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Nepal is going through a dramatic 
demographic shift. The country’s 
fertility rate is approaching replacement 

level — although the momentum of population 
growth will continue for another generation, it 
will stabilise thereafter. 

This demographic transition of low birth 
rate and higher life expectancy is accompanied 
by the biggest population migration in the 
country’s history. The hill districts are 
depopulating at staggering rates, having lost 
between 15 to 25 per cent of their inhabitants 
in the past 10 years as people migrated to 
cities, plains and abroad for work. 

Nearly 20 per cent of Nepal’s population 
is away at any given time, and considering 
that the migrants are mostly young men, this 
could mean that up to half the men in the 20-
35 age group are essentially missing from their 
families, communities and society. 

This brings us to the other ongoing societal 
transformation: the gender shift. Families 
and communities in rural Nepal are being 
run by women. With most men gone, rural 
Nepal has been feminised. The number of female students 
in high schools and colleges is at an all-time high. Women 
are moving into jobs traditionally considered the domain 
of men: driving public transport, and engaging in masonry, 
carpentry and construction, especially in the earthquake-
affected districts. The feminisation of the workforce is subtly 
empowering women, providing them with cash income and 
new confidence, and bolstering their sense of self-worth.

Gender activists are not particularly fond of Tij — the 
annual celebration by daughters, wives and sisters — which 
this year falls on Sunday, 4 September. Their criticism is 
of the practice by women of fasting for the wellbeing and 
longevity of their husbands. It is absurd, particularly in this 
day and age, that women should be culturally required not 
to eat so that their husbands will be well-fed. 

Publisher and Chief Editor: Kunda Dixit 
Associate Editor: Om Astha Rai | Design: Kiran Maharjan 

 Published by Himalmedia Pvt Ltd  |  Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur | GPO Box 7251 Kathmandu 
editors@nepalitimes.com | www.nepalitimes.com | www.himalmedia.com | Tel: 01-5005601-08 Fax: +977-1-5005518   

 Marketing: Arjun Karki, Surendra Sharma  rachanas@himalmedia.com | Advertorials: Ram Krishna Banjara | Subscriptions: Santosh Aryal santosha@himalmedia.com
Printed at Jagadamba Press | 01-5250017-19 | www.jagadambapr.com

YOUR SAY
www.nepalitimes.com

Nepali Times on Facebook
Follow @nepalitimes on Twitter
Follow @nepalitimes on Instagram

Q. Who is responsible for the frequent road accidents 
in Nepal?

Weekly Internet Poll  #824

Weekly Internet Poll  #825
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q. Do you agree with the use of cement in the 
reconstruction of earthquake-damaged heritage sites 
like Rani Pokhari?

CARTELLING OF CARNAGE 
Syndicates are running and ruining the 
country ('Cartelling of carnage', Editorial, 
#823). The cabal of Dahal, Deuba and 
Oli is driving us into oblivion. Madhesi 
'leaders' are making matters worse, 
purportedly touting the cause of 'their' 
people. Everyone is 'fi ghting' for their 
rights, but no one is taking on their 
responsibilities. We rid the country of the 
monarchy, but we have not built the pillars 
required to run a country. It will be a long 
time before we recover from this mess, 
and that is if we are ever lucky enough to 
recover at all. Meanwhile, lawlessness will 
prevail, everyone will fend for themselves 
while our celebrated dollar billionaires will 
become multi-billionaires, the looters and 
plunderers will proliferate, the political 
class will get pudgier and more belligerent, 
and the remaining institutions will further 
decay. And the have-nots will continue to 
languish and hope that times will change 
for the better. It is really that grim, if we 
continue on this path!

P Raj

The mafi a has infi ltrated Nepal's 
polity and bureaucracy ('Highways 
of death', Santa Gaha Magar, #823). 
Where does the buck stop? No one in 

authority appears to want to take a fi rm, 
responsible stance on anything.

Raymond Fuller 

Road accidents have become a 
regular feature in our lives ('Another 
bus plunge', eSpecial, 26 August). 
Accidents can be prevented if we use 
the 3 Es (Engineering, Education and 
Enforcement of Law). First, public 
transport drivers must be compelled to 
drive cautiously without overspeeding. 
A speed limit of 40 km/h must be made 
mandatory, and any breach of this law 
must be punished. Guard rails with 
self-emitting lights must be constructed 
along the edge of the river. The tests 
(theory and practical) for obtaining a 
licence must be thorough and stringent. 
The lives of many people are at stake, 
and the authorities must be very 
serious about it.

Shyam Thapa

FACE TO FACE
Special thoughts and prayers for Chitra 
and other taxi drivers ('No gain, only 
pain', Shreejana Shrestha, #823). They 
must get compensation, and be able to 
live with the dignity they deserve. 

Finnen Morris

PATRIARCHY  IN  THE  HIERARCHY
The Tij fast by Nepali women could also be considered a one-day hunger strike against male dominance in our politics and society. 
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ministerial appointees until after the Nepal 
Students’ Union elections as well as the return 
from New Delhi of Deputy Prime Minister 
Bimalendra Nidhi. Why the selection of 
ministers by Nepal’s largest party should be 
held hostage by the election of 45-year-old 
‘students’, and a visit to India by the prime 
minister’s special envoy, has never been 
satisfactorily explained to the public.

Nevertheless, of the 31 ministers appointed 
in his fourth consecutive expansion of the 
cabinet, only three are women, two of whom 
are junior state ministers. Clause 42-1 of the 
new Constitution expressly stipulates  that 
women and other marginalised groups be 
given proportional representation in all 
agencies of government. When it sent its list 
of 13 ministers, the NC could muster only one 
woman.  

In terms of inclusivity, the ratios are not 
much better for Dalits, Janajatis, or Madhesis 
either. For example, there are only two Dalit 
ministers, and three from Janajati groups. 
As Bineeta Gurung argues in her column 

in this issue (see page 6), not only is there no ‘substantive 
representation’ in support of gender-based governance, but 
even ‘descriptive representation’ — corresponding to the 
constitutionally-stipulated ratio of 33 per cent of female 
representation in government, is sorely lacking. 

The sad irony is that this is happening under the prime 
ministership of Pushpa Kamal Dahal, who used to be the 
‘Supreme Commander’ of a guerrilla army of which one-
fourth was made up of women warriors, many of whom laid 
down their lives for equality.

The members of the ruling coalition are the same political 
parties that took to the streets to protest King Gyanendra’s 
‘regression’ in 2006. What a cruel joke that real regression is 
happening under the rule of these same so-called democratic 
parties.

JAY POUDYAL 

However, Tij has traditionally also been a celebration of 
sisterhood and solidarity, a one-day rebellion characterised 
by deliberate defiance against male dominance. Could it 
be that some Nepali women today consider the Tij fast as a 
hunger strike against patriarchy? Going by the lyrics of the 
new duets that have been released in the run-up to this year’s 
festival, there is open ridicule of menfolk as lazy, good-for-
nothing spoilt brats (see page 7).  

Add ‘corrupt’, and how aptly that sums up the attributes 
of most men who have the audacity to rule over us. Let’s 
just leave aside for the moment the fact that Prime Minister 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal has already squandered one-and-a-half 
months of his nine-month rotational tenure just to form a 
council of ministers from a coalition of four parties. 

The Nepali Congress could not even agree on a list of 

Mingmar G Sherpa@DrMingmaSherpa  
True! Yet nobody speaks up a word. Nor do 
those responsible have any feelings...

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
The bloodbath on Nepal’s highways is a direct 
result of Kathmandu’s syndicated politics http://bit.
ly/2bmNSr

@ksimkh  
It’s a shame Biplav is destroying sources of 
bread & butter of the very people he claims 
he’s fi ghting for.

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
Driver meets Maoist activists who set fi re to his taxi 
and destroyed his livelihood 
http://bit.ly/2bmJlVK
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ECONOMIC  CLASS
Manish Jha



Humla
+0.009

Mugu
+0.093

Jumla
+0.061

Bajhang
+0.034

Bajura
+0.054

Doti
+0.005

Achham
+0.028

Dailekh
+0.012

Jajarkot
+0.079

Parsa
+0.016

Bara
-0.008

Rautahat
-0.023

Mahottari
-0.019

Saptari
-0.016

Sarlahi
-0.006

Dhanusa
-0.018

Siraha
-0.19
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Sophia Pande
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