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Q. Who should be more responsible to break the 
political deadlock?

Weekly Internet Poll  #836

Q. Will water from Melamchi river flow out of 
Kathmandu's taps by September 2017?

TRIAL BALLOOONS
Why do you think India can do 
whatever it wants in Nepal (‘Trial 
balloons’, Om Astha Rai, #835)?  What 
about mighty China? It is foolish to 
think that China will allow India to have 
a free hand in Nepal. 

Prithbi Gurung

There’s no argument that our 
economy is largely dependent on 
remittances and foreign aid. GDP is 
very low, and so is our HDI. There is 
hardly any leader in the nation who talk 
about development issues as everyone 
is too busy doing their petty politics. 

Pushparaj
#IWALKFREELY
I was molested from behind while I 
was praying at Pashupatinath Temple. 
Sexually depraved Nepali men of all 
ages, abuse us women every day.  
(#IWalkFreely, #835). They grope and 
pinch and grab. This is how women are 
treated in New Nepa.

Binita Shrestha

THE ASS
You have given it a lot of thought Mr 
Ass (‘Workable models for federalism, 
the Ass, #835)! I really think the 

government should consider all of these 
options.

Tenzn Tsomo

The 3,948 province model is an 
excellent idea. Now let us talk about 
moving the capital to Kagatigaun, 
moving TIA to Kabre VDC and 
transforming Singha Durbar into a 23 
star hotel. Thamel should be recognized 
as a metropolitan city/province and 
given a special tax free status with 
government offi cials banned from 
entering.

Bairagi Khukuri 

If at all we need provinces, then 
just fi ve according to the fi ve existing 
development regions based on 
geography, not ethnicity. Water is going 
to be the bone of contention in future. 

R Joshi

POWER  STRUGGLE 
If it was any other product, load-shedding of electricity would have been called what it is: black-marketing. 

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Melamchi fl ows to Kathmandu by 
Om Astha Rai

Most popular on Twitter 
Kakistocracy, Editorial 
(34 retweets, 57 likes)

Most commented  
Kakistocracy, Editor

Most shared on Facebook
Thundu Sherpa, 46 by Michael Kobold 
(32 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Thundu Sherpa, 46 by Michael Kobold
On Monday morning as the earth shook, the diametrically opposed worlds of 

mountaineering and horology lost a legend. (12,446 people reached)

Total votes: 478

and down the line: from past Ministers of Energy or Water 
Resources to successive NEA bosses since 2006, and even 
the controllers in Siuchatar.

To be sure, Ghising was lucky to be at the right place at 
the right time. He benefited from a fortuitous confluence of 
circumstances. More than 70MW of hydropower has recently 
been connected to the national grid, and another 75MW 
will soon be added from private producers. A healthy and 
late monsoon means rivers are still flowing above normal, 
and this has maintained maximum generation levels from 
run-of-river schemes. Power imports from India through 
the upgraded 400kVA Dhalkebar connector is at a steady 
80MW after political and technical hurdles were overcome. 
Luckily for Ghising, supply is at an all-time high just as 
demand has fallen steadily because of household and office 
photovoltaics. 

All Ghising did since taking over at NEA is to manage 
distribution by cutting a few hours of peak hour power to 
various large consumers and spreading that to households 

Arpana Shrestha@appu_arpana 
Here’s to breaking stereotypes! You can be 
a mom, a wife, a daughter,....... and also a 
bodybuilder.

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
After receiving the medal, Nanita Maharjan told 
Nepali Times: “There is nothing a woman cannot 
do.”

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
On Monday morning as the earth shook, the 
diametrically opposed worlds of mountaineering 
and horology lost a legend.

Sujala Pant@SujalaPant 
Relentless earthquakes and after-shocks. 
Taking away the lives of illustrious Sherpas.

Speak to anyone in Kathmandu these 
days, and the subject invariably turns 
to the unexpected windfall of having 

electricity 24 hours a day. And in every 
conversation it is Kulman Ghising whose 
name comes up, he is spoken about with a 
combination of awe and admiration. A person 
few had heard of till about a month ago is now 
a national hero.

Ghising has done something no one had 
thought possible: banished load-shedding 
from the capital. For the first time in a long 
time, we have seen a government that has 
actually solved a problem faced by the public. 

Constant power supply is a given in most 
countries, but you can be pretty sure that 
people who get rationed electricity only 8 
hours a day live in a failed state. Yet, Nepalis 
are so inured to shortages and shoddy services 
they stopped complaining about the lack of electricity long 
ago. We have come to expect so little from our governments 
that load shedding was taken as a given.

Within months of being appointed to the Nepal Electricity 
Authority (NEA) in September, Ghising proved we had no 
power because the powerful grabbed most of it. All he did 
was shuffle things around, manage demand and supply, stop 
24-hour power supply that some influential industries and 
individuals were being provided in return for kickbacks, and 
voila, there was enough for everyone. 

He also streamlined transmission, and changed the chief 
at the Siuchatar Load Dispatch Centre where the decision 
about who got power and who didn’t was made. As our 
investigation on page 14-15 of this edition shows, people 
up and down the line were profiting by perpetuating the 
shortage. If it was any other product, load-shedding of 
electricity would be called black-marketing. 

The rot was so deep we doubt if this would have been 
possible for so long without the collusion of everyone up 

across the country. A couple of ministers and 
NEA chiefs who tried to do the same thing 
previously were sacked. The machinery of 
load-shedding was so well-oiled everyone got 
their share of payoffs from the big boys, and 
integrity was not tolerated.

The NEA is now saying that it can obviate 
power rationing in Kathmandu Valley at least 
till February. After that power cuts could 
return because the gap between supply and 
demand is just too big. But it will be nowhere 
near what we suffered last year this time.

Kulman Ghising is fortunate to have 
political backing from Energy Minister 
Janardan Sharma and Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal who seem to have decided that 
ensuring 24-hour power is the most effective 
thing they can do to restore the Maoist party’s 
credibility. It is also a stroke of luck that Energy 

Secretary Anup Upadhyay is not just any old bureaucrat 
shunted in from another ministry, but an electrical engineer 
himself.

Ghising’s next challenge is to unbundle the NEA into 
three separate companies for generation, transmission and 
distribution — a proposal that has been around for 20 years 
but kept getting shelved because the combined utility was too 
much of a cash cow for greedy politicians.

A much bigger danger is that political pressure from those 
who have benefited from load-shedding over the past decades 
will be too much for Ghising to bear.  He is already feeling 
the heat from NEA unions affiliated to the three main parties, 
who had been siphoning off load-shedding kickbacks. Some 
NEA Board members were found to have faked board minutes 
to undermine Ghising and have been hauled over the coals.

Kulman Ghising would be well-advised to cover his back, 
and the public should show its appreciation for a man who 
proved to all of us that some people still value personal 
integrity and the national interest. 
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MICHAEL KOBOLD

BIKRAM RAI

CORRECTION
Due to a layout 
error in Issue # 
835, the wrong 
picture was used 
in the front page 
blurb pointing to a 
tribute to Thundu 
Sherpa (correct 
photo, left). 
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Watch video
nepalitimes.com

JESSICA CORTIS





MINA SHARMA and PRAKASH SINGH 
in BAJURA, HUMLA and MUGU



KATHMANDUKATHMANDU



GOPAL GARTOULA 
in CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA





Brazilian cinema,  
Mark your calendars for the 
screening of Brazilian feature fi lms 
and documentaries. Passes can be 
collected from the Brazilian Embassy, 
Maharajgunj.  
December 11(O Palhaço- The Clown 3 pm 
& Brasileirinho 5 pm), December 18 (Yatra 
3 pm & Heleno 5 pm), Yala Maya Kendra, 
Patan Dhoka, (01) 472 1462 / 3



ASTHA JOSHI

HERITAGE 
LIVE!



MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS



BUDDHA BASNYAT, 
SAMEER M DIXIT 

and PARAS POKHREL



SHREEJANA SHRESTHA





The Ass
in your lap or palm.

w w w . n e p a l i t i m e s . c o m
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