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Q. Do you think 2016 will be better than 2017 for Nepal?

Weekly Internet Poll  #838

Q. What is the biggest threat to wildlife?

EDITORIAL
Our politicians are manipulators, not leaders 
(‘Heads we lose, tails we lose’, Editorial, 
#837). Madhesi politicians provoked people 
in the Tarai last year, distorting facts and 
spreading lies that the constitution treats 
them as second-class citizens. It is now 
UML’s turn to manipulate people into 
believing that the second amendment to the 
constitution is antinational. 

Jit Bidari
 
It does not matter whether Palpa, 
Gulmi, Arghakhanchi and Pyuthan remain 
in Province 4 or inserted into Province 5. It 
does not matter whether Sunsari, Morang, 
Jhapa, Kailali and Kanchanpur remain in 
hill provinces or added to Tarai provinces. 
People living there will not require visa to 
travel to other provinces. Federal provinces 
are just administrative units, which will 
decentralise power and increase people’s 
access to government services. 

Surendra Niraula
 
Democracy is defi nitely the rule of the 
majority (‘Populism and polls’, Om Astha 
Rari, #837). But UML leader Pradip Gyawali 
must understand that the minority should 
not be left out.

Kiran Sundas

THE BOUDHA KORA
Boudhanath stupa’s reconstruction gives 
us hope that we can rebuild our heritage 
sites. (‘The Boudha kora’, Jessica 
Cortis, Smriti Basnet, Pan Lan and Qiu 
Tian, #837). But we need to do more to 
preserve our heritage sites.

Shalokya Pun
 
HIGH-RISE
The investigation on empty high-rises 
makes for  interesting reading (‘Demand 
for fl ats fl attens out’, Rameshwar 
Bohara, #837). We need more in-depth 
stories about those tall buildings that 
have been marked with yellow and red 
stickers which are still standing even two 
years after the earthquake, and we must 
be informed whether they are safe.

Pravaran Mahat

THE ELECTRIC AGE
The arrival of Kia Soul in Kathmandu is 
good news (‘The electric age’, Kunda 
Dixit, #837). It was a wise decision by 
the government to slash tax on the 
import of electric cars, but improving 
public transportation is the only 
solution to Kathmandu’s chronic traffi c 
mismanagement.

Bhanu Shresetha

THE  POWER  OF ONE
Individual Nepalis who have shown through dedication and determination 

that it is possible to build a better future for this country. 

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
The Boudha Kora by Jessica Cortis, 
Smriti Basnet, Pan Lan, Qiu Tian

Most popular on Twitter 
The Boudha Kora by Jessica Cortis, 
Smriti Basnet, Pan Lan, Qiu Tian 
(50 retweets, 181 likes)

Most commented  
Heads we lose, Tails we lose, 
Editorial

Most shared on Facebook
The Boudha Kora by Jessica Cortis, 
Smriti Basnet, Pan Lan, Qiu Tian 

Most reached on Facebook
The Boudha Kora by Jessica Cortis, Smriti Basnet, Pan Lan, Qiu Tian 
A comprehensive guide to places to eat and things to do in Boudha 

(9,662 people reached)

Total votes: 194

GOPEN RAI

Utsav Shakya@utsavshakya 
This facility is leading by doing. Was very 
impressed by hospital team + services on 
@possiblehealth #Bayalpata hospital tour 
in #Achham

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
Safe delivery in a district hospital in remote western 
Nepal highlights importance of having trained family 
doctors

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
Separating hills and plains may lead to violence, 
keeping hills and plains together may also lead to 
violence.

Amir Joshi@Amirjoshi 
#Nepali leadership is to be blamed for 
sinking its own ship as there’s no way out in 
this political limbo

When the stench from the Bagmati started 
getting too much to bear and the banks 
of Kathmandu’s sacred river became a 

garbage dump, many of us just covered our noses, 
averted our gaze and blamed government. Then, 
top bureaucrat Leela Mani Paudyal led a citizen’s 
movement to collect trash every Saturday. In two 
years, Bagmati cleanup became a campaign that 
lifted hundreds of tons of rubbish. Paudyal is now 
our ambassador to China, but the momentum of his 
work continues. 

Yet, there were those who accused Paudyal 
of tokenism. As Chief Secretary he should have 
solved the structural problem of urban garbage 
disposal instead of collecting the trash himself, 
they pontificated. Couch intellectuals wrote op-eds 
accusing him of (horrors!) trying to be popular.

Three years ago the UML’s Energy Minister 
Radha Poudel sacked Kulman Ghising for being too 
honest. When the Maoist Centre Energy Minister 
Janardan Sharma brought him back to head the Nepal 
Electricity Authority (NEA), Ghising stopped load-shedding 
in Kathmandu within three weeks. The capital hasn’t had 
power cuts for the past two months. As we reported in this 
newspaper last week Ghising simply stopped corruption in 
the distribution of electricity to favoured customers, and 
he would not have been able to prevail had he not got the 
political backing of Energy Minister Sharma. 

We have become so conspiratorial in this country that 
even consumers who are now enjoying 24 hours electricity 
are cursing NEA Managing Director Ghising because (Oh, 
no!) he succeeded. It seems we are so disillusioned that 
many of us will believe the wildest rumours, doubt the most 
honest, besmirch the most righteous. We make sweeping 
generalisations about all policemen being corrupt, all 
bureaucrats being on the take, all politicians being greedy 

The comedy duo Sitaram Kattel and Kunjana Ghimire 
(‘Dhurmus-Suntali’) put the government to shame 
by raising money and personally building a new 
village for earthquake survivors in Sindhupalchok. 
Last year, it was the tireless teamwork of Govind Raj 
Pokharel and Swarnim Wagle at the National Planning 
Commission that allowed the Needs Assessment 
Report to be completed in time so that the National 
Reconstruction Authority could be set up. Pokharel 
could easily find himself a cushy international 
position, and Wagle gave up a job at the World Bank 
to return to Nepal. Similarly, there are dedicated 
young innovators like doctors devoted to service like 
Bikash Gauchan at Bayalpata Hospital in Achham (see 
page 6), social media trailblazer Sumana Shrestha, 
politician Anusa Thapa, advocate Om Aryal, human 
rights activist Mohna Ansari, some of whom have 
been profiled in this issue.

For every kleptocrat heading a public sector 
enterprise, there is another with integrity and vision 

to take the organisation and the country forward. As the 
Melamchi tunnel nears completion after a 25-year delay, 
the water utility responsible for distribution is moving 
fast to upgrade the water supply network despite blatant 
interference from Nepali Congress politicians, as we reported 
earlier this month (#835). In the transportation sector, Sajha 
Yatayat has been revived to provide reliable and comfortable 
buses for Kathmandu and has prevailed despite a route mafia 
enjoying political protection and patronage. After decades of 
going nowhere, Nepal Airlines finally has political support 
from Minister of Tourism Jivan Shahi of the Nepali Congress, 
himself a pilot, and committed former DDC Chairman of 
Humla.

There are many other men and women who have shown 
through dedication and determination that it is possible to 
build a better future for this country. 

Weekly Internet Poll  #839
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

TEMBA LAMA

and power-hungry, all journalists being deceitful. And we 
believe our own misrepresentation.

To be sure, there is a lot to be cynical about. Two million 
survivors of last year’s earthquake are facing their second 
winter under tarps. In the heart of Kathmandu the Rastra 
Bank building and parts of the Singha Darbar secretariat are 
still in ruins. Parliament has not conducted business for two 
weeks because of a political deadlock over the constitution, 
yet its ‘honourable’ members just gave themselves a hefty 
raise. It has become a national trait to blame others (the rival 
faction, the other party, the neighbouring country) for our 
own failings, we excel at playing the demanding victim and 
cannot bear to see our own kind get ahead.

Happily, there are many like Leela Mani Paudyal and 
Kulman Ghising in this country, quietly and honestly doing 
their work without undue regard for reward or publicity. 
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COMMENT
Bikash Gauchan



SMRITI BASNET



PHOTOS and TEXT by
BHARAT BANDHU THAPA 

in HUMLA

1

2 3



Humla
Mt Saipal

Limi

Karnali River

Halji
Simkot

CHINA

4

5

6

7

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



GETAWAY



MONALISA MAHARJAN

HERITAGE 
LIVE!



MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS
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The Ass

One helluva move
Going to hell isn’t as easy as it used 

to be. Flights are all booked, seats 
on economy are sold out, and 

there are only limited slots in Executive 
Class. Which means you have to be really, 
really wicked if you want to be consigned 
to the eternal flames.  

It’s not enough anymore to fleece 
migrant workers, pocket fat kickbacks 
from NEA consumers for 24 hours of 
electricity, or firebomb school buses. 
Everyone does that these days. No, the 
benchmark is higher now and all of you 
out there desirous of spending eternity in 
purgatory need to show a much greater 
aptitude for pure evil than you have 
so far. 

Just look at the growing competition 
out there: mass murderers, narco-
terrorists, hired assassins, droppers of 

of wannabe tin pot dictators around 
the world, including one in a country 
that requests anonymity, and another 
president elect from BEEEEEEP BEEEEEP 
of BEEEEEEP, but he still has to prove to 
us the banality of his evil with action not 
just words.

So, in order to ensure that only the 
World’s Most Heinous make the grade, 
Devil’s Advocates (Nepal) Pvt Ltd, the firm 
responsible for Mr Satan’s legal affairs 
here on Earth, has been contracted to 
carry out written exams for those applying 
for resident visas in the Godless Federal 
Republic of Hades. 

Of course, for that, the applicant 
first needs to expire but due to the rush 
it is better to register early. Only if you 
pass this test do you get a slot in the long 
queue down to Hellfire. All those who 

b.  Kleptocrat
c.  Enforcing indefinite bands by setting 

fire to taxis with drivers still inside
d.  Convicted criminal with skeletons in 

the Cabinet 

3 How can we be sure that if your 
visa is approved you will stay in 
hell forever?
a.  I can lie in my asset declaration form 

to prove how untrustworthy I am 
b.  I could bribe the 

Devil
c.  I’m cashing all 

my miles and not 
buying a return 
ticket 

d.  Anywhere is better 
than Nepal

barrel bombs on children’s hospitals, and 
you think you have earned the right to 
go to hell just because you scammed the 
Roads Department? 

It pains me to say this but standards 
for depravity are slipping not just in 
Nepal, but globally. And it’s a disgrace. 
There was a time when we had real pros 
around like Sir Adolf Hitler, Generalissimo 
Musolini, El Caudillo, Emperor Bokassa, 
Papa Doc Duvalier or Comrade Pol Pot. 
Alas, they don’t make despots like that 
anymore. 

To be sure, Unpresidented Trump is 
one helluva guy and shows promise, but 
he’s still an amateur. 

We hear Robert Mugabe is trying 
hard to go to hell, but sources in The 
Netherworld tell us it is still touch and go 
for him. Then there are an assortment 

think they don’t have a chance in hell to 
go to heaven are eligible, and women are 
encouraged to apply. 

You have one hour, cheating via 
WhatsApp is allowed and beating up 
the invigilator during practicals will be a 
demonstration of eligibility. 

1. Give us one good reason why 
you want to go to Hell (tick one): 
a.  I think I’d feel at home down there 
b.  So I can continue doing what I was 

doing here, but be even more evil
c.  Because it’s nice and toasty and it’s 

getting cold in Kathmandu
d.  All of the above 

2 What was your profession here 
on Earth? 
a.  Really really bad guy 
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