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A day after Nepal’s new Constitution had been 
promulgated last year, Maoist Chair Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal thundered at a mass meeting in Tundikhel: 

“India wants me to be a yes-man, but I refuse to be one.”
The saga of Comrade Prachanda’s rocky relations with 

New Delhi goes back to the war years. In 2008 when his 
party had a landslide win in elections, the Indians could not 
hide their shock. A guerrilla supremo had gone on to become 
an elected Prime Pinister, and emboldened by his mandate 
he went on to try to sack Army Chief Rookmangud Katawal. 
Although President Ram Baran Yadav reinstated Katawal, 
many saw India’s hand behind the move. Dahal resigned, and 
spent the next few years licking his wounds and muttering 
darkly about India.

He often referred to New Delhi as ‘The Master’, and UML 
leader Madhav Nepal, who succeeded him, as its ‘Servant’. 
He even hinted that the Indians were out to terminate him. 
Then he tried to unseat Prime Minister Nepal by amassing 
hundreds of thousands of cadre on the streets of Kathmandu 
to ignite an urban uprising. When that protest fizzled out in 
six days, the Maoists cadre were utterly demoralised and 
disenchanted with the leadership.

Dahal was once more seen as a miserable failure, having 
damaged his party’s morale and organisational strength 
beyond repair. The consequences were serious: the Maoist 
party ultimately fragmented into at least six pieces, the 
Constitution-drafting process was delayed, and by the time 
the 2013 elections came around the Maoists were only the 
third-largest in Parliament.

Between 2009 and 2013, Dahal made efforts to regain 
New Delhi’s trust by promising to not repeat his mistakes. 
But New Delhi remained suspicious. Last year, when 
New Delhi ‘advised’ Kathmandu to postpone the 
promulgation of the Constitution, Dahal found another 
opportunity to get even. He revealed how Indian Foreign 
Secretary S Jaishankar had tried to arm-twist him and other 
leaders to postpone the promulgation of the constitution.

The Nepali Congress, the UML and the Maoists pushed 
the Constitution through, which New Delhi tersely just ‘took 
note of’. Dahal milked this for all the nationalist advantage 
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Q.  Will the new government be better than the KP Oli 
government?
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Q.  Should PM KP Oli cling on to power after the 
withdrawal of support by his major coalition partner?

BAN ON SURROGACY
Banning is easy, managing is not 
(‘Embryos on the move’, Shreejana 
Shrestha, #818). We tend to ban 
anything that appears harmful, though 
it might not be. We banned Nepali 
women’s entry into the Gulf without 
lobbying for their safety. We banned 
entry of Nepali guards into war-
affected countries without realising the 
consequences that it might have on 
them. We have now banned surrogacy 
without assessing its pros and cons.

S Rijal 

Nepal should reconsider the ban 
on surrogacy. As a fantastic country 
with a fantastic people, Nepal could 
have profi ted enormously from being 
the world’s surrogacy hub, attracting 
thousands of foreign parents spending 
their money in Kathmandu, not to 
mention the humanitarian sympathy 
and fortunate reputation thereof by 
blessing so many hopeful intended 
parents, without discriminating on 
the basis of gender and orientation. 
Please think twice about the possible 
benefi ts you are currently missing out 
on. Much love from Europe.

Artisjokk

CULTURE OF SILENCE 
When those who matter remain silent even 
when the country needs them to speak up, 
democracy is under threat (‘A culture of 
silence’, #818). Legislator Gagan Thapa 
had to struggle to fi nd even two supporters 
to register a motion of urgent public 
importance to debate the demands raised 
by Govinda KC. Civil society leaders were 
a failure, neither approving nor rejecting 
KC’s demands. Speaking against KC’s 
grievances was something, but remaining 
silent endlessly is dangerous. 

Sarita Pradhan

GOVERNMENT CHANGE 
Oli paid the price for playing divisive 
politics (‘PM Oli resigns’, eSpecial, 24 
July). A PM referring to its own citizens 
from Madhes as foreigners is not what we 
want. I hope Nepal has seen the worst in 
the last 9 months, and now will only move 
upwards.

Alex

SECOND COMING
Pushpa Kamal Dahal will have to outperform KP Oli in all departments if he wants to resurrect his country and party. 

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Embryos on the move by 
Shreejana Shrestha 

Most popular on Twitter 
#solidaritymarch by Bikram Rai 

Most commented  
Counting proverbial chickens 
before they hatch by The Ass

Most shared on Facebook
Uprooted lives by Smriti Basnet

Most reached on Facebook
Embryos on the move by Shreejana Shrestha 
Foreign parents take their embryos to Cambodia or elsewhere after Nepal 

banned surrogacy last year
Total votes: 87

Congress, a move behind which most commentators in New 
Delhi and Kathmandu see an Indian hand — whether or not 
it is the full truth. Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur 
Deuba apparently played a crucial role in convincing top 
Indian leaders that dangling the PM’s post in front of Dahal 
was the only way to oust Oli.

Although Dahal is more acceptable than Oli, many in 
New Delhi still do not trust Dahal completely, because of 

his reputation for being fickle with his loyalties. Those 
with long-term memories have still not forgotten or 

forgiven Dahal for visiting Beijing before 
New Delhi when he was Prime Minister in 

2008 — a cardinal sin in the eyes of Indian 
officialdom.

This week, Indian newspapers celebrated 
Oli’s removal and gloated over what they saw as a ‘victory’ for 
Indian diplomacy, little realising that by doing this they made 
Oli an even bigger nationalist hero in Nepal. True, Nepali 
politicians are in the habit of using India to get to power, and 
then blame India when they lose it. Indian officials do not 
do much to dispel this notion. Nepali political middlemen 
often boast about their Indian connections. It is time bilateral 
relations shed this undignified and mutually harmful way of 
conducting diplomacy.

Oli always had the gift of the gab, and as Prime Minister 
entertained us all with witty repartees and wild promises. 
But he did precious little to alleviate the plight of earthquake 
survivors and the whole country as it reeled under the 
aftershocks of the blockade. 

In his valedictory speech to Parliament on Sunday, 
he cited the trade and transit pact with China as 

“historic”: a treaty, if implemented by future 
governments, could reduce Nepal’s dependence 

on India, and thereby New Delhi’s political 
leverage in Kathmandu.

As the new Prime Minister, Dahal will have to outperform 
Oli in all departments if he wants to resurrect his country 
and party. And he will have to find solutions to Nepal’s 
economic and development crises within the country, not 
look for outsiders to blame.  

SHREEJANA SHRESTHA 

he could get, an exercise in which he faced stiff competition 
from Prime Minister KP Oli. For the Indians, Oli was just a 
bit too cosy with China.

But nine months later, Dahal and New Delhi seem to 
have patched up partially. Dahal abandoned his partnership 
with Oli and the UML to switch his allegiance to the Nepali 

Anup Kaphle @AnupKaphle
Great piece — and one of his biggest tests 
will be whether he will work to implement 
agreements Oli made w/ China.

Nepali Times @nepalitimes
As prime minister, Pushpa Kamal Dahal may have 
to prove that he is not Delhi’s yes-man http://bit.
ly/2aFrLcf 

Akhilesh Upadhyay @akhileshU
Beautiful piece, a very personal obituary 
by editor @kundadixit on the one and only 
Dubby Bhagat. 
RIP dear Dubby

Nepali Times @nepalitimes 
In memoriam: Dubby Bhagat, 73
http://bit.ly/29ZMd6H 
@kundadixit

CORRECTION
Due to an editing error, only the 
photograph on the left was of Anjana 
Pun ('Lives cut short', #818). We 
apologise for the oversight.
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FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Just when you thought you had seen enough rain, 
guess what – there is more on the way. The average 
precipitation for July in Kathmandu is 370 mm, but even 
in the fi rst three weeks of this month it had already 
exceeded 420 mm. It is the same story across eastern and 
central Nepal, where all rivers are fl owing over the danger 
mark. Expect overcast skies, passing showers during the 
day and sustained rainfall at night. However, the rain will 
not be as intense as what we saw this week. 

KATHMANDUKATHMANDU

KUNDA DIXIT
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GETAWAY
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MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS
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The Ass
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