences 
are exaggerated during times of 
political sensitivity like it was 
during the convention, but they 

mean very little beyond those 
days and weeks. Now you can 
hardly tell one leader or party 
from another

Major political parties in 
Nepal are all, in theory, left 
of centre. In practice none of 
them have a substantial binding 
political ideology aside, of 
course, from an entrenched belief 
in malpractice and corruption. 
They carry policies and actions 
which are simultaneously neo-
liberal, conservative, socialist, 
fascist, nationalist and everything 
in between, so long as the actions 
yield results in their political – 
and thus economic -- favour.

Most recently, the parties 
have also become nationalists. 
The KP Sharma Oli government 
in particular was able to use 

nationalist rhetoric to suppress 
the movement in the Tarai, place 
all blame on neighbouring India 
while raking in billions from the 
thriving black market. Nationalist 
rhetoric was cleverly espoused, 
not to establish race superiority 
as some might argue, but indeed 
to become wealthy.

One doesn’t even have to 
analyse the blockade politics 
or the Madhes movement to 
understand the root of the 
unholy alliance of the current 
government. Fundamentally, 
a coalition should not even 
be possible if ideology (or 
integrity) were a binding factor. 
For example, the day Comrade 
Pushpa Kamal got on stage in 
Tundikhel some months ago 
and espoused the sentiments 

of poet Madhav P Ghimire on 
nationalism, the supremacy of 
greed over ideology and belief 
became evident.  For now, 
nationalism was going to be the 
choice vehicle that had little to 
do with national sovereignty.

Truth be told, Nepal is reeling 
under a conservative spell along 
with the rest of the subcontinent 
and perhaps even the world. That 
would be less worrying if that 
at least meant more growth and 
development, as is often the case. 
Unfortunately, a kleptocratic 
state and society will not even 
allow that much. With the parties 
working hand-in-glove with the 
bureaucracy and business elite to 
plunder and loot as their priority 
agenda, the immediate future not 
looking so great for any of us.
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GUEST COLUMN
Navin Jha
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JIYALAL SAH 
IN BIRGANJ
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The much-awaited snow is fi nally arriving in the higher 
elevations of western and central Himalaya this weekend. It 
will take the form of afternoon buildup and storms over the 
higher valleys, this is a weak westerly system co0mbined with 
spring thermals that have started to pick up. However, not 
much by way of precipitation for the mid-hills, and the east 
will remain largely dry. Kathmandu Valley will see sunshine 
fi ltered by pollution haze, with fresh afternoon breeze.

KATHMANDUKATHMANDU

DAMBAR K SHRESTHA  

After Girish Giri’s father, Gopal Giri, the 
mayor of Birganj during Gyanendra's 
reign was murdered by the Maoists in 

2005, his family renounced politics. But as 
a young idealistic journalist, Giri felt that he 
could not abandon the town he grew up in. 

When Giri visited Birganj recently during 
the violent street protests and border 

comments, and Giri remembers thinking that 
the story of Birganj (and indeed the Madhes) 
could not be told in a few thousand words.  

Giri’s new book, Birganj: Mero Saharko 
Katha (Birganj: The Story of My City) is 
in Nepali and is the result of his attempt 
to introduce various dimensions of his 
hometown to a wider audience. The book is 
based on the accepted truism that the hills 
have not understood the plains. Giri, who is 
from the hills but lived in 
the Tarai, views the issue 
differently. His intent in 
writing the book was to 
open the minds of those 
who form opinions about 
the Madhes while living 
in the geographically and 
psychologically distant 
Kathmandu.

“We have not been 
able to fathom the pain of 
the people who have lived 
in Nepal for centuries 
and how they feel when 
they are called Indians,” 
says Giri, “we call the Tharus ethnic people 
but classify the Bajjika speaking people as 
outsiders.”

Giri’s journalistic career began in Birganj, 
working for national dailies like Kantipur 

and Nagarik, and he later spent four years 
in Australia. While he always wanted to 
be a writer, he worked on other projects 
like a translation of Ani Choying Drolma’s 
book, Fulko Ankhama, and made a 
documentary on Birganj’s football team, 
Team Nepal.

Although Giri moved to Kathmandu, 
his heart is still in his hometown. He 
returns to Birganj often to renew ties with 
his childhood home and neighbourhood, 
where the story of his book begins. On 
the journey back home, he writes about 
the obstacles he faced while crossing 
the highway in Simra, as he details the 
struggle of the protesters. 

He chronicles stories from the birth 
of Birganj, mixing its development and 
history with its more interesting and 
mysterious protagonists. “The main 
characters of my book are those people 
who live on the streets, the experiences 
of whom not only defines the current 
situation of the city but the entire nation,” 
he says.

The writer also comments on the 
politics of Birganj, the formation of the 
Sadbhavana Party and the history of both 

the native and the 
newer Madhesis. 
He breaks down 
the myths and 
stereotypes, the 
generalisations and 
the ostracisation of 
the Madhesi people in 
the hill mind. This is 
a sympathetic book 
that will be one of the 
first literary attempts 
to stitch back the torn 
fabric of hill-plain 
relations in Nepal. 

Giri hopes 
the launch of the book on Friday will 
encourage other writers to produce 
similar work. He says: “I believe the book 
will be a window not only to Birganj but 
the entire Madhes.”

blockade, amidst all the black marketing and 
vandalism, he felt he had to do something.  
The entire country was reeling under fuel 
shortages, but Birganj and its people were 
affected more than any other place.

While in Birganj through the turmoil, 
Giri wrote articles in the online publication, 
Setopati, describing the protests, 
analysing the appearance and tone of 
the demonstrators on the streets, and 
talking to ordinary people caught up in the 
violence. The articles opened a floodgate of 

Birganj  for 
beginners
Birganj  for 
beginners
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OF DININGEVENTS MUSIC GETAWAY

Art exhibition, 
Appreciate the artwork of fi ve Nepali 
artists done during their residency period 
at Bindu
13 – 29 march, Siddhartha Art Gallery, 
Baber Mahal, 981-8996169

Book launch,
Mark your calendars for the book launch 
of famed journalist Girish Giri’s fi rst book 
“Birganj – Story of my City”. More on 
Page 7
11 March, 3 pm, Nepal Academy, 
Kamaladi, 9803919266

Kanta dAb dAb,
Book your seats for a musical night with 
the Nepali fusion trio, Kanta dAb dAb. 
12 March, 6 to 10.30 pm, Moksh 
Jhamsikhel, (01)5528362
 
Hits FM Awards, 
Enjoy a musical afternoon with various 
Nepali artists at the Hits FM Music Awards 
2072
11 March, 2.30 pm, Nepal Army Offi  cers’ Club, 
Bhadrakali

KRIPA JOSHIMISS MOTI-VATION

Himalayan Wellness Centre,
A one-stop centre for a relaxed mind 
and healthy body inside Park Village 
Hotel. Budhanilkantha, open all week, 
980-1066661, 
www.himalayanwellness.com.np

Talk about arts,
Attend a lecture by New Delhi based 
art curator Rahaab Allana and photo 
journalist Akshay Mahajan.
11 March, 5pm to 7pm, Yalamaya Kendra, 
Patan Dhoka, (01) 5522113

Portrait workshop,
Learn the art behind capturing portraits 
with 49 Hours Studio. 
12 to 15 March, Malekhu, (01)5555099, 
9849497778 / 9851134999 / 9849227952, 
49hourstudio@gmail.com
 
 Trade Expo,
A three-day trade expo organised by the 
Federation of Women Entrepreneurs 
Association of Nepal (FWEAN).
1-3 April, 10am to 5pm, Army Offi  cer’s Club, 
Bhadrakali, (01)2003080, 
fwean.info@gmail.com, www.fwean.org.np
 
Himalayan Rush,
Gear up for the fi fth edition of the 
Himalayan Rush triathlon series and 
experience the thrill of trail running, 
cycling and fresh water swimming.
26 March, Begnas, Pokhara, (01)5550758/ 
(01)5550759

Kaiser Cafe,
Enjoy a cuppa and an intimate meal in 
the blissful Garden of Dreams.
Thamel, (01)4425341

Capture, caption and share a picture from your experience on the Great Himalayan 
Trail with the hash tag #MyGHT. The winner will be announced by April 8 with their 
images featured on posters, newspapers and magazines in addition to the social 
media platforms of GHT. 
Deadline to enter is 25 March at 23.59 (GMT +5.45), For more information: 
greathimalayatrails.com/photo-competition/ 

#MyGHT

Call for writers,
Apply for SAFEI’s initiative commissioning 
writers to pen articles on the arts. It will 
be off ering up to NRs 10,000 for the 
articles.   
Till 20 March, www.facebook.com/
SAFInitiative, 9849519933 (Nischal Oli) 
/ 9818239744 (Sujan G. Amatya)

Master class,
Learn all you need to know about music 
with composer, pianist and music 
educator James Miley and his faculty 
from Willatmette University.
22 to 28 March, Kathmandu Jazz 
Conservatory, Jhamsikhel, (01) 5013554 

Asian Enduro Series,
An opportunity to ride on exciting terrains 
with the fi rst Asian Enduro Series.
5 to 10 April, Kathmandu, Tickets available 
at www.enduro.asia

Manny’s,
Head down for some delicious Corn 
Fritters, Pad Thai Noodles, Crispy 
Crunch Potatoes and don’t forget 
their signature Manny’s Spicy Wings. 
All served with fi ne hospitality in an 
excellent space.
Jawalakhel, (01)5536919

Vootoo,
The new home of Newari cuisine that also 
has a safe continental menu for those 
who are not yet ready to experiment with 
new dishes.
Lajimpat, (01)4005222

Barista Lavazza,
The Valley’s best European inspired coff ee 
culture cafe serves excellent mochas 
and lattes, don’t forget to try their grilled 
chicken sandwich.
Jawalakhel, (01)4005123, barista. 
nepal@gmail.com

Ciney Gurung live, 
Fine dine with Ciney Gurung 
serenading for you. Rs 1,799 per 
person. 
Every Friday, 7pm onwards, Shambala 
Garden Cafe, Hotel Shangri-
La, (01)4412999

Concert for a cause, 
Enjoy a musical evening with international 
artists at the Taragaon Museum. All 
proceeds  from the concert will go to the 
IFPD foundation. Ticket: Rs. 6,000 (Entry 
Drink + Snacks) 
17 March, 5 pm onwards, Taragaon Museum, 
Boudha,  9843722329/9849105889

Musical theatre, 
Enjoy the fi rst international Broadway 
musical show in Nepal with Sushila Arts 
Academy. Ticket price: Rs 1500 
12 March and 19 March, 1 pm to 2.30 pm, 
Russian Center for Science and Culture, 
Kamladi (01) 4015643

Shivapuri Village,
Ecotourism close to Shivapuri 
National Park replete with a charm of 
bygone days.
Patiswara, Shivapuri National 
Park, (01)4017725, 985-1034141, 
info@shivapuri.com

Raniban Retreat,
Situated at the other end of Phewa Lake 
and nested inside Raniban forest and 
the World Peace Stupa, off ering the best 
views of the Annapurna range.
Phewa Lake, Pokhara, (01)4411855
 
Mango Tree Lodge,
Culture walks, rafting in the Karnali, 
wildlife exploration, and jungle safari at 
Bardia National Park.
Bhetani, Bardia,(084)402008,  
info@mangotreelodge.com

Mum’s Garden Resort,
Head out to Pokhara for a peaceful and 
comfortable stay in beautifully designed 
cottages surrounded by a lush green 
garden with great views of Phewa Lake 
and the Annapurna range. Lakeside, 
Pokhara, (06)1463468,
www.mumsgardenresort.com
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SMRITI BASNET

Through the ages, Cuban 
cigars have been accorded 
a special status - exotic, 

sophisticated, and unmatched 
in quality. However, little do we 
hear of those toiling day and 
night to make them. Nilo Cruz’s 
Anna in the Tropics, set in 1929 
in a factory in Tampa, Florida 
(also known as Cigar City), brings 
to light the unsung lives of 
cigar rollers during the Roaring 
Twenties.   

Interpreting the story to suit 
a Nepali audience, the 2003 
Pulitzer Prize winning play is 
being staged by One World 
Theatre in Kathmandu. Directed 
by Deborah Merola, the play 
evokes contemplation, is well 
crafted and captivating.

The play opens with the stage 
divided in half, presenting two 
simultaneous scenes. On one side 
of the partition is Santiago (Sajag 
Rana), the owner of the cigar 
factory, and Cheché (Hemanta 
Chalise), his half brother, betting 
on rooster fights and on the 
other, Ofelia (Loonibha Tuladhar) 
and her two daughters, Conchita 
(Kavita Srinivasan) and Marela 
(Rojita Buddhacharya), wait 

for the lector’s (Divya 
Dev) arrival. It is his 
introduction and reading 
of Anna Karenina that sets 
the pace of the story – with 
each reading, the workers 
are inspired by the 
characters in the novel, 
which in turn influences 
the dynamics of their own 
relationships. 

The strength of the 
play lies in its no-frills 
presentation, aiding the 
smooth transitions between scenes 
and focus on the characters within 
them. The minimalist staging 
under Merola’s direction suggests 

the dearth of satisfaction and 
mundane lives of the workers, 
compelling audiences to pay more 
attention to the dialogue rather 
than be distracted by lavish set 

designs. 
With a muted 

backdrop, strong 
performances by the 
actors take centre 
stage, as several scenes 
stay with the audience 
long after they end. 
The scene that depicts 
Santiago confiding in 
his wife Ofelia about 
his misgivings and 
trying to win back her 
confidence is perfectly 

timed, escalating from hilarious 
tiffs between an old couple to soul 
searching conversations about 
dignity. Another beautifully crafted 

Anna  in  the  Tropics
scene marks the beginning of 
Conchita’s extramarital affair 
with the lector, exemplifying 
their unparalleled love with 
flawlessly synchronised 
movements.

The only area where the play 
was lacking was in the actor’s 
enunciations, which at times 
made it difficult to follow the 
dialogue. But what was lost at 
times in the actor’s accents was 
made up for by the exceptional 
expression and delivery of Cruz’s 
original lines.

Over the course of a play 
draped in the words of Leo 
Tolstoy, what the viewer 
leaves with is an exploration 
of impassioned emotions and 
impossible love. It not only 
brings out the hardships faced 
by the immigrants in Tampa, 
but also gives a glimpse into a 
culture that craves knowledge 
and the fulfillment of repressed 
desires. Merola’s production 
marvelously captures the genius 
of Cruz, delivering a play that is 
a must watch.

Anna in the Tropics will run 
everyday at 5 pm (except on 
Wednesdays) at Theatre Village, 
Uttar Dhoka till 13 March. There 
will also be a Saturday Matinees 
on 12 March at 12pm. Tickets are 
Rs 300 for adults and Rs 200 for 
students with IDs.
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