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The conflict in Nepal lasted ten 
years, and it has now been over 
for just as long. This week marks 

a decade since the climax of the pro-
democracy movement that lead to the 
ceasefire. What the Maoists failed to 
achieve with bloodshed was attained in 
19 days of largely peaceful street protests 
ten years ago this week. At midnight on 
24 April 2006, after much vacillation, 
King Gyanendra restored Parliament. It 
represented a moral victory for peaceful 
political struggle, proving it to be 
more effective than using violence as a 
political weapon.

The last ten years of the peace 
process had its high points: no one 
could have predicted that Nepal today 
would have women in the posts of 
President, Parliament Speaker and Chief 
Justice.  Or that we would have a former 
Maoist guerrilla commander serving as 
Vice-President. Rebel combatants were 
demobilised, some 1,600 guerrillas 
joined the national army and some will 
soon serve as UN peacekeepers. Despite 
official apathy, threats and intimidation, a few of Nepal’s 
human rights activists have doggedly pursued truth and 
justice on behalf of victims and relatives. 

However, struggling for democracy seemed easier than 
nurturing it. The end of the war did not signal an end to 
violence. For Nepalis yearning for genuine peace and 
justice, the euphoria of 2006 has long since evaporated. As 
Seulki Lee points out in her review on page 14-15, in terms 
of transitional justice the peace process has been an abject 
failure. War crimes and murders perpetrated during the war 
have been wholly unaddressed.   

One such transgression was committed by Bal Krishna 
Dhungel, who killed Ujjain Shrestha in Okhaldhunga in 1998 
over a family dispute. He was convicted by the Supreme 
Court and served time in prison before being freed by a 
Maoist-led government in 2010. Agni Sapkota, the accused 
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Q. Which do you think is more important? 

COPING AND HOPING
Despite the disappointing track record 
of Nepali leaders in offi ce, we now have 
a female President, a female Speaker 
and a female Chief Justice (‘Coping and 
hoping’, Editorial, #803). The next step 
would be to elect a female Prime Minister. 
Women are better leaders and will be the 
ones to bring peace and prosperity to this 
country.

Anita Sharma

I’d rather have equal rights for 
women in every sense of that word, 
especially the right to confer/transfer their 
citizenship to their children independently 
of their spouse, than have a few token 
appointees. 

Namah

The Rana rulers were far more 
accountable to the people during the 
earthquake of 1933 than the elected 
government of new Nepal.

KK Sharma

DOUBLE VICTIMS
There are several stories published in the 
Nepali Times which will give one an idea 
of how these rapacious Maoists created 
ruthless mayhem in this otherwise 

peaceful country (‘Victims of war and 
earthquake’, Seulki Lee, #803). And what 
did we get for all that - few fi lthy rich 
Maoists “leaders” and a country that lost 
two decades of progress with all its able 
youth forced to emigrate.

Read

Don’t forget that the Maoists imposed 
a completely unnecessary violence on 
innocent Nepalis, everybody else was 
reacting to that. Somehow twisting that 
truth to serve selfi sh agenda now, even 
by those playing as journalists, doesn’t 
change the truth.

Chive 

RESTORING RESORTS IN CHITWAN 
It seems there were never decisive 
fi ndings with regards to whether lodges 
inside Chitwan National Park helped 
or hindered conservation ('Restoring 
resorts', Smriti Basnet, #802). But recently 
talking to agents, press representatives 
and tourists alike, what has become clear 
is that the closure of Tiger Tops and the 
other quality lodges inside the Park, has 
not only damaged the image of wildlife 
tourism in Chitwan, but has also hurt 
the overall image of Nepal as a tourist 
destination. Following the earthquake 

and the blockade, Nepal's  tourism is 
in trouble and needs all the support 
it can get. It is not a matter of 'We 
want high-end tourists', or 'We should 
concentrate on the mass market'. 
No, the reality is we need all tourists. 
Nepal requires the employment they 
provide and the income they bring. 

We should not forget the old 
saying 'The Client is always Right' and 
Nepal should indeed offer what the 
client wants. We used to be good at 
that and in these very diffi cult times, 
we cannot afford to do anything less.

Robin Marston 

STATE  OF  IMPUNITY
Letting war criminals go free erodes the rule of law, sends the message that violence is the answer and no one has to pay for crimes

in the murder of Arjun Lama in 2005, is now Minister of 
Forest and Soil Conservation, and faced no consequences as 
a result of his alleged crime.

There are many other equally notorious cases, like that 
of Dekendra Thapa, the Dailekh radio journalist who was 
disappeared, tortured and buried alive by the Maoists in 
2005. Or the case of Maina Sunar, the 14-year-old who was 
raped and murdered by soldiers from the Panchkhal Base in 
2004. Dozens were tortured and executed at the infamous 
Bhairabnath Battalion in the heart of Kathmandu. 

Perhaps the most egregious case was the murder by the 
Maoists of teenage student, Krishna Adhikari in Chitwan 
in 2004. The boy’s parents, Nanda Prasad and Ganga Maya, 
maintained that the murder was over a land dispute, and 
pursued justice using the limited avenue open to them: 
through a prolonged hunger strike until Nanda Prasad 
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died in 2014. Ganga Maya is in critical 
condition this week in hospital after 
continuing her fast.

The government has benefited from 
the public’s reluctance to revisit the 
violence inflicted during the conflict. 
The international community, which 
was once so vociferous on transitional 
justice, has suddenly gone quiet. The UN 
is now mostly busy ostensibly fulfilling 
its mandate by holding seminars like a 
recent one on ‘unofficial truth-telling’ 
— a thinly-veiled euphemism clearly 
intended to let the government off the 
hook.

Nepal’s conflict ended without 
a victor or vanquished. The former 
enemies are now the state. Neither they, 
nor the police, nor Nepal Army generals 
or former guerrilla commanders, 
want to rake up wartime atrocities. 
They have colluded to set up a Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission as 
well as a Commission on Enforced 
Disappearances, both of which can 
offer amnesty to those found guilty. 

Most human rights activists have been co-opted or silenced. 
The Prime Minister last week summoned members of the 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), and bluntly 
told them to toe his line.

This current state of impunity will further erode the rule 
of law, and send the message that violence is the solution 
and there is no price to pay for wartime crimes. Just because 
the people do not expect justice to be served by the state 
does not mean that they do not hope fervently for it.

To uphold the rule of law, the NHRC and the two 
commissions must try iconic cases that epitomise the cruelty 
inflicted during the war, like the ones involving Maina 
Sunar, Ujjain Shrestha, Arjun Lama or Krishna Adhikari 
where there is enough evidence and perpetrators are known. 
Only then will the state be able to send the message that 
impunity will no longer be condoned.

JAN MØLLER HANSEN
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LEGALESE
Binita Dahal

After the promulgation 
of the new Constitution 
in the Nepali year 2072 

that just ended, the country 
made history with the first 
female President, first Speaker of 
Parliament. On Wednesday, the 
first day of 2073, we also got the 
first female Chief Justice.

However, President Bidya 
Bhandari’s selection was based on 
her proximity to the ruling UML 
party, and her being the widow 
of the late Madan Bhandari. The 
choice of Onsari Gharti Magar as 
Speaker had a lot to do with her 
being a former guerrilla married 
to former CPN(M) Secretary, 
Barshaman Pun.

In contrast, Chief Justice 
Sushila Karki was recommended 
by the Constitutional Council this 
week purely on merit and on the 
basis of seniority – it had nothing 
to do with political or personal 
favours. This is a recognition of 
her own struggle to overcome 
obstacles in a profession 
dominated by men. She served 
as a Supreme Court justice for 
the past eight years where she 
made some bold and independent 
decisions, even though the 
verdicts sometimes went against 
some political figures she was 
close to.  

It is another irony that Karki’s 

recommendation has yet to be 
ratified by parliament because 
of the lack of consensus among 
political parties for a house 
hearing. Which is why she still 
has the prefix ‘acting’ in front 
of her Chief Justice title. This 
is the first time in history that 
a Chief Justice is acting, and is 
a damning indictment of the 
political paralysis in government 
to formally approve the country’s 
first female Chief Justice. 

Karki is known for her 
diligence, integrity, a frugal 
lifestyle and a proven track 

MADAM 
CHIEF 

JUSTICE

Unlike the President and the Speaker of Parliament, Chief Justice 
Sushila Karki is not a political appointee

record of zero tolerance for 
corruption. She lives in a rented 
room in her sister’s congested 
house in Dhapasi. She was born 
in Biratnagar, and her family 
was close to the Koirala clan. 
She used to be a member of 
the student union affiliated to 
the Nepali Congress during the 
Panchayat years.  Her husband 
also used to be active in the 
NC during the 1970s when the 
party was underground and was 
involved in the daring hijacking 
of a Royal Nepal Airlines flight 
in 1972.

Despite her party affiliation, 
Karki was known to be fair and 
independent in her judgements. 
She came into the limelight for 
the first time after her verdict 
against Minister Jaya Prakash 
Prasad Gupta who served a jail 
sentence on corruption charges. 
She also revived the cases against 
Khum Bahadur Khadka and 
Govinda Raj Joshi, both of the NC.  

Some have questioned Karki’s 
grasp of constitutional issues. Her 
predecessor, Kalyan Shrestha, 
who stepped down this week was 
embroiled in controversy over his 

decision as head of the Judicial 
Council to nominate 11 justices 
to Supreme Court. Karki was a 
member of the Council that took 
that decision.  

Due to the provision of a high 
court in the new constitution the 
Appellate Court will soon 
be dissolved. The laws related 
to the high court are yet to be 
formed, and may take a few 
more months. As Chief Justice, 
Karki will have to twist some 
tails and she is going to face the 
pressure from inside the court 
and political parties. People close 
to her say that she will never base 
her decisions on pressure, but 
rely on her legal instincts and the 
strict merit of the case.

Former Chief Justice 
Ram Prasad Shrestha who 
recommended Karki as justice, 
said he chose her not because 
she is a woman but because of 
her capability. Which is why she 
got handed the most sensitive 
political corruption cases. She 
even recommended the Judicial 
Council to investigate disputed 
judges of the Special Court who 
gave a clean chit in some high 
profile corruption cases like 
the one involving  Cholendra 
Shamsher, now a justice of the 
Supreme Court and next in the 
line for the post of Chief Justice.

This will also be another 
challenge for Karki, who will 
share the bench with Shamsher. 
Her other challenge will be to 
expedite some of the 23,000 
pending cases in the Supreme 
Court. While we celebrate the 
appointment of Nepal’s first 
woman Chief Justice, we must 
admit she has her work cut out 
for her during her 14 month 
tenure. 
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in your lap or palm.
w w w . n e p a l i t i m e s . c o m

NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.

MICHAEL NISHIMURA

The citizens of Kathmandu 
Valley react in different 
ways to the deteriorating 

air quality: some wear masks, 
many complain about it, others 
write letters to editors, but 
one group of activists is trying 
to set an example by making 
Kathmandu more bicycle-
friendly.

Most of the pollution is 
made up of particulate matter 
from roadside dust, but 40 per 
cent of it is from vehicular 
emissions. At busy intersections, 
the diesel and petrol exhaust 
component of pollution is much 
higher. Which is why Cycle City 
Network Nepal (CCNN) is trying 
to promote cycling. 

Inspired by Critical 
Mass gatherings on the last 
Friday of every month in 300 
cities around the world, CCNN 
brings together enthusiasts every 
month in Basantapur Darbar 
Square to promote lowering 
of Nepal’s carbon footprint, 
encouraging a healthier lifestyle 
through cycling and putting 
pressure on the government 
to pass greener transport 
legislation.

 “Our presence in the street 
is trying to put pressure on the 
government,” says Chakshu 
Malla, who has been with CCNN 
since the beginning. “Cyclists 
are part of the traffic, so we need 
proper space, useable cycle 
lanes and our rights.”

 The global Critical Mass 
movement strives to ‘reclaim the 
street’ through greater visibility, 

using a hoard of cyclists en 
masse to demand relevance 
amidst a sea of motorised 
vehicles.

“KCC2020 initially started 
as a political and economic 
solution to fuel dependency 
and to address the fact that two-
thirds of our national deficit is 
because of petroleum products,” 
says president Shail Shrestha.

Cyclists in Nepal are 
currently facing an auto-
hegemony. While the reliance 
on motorcycles as a mode 
of transport has increased 
threefold over the last few 
decades, constituting 75 per 
cent of all privately owned 
vehicles on the road, the 
dependence on cycles for daily 
travel has diminished from a 
modal share of 6.6 percent in 
1991 to just 1.5 percent in 2012. 
And though the percentage of 
homes owning a bicycle around 
the country is more than that 

of car and motorbike owners 
combined, in the Valley 
motorised two-wheelers 
outnumber cycles by 3:1.

The government’s response 
to the outcry for the need for 
cycle lanes has been slow. 
While the expansion project 
of the Maitighar-Tinkune 
road two years ago also 
added a cycle lane, because 
of improper signage, an 
inconsistent track and poor 
choice in paving material, 
nobody (not even cyclists) 
knows it is a cycle path.  
Though similar projects are 
underway, like the widening 
of the southern stretch of Ring 
Road, these efforts require an 
extensive overhaul of existing 
infrastructure, which has 
been a deterrent to what is 
really needed – an expansive 
network of connecting 
and well-maintained cycle 
paths. And since piecemeal 
expansions are planned with 
only motorised vehicles in 
mind, it creates even more 
dangers for already hazardous 
cycle commutes.

“Although we have been 
told by officials, including 
the Secretary of the Ministry 
of Physical Infrastructure and 
Transport, that they will build 
cycle tracks in several roads, 
they have never implemented 
the projects or allocated 
the budget,” says Prashanta 
Khanal, biking enthusiast. 
“The government’s priority 
is not the mobility of people 
but to make vehicles swifter, 
which leads to unsafe roads for 
cyclists and pedestrians.”

Cycling became popular 
during the Indian blockade 
and the fuel crisis because 
there was no other alternative, 
now the reason has been to cut 
down on pollution. “No petrol, 
no problem,” says 67-year-old 
Shiva Gurung, a regular at 
Critical Mass gatherings who 
used to bike from Pokhara 
to Kathmandu. “Day by day, 
pollution is increasing so we 
need to encourage the young 
population to cycle and teach 
them the right way to do 
things.”

Says Shrestha: “The 
political, social and 
environmental consciousness 
is on our side, and the 
situation is turning not only 
in Kathmandu, it’s happening 
around the world.”

Bicyclists campaign to reclaim the streets of Kathmandu

Pedalling the future
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This scorching dry weather cannot last, and sure enough we 
are getting whiff  of an approaching westerly front. It doesn't 
have copious moisture, but will induce some updrafts and 
buildup along the Himalaya and will lead to some storms and 
isolated precipitation especially along the higher valleys. 
This will temporarily remove the yellow haze made up of fi ne 
sand particles blown in from the Indian desert, leading to 
some unfi ltered direct sunlight.  But we still have some weeks 
to go for true pre-monsoon showers.
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the earthquake, says brickmaking 
has helped unite the community 
and empowered the women: “When 
I first came here, women were 
reluctant to speak during meetings. 
Now they are comfortable taking
charge and engaging in 
discussions.”

Kabita Shrestha, 32, one of 
the brick makers, agrees. “I used 
to believe it was dangerous for 
women to talk to strangers, and hid 
when outsiders came to the village. 
Nowadays I enjoy working outside 
and expressing what goes on inside 
me,” she says.

GMIN hopes to continue 
its work in Sanogaun after it is 
rebuilt. “We aim to support the 
community, provide livelihood 
and other facilities,” says Sherpa, 
who sees potential for homestay 
tourism in the village. “There are 
thousands of houses that need to 
be rebuilt and a quarter of them 
can use this method, which means 
these women can get jobs in other 
projects too.” 
Lucia de Vries

www.gmin.us
www.buildupnepal.com

Sanogaun, a small Newar 
settlement on the southern 
fringes of Patan was flattened 

by the earthquake last year. 
Now, the community is using an 
innovative technology to rebuild 
all its 49 homes so they are 
cheaper and resistant to future 
quakes.

The interlocking brick 
technique developed by Nepali 
inventor Gyanendra R Sthapit at 
the Habitech Center of the Asian 
Institute of Technology in Thailand 
combines the strengths of rammed 
earth and compressed blocks. It 
has been used in post-tsunami 
reconstruction in Thailand in 2008 
and after Cyclone Nargis ravaged 
Burma in 2010 to build more than 
1,000 homes, schools, and health 
clinics. In Bhutan, over 100 quake-
proof houses and schools have 
been built using the technology.

Leading the rebuilding efforts 
are the women of Sanogaun 
who were trained to make 
the compressed bricks. The 
interlocking, sun dried bricks 
are made of one part sand, one 
part cement and up to eight parts 
clay. The bricks are compressed 

manually using a machine. Each 
brick weighs 9kg, is a fraction 
of the price of traditional baked 
bricks, and have been proven to be 
twice as strong.

The women have been working 
since December and have made 
over 80,000 bricks on construction 
sites with support from Act Alliance 
and Grassroots Movement in Nepal 
(GMIN). However, the need for post-
quake reconstruction is so great 
that there is still a long way to go.

“The work is difficult but we 
know that if we want to rebuild our 
homes, we have to keep going,” 
says 52-year-old Purneshwori 
Shrestha, one of the 
brick makers.

GMIN’s Urgyen 
Sherpa says Sanogaun 
was chosen because of 
its community spirit 
and commitment 
to rebuilding better 
together. Through 

volunteers and fundraising 
campaign on Indiegogo, the 
project has received $1,500 per 
house. Act Alliance member 

Lutheran World
Federation (LWF) 
Nepal has also 
committed a grant of 
Rs 200,000 per family.

LWF Nepal’s 
field worker Madhu 
Sunam, who moved to 
Sanogaun soon after 

How Sanogaun’s women are rebuilding better 
quake-resistant homes

REBUILDING 
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BIKRAM RAI

What award-winning war 
photographer James 
Nachtwey thinks about 

the role of journalists in an unjust 
world would violate the basic 
tenet of the American media: 
reporters must not get too deep 
into a story, lest their emotions 
cloud their judgement.

While shooting on assignment 
in Kosovo, Rwanda, and other 
infamous theatres of conflict,  
Nachtwey was appalled by the 
cruelty and pain one human 
being was capable of inflicting 
on another. He gave vent to his 
outrage through his photography, 
documenting in powerfully 
stark black and white images the 
scars of multiple machete cuts 
on the side of a Rwandan man, 
or depicting a woman carrying 
scythes walking past burnt out 
homes in Kosovo.

“It’s our job to tell their story 
to the rest of the world, people 
need to know what is going on, 
however horrifying,” Nachtwey 
told reporters attending a talk 
organised by Nepali Times in 
Kathmandu on Saturday. The 
World Press Photo and multiple 
Robert Capa Gold Medal awardee 
has returned to Kathmandu after 
photographing the aftermath of 
last year’s earthquake for a cover 
story in Time magazine.

Asked if such 
disproportionate coverage by 
the international media of death 
and destruction after a disaster 
bent the truth because 85 per 
cent of the houses in Kathmandu 
Valley were intact, Nachtwey 
was unapologetic. “A lot of 
people died, houses came down 
and a journalist’s job is not to go 
around delivering just feel good 
stories,” he said.

This unwillingness to accept 
that the greater prominence of 
the negative distorts reality, and 
that a more nuanced coverage 
is required after disasters was 
perhaps the only discordant 
note from a photographer known 
for the sensitivity and empathy 
with which he treats and 
portrays  victims of manmade 
conflict and natural calamities 
that are often his subjects.

Nachtwey also has no 
problems with the media using 
the photograph of the dead 
refugee child on the beach in 
Turkey because it did what 
thousands of other pictures had 
failed to do: shocked Europe into 
helping refugees. He is similarly 
supportive of the Georgian 
photojournalist caught up in the 
Brussels airport blast last month 
who instinctively started taking 
pictures, including the now 
famous one of a wounded Jet 
Airways crew member. The use of 
that image was heavily criticised.

“Can you imagine being there 
and not taking that picture?” 
Nachtwey asked. “Obviously we 
have to use our judgment and be 
respectful. But we are reporters 
and need to get the story.”

Yet, Nachtwey says 
photojournalists should have 
a higher calling, an involvement 
in the subject that goes beyond 
career, techniques and reporting 
the facts. “There are values we 
have to uphold, and at some 

point, something higher takes 
over. A photographer’s eye is 
simply an optical instrument, 
you have to photograph with 
your whole body, with your 
heart and gut.” Technically, this 
means using a lens that allows the 

photographer to get close, not just 
physically but also emotionally, 
to show empathy and gain the 
subject’s trust.

In Nepal to cover the first 
anniversary, Nachtwey was 
impressed by what he saw 

in Gorkha district. “I have 
tremendous admiration for 
the people of Nepal, there is 
something very special about the 
way they have accepted what 
happened and done their best 
to help themselves. The worst 

situations bring out the best in 
people.”

What is the hardest part of 
being a photojournalist, someone 
asks. Nachtwey’s reply: “Knowing 
how to be at the right place at the 
right time.”
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Rocky Balboa and Sylvester 
Stallone are linked forever in 
cinema history, with Stallone 

playing the beloved, fictional boxer 
Rocky in seven films which now 
also includes the excellent Creed, a 
story of yet another young aspiring 
boxer that ought to have been 

formulaic, certainly the structure 
of the script is such, but ends up 
instead excelling and transcending 
its particular genre.

Adonis Johnson, played 
by Michael B. Jordan, is the 
illegitimate son of the undisputed 
heavyweight champion Apollo 
Creed, Rocky Balboa’s nemesis, 
competitor, and late friend. With 

both parents dead, Adonis aka 
Donnie, bounces around foster 
homes and juvenile detention 
facilities until Mary Anne Creed 
(Phylicia Rashad) removes him 
from the system and gives him a 
deeply loving home. 

With the Creed legacy behind 
him, Donnie quits his job as a 
young adult, terrifying Mary Anne, 
and sets off for Philadelphia 
in search of Rocky, who he 
hopes will train his already not 
so insignificant propensity for 
knocking people out. Cornering 
Rocky at his Italian restaurant, 
Donnie arouses the former star’s 
curiosity but not his commitment 
to coach him. The rest, well, you 
know how these things go. 

The reason for Creed’s 
immense success is threefold, the 
sensitive retelling of a familiar 
story, the casting of incredible 
actors, with people like Tessa 
Thompson shining as Donnie’s 
musician girlfriend whose hearing 
is deteriorating, and a deep 
understanding and reverence 
for a franchise that has always 
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FESTIVE TIMES: Locals pull the chariot of Bhairab during Bisket Jatra as onlookers 
watch from their damaged homes in Bhaktapur on Wednesday.

POKER RUN: Bikers take selfi es with Nepali Congress leader Prakash Man Singh 
(with green khata) during fl ag off  ceremony of the 8th annual Enfi eld Poker Run at 
Tundikhel in Kathmandu on Tuesday. 

GO TRAVEL: President of Dwarika’s Hotels and Resorts Ambica Shrestha unveils the 
‘Ghumfi r Barsa’ campaign at Nepal Tourism Board on Tuesday. The campaign aims to 
revive the tourism sector after a slow year.

FIRST STEP: Prime Minister KP Oli lays the foundation stone of Pokhara International 
Airport on Wednesday. 

CHIEF GUEST: President Bidya Devi Bhandari inaugurates the Second National 
Summit of Health and Population Scientist in Nepal at City Hall, Kathmandu on 
Monday. 
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Sophia Pande
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succeeded because of Rocky/
Stallone (the two are practically 
synonymous) at its heart. 

The travails of Rocky, Donnie, 
and Bianca become inter-twined 
as the three become a family unit 
of sorts, a development that is 
delightful to watch. The dynamics 
between the three characters, 
their growing affection for each 
other and the sly humour and 
good natured raillery written 
into the script make for such 
naturalistic dialogue that often 
you are tricked into thinking this 
is a window into a slice of urban 
Philadelphia life. 

The boxing sequences, 
of which there are many, are 
beautifully choreographed, with 
no excessive cutting from director 
Ryan Coogler, who conceived the 
story and co-wrote the excellent 
screenplay. The camera only 
watches, moving delicately 
around the action in the ring, 
never, ever trying to outdo the 
crucial drama unfolding there. 

Donnie, whose secret is soon 
out, is a born star, a man whose 
destiny is to box, who could so 
easily have become a brute and 
an ingrate, but is saved by the 
grace of Mary Anne, Rocky Balboa, 
the beautiful Bianca, and his own 
courageous heart. 

Boxing fan or not (I’m not 
particularly into pugilism myself) 
Creed is a wonderful film; one 
worth seeing for Stallone’s 
understated, subtly heart-
wrenching performance, and a 
portrayal of true sportsmanship. 
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ONE  TO  MANY
Bidushi Dhungel
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