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This week’s high drama for 
regime change appears 
to have fizzled out as the 

UML beat the Nepali Congress 
in its competition to woo the 
UCPN(M). 

As this paper went to press 
on Thursday evening, there 
were indications that a ‘coup’ 
attempt by the NC to bring down 
the UML-UCPN(M) coalition, 
oust Prime Minister K P Oli 
and replace him with Maoist 
chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
had been foiled.

UML Vice-chairman Bam 
Dev Gautam went to meet 
Dahal at his home early 
Thursday morning and appears 
to have convinced him that 
Oli was ready to hand over 
the premiership to him if he 

waited till after the budget is 
presented on 28 May. Later, when 
a delegation from the NC went 
to meet Dahal, the Maoist leader 
reportedly thanked them for their 
offer, but that he’d have to decline 
for now.

What this means is that the 
NC’s attempt to register a vote 
of no confidence 
this week and form 
a government with 
the Maoists and the 
support of Madhesi 
parties has not been 
successful. But it 
firmly established the UCPN(M) 
as a kingmaker party since Dahal 
would be the next PM no matter 
which side won the power 
struggle.   

The NC accused the Oli-led 

coalition of being unsuccessful 
in ensuring earthquake relief 
delivery, in governance, 
resolving the Madhes crisis 
and curbing the black market. 
It proposed Dahal as prime 
minister in a new coalition 
that would include the NC. 
The UML managed to convince  

Dahal that it would 
not press for the 
investigation of 
wartime atrocities.

As things stand 
now, the parties 
in the present 

coalition will remain the same, 
but there will be a new prime 
minister (probably Dahal) and a 
new ministerial lineup after the 
budget is passed.
Kunda Dixit   

Pulling the rug
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Walk down the street in 
Darbar Marg, Thamel, 
Pokhara or Dharan 
and you can see Nepali 
youngsters riding the 
Korean Wave.

Little  KOREA  
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BIZ BRIEFS

Glow in the dark
G.P. Trading Concern recently 
inaugurated the Opple LED 
Lights showroom at Putalisadak, 
Kathmandu. With diff erent varieties 
of LED lights, the brand boasts a 
patented fl icker free technology and 
consumes 88% less energy than 
other lighting devices. 

Discounts galore, 
Colors Mobile is 
off ering Pearl Black 
K3 at Rs 17,495, 
with a discount of Rs 
3,500. With a 5-inch 
HD screen, the phone 
boasts of features 
like 32 GB ROM, 3 
GB RAM, 13 MP rear 
camera and 8MP front camera.

Coming soon: M5
Gionee recently announced that 
the Marathon M5 
Plus will be launched 
in Nepal soon. The 
latest addition to its 
big-battery Marathon 
series, M5 PLus comes 
with a 1.3 GHz Octa-core 
processor and reverse 
OTG charging. The 
phone will be available 
in champagne golden colour.

Each year football teams 
from Tibetan refugee 
settlements across India, 

Nepal, US and Canada come 
together to compete at the 
Gyalyum Chenmo Memorial Gold 
Cup (GCMGC) held in memory 
of the Dalai Lama’s mother who 
passed away in 1981. 

The location for this year’s 
tournament, the 22nd, was 
a dusty football field of the 
Doeguling Tibetan Settlement 
in Mundgod of the state of 
Karnataka in India. There were 
18 teams: 16 from India and two 
from Nepal.  

Representing Kathmandu 
was the Boudha-based Team 
Choelsum United which 

Football in exile 

received financial support from 
community members and local 
business owners to pay for travel 
and participation. 

The club’s manager, Rinzin 
Sherpa said that Choelsum’s aim 
is “to get more Tibetan youngsters 
into football”. He sees the sport 
as an alternative to drugs and 
alcohol abuse for young Tibetans 
in Kathmandu and elsewhere.

Competing in the GCMGC 
in 2013, Choelsum did not 
advance out of its group, and 
this year was no different. The 
club was placed in Group C with 
Dhargyaling Sports Club, from 
Tezu, Arunachal, Gulladhalla 
FC, from Bylakuppe, Karnataka, 
and Gangjong FC, from Shillong, 

Meghalaya. Choelsum played to a 
draw in all three matches. 

Choelsum played two scoreless 
draws with Gangjong FC and 
Gulladhalla FC in the final two 

contests. The Kathmandu 
club finished with a 
respectable three points, 
but it wasn’t good 
enough to advance, 
as Gangjong FC and 
Gulladhalla both picked 
up victories, finishing 
with 7 and 4 points 
respectively, to top the 
group. 

The club from 
the Tibetan Dickey 
Larsoe settlement, in 
Bylakuppe, Karnataka, 
hoisted the Gold 
Cup defeating the 
Dhondupling Settlement 
Club from Clementown, 
Uttrakhand, 1-1 (4-1) 
on penalty kicks in the 
final. 

A Kathmandu team 
hoisted the Gold Cup in 2004, 
but no Valley club has won since. 
Choelsum United hopes it can 
change that next year.

Since 2003 the tournament 
has been organised by the Tibetan 
National Sports Association 
which aims to promote the game 
of football within the Tibetan 
Community and raise awareness 
about the Tibetan cause and 
issues.

Kelsang Dhondup, the 
executive secretary of the 
TNSA, worked closely with 
a local voluntary association, 
the Doeguling Youth Sports 
Association, to help organise this 
year’s tournament. 
James Carsten 

TENZIN YONTEN

Growing CG, 
Chaudhary Group’s CG HOLDINGS 
announced its acquisition of Tigerland 
Safari Resort & Lodge in Chitwan 

recently. The 35 cottage resort at 
Jagatpur is located on the edge of the 
Chitwan National Park, near the Rapti 
river.  
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Your weekly weather person now fi nally announces the start of 
the pre-monsoon storm season. The frontal system that brought 
much-needed atmospheric moisture on a westerly dumped 
rain and snow across  the Nepal Himalaya, including the Tarai. 
Although the precipitation did not exceed 10mm, it brought a 
much needed respite from the drought and high temperatures. 
There is now enough residual water vapour to trigger afternoon 
convection systems into the weekend. Expect bright mornings 
giving way to buildup and thunderstorms across the mid hills 
and mountains. Maxima and minima will slide down 3 Celsius 
from last week.

KATHMANDUKATHMANDU
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NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.
KUNDA DIXIT

sick patients. “We are beginning to see 
a growth of preventive health culture in 
Nepal, people are not waiting till they 
get sick to have a checkup,” explained 
Archana Pradhan at the Grande’s 
Wellness Centre. 

The hospital has a special ward for 
needy patients who only have to pay Rs 
750 per day, but offers the same level of 
care and service. “Our philosophy is that 
healthcare cannot be purely commercial, 
and we use part of the revenue from well-
to-do patients to subsidise poorer ones,” 
Pandey explains.

The doctor now wants to scale up 
that system to the national level by trying 
to convince the government to allow 
private hospitals to manage government 
hospitals in underserved areas of the 
country so they can offer affordable 
and accessible health care to rural 
populations. In return, the government 
would provide hospitals with soft credit 
for their city hospitals. 

Grande recently added to its roster 
Arjun Karki, formerly of Patan Hospital, 
to oversee its quality and ethical care 
and noted heart surgeon Bhagwan 
Koirala. Both are well known for their 
achievements in spreading the reach of 
government health services also to rural 
areas.

For Chakra Pandey, the work has 
just begun. He said: “We are not trying 
to make money overnight, we are here 
for the long haul. This is not just our 
hospital, it is Nepal’s property, no one 
can take it away from us.”   

Seventeen floors up on the helipad of 
the Grande Hospital in Kathmandu, 
Chakra Pandey (pictured, below) 

sounds like the kind of person who has 
reached the pinnacle of his medical career. 

The doctor has reason to be proud of 
his achievement: the Grande International 
Hospital which Pandey built from the 
ground up with a consortium of investors 
has partially stemmed the exodus of Nepali 
patients for treatment abroad as well as 
established a new standard for state-of-the-
art medical care in Nepal.

“Our dream was to set up a world-
class hospital in Nepal. But this is just the 
beginning. We have only completed 30 per 
cent of our dream, we still have 70 per cent 
left to do,” Pandey said.

Indeed, in the three years since its 
inception, Grande has overcome challenges 
that most institutions take decades to 
experience: there has been a bruising 
falling-out between some partners, last 
year’s earthquake damaged the high-rise 
hospital in Dhapasi, and then there was the 
Indian blockade which affected services for 
five months.

On 25 April last year, as the building 
swayed, hundreds of patients were carried 
down into the spacious parking lot which 

was turned into a tent hospital for the next 
weeks, carrying out 122 major surgeries, 
treating more than 1,000 wounded and 
offering free medical care for four months. 
Many of the wounded of the Langtang and 
Everest Base Camp avalanches were also 
choppered here for emergency treatment.

The hospital now carries out at least 
100 hip and knee replacements a year, 
does ligament reconstruction, sophisticated 
cardiac and kidney procedures. Grande’s 
pathology, MRI and CT diagnostics, 
individualised ICUs, Cathlab and 30 other 
departments all have modern equipments. 
Being an orthopaedic surgeon himself, 
Pandey has set up a well-equipped 
physiotherapy rehabilitation centre for 
post-op patients. 

“This place lacks nothing, there are 
very few hospitals like this even in India,” 
said Ashok Vardhan, an Indian hospital 
consultant formerly with Fortis whose 
company is now managing Grande. “The 
trauma department here is the most 
comprehensive I have seen.”

It is this investment in quality that 
Pandey hopes will be an asset for Nepal’s 
adventure tourism industry, since world 
class heli-rescue, ambulance service 
and trauma care is now available in 
Kathmandu. Grande is also hoping to serve 
the local expatriate population and promote 
medical tourism. The hospital is getting 
overseas Nepalis as well as their parents 
coming here for treatment.

The checkup department of the hospital 
is separated from the rest, and people who 
come for tests are not mixed with other 

Nepal’s most state-of-the-art 
hospital is reducing the 

number of patients going 
abroad for treatment
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