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Sunita Mahara is a 35-year-old Dalit 
woman from Dhanusa and has been 
at the forefront of all protest rallies 

organised by the Federal Alliance in 
Kathmandu this week.

On Tuesday Mahara (pictured) was 
injured as riot police clashed with Madhesi 
and Janajati protesters. But the very next 
day, with her right elbow bandaged, she 
was back at a rally at Ratna Park. When 
Abhas Labh belted out the parody song 
that has become the anthem of the protests, 
Mahara had tears streaming down her eyes.

“The hill dwellers have always looked 
down at us as outsiders,” she told us 
in Hindi. “We are here to tell them that we 
are also Nepalis.” Three people were killed 
by police in Dhanusa during last year’s 
Madhes Movement.

Despite deep resentment among 
participants at the rallies, the protests 
led by figures from plains-based parties 
and indigenous groups have failed to 
gather momentum. Attendance has been 
dwindling and there are rifts within the 
Madhesi leadership. The government is 
hoping the protests will fizzle out, but even 
so, the Federal Alliance this week said it 
would continue the agitation in the capital 
for 10 more days.

After its six-
month agitation in 
the Tarai backed 
by an Indian 
blockade failed 
to exert enough pressure on the NC, UML 
and Maoists to rewrite the Constitution, 
Madhesi parties found common cause 
with Janajatis even though the two have 
mutually contradictory demands. The 
Madhesis want the eastern most Tarai 
districts of Morang, Sunsari and Jhapa in 
their province, while the Janajatis insist 
they belong to their hill province. 

Urmila Devi Sah, an MP from Dhanusa, 
says the Federal Alliance was forged only 
after Janajati parties agreed to the Madhesi 
demand for two provinces in the plains that 
included the disputed districts. But Lila 
Nath Angdembe of the Federal Limbuwan 
State Council says: “Without the three 
eastern plains districts, our province will 
be much poorer.”

The protests may not be powerful 
enough to force a rewrite of the 
Constitution, but it could destabilise the 
UML-Maoist coalition. Prime Minister K P 
Oli sweet talked the Maoists into giving up 
their bid to topple the government earlier 
this month, but if he does not step down 
after the budget, the Maoists could side 
with the NC and use the Madhes crisis to 
try to unseat him again.
Om Astha Rai
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Earlier this month, Prime Minister 
Oli managed to save his coalition 
from an attempt by the opposition 

NC to woo away his Maoist partners in 
government. The wily Oli acted quickly to 
convince Maoist Chairman Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal not to abandon him, and within 24 
hours staged a ‘counter-coup’ to avert an 
overthrow of his government. 

The two signed a 9-point Agreement 
the content of which makes clear the extent 
of the paranoia among the comrades in the 
former rebel movement about being hauled 
over the coals for war crimes. It is apparent 
that certain verbal points of agreement 
were not reduced to writing, including 
Oli’s pledge to step down after the budget 
announcement and let Dahal become prime 
minister for the second time.

Even so, the fact that five of the nine 
points address issues of transitional justice 
show just how worried the Maoists are 
about having to answer for the crimes 
against humanity they committed during 
the conflict from 1996 to 2006. One of the 
points obligate the UML and Maoists to amend the laws on 
transitional justice within 15 days, so that they ‘reflect the 
spirit of the Comprehensive Peace Accord’ — an euphemism 
for immunity from prosecution. The two leaders also agreed 
to include provisions to grant amnesty and pardon, dismiss 
'political' cases, and register land titles that were handed out 
by the Maoist government during the conflict.

The UML gave in to these Maoist demands solely to 
prolong its hold on power -- that much is clear. But the 
compromise points involving transitional justice violate 
the peace agreement itself, existing laws of the land as well 
as international human rights conventions and norms. The 
agreement, once more, proves just how much the Maoists -- 
especially its leader Comrade Prachanda -- are still haunted 
by the ghosts of the people they murdered. The 9-point 
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Q.  Should UML and Maoists scrap their nine-point deal?

CHARLES MCDOUGAL
Thank you for your work, Chuck 
(‘Charles McDougal’, #808). We 
will always be grateful to you for 
contributing to tiger conservation. But 
what saddens me is that the Nepali 
media was unaware when another tiger 
conservationist, Kirti Man Tamang, 
passed away last year. Tamang worked 
all his life to preserve forest and wildlife. 
Was his demise not worthy of an 
obituary, like to McDougal?

BB

Let us rename Chitwan National 
Park after Charles McDougal. 

Hans Hoefer

KAKISTOCRACY 
I always fi nd the Foreign Hand column 
spot on, and last week’s installation 
was also based on thoughtful analysis, 
an unbiased interpretation, and an 
honest desire to see a better Nepal 
(‘Kakistocracy’, Foreign Hand, #808). 
But I don’t believe our situation will ever 
improve until and unless the educated 
and better-off Nepalis wake up to 
demand an accountable government. 
Anthropologist Dor Bahadur Bista’s 
‘Fatalism and Development’, written 

decades ago, is still relevant today, 
especially when it comes to the 
mentality of the so-called upper middle 
class, and their unwillingness to act. It 
is high time they rose to hold politicians’ 
feet to the fi re. No external force 
can bring about positive changes in 
Nepal, whether it is India, China or the 
international development community. 
Change has to come from within and 
Non-Resident Nepalis, like myself, can 
also contribute to the effort

An NRN

IT’S ABOUT US
Who is ‘us’, Puru Shah? You want to 
create two Nepals – one of Madhesis 
and another of non-Madhesis (‘It’s 
about us’. Puru Shah, #808). Better be 
clear who you are talking about. You 
agree that Penner indulged in activities 
that he was not supposed to and go 
on to defend his actions. Manjushree 
Thapa? She is a social aristocrat who 
has a comfy life in Canada and uses the 
condition of Nepali women to elevate 
her international profi le. 

Binod
TAX ON KICKBACKS 
What Belayati Prime Minister David 
Cameron told Queen Elizabeth about 

‘fantastically corrupt countries’ shows 
how ignorant he is about Nepal, 
and some other countries (‘tax on 
kickbacks’, Backside, #808). It was 
certainly partial, enthocentric, bigotry 
and shameless act on his part to 
leave out Nepal from the list. He 
should have also included countries 
like Cambodia, Kenya -- and the UK. 
If he only read about various Russian 
oligarchs and how the UK elites 
make money out of them, which was 
covered by the Panama Papers he 
would not have left out the UK.

Poudyal

WAGES  OF  SIN
The 9-point Agreement proves just how much the Maoists, especially its leader 

Comrade Prachanda, are still haunted by the ghosts of their victims. 
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and faced no consequences for his 
alleged crime. The named accused 
from the Panchkhal Barracks 
involved in the rape and murder of 
14-year-old Maina Sunar in 2004 
were never prosecuted. Krishna 
Adhikari was murdered by the 
Maoists in Chitwan in 2004, and 
the boy’s parents Nanda Prasad 
and Ganga Maya Adhikari went 
on a prolonged hunger strike until 
Nanda Prasad died in 2014. Ganga 
Maya is still in critical condition in 
hospital. 

P o l i t i c s  m a k e s  s t r a n g e 
bedfellows, we are told, and there 
are no permanent friends and foes. 
But the UML’s whole-hearted 
support for the Maoist insistence 
on amnesty and pardon for war 
crimes just for momentary political 
survival is a cruel joke — especially 
when so many of the victims of 
murder and torture during the war 
were their own cadres. 

The Maoists and the UML have pardoned themselves, 
and the opposition NC hasn’t uttered a peep because it was 
itself in government for most of the war years commanding 
the state security that perpetrated excesses. Neither side 
won the war, the former enemies are now the state, and 
they have colluded to wash the blood from each other’s 
hands. 

One can understand the Maoists trying to absolve their 
guilty consciences and not wanting to pay the wages of 
sin. But we certainly did not expect this of the so-called 
democratic parties like the UML who ostensibly have, 
among their guiding principles, democracy, rule of law 
and social justice. As for the NC, we can only remind it  
of the Hungarian proverb: “If you are among crooks and 
remain silent, then you too are also a crook.”

ROBIN SAYAMI

YU WEI LIEW

Agreement may have extended the life of the coalition, but it 
slaughtered justice.

The agreement drives home the fact yet again that as 
far as justice is concerned, the peace process has been an 
unmitigated failure because war crimes by both sides have 
been wholly unaddressed. The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission and the Commission on Enforced Disappearances 
are politically-driven fig-leaf bodies that have been set up for 
the sole purpose of exonerating the perpetrators of atrocities.

Bal Krishna Dhungel, who killed Ujjain Shrestha in 
Okhaldhunga in 1998 over a family dispute, walks free today 
even though the Supreme Court convicted him, and he served 
time in prison before being freed by a Maoist-led government 
in 2010. Agni Sapkota, accused of the murder of Arjun Lama 
in 2005, is now Minister of Forest and Soil Conservation, 
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MAKING IT PLAIN
Navin Jha
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This week we have seen the kind of pre-monsoon 
thundershowers that used to lash the central Himalaya this time 
of year, bringing relief from the prolonged drought. We can 
expect more of the same pattern of bright mornings giving way 
to evening storms into the weekend, although things may clear 
up a bit on Sunday as the barometer climbs a bit. In next week, 
we may fall into the spell of an enormous depression in the Bay 
of Bengal that brought torrential monsoon rains to Sri Lanka 
and southern India this week. It is moving northeastwards and 
intensifying into a cyclone. We’ll have to keep an eye on that 
one next week.

KATHMANDUKATHMANDU
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KRIPA JOSHIMISS MOTI-VATION

Gokarna Forest 
Resort, 
A forest sanctuary to help you relax, 
breathe and meditate. Just a 20-minute 
drive away from Kathmandu. 
Gokarna, (01) 4451212, info@gokarna.net
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MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande
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