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Floods and earthquakes cannot strictly be 
called ‘natural calamities’, because what 
actually ruins lives are ill-planned attempts 

to channel rivers, and poorly constructed houses. 
Similarly, tragedies like the bus plunge on 15 
August in Kavre that killed 27 people cannot be 
termed an ‘accident’ — like other crashes, it was a 
direct result of political patronage of bus companies 
by the four-party syndicate that has been running 
this country.

This cartelling of carnage is not restricted to 
highways. Hospitals and the medical education 
sector are in the iron grip of politicians profiteering 
from the trade in human health. One of the reasons 
Govinda KC is still on the streets and threatening to 
go on his ninth hunger strike is that even his voice 
— and that of thousands who have protested in 
support of the cause he champions —  has not been 
heard by the politicians backing the medical mafia.

Six bus passengers die every day on Nepal’s 
highways, many of these have become so routine 
they are not even reported anymore. More people have died 
in highway disasters in the past ten years than were killed 
in the decade-long war — 9,000 have lost their lives since 
2011 alone.

After every vehicle crash like this, police come up with 
possible causes: in this case it was because there were 90 
people crammed into the Kavre bus which was also carrying 
sacks of rice, and it stalled on a steep and slippery dirt road. 
But such technical reasons mask the underlying political 
source of the tragedies that maim and kill Nepalis every 
day. Contractors bribe officials to build substandard roads, 
obsolete and badly-maintained buses are allowed to carry 
double their capacity, drivers are often inexperienced or 
have fake licences — and all this is made possible because 
bus syndicates enjoy generous political protection.

It has been 20 years since the last local elections, leading 
to a lack of accountability at the VDC, DDC and municipality 
levels. Unelected bureaucrats work with politically 
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Q. Do you agree with the use of cement in the 
reconstruction of earthquake-damaged heritage sites 
like Rani Pokhari?
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Q. Do you agree with the government's decision to give 
Rs 1 million each to the families of the 52 persons killed 
during the Madhes unrest?

POLITICALLY CORRECT
What is political correctness ('Politically 
correct', Editorial, #822)? Is it to deny 
justice to Ganga Maya Adhikari, and let 
her die while on a hunger strike? Is it 
to give politicians a licence to loot and 
murder people? Or is it to allow them to 
become Prime Minister over and again, 
and ruin the country?  

Rahsid Alam

Six decades after the fi rst democratic 
movement, our political parties have yet 
to develop fully as democratic institutions. 
But the irony is that these ill-managed 
parties want to manage the country. 

KK Sharma

THE MADHES MESSAGE
If we fail to resolve the Madhes issue, 
we will fall into a never-ending cycle of 
violence and a political quagmire ('The 
Madhes message', Chandra Kishor, 
#822). Kashmir in India is a good example 
of how things can go from bad to worse 
if political grievances are not addressed 
on time. 

Suman

Why not scrap the proposed seven 
federal states? These provinces are not 

economically viable. We need to redraw 
federal boundaries keeping in mind 
the country's development. The author 
argues that Madhesis are fi ghting to 
be treated like Nepalis. But how can 
a constitution make them feel Nepali 
when they are asserting their ethnic 
and regional identity? 

Binod

THE ASS
The author has not correctly used the 
idiom 'let the potato chips fall where 
they may' ('Journalism Exam Paper 
Leaked', the Ass, #822). But it did make 
me smile. It is an old phrase used from 
the 1800s referring to a woodcutter's 
task of cutting down a tree and not 
worrying about where the small wood 
chips land as the tree is felled.

Terri Duffy

FANCY FOOTWORK
Diplomacy is more about perception 
than about facts ('Fancy footwork', 
Om Astha Rai, #822). The perception 
in Nepal is that Beijing wants political 
stability in Kathmandu, but New Delhi 
does not. It must be a sign of worries 
for India. 

Bikash Lamsal

CARTELLING  OF  CARNAGE
The bloodbath on Nepal’s highways is a direct result of Kathmandu’s syndicated politics 
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companies  have  taken over  the  publ ic 
transportation network, pretending that they 
operate in a competitive, free-market economy. On 
the pretext of regulating them, bus management 
committees nationwide wield so much power that 
even national-level politicians are loathe to rein 
them in. 

The syndicates protect their routes with goons, 
and new operators who want to improve the 
quality of service often have their brand-new buses 
vandalised with complete impunity. Far-western 
Nepal had no buses plying for a week last month 
because of a dispute between syndicates. Transport 
monopolies are so influential they can hold the 
country, and the travelling public, hostage. And 
they are literally getting away with murder.

After the Kavre disaster, newly installed Prime 
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal said this is now 
the last chance to crack down on transportation 
cartels. This will also be his final opportunity to 
show that he cares about at least this aspect of the 

public good, and not about protecting the turf of syndicates 
owned and nurtured by politicians in his coalition.

At an interaction this week on highway safety, former 
Chief Secretary and social reformer Leela Mani Poudyal 
could not have been more direct in blaming an “unspoken 
agreement" between senior ministers in government and 
bus companies. Poudyal said the root of the corruption was 
the Welfare Fund that transportation cartels used to fund 
political parties, pay for goons, and bribe bureaucrats. “From 
what I know, some CDOs get Rs 100,000 a month, the district 
police chief gets up to Rs 80,000, and the money goes right 
down to the individual traffic policeman,” Poudyal said.

It is obvious the rot runs deep, and we must start looking 
at deaths on our highways not as accidents, but as crimes 
in which politicians are culpable. But we do not have the 
luxury of waiting to fix the politics in order to to improve 
road safety. Meanwhile, the bloodbath on Nepal’s highways 
continues. 

GOPEN RAI

connected contractors to build pointless roads that go from 
nowhere to nowhere. Local politicians own excavators 
that gouge out the mountains, scarring farm terraces with 
landslides. Only 17 per cent of Nepal’s highways are black-
topped, and even if tarmacked they lack basic road furniture 
that would ensure safety.

Highway fatalities rank fourth in the cause of death among 
Nepalis, whereas internationally it is considered only the 
tenth most common cause of death. Tracing the ownership 
patterns, emergence of private operators, lack of regulation, 
and inadequate implementation of safety directives, one sees 
a critical and shocking failure of the government to fulfil its 
primary role: to protect its citizens’ lives.

Over the past decades of political change private 

Bishnu Neupane@BishnuBn  
Also there is saying a person who tries to 
please everybody could please nobody!

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
“Dahal is trying to please New Delhi and Beijing, but 
he might end up irritating both.” http://bit.ly/2bBEGxc

Nissim Raj Angdembay@nissimang14
How foolish! Technology is vital if we are 
to preserve future heritage from crumbling 
again. Mato is not strong as concrete.

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
Protest against use of cement in reconstruction of 
Rani Pokhari, a 17th-century heritage site http://
bit.ly/2bg9Ud

MASS MURDER:  Bodies of the Kavre bus crash victims being cremated at 
Pashupati Aryaghat last week. 

PRATAP THAPA/KANTIPUR
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in your lap or palm.
w w w . n e p a l i t i m e s . c o m

NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.

SHREEJANA SHRESTHA



Watch video
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ONE  TO  MANY
Bidushi Dhungel



SMRITI BASNET



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
JAY POUDYAL

in DOLPA



JOY STEPHENS 
in DOLPA



GETAWAY



Watch video
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SAMRIDDHI RAI



 Trailer 

nepalitimes.com

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande
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