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In a horrific preview of the terror to come, 
Maoist rebels chopped off the left hand of 
primary school teacher Narjit Basnet in 

Rukum in February 1996. Nepali Times  tracked 
down Basnet, and found him exactly where he 
has been for the last 20 years: teaching Grade 3 
of Saraswati School in Musikot, still cradling 
his text book in the stub of his arm. (See page 
14-15)

Dekendra Thapa was a well regarded 
journalist in Dailekh working for Radio Nepal. 
When the Maoists stopped the water supply 
to the town in 2004 during a siege, he offered 
to mediate. But he was disappeared. In 2008, 
Dekendra Thapa’s  body was finally located, 
exhumed and forensic examination revealed 
that he had been buried alive after torture. 
(Story on page 14-15)

Krishna Prasad Adhikari was 17 when 
he went to visit his mother’s family just after 
finishing his SLC exam in Gorkha. A group of 
Maoists caught and tortured and killed him by 
stuffing him inside a sack and dragging him 
behind a motorcycle. His parents Nanda Prasad 
and Ganga Maya came to Kathmandu to protest 
when Baburam Bhattarai was prime minister in 2012. Police 
got them certified as ‘mad’  and dumped them in Gorkha. The 
couple returned to start a hunger strike outside Bir Hospital. 
Doctors kept the couple alive through intravenous feeding, 
but Nanda Prasad died last year and his body is still in the 
hospital morgue. Ganga Maya is on the 52nd day of her fast-
unto-death, and her health is deteriorating (pictured, above). 
In the past four years, she has seen five prime ministers come 
and go. None have helped her. The International community 
is complicit with its silence.

Many in Nepal want to forget the trauma of conflict. Some 
families of the victims and the survivors want to carry on 
with their lives even when they see perpetrators rewarded 
with high government office, or walking down village streets 
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Q. Did India ban the import of Nepali ginger due to 
political reasons? 
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Q. Who is responsible for the frequent road accidents 
in Nepal?

WOMEN TRAFFICKING 
Thank you for highlighting the fact that 
the districts that are vulnerable to women 
traffi cking are also the districts with most 
women migrant workers ('Epicentre of 
traffi cking', Om Astha Rai, #824). But 
the author has failed to touch upon the 
issue through the cultural lens. To just 
say that most women migrate from the 
satellite districts of Kathmandu because 
this is from where most women were 
sold into Indian brothels in the past is not 
suffi cient. The author should have looked 
at multiple layers of the issue. 

Kirti Pradhan

Social workers and community 
educators must work directly to 
persuade, educate and convince 
villagers that they need to give the best 
education available to their children 
('Hiding hidden wounds', Shreejana 
Shrestha, #824). And best education 
does not mean an expensive education. 
They must give their children agricultural 
or other occupational skills, and facilitate 
their intellectual, physical and emotional 
growth with play, conversation and 
interaction. Sending them away for 
survival is not good.

Leslie Brown

The fact that Nepal's President, 
Speaker of Parliament and Chief 
Justice are women is in itself a great 
leap forward ('Power to women',  
Bineeta Gurung, #824). But this is 
not suffi cient. Even if our Parliament 
elects a woman as Prime Minister, it 
will not end the deep-rooted patriarchy. 
To change it, and to create an equal 
society, we need to educate girls and 
invest in their holistic growth. It takes 
time, but change is surely underway. 

Radha Poudyal 

Equality should mean equal 
opportunity, not equal equity. It is a 
competitive world out there and one 
cannot be chosen over the other solely 
based on gender. Qualifi cation and 
capability should also come into play.

Sun G

One cannot achieve something 
just because s/he/it wields political 
power handed to them on a platter. 
The one who hands it wields the 
power. If a woman wields power 
through competition rather than for 
being a woman, she can inspire more 
women. 

Mr Poudel

HUNGRY  GHOSTS
With former enemies now in the governing coalition, it is up to civil society and the media to remember not to forget wartime atrocities
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BIKRAM RAI

its massacre at Doramba and Kotbada, or the 
Maoists blowing up a passenger bus in Madi, 
all fall under war crimes. 

The Maoists, NC and the UML have no 
desire to revisit conflict era atrocities, and 
are willing to let each other off the hook. 
Despite their vicious power struggle, they are 
all on one side when it comes to transitional 
justice. They will provide lip service for a 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission and 
a Commission on Enforced Disappearances 
as a sop to the international community, and 
not really to bring perpetrators to justice.

Even though Nepal Army Col Kumar 
Lama was acquitted on charges of war-era 
torture by a UK court, it has established a 
precedence that perpetrators can run but they 
can’t hide. 

In the ten years after the conflict ended, 
there has been lawlessness and ad hocism 
in governance. The political transition has 
dragged on because Nepal is ruled by a 
political cartel made up of the once-warring 
parties. The immunity from prosecution that 
they have given themselves is the reason 

for the impunity in all spheres of national life today. It 
is the reason for the lack of accountability, for endemic 
corruption, the erosion of the rule of law and the sinister 
rise of a parallel state power. When rulers are walking proof 
that you can get away with murder, you cannot blame others 
down the line for trying to get away with stealing, cheating, 
extortion or intimidation.

The public’s indifference helps the former enemies 
who now form the state to wash each other’s bloodied 
hands. It is now up to civil society and the media to ensure 
that we remember not to forget, to chronicle the carnage 
and document the atrocities so that the survivors and the 
families of the murdered and disappeared get the truth and 
justice they seek.

BIKRAM RAI

every day. Partly it is because of a culture of fatalism and 
a desire to let bygones be bygones. But to a large extent 
this collective apathy is due to a lack of confidence that a 
government made up of former enemies will ever deliver 
justice. 

The Maoists have shown that it is OK to kill people to 
get into government, and they never have to answer for the 
crimes they unleashed. State security, on the other hand, 
justifies structural violence because it had to counter Maoist 
brutality. One uses the doctrine of revolutionary violence, 
and the other says state response under the rules of war is 
legitimate. But the cases of Narjit Basnet, Dekendra Thapa, 
Krishna Prasad Adhikari, and many others including the 
Army’s use of death squads in the Bhairabnath Barracks, 
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How decentralised is federalism?

We have promulgated 
a new constitution, 
but the peace process 

is not complete until its main 
provisions are implemented. 
And a critical element of it is 
federalism.

Politicians in Nepal tend to 
postpone intractable problems 
and that is what they have done 
with federalism, citizenship, 
delineation of constituencies, and 
other contentious issues in the 
constitution.

And even within disputes 
about federalism, the standoff 
concerns the demarcation of five 
disputed districts in the plains 
provinces and restructuring at 
the local level. Madhesi parties 
rejected the seven-province 
model, but supported the new 
coalition of Nepali Congress (NC) 
and CPN (Maoist –Centre) on a 
condition of amendments to the 
Constitution that addressed their 
demands.

However, even the new 
government hasn’t registered 
the amendment proposal in the 
Parliament as yet.

Prime Minister and Maoist 
Chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
has been blocked by the UML 
from pursuing the amendments 
because it is against Jhapa, 
Morang and Sunsari becoming a 
part of the eastern Tarai province.

The UML is exacting revenge 
on Dahal for abandoning the 
coalition it lead. He needs the 
UML’s help if the amendments 

convenient for short-term partisan 
interests, but does not meet 
expectations in the long run. 

Nepal opted for federalism 
because it was accepted that 
power needed to be decentralised. 
We adopted a federal model 
because local people didn’t have 
decision-making powers over 
resources due to centralised 
governance. Those who want 
more rights for federal provinces 
by cutting rights at the local 
levels, should do a rethink: will it 
be practical if rights of provinces 
are restrained and more rights are 
given to the centre?

Constricting the power at the 
local level and making provincial 
parliaments stronger means 
curtailing the rights of citizens. 
The latest demand of the Madhes-
based parties is an obstacle to 
decentralisation and federalism 
and complicates the political 
transition. 

The NC should also reconsider 
its strategy regarding the number 
of local level units. There is 
no alternative to accepting the 
decision of the LLRC and creating 
a favourable environment for 
holding local elections.

Dahal and the UML need to 
sit down and take the amendment 
proposal to Parliament at the 
earliest, and hold elections in 
the Upper House (the House of 
Representatives) by 21 January, 
2018. 

The election at the local level 
and provincial parliaments should 
be conducted before that. There 
needs to be representation from 
the local and provincial levels 
to form a national assembly, and 
select the president and the vice 
president soon after the Upper 
House elections. 

are to be registered. After all, he 
promised internal and external 
forces that he would push the 
amendments through. He will 
probably take the amendment 
proposal to the Parliament before 
he departs for New Delhi on 15 
September, his first international 
trip after becoming Prime 
Minister.

On the other hand, the 
proposal for 565 local level units 
under the three-tier government 
put forward by the Local Level 
Restructuring Commission 
(LLRC) is also disputed. The 
Maoists haven’t expressed their 
preference either way, but the 
NC has strongly objected. It 
wants the number of elected local 
units increased to 1,300 because 
it argues that people get their 
services mainly at the local level.

The UML, which swept the 
last local elections 20 years 
ago, says the number of local 
level units proposed by the 
LLRC is high and should be 
lowered. The Madhes-based 
parties have emphasised more 
rights to provinces by curbing 
rights of local level units. The 
debate is now between whether 

Nepal should have centralised 
governance within federal units, or 
decentralised local governments. 

The new Constitution has 
proposed a three-tier federal 
government model. And the 
government, elected directly by 
the people, is the mechanism 
responsible for protecting the 

country’s sovereignty, maintaining 
effective internal regulation and 
serving its citizens. Going against 
this representation and restricting 
the rights of its citizens at the 
local level by giving more power 
to provinces means distorting 
the principle of decentralisation 
and federalism. This might be 

The current debate is between power centralised in federal capitals and at the local level
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