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Q. Do we need more than seven federal provinces 
in Nepal?

Weekly Internet Poll  #834

Q. Should naturalised citizens be allowed to hold top 
posts  like President and Prime Minister?

DEMONETISATION 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has turned out to be a sadist ('Gaining 
currency', #833, Jiyalal Sah). Last 
year he infl icted pain on Nepalis by 
imposing a blockade just when Nepal 
was recovering from a devastating 
earthquake. This year he is causing pain 
on his own people by rendering their 
hard-earned cash worthless. Last year 
it was Nepalis who queued up for fuel. 
This year it is Indians who are queuing 
up to exchange their currency. 

Kishan Budhayer

If a particular Nepali community is worst 
affected by India's demonetisation move, 
it is the Madhesi people living along the 
border. But Madhesi leaders who boast 
of their close relationship with the New 
Delhi establishment have not raised this 
issue. Of course they do not have the 
guts to ask Narendra Modi to roll back 
his decision, but they can at least urge 
him to facilitate the exchange of Indian 
currency in Nepal.

Surya Pandit 

NEPALI WINE
Promoting local products can boost the 
country’s economy and I am always 

up the local wines (‘Wine wave’, 
#833, Smriti Basnet). But Nepali wine 
companies should focus on quality 
production rather than selling inferior 
wines at lower prices. 

Sandhya Sangat

SWISS BAKER
Thanks to Dhokaima Café for bringing 
Fredy Andermatt to Nepal(‘Rolling in 
dough’, #833, Shreejana Shrestha). 
I hope this café maintains quality 
production unlike most of the bakery 
companies in town. We need to have 
health inspectors to continuously 
monitor the bakery companies and 
minimum standards to operate such 
businesses.

Bhakti Gurung

BECOMING ENTREPRENEUR 
Saying that with the money spent 
on application process can start a 
viable business looks like painting 
a very rosy picture (‘The business 
of entrepreneurship’, #833, Triveni 
Chand and Pankaj Parajuli). Maybe not 
everyone wants to be an entrepreneur 
and are looking to study a subject which 
is not available in Nepal. 

Sam Malla

21  JANUARY  2018
Nepal’s politics is sliding towards the edge of the cliff, and there isn’t much 

time left to meet the deadline for an elected Federal Parliament. 

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
The business of entrepreneurship 
by Triveni Chand and Pankaj Parajuli

Most popular on Twitter 
Who guards the guards? by Om Astha Rai 
(31 retweets, 47 likes)

Most commented  
Vote for Donkey Party by Ass

Most shared on Facebook
The business of entrepreneurship by 
Triveni Chand and Pankaj Parajuli

Most reached on Facebook
The business of entrepreneurship by Triveni Chand and Pankaj Parajuli
With the amount spent even before they get the visa, students planning to study 

in the US can easily start a viable business at home. (7,300 people reached)

Total votes: 397

SUBHAS RAI

constitution amendments involve, among others, the dispute 
over five Tarai districts in the far-west and east, as well as 
splitting up Province 5 to carve out a Tarai-only province. 
Dahal has tried his best to meet the two-week ultimatum 

Sanjay Sharma@Chaupaari Nov 22 
Here come the strong ultra-right. If the global 
trends were to apply to Nepal, they and the 
UML were to be the two biggest parties next.

Nepali Times @nepalitimes 
RPP-N Chairman Kamal Thapa & RPP Chairman 
Pashupati Shamsher Rana shake hand after 
announcing the unifi cation of their parties in 
Kathmandu. 

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
A Buddhist monk circumambulates the Boudhanath 
Stupa on Friday.

Stefan Nestler@Springinsfeld
A good day! One and a half years after the 
#earthquake in #Nepal #Boudhanath Stupa 
looks again like it did before.

It is rare for national leaders to already be lame ducks 
when they assume office, but Pushpa Kamal Dahal is one 
of them. He started his tenure with a built-in nine-month 

expiry date. That backroom agreement paved the way for 
regime change and the current coalition between the Maoist-
Centre and the Nepali Congress. 

Knowing that his administration would automatically  
self-destruct in nine months hasn’t given Dahal much 
confidence. His roar is now a meow, and this is the weakest 
prime minister we have had for a while. Aside from 
ceremonial ribbon cutting and issuing 26-point directives to 
the bureaucracy (which it blithely ignores) Dahal has been 
unable to get his coalition partner as well as the opposition 
UML to back his formula for constitution amendments to 
appease the Madhesi parties. The ruling coalition doesn’t 
have a concrete plan on amendments regarding electoral 
districts, citizenship, language and federal provinces. The 
NC is leaving Dahal alone to struggle to find a compromise, 
probably preferring to wait until its own President Sher 
Bahadur Deuba takes over as prime minister in April.

Dahal has been coaxing the NC and the UML to agree on 
a least common denominator on the amendments. Being the 
second-biggest party in Parliament, the UML holds the swing 
vote on any proposal to change the constitution, and is 
driving a hard bargain. Party Chair K P Oli is still bristling at 
Dahal for pulling the carpet from under him to stage a coup 
in July, and has rejected outright the proposal to carve out 
new federal provinces. Oli senses that the Madhesi parties 
are themselves not in agreement on the finer points of the 
amendments, and is using that to his advantage. Ironically 
this lets Dahal off the hook vis-a-vis the Madhesis because he 
can say "I tried to convice Oli".

Mixing short-term vote bank politics with long-term 
constitutional provisions is always dangerous, but even 
more treacherous is to try to tamper with boundaries. The 

given by the Madhesi parties, and they have now threatened 
an agitation. The UML is also warning it will go on war-path. 
Protests have already started in Rolpa and Banke. Tensions 
simmer among the non-Madhesi populations of Jhapa, 
Morang and Sunsari. In the eastern Tarai there is festering 
resentment against Kathmandu’s attempt to roll back on 
autonomy. This does not bode well for Nepal’s stability.

There are other looming deadlines. With only 14 months 
left for the new federal constitution to go into force, time is of 
the essence. But you wouldn’t know that given the lethargy 
of our elected representatives who seem more intent on 
raising their own perks. 

The current Legislature-Parliament’s mandate expires 
on 21 January 2018, and by that time we need to have 
already conducted local, provincial and federal parliament 
elections. Local and federal provincial elections have to be 
held at latest, by May 2017, but we haven’t even agreed on 
how many provinces and their boundaries. 

Nepal is sliding inexorably towards the cliff edge. If 
the current Parliament expires, the country will be at a 
political dead end with no precedence on how to resolve the 
deep uncertainty about our future. The coming weeks will 
determine whether the political leadership will look beyond 
personal and partisan interests to the long-term stability and 
development of the country. 

This week marked the 10th anniversary of the signing 
of the Comprehensive Peace Accord. Politicians were busy 
congratulating themselves at various functions held in the 
capital to mark the anniversary, but the last step of that 
process which involves promulgating and implementing 
a new inclusive constitution looks very iffy. That puts the 
entire peace process in jeopardy. Not having an elected 
Federal Parliament by January 2018 will also endanger  the 
very existence of the political parties, and threaten Nepal’s 
democracy. 

Weekly Internet Poll  #835
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com
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LEGALESE
Binita Dahal

 Listen to audio  
nepalitimes.com





ENGENDER
Sangita Thebe-Limbu



SMRITI BASNET 

w w w . n e p a l i t i m e s . c o m

NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.

in your lap or palm.

Watch video
nepalitimes.com



NIELS GUTSCHOW



Watch video
nepalitimes.com



GETAWAY



RAJANI MAHARJAN

HERITAGE 
LIVE!
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MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

 Trailer 

nepalitimes.com





20/10 
CONFLICT 
ANNIVERSARY
1996–2006–2016
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The Ass
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