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SHEDDING IT: Som  Prasad Pahadi 
of the NEA substation in Lagankhel  

switches off electricity to Chapagaun for 
its  regular Thursday morning power cut. 
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GOPEN RAI

As pre-monsoon showers 
brought much-needed 
rain this week, the Nepal 

Electricity Authority reduced 
power cuts by one hour a day 
from this week. But consumers 
still face up to 12 hours without 
electricity in a country said to be 
the richest in hydropower in the 
region.  

The five-month Indian 
Blockade drew attention to this 
failure to harness hydropower 
and the growing dependence 
on petroleum imports. The  
government announced the 
Energy Crisis Reduction and 
Development Decade to end 
power cuts within a year and 
generate 10,000 MW of electricity 
in 10 years. Nepalis have heard 

SWITCHED ON
these promises before and have 
ridiculed the targets.   

Officials at the Ministry of 
Finance are finalising the new 
budget for presentation this 
weekend. Will Prime Minister KP 
Oli’s government set aside the 
resources to end the energy crisis? 
Will there be incentives 
for quick solar and 
wind energy projects? 
The Ministry of Energy 
wants Rs 7 billion to 
supply 1,000 MW by 
next winter. But mega 
hydro projects have been 
delayed by the earthquake and 
Blockade, and to meet the shortfall, 
the government is upgrading 
transmission lines to import 
another 300 MW from India. 

Nawaraj Dhakal, Director of 
the Alternative Energy Promotion 
Centre, says the new budget is 
important because it would be 
Nepal’s first fiscal planning after 
the blockade: “We are expecting 
the budget to restart nearly 300 
earthquake-damaged micro hydro 
projects, and renewable energy 
subsidy for earthquake survivors.”

International investors are 
in Kathmandu next week for 
the Nepal Power Investment 
Summit 2016 to attract energy 

partners. Hydropower 
developers expect policy 
changes in the budget, 
including tax incentives 
for hydropower 
construction. Khadga 
Bahadur Bista, President 
of Independent Power 

Producers’ Association says: 
“Because of the quake and 
blockade we need force majeure 
incentives for energy projects.”
Om Astha Rai
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Prime Minister KP Oli is the victim of his 
own success in cultivating a reputation 
for swift repartees. But what worked to 

disarm reporters and get legislators rolling on 
the aisles with laughter when he was in the 
opposition, is now landing him in trouble. As 
head of government, his jokes seem callous, 
disrespectful and inconsiderate.

Which is why his remarks on why rhinoceros 
conservation should concern every human being,  
piping cooking gas to every home, Nepal having 
its own merchant marine fleet, striking crude oil deposits in 
the Tarai and generating wind power, have been the butt of 
ridicule. And rightly so because when he makes these wild 
promises at a time when Nepalis grapple with day-to-day 
survival, the Prime Minister comes across as someone who is 
out of touch with reality.

However, to be fair, each of these grand declarations have 
merit and can be implemented. Most modern cities have gas 
utilities through mains just like urban water supply, ocean-
going ships have in the past flown the Nepali flag in the high 
seas, and Nepal can indeed be self-sufficient in power very 
rapidly by harnessing hydro, wind and solar energy.

Prime Minister Oli’s target of generating 10,000 MW of 
electricity in the next ten years is actually quite conservative. 
Nepal can generate much more in that time if we only had 
the political will, and a leadership team with vision and 
integrity. One of the biggest lessons from the Indian Blockade 
is that we should immediately fast-track hydropower, utility-
scale solar stations and wind farms to make the country 
energy self-sufficient. The surge in petroleum imports from 
India is making us economically bankrupt and politically 
subservient. 

Oli sounds like just another leader promising to turn 
Nepal into Switzerland or Singapore, and we have heard it 
all before. In 1994 Prime Minister K P Bhattarai promised 
to wash the streets of Kathmandu with Melamchi water, 
22 years later we are still waiting for the project to be 
completed. In 2008, the elected Maoist government led by 
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Q.  Will the government be able to end load shedding 
in two  years as promised? 

Weekly Internet Poll  #810

Weekly Internet Poll  #811
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q.  Is unification of Maoist parties good for Nepal?

TREAD CAREFULLY
I liked Kanak Mani Dixit’s advice to send 
a special envoy of unquestioned stature 
to India ('Tread carefully', Kanak Mani 
Dixit, #809). But is there such a person 
among us, particularly after the Indian 
blockade that poisoned relations between 
Kathmandu and New Delhi?  It was 
highly undiplomatic on the part of Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to send his 
special envoy to Kathmandu to dissuade 
Nepali leaders from promulgating the 
constitution. But Nepali leaders are not 
smart, either. Lawmaker Narayanman 
Bijukchhe has publicly claimed that 
22,000 Nepalis, including politicians and 
bureaucrats, are in the payroll of the 
Indian government. Is it not a matter for 
the government to investigate? 

Bal Bahadur Tamang

Why is there so much fuss about 
Nepal-India relations? Our relations have 
certainly suffered some hiccups, but this 
is temporary, and it will be normal once 
again in the days to come. What Nepal 
needs to do is to improve its governance, 
and economy. If it cannot be done by one 
person, we must develop a system for 
collective leadership. 

Anonymous 

RECOGNITION AND RESPECT
It is not right to criticise the government 
for failing to address Madhesi demands 
(“Recognition and respect”, Navin Jha, 
#809) when Madhesi parties themselves 
are not serious about a breakthrough? 
They have refused to participate in talks 
with the government. They did not even 
attend an all-party meeting organised by 
Prime Minister KP Oli. It shows they are 
not serious about ending the present 
political crisis through talks. If they shy 
away from talks, how can a consensus 
be forged between the ruling and the 
agitating forces? 

Dinesh Nepali

WAGES OF SIN
The editorial reminds the NC of the 
Hungarian proverb: 'If you are among 
crooks and remain silent, then you too 
are a crook' (“Wages of sin, Editorial, 
#809). Are you implying that the NC 
is not one of the crooks that Nepal is 
cursed to be ruled by? I grew up in the 
Panchyat era, and there were political 
crooks even that time. But after the 
advent of democracy, the situation went 
from bad to worse. The supreme leader 
of this gang of new crooks was the NC 
boss Girija Prasad Koirala himself. So 

it is absolutely ridiculous to insinuate 
that the NC is different from UML or 
Maoists. 

BNS

THE PAVILIONS 
Agreed, there should be other 
hotels like The Pavilions (' Tourism 
for the people, by the people', 
#809). But such businesses require 
huge investments and unless the 
government provides needed 
incentives like subsidies no one is 
going to adopt this model.

Narayani Shrestha

POWER STRUGGLE
We laugh at our leaders when they promise to end power cuts not because we are unaware 

of Nepal’s energy potential, but because we are aware of their ineptitude

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Tourism for the people, by the 
people by Kunda Dixit 
(1,923 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
Wages of sin, Editorial 
(49 retweets, 85 favourites) 

Most commented  
Buddha's birthplace on his 
birthday by Seulki Lee

Most shared on Facebook
Tourism for the people, by the people 
by Kunda Dixit  (23 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Tourism for the people, by the people by Kunda Dixit 
Unique eco-green hotel in Pokhara is a global model for self-sustainability. 

(6,137 people reached)

Total votes: 201

As our Energy Now special coverage in this issue (pages 
4-5, 14-15) shows, the statistics are a stark reminder of 
governance failure. Nepal’s electricity demand is 1,300 MW, 
we generate less than half that. There is suppressed demand, 
so if there was enough power people would start using more 
electrical appliances and demand would quickly surpass 
10,000 MW in the next ten years.

When we laugh at our Prime Minister when he promises 
to end power cuts within one year, it is not because we 
are unaware of our potential, but because we are aware of 
the fecklessness of our political leadership. As a result of 
this failure, Nepal’s import of petroleum from India has 
quadrupled in the last two decades – from 550,000 KL in 
1995 to 1.8 million KL in 2015. Our petroleum import bill 

has soared six fold in the last 
10 years: from Rs 20 billion in 
2005 to Rs 125 billion in 2015.

Generating more electricity 
to be self-sufficient in energy, 
and then exporting peak power 
to northern India at premium-
price to redress our balance of 
payments should have been 
Nepal’s national strategy. The 
Indian Blockade should have 
been a wakeup call, but it 
looks like our leaders are still 
pretending to sleep.

Solar and wind energy can 
be stopgaps to cover shortfalls 
till new hydro projects come 
on line. Their advantage is low 
cost and quick installation. 
Luckily, hydro, wind and solar 
are all renewables: together 
they will help us have an 
ecologically, economically and 
politically sustainable energy 
solution.

KUNDA DIXIT
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Pushpa Kamal Dahal said Nepal would generate 
10,000 MW within ten years. A decade has 
nearly passed and we have added barely 40 MW 
capacity to the national grid. 

In 2009, Prime Minister Madhav Kumar 
Nepal laid out an even more ambitious plan: 
generating 25,000 MW in 20 years. But because 
it came from a man who once said we could 
export power to China via microwave radiation, 
he was mocked.

The trouble is that Nepal’s leaders have 
always been talkers, not doers. Their targets are set so far into 
the future, beyond their political lifespans, that they don’t 
really have to think about implementing them. Dahal laid 
out a 10-year strategy, but resigned after just nine months 
in power in 2009. Nepal also stepped down within 10 
months of promising mega power.

Successive governments have declared energy 
emergencies four times in the last decade. The latest 
was by the Oli administration in February this year after 
the Indian Blockade. The purpose was to streamline 
ministries, end red tape and expedite projects, but none of 
that happened even though it was a real emergency.  
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GUEST COLUMN
Sujit Acharya

Customer Interest rate Term System size Upfront payment Collateral
type     required

Commercial 50% discount on 
 interest rate  (~4.5%) Up to 5 years >1.5 kW 30% Required for  
      loans above 10 lakh

Residential 75% discount on 
 interest rate (~2.25%) Up to 5 years >0.5 kW 30% None
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27°
17°

FRIDAY SATURDAY
25°
16°

SUNDAY
26°
16°

Now that we have entered the pre-monsoon period, expect 
frequent showers often accompanied by thunder and 
lightning. Some of this is the eff ect of Typhoon Ruan that 
battered Bangladesh and moved on to southern China. 
But the westerlies are still in command, and as long as that 
happens the monsoon will be kept away. Simulations have 
shown that this year’s monsoon precipitation will be healthy, 
and one reason could be the record high temperatures in 
northern India. We will experience afternoon buildup and 
storms over the weekend in Kathmandu Valley.  

KATHMANDUKATHMANDU

AYESHA SHAKYA 
IN NEW YORK
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MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS
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