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In dictatorships, it is the standard operating procedure 
to detain civil society activists and dissidents. But it is 
when a nominally democratic state that is supposed to 

be governed by its professed core values starts incarcerating 
journalists and trying to muzzle the media, that the situation 
turns ominous. 

Recent events prove that you do not need a dictator to roll 
back democracy and try to exert control over the free press. 
Parallel power centres can easily commandeer the system, 
and we are threatened by the rise of elected demagogues. 

Nepal’s political transition is in a prolonged interregnum 
between two constitutions, and it is in this adjustment period 
that there is the danger of a return to authoritarianism.

In its recent history, Nepal has been through various 
forms of totalitarian rule: a century of the feudal Rana 
regime, 30 years of an absolute Panchayat monarchy, and 
the authoritarian streak of King Gyanendra who staged a 
military coup in 2005. In between, we have seen two pro-
democracy uprisings, only to witness the hard-won freedoms 
frittered away by power-greedy politicians. 

When the initial exhilaration of democracy has 
evaporated, cynicism replaces hope, and the people lose their 
trust and faith in the public officials they elected to power. 
That is when there is a creeping nostalgia for strongman 
rule. In Nepal, we see this mindset manifested in support 
for an executive presidency in the new constitution, and the 
public’s admiration for centralised control as in China, or 
for leaders like Lee Kuan Yew to steer the country towards 
prosperity.

But we have tried dictatorships before, and ended up 
wrestling against them because they were unrepresentative 
and turned out not to be an effective form of governance. 
They centralised corruption, reduced participation and 
oppressed the people, giving them no say in how they 
wanted to be ruled. We hoped for benevolent dictators, but 
ended up with malevolent ones.

Whenever democracy is in disarray, there is a hankering 
for strongman rule. And as we saw in the Indian Emergency, 
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Q.  How would you describe the new Prime Minister 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal?

THE BAGMATI
It is sad to see many public places in 
Kathmandu in a tragic condition (‘A 
close encounter with the Bagmati’, Alok 
Tuladhar, #820). The city lacks every basic 
need we can think of. People are waiting 
for a miracle, hoping that the government 
will do something. But the government is 
just busy having a makeover every nine 
months, like electing a new PM. Yet there 
is patience among those who live there.

Gyurme Dondup

Yes, the people of Kathmandu have 
not lost their patience so far, even though 
the government remains indifferent to their 
plight. But patience is not a virtue in this 
context. It is very sad that they are turning 
a deaf ear and a blind eye to this grave 
situation. They need to wake up.

Manjima Sharma

Some of the rituals we perform also 
contribute to pollution of the rivers (‘When 
it comes to water’, Sahina Shrestha, 
#820). Materials used in the pujas have 
changed in the last few decades. We 
no longer use degradable materials like 
leaves, but use plastics instead. This is not 
a wise idea. We should defi nitely preserve 
our culture, but we should also be careful 

about how that affects our environment.
Alisha Shakya

The use of non-biodegradable 
materials like plastics in the pujas 
amazed me at Pashupatinath. Even as a 
Muslim I was saddened.

Syed A Husaini

STORE DRUGS
Pharmacies have always been selling 
medicines without prescriptions, and 
people have been abusing this (‘Store 
drugs lead addicts to street drugs’, 
Shreejana Shrestha, #820). The 
monitoring is lax and happens only once 
in a blue moon.

Ananta

AWESOME AGAIN
Even if the new PM Dahal genuinely tries 
to improve the condition of Nepalis, he 
will not be able to do much (‘Awesome 
again’, Kunda Dixit, #820). What can 
he do in merely nine months? I do not 
think there is suffi cient time for him 
to do anything except amass more 
property. We have become a victim of 
parliamentary democracy. It is time for us 
to go for an executive PM.

Biswas Pradhan

ORDER!  ORDER!
The problem is not the democratic system, but the people who abuse it.
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and despicable views. Populist politicians use this to stoke 
xenophobic fears about migration, crime, and terrorism, and 
the mass media can be manipulated to whip up the electorate. 
Democracy thus ends up bringing to power demagogues 
who capitalise on nationalism, bigotry and identity politics, 
especially during times of turmoil. 

Jochen Bittner of the German newspaper Die Zeit calls this 
global anti-democratic wave ‘Orderism’ — it is based on fear 
and offers stability over freedom, and could also be called 
‘Putinism’. Bittner compares Orderism to the promises of 
utopia under Communism, and says ‘it is merely a fig leaf for 
tyranny’. The enemy is liberal democracy, and in this Putin, 
Trump, Duterte, and others have a mutual admiration society. 

In Nepal, the yearning for strongman rule stems from 25 
years of political instability, reckless and unaccountable 
leadership, and democratic decay. There is a romantic notion 
that the Malaysian model of limited democracy would 
usher in economic growth, but it is all too easy to forget that 
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak is today facing 
a US Department of Justice investigation into one of history’s 
biggest corruption scandals. 

Absolute power corrupts absolutely, and we see a glaring 
example of that in Nepal today. Our own anti-corruption 
watchdog is now more powerful and dominant than the 
elected government of the day. It is fashionable to say in hoity-
toity circles in Kathmandu that Nepalis are too immature, 
ignorant and poor to deserve democracy. That perception is 
natural, because the status quo benefits the privileged few, 
and genuine democracy would shake things up. The problem 
is not the system, it is the people who abuse it for personal 
enrichment and power. Corrupt party apparatchiks, political 
brokers, and patronage are the real reasons for the state we are 
(still) in. 

The answer is to keep strengthening the pillars of 
democracy, and fortifying the institutions that pose a critical 
check and balance to a failed Executive and illegitimate 
centres of power: civil society, mass media, the Judiciary and 
the Legislature. 

DIW
AKAR CHETTRI

GOPEN RAI

a strongman need not be a man at all. Indira Gandhi’s 
experiment with autocracy may not have lasted long because 
the roots of democracy and press freedom in India went too 
deep, but there are still intellectual adherents to Indira’s 
‘disciplinism’. 

And across the world today, we see a similar ideological 
tilt towards authoritarianism even in apparently open 
societies. The rise of the racist right in Europe, the terrifying 
prospect of Donald Trump being elected to the White House, 
the self-confessed head of a death squad being chosen as 
president of the Philippines, the UK Independent Party’s 
vision of an independent UK during the Brexit vote, and in 
our own neighbourhood an increasingly intolerant ruling 
party that resorts to religious revivalism as the mantra of 
power.

Western democracies have a design defect: they permit 
the untrammelled freedom to express even the most extreme 

manjeet mishra@manjeetmishra82
really sir?unfortunately u were part of the 
same govt that supports such crooks and 
businessmen.

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
“Now I know Nepal is run by a cartel of crooks and 
businessmen.” 
-Chitra Bahadur KC
 http://bit.ly/2aXXR2s

Sweta Gyanu Baniya@Sunkesharee  
When will our sky travel be safe?

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
A Fishtail Air helicopter crashed in Nuwakot district 
on Monday, killing all six on board. http://bit.
ly/2aOfbXd
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RABI RAJKARNIKAR

Rabi Rajkarnikar is a 
MEMOSIAN (Master Exécutif 
en Management des 
Organisations Sportives).  
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Having myself missed this 
year’s The Jungle Book 
on the big screen, I will 

immediately underline that this 
is not a film to watch on a plane, 
or on your computer. The newest 
Walt Disney production is a live 
action film augmented with 

glorious computer-generated 
images, creating a stunning, if 
somewhat overly Disney-fied 
jungle world that pulls the viewer 
in, leaving us rapt in the wonders 
that have captivated children 
and adults alike since Rudyard 
Kipling’s stories of the Indian 
jungle were first animated in 1967 
— also, of course, by Disney. 

I have oft-bemoaned the 
lack of original source material 

that has necessitated the recent 
slew of remakes and spin-offs 
in mainstream cinema; in light 
of these intellectual property 
constraints, The Jungle Book’s 
new iteration has done incredibly 
well for its investors, grossing 
an astonishing $941 million (to 
date) to its already very high $175 
million budget — an indicator that 
will undoubtedly have most studio 
executives casting around wildly 
in their archives for the next big 
remake. 

While the visuals are exquisite, 
Jon Favreau’s The Jungle Book hews 
just a bit too closely to its charming 
predecessor, but without the same 
amount of verve. Adaptations 
and remakes of old classics are 
tricky, most can never shake off 
the shadow of the original, with 
film-makers hesitating to change 
that which worked so well the 
first time. Unfortunately, erring 
on the side of caution also results 

 Trailer 

nepalitimes.com

BIKRAM RAI

DRUM ROLL: Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal and Nepali Congress Leader Ram 
Chandra Paudel try their hand at traditional drums during a program to mark the 
International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples in Kathmandu on Tuesday.

FIRE AND WATER: The Armed Police Force attempts to douse a fi re at poet and lyricist 
Durga Lal Shrestha’s cloth godown in Thamel on Wednesday.

STUDENT ELECTIONS: Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba inaugurates 
the 11th General Convention of Nepal Students’ Union, the party’s student wing, in 
Kathmandu on Sunday.

BOLD NEW RIDE: Syakar Trading’s Saurabh Jyoti unveils the new Honda BR-V in 
Kathmandu on Tuesday.

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

BIKRAM RAI

BIKRAM RAI

THE  JUNGLE  BOOK

GOPEN RAI

in boring, predictable repetition 
that is anathema to the pickier 
viewer, and I will warn those 
with lower thresholds that you 
will find yourself feeling slightly 
irritable every time this overly 
cutsie Mowgli (played by Neel 
Sethi) gleefully crows and preens 
over the long-suffering Bagheera 
(voiced wonderfully by the 
immensely versatile, always great 
Ben Kingsley).

While the new The Jungle Book 
is far from being a total loss, it is 
a shame that a film with so much 
talent could not have at least 
equalled its predecessor. With 
Bill Murray voicing Baloo, Scarlett 
Johansson as Kaa, Christopher 
Walken as King Louie, Lupita 
Nyong’o as Raksha (Mowgli’s wolf 
mother), and Idris Elba as Shere 
Khan, the film has moments of 
transcendent beauty, hilarity, and 
a sense of wonder. It manages 
to portray the real tenderness 
between human and animal that 
made The Jungle Book so special 
in the first place. Unfortunately 
there is always an awareness that 
something is missing, something 
new. 

Perhaps the better way to 
introduce your children to this 
classic is to go back first to 
Kipling’s volume of short stories, 
which include treasures such as 
Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, and only then 
turn towards this remake, after 
having introduced the older 
animated version which, at least in 
my mind, is so much sweeter than 
this new shiny, expensive, slightly 
empty beast.

CHOPPER CRASH: Bodies of victims of the Nuwakot helicopter crash arrive at Tribhuvan 
International Airport on Monday. Seven persons including a newborn baby were killed in 
the mishap.

KESHAB THOKER
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