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Nepal has not held local government 
elections since 1997. It has been 
a decade-and-a-half since the last 

elected district, village and municipality 
councils were dissolved. The Federal 
Democratic Republic of Nepal has been run 
by unelected bureaucrats at the grassroots 
for the past 15 years.

In  the early  1990s,  Nepal  was 
beginning to see the first signs of how local 
democracy could better deliver services 
in this rugged and predominantly-rural 
country. Backed by the Decentralisation 
and Self-Governance Act, local bodies 
were – for the first time in Nepal’s history 
-- forced to be accountable, because they were elected. 

Development took off, with remarkable improvements 
in rural health care, school enrolment, community 
forestry, village-managed irrigation, and credit and savings 
schemes. It was largely due to decentralised decision-
making that Nepal saw dramatic improvements in female 
literacy, which in turn sharply reduced both infant and 
maternal mortality rates. The momentum of the changes 
that swept rural Nepal is still being felt today in health and 
education.   

The Maoist conflict was the ruse Nepali Congress 
prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba used to cancel local 
elections in 2002, when in fact he feared that the UML 
would once more dominate village and district councils. 
What he did not anticipate -- or could not have cared less 
about -- was that the Maoists would use the vacuum at 
the local level to spread their influence, which is exactly 
what happened. The rebels used terror tactics, threatening 
elected local councilors and killing those who refused to 
toe the line, they bombed most of the 4,000 VDC and 75 
DDC buildings. 

After the conflict ended, the presence of elected officials 
at the grassroots would have streamlined compensation for 
victims and their families. Local accountability would have 
also ensured more timely and efficient delivery of relief 
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Q.  Is the Rs 200,000 reconstruction grant sufficient ?

DEVIL & THE DEEP BLUE SEA
An excellent and timely analysis, as 
always, by Rubeena Mahato on the 
evils that prevent Nepal from moving 
forward (‘Devil and the deep blue sea’, 
Rubeena Mahato, #805). She has very 
rightly identifi ed the three villains: self-
serving politicians at home, a vengeful 
hegemon in the neighbourhood and an 
interest-driven international community 
practicing double standards. Nepalis 
know their own ruling class very well; they 
have always been aware of the designs 
and conspiracies in their neighbourhood; 
now, since the communique of the EU, 
they have also been disabused of the 
sentiments of an important actor on the 
globe. She has, also, correctly put her 
full faith in the wisdom and fortitude of 
the hardy Nepalis to ultimately vanquish 
all evil forces and take their ancient 
homeland to new heights. 

Naqqad

#FREEKANAK
As expressed by the writer, Kanak Mani 
Dixit indeed voices for democracy & free 
society: sad days await if he is silenced 
& must not be allowed (‘Lok in the time of 
Loktantra’, Bidushi Dhungel).

Bishow Parajuli 

Nepal needs those who tell truth to 
power. Thank you Kanak.

S Blair

The Government has made it clear 
that the arrest of Mr. Dixit was due to 
several inconsistencies between his 
declared assets versus the assets the 
commission was able to investigate. The 
fact that Mr. Dixit happens to be a well 
regarded journalist is beside the point. 
Those mounting a vigorous defense 
and claiming Nepal to be a “failed state” 
based solely on the arrest of this one 
journalist need to take several steps 
back. Yes corruption is an issue in 
Nepal, but that ought not to then result 
in a situation where only those less high 
profi le than Mr. Dixit are charged or dealt 
with through the legal system.

Justice

Amnesty International would not call 
this a blown-up case by the media. If 
anybody can be thrown in jail as easily 
as Kanak Dixit was, what does that say 
about our democracy?

Anonymous 

Mr. Dixit is being held for corruption 
and amassing of illegal wealth and not 

for free speech. If this is true, he, like 
any other corrupt needs to be behind 
bars. Can’t one be a well known 
journalist and a corrupt at the same 
time?

Hurray 

It is clear that the CIAA’s 
selective action is more of an 
individual revenge. I have truly 
appreciated Mr Dixit’s articles which 
were among the very few written 
by a Nepali journaist that was fair 
and balance. In my view, Mr Dixit is 
innocent until proven guilty. 

Bal Tamang

THINK  NATIONALLY,  ACT  LOCALLY
Local elections would restore grassroots accountability, improve earthquake 

relief and kick-start development, but there is no political will for it.

after last year’s earthquake. In the year after the earthquake 
we have seen CDOs and LDOs in many of the 14 districts 
doing a commendable job with emergency response, but 
in the presence of elected local councils they would have 
performed even more effectively distributing reconstruction 
grants, rebuilding schools and repairing infrastructure.  

National-level politicians are too busy bickering for 
power, or arguing about the new constitution, to pay 
attention to local elections. They spout the ‘federalism’ 
mantra, but they stopped practicing decentralisation long 
ago. Federalism is nothing more than self-governance and 
autonomy for local units of government, but Kathmandu 
today is more centralised than ever. Bureaucrats sent by 
Singha Darbar decide where to spend earthquake money or 
the development budget, even as politicians argue endlessly 
about the form of federalism and the boundaries of proposed 
provinces in the Tarai.

This young democratic republic is dysfunctional because 
of the lack of its basic tenets: periodic local elections, the 
rule of the majority and a vibrant opposition at the grassroots 
level. Currently, a junior civil servant with no ties to a 
village or district disburses billions of rupees of the village 
or municipality budget like a mayor, and the local people 
have virtually no say over where it is spent. We are obsessed 
with slogans of federalism, but have forgotten the true spirit 

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Lok in the time of Loktantra  by 
Bidushi Dhungel (1,072 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
The Spirit of Nepal by Jay Poudyal 
(54 retweets, 82  likes)

Most commented  
Lok in the time of Loktantra 
by Bidushi Dhungel

Most shared on Facebook
Twin passage (32 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Twin Passage 
Two American expatriates who devoted their lives to Nepal passed away 

this month (9,781)

Total votes: 222

of decentralisation.
The only way to kick-start development 

and promote grassroots accountability is 
to hold local elections. But none of the 
major political parties could be bothered. 
The UML is the only one that has officially 
announced that it wants local polls, 
because of its strong grassroots support 
base. The UML’s coalition partner, RPP-N, 
did not win a single seat under direct 
elections in the last two CA elections, but 
its Chair Kamal Thapa, is demanding local 
elections only because he is also the local 
development minister. The NC is paying lip 
service, but is not a very keen proponent.

Those openly against local elections are the Maoists 
even though they promised polls in their 2013 election 
manifesto. Madhesi parties are understandably opposed to 
local elections saying local councils must be elected only 
after a final decision on the federal demarcation of Tarai 
districts.  

However, it would be fair to say that none of the parties 
– not even the NC or the UML – is in any particular hurry 
to have local elections, because they benefit so much from 
the absence of grassroots accountability. Village and district 
councils are dominated by so-called ‘all-party mechanisms’ 
with representatives of all political parties in proportion 
to their parliamentary strength. VDC and DDC secretaries 
listen to these unelected local leaders, not to people’s 
representatives, when it comes to disbursement of budgeted 
resources. The government declared all-party mechanisms 
illegal a few years ago, but they still rule the roost.

The Supreme Court has twice ruled that local elections 
should be held. Finalising the boundaries of federal 
provinces could take years, and it would be unwise to 
wait so long for local elections. Under Article 303 of the 
new constitution, which deals with the political system 
of transition, there is no obstacle to holding local body 
elections. In Nepal, it has been a clear-cut case of where 
there is no political will, there is no way.
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THIS IS IT
Rubeena Mahato

Nepalis do not need an 
anniversary to remind 
them of what has been a 

recurring nightmare. A year after 
the earthquake and billions of 
dollars promised for rebuilding, 
2.5 million people are still living 
in temporary homes.

 People have lost their loved 
ones, their livelihoods, livestock 
and homes. They have little hope 
that things will improve. Every 
second matters, yet our political 
parties took nine months just to 
appoint a CEO to the National 
Reconstruction Authority (NRA). 
It did not matter to them that 
earthquake survivors were wet, 
cold and hungry while they were 
wrangling over the NRA seat.

This lack of seriousness, 
an absolute disregard for 
the people’s welfare and the 
shocking confidence that they 
are indispensable makes one 
wonder what we Nepalis  ever 
did to deserve politicians like 
these.

Our tragedy is not that we 
live in one of the most perilous 
and disaster-prone parts of 
the world, but that we have 
inherited a political class that is 
capable of keeping this country 
in a perpetual state of ruin as 
long as they can benefit from it. 
With two big earthquakes and 

an even more damaging Indian 
blockade, the year 2072 was not 
a very good one. But has any 
year been better? How long are 
we condemned to live like this? 
At this pace of reconstruction, 
whatever is still standing will be 
destroyed in the next Big One, 
which is inevitable.

Now that the blockade is over, 
there shouldn’t be fuel lines and 
gas cylinders should be plentiful 

and sold at normal prices, right? 
Wrong. We should be catching 
up with delayed infrastructure 
projects, but they are in limbo. 
With things returning to normal, 
there should have been a 
semblance of governance by now.

What has stopped the 
government from amending 
discriminatory citizenship 
provisions in the constitution 
to give equal rights to Nepali 

human rights and democracy. It 
seemed as if they had no qualms 
watching millions of Nepalis 
suffer if that’s what it took to 
teach Katmandu a lesson.

Despite knowing full well 
that India blockading Nepal 
immediately after the earthquakes 
would lead to a humanitarian 
crisis, the international 
community kept its mouth 
shut for fear of hurting India’s 
feelings. There are now claims 
from different quarters that Nepal 
is facing grave existential threat 
owing to the Madhes unrest, 
but by failing to support Nepal 
when it was most needed, the 
international community has 
proven once and for all that it 
is not a neutral partner. Nepalis 
are trapped between corrupt 
and incompetent political forces 
within, and external powers 
without. Both are working to 
advance their self-interest at the 
cost of the ordinary people of 
Nepal.

Understandably, there is an 
air of cynicism and collective 
despair, but survivors of the 
earthquake and those reeling 
under food shortages caused by 
a prolonged drought in western 
Nepal, continue to do the best 
they can to survive day-to-day.

Much to the disappointment 
of blockade imposers, Nepal 
did not come tumbling down in 
those five months last year. And 
perhaps Nepal will continue to 
survive despite the doomsayers 
because of the fortitude and 
wisdom of its hardy people. 

 Nepalis learnt long ago they 
cannot rely on their government, 
and recent events have  taught 
us we cannot rely on outsiders 
either. 

Devil and deep blue sea
Nepalis learnt long ago they cannot rely on their government, and 
recent events have  taught us we cannot rely on outsiders either   

women? What has stopped it 
from eliminating fear, doubt and 
misinformation that has been 
spread among Madhesis about 
the new constitution? How long 
will our leaders keep on pointing 
at external threats to hide their 
incompetence, and how long will 
people buy their lies?  It took an 
Indian blockade to wake some of 
our leaders from their slumber 
and sign a transit treaty with 
China. What will prompt them to 
pursue Nepal’s interests beyond 
mere survival for the greater 
wellbeing of their people?

The way things are going, 
the international community 
is eager to write off Nepal as 
a failed state, and it is hard 

not to notice an alliance 
forming that wants 

to discredit and 
delegitimise the 
Nepali nation. 

If our parties do 
not get their act 

together, there are 
more difficult days ahead.

For all their talk of 
humanitarian support and 
accountability, the international 
community was hardly to be 
seen during the difficult months 
when Nepal was being blockaded 
by India. Their disdain and 
criticism of the Nepali state, does 
little to mask their own selective 
application of principles of 

DIWAKAR CHETTRI
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MAKING IT PLAIN
Navin Jha
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BIZ BRIEFS

Self reliance
NMB Bank recently launched 
Aatmanirbharta, its corporate 
campaign aimed to fi nance various 
businesses. Ranging from agriculture 
to project fi nancing, the bank 

aims to re-emphasise its focus 
on micro, SME enterprises and 
entrepreneurship across the country.

Qatar bags awards 
Qatar Airways was recently awarded 
Airline with the 
Best Business 
Class and Best 
Airport Lounge 
in the Middle 
East for the 
Al Mourjan 
Business Lounge 
in Hamad International Airport at 
the Business Traveller Middle East 
Awards 2016. The airline currently 
has three fl ights from Kathmandu to 
Doha daily, connecting Nepal to over 
150 destinations worldwide.

Sony in Jawalakhel 
Authorised distributor of Sony in 
Nepal, Nepa Hima Trade Link, 
inaugurated a new showroom at 
Jawalakhel recently. The store off ers 
a wide variety of Bravia TVs, Xperia 
Smartphones, Alpha and CyberShot 
Cameras, home theatre systems, 
personal entertainment and MDR 
series headphones. 

Insured partnership
Everest Bank recently signed an 
agreement with MetLife Nepal for 

bancassurance partnership. With this 
agreement, EBL customers can now 
avail diff erent insurance products of 
MetLife from the bank’s branches. 

In the small hallway 
connecting two wings of 
US Ambassador Alaina 

B Teplitz’s living room in 
Kathmandu hangs Shannon 
Szczekot’s colour photograph 
of prayer flags hovering against 
a backdrop of a blue sky in 
Colorado. At first glance, visitors 
think it is a picture from Nepal, 
and it is this similarity that made 
Teplitz include the photograph 
among new works by American 
artists to adorn her residence in 
Kamaladi.

“Every piece tells a story 
and you can relate to it despite 
being a Nepali or an American,” 
Teplitz told Nepali Times during 
a gathering to introduce guests 
to artworks by 10 American 
artists curated by Sarah Tanguy 
of the Art in Embassies Office 
in Washington DC. Teplitz 
and Tanguy chose artworks by 
women and artists from minority 
groups in the US.

The photographs, paintings 
and even tapestries make for a 
diverse collection. From Susan 
Makara’s Convivial rocks, an 

Artists in residence

CLOSE STUDY: Designer Prabal Gurung 
observes a tapestry artwork at the residence 
of US Ambassador Alaina B Teplitz in 
Kathmandu last week. 

oil and metallic leaf painting of 
cairn rocks in Arizona, to modern 
interpretations of indigenous 
culture in Tony Abeyta’s Infinite 
Wisdom and Crystal Worl’s Into 
Water, Teplitz has tried to feature 
glimpses of her native Pacific 
Northwest.

Two photographs, Szczekot’s 
Prayer flags over Colorado and 
Carol Nelson’s Aspen View, a 
picturesque landscape art with 
mountains in the background, 
have been particularly picked 
because of its similarities to 
Nepal.  

Among the other pieces, Jane 
Cochran’s Mind Games with its 
dramatic patchwork adds to the 
vibrancy of the living room of 
the residence. Inspired by the 
tradition of American quilting, 
Cochran uses the technique of 
sewing and beading to create 
a portrait of a woman’s face 

festooned by her thoughts, 
dreams and aspirations. Colourful 
leaves, flowers, butterflies, 
even monkeys, fish and cats 
sewed around the face add to its 
flamboyance.   

Tucked away under the 
staircase of the envoy’s residence 
is Lisa Cameron Russell’s 
impressive Praire Cactus painted 
with layers of latex enamel on 
gallery-wrapped canvas. From 
afar, it appears to be three huge 
yellow cactus flowers. As one 
draws nearer, the texture of 
the painting comes to life. A 
representational painting from 
a distance, it now becomes an 
abstract art with beaming colours.

“The works of art express 
American culture in a small way 
and give a chance to bring people 
to the house and talk about art 
in a different way,” said Teplitz, 
who has been active in pushing 
for gender equality since her 
appointment last year.  Her first 
trip outside the valley was to 
participate in a Women’s Build 
with Habitat for Humanity in 
Kavre.

The evening to introduce the 
artworks ended on a musical note 
with Raptivist (rap + activist) 
Aisha Fukushima and her 
band performing. Fukushima’s 
global hip hop project will be 
conducting workshops across 
Nepal with youth on freedom 
of expression and strengthening 
democracy.
Smriti Basnet 

US EMBASSY/NEPAL 
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in your lap or palm.

w w w . n e p a l i t i m e s . c o m

NEPAL WHER EVER 
YOU ARE.

As the first anniversary of 
the great earthquake filled 
millions with trepidation, 

reports of progress made by 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) and less 
poetically named Commission 
of Investigation on Enforced 

Disappeared Persons (CIEDP) offer 
a glimmer of hope, delusional 
or otherwise. Both organisations 
began registering complaints as 
of mid-April, a year after their 
formation and 10 years after the 
conflict ended, indicating the 
government has finally run out of 
excuses to delay the process any 
longer. 

Newspapers carried heart-
rending tales of sons and 
husbands murdered by Maoists 
or disappeared by the army, 
reminding us of the Pointless 
War’s tragic impact on so many 
families, many of whom still wait 
and pray for justice. 

Events took an unexpected 
turn when a group called the 
Discharged People’s Liberation 
Army Struggle Committee filed 
a complaint with the TRC, 
demanding action against the 
Maoist leadership for exploiting 
them as child soldiers. Known as 
the Disqualified, they represent 
the 4,000 ‘fighters’ refused entry 
into the UN camps for being 
underage.

It’s well known that many 
‘Mao kiddies’ were rounded up 
by the party, given a few days 
training and an old pressure 
cooker ‘bomb’, and presented to 
UNMIN as bona fide combatants. 
This highly cynical ploy to inflate 
PLA numbers, which Prachanda 
bragged about in the leaked 
Shaktikhor tapes, made a fool of 
both the UN and government. 
Worse still, while many imposters 
were accepted into the camps 
some of those rejected were 
actually battle-hardened soldiers.  

Lenin Bista, the group’s aptly 

named spokesman, was recruited 
in 2002 at the age of 12 and 
served 4 years in the PLA before 
being disqualified by the UN and 
ditched by the party he fought for. 
If he couldn’t earn $1 a day in the 
camps, with the party claiming 
half, the Politburo had no further 
use for him and promises of 
government help typically never 
materialised.

Spreading the blame further, 
the group accuses both the 
government and UN of willful 
negligence for ignoring the PLA’s 
rampant use of minors. 

International protocols on 
child rights oblige the authorities 
to arrest anyone breaking such 
laws, yet nothing was done. 
UNMIN’s mandate in 2006 was 
limited but didn’t preclude 
condemning the use of child-
soldiers and demanding action 
against those responsible.

The group’s request for 
recognition, reparations and 
security is a courageous step 
that’s sure to upset some very 
powerful people. Your columnist 
fears any extra attention may 

Lenin Sues Maoists, Gov’t & UN

bring trouble, but Lenin Bista 
has already been front page news 
and many share his group’s view 
that exposing this terrible abuse 
of power to the world could help 
ensure Nepal’s children never get 
used as soldiers again.

Though it’s no surprise that 
the only ones seeking justice are 
the victims and their families the 
complete lack of support for the 
process from any of the political 
parties, either in government or 
opposition, reeks of high level 
collusion.

How can the NC, UML and 
RPP-N forget their many party 
members murdered by the 
Maoists, who, for their part, seem 
to share this collective amnesia 
towards their own cadre tortured 
and disappeared by the army? 
Wouldn’t it make sense for the 
governing UML to empower the 
commissions and finally bring 
closure to an agonising chapter in 
the country’s history, especially 
since so many of the slain were 
their own?

Logically speaking, the 
opposition NC should be 
demanding justice but instead 
stays quiet, perhaps because most 
of the war crimes committed by 
the state took place while Girija 
Prasad Koirala was PM. 

Another explanation for this 
conspiracy of silence is most of 
the victims were poor villagers, 

mere pawns in the game, and 
how can we expect those so 
willing to forget their own fallen 
comrades to give a damn about 
the thousands of nameless dead?

While the Maoists have gone 
to extraordinary lengths to place 
their high ranking members in 
lucrative posts while shielding 
them from prosecution, no 
such concern was ever shown 
for their rank and file. Perhaps 
they should have been kinder, 
considering the leadership now 
stands accused of crimes against 
humanity by its own troops, a 
charge that takes irony to new 
heights.

Both commissions can expect 
more resistance, obstruction and 
pressure from all quarters as the 
cases evolve.

The army’s immediate 
demand that the CIEPD furnish a 
list of complainants is menacing, 
especially since they have no 
legal right to do so, and suggests 
the military plans to actively 
undermine the commission 
however they can. 

The Maoists, meanwhile, 
are feverishly trying to shift 
cases against their cadre from 
civil courts to the TRC, where 
they must believe their chances 
of achieving a whitewash are 
greater. 

It’s clearly not going to be 
easy, especially since history 
shows Nepal’s political 
and military brass consider 
themselves to be firmly above 
the law. None can be trusted 
to pursue justice, most can be 
expected to obstruct it, and all are 
actively colluding in this pursuit. 
Perhaps the only hope lies with 
the international community and 
donors, who can leverage their 
influence ($) to ensure the cases 
proceed without interference. 
Otherwise, this historic exercise, 
supposed to bring closure for 
the victims and help heal the 
nation, risks degenerating into yet 
another shabby travesty of justice. 
If our leaders manage to pull that 
off the impunity they’ve grown so 
fond of will be theirs forever. 

A group of former Maoist combatants is demanding action against the Maoist leadership for exploiting them as child soldiers

MOVING  TARGET
Foreign Hand

THE DISQUALIFIED: Lenin Bista 
joined the Maoists at 12 and served 
four years in the Maoist army before 
being disqualifi ed by the UN. He now 
heads an organisation of former child 
soldiers demanding action against the 
Maoist leadership.
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Art exhibition, 
Exhibition of works by artists Shradhha 
Shrestha and Kiran Manandhar as part 
of the sixth series of works produced by 
recipients of the Australian Himalayan 
Art Award. 
Until 9 May, 11am to 5pm, 
Siddhartha Art Gallery, 
Babar Mahal Revisited, (01)4218048

Green film, 
Screening of Greening the Island of 
the Gods, a short documentary about 
Bali’s garbage crisis and its grassroots 
solutions. 
7 May, 11am to 12pm, Clean up Nepal, 
Tangal, (01)4428633

Rhythmic night,  
Enjoy a musical evening with 90s Nepali 
pop sensation Deepak Bajracharya and 
The Rhythm Band 
30 April, 7pm onwards, The Victory Lounge, 
Darbar Marg

Milla Guesthouse, 
If you prefer the quiet, and admire a mix 
of old and new, this is the perfect place 
to stay. Not too far away from the city, yet 
miles apart. 
Bhaktapur, 9851024137

Talk on air pollution, 
A talk by Dr Joe Vipond, clinical lecturer 
at the University of Calgary, advocating 
adaptation of a Canadian model to 
improve air quality in Nepal. 
Registration recommended.
30 April, 11am to 12pm, Clean Up Nepal, 
Tangal, 9851010003, 
aakash.shrestha@cleanupnepal.org.np
 
King’s day,
Go orange and celebrate the Dutch 
holiday Koningsdag (King’s Day) in 
Kathmandu with Het Pannenkoekenhuis - 
The Dutch Pancake House of Nepal. 
30 April, 10am to 8pm, 
Het Pannenkoekenhuis, Sanepa, 9843411753, 
saa.gun@gmail.com 

Girls on Wheels, 
Gear up for a treasure hunt on your 
scooters around Kathmandu with 
KCM’s Girls on Wheels. Men allowed to 
participate only as navigators.
30 April, 8am onwards, Civil Mall, Sundhara

Saigon Pho, 
Spacious interior with authentic 
Vietnamese dishes. 
Lajimpat, (01)4443330Kathmandu Kora, 

Ride to raise funds for birthing 
facilities in Nepal in the sixth edition 
of Kathmandu Kora Cycling Challenge. 
Free registration. 
16 July, 7.30am onwards, Mangalbazar

Get sporty, 
Run, ride or rock climb at the fi fth edition 
of Himalayan Outdoor Festival. 
29 April to 1 May, Hattiban Hills, Pharping,
www.himalayanoutdoorfestival com,  
9823287228/ 9843817625

BAC Mela,
Local products, foodstuff s and a second-
hand garage sale plus entertainment for 
the whole family at BAC’S monthly mela.  
30 April, 12 to 7pm, BAC Art Café, 
Pulchok, www.bikaplaartcenter.org

Critical Mass, 
Reclaim the streets of Kathmandu with 
fellow bicyclists to celebrate the third 
anniversary of critical mass Kathmandu. 
29 April, 5.30 pm onwards, 
Basantapur Darbar Square

Open data,
Attend a talk by the Chief Commissioner 
of National Information Commission, 
Krishna Hari Baskota on open 
government data in Nepal. 
5 May, 1 to 4pm, The Platform Inc, 
Uttar Dhoka, (01) 4415793, 9801105262 

Grill Me, 
A restaurant with a warm ambience and 
delicious grilled delights. 
Jhamsikhel, (01)5535294

Nepathya live, 
Folk rock band Nepathya will be 
performing to raise funds for 
earthquake victims and spread the 
message of strength through solidarity. 
14 May, 5 to 9pm (Gates open at 4pm), 
Tickets priced at Rs 1000, 
Jawalakhel Football Ground

Cancer benefit, 
Help raise funds for children battling 
cancer at Kanti Children’s Hospital with 
Nepali rock band 1974 AD. 
Tickets: Rs 2000. 
1 May, 6.30pm onwards, Moksh, Jhamsikhel, 
9813688226

Metal night, 
Book your seats for a night of 
hard-hitting heavy metal featuring 
bands Binaash, Aakrosh, Nude Terror, 
DISORDER, Crown Of Thrones and Vivace 
Octave. 
30 April, 12 to 6pm, Reggae Bar, 
Thamel, (01)4700654

All about jazz, 
Celebrate the fi fth International Jazz 
Day with a concert followed by a jazz 
workshop organised by KJC. 
30 April, 6pm onwards, Moksh, Jhamsikhel, 
(01)5013554

Dhulikhel Lodge Resort, 
Located on a hilltop, the resort off ers a 
magnifi cent vista of valleys, foothills, and 
mountains to the north. 
Dhulikhel, (011)490114/494, 
dhulikhellodgeresort.com

Shangri-La Village Resort, 
Escape the heat this summer with a two 
day and three night package at Shangri La 
Village Resort in Pokhara. 
Gharipatan, Pokhara, Rs 7500 per person 
including one way transportation from 
Kathmandu, rafting and lunch, (01)4420252/
9808187015/9860260894

Raniban Retreat, 
Situated at the other end of the Phewa 
Lake and nested inside Raniban forest and 
the World Peace Stupa, this retreat has 
one of the best views of the Annapurna 
range. 
Phewa Lake, Pokhara, (01)4411855

Mango Tree Lodge, 
Culture walks, rafting in the Karnali, 
wildlife exploration, and jungle safari 
at the Bardia National Park. 
Bhetani, Bardia,(84)402008,  
info@mangotreelodge.com.

Downtown, 
Go Indian at this restaurant, although it 
serves Chinese and Continental food too. 
Don’t miss out on the biryani. 
Pulchok Road, (01)5010751

The Heritage, 
Escape the hodgepodge of the tourist 
hub as you relish delights like paella 
and panna cotta.
Thamel, (01)4254343

Hyatt Regency,
Enjoy a sumptuous Italian-styled lunch at 
Hyatt’s Rox Restaurant featuring a variety 
of dishes like mushroom, leeks and sage 
pasta, homemade tagliatelle, lamb ravioli 
and a variety of risottos and desserts.
Till 30 April, 6.30 to 10pm, Hyatt Regency 
Kathmandu, Baudha, (01)4491234
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Sometimes a film can creep 
up on you and really surprise 
you with its heft, coming 

suddenly out of nowhere and 
becoming a favourite. Of the eight 
films nominated this past season 
in the ‘Best Picture’ category by 
the Academy, many have shown 
themselves to be little gems 

that are more profound than the 
usual heavy hitters that populate 
this exceedingly competitive 
but increasingly disappointing 
category.

Many of these nominees 
have been previously, positively 
reviewed in this column each 
finding a niche in my heart for 

their own special qualities. The 
same has happened most recently 
with Brooklyn, a charming, 
beautifully shot film, adapted 
from a novel by Colm Tóibín of the 
same name, about a lovely, bright, 
young Irish girl, Eilis Lacy (Saoirse 
Ronan) who is forced to leave 
her mother and sister to move to 
Brooklyn to find work.

The plot, set at the beginning 
of the 1950s, when summarised, is 
deceptively simple: Eilis (which is 
pronounced Ailish in Gaelic), who 
is brilliant at mathematics, quickly 
moves away from the swanky 
department store job that is 
waiting for her, organised courtesy 
of a kindly Catholic priest, Father 
Flood (Jim Broadbent), and 
becomes qualified as a book-
keeper.

Her sister Rose’s (Fiona 
Glascott) letters keep her heart 

 Trailer 

nepalitimes.com

GOPEN RAI

GOPEN RAI

BILATERAL TALK: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Aff airs Kamal 
Thapa met with US Secretary of State John Kerry on Tuesday in Washington DC.

HIGH FIVE: Army Chief Gen Rajendra Chhetri with Sonish Awal, who was rescued 
alive as a four-month-old baby after being buried for 22 hours in last year’s earthquake.  

ANGRY PUBLIC: Protesters chant slogans against what they said was government 
apathy towards earthquake survivors in Kathmandu on Sunday. 

QUICK STOP: Former President Ram Baran Yadav leaves the ICU at Bir Hospital on 
Tuesday after visiting journalist Kanak Mani Dixit who is undergoing treatment under 
custody of the CIAA. 

IN MEMORY: Hundreds gathered at Basantapur Darbar Square on Sunday to hold a 
candlelit vigil in memory of those killed in the earthquake last year.  

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

BIKRAM RAI

MoFA

GOPEN RAI

full of Ireland and her family, 
and she slowly makes friends at 
her boarding house despite deep 
homesickness. When Eilis meets 
Tony Fiorello (Emory Cohen), a 
big hearted, adorably articulate 
Italian American from Long Island, 
it seems her integration into the 
new world record is complete.

Of course, that is not all that 
the universe, well Tóibín the 
writer, has in store for young 
Eilis. Brooklyn is indeed a coming 
of age story, but unlike most in 
the genre, it is a subtle, deep one 
that does not hit you over the 
head with needless melodrama. 
Brooklyn is also a story about 
finding one’s place and finally 
belonging, a condition that is 
almost always linked to both 
home and family. 

Eilis’s story is not a new 
one, in fact, it is a story that is 
repeated the world over in this 
time of financial instability, 
conflict, forced migration, and of 
course natural disaster. Brooklyn 
therefore, is not a film that is self-
indulgent nor is it just a romantic 
tale told to glorify the possibility 
of making your own destiny in 
the United States. Instead it is a 
story of personal fortitude, family 
ties, grace, and humour under 
adversity, and finally, a love story 
that endures over the ages. 

Eilis and Tony may not be the 
heroes that Hollywood so often 
sells to the masses, but their 
lives are made riveting by their 
humanity, their families, and their 
ties, ultimately, to Brooklyn. 

BROOKLYN
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 Fuller interview and video clip: 
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