
nepalitimes.com

EDITORIAL PAGE 2

COMMISSION 
FOR THE ABUSE 
OF AUTHORITY



28 OCTOBER - 3 NOVEMBER 2016  #8312 EDITORIAL

Publisher and Chief Editor: Kunda Dixit 
Associate Editor: Om Astha Rai | Design: Kiran Maharjan 

 Published by Himalmedia Pvt Ltd  |  Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur | GPO Box 7251 Kathmandu 
editors@nepalitimes.com | www.nepalitimes.com | www.himalmedia.com | Tel: 01-5005601-08 Fax: +977-1-5005518   

 Marketing: Arjun Karki, Surendra Sharma  rachanas@himalmedia.com | Advertorials: Ram Krishna Banjara | Subscriptions: Santosh Aryal santosha@himalmedia.com
Printed at Jagadamba Press | 01-5250017-19 | www.jagadambapr.com

YOUR SAY
www.nepalitimes.com

Nepali Times on Facebook
Follow @nepalitimes on Twitter
Follow @nepalitimes on Instagram

Q. Do you agree with the government's  decision to 
declare a public holiday on the occassion of Indian 
President Pranab Mukherjee's visit?

Weekly Internet Poll  #831

Weekly Internet Poll  #832
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q. Do you support the impeachment of 
Lokman Singh Karki?

CIAA
We always thought Nepali Congress 
MP Dhanraj Gurung was committed to 
fi ghting the tyranny of Lokman Singh 
Karki (‘The lonely struggle against 
tyranny’, Bidushi Dhungel, #830). But 
his real face has been unmasked in this 
article. Yet, he is bragging about how he 
almost singlehandedly fought against 
Lokman’s tyranny. 

Jiban Pradhan

Yes, political parties fi nally acted 
against Lokman Singh Karki, but only 
to save their own skins. The 157 MPs 
ganged up against Karki only when they 
knew the CIAA was preparing to take 
their leaders to the courts. If they were 
genuinely concerned about Lokman’s 
tyranny, they would have acted long 
ago when Govinda KC was fasting 
unto death, and thousands of people 
were on the streets demanding Karki’s 
impeachment.

Alankar Adhikari

This is the sort of write-up we had 
all been waiting for (‘Who is afraid of 
Lokman?’, Ameet Dhakal, #830). Anyone 
who loves Nepal should fi ght against 
those that work against democracy.

Diwakar Chettri

Lokman Singh Karki was offered 
the job he was not qualifi ed for (‘Karki’s 
impeachment process’, eSpecial, 20 
October). But he took the offer, scared 
people in and out of government, some 
of them living beyond their salaries. 
Seeing the monster that Karki turned 
out to be, political leaders ganged 
up against him, and they are now 
determined to cut him into pieces. 
Punish him or reward him, but do it in 
public.

Shree Shrestha

SAARC MINUS X
Pradumna B Rana writes that South Asia 
was one of the most integrated regions 
of the world before 1947, and more 
than one-half of Pakistan’s imports and 
nearly two-thirds of its exports were
from India at that time (‘SAARC minus X, 
Pradumna B Rana, #830). What? There 
was no Pakistan before 1947.

Tony

RED TO GREEN
It is a pity that we have not been able to 
exploit our resources to their full potential 
(‘Going from red to green’, Smriti Basnet, 
#830). If only we produced enough 
electricity to sell to our neighbours. 

Sara Tamrakar

Commission for the Abuse of Authority
It may be better to scrap the CIAA since it is prone to being hijacked by politicians for vendetta.  

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
The lonely struggle against tyranny 
by Bidhusi Dhungel 

Most popular on Twitter 
Restoring our faith in restoration by 
Alok Tuladhar (34 retweets, 74 likes)

Most commented  
Suspended Animation by 
Kunda Dixit

Most shared on Facebook
A ridge too far by Madhu Sudan Dahal  

Most reached on Facebook
A ridge too far by Madhu Sudan Dahal  
“Even for the not so religious minded, the remote Badimalika Trek could be a 

pilgrimage to the natural wilderness” (7,098 people reached) 
Total votes: 512

Congress and used choice positions in the bureaucracy to 
extort, embezzle and blackmail. When King Gyanendra tried 
to take the country back to the days of absolute monarchy, 
Karki returned as Chief Secretary and was later singled 
out by the Rayamajhi Commission for corruption and 
crackdowns on pro-democracy protests in 2006. He was even 
being investigated by the very agency he was later appointed 
to head, the CIAA.

Some of the recent investigative reports in the Nepali 
press about his appointment in 2013 raise strong questions 

about the collusion of top political leaders. Mystery 
shrouds the dramatic overnight turnaround 

by Prime Minister Sushil Koirala and 
President Ram Baran Yadav, which NC 
minister Gagan Thapa mentioned in his 
speech to Parliament on Tuesday (see 
translated excerpt on page 13). Other 
MPs unleashed a litany of woes: how 
Karki ran a parallel government, and 
commandeered all agencies of the state 

to target institutions and individuals for 
revenge or extortion.

Indeed, Karki’s modus operandi was 
to blackmail corrupt politicians and officials 

for payoffs, if he couldn’t find dirt on people he 
wanted to target he got government departments to 

manufacture dirt on them, and he also directly approached 
businesses and threatened them with investigation unless 
they paid up. As journalists in the mainstream Nepali 
language press have reported this past week, the CIAA also 
interfered with the medical education sector, even scrapping 
entrance examinations and conducting its own.

One intriguing question is why the top political leaders 
who all had a hand in his appointment suddenly turned 
against him last week. There appears to have been a tacit 
understanding between Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal 

Nissim Raj Angdembay@nissimang
It’s sad to know that ‘leaders’ are 
impeaching Karki because of plans to fi le 
cases against them. A puppet will then fi ll 
his role. 

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
Why UML and Maoist Centre rushed impeachment 
motion in Parliament against Lokman this week?
http://bit.ly/2du2T6S  

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
The cable car facility has 38 gondolas and already 
caters to around 3,000 people on weekdays. 
http://bit.ly/2dHe692  

Amulya R Tuladhar@AmulyaSir 
great experience but too damn expensive 
even for middle class nepalese

If you asked anyone in Kathmandu a week or so ago what 
the chances were of Parliament starting an impeachment 
process against Lokman Singh Karki, you would have 

been laughed out of the room. The political parties were too 
divided, and Karki’s reign of terror had silenced top leaders, 
MPs, the bureaucracy, police and most of civil society and 
media. 

Yet, the impossible does happen in Nepali politics 
from time to time. And so it was that a motion for the 
impeachment of the dreaded head of the Commission 
for the Investigation of the Abuse of Authority 
(CIAA) was hurriedly registered in Parliament 
which started debating on it Tuesday before  
adjourning for a two-week recess. 

Parliamentarians from across the 
political spectrum walking up to the 
lectern to lash out at Karki was a sight 
to behold. TV stations beamed the 
speeches live and national dailies the 
next day carried them prominently on 
page 1 — all in sharp contrast to the 
climate of fear and culture of silence that 
had descended over the country these past 
months. 

That one person could wield so much power 
in a democracy, with all its checks and balance,s 
holds an important lesson for the future, and is a critical 
test for the new constitution. Nepal’s mainstream press 
and online portals which had been silenced by Karki in the 
past months are now publishing exposé after exposé of the 
man’s shenanigans. It is as if a lid has been lifted to allow an 
eruption of revelations of his sordid past.

After entering the bureaucracy through the backdoor of 
a royal appointment, Karki exhibited very early on hints 
of the traits that would one day make him notorious. After 
the 1990 People’s Movement, he cosied up to the Nepali 

Dahal and Karki which would let Dahal off the hook on 
embezzlement of allowances meant for his guerrillas in 
return for Dahal convincing Chief Justice Sushila Karki to 
drop the Supreme Court’s investigation of his appointment. 
But both suspected the other of dishonesty, leading Dahal to 
support UML leader K P Oli’s move for impeachment. Sher 
Bahadur Deuba of the NC has no love lost for Lokman Singh 
Karki, and has given tacit approval for the impeachment. But 
there are mid-level leaders in his party who are beholden to 
Karki or are hand-in-glove with him.

So, in summary, this is turning out to be a battle between 
crooks and a Super Crook. These are the same political parties 
that didn’t lift a finger when Govinda KC was risking his 
life calling for Karki’s impeachment because of the CIAA’s 
corrupt meddling in medical education. They quashed 
the first attempt by Gagan Thapa to get the parliament to 
investigate Karki. They wouldn’t even allow three MPs to 
sign a motion of urgent public importance in September. But 
last week, suddenly and without much of a fuss, there were 
157 signatures of UML and Maoist Centre MPs demanding 
impeachment. 

What changed? Gagan Thapa said in parliament on 
Tuesday that there is something fishy. But there is something 
even fishier in the way Karki was appointed, and has been 
allowed to grow into a monster no one can control. Thapa 
aptly compared Karki to the way J Edgar Hoover used the FBI 
to hound political opponents. 

Lokman Singh Karki is under suspension, and the 
politicains are once more huddling in backroom deals to 
find a 'package' agreement. The more important question is 
what to do with the CIAA whose original purpose was to add  
oversight to control corruption. An agency designed to curb 
graft has been used by successive governments for political 
vendetta. Karki is just the latest and most ruthless example. It 
may be better to scrap the CIAA since it is so prone to abuse 
for political vendetta.  
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