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RECONSTRUCTING DOLAKHA
Save it before the dozers raze the heritage 
and architecturally signifi cant buildings to 
the ground (‘Dolakha reincarnated’, Sahina 
Shrestha, #842). Good that the reporter 
goes beyond Kathmandu and emphasises 
the need to rebuild and restore heritage in 
other ignored and neglected parts of the 
country.

Himal Bista 

MENTAL CARE
The government has not been able to 
provide proper healthcare, let alone mental 
health care which has been considered 
an 'evil' thing (‘Stigma and silence’, Ketan 
Dulal, #842). However, this still does not 
mean the media should give up and this 
article is a prime example of that. 

Sahana KC 

A DAUGHTER'S TRIBUTE
Beautifully written and testament to a family 
inspired by their father to not just to promote 
gender equity but to embrace it ('This 
much.', Rupa Joshi, #842).

Sara Parker

Wining an election no longer guarantees accountability, 
voters will now decide based on achievement.

Shiwani Neupane@ShiwaniNeupane 
@nepalitimes This is pretty insane. all that we 
have been saying about forced narratives, ethnic 
cleansing is getting more true

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
Tharuhat protesters paid Rs 1,000 each to join 
#Tikapur lynching & threatened to fi ne each 
household Rs 500 if not http://bit.ly/2jguZsl

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
A 195m metal path along a cliff at Yaru Bagar 
now connects the Tsum Valley and Larkya La. 
http://bit.ly/2jeI6b3 @SoniaAwale

Despite the dramatic progress 
Nepal has made in public health, 
literacy and poverty reduction in 

the past two decades, it is clear that we 
would have done much better if we had our 
political act together. 

Twenty-seven years ago in 1990 Nepal 
had only 20 hospital beds for every 100,000 
population. Today, despite population 
nearly doubling it has climbed to 550 beds 
per 100,000. The ratio of doctors then was 
1:10,000, today it is five times more. 

Literacy rates have gone up, especially 
of women. The average lifespan of Nepalis 
has improved dramatically, with steep 
drops in child and maternal mortality rates. 
Nepal’s Human Development Index has 
been improving, and in the past ten years 
the Multi-dimensional Poverty Index has 
shown that the numbers of absolute poor 
has dropped from 70% to 40%. 

The rise in female literacy has direct 
correlation with fertility rate, and Nepal’s 
annual population growth is down to 

1.6% — which means that although the 
demographic transition and the youth bulge 
will mean the total population will keep 
growing for some time longer, Nepal has 
begun to defuse the population bomb.

All this despite a ruinous 10-year war, 
ten years of unproductive peace, chronic 
instability and dysfunctional governance. 
Just imagine how much further ahead we 
would be if we had not squandered the last 
two decades.

To be sure, these improvements are 
uneven. Parts of the country are doing 
much better than others, even though the 
quality of health care and education is still 
poor. Private hospitals and schools are not 
affordable for a majority of the population. 
Female literacy is stagnating, and the 
dropout rate at Grade 5 is unacceptably 
high. Neo-natal mortality has been halved 
in the past two decades, but 20 babies out of 
1,000 are still dying in the first four weeks 
of life. 

MEGO Syndrome
The eyes of readers glaze over reading write-
ups like these. We think health, education 
and the environment are ‘development’ 
subjects best left to INGOs and the UN. Yet, 
affordable and accessible health care is a 
matter of life-or-death for citizens, quality 

Q. Do you support the new government policy that 
requires Nepalis to obtain permission before going to 
work in India?

Weekly Internet Poll  #842

Q. What are the chances of Govinda Raj Pokharel being 
successful at the National Reconstruction Authority? 

Total votes: 122

Weekly Internet Poll  #843
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

education for children is a 
priority for all parents -- hence it comes 
under the mandate of the state.

Improvement in service delivery is only 
possible with greater accountability and 
better governance. In other words, politics. 
This does not necessarily only mean 
political stability, but politics that ensures 
institutional continuity that gives direction 
and purpose to national plans.

Unfortunately, Nepal has been 
stuck ever since the conflict ended 
11 years ago. The peace process has 
moved in fits and starts, politicking has 
impacted on development, economic 
growth, investment, and service delivery.

An inclusive constitution supposed 
to resolve this stalemate and allow us to 
make up for lost time was promulgated by 
a majority in the Constituent Assembly last 
year, but negotiations on amending sections 
of it dealing with future federal 
demarcations has been mired in short-term 
electoral calculations. 

As we pointed out in 
this space last week, the 
three main parties are now 
a bhagbanda syndicate, 
and rule the country like a 
cartel. The traditional elite 
has been replaced with a 
greedy neo-elite that has 
honed rent-seeking into a 
fine art. 

Structural corruption 
and appointments pre-
paid by the highest 
bidder have reduced the 
impact of public spending 
on the one hand, while 

freezing capital expenditure on the other. 
There is plenty of cash around, it’s just 
that people in charge on deciding where 
to spend it don’t want to disburse unless 
they get a cut. Nepal is not poor, it is very 
poorly managed. 

Crooks in high places over successive 
governments since 1990 (and many of them 
are still around, even though they have lost 
elections multiple times) have ensured that 
energy and highway projects that should 
have been completed in five years have 
taken 50.

The only way out of this rut is to hold 
elections, so that those with vision who 
have shown through their performance 
that they are for reform and action 
will be elected. Electoral legitimacy in 
Nepal’s democracy has failed to produce 
accountable leaders, the voters should be 
allowed to decide on performance. Who got 
rid of load-shedding? Who finished a 
delayed highway project? Who mplemented 
health insurance? Who helped improve 
the quality of education in government 
schools? Who gave migrants the choice to 
work in Nepal?

Let us start with civic elections by 
spring, and polls to provincial councils and 
the federal Parliament by the deadline of 18 
January 2018. This is our last chance to set 
things right.

PERFORMANCE 
LEGITIMACY

Bhagbanda Politics
Editorial 
Things start falling apart when the centre cannot hold 
because it is too busy dividing up the spoils.

When a woman thinks about safety, she thinks 
of home. But when her home becomes the most 
unsafe place, there is nowhere a girl can turn to. 
Listen to three girls as they talk about their harrowing 
experience of abuse at the hands of their family 
members. 

It has been fi ve years since Lal Bahadur and 
Pabi Magar talked to their son Tak, who left 
for Malaysia to support his family. While 

hundreds of Nepali migrant workers return home 
in coffi  ns every year, a lesser known is the fact that 
many like Tak simply disappear. 

WATCH VIDEOS WHAT'S TRENDING

UNSAFE HOMES

THE WAIT

Cantilever Trail 
by Sonia Awale
Find out how workers built unique steel pathways to 
reconnect Upper Gorkha which was cut off  for a  year 
after the earthquake. A similar metal trail is now under 
construction at Tsum Valley. 

Most reached on Facebook
(6,574 people reached)

Most popular on Twitter 
(158 retweets, 368 likes)

Most visited online page
(2,630 views)

Most commented

.com

EDITORIAL

MOST WATCHED

Dolakha Reincarnated
by Sahina Shrestha
The earthquake destroyed the historic trading town 
of Dolakha, rebuilding it would revive its historical 
importance.

Most shared on Facebook

QUOTE  TWEETS

After the April 2015 earthquake, the movement of 
local people and trekkers on the Manaslu Circuit 
was aff ected as Upper Gorkha was cut off . Unique 
steel pathways have been installed to reconnect the 
region. Watch how it was done. 

HANGING IN THERE

Amritt@AmritBh69045616 
@nepalitimes Nepal is in deep trouble. 
Authority must act sooner

Ekendra Lamsal@Ekendra
@nepalitimes And yes, good things happen in 
Nepal as well. Forget politics, let's work.
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ON THE WAY UP
Kanak Mani Dixit
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SMRITI BASNET

nepalitimes.com

Listen to Shillong Chamber 
Choir blend western music 
with Bollywood numbers.

MEDLEY MASTERS



SAHINA SHRESTHA 
in DOLAKHA

Prakriti,  16

nepalitimes.com

Listen to the heart-wrenching 
experiences of Sita, Pabitra 
and Prakriti. Hear how they 
are trying to get over the 
abuse they suffered and what 
they hope for in the future.

HANGING IN THERE



Sita,  20

Pabitra,  13

Nirjala,  15







MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

 View trailer 

nepalitimes.com



UPASANA KHADKA 
in MAKWANPUR

PURU SHAH 
in DUBAI



OM ASTHA RAI 
in NAWALPARASI



nepalitimes.com

Watch video of Lal Bahadur Magar and Pabi 
Magar, whose son Tak Bahadur went to 
Malaysia to work and has been out of touch 
for almost five years now.

VANISHED WITHOUT A TRACE
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