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When considering the hierarchy 
of causes for Nepal’s ingrained 
instability and persistent 

failure of  governance,  there is  a 
persuasive argument that it is the result of 
systematically-entrenched and culturally-
sanctioned patriarchy. Mapping district-
wise figures for malnutrition, poverty 
and infant mortality rates against data on 
female literacy offers a direct correlation 
between gender and societal wellbeing.

Nepal’s worst-performing and poorest 
districts are in the east-central Tarai and 
mid-western mountains, where the rate 
of female enrolment in school is lowest, 
the caste system is most deep-rooted, and 
social justice remains just a hope.

The national average rates for fertility, 
and infant and maternal mortality have shown dramatic 
reductions over the past 15 years, and this is inversely 
proportional to the increase in female literacy in that period. 
Although the dropout rate for girls is still worrisome, it is 
clear that educated girls marry later and have fewer children, 
leading to overall enhancement of the quality of life of their 
families. 

For every rupee Nepal spends on development, the best 
return on investment is if it goes to increasing the enrolment 
of girl children and upgrading the quality of instruction in 
schools. We know what works, we just have to go ahead and 
do it without delay. 

Most conservative families inculcate patriarchal values 
in children, so it is up to the schools to counter this with 
a gender-sensitive curriculum where it is not just the girl 
students who learn about their rights, but the boys are also 
instilled with a sense of responsibility to engender social 
change.

We have a very long way to go, and mostly uphill. Even 
today, only 13 per cent of the members of the Federation of 
Nepalese Journalists are women. And although media is now 
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Q.  Will the new government be able to implement the 
Constitution?

Weekly Internet Poll  #817

Weekly Internet Poll  #818
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q.  Do you agree with Dr Govinda KC's demand to 
impeach the CIAA chief Lokman Singh Karki? 

EDITORIAL 
A new man or woman has to be Nepal's 
new PM, and he or she should be neither 
Dahal nor Deuba ('Electing to govern', 
Editorial, #816). We must reject those who 
have already squandered their chance to 
turn things around in Nepal. 

Hem Lama

IDENTITY POLITICS 
Identity politics has never benefi ted 
anyone ('Identifying with identity', Mukesh 
Jha, #816). The issue that Nepal needs 
to deal with urgently is not about ethnic 
identity, but the rights and interests of 
marginalised communities. It is about how 
to safeguard their rights and interests 
in the best possible way. We cannot 
mingle ethnic identity with the rights of the 
marginalised. 

Ketan

This article reads like a bad college 
essay that pretends to sound serious 
but lacks substance, just like the original 
article by Bineeta Gurung, which it rebuts. 

Nripan

Do you really fi nd structural 
discrimination in the system? Do you 
think education and merit do not count 

for anything? Can I demand a 
government job without the stamp of 
a university?

Utsuk Shrestha 

Nepal is a racist state, and preys 
on its weaker citizens like women, 
Dalits, Janajatis and Madhesis. 
So we are stuck in a rut; we live in 
poverty and fear. The current political 
leadership is incapable of addressing 
this issue. The new generation 
will have to fi ght racism, which is 
entrenched in Nepal's political system. 

Narayan Thapa

INSULT TO EX-PRESIDENT 
Ex-President Ram Baran Yadav is 
now paying the price for heeding the 
voice of his conscience (‘Insulting an 
ex-President’, Rameshwar Bohara, 
#816). I do not think he committed 
a sin by advising political parties 
to put the promulgation of the new 
Constitution on hold for a few weeks. 
Had the parties listened to him, 
Madhesi parties would probably have 
supported the Charter. It is nothing 
but arrogance on the part of the 
parties.

Rakesh Jha 

AUTUMN  OF  THE  PATRIARCHY
Social justice, development and peace require Nepali women to be on equal terms with Nepali men in all fields.

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Night and Day by Upasana Khadka 
(1,870 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
Night and Day by Upasana Khadka 
(53 retweets, 91 likes)

Most commented  
Identifying with Identity by 
Mukesh Jha
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Night and Day by Upasana Khadka

Most reached on Facebook
Night and Day by Upasana Khadka (15,761 people reached) Total votes: 357

woman Speaker of Parliament and 
Chief Justice (pictured, left). 

However, despite now having 
a smattering of women in high 
places and a numerical increase 
in their representation in the 
political sphere, we have yet to 
see a commensurate increase in 
their participation in governance. 
A recent BBC Media Action survey 
of gender and governance showed 
that while 72 per cent of men 
in a nationwide sample actively 
participated in politics, only 48 per 
cent of women have the opportunity 
to do so. The researchers  listed 
some reasons: cultural, social and 
religious barriers, poor education, 

and entrenched exclusion of women. It is not just women 
who are ostracised, even the Ministry of Women, Children 
and Social Welfare had its allocation slashed from 
0.29 per cent of the budget last year to 0.22 per cent — 
a telling indication of the lack of priority given by the 
overwhelmingly male powers that be. 

A massive out-migration of men for work abroad has 
depopulated Nepal of young males. By default, most local 
decision-making mechanisms are now in the hands of 
women, hence they need to be included in the political 
structure whenever village and district elections take 
place. 

Now that Bandana Rana has become the first Nepali to 
be elected a member of the Committee on the Elimination 
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in New 
York, our predominantly male rulers may want to remind 
themselves that it is not sufficient to merely guarantee 
equal treatment in the law. Women must be given an equal 
start and empowered for maximum participation. 

Social justice, development and peace require Nepali 
women to be on equal terms with Nepali men in all fields. 

UPASANA KHADKA

more responsive to gender issues, the entertainment media 
perpetuates the objectification and stereotyping of women. 
Female literacy has empowered young women, but men 
remain steeped in a closed culture of male dominance. 

Nepal’s new constitution, despite some glaring lapses 
on citizenship and inclusion, is far more progressive than 
previous ones when it comes to reservation and quotas for 
women at all levels of political decision-making. This is 
largely the result of active lobbying by the women’s caucus 
in the Constituent Assembly, which allowed women across 
party lines to join hands to push the provisions through. 
The caucus has a history of progressive lawmaking — 
during the constitutional monarchy period before 2006, 
women parliamentarians had successfully amended the 
royal succession rules to allow a daughter to become 
queen.

This week, Parliament ratified the appointment of 
Nepal’s first-ever woman Chief Justice, which is all the more 
notable because she was not a token female candidate, but 
one known for wise, courageous and impartial judgements 
during her career. Nepal has a female President, and a 

Claire Cozens @clairecoz
Nice @kundadixit piece on a beautiful 
Nepali tradition. The quake destroyed its 
temple, but the rain god survived

Nepali Times @nepalitimes 
Patan’s ancient chariot festival binds citizens with 
their rulers, and the cosmos. http://bit.ly/29TmvkZ

Manorama @Manoramaaa
Such a rare and precious moment! A 
moment of pride for all girls and women 
in Nepal

Nepali Times @nepalitimes 
President Bidya Bhandari administers oath of offi ce 
and secrecy to newly appointed Chief Justice 
Sushila Karki. 
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ONE  TO  MANY
Bidushi Dhungel



OM ASTHA RAI
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GUEST COLUMN
Sangita Thebe Limbu



A heavy monsoon pulse is headed our way towards 
Central Nepal and will bring copious amount of rain. 
This is much needed because the precipitation rate for 
Kathmandu in July has been below normal. However, 
the bad news is that much of the rain over the weekend 
will fall in heavy showers, even cloud bursts, which 
may lead to landslides and fl ash fl oods. People living in 
earthquake- aff ected areas need to be extra careful since 
the slopes are still unstable.

KATHMANDUKATHMANDU

AYESHA SHAKYA 
in NEW YORK
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BINITA DAHAL 
in KHAPTAD
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Watch video
nepalitimes.com

SAMRIDDHI RAI
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 Trailer 

nepalitimes.com

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS
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BIBHAV ACHARYA 
and SONIYA HIRACHAN
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SHREEJANA SHRESTHA

SMRITI BASNET
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